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THE SECOND VOLUME CONTAINS 


(PART I) 


The commercial Transactions of the British Kin 


gdoms and other 
Countries, 


from the Discovery of America in the year 1492 to the 

Union of England and Scotland in 1707, originally written by the late | 
Mr. Anderson, and now re-edited with the Retrenchment of Super- ' 
fluous Matter, with Additions, and with Amendments. 
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had difcovered the cod banks near Newfoundland 


America in the year 1484, the pilot of which a : 
in the houfe of a then lived in the Azores ; and that from ; 
: d his charts and journals, Columbus und KRA 
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E A. D. 1492- A 
ĪT is not our intention to tranferibe all the relations, which have been E 
fo often publifhed in every part of. Europe on the fubje&t of the difco- x 
very of America, nor to enter minutely into the motives which induced tee ge 

. the Genoefe-navigator, Chriftopher Colon (commonly called Columbus),- ‘s = 


to-attempt fo great an enterprife:. The opinion of moft authors is, that 
he founded his {cheme upon-his knowlege:of the fin diane mE EReN OP 
in which he certainly furpaffed the navigators of his age. But others,. = r 
with greater probability, tell us, that he was aflifted by the difcoveries $ 
a&tually made by preceding navigators, and particularly by thofe of Mar- ae eh 


tin Behem of Nurenberg. It is afferted, that the whale-fifhers of Bifcay ia 
about a century be- ; 


fore the age of Columbus, of which he was informed. Canes, canoes, 
and dead bodies, refembling none of the people of Europe, were found 
floating in the fea, and were fometimes driven on the fhores of the 
Azores (or Weftern iflands) by ftrong wefterly winds. It is faid, that 
Columbus met with a failor, who informed him, that having been driv- 
en by a ftorm about 450 leagues to the weftward of Cape St. Vincent, z 
he had found a piece of timber floating on the water; curioufly wrought, . 


but appare itho he ufe of any tool made of iron; and that a 
bt appari hoy without eee he coaft of fome part of 


Port zeÍí lly been driven on t 
Portuguefe veflel had actually afterwards lodged an ihe 


Q 


that man’s converfation, an ' 
fufficient affurance of the exiftence of 


a weftern land. At amy rat 
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was certain, 


land *. . ke the attempt 
lis ereateft difteuley was, toyfind the means Fo Trace ed to wa, 


hi i oor and obfcure peron. He firft propofed to un- 
T A in the fervice of his native city of Genoa ; but the 
fenate treated it with ridicule. He next addreffed himfelf to. John H, 
king of Portugal, who, it is faid, kept him unfairly in fufpenfe, till a 
fhip, he had fecretly fent to attempt the difcovery, returned ünfuccefs- 
fal, and then rejected his propofal. He next applied to the court of 
Spain, where he {olicited for eight years, during which time he fent his 
brother Bartholomew on the fame errand to the court of England. Af- 
ter many ignorant objections to his propofal by the Spanifh courtiers, he 
at length obtained three fhips, with ‘ninety men. In Auguft 1492, he 
failed from Palos in Andalufia, and in thirty-three days Janded in one 
of the Lucay or Bahama Ifles, which he named St. Salvador (at prefent 


_ known by the name of Cat-Ifland), having failed g50 leagues directly 


weftward from the Canaries. He failed thence to the weftward, and at 
laft difcovered the great ifland of Cuba; but he no where found the 
riches he hoped for, there being neither gold, manufactures, nor pro- 


_ du& found among the fimple and innocent natives; who had no poul- 


try, oxen, fheep, goats, fwine, horfes, affes, camels, elephants, cats, nor 
dogs, excepting a dumb unbarking creature, refembling our dogs. - Nei- 
ther had they any lemons, oranges, pomegranates, quinces, figs, olives, 
melons, vines, nor fugar-canes ; neither apples, pears, plumbs, cherries, 
currants, goofeberries, rice, nor any other corn .but maize,,onewhich, 
and on caflada and Other wild roots; and on AM, they ufually fed, and 
eccafionally on worms and other vermin bred in rotten trees ; neither 
knew they the comforts of fire-light, either by oil, wax, or tallow-can- 
dles; nor had they any iron inftruments. Yet (fuch are the almoft mar- 
vellous effe€ts of commerce and navigation, joined to a tropical climate) 
thofe very ifles are, in our days, plentifully ftocked with all fuch conve- 
niencies, {the vine only excepted, which does not ufually thrive fo near 
the equator), which are long fince naturalized to their climate. It is 
true, that on the middle continent of America (which was not difeover- 
ed till the former part of the next century), the Spaniards found the na- 
tives of Mexico and Peru much more civilized than in any other part of 


America, whether iflands or continent; they had better houfes and tem- 


ples; they made a fort of cotton cloth; they had wooden {word 
{pears, hardened by fire, and pointed with flint; and one. a 
had no iron, yet in Peru they had copper tools, inftruments, and veffels. 


* To find the way to the Ealt Indies was un- pofiti 
À í a f tion of the eaftern parts of Afia i 
doubtedly the obje& of Columbus; and he was en- Ptolemy, who has EA eles a 


iftance beyond their true fituation. M. 


couraged to expect the accomplifhment of it by the ~ digious d 


ee by perfevering in a Weftern courfe he, fhould arrive: 
at the eaftern coatft of Afia, if he did not fall in with any intervening 
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Herrera, the great Spanith hiftorian of America, exprefsly affirms, ‘ That . 
‘ neither on the continent, nor ifles of the Weft-Indies, (the name the © 


* Spaniards ufually give to all America), were there either filk, wine, 
‘ fugar, olives, wheat, barley, or pulfe; all which, and many other 


‘ things, have been tranfplanted thither from Spain.’ Their own 


original productions were only tobacco, indigo, cochineal, cotton, gin- 
ger, cocoa, pimento, fundry ufeful drugs and woods for dying, fur- 
niture, phyfic, and fhip and houfe-building. Our Britith colonifts have 
fince found plenty of ironftone, as alfo copper and lead mines. And it 
is from thofe two countries of Spain and Portugal, that Europe has been 
fupplied with that immenfe quantity of treafure, which has fo much en- 
riched and improved it. From. Peru and Mexico, as alfo from fome 
Weft-India ifles, Europe has been fupplied with great quantities of ex- 
cellent materials for dying, (and above all, with that incomparable one 
of cochineal, hitherto peculiar only to Mexico), drugs, gums, colours 
and minerals for painters, preferved fruits of their own growth, ginger, 
Jamaica pepper (called pimento), tobacco; furs, fkins, and many excel- 
lent timbers ; all which were originally in thofe countries, but which 
have, by the cultivation of the Eurepeans, been fince improved in qual- 
ity, and much increafed in quantity: So that, upon the whole, it may 
be faid, that, even abftraGting from the gold and filver of America, 
there has really been a greater acceflion of rich and ufeful materials for 
commerce introduced into it by the Europeans (their great improve~ 
ments of American productions jointly confidered) than all America 
afforded, before it was known to Europe; all which, through the be- 
nignity of the climate, and the fertility of the virgin foil-of America, 
have long fince repaid, and do ftill continue to fupply Europe with im- 
menfe ufury. This, it is true, was alfo moftly the cafe with refpe@ to 
many of the colonies fettled in ancient times by the Arabians, Egyp- 
tians, Phoenicians, Greeks, and Romans, though perhaps not in fo emi-- 
nent a degree as in the modern cafe of the plantation of America: 


Columbus, in his way homeward, called at the great and fine ifland . 


of Efpanola (or Hifpaniola), where he bartered bits of glafs, fmall hawks 
bells, and fuch other trifles, with the natives, for plates of virgin gold; 
which they wore as ornaments, beaten into fhape with a: ftone, and made 
without melting or refining the ore, of which they were totally ignor- 
ant.. Here he loft his beft fhip; and, leaving forty-nine of his men in a. 
wooden fort,, he returned to Spain, full of glory, having been no longer. 
than fix months and an half in.making thefe difcoveries, from.his fet-. 
ting out to: hs return. 

That America could not have been much longer hid from the Europ-- 


eans feems at leaft probable, by reafon that the ufe of the magnetic 


needle in navigation was general, if not univerfal ; more efpecially after- 
the Portuguefe went fo far fouthward. in their difcoveries on the weft 
À 2 
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4 ò A. D. 1492. 
coafts of Africa, which, lying fo near to Brafil, any fer ne 
would have brought them on that coaft, as was a tually E caivet 
There is alfo one part of our old continent which hes y 
eee -<a than the moft wefterly part of Africa does to Brafil, 
nearer to America a P Norway-Lapland, oppofite to New-Greenland, 
ee ue ee Di a f the American continent: But the 
which is now known to be a part o i, nae 
ifland of Iceland, known and peopled from: Norway many ay ies prior 
to the difcovery im queftion, is yet nearer to another partio merica. 
Thus have we endeavoured, as briefly as confifted with perfpicuity, : 
to exhibit the original grounds and aétual accomplifhment of the difco- 
very of America by Columbus. — i : 
1493-—Loaded with honours, titles, and applaufe, that now great man 
fet out in the following year on his fecond voyage to Hifpaniola, which 
continued to be the principal colony of Spain in America, until Cortes 
conquered the kingdom of Mexico in the year 1519. Thither Columbus 
now carried fifteen hundred men in feventeen fhips, with provifions and 
ammunition in abundance, and alfo feeds of various kinds, horfes, cows, 
hogs, &c. implements of hufbandry, and tools for working filver and 
gold mines ; commodities for barter, and many other neceflary things. 
And as his forty-nine men, with their fort, were deftroyed, he now built 
feveral new forts, and founded the prefent capital city of that ifland, 
which he named St. Domingo; but the numbers he brought with him 
now excited a jealoufy in the minds of the Indian caciques or princes, 
which engaged him in a bloody war with the numerous natives, a third 
part of whom were, it feems, deftroyed by the Spaniards in three or 
four years. By a tax of gold-duft, to be gathered by the natives out of 
their rivers'and-brooks, he amafled a good deal of treafure, which he 
-fent home to his Catholic Majefty ; and he returned home in 1496, to 
an{wer the accufations raifed againft him by the Spanith fettlers at Hif- 
paniola; which ifland, however, had not hitherto made Spain gainers 
‘upon the whole, by reafon of the very expenfive embarkations to it, and 
the maintenance of garrifons, &c. Pope Alexander VI, upon applica- 
tion from King Ferdinand the Catholic, granted him the fovereignty ot 
this new world; and to prevent difputes between Spain and Portugal 
he particularly confirmed to.the Spanifh crown all the countries whieh 
they already had, or which they afterward fhould difcover etend E 
a line drawn from pole to pole, at the diftance of one induced iss ues 
weft of the Azores and Cape Verd ifles; but the king of Portug: 1 5 b 
jecting to:that divifion, it was this fame year agreed = eae oe 
‘crowns, that the line of divifion fhould (according to Hergera, &c.) m 


removed 270 leagues farther weft; and that all that thould be dilcover- 


ed eait of it fhould belong to Portugal, and all.weft of it to Spain: thofe 


two nations thus modeftly claiming an exclufive rig} 
oes ge ght to both the In- 
dies, and thereby effectually barring the reft of R oa ea 
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future hopes of making any new difcoveries, eaft, weft, fouth, or north, 
in the whole habitable world ! 

In the fecond voyage Columbus vifited the confiderable ifle of St. 
John de Porto Rico, where there was plenty of timber, but no Europ- 
ean grain; their bread being chiefly caflada root. There were faid 
to have' been wild grapes, but they never made wine of them ; they had ' 
alfo pimento and cotton. The Spaniards are faid to have deftroyed moft 
of the natives, very few now being left in that fine ifle, of late much 
neglected by Spain, although its. firuation be extremely happy, between 
Hifpaniola on the weft, the Virgin and Caribbee ifles on the eaft, and 
Terra Firma fouthward ; and its productions, natural and naturalized, 
faid to be equal to any of the other ifles, were they equally cultivated. 

From this year 1493, when they firft began to bring home any confi- 
derable quantity of treafure from America to Spain, to the year 1724, 
Uftariz, an eminent modern Spanifh author, aflerts, that the gold and 
filver brought home amounted to five thoufand millions of dollars or 


‘pieces of eight, being above twenty-one and an half millions yearly on 


a medium, equal to upwards of five millions Sterling yearly: Yet as all 


this treafure neceflarily goes out every year to other European nations 
for their manufactures and produét, with which Spain and its Indies are 
fupplied in immenfe quantities, fome have been of opinion, that it had 


been happier for Spain if fhe had never planted in America, without 
fhe had at the fame time cultivated manufactures of all kinds, where- 
by fhe might have not only kept much of her American treafure with- 


in herfelf for the fupport of her manufactures, but alfo thofe manu- © 


faCtures would. by a neceflary increafe of people, have contributed to 
make up the lofs of the native Spaniards tranfplanted in great numbers 
to America. 

Authors compute, that foon after the planting of Mexico and Peru, 
the quantity of money in Europe was doubled, in refpect to what it 
was before: wherefore the rates or prices of all things were alfo doubled : 
which proportionably decreafed the profits of Spain by her Ameri- 
can colonies. Baron Montefquieu is of opinion, that in about little 
‘more than 200 years, the fpecie or money of Europe has been doubled 
five times; and that it is now, to what it was before the Indian treafure 
came amongft us, as 32 is tor. Yet this computation will probably feem 
much exagzerated to many, who know that a very great part of the 
filver annually brought from America has been every year tranfported 
to Eaft-india, from whence no part of it ever returns to Europe; nei- 
ther do the advanced prices of provifions, &c. at this time, bear any 
near proportion to that author’s fuppofition. Before this grand difcov- 
ery, the courts of princes in Europe had not the luftre of modern times, 
though more crowded with attendants, who however were fuftained at 
a much fmaller charge than could be done in our days. But when 


go 
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a. ican treafures, Europe foon’put ` q 
coin puree into Europe an Pane and lefs manufacture 
on a new face; for Spain, avis keep thofe treafures to herfelf, but “Hes 
of lier own, could by n° as the more induftrious nations of xa 
epee ae oa wants at home, and more efpecially for al- 
` rope, to pay, for . oe cargoes for America; infomuch ‘that it ban 
# moft pe n T greater part of the treafures of America centere 
e ED siyap main i untries of Europe. ` . 
jn the pee pee ct the Netherlands; having made 
EO aan lefs regardful to keep due meafures with 
eace with France, feemed leis reg et eee aremont cen 
H VIL king of England, with refpect to e E rn 
A hef; dowa er to the-pretender called Perkin War deck. s 
bycie ea a È : rce with the Netherlands, and 
ked Henry to break off all comme oe 
provok ‘jemings out of England ; whereupon the archd i 
Toghanithighe E ER land which carried all the Englifh trade 
ohedirhe Baio a ae nee hold long, the trade being of 
directly to Calais ; but this could not- ho 8> | 7 
i h parties. ; 
a a i SEA commerce with the Nethen goes a che 
ry great advantage, 1€1r - 
oe Bon ies a a 
i ir grea 7 ; 
T Pee mi to the confiderable detriment of (he ssommanyyet 
Englifh merchants-adventurers, who were wont to import tuch directly 
from the Netherlands; whereupon the London journeymen, aBRIe: 
' tices, and mob, attacked and rifled their warehoules in the Steelyard ; 
* but thofe rioters were foon fupprefled, and duly punifhed: 

The manner of making prefents’to ambafladors in thofe times was 
different from the modern more elegant. one,though probably more ex- 
penfive. We find the ambafladors of Denmark, at their audience of 
leave of king Henry VII, were ordered the following prefents, viz. To 

* the chancellor of Denmark L.100; to the doctor L.40; to the chan- - 
cellor’s brother L.20; to the herald L.10.—[Federa, V. vii, $- 516.] 

The fame year the alliance between England and Spain was renewed; 

: and the marriage-contract, made three years before, between Arthur ` 
prince of Wales and the infanta Catherine (with her portion of 200,000 
crowns), was now alfo confirmed. [Fadera, V. xii, $. 517.) 

An act of the Scottifh parliament, this fame year, direéts that fhips 
and buffes for the fifhery be built in all fea-ports, fo as none of them be 
under 20 tons burden; and that they be provided with nets, &c. . And 


that the magiftrates of thofe towns compel all idle perfons to ferve in 
them 


1494.—The Hanfeatic hiftorian Werdenhag 


gen [V i, part 4, p: 10.] 
acquaints us, that the powerful dukes of Brunfwick andLunenburg, having 
with a great force invefted the city of Brunfwick, the Hanfeatic league 
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fo effectually fupported that famous member of their confederacy, that 
they effeGed an amicable compofition between both parties. 

In this fame year (according to Sir James Ware’s Annals of Ireland, 

p. 29.) the Irith ftacutes were firft written in Englith ; whereas the laws 
of former parliaments were in the old French tongue, and digefted into 
rolls. 2 

The Scottith parliament now made a iaw, obliging all workmen and 

tradef{men to fubmit to the regulations of the civil magiftrates, with re- 

ard to the prices of things fold by them, more efpecially of eatables 
and drinkables. Another Scottifh law of this year obliged all freehold- œ 
ers to put their eldeft fons to fchools to learn Latin, and afterwards for 
three years to ftudy philofophy and law. 

Toward the clofe of this century, the excellent {cience of algebraical 
arithmetic began to be known in Europe ; a fcience which has proved 
extremely ufeful in many parts of the mathematics, and in all calcula- 
tions for intereft, annuities for lives and terms, reverfions, difcounts,, s 
&c. The earlieft printed author on it was Lucas de Burgo, an Ttalian 
friar, whofe work was printed at Venice this year. It is faid an Arab- 
ian, named Geber, was the inventor of this noble art, about the-year 
950; though fome think that the Perfians, Indians, and Chinefe, had it : 
much earlier ; while others again aferibe its invention to the Greeks, as, 
far back as Plato’s time. 

King Henry VI, for the accommodation of fuch of his fubjeéts as- 
fhould trade to Italy with their fhips and merchandize, appointed Bene- 
di& and Laurence Bomuci, jointly and feparately, to be confuls and 
prefidents of the Englith merchants at Pifa, and the places adjacent in 
Italy, upon the fame terms or allowance with former confuls, viz. one- 
fourth part of a ducat upon every 100 ducats. [Fædera, V. xii, p. 553-] _% ’ 

1495-—Upon the death of Don Juan, the heir of the crown of Gaf- ; 
tile, the people of all ranks clothed themfelves in white ferge; which, 
(fays Herrera) was the laft time that white mourning was ufed in Spain. 

Emanuel king of Portugal, about this time ordered all the Jews and 
Moors toleave his kingdom bya prefixed time, or elfe to be perpetual flaves. 
The Moors immediately withdrew into Africa; but from the Jews he 
took all their. children under fifteen years old, and baptized them ; and 
the old ones were fo perpetually harraffed, perfecuted, and defignedly 
obftructed in their journey out of that country, that, to avoid the per- 
petual flavery intended, they outwardly confented to be baptized, but 
inwardly retained their old religion, and therewith doubtlefs an irrecon- 
cileable hatred to their perfecutors. [Pufendorf s Introduction to the Hif- 
tory of Europe.| d 

- This year was aufpicious to the Britifh empire by a treaty being con- 
cluded for a marriage between James IV king of Scotland, and the lady 
Margaret, daughter of Henry VII king of England, which laid the 
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foundation of an happy union of the two kingdoms : yet a es 
and portion were ufte till the year 1500, nor the contummat 
pe Rice: ee aa Etisal Cee eines and differences, and a long fuf- 

Sae aloE commerce between England and the SE a EE 
which, (fays Lord St. Albans), the merchants-adventurers, - m a 
ftrong company at that time, and well underfet with rich men, held out 
bravely, taking off the commodities of the kingdom, though they a: 
dead upon their hands for want of vent, a new and folemn treaty o 
peace, commerce, and alliance, was concluded between king Henry 
WII and the archduke Philip, fovereign of the Netherlands, which, 
for its excellency and importance, was. dignified by the Netherlanders 
with the name of intercur/us magnus, both becaufe it is more complete 
than preceding ones, and alfo to digmify it from the treaty that follow- 
ed in the 21ft year of the king (1506), which they called intercurfus 
malus; in fubftance as follows. 

I) Mutual liberty allowed on both fides to trade to each others do-- 
minions, without afking for licence or paffport.—To carry all manner 
of merchandize, whether wool, leather, yictuals, arms, horfes, jewels,. 
or any other wares, either by land or water, from Calais, England. and: 
Ireland, to the countries of Brabant, Flanders, Hainault, Holland, Zea- 
land, and Mechlin, and from thefe provinces to Calais, Engiand, and 
Ireland ; and that both parties may freely refort to and unload at all 
the cuftomary ports, and reload, and thence freely depart. . 

TI) Merchants, mariners, &c. may, on both fides, carry weapons of 


defence in their fhips, and bring them on fhore to their lodgings, where - 


they fhall leave their fwords, daggers, &c: till they go onboard again. 

Il) The fifhers on both fides may freely fih on the feas, without 
any fafe conduct afked ; and when driven into each others ports, by 
tempeft or other neceffity, they fhal be fafe there; and have tree liber- 
ty to depart at pleafure, paying the cuftomary dues. 

IV) Firates, and fhips of the enemies of either party, fhall not be 
permitted to rob, or otherwife injure the fubjeGs of either party in 
their refpective havens and countries; nor to land nor fell there the 
gods or fhips taken from either party. z 

V) And to the end that captures of fhi 
hereafter ceafe between both parties, 
double the value of hip and goods, 
out on a voyage, that they fhall not co 
the fubjects of the other party. 

VI) The thips of either party, 
party, by ftorm, enemies, &c. fh 
part again freely ; 


ups, perfons, and goods, may: 
it is agreed, that fecurity, to’ 
be given by fhipmafters fetting 


dreo ‘into the ports of the other 
all remain there fafely, and may de- 
but they fhall not open nor unload their Bierchand- 


` 


mmit any piracy or robbery on 
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ize, without a vifible neceflity, and without the prefence and confent 
of the cuftom-houfe officers. ioe 

VII) The merchants, mariners, &c. of both parties fhall not import r 
into the other party’s country the goods of an enemy to that party. 

VIII) If it {hall happen, that a fhip of either of the contracting parties 
be wrecked on the fhores of the: other party, though there fhall not be 
found therein alive either man, woman, cat, dog, or cock *, yet the 
goods in the faid fhip fhall be preferved, and laid up for a year and a 
day, by the proper officers of the place ; within which time the proper 
owners may come and make out their claim, and receive the goods, 
paying the requifite expenfes for recovering and keeping the fame. 

IX) The merchants of both parties fhall have proper houfes for them- 
felves and their merchandize, in the feveral towns and cities of the: 
other party, with the fame privileges and immunities as have been. 
cuftomary before the laft fifty years; and fhall, in all refpedts, be as. iy 
kindly treated as any other foreign nation refiding there. 

X) The officers in either country, appointed for fearching for con=- 
traband goods, fhall perform it civilly, without fpoiling them, or break- 
ing the chefts, barrels, packs, or facks, under pain of one month’s 
imprifonment. And when the fearchers fhall have opened them, they 
fhall affift in the fhutting and mending of them, &c. Nor {hall they 
compel the owners to fell or difpofe of the fame againft their own in- 
clinations. ; 

XI) If the Englith refiding in the Netherlands fhall fufpect a debtor- 
there to intend an elopement, the debtor may be compelled to give 
fecurity there for paying the ‘debt ; and the Netherlanders in England. 


fhall enjoy the fame benefit. ; 

XII) Upon any damage or violence done to the fubje&ts of either of ; E 
the contracting parties, the damaged party fhall not immediately take ) an 
out letters of marque or reprifals, nor arreft either the perfon or goods 
of the accufed party ; but fhall firft warn. and fummon him before his bi 


refpective prince, who alone ought to give redrefs to the injured party. 
XTIT) All letters of marque and reprifals fhall be called in, and fhall 
remain fufpended on both fides, unlefs it fhall be otherwife determined e 
by a future congrefs of both parties. ; ; 
XIV) And as it is forbidden to the Englifh.and others to enter the: 
caftle of Sluys in Flanders ; it is now ftipulated, that in cafe, through 
ignorance, or any other caufe not appearing to be fraudulent, any’ 
merchants, or other fubjeéts of the king of England} hall happen to: i 
enter the gate of the faid caftle, they fhall not, merely for that caufe, ` 7 
be injured in their perfons nor goods, “a ; 


# 


*sThis is an enlargément of the former wreck-law in favour of the fufferers. 
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; , d of filver 
à ‘ne bullion of gold an 
TR fh fhall freely bring Teni -der carry the 
~~) Sencar from other countries, 1n eae T Srp 
through the Ne d, provided they bring certificates fro tushi 
ame e Te n countries, of the quantity of bullion to 
officers of tho 


5 MA ae and anciently known and received weights 


in either country. — see Seats 
Le eae ae of this peace and inter ga ad 
there were appointed by king ae Lanes oan aldermen. of 
fundry lords therein named, a pee ie bury, Rochefter, South- 
London, York, Briftol, Winchefter, Canter ae Spip mónth, 
am i Sandwich (Zandwic), Dover, Lynn, E j ewa Reid 

i Wi helfea, Bofton, Yarmouth, and Berwick; who @ héir 
aL eta : ili der the obligation of all their 

felves to the archduke Philip, under 5 A ‘ 
a. ar and future, to endeavour to the utmoft of their ide A 
n J : : 4 3 
(See king Henry VII fhould oe keep es Sauces n 
: On Rene art of the archduke there w 
be oak a oe Sabie ues and alfo the burgomafters of Gaunt, 
ound fever , r RERS Deor 
({ cir 7 Antwerp, Bergen-op-zoom, rt, 
a L t Pe nhac re, Zirikzée, Terveer, Mechlin, 

lft, Leyden, Amfterdam, Middelburg, Zirikzee, » M 
a Briel. to fee the faid peace and intercourfe of commerce faithfully 
kept. . P 

i 1 6-63 r April 1476. 
Signed at London, 24th Feb. 1495-6; ratified Apri 

Whereupon (fays Lord St. Albans, in his Arffory of king Henry Vil), 
the Englifh merchants returned to their manfion at Antwerp, where 
they were received with proceffion and joy. Seren ; = 

“The reader, who knows the hiftories of thofe times, will, we appre- 
hend, plamly perceive the reafons for the Netherlanders ftiling. this 
treaty the zntercurfus magnus ; as it is, indeed, a very diftinct and ample 
one for the prevention of all depredations and wrongs on either fide, as 
well as for a free and undifturbed fifhery and commerce. 

We need not here remark, that the ancient way of cautionary con- 
fervators, both of nobility and cities, for the keeping of fuch treaties, 
is long fince laid afide between princes and ftates, as not anfw 
valuable end: Yet, in treating with the Hanfe towns, and oth 
governments, fuch confervators might have poflibly added fome force 
to their treaties. For this very treaty is declared to be made not only 
between the fovereigns of both countries, but alfo between the vafials, 


cities, and fubjedts; and that thofe alone who fhould do any injury fhould 
be punifhed, and none others; the peace, neverthelefs, remaining in 
full force. And this treaty was not only figned by the plenipotentiaries 
and fealed by the burgomafters 
mentioned ; all which is thereby 
of amity and commerce 


ering any 
er popular 


of both princes, but was likewife figned 
of the cities of the Netherlands above 
declared to be for the greater fecurity 
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We now come to the firft attempt by England for the difcovery of 
unknown countries. King Henry VII, perceiving his error in negle&t- 
ing the propofal of Columbus, thought to retrieve it by his grant on 
the 5th of March 1495-6, to John’Cabot (or Gabota), a citizen of Ve- 
nice, then fettled at Briftol, and‘ to his fons, Lewis, Sebaftian, and 
Sanches, authorifing them to navigate all the parts, countries, and bays 
of the eaftern, weftern, and northern feas, under the Englifh flag, with 
five fhips, and as many men as they fhall judge proper, at their own 
fole cofts and charges, to difcover the countries of gentiles or infidels, 
in whatever part of the world they may be fituated, which have hither- 
to been unknown to all chriftians*; with power to them, or any of 
them, to fet up our banners in any town, cattle, ifland, or continent 
of the countries fo to be difcoyered by them: And fuch of the faid 
towns, caftles, or iflands, fo found out and fubdued by them, to occupy 
and poflefs, as our vaflals, governors, lieutenants, and deputies, the 
dominion, title, and jurifdiétion thereof, and of the terra firma or con- 
tinent fo found out remaining to us; provided (fays this wary king) 
that out of all the profits, emoluments, advantages, gains and produce 
arifing from this navigation or expedition, the faid Cabot and fons fhall 
be obliged to pay us, for each voyage they fhall fo make, on their re- 
turn to our port of Briftol (to which port they are hereby abfolutely: 
bound to fteer), after all needful cofts and charges are deduéted, one 
fifth part of the whole capital gain, either in merchandize or in mo- 
ney.—The faid Cabots to be free from all cuftoms on the goods they 
{hall fo import.—The lands they fhall fo difcover and. fabdue fhall not 
be frequented nor vifited by any others of our fubjects, without the li- 
cence of Cabot and his fons, under forfeiture, &c. [Fédera, V. Xu). p.- 
595-1 l 
a was a fufficient charter. to the Cabots for taking pofleffion: of - 
all the continent of North America, had they: had refolution and means 
fufficient for planting what they the following year difcovered ;;or ra- 
ther, had this king had {pirit and generofity enough to fupport fuch a 
plantation at his own expenfe, whereby the Englifh would not only 
have been, the firft difcoverers, but would have had the ftart.of all other 
nations, in being the firft planters of the American. continent.. They 
fet out (fays lord St. Albans). with one Briftol fhip;. and. three from 
London, loaded with grofs and flight wares, and went as far as the 
north fide of Terra di Labrador, in 67+ degrees of latitude.. PONEC 

Captain Fox, in his book called the North-Weft Fox, printed.in the 
year 1635, fays he took the way towards Iceland from beyond the Cape | 
of Labrador, until he found himfelf in 58 degrees and. better ; thence 
he failed fouthward along the fhores of America, as far as the ifle of. 

* King Henry evidently pays no regard to the Pope’s divifion of the undifcovered -parts of the 
world between Spain and Portugal. B : 
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; ‘e, king Henry VII be- i 
Cuba; and fo returned back to England; E a oi to any 
: : -with Scotland, there was no 1 f 
ing engaged in a wal world ; fo that Sebaftian, the moft active 
farther difcoveries of the new ‘ed into the fervice of Spain, and was 
i i f the Cabots, entered into t ee . i 
and ingenious o American difcoveries. Hakluyt (in the dedi- 
inftrumental in farther RE ES to Sir Robert Cecil, fecretary 
cation of the ad volume OF one a er with juftice, that not only 
en Elizabeth, 1599), aflerts, thes 
of fate to Queen © ; Peter Martyr ab Angleria, Francis Lo- 
Beet Sd paciianted Vv enctian, John Baptifta Ramu- 
R d ren geographer Popliniere, &c. all acknowlege, ‘with 
aes cae kat of the great tract of land, from 67 degrees northward 
iB he rete of Florida, was firft difcovered by England, as above. 
m ; » Thou, or Thuanus, (1. xliv.) {peaking of the firft dif- 
The prefident De Thou, noS : i agin eche 
covery of Florida, about the beginning of the next. Ss Vor V ae But 
Spaniards abfolutely claim to themielves, has this expre ion, abe nett 
« what is more certain, and which very many affirm, long before this 
+ time, Sebaftian Cabot, a Venetian navigator, not unfkilled in aftro- 
‘ nomy, under the authority of Henry V If, king of England, and in 
< emulation of Columbus (whofe fame at that time was {pread abroad), 
« did, in the year 1496, firit of any arrive in this province.’ Herrera 
Jlikewife, in his general hiftory of Amezica, fays of Cabot’s expedition, 
“* That he advanced as far as 68 degrees of north latitude, and finding 
* the cold very intenfe, even in July, he durft not proceed any farther ; 
“ but that he gave a better account of all thofe parts than any other had 
‘ done? How weak then are the pretenfions of France to the prior dif- 
covery of North America, alleging that John Verazzani, a Florentine, 
employed by their king Francis I, was the firit difcoverer of thofe 
coaits, feeing that king did not come to the crown till above nineteen 
years after Cabot’s difcovery of the whole coaft of North America, be- 
tween 68 degrees north and the fouth end of Florida? So that, from 
beyond Hudfon’s bay, (into which bay alfo Cabot then failed, and gave 
Englifh names to fundry places therein), fouthward to Florida, the 
whole extent of North America, on the eaftern coaft, does, by all the 
right that prior difcovery can give, belong to the crown of Great Bri- 
tam; excepting, however, what our monarchs have, by fubfequent trea- 
ties with other European powers, given up or ceded. Thefe authentic 
authors are a cloud of evidences, greater than which cannot perhaps be re 
He hiftory ; and even Columbus himfelf faw not the continent 
= ieee Looe ae ve as fundry new interefts, claims, and 
E ERTE ee ae = ince the times in which they flourifhed, 
+ ahe nne eE bi 3 elonged would not probably be forry that 
hove PE OF tala med in eternal oblivion. The main end of the 
e attem ot’s from England was fa 


: near thofe times, to have been to difcover a 
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} Indies or fpice-iflands, or China, then called Cathaya, whither fome tra- 
| vellers had gone over land in the 11th, 12th, and 13th centuries. Ca- 
bot having failed as far north as 674 degrees, the land which he firft 
faw was the country between the mouth of the river of Canada and 
| Hudfon’s Strait, and which he therefore named Prima Vifta [z. e. firft 
feen] which name it foon loft, and next got the name of Corterealis 
from a Portuguefe, who, from Lifbon, fell in with that coaft in the year 
1500, calling alfo the north part of it Eftotiland. After the French had 
fettled in Canada, they called the whole country New France. Laftly, r 
from the Englifh difcoveries on the north parts of that country, deep 
into the bay of Hudfon, it was called New Britain ; though the Fortu- 
guefe, in fome of their maps, call it Terra di Labrador, its only pro- 
du& hitherto being peltry, furs, and feathers *. i i 
The firft ftatute made in England, giving any particular direétions A 
concerning impotent beggars [11.-Hen. VII, c.2.] directs, that every beg- 
gar not able to work, fhall refort to the hundred where he laft dwelt, is 
beft known, or was born; and fhall there remain, upon pain of being 
fet in the ftocks three days and three nights, with only bread and wa-` 
ter, and then fhall be put out of town. A poor relief this for thofe im- 
potent people! Yet as there were monafteries and nunneries every 
where, which had good incomes and warm kitchens, the poor had the 
a much better chance than if they were now to be referred only to mak 
precarious relief. * 
Foreigners refiding in England, having frequently been made deni- ; 
zens by letters-patent from the king, whereby they had the fubftantial 
benefit of paying no higher cuftoms, &c. than natural born fubjects, 
they greatly abufed that privilege, by colouring the merchandize of o- 
ther foreigners or merchants-ftrangers, by entering their merchandize 
at the cuftom-houfes as their own proper goods. 
To obviate this fraud, a law was made [11. Hen. VII, c. 14.] that all 
merchants-ftrangers, made denizens by letters-patent or otherwife, 
fhould hereafter pay fuch “cuftoms and fubfidies for their goods and - i 


* As Mr. Anderfon builds:fo much upon the | < A. D. 1497, John Cabot, a Venetian, and 
priority of the difcovery of the continent of Ame- € Sebaltian his fon, with an Englith fleet, fer 
rica by Cabot in the fervice of England, it is a © fail from Briftow, difcovered that ifland, which 


pity that authors do not agree in the date of it. ‘ before that time no man had attempted, on “oe 
be But, without repeating the difcordant authorities © the 24 of June.’ à ; 
ye: S of thofe who date it in 1496, 1498, and 1499, 3 : 
g -< we may depend on the contemporary teftimony of This date (1497) has accordingly been adopt- 
alderman Fabian, who fays, that he failed in the ed by the judicious authors, Raynal, Forfter, » 
A i 


beginning of May, in the mayoralty of John Henry, Robertfon, &e. 

Tate (i. e. 1497), but returned in the fubfequent Without paying any attention to priority of 
mayoralty of William Purchafe, with three /a/va- difcovery, the Englith could found their right, at 
ges from Newfoundland. Fox, alfo quotes the fol- leait to a very great part of their territories in Ac 
lowing infeription, engraved near Newfoundland, merica, on the much more honourable title of a 
in a map publifhed by Scbaftian, the fon of John purchafe from the aboriginal proprietors. JZ. 
Cabot. À 5 


f 
ad 
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merchandize, inward and outward, as they fhould have paid if fuch de 
nization had never been genie ene es SNCS ieda 
This year (or the beginning or the ye MST sa Se 

Ja; but not being then certain that ıt was ¢ p 

the D EA TRN America, and Americus Vefpucius going foon 
e a oL Ce Hemera) artkli gained the glory of the 
: : < although, when Columbus came again on 

difcovery of the continent; a ugh, h e 
that coaft, he made it appear that it was the fame he had dı - 
ge es en (im Hen. VII, c: 4.] gives directions for making 
weights and meafures, as a public ftandard all over England, to be taken 
from thofe in the exchequer, and to be lodged in the principal cities 
and towns ;.from which ftandards other weights and mea{ures were to 
be made, fealed, and marked, for private ufe. Thofe cities and towns 
were the fhire-towns, and moft frequented places in each county, and 
therefore needlefs to be here particularized, as being the fame as at this 

time. a 

1497.—The Portuguefe, fince the difcovery of Africa as far fouthas the 
Cape of Good Hope, feem to have contented themfelves with what they 
had already done, till the year 1497, when king Emanuel determined to 
puth his inquiries farther. He therefore fent out Vafco de Gama with 
Tiree fhips and a tender, who, in five months time, got to the north- 
eaftward of that famous promontory, and at Mozambique (where they 
{poke Arabic) he got a Moorifh pilot for Quiloa and Mombaza on the 
fame coaft, where he found large fhips from Arabia and India; and 
here he found the Moors pofleffed of fea-charts, quadrants, and even of 
the compafs ;.and:at, Melinda he got a-Guzerat pilot for Calecut in In- 
dia, which he found to be a large and populous place, where there were 
above 1500 fail of hips, ill built, and worfe fupplied with proper tack- 
ling, &c. for long voyages; neither had they as yet there got the ufe of 
the compafs ; but they carried on a great trade in {pices and other In- 
dian merchandize > and here he found fome Moorifh merchants and 
one italian. Thence he returned back to Melinda, and fo home. in 
about twenty-fix months, to Lifbon. So here wasa furprifing new the- 
ie for commerce opened for Portugal to a@ on, which we {hall fee 
Eee basen aprang to good purpofe, till riches brought on 
» prodigality, and eteminacy amongft the people, whereby a door 


a 


i aet nm fhall have free recou 
exaction to be taken by any Engh fraternity ; which very much 

t tes which took up fo many pages of hl 
and even of entire books, from this time dowh save ee 
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years, between the feparate merchants-adveriturers * or traders, from 
many parts of England, on one fide, and a fele¢ét company of mer- 
chants, which had exifted for 200 years, and about thefe times began 
to give themfelves the pompous title of the Company of Merchants-Ad- 
venturers of England, though they were not dignified by royal charter 
with this title till the year 1505. The preamble to this ftatute, of which we 
here give the fubftance, fets forth (by way of petition to the Houfe of 
Commons, from the merchants-adventurers refiding in divers parts of 
England out of the city of London), That whereas they trade beyond 
fea with their goods and merchandize, as.well into Spain, Portugal, Bre- 
tagne, Ireland, Normandy, France, Seville, Venice, Dantzic, Eaftland, 
Frifeland, and many other parts+; there to buy and fell, and make 
their exchanges, according to the laws and cuftoms of thofe parts ; every 
one trading as feems moft to his advantage, without exaction, fine, impo- 
fition, or contribution, to be had-or taken of them, or any of them, to, 
for, or by any Englifh perfon or perfons: And in like fort they, before 
this time, have had, ufed, and of right ought to have and ufe the like 
commerce into the coafts of Flanders, Holland, Zealand, Brabant, and 
other adjacent parts, under the obedience of the archduke of Burgun- 
dy; in which places are ufually kept the univerfal marts or fairs, four 
times in the year; to which marts all Englifhmen, and divers other naz 
tions, in time paft, have ufed to refort, there to fell their own commo- 
dities, and freely to buy fuch merchandize as they had occafion for ; 
till now of late, that the fellowfhip of the mercers, and other merchants 
and adventurers, dwelling, and being free within the city of London, 
by confederacy amongft themfelves, for their own fingular profit, con- 
trary to every Enghifhman’s liberty, to the liberty of the faid mart 
there, and contrary to all law, reafon, charity, right, and confcience, have 
made an ordinance among themfelves, to the prejudice of all other Eng- 
lifhmen, that no Englifhman, reforting to the faid mart, fhall either 
buy or fell any merchandize there, unlefs he fhall have firft compound- 


ed and made fine with the faid fellowfhip of merchants of London, at 


their pleafure, upon pain of forfeiture to the faid fellowthip of fuch their 
faid merchandize: Which fine, impofition, and exaétion, at the begin- 
ning, when firft taken, was demanded by colour of the fraternity of 
St. Thomas Becket ; at which time it was only an old noble Sterling :” 
And fo, by colour of fuch feigned holinefs, it hath been fuffered to be 
taken of a few years paft. It was afterwards increafed to 100 fhillings 
Flemifh ; but now the faid fellowfhip of London take of every Eng- 
lif{hman or young merchant, being there, at his firft coming, L.4o Ster-. 
ling for a fine, to fuffer him to buy and fell his own goods. By realon 


* A merchant-adventurer was one who adventured his merchandize to foreign countries. 
‘+ The old a&s of parliament are often very inaccurate in their recital of foreign countri¢s. 
a . St 4 A bea S N y E 
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, i nid fellowhhip, do withdraw them- 
kereofssal mo iesars. o e elen cloth of this realm, 
felves sae a Me reateft commodities of the fame, as well as fun- 
whieh is Ta vith a are not fold nor got off as in times paft, 
e x of fale thereof, in divers parts where fuch cloths are 
Duane, fo oe to London, and there fold at an undervalued price, 
e a ee they coft the makers. Moreover, the merchandize of 
ee foreign parts, imported by the faid fellowfhip, is rog yourcont 
plainants and other fubjects, at fo high a price, that the buyers ee 
live thereupon ; by reafon whereof, all the cities and towns of the 
realm are fallen into great poverty, ruin, and decay, and the king’s cuf- 
toms and fubfidies, and the navy of the land, greatly decreafed. It was 
therefore now enacted, That all Englifhmen from henceforth fhall 
and may freely refort to the coafts of Flanders, Holland, Zealand, Bra- 
bant, and other parts adjoining, under the obedience of the archduke ; 
and at their marts or fairs there, fell their merchandize, and buy and 
make exchange freely, without exadtion, fine, impofition, or contribu- 
tion, taken or received of any of them by the faid fraternity or fellow+ 
fhip, excepting only the fum of 10 merks(L.6: 13:4) Sterling, on pain 
of forfeiting L.20 Sterling for every time they take more, and fhall al- 
fo forfeit to the party fo impofed on, ten times fo much as contrary to 


‘this a& is taken of him. 


By this memorable law we are informed of the extent of the foreign 
commerce of the Englifh merchants at this time; and we are acquaint- 
ed with the gradual fteps of the fociety of London merchants-adventur- 
ers, for increafing their freedom-fines from 6/ 8d to L. go Sterling, 
Thefe freedom-fines are now, by a& of Parliament, fixed at L.6:13:4. 
Neverthclets, as this fine was hereby permitted to be demanded and: 
taken by the London fociety of merchants-adventurers, who foon after. 
aflumed the appellation of the merchants-adventurers of England. it 
was thereby in effc@ eftablithed by law, although the fine -was “thereby 
thus limited, which, in fome meafure, clafhes with the preamble of this- 
ftatute. 

A fupplemental treaty of commerce was concluded between kin 


Henry VII and the archduke Phili fovereig i Jet 
ugar black Pp, Jovereign of the Netherlands, 


D orte new duty of one florin on ever 
and allo whatever other new impofition had been laid 
id there 
now be abfolutely annulled ; and Englith cloth be freely Hee ee 
fold in all the archduke’s countries, Flanders only excepted * Fae of 
t Fi duty of one florin, and of all the other new impofitions, 
) And in cafe at any time the archduke or his fucceflors {hall 


> This excepti in fav i j; 
ception was in favour of the vaft woollen manufactures of Flanders 


& 
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` Riga, coming to England, were to pay the fame duties, &c. as the mer- 


‘[Fadera, V xii, p. 701.] e i. 
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again lay on the duty of one florin on Englifh cloth, or any other new 
impofition, then it hall be free for the king of England either to kee 
or to break this and all former treaties or intercourfes of commerce with 
the Netherlands. 
MI) As to the duty of one mark per fack of wool, which the Nether- 
landers are obliged to pay at the ftaple of Calais, that point fhall be due- 
ly confidered at the enfuing diet or congrefs, to be held at Bruges, be- 2 
tween the two contracting parties. [Fadera, V. xi, p. 654] 4 
1498.—In the year 1498, Louis XII king of France, ratified and con- ae 
firmed the treaty made by his father Charles VIII with Henry VII king 
of England, wherein it had been ftipulated, that fhipmafters, or owners of 
fhips, fhould give fecurity to double the value of thip and cargo, not to 
commit piracy, nor to moleft the fubjects of the other party ; and fun- 
dry other ftipulations were now made for preventing pirates from fell- 
ing their fpoils in the ports of either party, &c. All which ftipulations 
between England and other nations plainly fhow, that in thofe times 
there muft have been much robbing and violence on the feas, even 
whilft peace exifted between nations in general. [Fadera, V. xii, p. 690.] 
This year the city of Riga, asa free and independent ftate, entered 
into a treaty with Henry VII, whereby, I) The mutual intercourfe of ‘ 
commerce was renewed. š 
I) The Englith, trading to Riga and its territory, were to pay no cuf- 
tom, duty, or toll whatever. — ” 
I) But Riga traders, with their fhipsand merchandize brought from 


chants of the Teutonic Hanfe towns do ; and for merchandize from 
other parts the fame duties as other merchants-ftrangers pay. 

IV) Laftly, Riga hereby remits all former claims of money due to * 
her from England, or for which England was any way engaged to the. f 
mafter-general and knights of the crofs of Pruffia ; particularly the fum 
of 10,637 gold nobles, [2/2d Sterling each] the written obligation for - Sei 
which is hereby promifed to be delivered up into the hands of the maf- 
ter of the fociety of Englith merchants refiding at Antwerp or Bruges *. 

1499.—It feems-to have been about the middle, or perhapsnearer to the 
beginning of this century, that the Scots began to have. a confiderable 
fifhery for exportation to foreign markets, which their Parliaments con- 
tinued for fome time to encourage by well-judged laws, although their 
corporation-towns were ftill defirous to confine it to themfelves. The 
forty-ninth act of the fourth parliament of king James IV, now takes 3 
notice of the vaft riches {till loft to Scotland for want of a fufficient a 
number of convenient fhips and buflés to bè employed in the fifhery. ae: 


* Though this treaty may feem fearcely worth notice in the prefent Nate of affairs, it may convey 
fome information to ftatefmen or merchants, ti č 
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ge which thereby might be ' 
: tof the great advantag er sines, 
UT i idle men and vagabonds to Eee ce dhe Bae 
i ae es rofit and univerfal welfare Fearon tons burden or 
for the Rata that fifhing fhips and bufles, Q Te 
ment sare ould be made in all [fea-port] tow 
upwards, : 26 ; 
ion to their ability. : : fequently their naval 
P such regulations Oe aaa e e: oe Behle height; 
Š ftrength, as well as feveral other 1mp EN aint and prohibition threw 
but thew fubfequent illjudged aS ee x a 2 Te oie eater 
all things retrograde, » Fon gate i ne fhould fend any white | 
: they enacted, that no . 
7 icme nny dia fi 2 ers be permitted to come and buy them 
fiih beyond fea ; but that firang E adaon 
: d freemen of burghs with ready g L = 
SEO ge i h Parliament of king James VI, 
cranii “nee Fa s es = : Tite fith to bring their fifh to free 
enjoins all fifhers of herrmg, or othe ll fubjedts, and afterward the 
-e to be fold, firft in common to all 1ubjects, 
pohe Ooa -that the king’s own fubjeđts may be firft ferved ; 
Pi A na ain they may be falted and exported by free 
220 hee thi h wifer would 
: ej d goods. How much w ; 
bureefles, under forfeiture of fhip an ds: : 
thofe law-makers have been, had they permitted the a to eee 
diately exported by any perfons whatever, as it feems had formerly 
railed, ithout any particular regard either to free ports or free- 
ractifed, and without any particular reg ore 
hia > Thus the Scots now entirely loft to the Netherlanders their for mer 
exportation of fih, which imprudence was firft begun by the proves 
ing by-laws of what they call their royal burghs about 70 years before, 
j which they now at length got confirmed by Parliament. awe 
King Henry VII now concluded a new commercial treaty or inter- 
courfe with the archduke Philip, fovereign of the Netherlands ; in 
fubftance as follows, viz. : 
5 1. That, for twelve years to come, a duty of only half a merk (inftead 
“of one merk as hitherto) fhall be paid by the Netherlanders, on every 
fack of wool fold to them at the ftaple at Calais; unlefs it fhall at any 
time happen that there may be a great mortality amongft the fheep in 
England (of which certificates, properly vouched upon oath from Eng- 
land, fhail be produced), in which cafe the whole duty of a merk fhall 
be taken. 


H. On the other fide, the archduke remits, in favour of the Englifh 
j merchants, the one florin per Englifh woollen cloth imported into the 
Netherlands. 
Il. The Englith thall not, as formerly, be obliged to bring all their : 
woollen: cloth to the flaple of Antwerp or Bruges, and no where elfe, 
there to be fealed before removed ; but they fhall now be at full liberty 
to carry their cloth, and to fell it 


in every part of the archduke’s do- 
minions, Flanders alone excepted. : x 
e $ E ka 
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IV. The chief of the Englifh merchants at the fairs of Antwerp and 
Bruges, called the court-mafter, fhall not, as formerly, fix a fet price on 
the merchandize they are to buy at thofe fairs. a 

The other articles relate to the packing of wool in England, wherein 
we find the mayor and conftables of the ftaple at-Weftminifter for the 
fouth parts of England, and the like officers at the ftaple at Bofton for 
the north parts of England, were to be judges and certifiers of the 
package of wool to be brought to the ftaple at Calais. Other articles 
related to the recovery of debts in both countries, and to the effets of 
perfons dying inteftate, &c. All which (the half merk per fack of 
wool excepted) were to remain in force during the joint lives of both 
contracting parties, and one year after the death of the firft. [Federa, 
V. xii, p. 711.] 

Americus Vefpucius, a Florentine, in the fervice of Spain, now failed 


-from Port St. Maries in Andalufia, and made fome difcovery on the 


coaft in South America; and as this was by Spain deemed the firft dif- 
covery of the continent, that whole country had its name from him, 
who did very little towards any material difcoveries, and undoubtedly 
was not the firft difcoverer of that continent, as we have abundantly 
fhown under the year 1496. 

I 500.—Emanuel king of Portugal, encouraged by the fuccefs of the firft 
voyage to Eaft-India, fent out Cabral with 13 fhips and 1200 men, to’ 
make a fettlement there ; but a violent ftorm drove him on the coatt 
of Brafil, of which he immediately advertifed his king, by a veflel 
fent home on purpofe ; and there he left two Portuguefe to explore that 
country *. Every one knows that this noble province has ever fince 
proved an almoft inexhauftible fund of riches to Portugal, and that all 
parts of Europe, which have any commerce with that kingdom, do, in 
{ome meafure, reap the benefits of this fortuitous difcovery. In ano- 
ther ftorm near the Cape of Good Hope, they loft feveral fhips, and 


' with only fix remaining, they arrived at the town of Sofala on the 


fouth-eaft coaft of Africa, which they took poffeflion of, and fortified. 
They afterwards poflefled themfelves of the ifland of Mozambique on 
that coaft, where they built and fortified, and where they alfo refitted, 
and went thence to Quiloa and Melinda, farther north-eaftward on that 
coaft. Travellers obferve, that there is fuch plenty of gold along part 
of the coaft of Africa, that it is juftly fuppofed to have been the Ophir 
of Solomon: Befides, this coaft affords filk, ambergreafe, ivory, and 
faves; and Mozambique has ever fince proved a feafonable port for the 
Portuguefe fhips to refrefh and refit in their voyages to and from India. 
Thence Cabral failed to Calecut, and having contracted friendfhip with 


* Thus, as bas already been obferved, America after the Portuguefe began to navigate the fouth 
could not poflibly have long remained unknown part of the Atlantic ocean. 
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: me, loaded 
the kings of Cochin and Cananor, hait te a aS d with 
with the richeft Indian merchandize, to ™ a en e o aet 
commerce. Portugal was now, indeed, in its en aa S mel E 
ar AE E A in the 7020 Oo estal death 


7 Fa p an f hei 
profperous ftate continued to the year 1578, when the fatal death of their 


romantic king don Sebaftian turned their ce” Le a ae 
verfe, and it has never recovered that moft proiperov č ; 
zas in before that period. ; 
The facet of Bain} in difcovering America, oct ae this 
ime fundry attempts from different countries for farther ‘di ine a 
One Cortereal difcovered a coaft in upwards of 50 degrees of nort $ a 
itude, fouth of the entrance into that fince called Hudfon’s Bay, which 


i war d New Britai d the French 
country the Englifh. afterward named New Britain, and the 


would fain have included in New France ; but in the firft maps it is 
called Corterealis. Other voyages of difcovery were, at different times, 
made from France, Spain, Portugal, and Denmark on that bleak coatft, 
from whence the various names of Eftitoland *, Terra di Labrador, 
Efkimaux, &c. are given to it, or to fome part of it, by the maps of 
different nations; but finding no kind of wealth, but what could be got 
nearer home, viz. by the fifhery (nor a paflage that way to India), 
they all feemed to have no farther inclination for fo mbhofpitable a 
coaft. 

In the treaty for the marriage of Arthur prince of Wales with the 
king of Spain’s daughter, there is a renewal of the intercourfe of com- 
merce between England and Spain, wherein there is nothing particular, 
but a claufe in thofe days much ufed in treaties of commerce (not 
much to the credit of that age), viz. That the fhipmafters of both” na- 
tions fhould thenceforward give fecurity, on their fetting fail for foreign 
parts, in double the value of fhip and cargo, not to commit deprada- 
tions, nor any kind of violence nor injuftice, againft any of the fubjedts 
of the other contracting party. It was hereby alfo in general ftipulated, 
That {pecial care fhould be taken of the merchandize of {hips wrecked 


on the fhores of either party, to be faved and kent fi rg 
aan Sor y pog the right owners.. 

1501.—Emanuel king of Portu 
coveries of India and of th 
three fhips to India. 


gal, fluthed with the fuccef§ of the dit 
uo e fouth r ora of America, now fent out 
ree fh n their way they difcovered the ifl l 
dipe.cight degrees fouth of the line, ae other ifles on e 
2i ee a their return from India they difcovered the uninhabit- 
a a t. Helena (in fouth latitude 16°, and about mid-way be-. 

nA rica and America), which has fince been long and moft ufe- 


* Eftotiland is mentioned in the mi 
icc sae ees ìe middle of the related’and illuftrated in Forfer’s Hi < 
nld in Ba y y, s % whofe voyage was ages, c. in the North. ve ees Us 
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fully in the poffeffion of the Englith Eaft-India Company, as a refrefh- § ————-————_ 


ing place for their fhips returning homeward. The Portuguefe ftored 
it with hogs, goats, and poultry; and for many years after this, they 
were wont to ftop at it in their homeward-bound Eaft-India voyages, to 
fupply themfelves with thofe provifions and frefh water ; but it is very 
difficult to find in their outward-bound voyages, becaufe of the trade 


winds. The next year Vafco de Gama was fent to India with ten fhips, - 


and was the firft who croffed over direétly from Mozambique to India 
and Soderias, with fifteen fhips. The following year they built a fort at 
Cochin, fubdued the king of Mombaza and others on the eaft coaft of 
Africa, and fent fhips to cruife at the entrance of the Red Sea againft 
the Moors, who were their greateft enemies in India. In brief, they 
pufhed on fo numerous and great conquefts in commerce to India, that 
a viceroy was foon eftablifhed there ; and afterward, under the condué@ 
of their great general Albuquerque, they became matters of the ifle of 
Ormus in the Perfian gulf; of Goa, and many other ports on the 
coafts of Malabar and Cormandel, and alfo the coafts of the ifle of Cey- 
lon, where the beft, and almoft the only true, cinnamon is produced ; 
they alfo maftered the peninftila of Malacca; and, to complete all,’ the 
famous Moluccos, or fpice-iflands, were fubdued: Infomuch that the 
princes of India began to court their favour. Thus was Portugal, from 
a very moderate condition, in a very few years greatly exalted and en- 
riched, by the fole enjoyment of the commerce to India, which that na- 
tion then probably flattered themfelves they were never to be rivalled 
in. iE ) 
1502.— Whilft fuch great acquifitions were making by Portugal in the- 
eaft, Columbus and Baftidas were making many ufeful difcoveries in the 
Weft Indies for the future benefit of Spain. ; 

We fhould here alfo note, under this year 1502, that Cabral, the Por- 
tuguefe admiral, in his return from India, fettled factories at Melinda, 
Quiloa, Mombaza, and Quirimba, on the Zanguebar coaft. On the: 
coaft of Ajan alfo, the Portuguefe reduced moft of the princes to be 
their tributaries ; infomuch that they foon became mafters of the whole- 
fouth-eaft coaft of Africa, as far as the entrance into.the Red Sea.. Be- 
fore the Portuguefe came thither, the Arabians carried on a great com- 
merce on this coaft, upon which they had made many fettlements ; but 
how long they had been there does not appear. They alfo had traded. 
thence to Perfia and India ; but the Portuguefe ruined that commerce, 
and got it all into their own hands. 

About this time alfo, Emanuel king of Portugal turned his arms a- 
gainft the Moors of Barbary; on which coaft he took and garrifoned 
fundry ports, fuch as Magazan, Agadir (called alfo Santa Cruz: by the 


` Europeans), Azamor, &c.; moft of which places, and thofe they had 


before on that coaft, they have long fince loft or abandoned. Neither 
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did Portugal ever reap much advantage from 


thofe port-towns, in point 
her than they helped to curb the Moorifh pirates; 


Pi SO a a er they nor Spain have ever been able effectually 


whom, however, neith 


to fupprels. the moft aufpicious marriage of 

In this ee ep oe oo awoke vil E ni, to king 

ME Awad The lands affigned by James for her dowery of 

eet T annum, in earldoms, lordfhips, manors, forefts, with the pa- 
een caftles of Linlithgow and Stirling, are at this time probably 
more than ten times their value at that time. i 

A treaty of friendfhip and intercourfe of commerce was conclude 
between king Henry VII of England, and Maximilian king of the Ro- 
mans, &c. where it is in general terms ftipulated, ‘ That the merchants 
on both fides may freely refort and trade to each others dominions. 

In another treaty, in this fame year 1502, between thofe two princes, 
there is a grant of L.10,000 Sterling from king Henry VII to Maximi- 
lian, for enabling him to make war againit the Turks on the fide of 
Hungary, where at this time they were pufhing on their conquefts ; on 
which account the popes laboured to excite all Chriftian princes to con- 
tribute. And it muft be owned, that, confidering the character of king 
Henry VII, this was a large contribution for thofe times. [Federa, 
V. xii, p. 6, 9.] 

King Henry VII, by a charter, licenfed Hugh Elliot and Thomas 
Athhurft, merchants of Briftol, John Gunfalus and Francis Fernandus, 
natives of Portugal, to fail with fuch fhips and mariners as they fhall 
judge proper, under Englifh colours, into all the parts and countries of 
the eaftern, weftern, fouthern, and northern feas, in order to difcover 
any iflands, coafts, and countries of heathen and infidel parts of the 
world; and to erect king Henry’s banners and enfigns at whatever 
town, cattle, iland, or continent, they fhall fo difcover, and to hold the 
fame (fays the king) for our ufe, as our lieutenants there: Provided 


they do not concern themfelves with, nor offer to moleft fuch heathen’ 


and infidel countries as are already difcovered, and reduced to the obe- 
dience of the king of Portugal, or of any other prince our friend or 
confederate. 

Whenever any difcovery {hall be made, it is our will that men and 
ee pee te freely permitted to fettle therein, and to im- 
prove the fame under the protection of thefe grantees. wh. - 
Eon to make laws, &c. there. i a 
_ ne leven remaining claufes relate to the fettling, failing, and trad- 
igs alee and be difcovered country oh D ie 

„paid, and the reftri&tions of the trade thi j j 
a eaa A Š thither to his own fubjedts, &c. 
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And whereas we have, by other letters-patents of the 16th year of 
our reign [2. e.-two years before, but not to be found in the Foedera], 
granted to Richard Ward, John Thomas, and John Fernandus, toge- 
ther with the four grantees herein named, a licence to go and difcover 
new countries and iflands; yet we will not have the faid three firft nam- 
ed perfons to attempt or meddle with any fuch new difcoveries,-without 
a licence from the four grantees of this prefent charter*.. [Fadera,. 
V. xiii, $. 37-1 

At this time there were differences between John king of Denmark: 
and the Hanfe Towns ; the latter, like true merchants, ftriving to have 
comm*«rce wherever they could obtain it; the former being driven out: 
of Sweden by Steen-Sture the regent, infifted that the-Hanfe-Towns 
fhou.d forbear trading to Sweden; in which (fays the Hanfeatic hifto- 
rian. Werdenhagen, Vol. I. par. ii. cap. 17.) king John was feconded by 
the ambaflador of his uncle James IV king of Scotland (who alfo, accord- 
ing to Meurfius’s Hiftoria Danica, fent John an aid of two ftout fhips 
of war), at a general aflembly of the deputies of the Hanfeatic league: 
at Lubec: Yet the general affembly at length convinced the Danith 
king of the unreafonablenefs of that demand, as it would be very un- 
reafonable that they, who had great concerns in Sweden, fhould be ob- 
ftructed in their commerce by the quarrels between Denmark and Swe- 
den. : 
King Henry VII of England now-caufed the chapel of the Virgin 

Mary, and a tavern adjoining, at the eaft end of the abbey-church of 
Weftminfter, to be taken down;-.on the fite whereof he erected the 
“prefent moft beautiful and magnificent chapel which goes by his name, 
at the expence of L.14,000, which at this time would probably at leaft 
coft five ‘times that fum.. 

1503.—In Scotland, the 7oth aé of the fixth parliament of king James 
IV confirmed that of 1406, and directed that none {hall beg, but lame, . 
fick, and impotent people, under a penalty on the magiftrates fuffering , 
any others to beg. 

By another Scottifh law of that fame year, all lords and lairds (land- 
ed gentlemen) were enjoined to have parks with deer, alfo ftanks (fith-- 
ponds), conningares (rabbit-warrens), dove-cots, orchards, and hedges, 
and to plant at leaft one acre of woodlands, where already there are no- 
great woods or forefts.. The wars with England had occafioned their 
woods to be deftroyed, fo that they were in great want of timber and 

' firewood ; they had alfo much negleéted-inclofures and parks.. Some 


* Here, again, Henry pays no regard to the who: in thofe days feldom had abilities and pa~ 
pope’s prefumptuous divilion of the world between tience to accomplifh fuch enterprifes. This expe- 
d 


Spain and Portugal. And he equally negle&s dition, therefore, fucceeded no better than Ca- 
giving any pecuniary, affiftance to the adventurers, bot’s. fer? $ 
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leGed, though enforced by many 
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of thefe points were pretty well p 
the moft important too, Very much neg 


uent laws. : : : : 
poe fame year we frft find mention, in a Scottifh act of parliament 


(c. 81), of the office of confervator of that nal ae ie 
leges in the Netherlands, though the office was aa y S 
date than this time; when it was now enacted, t at for t e i 
merchants, and becaufe of the great exorbitant expenfes made yt hen 
upon pleas in parts beyond the feas, the confervator of this ng m.. = 
have jurifdiction to do juftice between the faid merchants ( cae e 
king’s fubjeéts) in the parts beyond the feas. But the confervator fhall have 
fix, or at leaft four, Scottifh merchants to fit, and determine all matters 
jointly with him ; and that no Scottifh merchant beyond fea fhall fue ano- 
ther Scottifh merchant there before any other judge than the confervator. 
By another act of the fame year (c. 82), the confervator is directed to 
come home yearly to Scotland, or elfe to fend his refponfible procura- 
tor to anfwer for his conduét in his office beyond fea. This office of 
confervator neatly refembles that of the Englifh confuls in foreign 
ports; and although in neither of the above-quoted acts the place of 
his refidence be mentioned, yet it is well known that he always did, and 
ftill does refide in the Netherlands, where the principal foreign com- 
merce of Scotland had always centered. And in a Scottifh act of par- 
liament, anno 1535, which confirms certain former laws, prohibiting 
petty merchants from going beyond fea to France, Flanders, &c. with 
lefs than half a laft of merchandize, he is called the confervator of the 
nation in Flanders, and is thereby directed to fend home the names of 


all merchants going thither in every fhip, contrary to the tenor of this 


Ps 


s 


act. 


Under this year we may tranfiently remark, that the acceffion of 
Spain to the houfe of Auftria, by a marriage at this time, paved the 
way for great alterations in the commercial as well as in the political 
fyftem of Europe; which conjunétion had hike to have been an over 
match for all the reft of Chriftendom, h 
been vigilant on the oppofite fide. 

_ According to Morifot [Orbis Maritimus 
rived two Zealand fhi 
of the Canary iflands. 


L. ui, c. 13, p. 410.], there ar- 
wie Sees loaded with fugars, the produce 
ae s yet no itugar-canes were produced in Ame- 
ga l ON trani Peed oe after this time from the Canaries 
AVE Q y seen, that the firft fugar-canes, weft of th i 

' S e Mediterra- 
nean fea, were planted at the ifle of Madeira, which had them Rot Si. 


cily, from whence ; 
a a enone from the coafts of Africa, they might be 


to the C ‘The boiling and baking of fugars? 
“Dr. lee in his Cofmography, whofe frf edition was, printed a 
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z624), ‘ as it is now ufed, is not above 200 years old *; and the refin-- 
ing of it more new than that firft found out by a Venetian in the days 
of our forefathers, who got 100,000 crowns by the invention. : Before 
which art of boiling and refining it, our anceftors made ufe of it rough 
as it came from the canes. But they moft commonly ufed honey.in-- 
ftead of it.’ 

1504.—It was not till the year 1504, that any French fhip arrived on’ 
the coafts of North America, even according to their own accounts ;- 
which was eight years later than. the Englifh difcovery thereof by Ca- 
bot, &c.; but it was not till two years later that one Denis difcovered’ 
the entrance into the river of Canada or St. Laurence. So that the 
priority of difcovery is undoubtedly on the fide of England for all é 
North America ; and confequently England; beyond all the other na- 
tions of Europe, had the beft claim-to the whole, until fhe gave up part 
of it by her fucceeding treaties.with other European nations.: 

The renowned city of Antwerp was at this time arrived very near to: 
the f{ummit of its wealth: and glory, which it had acquired by the two: 
following confiderations, viz. 

I.) By the grants of free fairs for commerce, made formerly by the 
fovereigns of the Netherlands (two of which fairs lafted each time fix 
weeks), whither merchants reforted from all parts of Chriftendom with ; 
their merchandize, cuftom free. At thefe fairs vaft concerns were ma-- 
naged; not only in merchandize, but in bills of exchange, with all parts 
of Europe. - 

I) But what more immediately and fuddenly brought about the 
wealth, grandeur, and renown of Antwerp, was when Portugal now: 
brought home, in immenfe quantities, the fpices, drugs, and other rich 
productions of India, firft to Lifbon, and thence to Antwerp, as to an 
entre-port or half-way port, between the north and fouth parts of Eu-- 
rope.. This drew the German and other merchants to fettle at Ant- 
werp, which brought great riches to it; and the merchants of Bruges aaa, a. 
alfo removed thither, after the archduke Maximilian had, about the year Éis 
1499, reduced their city.. ; . 

Louis Guicciardin (in his judicious defcription of the Netherlands), . 
was of opinion, that the fpices alone, brought from Lifbon to Antwerp, - 
one year with another, amounted to-above a million of crowns yearly. 
In thofe days the people of Europe were much fonder of the ufe of 
{pices in their cookery, &c. than they have been in later times. 

An Englifh act of parliament (19. Hen. VII, c. 21.), for the advance- 
ment of the fmaller filk manufactures in England, prohibited the im- 


* It appears by the accounts of the chamberlain land at the price of 1f 9} (above an ounce of 
of Scotland, publifhed from the originals in the ex- ftandard filver), by the pound. So Dr. Heylin is 
chequer hy John Dayidfon, Efq. that, fo early as furely miftaken at leaft in the date of the inven- 
the year 1329, laves of fugar were fold in Scot- tion of fugar-baking. M. 


VoL. II. 
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aati ither by itfelf, or with any 

tation of any manner of filk wrought eit 
a8 Raff A bandi laces, girdles, corfes, and corfes of tiffues or 
points upon pain of forfeiture of the fame. Alfo (on the other hand), 


it was made lawful for all perfons, as well foreigners as Englifh, to im- - 


port all other kinds of filks, as well wrought e a ad ET 
above excepted. The reader here may plainly ee, i na 
there was no broad manufacture of filk made in England, as my lord 
Bacon alfo notes, in his hiftory of king Henry VII under this ftatute. 

Another ftatute paffed (c. 23), for confirming to the merchants of the 
Hanfe in Almain, having the houfe in the city of London, commonly 
called Guilhalla Teutonicorum (i. e. the German merchants of the fteel- 
yard), all their ancient liberties, privileges, free ufages, and cuftoms, 
granted either by the kings of England, or by authority of parliament ; 
and annulling all adts, ftatutes and ordinances, made in derogation of 
their faid liberties, &c. The Englifh merchants, increafing in their fo- 
reign commerce, had probably occafioned the Hanfeatics to procure this 
confirmation of their ancient privileges, for which, poflibly, they might 
gratify the avarice of the monarch. : 

In another ftatute made in this fame year (c. 17), for regulating the 
company of fhearmen of the city of Norwich, it is (zater alia) remark- 
ed, that in Norwich, time out of mind, there had been ufed a certain 
craft called fhearmen, for {hearing as well worfteds, ftamins, and fuf- 
tians, as alfo all other woollen cloth, &c. This ftatute fhows us a ge- 
neral lift of their woollen manufactures, which were even then fo con- 
fiderable (efpecially the thinner forts), that we find more ftatutes hither- 
to for regulating the manufactures in Norwich, and its neighbourhood 
of Norfolk and Suffolk, than of any other part of. England. 

The by-laws made by corporations or fellowfhips of crafts, guilds 
and fraternities, were, .at this time, found to be many ways againft the 
king’s prerogative, the common law of England, and the liberty of the 
fubject, being (fays lord Bacon) fraternities in evil : Wherefore an act 
of parliament (19 Hen. VI, c. 7), reftvains the mafters or wardens of 
fuch fellowfhips from making any new by-laws. or ordin 


ing the prices of wares and other things, for their own fingular profit 
until firt examined and approved of by the lord chancellor. | d 
treafurer, or king’s juf Sige 


fices, on pai iti 
es , on pain of forfeiting £40 for every fuch 


An Englith a& of parliament paffed this fame ver . 
venting gold and filver coins foe being ane ee? = trith 
eee from being brought into England *, and for calline nll: = i 
a diminifhed money into the mint. Neither (fays lord Peco ane 
ultory of king Henry VII) was it a fmall matter that the mint (7 = af 


ances concern- 


* They had then a mint in Ireland. — 


* 
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king) gained by thus recoining the groats and half-groats (being, it 
feems, as lange as our modern fhillings and fixpences, which furely ‘they 
could not be, if they were not of bafer allay than the old Sterling fine- 
nefs). His lordfhip here likewife recounts many other ways which that 
king had of getting vaft fums into his coffers, even in time of profound 
peace ; fuch as extorting 5000 merks from the city of London for con- 
firming their privileges ; his fubfidies, benevolences, and cafualties ; the 
marriage portion from Spain, &c. but thefe are foreign to our fubject. 

1 505.— We have remarked, under the year 1497, that the ftatute which 
reduced the exorbitant freedom-fines of the company of merchants-ad- 
venturers did,’ at the fame time, by a ftrong implication, legally efta- 
blifh that company, though they were not then precifely fo called ; yet 
in faé&t they were, and had long before been, what this king made them 
by his new charter. But now king Henry VII, in the 20th year of his 
reign, confirmed by charter ‘ to the merchants trading in woollen cloth 
‘ of all kinds to the Netherlands their former privileges’ And in this 
new charter of confirmation they were firft properly filed the fellow- 
fhip of merchants-adventurers of England. They had alfo hereby au- 
thority given them to hold courts and marts at Calais; provided, how- 
ever, that they exacted no more (as by the ad of parliament of 1497) 
than ten marks of any merchant whatever for his freedom in their fel- 
lowfhip, for trading to Flanders, Brabant, Holland, Zealand, and the 
gountries adjacent, under the archduke’s government; hereby enjoin- 
ing all merchants-adventurers to come into the freedom of this fellow- ° 
fhip. "Wheeler, fecretary_ of -this fellowfhip, in his vindication of it, 
under the title of a- Treatife of Commerce (4to, 1601), acknowleses, 
that at this time we are now upon, as well as in the reign of king Henry 
iV, (as alfo in his own time) the like complaints were made by the clo- 
thiers, wool-growers, dyers, &e. againft this fellowfhip, viz. that they 
obftructed the free courte of commerce by reftraints. Yet, adds he, af- 
ter due examination of the complaint, the iflue procured great favour 
to the company, and occafioned the enlarging of their former charters, 
with an exprefs reftraint of all ftragglers and intermeddlers (i: e. feparate 
traders). - And whereas the Eafterlings (the German merchants of the 
ficelyard) at this time had entered into the fame trade, king Henry VI 
not only ftrictly prohibited them from the fame, but likewife obliged 
the aldermen of the fteelyard in London to enter into a recognizance of 
2000 merks, that the fteelyard merchants fhould not carry any Englifh 
cioth to the place of refidence of the merchants adventurers in the Low 
Countries. Neverthelefs, the complaints againft the merchants-adven- 
turers’ monopoly grew afterward louder as the manufacturers increafed, 
and the general trade of the nation beeame more enlirgedss <5 haga? 

In this 20th year of king Henry VII a few filver fhillings or twelve- 
pences were coined, being about the fortieth part of a pound weight of 

‘ Dray 


u 
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lrer) fidia broad pieces. Thefe were the fir rel ae ae 
and, ag e f sai E AE abies of i the curious. 
noT ae pee Git aide on the ifland of Ceylon, where sal 
i a ERA oppofed by the Moors, who had long eee 33 
“led there, and had fupplied all Europe with cinnamon By t : vey o 
Aadria: Yet, in the end, the Portuguefe got the better 8 on nae 
fortified the principal ports of that ifland, they, in their turn, p a y ; 
ofled the cinnamon trade till the year 1639, when they were tupplant- 
-ed by the Hollanders. This {pice was well known ‘to the ancients, os 
fince the commerce from Egypt to India was practifed ; whereas the 


. fpices from the Moluccos, and more efpecially the places producing 
them, were not generally known fo early. 


— King Philip of Spain-and his queen, on their voyage from 
iy ae to Spain Benes i ftrefs of weather, driven into Falmouth, 
were invited by Henry VII to Windfor and London, where they were 
entertained with much feafting and fplendour. King Henry on this oc- 
cafion concluded a new commercial treaty with king Philip for his do- 
minions in the Netherlands, which treaty the Flemings termed inter- 
curfus malus, for that there be fome things in it (fays lord Bacon) more 
to the advantage of the Englifh than of them ; efpecially for that the 
free fifhing of the Dutch upon the coafts and feas of England, granted 
in the treaty of the year 1496, termed by the Flemings intercurfus 
Magnus, was not by this treaty confirmed. 

: This new treaty follows, in fubftance, viz. That whereas:the Englith, 
refiding in and trading to the Netherlands, had made -grievous com- 
plaints of new and unprecedented tolls and duties laid on their mer- 
chandize there, contrary to treaties fubfifting ; «and that there were pro- 
hibitions of fellmg Englifh cloth in many places there; alfo that there 
were feizures made of fhips and merchandize, and the imprifonment of 
their perfons, &c. 

- For redrefs therefor -of all grievances on both fides, it was now fti- 
pulated, 

1) That former treaties be confirmed, particularly thofe of 1402 ané 

1499 (that of 1496 being artfully ernie: except fo far as eee 
this treaty, and all new tolls and exactions utterly abolifhed. 


II) The Englith merchants may freely refe Br ini 

) y relort to Bruges in Flanders, 
alfo to all the other provinces of the Netherlands, ane their {hips da 
Pe merchandize, freely to buy and fell. But, in the province 
of Flanders (and there only), they {hall not fell their cloth by retail, or 


in a fmaller quantity than an entire piece; nej 
; ] a piece; neither fhall they b - 
one either to drefs or to dye their cloth in the faid siennes of Flan. 


And II) For prevention of all impofitions for the future, .a table of 
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all the duties, fubfidies, tolls, and other payments, which may be le- 
gally demanded in either country, thall be affixed on the doors of the 
cuftomhoufes of London, Bruges, Antwerp, Berg (Mons), and Middle- 
burg. [Fadera, V. xiii, p. 132.] J 

King Henry VII moft unjuftly (and probably for his own private pro- 
fit) granted a licence to Auguftini Chigi, a merchant of Sienna in Tuf- 
cany, to import from Flanders or elfewhere, 1300 quintals of alum, and 
prohibited all others to import any, until he fhould have fold off all his 
faid quantity ; provided, however, that neither he nor his factors fhould 
fell the alum at a higher price than £1:6:8 per hundred weight. 
[Fædera, V: xiii, p. 159.] " 

In this year the ever-famous Chriftopher Columbus died. About this 
time fugar-canes, brought from Brafil and the Canaries, were planted 
in the ifland of Hifpaniola, where (fays Herrera) many fugar-mills were 
gradually ereéted.—Leave alfo was granted to all‘native Spaniards to fend 
merchandize to the Weft Indies ;—and even foreigners were permitted 
to trade in partnerfhip with native Spaniards, in Spanifh bottoms only.— 
The contratacion-houfe ‘lately erected at Seville, for the management of 
all the American commerce, ‘was now enlarged and its conftitution fet- 
tled. The Spaniards alfo, at this time, improved their pearl fifhery at 
the ifle of that name, and other parts of the Weft-Indies. Before the 
Brafil fugar was brought into Europe, that commodity was very dear, 
‘being only ufed in feafts and phyfical neceflities; honey being, till then, 
the general ingredient for {weetening meats and drinks, 

1507.—King Henry VII remitted to fix Venetian merchants, and to 
all other fubje@s of that republic, all forfeitures,.tranfgreffions, and 
offences committed ‘by them before the firft day of March in this year 
1507, againft any acts of parliament or orders of council, &c. alfo all 
manner of ufuries, corrupt bargains, buying, felling, and bartering 
of wool, tin, lead, cloth, &c. alfo all illegal entries at the cuftom- 
houfes ; all payments of gold againft law, &c. all deceptions in the ma- 
nufacture of woollen cloth, and in ftretching the fame; all exporta- 
tions and importations of the before-named and other commodities 
againft law ; all changes, exchanges, and rechanges (cambia, excambia, 
et recambia), between the faid Venetians and others;—as alfo mifpri- 
‘fons, confederacies, riots, &c.—all condemnations, pains of death, and 
all other pecuniary and corporal pains which they may have incurred, 
&c.—And granted them his fecure peace: as alfo all goods and chattels 
they might have formerly forfeited, and which were in the cuftody of 
his officers, &c. to be reftored to them, without their rendering any ac- 

count, provided that the faid Venetians be not forgiven any debt to the 
king, for which there were written fecurities. j 

The king alfo granted licence to the e S to buy and fell, at 

London and elfewhere, in Eúgland, Ireland, and Calais, woollen cloth, 
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c with the Englith, Genoefe, Rastas oon; 
so fi i : ers, Brabant- 
tines, Luccans, Spaniards, Portuguefe, Flemings, Holang 7 a ay 
S Burgundians German Hanfeatics, Lombards, and Ealterungs, anc 
er 9 : OR ni À 
all other foreigners, as well as natives, for ten years to come. SETTEN 
Moreover, the king granted the like privileges, pendants a: o r uy 
> 2 . . A ` B 
other ftrangers in England dealing with the Venetians t He a if 
all this fhould not be judged fufficient by the Wenge. si we 
have other more ample letters-patent for that effect, man e : ie as Be 
Venetians, &c. under colour of this grant, do not, wit un t ` ag : a 
import into England any goods from the dominions of the archduke 


lead, tin, leather, & 


of Auftria. This provifo was in favour of the merchants-adventurers | 


privileges *. [Fadera, V. xiii, p. 161.] fie Pers 
By the whole tenor of this patent, we fee how many different nations 
then traded to or refided in England, the French and Scots excepted. 
‘The difputes about the new tolls exaéted in the Netherlands, from 
the Englifh trading thither, ran fo high, that the commerce between 
the two nations was, in a manner, quite interrupted, to the very great 
damage of both; to remedy which, Maximilian, king of the Romans, 
jointly with Charles his grandfon (afterward emperor, by the {tile of 
Charles V), granted a provifional charter, whereby all the new tolls 
were abolifhed ; and made a declaration, that the Englifh fhould enjoy 
all the privileges of commerce in the Netherlands, and the Netherland- 
ers in England, Ireland, and Calais, as ftipulated in the intercourfe of 
1495. [Federa, V. xiii, p. 168.] 
` The Portuguefe, under Albuquerque, fortified the famous ifle of Or- 
mus in the Perfian gulf, commodioufly fituated for the trade between 
Turkey, Arabia, and Perfia, on the one hand; and India and China, 
on the other ; there being two caravans yearly between Aleppo and Or- 
mus, for exchanging the carpets, camlets, drugs, dried fruits, pearls, 
horfes, &c. of the three firft named countries; for the fpices, cotton 
cloths, precious ftones, &c. of India and China; which commerce cen- 
tered with the Portuguefe at Ormus till the year 1622, as will hereafter 
be feen. 
a sie ebie numerous wars in Europe during this century 
trious me é l blic r RO cbulor, the glory of the illuf- 
ercial republic of Venice, we cannot avoid briefly to com- 


memorate ue great deliverance from the famous league of Cambray, be- 
n > 

Tee ORE Be jfreacelt part of Europe, viz. the emperor 

i , Louis or France, Ferdinand king of Spai 

| AIT of Franc 1 g of Spain, and pope 

Hani baal inftigation this league was fecretly ean an is 

ton of the republic. Thofe powers, in conjunction, eafily ftrip- 

* Great and illegal grants haying been made to 


thofe Venetian merchants for the xig 


which the people made loud complaints, it was 
emolument, to the injury of the nati 


> +; 
4 ay cs pees neceffary to grant them this charter of in: 
«18, Or  cemnificationito {creen them from profecutions. 
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ped the Venetians of all that they poffefled on the continent of Italy ; 
yet, with all their power, they were not able to conquer the noble ca- 
pital city of Venice. And, in fine, the pope being brought (or bought) 
over, and the reft of the confederacy disjointed, the republic foon re- 
covered much of her former territories: To the pope, however, they 
were fain to leave Ravenna; to Spain, thé five towns which the republic 
had till now poffefled in Calabria; and to the emperor, Triefte and 
Friuli. , 

Aubart, a Frenchman, firft failed up the great river of St. Laurence 
to the country. of Canada, from whence he brought home to France 
fome of the Indian natives. ; 

Although the marriage agreed on between Mary, the daughter of 
king Henry VII of England, and Charles, grandíon of the emperor 
Maximilian, did not take place; yet it is fomewhat curious to fee the 
formality of thofe times for fecuring the lady’s dowery, and her mar- 
riage portion of 250,000 gold crowns: For many lords were folemnly 
bound for the fame, as were alfo the following cities and towns on Maxi- 
milian’s part, viz. Bruflels, Antwerp, Bruges, Ypres, Courtray, Nieu- 
port, Dort, Leyden, Amfterdam, Middleburg, Zirickzee, and Mecblin; 
and on the part of Henry, the cities and towns of London, Coventry, 
Norwich, Chefter, Worcefter, Exeter, York, Briftol, Southampton, Bof- 
ton, Hull, and Newcaftle upon Tyne*. [Federa, V. xii, $. 173.] 

From the Foedera [V. xiii, p. 216] we learn what king Henry VII 
made by his office of change, exchange, and rechange (cambii, excambii, 
et recambii) of money, paid by all perfons going, or fending money, to 
foreign parts, and from thence back to England. Henry now grants 
this office to Peter Corfy, a Florentine, for one year, who, by the king’s 
authority, was to take 3d for the exchange and rechange of every gold 
ducat. For this office Corfy was yearly to pay the king L. 250 Sterling. 
The record calls this office ‘ the cuftody’ [et appruamentum, poflibly writ- 
ten by miftake inftead of apertamentum, or opening] ‘ of the increafe of 
the change, exchange, and rechange.’ 

Sir Robert Cotton [Remains, p. 197.] {peaking of the antiquity and ufe 
of this cambium regis, or office of exchange, in a curious and judicious 
treatife, intitled, ‘ The manner and means how the kings of England 
have from time to time fupported and repaired their eftates,’ written in 
the year 1609, fays, ‘ It is as ancient as before the time of king Henry 
III, and continued in ufe till the middle of king Henry VIII’s reign, 
the profits of it being now (in 1 609) engroffed among a few goldfmiths, 
and would yield above L. 10,000 yearly to the crown, would he erect it 


* We thereby alfo icarn;- which were then thofe days, the faith of trading communities was 
clteemed the molt important cities and towns in the held at leat equal to that of fovereigns. BE. 
dominions of the contratting princes; and that in + 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


A. D. 1508. 

felf keep his mint 1n continuat 
“a ion in modern times. 

Of this we have no very ce Coe Ec ee see 

Herrera, the Siena ae aun om £ n ie Hifpaniola awn 

about this year, the gold broug $ f eight ; by which, together with 

amounted to 460,000 pieces: OF CIB > loved between Spain. 
Tite fugar, ginger, &c. and the fhipping emP oye P f 
the cotton, tug he Weft-Indies now began to promife fome recompenie 
and ie Se as t charge of the firft fettlement, and the lofs of fo 
to Spain for the geuen 7 ems, by this time found that the miferable 
many lives. ay Bete caierds had compelled to work in their 
Eos me rl ee nee b robuft and proper for thofe purpofes as 
a E ' ie from Africa; wherefore they, about the fame time, be- 
A one negroes for that end into Hifpaniola from the Portu guefe 
oe on the Guinea coafts, and alfo afterward for their fugar 
oe oan (till under their great commander Albu- 
querque, took the town and port of Goa on the coaft of Malabar ; and 
although its prince Hidalcan foon recovered it, yet Albuquerque retook 
it in the year 1510. The commodioufnefs of its fituation, and good- 
nefs of the country, induced Albuquerque to fortify it ftrongly, and 
to make it the capital of the Portuguefe dominions in India, its 
walls being faid to have been twelve miles in compafs, and many of its- 
ftru@ures magnificent; but it is long fince much. decayed, both with 
refpeét to wealth and number of inhabitants, which, fome fay, are re- 
duced to 20,000, of all nations and religions. Albuquerque, in order 
to breed up foldiers, very wifely got the Indian maids made chriftians, 
and married them to Portuguefe, that they might not always ftand in 
need of frefh fupplies of men from Portugal. 

It is not our province minutely to particularize all the Portuguefe 
conquefts in India, whereby they gained immenfe riches and great glory 
to that crown and nation. It is fufficient for our purpofe in general to- 
obferve, that they went on from year to year in difcovering more coun- 
tries, even as far eaftward as China and Japan; and fouthward to the 
great archipelago of iflands in the Indian ocean. They fubdued the 
kingdoms of Decan, Cambaya, and Guzaratte, with the forts of Diu, 
Suratte, and Cambaya, and many other places and iflands for 200 miles 
along the Malabar coaft, and on that of Cormandel, and in the king- 
dom of Bengal, Macaffar, and Malacca, and alfo the ifles of Timor and 
Solor, with the famous Molucco and fpice iflands, befide the great ifle 
oe e sendy mentioned. Their conquefts and fettlements (already 

) on the north-eaft fhores of Africa, beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope, were alfo very profitable to them, w 


- here th : 
nations for much gold, brought from the. €re they traded with negro 


far inland countries to t 
Portuguefe fettlements on the coaft. In Arabia Felix they Bice os ae 


32. 


again, and then fhould the king him 


work.’ 


« 
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feffion “of Mafcate; alfo of fundry ifles in the Perfian gulf, and the: 
important town and port of Balfora at the upper end of that gulf: 
They, in brief, were become very formidable to all the princes of In- 
dia, many of whom they made tributary ; and as their fleets were very 
powerful and numerous, fo was their dominion on the Indian feas ex- 
tremely arbitrary, infornuch that no fhip whatever could fail thereon 
without their permiffion ; and if any did prefume fo to do, they feized 
on fhips and goods, and imprifoned their failors: Likewife, they almoft 
every where committed great cruelties and maflacres on the conquered 
people at land, and thought to expiate all their crimes and enormities 
by building a great number of churches and monafteries wherever they 
were matters. This great profperity they held throughout all the fix- 
teenth century, and were conf{tantly increafing in power, fame, and 
riches ; yet whoever well confiders the prefent flate of the fmall king- 
dom of Portugal, will be almoft apt to marvel how they got to fucha 
pitch of grandeur and power both by fea and land, and to hold it for 
near a century and an half, in {pite of the emulation of their European 
neighbours ; on which point, though we do not here undertake to en- 
large,.we may, however, curforily obferve, 1. That Portugal was then 
much more populous than at this day, and that their prefent feeble ftate 
(for want of manufactures) is owing to the draining of their people to 
colonize Africa, India, and Brafil. 2. That the Portuguefe conquefts 
were made partly over effeminate Afiatics, in warring with whom they 
had great advantages, and no European rivals, and partly over the mi- 
ferable favages of Brafil and Africa, utterly unacquainted with fire ar-- 
tillery, iron, warlike weapons, and the European art of war. But when. 
the Hollanders once got to India, we fhall fee how pitifully thofe mighty- 
Portuguefe conquerors defended their numerous conquefts there and in: 
Africa. 

1509.—Ruiflia was now aggrandized and {trengthened.by the conqueft 
of the city and territory of Plefkow (hitherto an independent lordfhip), 
by the great duke, or czar, Bafilius IV, who alfo conquered from the 
Poles the ftrong frontier town of Smolenfko. As Ruffia had long be- 
fore this time fallen under the fubjection of the Crim-Tartars, and had 
been divided into many petty principalities, whofe princes were tribut- 
aries to the Tartars, this czar, Bafilius IV, by reducing and uniting 
many of thofe principalities, and by his other fucceisful wars againft the 
Tartars, has occafioned chronologers to commence the fucceffion of the 
czars of Ruffia or Mufcovy from him. 

This year is alfo remarkable for the death of Henry VII king of 
England. How differently foever his condué or character may be.ani-- 
madverted on by various authors, itis enough for our prefent purpofe 
to confider its. confequences in a politico-commercial view. We may, 
therefore, juftly remark,, that feveral laws madè in his reign, and by 

Vor.. IL, 
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y iV he adv: 
his influence, were ver conducive to t 
l ? 


articularly, dry, in the year 1489. 
and commerce, as pa ement of hufbandry, 
- the encourag 
T) By an aå for 


jli vho 
° corbitant power of the nobility, who 
By gradually reducing the exorbitan E Taip E 
a i Ra fach ftorms in the nation, p ahe (nig wineehis 
had lately rai Il freeholders, who wen oe! E 
Leave was granted to al E NG utes for alienation, 
rs, to alienate their lands at p aetan ene proprietors the 
whi h was a good means to make landed efta bed $ A E Eition 
wes caf ly and frequently, as the commerce an ae N 
gee fed. He wifely confidered the old ma ae te 
radually increalec. : ’% barons were often too: hard: for 
a - terram, and that king John’s baror 3 ak eo 
TEE moft of the lands were eu a o lect bles, he might 
age eR j the nobles, g 
; felf had been raifed by ; : 
ea tommy ther, This act was renewed or confirmed by 
oe nla ir of king Henry VIII, c 4. : 
My DOT hi 19th year, c.14, directing a penalty for all giv- 
By an act of his (OAS) Go Ei “YS Os eer: ee 
ee miss of any livery, or for any perfons See dears iy 
tained with another, during that king’s me pE Aes Ca 
; : i : 
of their great retinues. This law was, me ee à Ta a E cates 
confirmation of the laws againft retainers e P a IT. Henty 
j gr nade in the reigns of king Riche i 
n) a Ve i by the great numbers of men (as well 
knights and efquires as yeomen or common men) who sae arias 
and hats of the nobility, and were at their devotion in tho 3 : a se 
lefs opulent times, became formidable to. the crown, and Gane a 
beft of the Englith cavalry in the wars between the houfes of York an 
Lancafter, fo jealous a prince as Henr 
lay hold of fuch means to break the 
law anfwered the end very well, finc 
and liveries from this time. ‘In this onl 


ancement of agriculture 


A ing to them, it had been graduaily funk and ne- 
glected ever fince king Edward Ili’s time ; 


; the contrary whereof is ap- 
parent, from fo many aéts of parliament, and fo many treaties with 
oreign princes in the i in favour of that manufac- 
ture, which not only pro! 


but was conftantly exported 
beyond fea in all thofe reigns before his time. 


Jv ee 
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then, in his parliamentary {peeches, earneftly to recommend matters of 
commerce to his people. This good prince (fays Hall’s Chronicle), by 
his high policy, marveloufly enriched his realm and himfelf, and left 
his fubje&ts in high wealth and profperity, as is.apparent by the great 


abundance of gold and filver yearly brought into the realm, in plate, . 


money, and bullion, by merchants paffing and repafling, to whom the 
king, ‘ of his own goods, lent money largely, without any gain or pro- 
‘ fit, to the intent that merchandize, being of all crafts the chief art, 
‘ and to all men both moft profitable and neceflary, might be the 
< more plentifuller ufed, haunted, and employed in his realms and do- 
< minions *.’ 

Lord Herbert, and all other hiftorians, agree, that this king left a 
treafure of L. 1,800,000 Sterling + in fpecie, in fecret places of his pa: 
lace at Richmond, he himfelf alone keeping the keys. ‘ This,’ fays 
that noble Lord, ‘ was doubtlefs a greater fum than any king of this 
‘ realm before had in his coffers, and fuch as might be thought effect- 
‘-ively quadruple to fo much in this age,’ [7. e. in the time of king 
Charles 11.] ‘Which computation of his lordfhip’s is extremely mode- 
rate, when we have feen and confidered the rate of living at that time, 
when the ufual price of wheat [anno 1504] was but 5 /8d (t. e. 8/6d of 
our money) per quarter, and ale not quite 3d per gallon. 

Laftly,. it is faid by fundry authors, that there were very few brick 
buildings, and fewer of {tone in England till this king’s reign, except- 
ing the palaces of the prime nobility, cathedral, and parifh churches, 
and the greater monatteries ; the reft were either the mud-walls of the 
cottagers, lefler farmers, and villagers, the timber and lath buildings 
in cities and towns, or houfes built with {trong oaken pofts, interlaced. 
with bricks and mortar, of fuch fubftantial duration as (fire excepted) 
generally lafted feveral hundred years, and of which fome have remain-- 
ed to our own days. 

In this firft year of ,king Henry VIII, we have a ftill plainer account 
of the now improved royal office of exchange between England and 
foreign parts, in the king’s grant of that office to fir Thomas Boleyn 
(the father of the unfortunate queen Anne Boleyn), in the terms fol- 
lowing, viz. ‘ We grant to him the cuftody of our exchange at Calais, 
‘iand -alfo the cuftody of our exchange in England towards foreign 
* parts, he to take and receive of every perfon going to Rome or other 
‘foreign parts, (either for devotion or for bufinefs, or who fends his 


* This eulogium is merely a tranflation from 
Polydore Virgil. 

+ Others have: eftimated his treafure fo high as 
L. 5,300,000, a fum, .confidering the value of 
money in thofe days, which, notwith{tanding e- 
very allowance-we may bedifpofed to make for the 


king’s parfimony, and the national opulence, we may 
almoft venture to pronounce incredible. After the 
importations of Spain and Portugal had made the 
precious metals comparatively plenty in Europe, 
fir William Petty eftimated the whole money of 
England only at fix millions. AA, 


Bey 
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a4 agents or attorneys thither, or who may fend PON R ie mare 
* made), all fuch fums of money as they are FE ed a T EA 
© Jivyer to them fufficient letters (bills) of exc ys 2 IF z wa a 
< is cuftomary, making fuch agrements for the aid “ S HG? Meie 
« and the various circumftances of diftance, and other nazar s, require, 
© and to receive fuch fums out of the faid exchangings zs AUG due rons 
: he paying anually to us £ 30: 6:8, and no more? [Fædera, V. xin, 


. 258.] ana : Pe 
é We find frequent orders made by the crown againft making ex 


changes any where but at the faid royal office; yet the frequent repetition > 


of thefe orders fufficiently fhows. that they had been frequently evaded. 
Admiral James Columbus (fon of the great Chriftopher) now fettled 
and planted the ifland of Jamaica. The next year they fixed at Nombre 
de Dios in Darien, the firft place where they got permanent footing on 
the continent. In 1511, they fettled on the great ifland of Cuba, and 
in 1512 they landed on Florida, In 1513, they crofled the ifthmus of 
Darien, near where Panama was afterward built, and now firft difcov- 
ered the great South fea. In 1515, John Dias de Solis landed at Brafil, 
and loaded his two fhips with Brafil wood for Spain. In 1516, the 
‘Spaniards fettled at Panama, and with incredible labour. carried thither, 
over Jand, from the bay of Darien, the timber, iron-work, and rigging 
of two brigantines, which produced the fubfequent difcovery of Peru, 
&c. In 1517 and 1518, the Spaniards difcovered, on the coafts of 
Yucatan and Mexico, many ftruétures built with lime and ftone; and 
at is faid that Montezuma king of Mexico, had ordered his officers .to 
‘treat the Spaniards kindly, who already began to trade with them for 
gold, &c. All thefe matters, for the {pace of about ten years, we have 
curforily thrown together, as being very little material to be enlarsed 
on; for as, in their many attempts to make new fettlements, T 
l with various loffes from the native Indians (whom they often treated 
cruelly), as alfo from ftorms, and the change of climates, fo, upon the 
‘whole, it may be truely faid, that, until the year 1519, when they maf- 
so oe en . kingdom of Mexico, and thereby gained an im- 
ge ae ane x geen oan all their expeditions and fettle- 
E a p = 1S | han immediately profitable to Spain. 
worthy of remark, how much England has improved i 
‘gardening, fruits, roots, and pot-herhs, within the two ] ae ween 
io a eens par of king Henry VIPs reign, it (een aoe 
ort of what we ufually call fallads to be found in Eng] : 

Bee } gland, nor any car- 
Soe or other fuch edible roots, but thofe otha tne 
and and Flanders. This we find in fundry authors 
f > 


eo mtee oever me packs may be furprized thereat. And [ac 
& to the author of a laboured fcheme (pri ei 3 

: se printed at London, 
723, 1n 8vo,) for relief of the poor, and for paying old debts titer. 


they met 
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new taxes], even queen Katharine herfelf could not, at this time, have 
_ a fallad for dinner, until the king fent over to the Netherlands for a 
gardener, to cultivate thofe herbs and roots here, where we are now 
better fupplied therewith than perhaps any other part of Europe. . 
1510.—In this year we find, by Meurfius’s Hiftorica Danica [Z. ii, 
part 3,] that the Baltic fea was much frequented by fhips from France, 
England, and Scotland; for king John of Denmark’s dominions being, 
at this time, invaded by a fquadron of fhips from Lubeck, which burnt 
feveral towns on his coafts, he, in his urgent neceflity for getting ready 
_ the beft fleet he could, preffed all the fhips of thofe three nations into 
his fervice. But the Swedes joining the Lubeckers, and king John 
thereby finding himfelf {till inferior at fea to the Hanfeatics, purchafed 
fhips of England, France, and Scotland, his allies, at a great expenfe ; 
fo that, in the year following, his fleet, now fuperior to that of the Lu- 
beckers and Swedes, ranged over the Baltic; took all the Hanfeatic 
fhips they could meet with, burnt the fuburbs of Travemund (the port 
of Lubeck), and would have deftroyed all the fhips there, had not the 
Lubeckers, in good time, drawn them farther up into the town. 
Next, the Danifh fleet boldly invaded the haven of Wifmar, burnt its 
fuburbs, and carried off fourteen of their fhips. After this they de- 
ftroyed Warnemund, and burnt many villages belonging to Roftock 
and Straelfund, &c. So great was the lofs. of the Hanfe towns in the 
{pace of one year, by this great diligence of the Danifh king. The 
‘Hollanders alfo are (by other accounts). faid to have fent fhips to the 
afliftance of the king of Denmark againft the Lubeckers, who had 


taken eight of their fhips; and, in this war, the province of Hol-. 


land loft fifty fhips, according to Penfionary De Witt’s Intereft of 
Holland. 

So great a plenty or cheapnefs of provifions was there in this year, 
1510, in the province of Zealand, ‘ That the eighth part of a meafure 
* of wheat, a fat goofe, a pound of butter, and a pot of Poidctou wine, 
‘ were altogether fold for fix ftivers.’ [Meterani Hift. Belg. L.i, p. 8, 
ed. 1597.] An inftance of plenty of provifions, or of {carcity ofmoney, 
{carcely to be paralleled in hiftory in fo late an age. 

A new treaty of peace and friendfhip was concluded between Henry 


VIII and Louis XII of France. All that relates to commerce therein is, ° 


I) That all impofts or tolls laid on merchants or others, in either 
country, within the laft 47 years, fhould be utterly abolifhed. 

IJ) That all merchants, even Venetians, Florentines, and Genoefe, 
might freely navigate the feas, armed or unarmed, either with their 
own fhips, carracks, and gallies, or with thofe of other nations; and 
that the Venetians might freely and fafely refort to England, and de- 
part thence at pleafure, during the term of this treaty, which was for 
the lives of both kings, and one year after him who fhall firt deceafe : 


= 
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Alfo the Florentines and Genoefe migh 


8 A. D. 1510. 
3 t hereby eer Suey = 
: i i ry to the iub- 
France or England; provided the o edid nopus 
* ots of either king, in their going or returns iffued from either 
jects of either ine of marque or reprifal fhould beiffaed fro 
nut) ales ae ee aide principals themfelves and their effects, 
Oe ; nie Tædera, V. xiii, 
ae T till ae had been manifeftly denied. [Fadera, Ua 
- 270.] sindo . eminent philofopher and 
a eas this time flourifhed the ouenna E braffa- who ae 
aftronomer, Nicholas Gopenoienn X n j Aof 
velled to Rome and other parts o. Hil p pi Siete e 
oye nehok 3 A AE fea ed fae &c. fo ufeful to navigat- 
ee een 7 s i Te A udh a new and excellent 
ors and cofmographers; an i ee ede 
fyftem of aftronoiny, as, with fundry great impro a cee 
remains univerfally approved of by all nations to this day. s 
in the year 1473. it à 
aen Whitt het ubeck fleet (fays Meurfii Hiftoria Danica) was fl B 
ing from the fuperiority of the Danifh one, a Dutch fleet, a 
bound from Livonia, confifting of 250 merchant-fhips, and four ips 
of war, appeared in fight of the Lubeckers; who, it feems, thought | 
this a fair opportunity to be revenged of the Hollanders for invading 
the commerce of the Eaft fea, which the Vandalic towns ftill imagined 
they ought entirely to engrofs to themfelves, as they had, indeed, done 
for feveral centuries paft ; for the old controverfies between them and 
the Hollanders, concerning the rights of commerce in thofe feas, {till 
fubfifted. So vaft a prize then allured thofe monopolizers of commerce 
to fall on the Dutch fleet, many of which they took, and others they 
burnt; the ret fled to Bornholm, where the victorious Danith fleet 
then lay; and the Hollanders imploring their affiftance to revenge ‘the ` 
injury jut done by the Lubeckers, the Danes readily complied, ‘and 
purfued the Lubeckers, who, to avoid falling into their hands, were 
forced to let go.fome of the fhips they had taken from :the Hollanders, 
and were glad'to efcape into their own port of Travemund, with .a few 


of the Dutch prizes; the reft, which the Danes had recovered from the 
Lubeckers, ‘they reftored to the H 


good part of this large fleet. This th 


peror Maximilian in fo ou 


( trageous a manner; no ‘wonder, ‘therefore, 
their downfall was nowa 


pproaching ; for the Danes, -at:this time, rode 
he Wandalic:fhips every where*, 


return from Sluys in Flanders, by two Portuguefe 
armed'fhips, in fight of a‘Portuguefe fleet, which 


triumphant in the Baltic, and feized:t 


* A valuable Scottith thip,-commanded by John 


€ year 1476,: on her 


Bartan, had been taken in th 
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King Henry VIII having it much at heart to revive the claims of 
his predeceffors on the kingdom of France, it will, we apprehend, 
beno very bad entertainment to an Englifh reader, to learn how early 
{ome clear-fighted perfons.at court faw the ill tendency of the perni- 
cious fchemes of England making conquefts on the continent, in fub- 
flance (from lord Herbert) as. follows, viz. If, when all Guienne, 
Anjou, Touraine, and (for a long while) Normandy was ours, and 
when the duke of Bretagne was our friend, and the houfe of Burgundy 
an aflured ally and confederate, we yet could not advance our defigns 
in France, what hope is there now to attain them? Let it be even 
granted, that as many battles as we fought againft the French were al- 
moft fo many victories, what was this kingdom the better for them ? 
Had we ever a more glorious time than that of king Edward ITI, and 
was yet the country: then ever more poor or weary of the wars ?—You 
will (in our records and hiftories) find, that the kingdom was then 
much exhaufted of its treafure (he might have added alfo of its men), 


‘and fhall we truft now to better days? What though, with our 12,000 


or 15,000 men, we have often defeated their armies of 50.000 or 60,000, 
ftands it with reafon of war to expect the like fuccefs ftill? efpecially 
fince the ufe of arms is changed, and for the bow (proper for men of 
our ftrength) the caleever (or hand-gun) begins to be generally receiv- 
ed; which, befides that it is a more coftly weapon, requireth a long 
practice, and may be managed by the weaker fort. Let us, therefore, 
in God’s name, leave off our attempts againft the terra firma, as the 
naturał fituation of iflands feems not to fuit with conquetts of that kind. 
—Or, when we would enlarge ourfelves, let it be that way we can, and 
to which, it feems, the eternal providence has deftined us, which is 
by fea.—The Indies are difcovered, and vaft treafure brought from 


‘thence every day,; let us therefore bend our endeavours thitherwards S 


and if the Spaniards or Portuguefe fuffer us not to join with them, 
there will be yet region enough for all to enjoy. 


had juft failed from the fame port. After a re- 
prefentation of the injury to the king of Portugal, 
James III had granted letters of reprifal to the 
fons of the injured commander: but no aétive 
fleps were taken to profecute the affair till the 
reigu-of James V, when the letters of reprifal 
were renewed, and many rich prizes were taken 
from the Portuguefe, whofe {hips were at this time 
by far the moft valuable of any upon the Wellern 
ocean. ‘The vindication of their own, and the na 
tion’s wrongs, thus committed to the Bartans as 
a private ‘patrimonial inheritance, was perhaps 
found too profitable to be willingly relinquifhed ; 
and there is reafon to apprehend, that the retalia- 
tion was purfued after fufficient fatisfaétion was 
obtained, and at laft degenerated into piracy. The 
Bartans are even acculed of plundering Englith 
veffels, on pretence of fearching for Portuguefe 
property ; and Edward Howard (afterwards ad- 
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miral of England) was thereupon fent out with 
two armed fhips againft the Scottifh cruifers. In 
the Downs he fell in with Andrew Barton return- 
ing to Scotland ia his hip the Lion, attended by 
a {mall vefiel called the Little Fenny (June 1511). 
An obftinate engagement enfued, wherein Bartan 
was mortally wounded; and both his veffels were 
carried into the Thames. The Lion was taken 
into the fervice of the king of England, who till 
now’ had only one fhip of war belonging to him- 
felf (or to the public), called the Great Harry: 
and thus by the acceffion of the Scottifh Lion 
the royal navy of England was doubled. LEJA. 
regum. Scot. Vi, fp. Q1, et Seqge—Lelly, PP» 336, 
340.—Herbert’s Hift. of Hen. VILL, p. 152] athe 
capture of thefe veffels interrupted the amity and 
commercial, intercourfe, which hed fubfilted be- 
tween the Britifh kingdoms fince the marriage of 
James IV with the daughter of Henry VIIL M. 


. 


N RIL poisi 


Avi: 152 ie 


in ndies, was not en- 

The great and fine ifland of Cale the Nee aes ee 

à Done m ill this year, a 5 ad, 

i d by the Spaniards t1 d, 
tirely re and tortures, totally deftroyed be ee pnts a 
by oe as it never could be repeopled in any rea ona e eg : by 
ee ; (b a 660 miles in length), 1t ftill remains, 1n a ae ne ure, 
Tae to ie day, unlefs it be in and near the few towns they have in 


ie which likewife are but poorly inhabited, excepting the famous a 
d port of Havannah, which may poflibly contan near 5000 »pa- 
ce ut half the white inhabitants of 


Gia <clufive of negroes), being abo 
HS oe De ha it would probably be totally deferted 
by Spam, a R o he Havannah, near the weft end of it, com- 
moft important haven of the ri ’ aes o chewhichmtheit 
manding the entrance Into- the gulf of Florida, through whi ve 
treafure fleets muft neceflarily fail home to Spain, And as the Havan- 
nah has always been, and muft ever be, the general rendezvous of their 
fleets homeward bound, both from new Spain and from Vera Cruz, 
Carthagena, and Porto Bello, it is juftly called the key of the Spanifh 
Weft-Indies. This noble ifland produces tobacco much efteemed, fu- 
gar (though in no great quantity, for want of hands), ginger, long 
pepper, and many ufeful drugs, copper mines, excellent fruits and 
vines, timber of various kinds, vaft multitudes of black cattle, brought 
‘originally from Spain,—but there not being people fufficient to eat 
them, the Spaniards employ their negroes to kill them (as they alfo do 
in Paraguay, &c.) purely for their hides, which they fend over to Spain 
in great quantities. : 

We find, by the moft laborious and judicious Hakluyt, in his fecond 
volume, that there was fome commerce from England, and in Englifh 
fhips, up the Mediterranean fea, as far as Scio, in the Levant, even as 
early as this year, chiefly from London, Briftol, and Southampton. 

King Henry VIII of England and king Ferdinand the catholic, of 
Spain entered into a league againft France, &c. wherein they ftipulated 
to maintain a maritime force fufficient for protecting the commerce of 
both nations, viz. each king 3000 men, armed and equipped for naval 

war; and king Ferdinand was to fend his quota of 40 fhips, fome of 
which were to be of 300 tons burden, and the reft fmaller, down to 
100 tons, to rendezvous at Southampton, where Henry’s forces were to 
es though his quota be not therein {pecified. [Federa, V. xiii, 
__1512.—The next year we have a ver 
hth) between king H 
which affords us great 
in thofe times, viz. 
T) Befide the 3000 men (as in the 
ed for fea war, there were to be 40 


40 


: y particular indenture (in Eng- 
T VII and his admiral fir Edward Howard, 

ight into the manner of fetting out fleets. for war 
preceding year above related) arm- 
© foldiers, mariners and gunners in. 


+ 
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its important fituation ; more efpecially for its ` 
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king Henry’s fhip, named the Regent. The above 3000 men confifted 
of the 18 captains of the Englith fhips, 1750 foldiers, and 1232 mari- 
ners and gunners. 

II) The admiral to have, for the maintenance of himfelf in diet, and 
for wages and reward, 10f daily pay during the voyage; and each 
captain 1/6 per day. 

IIl) The foldiers, mariners, and gunners to have, per month of 28 
days, 5/wages, and 5/ more for victuals. 

IV) The admiral undertakes to manage this armament for thefe al- 
lowances, he receiving three mouths expenfe always beforehand. Item, 
for the coat of every captain and foldier 4/, and of every mariner and 
gunner 1/8. 


V) For the dead fhares of the faid 18 Englifh fhips, the admiral was 
to have as follows, viz. 
For the Regent, being of 1000 tons burden, 4 pilots, &c. 50 dead 


thares. 
— the Mary Rofe 500 34+ 
— the Peter Pomegranate 400 28 
— John Hopton’s {hip 400 a 
— the Nicholas Reede 400 ¢ (Dead hares needlefs to be named), 
— the Mary George 300 


The reft of the fhips were, one of 200 tons, three of 160 tons, one 
of 180 tons, two of 140 tons, three of rro tons, one of 100 tons, and 
one of 70 tons. Moreover, for re-victualling and watering the fhips, 
the admiral was allowed two crayers, one of 65 tons, and the other of 
553 in the former 12 mariners and a boy, in the latter ro and a boy, 
befide their commanders ; each of the mafters and mariners to have 
tof per month (as before) for wages and victuals. he 

VI) All the foldiers and failors:to have 6d per day for condué-mo- 
ney, allowing a day’s journey to be twelve miles only. 

And forafmuch as our fovereign lord, at his cofts and charges, 


- victualleth the faid army and navy, the faid admiral fhall therefore re- 


ferve for the king the one half of all gains and winnings of the war, 
which he and the fleet, or any of them, fhall fortune to obtain in the 
voyage, either on land or water ; and alfo all prifoners being chieftains, 
and one fhip-royal of 200 tons or upwards, with the ordinance and ap- 
parel of every prize to be taken by them. [Federa, V. xiii, p. 326.] 


This. Englith fleet was, by agreement, to guard the feas from the 


channel to the ftreights-mouth of Gibraltar; and king Ferdinand’s: 
fleet was to do the like in the Mediterranean. It was about this time 
that fhips firft began to be reckoned by guns and tonnage jointly ; gun- 
ners being now for the firft time mentioned in the Fadera. 
In this fame year, king James IV of Scotland equipped a fleet, 
ve he intended to fend into France, under colour of prefenting it 
ou. IT. F 
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A. D. 151 2, 
k ane t in which was the 
c ZII. But this fleet, Sag F 
d s ee on the fea *, was loft eal creait ley 
: ad ye € rs ’s real intent was 
largeft fhip ue h eas ill condud.’ King James’s = v VIII of 
oia anl -ao againft his brother-in-law, king Henry t 

5 cing again 
to aid the French king 


. > a of he trade 
agland. aa Salani radual increafe of the trade, 
W hoever will attentively confider the gt adu 


eine id le of England, muft at the fame time acknow- 
ma ee he old acts of parliament it appears that the 
me ae koak thereof were far from pee fairly a j uftly 
true con KA e ee Athe RINE, or 
ftated, and often egregioufly peace eae eels p eae Pe 
in the main bodies of fuch ftatutes ; flometim È 2 : ree 
PAE E ifter purpofes of men in power, and perhaps fome- 
GLO ear a ‘tency and ignorance of the true ftate of 
Be oo ear A elder oe ; sroceeding alfo from a humour, 
EN cua eh : = ee mo unreafonably depreciating the 
eg u ee He ines. Of this we have furely a pregnant 
prefent, and exalting former, times. this MAGA e oa 
inftance in a ftatute [3 Hen. VIL, c. 8.], intitled, S the af s g oial 
price of vi&uals when a viđtualler is chief officer? (i. e. in a corpora- 
I which proceeds thus : =. 
ee by a ftatute [12 Edw. II, c. 6.] in the year 1319, page 
‘ No officer of a city or borough fhall fell wine or victuals dur ing his 
office,’ it was enacted, that no officer, who, by virtue of his office, was 
bound to keep the aflizes of wines and vidtual, fhould, during his office, 
fell wines or victuals, either by wholefale or retail; ‘ Now, fince the 
making of which ftatute, many, and the moft part, of all the cities, 
burghs, and towns-corporate within this realm of England, be fallen in 
ruin and decay, and not inhabited with merchants and men of fuch 
fubftance as they were at the time of the making of the forefaid fta- 
tute ; for at his day the dwellers and inhabitants of the fame cities and 
burghs be “moflly bakers, brewers, vintners, fifhmongers, and other 
victuallers ; and few or no other perfons of fubftance be within 
of the faid cities and burghs at this day able to bear office w 
fame, andto content, aniwer 
farm, wherewith they (i. 


42 


to queen Anne, wife 


many 


, and pay unto the king’s grace his fee- 
e. the cities and burghs) be charged +. It is 


ithin the . 


now enacted, for the eafe, 
burghs, 


* This valt thip deferves more particular notice, 
becanfe the was not indeed the larreft that ever 
had been feen, but larger than any veffel (that we 
know of) that ever was built fince ‘the days of 
Ptolemy Philopator king of Egypt: Her length 
was 240 feet, and her breadth 36 feet within and 
56 without ; her fides, which were proof againft 
thot, being 10 feet in thickness. As yet hips car- 
ried guns only on the upper deck, and this prodi- 
gious {hip carried only 35 great guns, 16 on each 
‘ide, 2 in the ftern and 1 in the bow 5. befides 


comfort, and relief of the fore 
and towns-corporate, that whenfoever, 


ud poor cities, 
and as often as any 


which, fhe carried 300 fmall artillery, called my- 
and, culverins, double-dogs, &e. 
ment, befides officers, conlitted of 300 feamen, 
120 gunners, and 1000 foldiers. [Pilfcottie’s hif. 
Ë: 167. ed. 1778.—MS. Harl. No. 4687.— Epil. 


reg. Scot. V. i, pp. 39, 137, 214.—JMS. Cott. Ča- 
lig. B. vi. f- 70 a] M: 


Ji How abfurd are thefe words, as if the 
of a city fhould confift of fuch trad 


Her comple- 


bulk 
cs, the relt be- 
perfons unable to fupport thofe 


ing reprefented as 
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victualler is chofen to bear any office which fhould have the affizing 
and correction for the felling of victuals, that then two difcreet and ho- 
neft perfons of the fame city or burgh, not being victuallers, fhall be 
chofen by the commonalty of the fame city or burgh ; which two per- 
fons (jointly), with the faid officer, fhall be fworn to fet the affizes or 
prices of victuals during the faid vittualler’s office ; and then it fhall be 
lawful for the faid victualler in office to fell wines and victuals by whole- 
fale and retail.’ + Ps j 

6 Provided that this act fhall not extend to difcharge any mini- 
fter (aforefaid) of the cities of London, York, and Coventry, for any 
wine or victual to be fold by retail within the faid cities.’ 

Now, will any one ferioufly believe, that 200 years farther backward, 
and prior to the reign of king Edward III (who firft gave the great and 
moft advantageous turn to the Englifh commerce and manufactures), 
the cities and towns of England were richer, or indeed near fo rich, as 
at this time, when the exports of the native product and manufactures 
of England were greatly increafed, an infallible mark of increafing 
riches, and that the moft part of the cities and towns of England were 
fallen into ruin and decay fince the rath year of king Edward II? Cer- 
tainly quite otherwife. It is rather to be fuppofed that fome other la- 
tent reafon produced this law; but whether it was intended for the eafe 
of the other more wealthy inhabitants of the faid cities and burghs, to 
bring back the magiftracy to the victuallers, and perhaps alfo for fome 
other political purpofe, or for what other reafon, we fhall not abfolute- 
ly determine, any more than why York and Coventry, and not Briftol, 
Norwich, &c. (though fuperior to them) are (with London) the only 
places excepted out of this a&t. ii * 

And we have fufficient demonftration of the truth of what we have 
advanced by another ftatute [c. 7.] ‘ for reftraining the exportation of 
‘ woollen cloths before they be fully manufactured > wherein we find, 
that the cloths called veffes, rayes, failing cloths, &c. which in the time 
of king Edward IV fold for 40/, were now fold for four merks (and 
two years after were fold at five merks),-and that the prices of wool and 


workmanfhip were confiderably advanced in about fifty years, purely 


occafioned by the increafe of commerce and people. 

In this fame year, king Henry VIII built the greateft fhip ever known 
in England before, at Woolwich, which is faid to be oldeft royal dock 
of any place in England. This is the fhip called the Regent, of 1000 
tons, already mentioned to be this year fitting out againft France. 

An expired ftatute [3 Hen. VIII, c. 1.] merits remark. Its title: is, 
‘ Every perfon that fhall carry over the fea any money, plate, jewels, 
&c. fhall forfeit the double value.’ Plate and jewels are in our age 
deemed as much a commodity as any other merchandize, and fo are 
foreign coin and bullion. And in faét, the only folid reafon for prohi- 

2 : F2 
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f ; - <=. when (like our crown-pieces 
biting the exportation of Oy oe city 3 for it a be ria calc 
pe Ds Pappas ae Sas ae in order to keep pace with the cur- 
toe pane ys SaiGloer on the ‘continent. Moreover, notwithftand- 
rent prices ote p sae know that our crown-pieces are melted down, 
ing this prohi ition, fo that few or next to none are to be feen cur- 
and carried beyond fea, fo that tew - tein COA a 
rent ; which fhows that it 1s the intrinfic va 6 ate of our coins which 
is at all times rege ded, and not their nominal value. z 

From this year we may properly date the commencement ol what 
may be called an Englifh royal navy, 1. €. a number of ftout fhips for 
war, actually belonging to, and permanently kept on foot by the crown 
for national defence; king Henry VIII being the firft Englith king 
who effe@ually purfued this plan, and for that end firt eftablifhed a 
navy-office, with commiflioners, &c. nearly as at prefent. He certainly 
employed great fums of money on his marine affairs, as well for the 
conftruétion of fhips of war, as of docks, yards, wharfs, ftorehoufes, &c. 
Before his time there was no fixed and permanent royal navy, but, on 
ordinary occafions, the Cinque-Ports fupplied the crown with a deter- 
mined number of fuch fhips as they had in thofe times; and on great 
emergencies, we have alfo feen that all the maritime towns of the king- 
dom were bound, on due notice, to fend their quotas of {hips and ma- 
riners for a determined time, commanded either by the king or his ad- 
miral ; fuch as was the fleet of king Edward II at the fiege of Calais _ 
in the year 1347, and other capital expeditions. 

Bifhop Gibfon, in his additions to Cambden’s Britannia, obferves, 
that king Henry VIII, in the fourth year of his reign, for the advance- 
mentiof navigation and commerce, eftablifhed a corporation for exa- 
mining, licenfing, and regulating pilots, and for ordering and directing 
beacons, lighthoufes, buoys; &c. which is fliled ‘ The corporation of the 
trinity-houfe of Deptford Strond’, and has proved of great benefit for 
accomplifhing the valuable ends of its foundation. Another fociety, for 
the like good purpofes, he afterwards eftablithed at Hull, by the mane 
of the trinity-houfe at Hull; and alfo another at Newcaftle upon Tyne 
in the year 1537 ; which three eftablifhments (fays Bale ae i 
imitation of that which the emperor Charles V had erected at Seville i 
Spain, who, obferving the many fhipwrecks in the voyag fr A 

the Weft Indies, occafioned by the i c eS ae 
the contractation-houfe kå y the Ignorance of feamen, eftablithed, at 
RS ; = ur igati : . 
the examination of other piei ot ae a : e = 
= na a on that fubject for the ufe of ee ae ae 
nis char > Bast : © bann 
ter, confirmed to the Deptford trinity-houfe fociety Ki E 


ancient rights, privileges, &c. of the fhi i 
, &e. ipmen and Engl: 
and their feveral pofleffions at Depelarde whereby-it >o ae 
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been a fociety long before, though no where recorded how long. This 
corporation (whofe powers, &c. have been fince confirmed and aug- 
mented by fucceeding kings) have alfo the power of appointing pilots 
for the king’s fhips, and for examining and fixing their wages, and cer- 
tifying their qualifications, and thofe of the mafters of thips*of war; 
alfo for clearing and deepening the Thames by ballaft-hoys, with which 
ballaft they fupply the fhipping. They have alfo the examination of 
the forty mathematical boys of Chrift’s Hofpital; they have likewife 
power to hear and determine complaints of officers and failors in the 
merchant fervice ; fo that this corporation is eminently ufeful to the 
nation. 

That finery, or gaiety of apparel, was much increafed with the in-. 
creafe of commerce in England, appears plain from an att of parlia- 
ment of this year [c. 6,] reciting part of an aét of the rath of Ed- 
ward IV (not printed), whereby the cuftom-houfe officers are prohibit- 
ed to take any thing whatever for ftamping imported cloth of gold and 
cloth of filver, vaudekin, velvet, damafk, fatin, farcenet, tariton, cam-- 
let, and other cloths of filk, and of filk and gold and filver. Tt is in 
this new act faid, ‘ That many times the merchants import, in one fhi 
only, three or four thoufand pieces of thofe merchandize, which (fays 
this act) amounts to L. 30 or L. 40 to thofe officers, thus againft law 
fill extorting 2d for fealing each piece.’ 

John de-Solis, failing from Spain, along the coaft of Brafil, fouth-. 
ward, firft difcovered the great river which they named Rio de la Plata, 
in 35 degrees fouth of the equator, in the country of Paraguay. 

1513.-—King Henry VIII, bent omwar againft France (fays lord Her-- 
bert, p. 30. in his life of that prince), thought fit, in the firft place, to 
clear the fea from the French navy. He therefore-fent out his fleet to-- 
ward Breft, confifting of 42 fail, befides lefer barks, without fpecifying 
(as the preceding year, unlefs indeed they were the idéntical fleet of 
that year) their tonnage, or their guns, or rates; neither indeed, with 
retpect to the laft, can we conceive that it (viz. the rate of the fhip). 
had been as yet, nor even long after this time, brought into ufe any 
where in Europe: And his lordfhip probably would have- given. po- 
fterity the tonnage, and number of guns on the French fide alfo, had 
they been left. upon record ;. but either fo incurious, or elfe-fo negli. 
gent, were the hiftorians of thofe times, that they have too often ne- 
glected fuch matters, which in our times would be reckoned unpardon- 
able, whil@ they often, with the greateft. exa&tnefs, entertain us with a 
tedious detail of a public entry, or other trifling [how or cavalcade. 
Burchet, however, in his naval hiftory, acquaints us, that the largeit of. 
king Henry’s fhips, named the Regent, grappled (before Bre{t) with: 
the largeft of the French fhips, named the Cordelier, which being ac~- 
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at 


ae: 46 A. D. 1513. 
‘dentally fet on fire, both fhips were ; 
eden - fo terrified the reft of the French fleet, which had 
the fight of ee a a ue E (hips, that they all retired 
juft come out of Bre e e can end to this marine campaign 3 though 
again into that port, “ah s Es nt of this matter, and reprefent the 
others give a very diferent Recon à lith 4 hich (after lofin 
French to have been es ae pee” whic S 
X ; iral Howard) was forced to retir . 
ee year I 2 11, we have obferved (from Hakluyt), cag the 
Englifh began to have fome commerce in the Levant fea. . W e now 
find king Henry VIII appointing one Juftiniano to be matter, gover - 
nor, protector, or conful, of all the merchants and other Englith fub- 
jects, in the port and ifland of Scio, or Chios, in the Archipelago, full 
f poflefied by the Genoefe, with powers to govern them, and receive the 
E i profits of his office. This ifland is celebrated for the drug called ma- 
ftic. [Fadera, V: xiii, p. 253-] ee 
The fame year king Henry VIII farther confirmed the privileges of 
the company of merchants-adventurers of England, with refpect to their 
exportation of Englifh woollen cloths, &c. 
On the very next page of the Foedera, we find king Henry VIII en- 
tering into a league with the emperor Maximilian, king Ferdinand of 
Spain, and pope Leo X, againft king Louis XII of France, under the {carce- 
ly-{pecious fhow of defending the pope and the church, and agreeing 
to allow 100,000 gold crowns for fupporting this fham holy war. And 
in the fame year (p. 381), he ftipulates to pay 200,000 crowns to Maxi- 
milian, for keeping up 4coo horfe and 6000 foot in the Netherlands 
for the fame purpofe ; as alfo for enabling Henry’s garrifon of Tour- 
nay to defend that place from thé French. . 
A magazine and ftorehoufe for the royal navy was now firft erected 
3 k at Deptford, neat London, which has fince become a large town, more 
es populous than many corporation-towns, occafioned by the noble royal 
docks, ftorehoufes, dock-yards, wharfs, &c. fince erected there. 
King Henry VII, confidering how much the river Thames was ex- 
poted to infults from foreign enemies, now erected a platform of Gane 
non at Gravefend, and another oppofite to it on the Effex fhore, where 


confumed, with all their crews * ; 


x3 A subusy fort was afterwards built. 
+ : he king, to repair i i : 
k g, air the lofs o : 
ar ed another to be built (fays ce pe = Se ae 
fee ero belt g 1e), tuch an one as had never 
] nin England, and n i 
i gland, and named it the Henry G 
i v DENO Ž . - . . . raco d ' 
= 1514.—Guicciardin, in his defcription of the N 4 ace 


ae eS is def etherlands, acquaints 
eae eae paor exer being, by its vaft commerce, aN en- 
nudings, was now furrounded alfo with a new and 


gith thip 7°9 men, and in the 
> perifhed, It is probable, there. 


x * In the En f 3 
French one gos ; aera the French hip was fill larger than the 
b s be 


[Stews annales, p. 822, ed. 1600.] M. 
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more extenfive wall, being the fecond wall that had been built round 
that city. £ 

Notwithftanding the preparations made in the preceding year for a 
confederate and pretended religious war againft king Louis XII of 
France, a treaty of peace was concluded between king Henry VIII and 
him, for both their lives, comprehending alfo an intercourfe of com- 
merce ; whereby it was ftipulated, : 

< I) That all duties or burdens on commerce, in both countries, im- 
pofed within the laft 52 years, fhall be abfolutely repealed. 

‘ II) And that all foreign merchants, and particularly the Venetians 
and Florentines, fhould be at full liberty to fail to either kingdom, arm- 
ed or unarmed, with their fhips and merchandize. 

‘ IH) No letters of marque or reprifal to be iffued by either of the 
contracting parties againft any but the principal delinquents, and their 
effects and abettors, and not even again{t thofe until juftice has been 
denied, after being formally demanded. 

IV) In another article of this treaty, the two kings engaged mutually 
to affift each other with land and fea forces ; the afliftance by fea, on 
either fide, being ftipulated to be sooo armed men, with fhips fit for 
war, cannon, gunpowder, {tones (for they had not‘as yet fallen into the 
ufe of iron bullets), darts, provifions, arms, and other neceflaries for 
war, fuitable to the number of men above {pecified, at the expenfe of 
the party demanding fuch affiftance. But here is no fpecification of 
the precife number, or of the burden of the fhips. 

‘ V) Louis obliged himfelf to confirm to the Englith, trading at Bour- 
deaux, all the privileges and immunities granted either by himfelf or 
his predeceflors kings of France.’ [Federa, V. xiii, p. 412.] 

The portion of Mary, fecond daughter of the late king Henry VII,. 
to be married to king Louis XII of France, was fixed at, 400,000 gold 
crowns ; of which fum it was agreed that one half Mould go towards 
the lady’s equipage, gold and filver plate, jewels, clothes, &c. and the 
other half was to be deduéted out of a million of crowns, which Louis, 
by another treaty with Henry, of this fame year, ftipulates to pay him 
for deferting the confederacy ; although the plaufible pretence for this 


ftipulation was ‘exprefled to be for fundry old claims of the crown of | 


England on that of France. [Fædera, V. Ml, fp. 428, 433] ~ 
In this year alfo, we fee the form of a manumiflion granted by king: 
Henry VIII to two perfons, viz. ‘ Whereas, originally God created all: 


men free; but afterward the laws and cuftoms of nations fubjected fome 


under the yoke of fervitude. We think it pious and meritorious with, 

God, to make certain perfons abfolutely free from fervitude, who are 

at prefent under villenage to us. Wherefore we do now accordingly: 

manumit and free from the yoke of fervitude, Henry Knight a tailor, 

and John Erle a hufbandman, our: natives (i. e. our flaves), as being: 
«x 
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, i county of Corn- 
: : of Stoke-Clymmyflande, m our 
in our manor Ot ofo& iter: - born, an 
at together with all their ifue born, Or he a elie ms 
ibs = ds, chattels, and lands AlmeadyigcqUInCO, Ol ee 
ee. them ; fo as the faid two perfons, with their iffue, fhall 
y ? 


On b : 2 oo ; 
Kori be deemed by us and our heirs free,.and of free condition. 


a, F. xiii, p. 47°-] Bt i 3 
ee i Cae (Hiftoria Danica, L. it1.] obferves, that the Danes had 
oom 


for a long time complained of the arbitrary poesia bere oe 
towns in commercial matters ; and particularly that z ent ey eh r ie 

their merchandize to thofe towns for fale, they were not ee ro. 
afk what price they thought fit for the fame 5 but the magi; rates o 

thole Hanfe towns aflumed a power of arbitrarily fetting a price there- 
on; and thofe magiftrates, being generally merchants themifelves, took 
great advantage thereof, whereby the Danes were frequently obliged to 
fell at a lofing price, they not being permitted to re-export their mer- 


chandize from thofe towns, after they had once expofed them to fale ; 


put at beft, if not compelled to fell them at the price firft fixed or of- 
fered, they had no other remedy but to lodge them in the citizens 
warehoutes till the prices fhould change in their favour. The great 
quantity, moreover, of corn, butter, fifh, &c. thereby carried out of 
Denmark, rendering provifions much dearer, and diftreffing to the poor, 
king Chriftiern Il therefor directed, that for the future all thofe mer- 
chandize fhould be expofed to fale only at Copenhagen, whither alfo he 
brought the richeft merchants from other parts of his dominions. Thus 
this prince (though in other refpects a cruel tyrant) brought Copenha- 
gen to be the emporium or ftaple for all Danifh merchandize, to the 
great detriment of Lubeck, Wifmar, Roftoc, Straelfund, Stetin, &c. 
This was one great blow to the commerce of the Hanfe towns, whofe 
arbitrary proceedings put other princes and ftates upon the like mea- 
fures; and as men grow wifer by experience, it alfo put them upon 
manufactures and other branches of commerce at home, which gradual- 
ly brought on the farther decay of thofe Hanfe towns. 

In England new meafures were projected for the farther prevention 
of frauds in the manufacture of woollen cloths; and by two ftatutes 
ig ts wel of i ls ted fe ant an 
ee à ap event ltretching in their meafure, as alfo fhrinking ; 

gulations touching the wool, yarn, &c. And Blackwell- 


hall is firft named therein, though doubtlefs of ; 
ing, ds a repofitory for woollen ae Eepos apd- 


A new treaty of peace an 
ace and commerce was conclud 
y : - ed betwee - 
ry VIII and Francis I, in nearly the fame oen 


i f l terms as the former one in 
the yenan I 5 14, with Louis XII, now dead, viz. for both their lives; and 
ge ye a io whe common manner of treating in thofe times), with 
an additional claute, prohibiting the privateers of either nation fet 
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fail, without giving fecurity not to injure any of the fubje@s of the 
other contracting party, and to prevent them from felling their booty in 
the ports of either party, or receiving fupplies of provifions. [Fadera, 
V. xiii, p. 476.) ; 3 ; 
Henry VIII having complained to the fenate of Genoa againft the 
new duty laid on the merchandize of his fubjeéts in their ifland of Scio, 
they, in the year 1517, informed him, that the heavy annual tribute 
which they were obliged to pay to the grand fignior for the ifland, 
obliged them to impofe the duty which his fubje€ts complained of: 
Wherefore they humbly hoped his Majefty would not any more liften 
to the complaints of his fubjeđs there, fince they were no higher taxed 
than the other inhabitants; adding. that by that grievous tribute to the 
Turks, they contracted a debt of 120,000 ducats, which they could no 
otherwife difcharge but by thofe new duiies. [Fadera, V. xiii, pp. 493, 
589-1 
; A new treaty of peace and intercourfe of commerce was coricluded 
between Henry VIII and Ferdinand the Catholic, for himfelf as king 
of Arragon, and alfo as adminiftrator of the perfon and dominions of 
his daughter Joanna, queen of Caftile, &c. which is much the fame 
with former treaties with Spain ; with this addition, that in cafe the 


fhips of either party fhould be wrecked on the coafts of the other party, . 


the magiftrates fhould fecure and fequeftrate the goods, &c. of fuch 
. wreck for the proprietors, if within twenty months they fhould make 
out their claim, and perifhable merchandize fhould be fold for the be- 


nefit of the owners: But if no-claim were made within twenty months, ` 


then the laws of the country, where -fuch wreck fhould happen, fhould 
take place. [Fadera, V. xiii, p: 520.) 

1516.—In this year king Ferdinand the Catholic died at Madrid, 
which place (fays Guicciardin, in his Hiftory of the wars in Italy) was 
then but an obfcure village. Spain, before the union of its leveral 
kingdoms, had as many different capitals as kingdoms; but Madrid be- 


ing the ufual-refidence of Ferdinand’s fucceffors (though ‘ftill an open: 


town without walls) is become a very large city. 


Hakluyt [Voyages, V. iii, p. 498.] mentions a voyage made in this year 


by fir Thomas Port vice-admiral of England, and Sebaftian Cabot, . 


from England to the coafts of Brafil, and other parts of South Ameri- 
ca, by order of king Henry VIII; yet he gives us no particulars of it. 
In many different periods we find the Hanfeatic hiftorians almoft 
conftantly complaining (and particularly the ‘Lubeckers) of the vio- 
lences committed by the Danes: For inftance, in the year 1507, the 


king of Denmark, juft after having concluded a peace with the Hanfe- 
towns, feized on nine Lubeck merchant fhips, richly laden, from Ri- - 


ga. On the other hand, the Danith hiftorians paint the Hanfe towns, 
and efpecially Lubeck, in very odious colours, and as being ever the 
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of Denmark: But as at this diftance of time we are 


50 
implacable enemies 


; f the grounds o. c 
u meow Sa pene caufes plaufibly, we fhall not deter- 
bo 


hiftorically to note, that the feizure 
mine thereupon, any farne een ee this year 1516; during 
ee i a of Hamburgh alone carried on a trade with Nor- 
which fpace the = eases an reri to Lubeck and the other Van- 
wej and ponmi poe X ae whereby, and by their trade with 
dalc cities at war with that crown ; Nio ack, ee 
England and the Sh area A AA = y increaled in 
7 Terdenhagen, rejp. Hanj. V: 1, 2, 6.072 
oe ae between England, and Charles, fovereign 
of the Netherlands, was renewed for five years to come ; when it was 
farther ftipulated, ; : : l 

I) That the Englith, carrying their merchandize to Antwerp, which 
is in the province of Brabant, fhall not there be obliged to pay the 
tolls of Zealand; neither when they carry their merchandize to Ber- 
gen-op-zoom *, or to Middleburg, fhall they be obliged to pay the tolls 
of Brabant, but folely thofe of Zealand. 

Tl) That the merchants of either country fhall not make by-laws and 
ftatutes amongft themfelves, for agreeing not to buy the goods of cer- 
tain towns or perfons of the other country ; neither fhall either fide fet 
a fixed price on the merchandize of the other fide, at their fairs and 
markets, but all perfons fhall be free on both fides, to: buy and fell as 
they beft can. 

Laftly, Within one year from the date hereof, a formal congrefs {hall 
be held, for terminating all complaints of the fubje@s of both princes, 
either general or particular, relating to tolls, cuftoms, the ftaple, &c. 
{ Fodera, V. xii, pp. $33, 539-1 ~ ee 

Thus were the traders of England and the Netherlands perpetually 
complaining and treating about grievances; and: yet both parties: {till 
found it their imtereft to go on trading with each other. 

This year put an end to the famous monarchy of the-Mamelucs in 
Egypt, after it had lafteď upwards of 300 years. Is feems that Campfon 
ee cael, had, goons or foon after the 
POR eh ene of Penfia; againft Selim 

, i 1 emperor, who proved too hard: for them: both. andi found 

means to dethrone and kill Tonombeius, the: fon of Cam on @aurus 
The Mamelucs, however, made refiftance. to the power I fS liir F y 
fome- years after: yet hë TN aa of Selim: for 

7 Yeats atter; yet he at length reduced, firft. the port-towns. of Sy- 
ria, as Tripoli, Sidon, &c. and next the city of e y 
hori aI Se ae ey o = A Eafily, 

iro, in t 6. Te: , alter taking the vaft city. of 
Cairo, in the year 1516. “This was a great blow. to diet Belnet of Saer 

& rs «os 
. * In the onginal Berghes, which may: Perhaps be the: Duteh:name.of Mons. 
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in the Eaft, by throwing two fuch noble countries as Syria and Egypt 
into the fcale of the Turkifh empire, already too ponderous; whereby 
the fultans were enabled to give the law in the Levant feas, and to dif 
trefs the commerce and territories of Venice and Genoa in thofe parts, 
as they {oon effectually did. It alfo gave them the dominion of both 
fides of the Red fea, and on the coaft of Africa without that fea, and 
fouth-eaft on the Arabian fhore. It likewife gave the Turks the means 
of going by fea to Eaft-India, to the great annoyance of the Portuguefe 

in thofe parts, as may be feen in the hiftories of their Indian conquetts. 
The city of Antwerp conftantly increafing in wealth and commerce, 
and the city of Bruges as conftantly declining, fuch foreign merchants 
as had not before left the latter, removed in this year to Antwerp. The 
Englifh had removed thither in the preceding year: So there now only 


remained a few Spaniards at Bruges; yet the ftaple for Englifh wool 


was not as yet removed thence. 
1517.—Four Portuguefe fhips, attended by four Malayan fhips, failed 
from Malacca for China, with an ambaflador to the Chinefe emperor, 
who travelled from Canton to Pekin, all the way over land. 
The firft account we have of the grand cod-fifhery on the banks of 
Newfoundland was in this year, when an Englifh fhip of 250 tons ar- 
rived at the ifland of Puerto Rico, pretending fhe came with another to 
difcover a paflage to Cathay, and had -been at Newfoundland, where 
there were fifty Spanifh, French, and Portuguefe fhips on the fifhery, 
Thence fhe failed for Hifpaniola, but being fired at from the caftle, . 
returned to Puerto-Rico, and departing thence, was never heard of 
more. ` [Hakluyt s Voyages, V. iii, p. 499. Hererra dates it two years 
later. ] 
' So great an event, and fo fraught with interefting confequences, as 
was the reformation of a great part of Chriftendom from popery, can- 
not altogether be paffed over in filence for fundry obvious reafons ; yet, 
as ecclefiaftical hiftory is not our province, it will fuffice that we briefly 
obferve, under this year 1517, that Pope Leo X, being, or feeming to 
be, alarmed at the conqueft of Syria and Egypt from the-Mamelucs, . 
by Selim the gtand fignior, publithed a. croifade again{t the Turks ;. 
and, for that feeming end, difperfed his indulgences all over Chriften- 
dom, which were fo fhamefully difpofed of in Germany, that the bene- 
fit of thofe indulgences were even to extend to the dead, whole iouls,. 
upon payment by their heirs, &c. of a fum of money, were imme- 
diately to be redeemed out of purgatory ; and Guicciardini, in his wars 
of Italy, relates, that thofe powers for releafing fouls out of purgatory 
were openly played for in taverns: which feandalous proceedings ex- 
cited Martin Luther, a monk, and profeflor of divinity at Wirtenberg 
in Saxony, to attack the papal power, wherein being fupported by Fre- 
derick elector of Saxony, &c, a reformation of religion was graduauly 
7 G2 
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: That great 
; d ftates of Europe. in 

i in feveral kingdoms an ntries wherein proteftant- 
brought about aven beneficial to thofe pore the idle drones in 
event has Pro nly eftablifhed ; fince, by fuppreffing itted to 
ifm has been firmly etta a ftop to the great {ums annually rem le are 
the converte tied to other parts fot EN a epoci Genet 
aa and more pg aes Ged wa employed in 
and thei aon Oe Much more might be faid on this fubjed, to 
trade and commerce. hich have accrued to thofe feveral gountries 
fhow the many kergita w ais of religion; but as thefe general re 
. m < 
ee Fe ke aa ee our prefent purpofe, we fhall pone 
ae aia “the reft, as their feveral inclinations fhall dire T > 
a APEI day 1518 there was a fhameful riot Hall in his 
15D SO ee 62.) committed by the London appren- 
life of king Henry VIII, p. a rielts againft foreigners, by pulling 
BOGS, HONE EN e ig ee The complaints againft them were, 
down, and rifling their houfes, a Rea ee aarti heeR, that 
< That there were fuch ce Sees aes merchants had little 
the Englifh could get no work: h : ae in all filks, cloths of 
to do, by reafon the me aE eh ofan plis 

o il. 1 at no a : 
gold, wine, oil, iron, &c. tha a S d edha Bopti ad: 
man: They alfo export fo N a f {s the city round 

iving: That foreigners compafs the city 
Ei Se shana, Weltriniter Temple-bar, Holborn, St. Mar- 
fee ace St. John’s ftreet, Aldgate, Tower-hill, and St. Ca- 
ees i f l the market, fo that no good thing for 

therines; and they foreftal the m } S - 
them cometh to the market, which are the caufes that gheen 
want and ftarve, whilft foreigners live in abundance and pleafure: 
That the Dutchmen bring over iron, timber, and leather ready ma- 
nufactured, and nails, oe ee ee nee 
girdles, faddles, and painted cloths *. r. Bell's Spital fermon or 
Hafter-Tuelday. had greatly increafed the people’s jealoufy of foreign- 
ers. I faw, faid John Lincoln (the chief inftigator of the people), on 
a Sunday this Lent, 600 foreigners fhooting at the poppinjay with crofs- 
bows. This riot was over by dawn of day, called Evil May-day. Se- 
veral of thofe rioters were hanged, and the king pardoned the reft. 
The pretended crimes of thofe foreigners were probably their working 
cheaper, and being more induftrious than our own people, whofe ex- 
clufive privileges within the city kept the foreigners in thofe out-parts 
above named out of the freedom; thereby getting much of the trade, 

&c. from the freemen dis 


be 


A treaty was now concluded between king Henry VIII and Francis Í, 


* Thefe accufations throw fome light on the riot js given by Stow, 
<ommercial condition of London at this time. 


yo, who dates it in 1517, in his 
nnales, p. 848 
F A very circumftantial ac Be RAL 


3 ed. 1600; Survey of London, 
count of this great É 151, ed. 1618.- AG 
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the French king, for the marriage of Mary, Henry’s daughter, with the 
dauphin of France; wherein Henry ftipulates to pay 330,000 crowns, 
of 35 fols Mournois each, as the lady’s portion; but it did not take 
place. [Fadera, V. xiii, p. 632.] 

And in p. 642 we have a treaty, whereby Henry ftipulates do deliver 
to Francis the city and territory of Tournay, with Mortagne and St. 
Amande; for which Francis ftipulates to pay him 600,000 crowns, of 
35 fols Tournois each, at fundry diftant payments. 

By a commercial, or rather maritime treaty, between king Henry 
VIII and king Francis I, the title of which is Zraétatus Depredationis, 
it appears there were in thofe times many violences, robberies, and pi- 
racies committed on the feas of Europe. For the prevention whereof 
it was now ftipulated, 7 : 

* I) That at London, the admiral, vice-admiral, and mafter of the 
rolls, for England, and at Rouen, the like officers for France, fhould 
reciprocally be the judges of fuch enormities. 

<II) Thefe curity which matters and owners of fhips gave (by former 
treaties), on their fetting fail, not to injure the fubjeés of the other 
contracting party on the feas or in the port, was by this treaty made 
general, viz. That they fhould not mjure any nation whatever. 

‘JII) Ships, on their return home, were to undergo a ftri&t examina- 
tion, and to give a juft account how they came by any fhips, mer- 
chandize, or prifoners, which they might bring home as booty.’ [Fe- 
dera, V. xiii, p- 649.] 

Since all the powers of Europe keep up a ftanding maritime force 
even in times of peace, fuch piratical violences amongft nations in ami- 

ty have ceafed, becaufe they would be fo eafily detected, and fo fpeedily 


punifhed., 
And here it may ‘be proper to remark, that in almoft all the general 


treaties between England and France, for about roo years backward ` 


from this time; England (along with fuch other powers as are compre- 
hended by her in thofe treaties) generally has comprehended, and now 
exprefsly comprehends, the community and fociety of the Teutonic 
Hanfe. 

We may alfo note, that king Henry VIII was the firft king Bf Eng- 
land that had any correfpondence with the Swifs cantons, whom he 
therefore generally comprehends in his treaties, under the title -of the 
Helvetic Lords (‘ Domini Helvetii, five Sueten/es.’) 

In this year, according to Thuanus [L. h.], “ fourteen of one Hanfe 
towns were cut off from their general confederacy,’ (for irregularities, 
doubtlefs, in their conduét.) Who adds, that there {till remained, un- 
to his own time, 66 cities in that confederacy, viz. 6-Vandalic cities, 8 
of Pomerania, 6 of Pruffia, 3 of Livonia, 13 Saxon cities, 10 of Welt= 
phalia, 7 of Cleves or Marck, 3 of Overyflel, 7 of Guelderland, and 3 
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in all 80 Ha 
of Frifeland. By this account, there mutt have bee PW DR ei 
towns in that confederacy; yet their biftoriagraphet he € T 
a but 64 cities who ever paid annual contributions for the expence 


hat confederacy. 3 ? f : Prac 
an Scottifh parliament paffed ‘an act, with proper penalties, againft 


54 


h s F MEAS vs 
thofe who neglected to plant woods, hedges, and fences; though this, like 


former laws for the fame purpofe, has never been geL czerni, even 
to the prefent times: But they are in our days fetting € fectually, "ough 
but gradually, about what their own ftatutes long fince enjoined them 
to do. : se $ ae 

1519.—The Spaniards went on with their difcoveries on the continent 
of America, and particularly on the coaft of what is called Terra Fir- 
ma, Darien, &c. although (as elfewhere obferved), what with ftorms 
and fhipwrecks, and the refiftance of the native Indians, it may be 
thought doubtful whether, upon the whole, they were hitherto really 
gainers until after the year 1519 ; when the emperor Charles V, -king 
of Spain, received news of the difcovery and -commencement of the 
conqueft of the famous Indian empire of Mexico by Hernando Cortes;. 
who failing, in the year 1518, from the ifle of Cuba, with about 400: 
foot foldiers, 7 {mall cannon, and 15 (fome fay 50 horfemen) laid the 
foundation of a very great dominion for Spain in America, by the im- 
menfe treafures which to this day are annually brought from America 
into Spain, more efpecially after they had from Mexico invaded Peru, 
Paraguay, and Chili, fouthward,-and New Mexico northward. ‘The 


entered into the fervice of S 
V, King of Spain, that b I i 


to him to make a complete 
-of, navigation weftward. 


thereu i : ait (to whi i 
pon gue till November 1520; thence tale Gn T Airone 


5 
a 
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illes, he arrived at the ifles which he called the Philippines, where he 
loft his life in a fkirmifh; but the fhips failed on for Tidore, one of the 
Molucco ifles, where they arrived in the 27th month after their firft 
fetting out from Spain, and where (contrary to what. the Portuguefe 
had given out, to deter others from coming thither) they found the fea 
102 yards in depth, though the Portuguefe had (as fome write) fpread 
reports of its being fo fhallow, that there was no navigating it, befide 
continual darknefs, rocks, &c. Here the Spaniards firit tafted the {pices 
‘at their fountain-head, and traded with the king and people of Tidore 
for them, in exchange for their own cargo of cloth, glaffes, &c. to a vaft 
profit; thence they returned home, with only one of their fhips, by the 
Cape of Good Hope (one fhip being taken by the Portuguefe, and the. 
other left leaky) and arrived at Seville in September 15525 being the 
firft who had ever failed quite round the globe. 

There having probably been fome difference, before this time; be- 
tween England and Genoa, on account of commerce, or perhaps’ partly- 
for the partiality of the Genoefe to France, under the protection and 
vaflalage of whofe kings they had for fome time paft put themfelves, 
the French king, amongft his other titles, now filing himfelf lord of 
Genoa, matters were in this year accommodated ; and we accordingly 
meet with king Henry VII's paffport or fafe-condué to Luke Spinola, 
ftiled mafter of the fociety of merchants of Genoa refiding in Eng- 
land, and to all other Genoefe merchants and their factors, &c. toge- 
ther with their carracks, galleys; and fhips, to refort to any part of Eng- 
land and its territories, there freely: to fell their merchandize, and to 
buy wool, woollen cioth, tin, lead, &c..; provided they do not export 
any merchandize of the ftaple of Calais to any port but to Calais, un- 
lefs it be through the Straits of Morocco > any letters of marque, or re- 
prifals, againft the community, dominion, and city of Genoa, their vaf- 
fals or fubjedts, &c. to the contrary notwithftanding. Laftly, this fafe 
conduct was to continue for five years, even although it fhould happen 
in the interim that war fhould break out between England and France, 
[Federa, V. xiii, p. 700.] y 

According to Sandoval’s hiftory of the civil wars of Spain, in the 
beginning of the reign of the emperor Charles V, when almoft all the 
cities of Spain, in this year 1519: (et feq.), made infurreGions, on ac- 
count of the exorbitant exaétions. of that emperor’s Flemifh favourites, 
and their carrying much: money out of Spain into Flanders, &c. we find 
mention made of fundry clethworkers amongft thofe rebels, whofe army 
had drawn up articles or conditions to be agreed to by the emperor : 
Some ofithem are as follows, viz: 

I) That the cloth imported from other countries fhall be of the fame 
fize and goodinefs as the cloths wrought in thefe kingdoms (of Spain.) 

1I) That the merchants and clothiers of the kingdoms (of Spain), 


i i 
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: -ein, one half of all. the wools: 
may take, (feize) to gore po T RR aise e eo F the king 
bought, either þy natives m k ne aor apne for them And that tie 
doms, paying the Ca ie the faid wools either from the fhepherds or 
officers of juftice may eat ver them to be manufactured, as above. 
from the A e Dert was once a confiderable manufaure in 

e it is plain, è : TR 
S a Hote it was afterwards a aes oe ie g S a 
of gold and filver from America, very oer J a a T ANN Py 
the nation grew lazy with their riches, and carelels o t ae = a sae 
ed in manufactures; and to the temptation of getting ud en y rich,. 
which allured fuch numbers of people to emigrate to America, that 
there were not induftrious hands enough left in Spain to carry on fuch 
s. ; 

z oA finċe made feveral unfuccefsful efforts for the revival of: 
that manufa@ure ; and fuch meafures are in our days purfuing by his 
prefent Catholic Majefty, as are very likely to reftore it in fome confi- 
derable degree, though the country ftill labours under the great misfor- 
tune of a want of induftrious hands: fo extremely difficult it is. for x 
nation to recover a neglected and loft manufacture. 

1520.—The commercial treaty, named by the Netherlanders intercur— 

Jus magnus, concluded in 1495-6, was now renewed between king Hen-- 
ry and the emperor Charles V, fovereign of the Netherlands, for five 
years certain. [Federa, V. xiii, p. 714.] 

King Henry iffued a commiffion for a congrefs at Bruges in Flanders,. 
to treat with commiffionérs from the Hanfe towns, concerning the 
abufes, unjuft ufes, extenfions, enlargements, interpretations, and reftric- 
tions, made by the Hanfeatie merchants, concerning the feveral privi- 
leges at any time granted to the Hanfeatic league by the. king or-his 
predeceflors, and to remove all the faid: abufes ; alfo to demand and re- 
ceive whatever fums of money, and how large foever they may be, due 
to him on that account. And finally, to renew and conclude an inter- 
courfe of commerce between England and the faid Hanfe-leacue ; bue 
the iflue of this congrefs does not appear. - [Federa, V. xiii po 722 | 

The Genoefe obferving the various ways of eflaying to ae ee aie 
India, befides the common way by the Cape of Good Hope; as that 
now by Magellan’s ftraits, the fuppofed north-weft paflage chat fuppot- 
ed from New-Spain, and the hoped-for north-eaft paflage , eae ae p 
feeking to excel in induftry in this age of difcoveries 5 ae ee 
not fo much accuftomed to voyages in the ocean, fent Paul Conterano 


to the czar of Mufcovy, with a propofal for carryi i 
of Eaft-India overland into Ruffia > but the a oe eee 


under the year 1526, 
the exiftence of woolle 


* The treaty between Charles V king of Spai 
and Francis I king of France,which will be found Gee e Peter evidence, of 


n manufactures in Spain, M 
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taking were fo many, that the czar rejected their propofal. [Monfon’s 
Naval tracts, p. 480.| 

According to Nicholfon, [Englifh hifforical library, p. 6, ed. 1696.] 
‘ fince the beginning of King Henry VIII’s reign, our eldeft general 
‘ geographer or antiquary is faid to have been Thomas Sulmo, a Guern- 
‘ fey man, who died at London, anno 15453; the year following, a 
€ much greater man of the profeflion, Sir Thomas Elliot, one of King 
* Henry’s ambaffadors, and of Sir Thomas Moore’s friends, died alfo. 
: Contemporary with thofe two, was George Lilly (fon of William the 
< famous grammarian), who lived fome time at Rome with Cardinal 
‘ Poole, and publithed the firft exaét map that ever was till then drawn 
‘ of this ifland.’ 

1521.— The great fuccefs of the Turks at this time juftly alarmed the 
princes of Europe; for in the year 1521, the fultan Solyman the Magnifi- 
cent not only took the fortrefs of Belgrade from Louis king of Hungary, 
but likewife foon after, the city of Buda, the capital of that kingdom. 
In the year following he aflaulted the famous ifle of Rhodes, fo long 
poflefled by the knights of St. John of Jerufalem ; and although the 
city of Rhodes had but 6000 Chriftians in garrifon, they held out fix 
months againft the whole power of the Turks, who loft 64,000 men be- 
fore they were able to take it. Solyman alfo, out of the Black Sea and 
other parts, having got together near 600 galleys, &c. attempted the ifle 
of Corfu, and ravaged the neighbouring coafts and ifles, proving too 
hard for the united fleets of the emperor, Venice, and the pope. This 
proved a great detriment to the naval commerce of England in the Le- 
vant feas, where, till now, thofe zealous knights of St. John had been 
the common proteétors of all Chriftian fhips, and a great obftrudtion to 
the Turkifh depredations. When thofe knights gat away from Rhodes, 
with 50 of their galleys, they carried much riches with them, and many 
people; yet, (that we may not any more recur to this article) in about 
eight years following, during which they moved about between Candia, 
Naples, Sicily, Villatranca, &c. their numbers and riches were much di- 
minifhed ; until the year 1530, when the Emperor Charles V beftowed 
on them the ifles of Malta and Goza in the Sicilian fea: Here they 
again foon became the terror of the Mahometans, as they {till continue 
to be. Captain Morgan acquaints us, that the naval force of Malta, in 
his time, confifted of {even itout fhips of war, none carrying fewer than 
50 guns, befide galleys and privateers of all fizes, with which they are 
perpetually harafling the coatts of Barbary, and bringing home prizes 
to Malta. [Hi of Algiers, V. i, p. 315. ed. 1728. ] 

In thofe times, when commerce was but in its childhood, there wis 
teo much of a monopolizing fpirit throughout all Europe. ‘The city of 
Hamburgh pretended (and partly ftill pretends) to an exelufive domi- 


nion on the river Elbe. -This had been connived at in the early days. 


Vou. I, 
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they even claimed a right to exclude all the other 
we ee the fea from a free navigation on that great 
a from fundry emperors ; which, they alfo al- 
abled them to oblige the fubjects of Danifh Holftein to import 


7 ro < i it y 
their merchandize no where elfe but to Hamburgh, for which, it was 
t 


towns lying between it 


leged, en 


faid, they were to take what price the Hamburghers pleafed to allow 


them. King Chriftiern Il of Denmark, in the year 1521, oppofed their 
: 5 


exorbitant claims, in refentment of which oppofition, Hamburgh, in» 


the year 1523, actually declared war againft DRPD : a eeeesCht us 
tian HI, being of a mild difpofition, permitte amburg DREE p P 
Todas during his whole reign, which ended in the year 1558, af- 
ter which we fhall trace thofe difputes farther. 

There being at this time a great decay of hufbandry in England, by 
reafon of the many inclofures, which, within the preceding fifty years, 
had turned much arable land into pafture, thereby leflening the num- 
ber of hufbandmen, &c. moft capable of defending the country, where- 
by alfo towns and villages were depopulated, and both wool and flefh 
meat were enhanced, becaufe engrofled by the nobility and gentry, who 
were not neceflitated to fell; King Henry VIII therefore now iffued out 
his commiffions to the magiftrates for putting in execution the laws 
againft inclofures. 

In the fame year was firft introduced the ufe of hand-guns or muf- 
kets, whereby, in little more than 100 years later, the practice of bows 
and arrows in war was quite laid afide. 

Tn the fame year there was a great breach from the fea in the dikes 
or fea-walls of Holland, whereby 72 villages, and upwards of 100,000 
people, were faid to be drowned; but we dare not afcertain this for 
fact without more authentic vouchers of time, place, &c. than merely a 
general report. 5 

King Henry (by his favourite Cardinal Wolfey) aed as mediator at 
the treaty of Calais between the two great rivals for power, the Empe- 

ror pos V and King Francis I of France. What relates to commerce 
is as follows, 

Whereas the fierce war carried on betwee 
cafioned many maritime de 
innocent fubjedts on beth fi 
the herring-fifhing, 
lated, 


That the fithers, both of the em ran fi 

nar , bi peror and France, may freel 

herrings, &ce. from the date hereof (11th O&ober ı oes ae = o 
January following, even though the > 


a war fhould go on betwe i 
princes, and they may return home in fafety i 


It was alfo ftipulated (much for the h i 

ig Was allo nour of King Henry), th: - 
ing the war between Charles and Francis, none of their fabs k 
- a 4 


f n thofe two princes had oc- 
predations, tò the grievous damage of the 
des, and it being now the proper feafon for 


——to prevent thofe depredations, it was now ftipu- 
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in the harbours, bays, rivers, or mouths of rivers, roads or ftations for 
fhipping, and particularly the ftation called the Downs, nor in any other 
maritime places belonging to the jurifdiG@tion of the king of England, 
take, fpoil, rob, or plunder any fhip or merchantman, loaded or unload- 
ed, armed or unarmed, of whatfoever burden or nation they may be; 
nor rob any fuch fhip of its merchandize, arms, &c. nor injure the fame 
any other way; but both fhips and mariners, of whatever nation, fhould 


be abfolutely fecure in thofe places, and remain at anchor there, with-- 


out obftruétion or moleftation from either of the faid two princes or of 
their fubjects. 
Laftly, the ratification is memorable, viz. 
‘ We having feen the above named articles, and being defirous to 
‘ gratify the faid moft reverend cardinal, our moft dear and 
* moft beloved friend, do hereby ratify and approve the fame. 
(Signed) < CHARLES, emperor. 
< Francis, king. 
We have feen, that fo early as the year 1508, the Portuguefe had 
become in fome meafure mafters of the {pice or Molucco ifles, and that 


the emperor Charles V had encouraged Magellan to fail to them by a: 


weftern courfe in the year 1518; yet the Spaniards proved unfuccefsful 


in all their attempts to poffefs thofe iflands. At length, King John II: 


of Portugal, in the year 1529, fent the emperor, his brother-in-law, 
350,000 ducats (when about this time he went into Italy to be crowned 


emperor), on condition of not being difturbed in the pofleffion of thofe - 


ifles till repayment of that fum ; which being never done (fays Sir Wil- 
iiam Monfon in his Naval tras), Spain has never fince pretended to 
thofe ifles. 

The Portuguefe now brought thofe fpices home to Lifbon in great 
quantities, whereby, fays Penfionary De Witt Llnteref of Holland, part 
MI. ¢. iii.] the king of Portugal got above 200,000 ducats yearly. — 
* Thofe ifles, fays the fame able author, ‘ before they thus loft their 
‘ independency, were ariftocratical republics, and then drove a great 
‘ trade in their cloves, mace, and nutmegs ; and although f{earcely a 
‘ third part thereof was carried by fhipping to Calecut, that great ftaple 
“ of India, which being there fold, were carried to Baflora and Egypt 
* by caravans, and thence tranfported by fhipping to Europe; yet the 
* fultans of Syria and Egypt, through whofe lands they were brought, 


< Were wont to receive yearly above 80,000 ducats cuftom for the fame. . 
< No wonder then if the princes of thofe countries, as well as the ftate - 


‘ of Venice, were very much offended with the. Portuguefe for divert- 

ing this profitable channel of that trade.’ 

_ About this time the French commenced a filk manufacture, having been 

fupplied with workmen from Milan, while they poffefied that duchy. 

In this manufa@ure they made a very quick progrefs, principally at 
i : H2 


e 
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Lyons and other parts of the fouth of France, and eo te 

Eont e with filk goods ; and until England long after f ne 
n SR A Té it was the means of draining us of great fums annu- 
T "Vet it oe jong after this time before France got into the method 
ally. é 


of raifing raw filk from aes ge ftormed and pillaged by the Spa- 
In this year the city a Ch ; -1 i V. And the chevalier de Mailly 
D paa L Epen aes that Genoa was at that time 
[Hiffoire de Genes, V. ii, p. 81 .] acquaints us, ue g T á 
efteemed the richeft city in the world (in Europe, I fuppofe, he meant) 
y Jenice and Lyons. : s 
Be o e Venice having for fo many centuries enjoyed the 
- fole commerce for the fpices of India, till lately deprived of it by Por- 
tugal, made at this time an effort to acquire fome confiderable benefit 
therefrom ftill, by making a propofal to the court of Lifbon to take off 
all the {pice annually imported by the Portuguefe (over and above what 
that kingdom itfelf could confume) at a certain fixed price; but the 
propofal was inftantly rejected. [O/or. de reb. Emanuelis, L. xii] _ 
1522.—Cenfio de Balthazari, a merchant of Lucca, refiding in the 
ifle of Crete or Candia, was appointed by King Henry to be for life go- 
vernor, mafter, protector, or conful, of the Englifh nation there, with 
all powers and emoluments which any conful formerly enjoyed there 
or any where clfe, either from the faid king or any of his predeceflors. 
Federa, V. xiii, p- 766.] - 
So neceflary and important are a few fingle fea-ports to the welfare 
of a whole kingdom, that even the abfolute fate of the latter may de- 
pend on the former : Thus, in the faid year 1522, the Lubeckers, Dant- 
zickers, &c. fent nine fhips of war to the affiftance of Guftavus (Erick- 
fon) king of Sweden, by whofe aid he fo well fucceede 
ful return he granted thofe Hanfeatic cities great 
Voltaire, in his general hiftory of Europe 
beck alfo fupplied him with troops, without which he would have found 
a difficult to fucceed. By the afliftance of Lubeck the city of Stock- 
holm was taken ; and although the 60,000 merks agreed to be paid for 
that fervice could not then be paid by Sweden, yet in lieu thereof. fays 
Puffendorf, they were allowed the fole trade of Sweden, and to pay no 
euftom there for merchandize imported, &c.; which bene Gis were too 
cv eee a oe Ai a {pirited author Voltaire) the 
toe oiie ER radıng town *. Fowler, in his 
Be z oe troubles of Swedeland and Poland (folio, London, 1656), 
a coe e ao prince y much improved his people in tillage, 
one Oa ae, DE Out the metal mines, and the more effectual 
EEN m by aquedudts and -huge engines, &e. He alfo erected 


# This af n, ke man the $ of y taires r ft i = a. 
) MS alerto: IK? ma yo TS 0: O.aire’s, was not yi ly true, 


d, that in grate- 
privileges in Sweden. 
» alleges that the city of Lu- 


for Lubeck was undoubtedly 


a 
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workhoufes, &c. for vagrants. Thofe Hanfe towns (fays Werdenhagen 
their hiftoriographer) at the fame time declared war againft Chriftiern II 
king of Denmark, who had raifed on them the toll in the Sound, and 
obftructed their commerce; yet, by fo frequently intermeddling in 
the wars between potent princes and ftates, the Hanfe: towns now 
and then fufficiently {marted, although for the moft part they did not 
give their aid without at leaft providing for themfelves an ample equi- 
valent. 

1523.—According to Lord Herbert’s hiftory of King Henry VIII, in’ 
the attempts of the Englifh and French courts to gain Scotland to their 
intereft, the Englifh minifters, among other arguments, afferted, that 
the Englith were matters of the feas, and thereby were able to {top and 
interclude all fuccour that could come to them (the Scots) from any 
other place. And as in the replications of the partifans of France that 
affertion is not contradicted, the point feems to have been admitted. 

It was now by an Englifh a@ of parliament determined (e. xii.), 
‘ That of every L roo worth of gold to be coined, there fhould be L.20 
coined into half-angels, of 3/4 each; and of every Lioo worth of 
filver, L 50 fhall be coined into groats, L20 into half-groats or two- 
pences, L 20 in pence, ro merks into halfpence, and 5 merks into 
farthings.’ With refpect to thefe filver farthings, Lord Herbert obferves, 
‘ that though it was doubtlefs for the convenience of the people that 
they fhould have fo much {mall coin, yet being fo very fmall, they 
are all long fince worn out.’ N. B. Here is no mention of fhillings. This 
too was the laft time of coining filver farthings, probably for the faid 
reafon. 

Malynes [Lex Mercatoria, p. 189.] alleges, that it was not yet 100 
years fince one Violet Stephens, and other difcontented fifhmongers, 
went to the town of Enckuyfen in Holland, where they procured the 
inhabitants to fifh for them in the feas of Great Britain. In another 
part of the fame book, he adds, ‘ whereby the fifhing trade is fo increaf- 
‘ ed, that Holland and Zealand have above 2000 buffes or fifhing fhips, 
‘ which ufually make three voyages yearly.’ He had juft before faid, that 
in the time of King Henry VII there was no fithing trade eftablifhed in 
the Low Countries. By the fifhing trade here mentioned by Malynes, 
we are only to underftand their fupplying foreign markets with filh; 
for, with refpect to the Netherlands themfelves, it cannot be doubted 
but that they always fithed on their own coa%s for their own fupply, al- 
though England might be beforehand with them in fupplying other na- 
tions. 

1524.—Much about this time (fays Howell, p. rc8.), foap began firft 
to be made in- London; before which time that city was ferved with 
white foap from beyond fea, and with gray foap, fpeckled with white, 
very {weet and good, from Brittol, fold here for a penny the pound, and 
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bove a penny farthing; alfo black foap for an halfpenny the 
never a ; 


Pens & of parliament [14, 15 Hen. VII, c. 2.}, for fettling how 
By an a : ( 


j d journeymen (not denizens) fhould be kept by fo- 
T RPL ded. London, &c. great powers were given to the 
E e oa $ the workmanfhip of thofe foreigners, 
ae 2 r NGS joiners, coopers, &c. of foreigners, 
ee "thei ‘ks, after being examined by: 
who had feals or ftamps put on their works, eee J5 
i hofe corporations both in London and other parts. 
To if the cae corporations was by oe Pe, ppn 
to two miles from the city, viz. within -the town of V e ame i: e 
parifhes of St. Martin in the Fields, and of our Lady in the Stran ] i: 
Clements Danes without Temple-bar, St. Giles in the Fields, St, Andr ews 
in Holborn, the town and borough of Southwark, Shoreditch, White- 


chapel parifh, St. John’s ftreet (Clerkenwell), and Clerkenwell parith, 


2 


St. Botolph without Aldgate, St. Katherine’s (near the tower of ee 
don), and Bermondfey-ftreet.’ This is an authentic view of the feveral 
fuburbs of London in the year 1524. Neverthelefs, we are not to ima- 
gine that all thofe fuburbs were contiguous to each other, or joined, as 
at prefent, to the great contiguity ; for there were then, and long after, 
feveral large breaks or {paces where no buildings were, not only in the 
fireet (now fo well built) called the Strand, then chiefly taken up with 
the capital dwellings of the nobility, with their large adjoining gardens, 
but likewife a great part of St. Martin’s parifh was ftill literally in the 
fields (as it is ftill denominated), and the like may be faid of St. Giles 
in the fields (then ftiled the town of St. Giles 
of St. Andrews in Holborn > much’ of all which, and alfo of Weftmin- 
fter, Clerkenwell, Shoreditch, Whitechapel, and Southwark, was literal- 
ly fields, even fo late as the reign of Queen Elifabeth, as appears by a 
map of London and its fuburbs, publithed about the year 1 560. This 
act was not to extend to any other handicrafts but joiners, pouchmakers, 
coopers, and blackfmiths. Alfo lords, and all others having lands and 
tenements of Lroo per annum, were hereby permitted to retain foreign 
Jomers and glaziers in their fer S 

that thofe two trades were not th 


), and of the upper part 


vice; which may lead us to: conjecture 
en fo well improved in England as thes 
have fince been. $ s z 


By another a@ of this year [¢. 3.], w 


wortteds, fays, and ftamiiis (now farther 
ed at Norwich, 


| i fince the former law 
regn of King Edward IV, and had 


Lynn, and other parts of Norfolk, & 
Francis I, king of Fy. 


fhips on difcoveries, thr 


e find that the manufactures of 
regulated), were greatly increaf- 
s made for their regulation in the 


extended themfelves to Yarmouth, 
c. 


anı, a Florentine, with four. 


ee of whi : 
fourth: landed on the ¢ of which he left at the Madeir 


oaft of Florida ; whence failin 


ciras, and with the 


; g to 50 degrees of 


| 
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north latitude, he gave the land there the name of New France; but 
he returned home-without having planted or left any colony. there. 
[Purchas’s Pilgrimes, V. iv, p. 1603.—Morifoti Orbis maritimus, L. ii, 
c. 34.] 

We have now the firft ftatute made in England for mending a parti- 
cular highway. [14,15 Hen. VIH, c.6.] There being a certain public 
way in the Wild of Kent, which was much worn out, and alfo not fo 
near and commodious as another in the fame neighbourhood, the lord 
of the manor was impowered, at his own expenfe, to complete the moft 
convenient road, after which he might fhut up and inclofe the old road 
for his own fole benefit. By another law [26 Hen. VIII, c. 7.], the like 
was done in Suffex. 

Pizarro now failed from Panama, and difcovered the immenfe riches 
of Peru, where he found veflels of gold and filver, fine palaces, &c. ; the 
conqueft of which country was gradually carried on to the vaft emolu- 
ment of the firft conquerors, and the perpetual one of the Spanith court. 

About thefe times many new articles of food and drink were brought 
into England, &c. fome of which occafioned the following rhyme: 


< (1.) Turkeys, (2) carps, (3) hops, (4) piccarel, and (5) beer, 
€ Came into England all in one year.’ 


Another diftich of our writers, under the year 1546, runs thus: 


: © Hops, reformation, bays, and beer, 
< Came into England all frone year.’ 


(1) Turkies, or Guinea cocks (as then called by fome, and by others 
‘Indian fowls), were faid to have been firft brought into England in this 
15th year of King Henry VIII, which, though a tender fowl, have fince 
multiplied exceedingly. 

(2) Carp came hither alfo about the fame time, and are now com- 
mon, not only in ponds, but in many rivers. Suflex is more efpecially 
famous for the beft. The anonymous author of a work, termed Eng- 
lifh worthies in church and.ftate, Svo, 1684, fays, < that Leonard Mat 
‘cal, of Plumfted, in Sufx, was the firft who brought over into Eng- 
* land, from beyond fea, carps and pippins, about the year 1514.’ 

(3) The ufe of hops in malt liquor came from Artois, which fome 
fay (though untruly) firft gave that liquor the name of (5) beer, as 
diftinguifhed from the ancient and fofter malt-liquor called ale: Yet it is 
certain, that beer, as a malt-liquor, was known and ufed by that name 
very long before. 

_ (4) Piccarel, not very intelligible; fince we can ff&d no other mean- 
ing of the word but that of young pike, which it is faid was always an 
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Enelith pond-fith: This therefore is probably a miftake in the tran- 
{cribers ¥, 


-y other kinds of fruits and plants were firft enlawancey in Eng- 

Sundry other } fach as apricots and mufk-melons, though others 
GTO dais timog aoa aap h later, viz. the former in the year 
meike bali vacie to hire Cone uuan Ti e SE from Italy 

lon-feeds not till the time of King James t, BL Nic 
1578, and the me : hither alfo from Flanders about this 
The large fine pale goofberry came hı 2 a Soa egccredne ee 
time, with falads, ene tents as <8] ; i 
cfent fate of England, part tir, anno 1083, P. 250-3. es 
cao, formerly emmoves Dy Kane era V ~ 7 
England, and now employed in Spain as chie P ot, inftea o gong 2 
the Moluccos, as firft defigned, failed a great way up the vaft river Da 
la Plata, and found the country of Paraguay fo inviting that he built 
feveral forts in it; and foon after that country was planted by Spain. 

The Hanfe towns were ftill fo powerful that Frederick I king of 
Denmark was induced to defire an union with them, being herein fe- 
conded by the great-mafter of Pruffia. 

And if Puffendorf’s hiftory of Sweden is to be relied on, even the 
Lubeckers alone fancied themfelves fo far matters of the northern king- 
doms, that they had already fold Denmark to Henry VIL king of Eng- 
land, who had actually advanced to them 20,000 crowns on this account ; 
but it feems he wifely put off the payment of the remainder, till they 
fhould fulfill their engagement. 

Moreover, King Guftavus Erickfon of Sweden, about this time agreed 
with Frederick I of Denmark, to refer their-differences about the ifland 
of Gothland and the province of Blekinga, &c. to. the fix fol 
Hanfe towns, viz. Lubeck, Hamburgh, Dantzick, Roftock, Wifm 
Lunenburg ; between which towns and thofe two kings an alliance was 
made againft the expelled King Chriftiern II, who claimed all the three 
northern crowns; by which alliance a final period was put to the union 
of thofe three kingdoms ; which the Swedes alleged had ever been pre- 
judicial to them, but beneficial to the Danes, who, whilft they com- 

manded in Sweden, lived like opulent lords, whereas the native Swedes 
were flaves and beggars. 

Although the following tr 
general one of the kind, fin. 
lefsa very old one: Tt is 


1525, intitled, © C] 
4 


lowing 
ar, and 


eatife of geography was not perhaps the firft 
ce the revival of learning, yet it is doubt- 
a Latin work, in foli 


ae tolo, printed at Strafbure, 
an ey pedi Frolgmpi Seographice enarrationis libri oc- 
aa eymhero Interpreté. Annotationes Joannis de Re- 
E es commiffos 4 Jacobo Angelo, in tranflatione fua.’ 
olemy: S maps, tables, &c. this author gives us a new fet of 

* «The pike, as he a ely i ie ‘ 
© names ; eee a frie E E pas aoe a Me f pea gel so pane ed alt 
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maps of his own compofing, on wooden plates, according to the new 
difcoveries. oe 

1. It appears, that by means of the Portuguefe difcoveries, the charts 
of the coafts of Africa, Arabia, Perfia, and India, are pretty well deli- 
neated. 

2. With refpect to China, to which the Portuguefe had not as yet 
given that more modern name, and which he, after the old authors of 
the 13th century, ftiles Cathay, almoft all that he feemed to know of it 
is, that it was to be failed to from India. 

3- He calls America, ‘ Terra nova inventa per Chriftophorum Co- 
€ lumbum,’ i. e. the new land found out by Columbus; which feems to 
be all that he knew of it. But, 

4. His map or chart of what he calls the Maré Congelatum, together 
with the countries of Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, is miferably er- 
roneous, as is alfo that of the Baltic fea. And between Greenland and 
Norway-Lapland, inftead of an open fea he makes a great bay, which 
terminates at a fabulous ridge of mountains, like thofe of Ptolemy, &c. 

5. In one of his maps, he makes England and Scotland two different 
ifles, and in another but one ifle, though extremely erroneous in figure, 
&c. The like of other parts of the world. This is enough to fhow the 
infant ftate of cofmographical knowlege in that age. 

About this time, King Henry at a great expenfe erected the pier of 
Dover. Being afterward decayed, it was repaired by Queen Elizabeth ; 
and both it and the harbour have fince at many different periods been, 
with very great charge, repaired and enlarged. Dover was anciently a 
flourifhing town, and had feven parifh churches, fince reduced to two ; 
partly occafioned by the lofs of Calais, and partly by the fuppreffion of 
pilgrimages and monatteries ; (which is alfo the cafe of the anciently fa- 
mous city of Canterbury) partly alfo by the decay of its harbour: Yet 
Dover has fince in fome meafure recovered its former profperity; and its 
harbour is one of the beft dry harbours of England. 

No difcovery of any confequence had been made from England fince 
Cabot’s voyage to the coafts of America. King Henry now fent out 
two {hips towards the fame coafts, one of which was caft away in the 
gulf of St. Laurence, and the other returned home the fame year with- 
out any material difcovery. Some place this attempt in the year UGA 
(See Hakluyt, V. iii, p. 129.) This voyage is probably that which Ro+ 
bert Thorn put King Henry upon, for a north-weft paflage to the Mo- 
luccos. i 3 

1526.—In this year the famous treaty of Madrid was made between 
the Emperor Charles V, and King Francis I of France, then his prifoner. 
What relates to commerce is in fubftance, 

z ) That only the antient cuftoms and duties on merchandize fhould 

oL. H. I 


# 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


nina a PEE ESTER 


SSeS ee” 


Ji 


66 A. De 1526. " 


; ‘4 on within twenty years paft on 
be paid, annulling the Boe ee ne ae sa ge 
: 3 ticularly thoile on sa, : z 
either fide, and part Ai A the late prohibitions of the kings of France, 
II) That notwithftanding ate p S ee aa het 
de in Catalonia, Rouffillon, Sardinia, and the othe; 
the woollen cloths made m Uate , oh 1 : 
creitories of the crown of Arragon, and alfo all other cloths and mer- 
ae Ae to the fubje&ts of that crown, migis be carried by 

g 2 ia à 

SmS t re 
land or water through the dominions of France, T ae = See the 
many dangers of a long navigation, paying one a fold | ae 
impofts eftablifhed twenty years before, but not F 5 T alee ae nee. 
On the other hand, the cloths of France might be freely fold in the em- 
peror’s dominions. [Federa, V. xiv, pp. 309, 322.] i 

This is one of many proofs that the Spaniards manufactured their 
excellent wool into cloth before the national induftry was poifoned by 
the influx of gold and filver from America. , 

It appears from Hakluyt [X ii, p. 3.] That now, and for fome time 
before, fome merchants of Briftol traded, by means of the fhips of St. 
Lucar in Spain, to the Canary iflands, fending thither cloth, foap, &c. 
and returning with dying drugs, fugar, and kid fkins; and that they. 
alfo fent thither their factors from Spain. 

Hakluyt obferves, that the Spaniards firft planted vines and fugar- 
canes in the Canaries, as the Portuguefe alfo did in Madeira; but it is: 
to be prefumed that they had not as yet got wine enough for exporta- 
tion at thofe iflands. He adds, that at Palma, one of the Canaries, he 
was well informed they had twelve fugar-houfes, called ingenios (as the 
Spaniards ftill call them), in which they made great quantities of good 
jugar. 

1527——In a treaty between King Henry and Francis I. king of 
France, the latter obliges himfelf to 
50,C00. crowns, and alfo as much falt annually as fhould amount 
15,COO crowns more, to be delivered at Brua 
all charges or exactions, on board the veflels 
ceive it. [Fadera, V. xiv, p. 218.] 

To the F i : 

cms, nay great sds ea E the, uhage of thofe 

ma or ; neso ean . 
bound The Englith ae the principal cities of both countries were 
Meee C nes mentioned are, London, York, Canterbury, 
Sol » Voventry, Winchefter, Exeter, Salifbury, Lincoln, Welles 
Hereford, Chichefter, and Chefter. ; z S 
P ee pes! need of Henry’s friend{hi 

€s of the Emperor Cha Pe ta 

È rles V. Ele was therefore extremely liber-- 


al of his promifes to Henry $ 
time making large monthly Med the ater T a is 


; ayments for ae è 

againft the emperor. payments for fupporting the war in Italy: 

_One'Simon Fi D o 

Sahe been Cae sInn, in his treatife called a fupplication: 
88 ing, reprefents the number of lepers and poor: 


to 
ge mm Saintoigne, free of, 
fent by King Henry to re- 


p againft the ambitious. 


* 


Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangottri Initiative 


pay Henry a perpetual annuity of - 


4 
4 
d 


<ih 


ae ” AED aise. 67 


to be fo much increafed, that all the alms of the realm were not fuffi- 
cient to relieve them; occafioned (fays he) by counterfeit holy beg- 
gars, who have got into their hands more than a third part of the 
realm ; the goodlieft lordfhips and manors are their’s, befides the tithes, 
oblations, mortuaries, &c. But his computations in political arithme- 
tic are extremely erroneous; for inftance, he fays, there are 52,000 
parifhes in England, and 10 houfeholds to each parifh, in all 520,000 
houfeholds: That every one of the five orders of friars received a pen- 
ny a quarter, and 20d yearly from each houfehold ; fo that thofe friars, 
though not the four-hundredth perfon of the realm, had half its 
rofits. - 
5 It was even long after this time a queftion whether the precife num- 
ber of the parifhes of England was known. 

Their number in King Edward Ps valuation (as per MS. copy in -the 
Bodleian library),.was about 8 geo, without including chapels, many of 
which have fince been ereéted into parifhes. 

According to the valuation in the king’s books in King Henry VIII's 
time, the number of parithes was confiderably above gooo. 

Yet even in our own days, it is difputable whether there be quite 
10,000 parifhes in England and Wales. If then the number of parifhes 
remains {till uncertain *, it cannot be wondered at that the number of 


* It is probable that the number of parifhes in hires; and he, except in a few inftances, expreffes 
the ycar 1527 was nearly the fame as in 1 520, no doubt of its accuracy. As it appears to have 
when an enumeration of thofe in every fhire was efcaped our author’s refearch, it may not be un- 
made by the direction of Cardinal Wolfey, which acceptable even to thofe readers who poffefs the 
is fubjoined by Camden to his deferiptions of the Britannia, to fee colleéted in one view 


CAMDEN'S ENUMERATION OF THE PARISHES IN ENGLAND AND WALES, 


FROM CARDINAL WOLSEY’S BOOK. 


Parifhes in England. 
Cornwall, - - 161 Effex, - - 415 
Devon, - - 394 Suffolk, = 575 
Dorfet, - - 248 Norfolk, about - -= 660 
Somerfet, - - 385 Cambridge, - - 163 
Wilts, x - - 304 Huntingdon, - -` 78 
Hants, SE - 253 Northampton, - - 326. i 
Berks, = 4 140 Leicefter, - - 209 
Surry, 2 = 140 Rutland, - - 48 ` 
Suffex, - - 312 (or 47, ed. 1600.) 
Kent, - + - 398 Lincoln, about - - 630 
Glocetter, - - 280 Nottingham, - - 168 
Oxford, - - 280 Derby, Be - 106 
Buckingham, - - 185 Warwick, - - 158 
Bedford, - - 116 Worcelter, - - 152 
Hertford, - r 120 Stafford, - - 130 
Middlefex, in the country, about 73 Salop, about - = 170 F: 
London and the fuburbs, - 221 Cheiter, about = - 68 


* 
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the people is 
and fome not 
without paying any atte: 
ferve, that 
7,000,000 
in his 
makes them to be 


not exactly known. 


borate comparifon between the 


A. D. 
: Barth an 
Accordingly, we find many various, 


utations j 
1 extravagant, computati 
easy ne fuch guefies, it may be fufficient to ob- 


from many various reafonings, ther 
in England at this time. — ice 
of fouls in Eng : kind, written above go years ago, 
at leaft 6,000,000, and fubjoins, ‘ Healers ea 
? ? X 
j een the 
: be clearer than the gradual increafe of mankind, to be y 


; ; PIE 
1 2 the bills of mortality fo m I 
« curious obfervations on Be ee conte in’ e 


Primitive origination of man 


1627. 
on this fubje&: But, 


e may probably be above 
Lord Chief-juftice Hale, 


He alfo makes an ela- 


i i l i yo 
(with which county he was well acquainted), 1n the a of ig, 
eee (eeybook and in his own time ; and he Ran ter pr a 
twenty times as many as they were at that time, by reafon of the va 


i f land 118 
> = 176 Durham and Northumberland, : 

3 eee - - 127 Lancafter, only > - 36 
York, ie: S, 459 Weftmoreland, - - 26 
Richmond, - - 104 Cumberland, - - 58 

ae a8 Parifhes in all England, about — _ 9i6r 

Parifbes in Wales. 

Radnor, - - 52 Montgomery, e = 4T 
Brecknock, - - 61 Merioneth, 5 z 37 
Glamorgan, - - 118 Carnarvon, : 2 68 
Carmarthen, - 5 87 Anglefey, $ 2 74 
Penbroke, - - - 145 Pee - - 57 

i - - 64 Flint Š z 

SAER 3 i Parifhes in Wales, aa BEE 

Total in-England and Wales, according to Camden,, + 9999 


From a glance of this table it is evident that 
the number of parifhes affords no juft ftandard for 
an eflimate of the population; for by fuch a 
ftandard Hertford muft have contained more: peo- 
ple than Durham and Northumberland together, 
Suffolk more than York, and the fmall paftoral 
fhire of Rutland more than Lancafter,.which even 
in Wolfey’s time had fome manufactures and com- 
merce. 

It is proper to obferve, that Camden [ Britan- 
nia, p. 117, ed. 1607] gives 9407 as the total 
number of parifhes in Wolfey’s catalogue. He at 
the fame time gives another enumeration of the 
parifhes in England and Wales, as divided into 
diocefes, amounting to 9284, taken from a cata- 

logue prefented to King James I ; and he offers 
fone conjetures to reconcile- the different num- 
ers. 


The difference between the total in this table 


and 9407, the total as given by Camden, is pers 
haps owing to fome error in the printing ; for all 
the numbers are in figures. The table is collated 
with two editions, viz. that of 1600 in: quarto, 
and that of 1607 in folio, the laft and beft; and 
the only variations are in Rutland, as above noted, 
and the total omiffion in the edition of 160a of the 
parifhes in London and its fuburbs, in Monmouth. 
and in all Wales. 

The Magna Britannia-publithed in 1720 [Vi 
$- 216] reckons 191 parifhes in Buckinchamfhire- 
Stow [Annales, p. 1112; ed. 16co] reckons 119 
parifhes in London and the fuburbs in the year 
1563. 

The enumeration of parifhes made in the year 
1371, for the purpofe of a parochial taxation, 
pete eee speebove, and the total Ds 
1600.) WL o. EStow’s Annales, P424, ca 


. 
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increafe of the’people in the towns and villages then in being, as well 

as of the great number of towns, villages, &c. now exifting, which are 

not named in that famous book. Yet though this may poflibly bé 

true of Glocefterfhire, the like proportion cannot poflibly be fuppofed 

to hold in other counties ; and it may even be well if the number of 

people at the Norman conqueft (fuppofed to be 2,000,000) be at this 

time increafed, in feven centuries, to much more than three and a-half 

times that number, or feven, or perhaps nearly to eight, millions. ~ “ 
Lord Herbert fays, that the Emperor Charles V propofed to King 

Henry a treaty for felling to him his claim to the Molucco or {pice 

iflands, perhaps merely with a view of drawing him over from the fide 

of France, fince we hear. nothing farther of it afterwards ; and we have 

elfewhere noted, that he refigned all his pretenfions to thofe ifles for 

350,000 ducats, borrowed of the crown.of Portugal, his own title to 

them not being juftly fupportable- ; 
Narvaez failed from Spain with five fhips and 400 men, forthe con= - 

queft of Florida, being the firft attempt of the Spaniards to fettle in ' 

North America. But finding no gold and much hardfhip, with the lofs i 

of fhips and men, the remainder got from the North Sea to New Spain, 

after living among the Indians nine years, and travelling 200 leagues ; 

and at length only three of them returned alive to Spain. : d 
1528.—In a prolongation of a truce for eight months between the 

Emperor, France, and England, the mutual freedom of fifhing on the 

feas was ftipulated, and alfo that the commerce between England and the 

Netherlands fhould be abfelutely free and undifturbed for this and all 

fabfequent continuations of the truce; and moreover, the freedom of 

commerce was extended to the Mediterranean fea, as well as to the feas 

furrounding the Britifh iflands. . is 
At this time, in the wars of Italy between the emperor and the king ; 

of France, the Imperialifts, commanded by Andrea Doria, took Genoa ; 

from the French ; and by an agreement with the emperor, Doria, to 

his immortal honour, reftored his native country of Genoa to that li- 

berty and form of government which it has enjoyed to the prefent time; 

inftead of imitating the Medici family at Florence, as he might eafily 

have done. . | 
A war being likely to break out between England and the emperor s 

(King Henry having at this time entered into engagements with i 

France), Lord Herbert thereupon remarks, that our merchants, who 

ufed not then the trade to the many northern and remote countries ~ 

they now frequent, forefeeing the confequence of thofe wars, refufed 

to buy the cloths that were brought to Blackwell-hall in London ; 

whereupon the clothiers, fpinners, and carders in many fhires of Eng- 

land began to mutiny; for appeafing whereof, the cardinal-minifter 
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ts to tak shofe cloths at a reafonable price 
commanded one pugni plc of Sakae that the king himfelf 
Aesth and {ell them to firangers; but the fullen merchants, 
ie nae aoe faid they had no reafon to buy commodities the 
Bey ao a Sante Therefor, whatfoever was propofed for ftaples 
PG ae or at Abbeville (the Englifh ftaple bens: lee at Ants) 
the merchants did not, or at leak would not Ba 7 fana l 7 ae 5 is 
difcontentment did equally extend to the inhabitants of the Low 


‘Countries, and efpecially to thofe of Antwerp, where the. chief mart 


was. : ; ; 
This matter, however, blew over for that time; yet this relation 


' plainly fhows that the commerce to the Netherlands was the moft im- 


portant that England then pofleffed. ; Bei, 

1 529:—Cortes, the viceroy of Mexico, having fent Saavedra with three 
{hips from New Spain, to find a paflage that way to the Molucco or Spice 
ifles, one of them got fafe thither, and returned the fame way back to 
Panama this year with the fpices of thofe iflands. This voyage paved 


the way to the conqueft of the Philippine ifles in the Eaft-Indian feas 


by the Spaniards, who ftill poffefs them. 

1530.—It may not be here improper to take notice of an a& [21 Hen. 
VIII, c. 12.] for the regulation of rope-making in the town of Bridport 
(therein named Burport) in Dorfetfhire, It fets forth, ‘ That whereas 
* the people of that town have, out of time that no man’s mind is to 
the contrary, ufed to make the moft part of all the great cables, hawf- 
ers, ropes, and all other tackling, as well for your royal fhips and 
navy,as for the moft part of all other fhips within this realm, by reafon 
whereof your faid town was right well maintained,’ &c.—Then comes 
the grievance, viz. ‘ That the people of the adjacent parts to this town 


* have fet up rope-making,and make flight goods, whereby the pricesof the 
* faid cables, &c. are greatly enhanced ¥ ; and your faid town or borough, 
* by means whereof, is like utterly to be decayed t.” For remedy where- 
of, it was enaéted, that all hemp growing within five miles of Bridport 
fhould be fold no where but in that town; and no perfons but fuch as 
ean ae s ose fhould make out of the faid town any cables, 
, &c. made of hem ithi i 

‘tance of five miles from area a ee vitbin the die 


é 
(3 
x 


c 


” A mot glaring falfehood. Nothing ; 
larit t is cl è i 
than that the multitude of workmen ERa see Nt co eee z mooi au dome ae 
petition for cheapnefs, as well as goodnefs of 4 aaae ae pein 


the commodit t , Principles of trade were known or attended to b 
purchafers, eee lee the advantage of the’ the legiflature in thofe times. = 7 


allegations i nN 
monopoly frequently pe gations in favour of t This was probably very true; and it was the 


in old a&s of parlia- AGS 
ment, procured by the pewtercrs, haaa fole ground of the application to parliament. 
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The law is but too evident a confirmation of what we have elfewhere 
remarked, that the preambles to many acts of parliament, and alfo very 
often the reafons affigned for particular claufes, are by no means to be 
relied on, in point of juft and true reafoning. 

In this fame year, the city of London obtained a decree of the ftar- 
chamber, wherein it is reprefented, ‘ ID) That the realm is over-run with 
‘ foreign manufactures. IT) That foreigners export bacon, cheefe, pow- 
‘ dered beef, mutton, &c. whereby great portions of corn, vidtual, &c. 
“ grown and bred within the realm, are confumed.’ Thefe are fuch 
grievous accufations as would generally be deemed bleflings in our days, 
‘ Thus,’ fays a reverend and learned modern writer (Dr. Tucker), to 
whom we are indebted for this decree, * did the monopolizing focieties, 
‘ in thofe infant days of commerce, impofe on the legiflature, not then 

judges of commerce. ‘And by fuch means, foreigners being greatly 
difcouraged, withdrew from us, and with them many of our own ma- 
nufatures ; infomuch that our woollen manufactures very much de- 
clined, and foreign cloth was fold cheaper than our own, by means of 
' thofe monopolizing laws ; the nation grew thinner of people, and pro- 
vifions not felling fo well, the gentlemen turned much land into {heep— 
walks, for fupplying the Netherlands with wool.’ P 
Tn an act of parliament of this fame year [c. 13.] intitled, ‘ Spiritual 
+ perfons abridged from having pluralities of livings, and from taking 
of ferms, &c.” there is the following claufe : ‘ And be it enacted, that 
if any perfon, having one benefice with cure of foul, being of the 
yearly value of eight pounds or above; accept and take any other, with. 
cure of foul,—that then, and immediately after fuch poffeffion had: 
thereof, the firft benefice thall be judged in the law to be void. And. 
it fhall be lawful to every patron, having the advowfon thereof, to: 
prefent another ; and the prefentee to have the benefit of the fame,. 
in fuch manner and form.as though. the ‘incumbent had died or re_- 
figned.’ 3 
In this year, Dionyfius Harris, of London,. merchant, was appointed: 
by King Henry. VIII to be conful of the Englith merchants at Candia: 
during life. He was the firft Englifhman who was appointed. conful in 
thofe remote parts, where the Englifh commerce being but {mall as yet,. 
our own merchants might not be well enough acquainted with the cuf-- 
toms, language, &c. for that office.. The year following, the king ap-- 
pointed a foreigner to be conful at Scio, or Chios, and parts adjacent in: 
the Archipelago, during the King’s pleafure only; whereas till now, all. 
foreign confuls-had been conftituted fuch during life.. [Fadera, V. xiv,. 
Bp: 389, 424.) 
os E this time, according to Paulo Paruta’s hiftory of. Venice, . 
LL. vii, part 1.] that the Turkith fultan, Solyman I, is faid to have been: 
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frk inftructed, by his famous admiral B 


the Turkifh emperor 
the increafe of their p 
fea-commander’s a 
flaves, inftead of raw 
Barbarofla greatly mcrea 
from that time became muc 
fore ; as the Venetians, and alfo 
rienced, by the lofs of moft of their 


ower by | 


nage ; SER 
D his time, according to Hakluyt, 
h ; Guinea, and traded there for elephants 


Plymouth made a voyage to 


teeth, &c. and thence failed to Brafil, where hé alfo traded. 


s having till now 4] : c 
> Jand armies only. It was by this famous 


dvice that the Turks firt manned their galleys with 
; xperienced men. : : 
done fe. a ftrength of the Turkith navy, which 

h more terrible to Chriftendom than be- 
the Genoefe, foon and fadly expe- 
iflands and ports in the Levant feas. 


1530. i 
arbarofla, to manage a navy ; 
applied themfelves principally to 


By fuch regulations did 


Captain William Hawkins of 


In thofe 


days the Europeans had not confined the commerce of their American 


colonies fo entirely to themfelves as t 


nations thither. 
1532 *. 


o exclude the approach of all other 
Captain Hawkins traded to Brafil again in the year 


1531.—Several hiftorians tell us, that in the year 1531, a terrible 
earthquake happened at the city of Lifbon, which lafted eight days, and 
overthrew 1500 houfes and many churches. 

The fame year the new canal from Brufiels to Antwerp was begun, 


but not completed till the year 1560. 

The citizens of Antwerp, being now in great profperity, the fruits of 
an immenfe commerce, built their famous bourfe, or exchange}, the 
nobleft of that age in Europe, for the daily refort of merchants of all 
nations. Upon the front of that edifice, according to Louis Guicciardin, 
in his hiftory of the Netherlands, there was placed the following in- 
{eription : a ae 

SEON 


In Ufum Negotiatorum cujufcunque Nationis ac Lingua, Urbifque adeo fue Or- 


namentum, Anno MDXXX1I, 


* Hawkins’s fhip was remarked as exceedingly 
large, being of 250 tons burthen. Hakluys?s voy- 
ages, V. iii, p. jco. M. 

+ Guicciardin gives the following account of 
the origin of the name of bourfe, given to fuch 
edifices in fundry cities of Europe. = 

$ There was, it feems, before this time a commo- 
diouf y fituated fquare in the middle of the city of 
Bruges, in which ftood a large antient buiding 
which had been erected by the noble family of ia 
Pourfe (which fignifies pnrfe in French and Blea 
ith), whofe coat-of-arms on its walls was three 
purfes. The merchants of Bruges made this old 
houfe the place of their daily affen.biies ; and 
when afterward they went to the fairs of Antwer 
end Mons, they called the places they found hae 
for the merchants aflembling by the fame name of 


Se a 7 a: 
la boufe; whereby at length that name-alone ob- 
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tained. The French merchants alfo carried the 
name to the fame kind of places at Rouen, and 
even as far as Tholoufe: Yet, fays he, Queen 
Elizabeth of England (in whofe reign he wrote), - 
upon viewing the newly-ereéled magnificent bourle 
of London, would have it called the royal ex- 
change, though foreigners there {till call it the 
bourfe-royale. He tells us alfo, that in Antwerp 
there is a handfome edifice, called the Englifh 
bourfe, built in the year 1550, for the accommo- 
dation of Englifh merchants and another noble 
bourfe or flructure for the German merchants of 
the Hanfe. 

` $ In Englith; The ferate and people of Ant- 
werp erected this ftru@ure for the accommodation 
of merchants of all nations and languages, and for 
an ornament to their city, anno 1531. : 
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Lord Herbert relates, that King Henry VIII, being informed that Ita- 
lian and other foreign merchants brought commodities into England, 
which they fold well, and then returned the money home by exchange, 
to the exhaufting of the wealth of his realm, and diminution of his cuf- 
toms, now iffued a proclamation, (purfuant to a ftatute of King Richard 
II) that the money they received here for their wares fhould not be 

‘exchanged to other countries, but laid out in the commodities of his 
realm, which, as long as it was obferved, proved a great benefit to both 
king and fubje&. This might poflibly be true in thofe days, and is one 
proof of the fmalinefs of commerce, compared to what it is in our 
time, when fuch unreafonable reftraints would create infinite diforders, 
if not a total flagnation of trade. It alfo fhows how little that king’s 
advifers underftood the true nature “of commerce and the interet of 
the kingdom. 

Beggars, and the other neceffitous poor of England, had as yet no 
other relief than an a& of parliament [22 Hen. VII, c. 12.] whereby the 
juftices of every county were empowered to grant licences to poor, 
aged, and impotent perfons, to beg within a certain preciné ; and fuch 
as fhould beg beyond their preciné, were either to be whipped, or fet 
in the ftocks three days and three nights, and fed on bread and water. 
Begging vagabonds were alfo to be whipped. 

Charles V publifhed an edié in his Netherland provinces much to 
the fame effect; wherein he juftly remarks, that the trade of begging 

_fixes people in idlenefs, and leads them into bad courfes of life : none 
therefor, except mendicant friars and pilgrims, and people reduced by 
calamities, are allowed to beg, under pain of imprifonment, whipping, 
&c. The poor refiding in the provinces one whole year, were to re- 
main where they were fettled, and fhare in the alms ordered for them 
and a common purfe was to be eftablithed at all poor-houfes, hofpitals, 
brotherhoods, &c. where alms were ufually given, poor-boxes in churches; 
and once or twice in everyweek magiftrates were to colle@ alms in 
churches and at private houfes for the poor. Idle and roguifh livers were 
to be compelled to work. Poor women in childbed, and alfo orphans. 
and foundlings, to be taken care of, and the latter put to {chools, and 
taught on Sundays and holidays the pater nofter, creed, and ten com- 
mandments, and put to trades and fervices. But fince thofe times, the 
Dutch have fo greatly improved in their provifions for the helplefs poor,. 
and methods of compelling the idle to labour, that they have become a 
pattern for all other nations. 

1532.— James V, king of Scotland, inftituted a new college of juttice,. 
commonly called the lords. of council and feffion, formed upon the 
model of the parliament of Paris. It confifted, and ftill confifts, of a: 
i prefident, and fourteen. other lords, commonlv called the fifteen: 

LoL. II. K G aa 
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Jords of feffion, but more properly the fenators of the college of 


2 ft; 3 3 5 : 
ee Henry having entered into a oes aa. enero 
ices ainft the Emperor, the mar itume orce of each pa Ý ie 
EERS ze ea {quadron of fhips, (mot mentioning their num- 
Oe ere) avis 1500 foldiers in it, with artillery, &c. ; 
ronnage, rce), 5 ; w A 
E {quadron, when demanded by. either paniy, ae Sepa of 

Ufhant and the Downs for fix months in the year, Se ane 
both coats of England and France from the attempts of the £ P a 
Jf the emperor fhould at any time feize on the Englith me nants i 
their effects in the Netherlands, Francis obliged himfelf to feize ae 
effects of the Netherlanders in France for fatisfaction. On the pines l a 
Henry ftipulated to do the like in England in behalf of the French 
merchants, in cafe their effe@s fhould be feized in the Netherlands. 

In an att [23. Hen. VIII, c. 8.] for mending the havens of Plymouth, 
Dartmouth, and Teingmouth in Devonthire, and of Falmouth and F owey 
in Cornwall, it is aflerted that thofe ports were in former times 
efteemed the principal and moft commodious havens of England, until 
they were choked up by the gravel, fand, rubble, &c. of certain works 

of tin im thofe counties, called ftream works; and that fhips of 800 
rons burden hive formerly come eafily into them at low water, where- 
by a great multitude of thips, as well foreign as Englifh, have been pre- 
ferved and faved ; whereas now a fhip of 100 tons could fcarcely enter 
them at half flood. 

1533.—Beef, pork, mutton, and veal, were directed by act of parliament 
[24 Hen: VII, c. 3.) to be fold by weight ; no perfon to take above one 

-halfpenny a pound for beef or pork, nor above three farthings for mut- 
ton and veal. ~The number of butchers then in London and its fub- 
urbs was reckoned to be one hundred and twenty, each of whom kill- 
ed nine oxen weekly, which, in forty-fix weeks, (none being then killed 
in Lent) amounts to 33,120 oxen yearly. [Stov’s Survey of London, 
$- 356, ed. 1618.] Lord Herbert obferves that this law was afterward 
juftly repealed, in confideration that unfeafonable years did not permit 
any certain rule for the prices of flefh meat, which were afterwards fix- 
ed occafionally by a committee of the privy-council. 

By another ftatute [c. 11.} the ftreet-way between Charing-crofs and 
eo N 
ed at the charge of LERE rs of al aA D E i RA 
the Strand was not as yet built into a ae iS adjoming. This fhows that 

ontinued ftreet. 

Another ftatute of this year [¢. 4.] direGed, that for e 
of land fit for tillage, one rood fhould be foam with flax 
feed. And by the 5th of Queen Elizabeth 


very fixty acres 
-feed or hemp- 
, [¢. 5.] that queen had power, 
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by her proclamation, to revive this law in fuch counties as fhe fhould 
judge proper, ‘ for the better provifion of nets for help and furtherance 


< of fifhing, and for efchewing of idlenefs ;’ but no mention of a linen 


manufaCture is therein made. i 

The tree, or fhrub, bearing currants, or grapes of Corinth, is by fome 
authors faid to have been brought from the ifland of Zant, and planted 
in England about this time. This delicious fruit or grape has long ago 
become fo plentiful every where throughout Britain and Ireland, that it 
would be difficult to convince fome people that currants were not ori- 
ginal natives here ; which is alfo the cafe of many other fruits, plants, 
roots, and flowers. Dr. Heylin,in his Cofmography, obferves, that the 
people of Zant were very poor when the Englifh began to purchafe 
their currants, and wondered to what end they annually brought away 
fuch quantities, afking them, whether they ufed their currants to dye 
cloths, or to fatten their hogs? He adds, ‘ that our trade thither has 
* enriched thofe iflanders.’ 

The Lubeckers, who had been ferviceable to Guftavus Erickfon king 
of Sweden, demanded of him the fole right of trading on his northern 
fea-coafts ; but this being judged unreafonable, they thereupon demand- 
ed immediate payment of what he owed them ; and alfo joining with 
the refugees of the expelled King Chriftiern’s party, they propofed to 
themfelves (fays Puffendorf) no lefs than the conqueft of the northern 
kingdoms. 
~ Concerning this King Guftavus I, Voltaire obferves, ‘ that he was 
the firt of the Swedifh kings who made foreign nations fenfible of 
the weight which Sweden might have in the affairs of Europe, at a 
time when European policy was putting on a new face, and when firft 
the notion was ftarted of a balance of power. Sweden’ (continues: 
this author) ‘ had-as yet no regular commerce nor manufa@ures; and 
“ the ufeful inventions were unknown there. It was this King Guftavus 
who firft drew the Swedes out of obfcurity, and likewile ftimulated 
“ the Danes by his example.’ 

1534.—Jacques Cartier failed from France with one fhip, to fearch 
for a north-weft paflage to the Eaft-Indies : but after failing up the bay 
of St. Laurence as far as the ifle of Affumption, he returned home in 
the fame year. The next year he failed up the great river of St. Lau- 
rence, (or Canada) with three {fhips, as far as Montreal, 200 leagues from 
its entrance, and wintered there among the natives; fome of whom, 
with their king, he invited onboard his fhip, on pretence of an enter- 
tainment, and carried them home to St. Maloes (where their king died 
four years after), in hope thereby to gain a perfect knowl dge of their 
country, and of the hoped-for paflage to India: But the natives were: 


¢ 


(3 


c 


fo enraged at his treachery, that they could not, in many years after, be: 


Ka 
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A ade thither. On Cartier’s return, in 
i brought to permit the aes L nr a aie ea ale eee 
the year 1536. he fonn g es early the French fell into that fifhery. 
Newfoundland, which ee pores pai gahe esa Gachenen 
Cartier ude R and called the country la Nouvelle France: 
with me ae ere has preferved his name to this day *. i 
J Ie Hen. VIH, c. 8}, the {treet between 
By an act of parliament [25 a Be weft end thereof, was di- 
Holbourn-bridge and Holbourn-bars at the we eee iE 
“eter be paved with floue (z. e. we may fuppofe from St. W's 
See ini the other part down to the bridge being already pav- 
ae The ftreets of Southwark were hereby alfo directed to be paved ; 
and every perfon was ordered ‘to maintain the meee before his own 
sround, or forfeit to the king fixpence for every yard fquare. 3 : 
> An act-of parliament [25 Hen. VIII, c- 13-] reprefents the ree r 
engroffing farms, and diverting land from tillage to the eppes of va 
numbers of fheep, as an evil lately fprung up; ‘ whereby t xay: we 
< only pulled down churches and towns f, and enhanced the o sees o 
« rents, or elfe brought them to {uch exceflive fines, that no poor man 
< is able to meddle with them ; but alfo have enhanced the prices of all 
¢ manner of corn, cattle, wool, pigs, geefe, hens, chickens, eggs, &c. 3 
« by reafon whereof a marvellous multitude of people be not able to 
‘ provide meat, clothes, &c. for themfelves and families. One of the 
t greateft occafions why thofe greedy and covetous people do keep fuch 
t great quantities of lands in their hands, from the occupying of the 
< poor hufbandman, and do ufe it in pafture and not in tillage, is only 
Beet ae iereat profit that cometh of fheep, now got into few perfons hands, 
‘ in refpect of the whole number of the king’s fubjedts, that fome have 
ee € 24,000, fome 20,000, fome 10,000 to 5000 fheep; whereby a good 
* fheep, that ufed to be fold for 2/4, or 3/ at moft, is now fold for 6/, 
‘or sf, or 4f at leaft; and a ftone óf wool, which ufed to be fold for 
« 1/6, or 1/8, is now fold for 4/, or 3/4 at leaft, &c. which things 
£ tend to the decay of hofpitality, the diminifhing of the people, and to 
« the let of cloth-making, whereby many poor people have been accuf- 
* tomed to be fet on work. For remedy, it was in fubftance, enacted, 
: ST) That none fall keep above 2400 fheep (exclufive of lambs}, at 
any one time, unlefs it be on his own land of inheritance ; in which 
cate he is not hereby limited, nor are {piritual perfons. 


‘ T) No man fall hold above two farms ; in tk AL f 
* which he fhall be obliged to refide.’ ee 


t 


* Scbaftian Muntter, in his Ge hia veti i i 
` nova, ( Bafiliæ 1540) ji placed E N Bae of me iland an called: Cape Becton in iene 
sifca where Canada is fituated ; and'C. Britonum e ee Obie, 


+ Quere, how could that'be ? 
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The increafe of the woollen manufacture increafing the demand for 
wool, gave rife to this practice of engrofling farms, and turning them 
into fheep-walks, which undoubtedly can be managed by fewer hands 


than tillage farms can be, whereby depopulation neceflarily muft enfue. ~ 


We have feen the monopolizing law in favour of the town of Brid- 
port, for engrofling the manufacture of ropes, exclufive of the villages 
or open country. We have now fuch another, upon a petition to par- 
liament from the city of Worcefter, and the towns of Evefham, Droit- 
wich, Kidderminfter, and Bromfgrove, reprefenting, that the faid city 
and towns were in times paft well and fubftantially inhabited, and em- 
ployed in the manufacture of woollen cloths, until within a few years 
paft, that divers perfons, dwelling in the hamlets, thorps, and villages of 
the faid fhire, have not only engrofled and taken into their hands fun- 
dry farms, and become graziers and hufbandmen, but alfo make all 
manner of cloths, and exercife weaving, fulling, and hearing, within 
their own houfes, to the great depopulation of the faid city and towns : 
For remedy, it was hereupon enatted, ‘ that no perfon within Worcef- 
‘ terfhire fhall make any cloth but the proper inhabitants of the faid city 
‘ and towns, excepting perfons who make cloths folely for their own 
‘ and family’s wearing.’ [25 Henry VIII, c. 18.] 

Thus did the legiflature miftake the true intereft of the public. It 
is the cheapnefs of the manufacture which enables the merchant to ex- 
port it, and to underfell foreign competitors; and confining it thus to 
towns was the way to make it come dearer to the merchant than it 
would have done, had it been in the open country, where every necef- 
fary comes cheaper than in ‘towns; which point thofe Worcefter mono- 
‘polifts well underftood, and that therefore they could not hold the ma- 
nufadture long, without a reftricting law to bring it back folely to them- 
felves. Formerly, the counties .of Surry, Berks, &c. nearer to London, 
enjoyed a confiderable woollen manufacture ; but their nearnefs to Lon- 
don occafioning all, or moft neceflaries to become dearer than in more 
remote parts, the weftern and northern counties have beaten them out 
of that manufaéture. And as the northern counties have neceflaries 
confiderably‘cheaper than the weftern ones, it is probable they will in 
time gain confiderable ground on the latter in this refpect. 

Marvellous was the progrefs made by the Portuguefe at this time in 
India. We find Da-Cunha in this year had built the fort of Diu, had 
fent a fleet 100 leagues up the river Indus, and had invaded the king- 
dom of Cambaya with his land-army *. 

According to Hakluyt, [X ii, p. 96.] from about the year 1511 to 
the year 1534, divers tall fhips of London, Southampton, and Briltol, 


* Their exploits in India may be found in Stephens’s Portuguefe Afia; 3 volumes Svo, 1695. 
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h fual trade to Sicily, Candia, and Chio, and omane to ip 
ad an unuiuat a d Barutti, in Syria. Cheir exports were woollen 
prus, and to saan ie nd their imports were filks, camblets, rhubarb, 
cloths, calf a e aiei wines; oils, cotton-wool, Turkey carpets, 
eae raf Ne The Englifh merchants likewife employed fun- 
ae a a ranean trade, as Candiots, Ragufans, Sicilians, Geno- 
ry foreign ih at trade, a a a eps 
a Venetian ET and Spanifh and ee oe In thofe days 
they generally employed a whole year in tuch wee > oe 
1535.— The next year, a fhip of 300 tons, tr : urine 
the fame Levant voyage, with 100 perfons 1n her, m as ae 
months ; and the Englith merchants fettled factors in tho 2 = ce 
thefe particulars the indefatigable Hakluyt picked out of t > a = 
merchants books of thofe times; and he traced thofe voyages y n ev : } 
to the year 1552, though not fo frequent in the latter Ka o ye 
former. The journals of thofe old voyages fhow that they were then 
thought exceedingly difficult and dangerous. me 
We muft not forget the great generofity of a very famous and rich 
merchant at Augfburg, named Fugger, who had alfo an houfe and great 
dealings at Antwerp. For defraying the expenfe of an expedition to 
Tunis, the emperor had run deep in debt to Fugger, who having invit- 
ed him to an entertainment at his houfe, in order to teftify his refpect 
for that prince, made a fire in his hall with cinnamon, and threw all the 


_ emperor’s bonds into that coftly fire, now made much more fo by that 


great act of generofity. 

It was in this year, according to Lord Herbert, that great ordnance 
“of brafs, as cannon and culverins, were firft made in England, they 
having before been had from foreign parts *. 

We may have already obferved, that fince the acceffion of King 
Henry Viil, there was not only a great increafe of the woollen manu- 
facture of England, but likewife of its foreign commerce, and alfo fun- 
dry other marks of increafing riches. Neverthelefs, any one entirely 

unacquainted with the then circumftances of England would be led to 
imagine quite the contrary, from the preambles of certain aéts of par- 


liament of the 26th and 27th years of that king’s reign, where it is faid 
that great numbers of houfes have of a long time lain in ruins in the 


wenty-fix years before ; alfo 


in Lynn-Bifhop in Norfolk, and in Nottingham, Shrewfbury, Ludlow,. 

* i 

oui East. pms, bad Men according to ety CDe reb, ggl: Seot pe 338, al 
g before now e know 5 i o EPRA Ma 

for certain, that great S a Winch 1675], who fays, that in his time very many can- 


as : t non with that infcripti n EAR t- 
iron, had been made in the caftle of Edinburgh land: i Ae ea, be teen in Bee 


: ` 3 d g Seven ca ade +hwick, called 
bra e ai Borthwick, who the Jeven Jifters ee pees Tpi 
aS Scottie, p. 174, ed. 1778. — Sron’ mi TY 


*Muchina fum Scoto Bortkyik fabricata Rokerto,? 
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Glocefter, Bridgnorth, Queenborough, and Northampton; many of 
which-ruins, filled with naftinefs, are in the principal ftreets of thofe 
towns, where in times paft have been beautiful dwelling-houfes, well 
inhabited: And therefor the owners are thereby direéted .to rebuild 
them in a fixed time, or elfe the property to go to the lord of the ma- 
nor, or to the community of thofe refpective towns. No certain judg- 
ment can, however, be formed refpecting the general ftate of a country 


from the decline of fome of the towns in its commerce, which is ever ' 


fhifting and varying; and there are, even in our days, when commerce 
and wealth are fo greatly increafed fince thofe times, particular towns 
that are in a declining ftate, from certain local circumftances. Proba- 
bly the manufactures of thofe towns above mentioned, by {preading in- 
to the adjacent villages, and perhaps into other countries, might occa- 
fion their decline. Poffibly alfo the fkirts or faburbs of fome of thofe 
places might be fo overbuilt (as is perhaps partly the cafe in London 
itfelf) as to make the centres of them be neglected, more efpecially if 
thofe fuburbs were exempted from the heavy freedom-fines of the cor- 
porations ; which laft confideration I conceive to have been one main 
caufe of the decay of fuch towns. 

In this year the firft commercial treaty between any Chriftian mo- 
narch in Europe and the Ottoman Porte was concluded by Francis I 
king of France and Solyman IJ, furnamed the magnificent, the Turkifh 
emperor or fultan, whereby many commercial privileges in Turkey were 
obtained for the French, who were allowed to have a conful of their 
own nation in the feveral ports of Turkey both for civil and criminal 
affairs, together with the private exercife of their own religion. Thefe 
privileges France alone of all Chriftian nations enjoyed for fome time, 
no others being allowed to refort to Turkey unlefs they went under the 
protection of the French flag. 

The Venetians next obtained a like commercial treaty with the Turks, 
in the year 1580; and next to them, the Englifh obtained the like, with- 
out the interpofition of any other nation, in the year 16c4. The Hol- 
landers, next to the Englifh, concluded a commercial treaty with the 
Turks. Laft of all, Genoa (though not till the year 1665) obtained a 
like commercial treaty with the Ottoman Porte, as will be fhown in the 
next century. 

In this fame year Mendoza was fent from Spain with 2200 foldiers 
to the river De la Plata in Paraguay, on the fouth fide of which he 
founded the town of Buenos-Ayres, which, though foon again abandon- 
ed during his abfence, was again refounded ; as alfo fome other towns 
and colonies in Paraguay. i 

1536.—Until this year Portugal enjoyed without a rival the fole trade 
of all the vaft weftern coafts of Africa, whereby confiderable riches had 
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“been brought to 


gò À. D. 1530. 
Lifbon, even before they had made their difcoveries in 
either the Eaft or Y Seria Englifh now began to trade to the 
iea He “OF whom it is faid, were fo fuccefsful as to bring 
eo toe isos sae pound weight of gold duft, befide ele- 
eir ge é ) ; 
phan eet, &c. pe the Englifh erected no forts on that coaft till 
ng after this time ~“. 3 ; 
othe Fenty having fupprefied the hofpital or pest a 5 me 
«James in the fylde, near W eftminfter, declared that és 7 F a eo 
hofpital of Seynt James in the fylde he had now inc o as nere 
made a park and manor for himfelf. [Federa, V. xiv, p 3] nat ee 
fent they are the royal palace and park of St. James’s, in te liberty o 
tmintter. $ 
Mera which had long before been abfolutely fubject to the crown 
of England, was now, by a judicious act of parliament, oun united 
and incorporated with England, its people being declared Englifh fub- 
jets to all intents whatever, and fubjeét to the laws or En gland only ; 
all their own peculiar tenures, defcents, cuftoms, and ufages contrary 
thereunto being abolifhed. The whole principality was now divided 
into twelve fhires, as at prefent, befide Monmouthfhire and the town of 
Waverfordweft, which was before a county of itfelf. [27 Hen. VIII, c. 
26.J—And by the a& [34, 35 Hen. VII, c. 26.] it is declared that eight 
have been fhires formerly, and the four newly made are Radnor, Breck- 
nock, Montgomery, and Denbigh. In this copious a&i many regulations 
were made to reduce Wales entirely to the laws and cuftoms of Eng- 
land ; and divers lordfhips and manors in the marches of Wales were 
annexed to the counties of Salop, Hereford, and Glocefter. The juftice 
-of Chefter had annexed to his office the fhires of Denbigh, Flint, and 
Montgomery, and yet (fays the aG) he fhall have nothing but his old 
fee of Lioo yearly. And three other juftices were appointed, each hav- 
ing three counties under his circuit ; and each of thefe t 
Ls50 yearly falary. 
_ By thefe wife regulations, not onl 
either fide have been gradually 


ER brought to a more induftrious courfe of living, by applying them- 
felves to manufactures and a better cultivation of their lands, infomuch 
that in our times that country wears quite another and more beautiful 
alpedt pa when this incorporating union was made. And we hear no 
pis a i rapine, murders, &c. before fo frequent on the borders be- 

n England and Wales; but, to the mutual felicity of both coun- 


tries, a regular i 
Be Hes peu ee has long fince been eftablifhed between them, 
rt as between one county of England and another 


Guinea before thi ti an Engli a Š 15 alread 
s time by S i i i 
í E glifhman, c ptain Hawkins, ‘ 


hree juftices had 


y all former national prejudices on 


* At leaft one voyage to 
noted, from Hakluyt, in the 
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removed, but the people of Wales have ` 
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In the latter end of the year 1535 and the beginning of 1536, the 
king fuppreffed all the leffer monafteries (i. e. fuch as had eftates not 
exceeding Lz0oo per annum.) ‘Bifhop Burnet, in his Hiftory of the 


reformation, obferves, that the full report of the vifitation of thofe. 


houfes previous to their fuppreffion is loft; yet he faw an extract of a 
part of it, concerning 144 houfes, which contained abominations in it 
equal to any that were in Sodom! In fome they found tools for coin- 
ing ; and briefly, in almoft all of them, the greateft lewdnefs and wick- 
ednefs. Lord Herbert [p. 441.] fays, that the yearly amount of all thefe 
leffer monafteries was L32,000, but that the king fold them’ at fuch 
eafy rates, to enable the purchafers to keep up the hofpitality which 
the monks had done when they pofleffed them, adding thereto a penal- 
ty of L6:13:4 per month on the farmers and pofleflors of the monaf- 
teries and lands belonging to them, on failure of keeping up hofpital- 
ity and hufbandry therein. But the penalty being not ordinarily re- 
quired, due hofpitality was for the moft part neglected ; for the forfeit- 
ures being great, were, at the fupplication of the parliament [21 Fac. I. 
c. 28.] wholly abolifhed at length by the indulgence of the king. 
Somewhat furely ought to have been done in time to prevent the poor 
from becoming fo heavy a weight on the landed and trading interefts, 
as it was eafy to forefee they would be on the fuppreffion of thofe mo- 
nafteries, whofe kitchens were ever open to the poor of their neigh- 
-bourhood. à 

Had the purchafers of thofe church lands in every parifh been obli- 
-ged by their tenures to fupport the poor thereof, or at leaft to contri- 
bute thereto in a much greater and fixed proportion than others, it 
would have been extremely reafonable, as they purchafed them at very 
low prices. This would have been more conducive to the benefit of a 
free and trading people than Lord Herbert’s {cheme of annexing them 
all to the crown for ever, for enabling the king to keep up a good army 
and navy, wjthout being obliged to have recourfe to the people’s purfes 
from time to time: A dangerous fcheme for a free people ! 

King Henry gave encouragement to certain merchants to fend out 
two fhips on difcovery to the north coafts of America, where they vifit- 
ed Cape Breton and Newfoundland; and being in great diftrefs for want 
of provifions there, they returned home in Oétcber the fame year, And 
-although this voyage proved unfavourable to their main intent of find- 
ing a north-weft paflage to India, yet it gave rife to the very beneficial 
filhery of the Englith on the banks of Newfoundland, on which barren 
ifland Mr. Hoar, a merchant of London, attempted a fettlement at this 
time, though he met with much misfortune in that unfuccefsful at- 

tempt. 
An aĝ of parliament was paffed, to enable the governors and ma- 
giftrates of counties, towns, and parifhes, to find and keep every aged, 
Vor. H. L 
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; haye dwelt three years in any 
poor, and impotent pe baanhe Lara Bae N fine 
anv ed ee icin EEn fo as none of them fhould be obli- 
be thought meet by dan compell fturdy vagabonds to work. Alfo.that 
oe i Te years 5 age and above five, who lived in idle-. 
a na were found begging, fhould be put to once meee gee 
allowed to make any open or common dole, or give aniamoneyem = 
but to the common boxes and common gatherings in every pari h.. 

< VIII, c. 25.F ; 

Ane oni firit te made in England that feemed to make any pro- 
vifion for aged poor, yet being merely voluntary, it will appear from 
fucceeding ones that it did not prove by any means bfaaval: Thofe 
open doles were made by perfons of wealth, and ofa charitable difpofi-. 
tion, at the gates of their houfes"on certain fixed times, whither the 
poor of the neighbourhood came, at a known hour, to have money or 
provifions dealt out 10 them. The fame practice is ftill retained in many 
parts of Scotland. pets i 

1537-—An Englifh act of parliament having direGted of what length 
and breadth the linen cloths called lockrams and dowlas, made in and: 
imported from Britany, fhould be, (a thing indeed: fomewhat extraordi- 
nary, to dire&t another nation concerning their own manufactures !) the 
French refufed to be regulated by it; and as thofe linens were ufually 
paid for in Englifh woollen cloths exported to Britany, whereby great 
numbers of weavers, tuckers, fpinners, dyers, wool-pickers, &c. were 
conftantly employed, and all thofe trades were now at a ftand, that ex-- 
traordinary ftatute was this year repealed. [2845 Hen. VIII, c. 4.] 


About this time (according to Camden in his Britannia *) the wool- - 


len manufacture was introduced at Halifax in Yorkfhire. He fays, that 
befides the largenefs of its parih, which contained eleven. chapels and 
about 12,009 people, nothing is fo admirable in this town as the induf- 
try of the inhabitants, who, notwithftanding an unproftably-barren 
foil, have fo flourifhed by the cloth. trade that they are become very 
rich, and have gained a reputation for this above their neighbours; 
and this confirms the truth of the obfervation, that a.barren country is 
a great whet to the induftry of its natives ; whereby alone we find Nu- 


renberg in G ee ; ! ; 

n : 1 EA enice and Genoa in Italy, and Limoges in France, 

ae or their fituation on a barren foil, have long been flourifhing ci- 
1538. — : 

ae ae ene Magnificent, the Turkifh emperor, feeling the 

paths a je s fuflained by being deprived of fupplying Europe 
* Camden f rchandize from the port of Alexandria, 

amden fays feventy ye ae 3 > 
ber ftands the fame, ia eee ain Toe before 1607, the date of the Jaf edition,- 


fo that, as Mr. Anderfon has reckoned feventy of the clothing trade a Balis "M. pea 


ther Indian me 
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made an attempt to drive the Portuguefe out of India. He for that end 
{fent his admiral, Solyman Bafla, with eighty fhips and galleys, from the 
Red Sea, to befiege the {trong fort of Diu, near the mouth of the Indus. 
The Turks, however, were repulfed with firmnefs, after ufing all kinds 
of means to matter it. 
After the diffolution of monafteries, the clergymen throughout Eng- 
land were enjoined by an order from Thomas Cromwell earl of Effex, 
vicar-general of King Henry VIII, to keep a regifter of all weddings, 
chriftenings, and burials in their parifhes. This laudable cuftom has 
been continued (though it is to be feared not fo carefully as it fhould 


- be) ever fince. It is a practice which on many important occafions may 


be of great ufe to princes and ftatefmen, both for political and mercan- 
tile confiderations ; and, as Bifhop Nicolfon obferves, fuch regifters are 
fome of our beft helps for the prefervation of hiftory; and their ufe 
(fays he) might be more extenfive, if care were taken to regifter alfo 
many other remarkable occurrences relating to the public concerns of 
the feveral parifhes; and therefore perfons of all perfuafions or opinions 
ought, under a penalty, to be obliged to regifter the fame in the veftry- 
books of every parifh. Such regifters are alfo of great ufe and autho- 
rity in law difputes and trials, for proving the age of perfons, the titles 
to eftates, &c. 

Ferdinando Soto, having a grant from the Emperor Charles V of the 
country of Florida, went thither with nine fhips and 600 men at his 
own expenfe, and travelled many hundred leagues over that country, 
meeting with many great misfortunes; and after fundry battles with the 
natives, returned home with the remaining half. of his people in the 
year 1543. ° "tthe 
`- 1539-—In the year 1538 was begun, and in 1539 was completed, the 
diflolution of all the remaining abbeys, called the greater ones; and 
foon after thofe in Ireland {hared the fame fate. 

Lord Herbert computes the total yearly value of them all (both great- 
er and lefler ones) to be L161,000; but this is far from being an exa@ 
account of their annual value ; for the abbots and priors, forefeeing the 
impending defolation, had raifed the fines for leafes very high, which 
brought the rents in confequence very low, that they might thereby 
have wherewithal to fupport themfelves when they fhould be expelled. 
Indeed, the heads of thofe convents had, in part at leaft, long before 
fallen into that practice, that they might not be bound to entertain too 
great a number in their houfes, whereby they much enriched them- = 
felves. : i 
` The author of a fmall folio, printed in the year 1689, with the title 
of the Happy future ftate of England (faid by many to be the earl of 
Anglefey *), thinks there were in all about 50,000 perfons maintained 

* According to Mr. Chalmers’s information, the author was Sir ee Pet. M. 
2 
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dand Wales. Now, if they were then main- 
in the convents of England and nual expence would be L3 50,000, 
tained at Ly each perfon, a eae ee NEE Eo 
which probably was then acs ies aiie iko 
ing then being about o a Pont ai pelbinggojooormandk 
yearly value of their lan is a seven: purchafe (as being fince 
on an average thofe lands be w Taser alec vote lDtlie ab emia 
greatly improved), pues eae se That author farther obferves, 
a Ra gions oo a NA Pages all the parifhes of England 
seat to 9284, thereto may be added 26 bifhops, 26 pens, 6o archi 
; d 4 prebendaries ; thefe, joined to feveral rural deanries, 
OA yooo more; though here our Sh os ag 
forgot that the deans and archdeacons, as well as the prebendaries, have, 
ji ception, at leaft one parifh living, in fome of which 
he Pee er noie (though but few) without entertaining a cu- 
ee PE E being then (ż. e. at the diffolution of the aes | 
in Oxford and Cambridge about 60,000 ftudents, who, in rea o 
church preferments, either as regulars or as feculars, ene A 
marriage, there were then in all about 120,000 perfons reftraine y 
their fun@ion from increafing and multiplying ; as at prefent double 
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_ (be fhould at leaft furely have faid treble) that number is in France ; 


which confideration alone gives a confiderable advantage to proteftant 
countries in point of commerce as well as populaiton. And reckoning - 
that every marriage, one with another, produces four children, thefe 
would more than double their number in the fame age.. This we doubt 
is not ftridtly true *. 
According to Camden (Britannia, p. 117, ed. 1607], the number of 
monafteries {uppreffed in England and Wales, firftand laft, was 645, be- 
fides 96 colleges, 2374 chantries and free chapels, and 1x10 hofpitals. Te 
is now too late to lament the demolition of all the monatfteries, two or. 
three of which in every country (as being many of them fpacious. and 
ftately edifices) would excellently well have ferved for county hofpitals 
and workhoufes- Much more fhould the overthrow of the colleges be 
lamented, fince even the two illuftrious univerfities of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge were included in the diffolution a@; and it was fome time after 
‘that the king was, with fome difficulty, induced to continue them: in 


their former condition ; yet fo inconfiftent was he, almoft at the fame 
tme, as to found new 


w and magnificent colleges in the fame univerfities. 
eee Da aone fay of the deftrudtion of fuch as were real 
Pitals tor the fick poor, th fti i 
ofala a hetan P © moft innocent and ufeful of any one kind 


According to Herrera and other hiftorians, it was about this time 
* The increafe of mankind in any country muft the 


ever be in proportion to the facility with ‘which mea oilers op people can procure the 
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that the French pirates or freebooters began to infeft the Spanith Weft- 
Indies.: In the following year, Herrera reports that many Portuguefe 
caravels traded to the ifland of Hifpaniola, who at their return did not 
(as all the Spaniards were bound to do) carry their cargoes to the India 
contractation-houfe at Seville, by which means the king was defrauded 
of his duties. It was therefore ordained in that fame year that none 
fhould take in any cargo at Hifpaniola without giving fecurity to enter 
the whole of it at the faid houfe at Seville. 

1540.—It was now that the French made the firft attempt to eftablifh 
a colony in Canada; Cartier, already mentioned, having now failed again 
from St. Malo with five fhips up the great river of St. Laurence, four 
leagues above the haven of St. Croix, where he, jointly with the baron 


de Roberval, erected a fort. Others place Roberval’s firft fettlement at. 


Canada with 200 men and women in 1524. 

The ftate of fhipping, even in the port of London, was at this time 
but low, compared with the prefent time. If we may give credit to 
Wheeler’s Treatife of commerce (4to, 1601), who wrote in defence of the- 
company of the merchants-adventurers, to which company he was fe- 
cretary, and who teftifies confiderable knowlege in mercantile con- 
cerns, he exprefsly afferts, that about fixty years before he wrote, there 
were not above four fhips (befide thofe of the navy-royal) that were- 
above 120 tons each, within the river Thames. . 


There being a great coolnefs at this time between King Henry VIIT 


of England. and his nephew King James V of Scotland, who was ever 
much attached to the French intereft, the latter prepared.a navy of fif- 
teen fhips, with-2000 men in them, for fome enterprife. Lord Herbert 
does not pretend certainly to know James’s defign in thofe prepara-- 
tions, though it looked as.if he hoped to annex. Ireland to his crown,. 
fince about that time certain Irifh gentlemen came to invite him over’ 
to their country, promifing to: acknowlege him for their king; and 
that divers noblemen and gentlemen of Ireland fhould come over to do 
him homage. It feems King James wanted not money at this time, his- 
monattical clergy giving him great fums. to keep their houfes from be-- 
ing diflolved *. i 


* Lord Herbert,- in the ufual jealoufy of poli- 
ticians, fuppofed that a fieet could be equipped 
for no.other purpofe but to difturb the tranquil- 
lity of the neighbouring nations; but this Scot- 
tifh fleet hada: very different,.and much more 
laudable, deftination. 

James V, king of Scotland, having extended the 
authority of the Jaws through all the reft of his 
kingdom, refolved that the remote highlands and 
iflands fhould alfo be brought under regular au- 
thority. With this view he prepared a fleet of 
twelve go: fifteen) ftout fhips, with which he 
himfelf failed from Leith, attended by feveral of 


the principal nobility, and a competent military 
force. Landing in moft of the priucipal iflands, 
he.carried with him the chiefs as hoftages for the 
peaceable behayiour of their clans; and, for the 
firft time fince the iflands were fubjeét to Scot: 
land, peace and order prevailed in thofe diitant 
territories. 

With an attention to {cience worthy of an en- 
lightened fovereign of a maritime country, James - 
carried with him Alexander Lindfay, an excellent - 
navigator and hydrographer, whofe chart of Scot- 
land and the iflands, compiled from his obferva- 
tions made in this voyage, and which has been rez - 
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iar A v of Chili in South America, and be- 
Baldivia invaded the A ofie. Neverthelefs, what the Spaniards have 


held in that country did for many years coft them very much blood- 


fa great number of lives. ; 
aki site that (according to the ingenious author of the 
third and fourth parts of the prefent ftate of England, peas: 6 : 3) cher~ 
ry-trees were firft brought into England from Flanders, and planted in 


ent, with fuch fuccefs that an orchard of only 32 acres produced in 


one year as much as yielded Lrooo. Probably pe n of e Me 
cious a fruit made people at firft give high prices for t oes pe e 
author, in another place, fays that Leonard Matcal, King Henry s 
eardener, alleges that ‘both pippins and cherries were in England before 
the year 1524. Neverthelefs, Camden alleges that the Romans intro- 
duced the growth of cherries into Britain. If fo, it is ftrange the Saxons 
faffered fo fine a fruit to be loft in England *. ss i : 
„An a& of parliament now paffed in Scotland, which appointed in 
every burgh an officer for the fealing of all woollen cloths, by way of 
prevention of all drawers (ftrainers or {tretchers) thereof, and alfo of all 


Jirftars (dyers) of falfe colours. [‘Fac. V, parl. vii, ¢. 112.) 


1541.—Guftavus Erickfon, king of Sweden, obferving that the emperor 
gave all kinds of affiftance tothe Count Palatine, brother-in-law to the de- 
throned and imprifoned King Chriftiern II, in order to reftore that unhap- 


‘py king to the thrones of the three northern kingdoms, found it needful 


to ftrengthen himfelf by fome potent foreign alliance for a counter-ba- 
lance: And Francis I, king of France, being engaged in the Smalcaldic 
league of the proteftant princes of Germany againft the emperor, Guf- 
tavus difpatched an ambaflador to him, with propofals for a mutual 
commerce between both nations; particularly, that the Swedes would ` 
fetch their wines, falt, &c. direGtly from France in their own bottoms, 
inftead of taking them at fecond-hand from the Hollanders; and Guf- 
tavus, moreover, propofed to ere& magazines of falt in Sweden, and to 
eompell every family (as is done in France itfelf) to take a fet quantity 
of it at a fixed rate. His falt projec, it is true, did not fucceed; but 


his other propofals for trade were well - i ere 
‘Guftavus offered his aid 2 received by Francis, to whom 


againft the emperor. Yet, as the kingd f 
7 = . ». x u ne, Fg , 
a SRR was till then very little known in France, Francis made a ftri& 
Boe uy a a power, conftitution, &c. and finding -fo warlike a na- 
i ek of being very conducive to the purpofes of France, he not 
nly ag on a treaty of commerce between the two kingdoms, but 
-peatedly engraved, is very 


€ avcurate for the age; certa: o ° 
par WASA peti: to fome which were drawn oe peen shan that the Romans introduced cherries 
er it. . 


in Britai i 
i an, as I have fhown, in the year 54r 


The cherries brought to Engla Se believe there is no realon to fi fe that the 
gland at th mera o fuppofe that y 
muft have been a new fpecies. Xothing a Une BEC GR ae: 2 


ATA a REA er hi enn. Laat)” © aye A 


D> ims 


ALD. 541 a 87 


fikewife to a defenfive alliance, whereby the two kings mutually en- 
gaged to affift each other with 25,000 troops and 50 fhips. 

A ftatute was made, whereby all former ones’ were confirmed, for 
confining the importation of wines from Gafcony, and woad from 
Tholoufe, to Englifh and Irifh fhips only. [32 Hen. VIII, c. 14.] 

By an act of this fame year fic. 16.] the power which the king had 
before affymed, by his proclamation alone, of remitting to merchants- 
aliens the duties they would otherwife have been obliged by law to pay, 
was confirmed and made legal: Such abject flaves did thofe parliaments 
render themfelves to the pleafure of that monarch. 

There is an ac for paving the following ftreets‘or ways in London, 


viz. 1) The ftreet leading from Aldgate to Whitechapel church. 2)’ 


The upper part of Chancery-lane. 3) The way leading from Hol- 
bourn-bars weftward. towards. St. Giles in the fields,. as far as any ha- 
bitation is on both fides of the faid ftreet. 4) Gray’s Inn-lane.. 5) 
Shoe-lane; and, 6) Feuter (now Fetter) lane; the two laft being tho- 
rough-fares and paflages from Fleet-ftreet into Holbourn.. That part 


of Chancery-lane now to:be paved is-thus dèfcribed, viz. from the bars - 


befide the rolls, lately fet up by the lord privy-feal, unto the faid high- 


way in Holbourn. This paflage fhows the age of the rolls-office in. 
Chancery-lane; and alfo that all Holbourn aboye the:city-bars remained: 


unpaved till now; neither was it mow all built on both fides, (nor a 


good while later than this time, as appears. by a map of London in- 


Queen Elizabeth’s reign). All thefe fix ways now directed to be paved 
are herein defcribed as very foul, and full of. pits and floughs, very.pe- 


rilous, and noyous (noifome), as well for all the king’s fubjedts on horfe- - 


back as on foot, and with carriage. [32 Hen. VIII, c.17.]: Yet three 
of thefe, viz. Shoe-lane, Fetter-lane, and Chancery-lane, are now in the 
very centre of the-prefent vaft contiguity, and all.the reft are likewife 
well built and inhabited. So great is.the increafe and improvement of 
London fince thofe times: 

In. the fame year, by a ftatute [c. 18.] a lift of decayed cities and 
towns is exbibited (as in 1535) whereim it is faid, there had been 
in times paft many beautiful houfes within the walls and liberties of 
York, Lincoln, Canterbury, Coventry, Bath, Chichefter, Salifbury, Win- 
chefter, Briftol,; Scarborough, Hereford, Colchefter, Rocheiter, Port- 
mouth, Poole, Lynn, Feverfham, Worcefter, Staftord, Buckingham, 
Pontefra&, Grantham, Exeter, Ip{wich, Southampton, Great Yarmouth, 


Oxenford, Great Wicomb, Guildford, Eftretfore (queere, if Stafford ?) 


Kingfton upon Hull, Newcaftle upon Tyne, Beverley, Bedford, Leicef- 
ter, and Berwick: And in another [c 19.}:Shafton, Sherborn, Bridport, 
Dorchefter, and Weymouth, (all in Dorfetfhire); Plymouth, Plympton, 
Barnftable, Taviftoke, and Dartmouth, (all in Devonfhire) ; Lancefton, 
Lefkeard, Leftwithiel, Bodmin, Truro, and Helfton, (all in Cornwall) ; 
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hefter, (all in Somerfetthire). 
Bridgwater, Taunton, Pa eee ae sae ae ene ae r 
Maldon in Effex; and, 4 ame remain unre-edified as defolate anq 
ie Gu eaeaes f TE nigh adjoining to the high ftreets, re- 
os Sa i oe PTA k leannefs and filth, with pits, cellars, and 
‘ plenifhed with much unc “eds to ther@feat peril of the-king’s fab. 
+ yaults, lying open and uncover 7 j = = 8 (Er REN ee 
pla es : ea aa had tood within twenty-five 
3 aa ad of the decaying houfes, do not in three years time 
‘ build ; en then the lord of whom the ground is held ne re-en- 
< ter, and feize the fame, &c. as in a like law anno 1535 : oncetnb 
ing which laws (now and afterward) it may be truly aid, A ney Welle 
well enough judged, as probably thofe O He pa 
more owing to careleffhefs, than to any real decay in moft of the places 
mentioned in thofe two adts, and in the fubfequent ones of this centu- 
ry; fince it is well known, that many of thofe cities and towns were, 
in thofe very times, increafing in commerce and manufactures: fo that 


leaft of the fallibility of fome of our old ftatutes: Some of thofe places 
might complain of a real decay, which might give a handle to the re- 
include them alfo in that number, 
though probably without any ground. 
for building up wafte grounds 
o have prevailed much in the 
reign of King Henry VII]. We have juft exhibited a long lift of fuch, 
41; and another a& [33 Hen. VIII, c. 36.] 
aft, many beautiful houfes have been with- 


bridge, Darby, Guildford, Dunwich ; the towns of tł 


fallen down, decayed, and remal ified ; lying sees Ges 
© Preceding laws is {pecified ; where- 


gL 
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years and a half after. And in default of his not re-entering thereon, 
then any perfon, having a rent-charge on the premifes, may re-enter, as 
in the before-named cafe. And in default of him who has the rent- 
chargé, then the magiftrates of the refpective cities and towns may re- 
enter. And, laftly, if they-fail to re-enter and rebuild in three years 
time, then the firt owners’might re-enter and poffefs them, as in their 
former ftate. ; 

The Englith merchants of Southampton and London, we find (by 
Hakluyt) traded to Brafil in the years 1540 and 1542 ;. and fo it feems 
to have at thofe times been permitted, and until the year 1580, that 
Spain got poffeffion. of Portugal. 

The Portuguefe governor of Malacca having made a full: difcovery of 
the coaft of China in the years 1540 and 1542, they were in 1542 
driven by ftorm to make an accidental difcovery of the iflands of Japan, 
where they were at firft well received. 

By virtue of an aét of the Irith parliament, King Henry now affim- 


ed the title of king; inftead of lord, of Ireland; whereupon Sir James 


Ware, in his hiftorical relations, obferves, < that albeit the kings of 
‘ England had been abfolute monarchs of Ireland before, though only’ 


6 


with the title of lords of it; yet becaufe, in the vulgar conceit, the 
‘ name of king is higher than that of lord, affuredly the afluming of 
“ this title hath not a little raifed the fovereignty of the king of Eng- 


‘land in the minds: of this people? Yet he at the fame time acknow-- 


leges, < that although Sir Anthony St. Leger, then lord-deputy, took. 
 feveral good meafures for the improvement of Ireland, all this while 

the provinces of Connaught and. Ulfter,. with a: good’part-of Leinfter, 
“were not reduced to fhire-ground. And although Munfter was an- 
` tiently divided into counties, yet the people were become fo degene- 

rate, that no juftice of affize durft execute his commiffion amongft. 

them.’ In fuch a flate of affairs there could. bé no room for any 
thing like a fettled commerce in Ireland::. For the bulk of the old Eng- 
lifh race- were fo far degenerated as to lofe the ufe of the Englifh. 
tongue, and becoming mere Irifh, they affumed Itifh names. 

The negligence and. decay of. the (eaft) coaft ffhing towns: of Eng-- 
land at this time is apparent’ from an act of parliament, which defcribes 
a bad cuftom of our people on that coaft, who, inflead of fifhing them-- 
felves, went in their boats half-feas.over, and bought frefh fith of the 
Flemings, Zelanders, Picards,. and. Normans. Jt was therefor. now 
enacted,. that whofoever fhould:buy any freth fifh in that manner (ftur- 
geon, porpoife, and feal excepted), to. put to fale to any perfon within. 
this realm, fhould.forfeit for every time ten pounds ; but. this: not to 
extend to.fifh bought in:Iceland; Scotland, Orkney, Shetland; Ireland, 
or Newfoundland, (then called Newland.) [33 Hen. VU, c. 2.J 

1543.—We have now the title of the firft law ever made in England: 

Vou. U. M 
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j riz. ‘ The lord chancello 
relating to bankrupts, [34 Henry ee bodies, lands, and zon 
‘ treafurer &c. fhall take order with bankrup ies, lands, and goods, 

a , 2 i Er 

r ayment of their debts great: A enpi 
ni ie poe according to Lewis Guicciardin’s Hiftory of the Nether- 

n i s . . 5 3 
Jands therenowned city of Antwerp had its third and laft great en- 
Paent by extending the walls fo as to inclofe what is called the new 
i : g t yl 
eh towards the north. The new walis were built of fine hewn ftone, 
and beautifully adorned. That illuftrious mercantile city then contain- 
ana is ee sce iy ee 
ed about 100,000 inhabitants, according"to Guicciardin, who had dili- 
? 


@ 


gently computed the fame. 
(a) ` ; T: R 
We may infer from a ftatute [34, 35 Hen. VIII, c. 6.] concerning 


pins, that fuch as are now ufed by the ladies are but of recent inven- 
tion. The ac fays, that no perfon fhall put to fale any pinnes but only 
fuch as fhall be double-headed, and have the heads foldered faft to the 
fhank of the pinne, well [{moothed, the fhank well fhaven, the point well 
and round filed, cauted, and fharpened. Now, the labour of making 
pins after this manner, as it muft have rendered them much more ex- 
penfive, {hows the novelty of the invention, which probably was but 
lately brought from France. And the inconveniency of the make of 
thofe pins naturally fet our people upon improving fo tedious and clum- 
fy a manufadture ; for, in about three years time, they fell into the pre- 
-fent ingenious and expeditious manner of making them, as appears by 
an act [37 Hen. VIII, c. 13.) for repealing the above ftatute. Before 
the invention of thefe brafs pins, there were many pretty and ingenious 
contrivances for the conveniency of the drefs and ornament of both 
dexes, fuch as ribbons, loopholes, laces with points and tags, clafps, hooks 
-and eyes, and fkewers made of brafs, filver, and gold. From the laft it 
is very probable that pins naturally proceeded, being no other than 
fmaller and more convenient and delicate fkewers. 

Herrera acquaints us that the Spaniards from Mexico now failed for 


seep on the weft fide of North America as far as the latitude of 44 
degrees north, even to the farther, end of Cahfornia.; but as they found 
there neither gold nor filver 


er, and only. very cold weather. tl a d 
; ’ old weath } e 
home to Mexico. ; ) Ste ASV MCLEE, 


1544.—Upon King Henry's return from his fuccefsful fiege of Boulogne, 
fortifying his fea-coafis “i aes seals from France, he fet about 
the river Thames, by erecti OR wit? eating ‘the entrance into 

> DY Crecung the fort of Tilbury, and a battery oppo- 


er was his next carc, where he built its fa- 


© A fublcquent flat 
pains who See tg ie d 
2 ADRS accounted bankrupts, and 
pits the methods of proceed age 
nearly on the fame footing a 
At this time letters w: 
ceived in Edinburgh on 


- Letters and nevo'iation 
Such diat SEED tp: 138, 139, 146, &e.] 
‘of th i ch was little or nothing inferior to that 

Daia m our own days before the ‘efablith- 

aay ae ee coaches ; but it wag only a tempo- 

Line abuifhment for the conveyance of the Eng- 

1:3 government letters, AT, ` 3 
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mous (though too fruitlefs) pier, running out into the fea, at the ex- 
penfe of no lefs a fum than 65,000 (if tranfcribers have not added a 
cypher too much), fince frequently repaired at a great expenfe. — Port 
mouth was his next care, and afterwards fundry other places. Moreover, 
the tower of London having till then been the only magazine of the 
kingdom for artillery and military ftores, he now prudently diftributed 
much of them in thofe newly-fortified places on the coaft, which hap- 
pened extremely opportune ; for this fame year, a large French fleet 
of 150 great fhips and 60 fmaller ones, befide 25 galleys from the Me- 
diterranean (being all hired merchant fhips), made an attempt upon 
Portfmouth, whither King Henry went in perfon to its relief. Lord 
Herbert and other hiftorians relate, that the Englifh fleet of 100 fail 
(which alfo were hired merchant fhips) fought that of France, though 
much more numerous, for two hours, and made them fly to their own 
coafts ; but none of them are accurate enough to give us any account 
of the order or form, &c. of that fea-fight, nor indeed of many others 
of the like kind. This Mr. Rapin terms the greateft effort that France 
had ever made at fea. 

We again find the French pirates or freebooters in the Weft-Indies, 
according to Herrera, who tells us, that four of their fhips, with a ten- 
der, entered the port of Santa Marta, where, landing 400 men, the Spa- 
nifh inhabitants abandoned the place, which the French plundered and 
burnt, From thence they failed to Carthagena, where they pradtifed 
the like rapine, that place not having been as yet well fortified. After- 
ward they attempted the Havanna, in the ifland of Cuba; and being 
there repulfed, returned home by the gulf of Florida. 5 

We have in two former inftances noted the great influence which 
corporation cities and towns had in parliament, in monopolizing the 
manufactures of their refpective counties, exclufive of the villages and 
open country, viz. in che cate of ropemaking at Bridport in Dorfetthire, 
and that of the woollen manufacture at Worcefter city, and the other 
corporations of that county. Whe cafe now before us is that of a pecu- 
har manufacture in the city of York, viz. coverlets for beds. The aé& 
eftablifhing this monopoly, as ufual, fets forth, that the city of York 
had been formerly fapported by fundry handicrafts, and principally by 
making. coverlets and coverings for beds, whereby great numbers of in- 
habitants and poor people in that city and fuburbs, and in other places 
of the county, have been conftantly employed. But that of late years, 
fundry evil-difpofed perfons, apprentices, not expert in that occupation, 
have withdrawn themfelves out of that city into the county; and divers 
other perfons inhabiting the villages and towns of that county, and nigh 
to the faid city, have intermeddled with the faid craft, and do daily 
make coverlets, neither of good ftuff nor proper fize ; and do hawk and 
fell them abroad in the county to villages and mens houfes, &c. to the. 

2: M.2. 
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i j f which reprefentation 
it of king’s fubjeđts, &c. (moft of w 
a A aa impofition on the parliament.) It was now 


$ hatever, within or nigh to the coun- 
E oet for fale, but inhabitants alone, 
a the city of York and its fuburbs, upon forfeiture, &e, 
What could be a greater monopoly than this? Pr what ; greaten injuf. 
tice to the poor manufacturers in other pra 5 t ne poun y Şa i 
As the gradual increafe of the fuburbs o ras on do s a gi eat 
meafure keep pace with the gradual increafe of the genet commerce 
of England, and as it is, moreover, 2 piece of curious an orotan 
hiftory to mark the gradual advances of both, we there ore ine e no 
need of an apology for exhibiting whatever falls in our way of that 
kind. By a ftatute (34, 35 Hen. VIII, c. 12.] the ftreets and lanes call- 


ed Whitecrofs-ftreet, Chifwell-ftreet, Golding-lane, Grub-ftreet in the . 


parifh of St. Giles’s without Cripplegate, Gofwell-ftreet, Long-lane in 
the parifh of St. Botolph, and St. Sepulchre’s without Newgate ; St. 
John’s-ftreet, leading from the bars of Smithfield up to the pound, at 
the corner of the wall extending along the highway leading to Ifling- 
ton; and alfo the ftreet from the faid bars to Cow-crofs ; Water-lane in 
Fleet-ftreet, leading down to the Thames; the way leading without 
‘Temple-bar weftward, by and unto Clement’s Inn gates and New Inn 
gates, to Drewry-place in the county of Middlefex ; (this fhows that this 
way was not then built on) and alfo one little lane ftretching from the 
faid way to the fign of the bell at Drewry-lane end; and the common 
way leading through a certain place called Petit-France, from the bars 
of the weft end of Tothill-ftreet at Weftminfler, to the uttermoft part 
of the weft end of the faid place called Petit-France; the ftreet or high- 
way leading from Bifhopsgate to and above Shoreditch church ; and the 
bridge called Strond-bridge, and the way leading from the fame bridge 
towards Temple-bar ; and the lane called Fofkue- 


and tenement of the bifhop of Litchfield. and h 
called the Bell and Pro one eld, and the 


unknown), be very foul, 
\ 
noyous, and very necefla 


gardens and tenement 
rs, down to Strond-bridge (thefe names now 
and ful sf pits and floughs; very perilous and 
Ty to be kept clean, for the iding or- 
rupt favours, and an occafion of She ; for the Acar ae 
reformation whereof, all who had any lands | 
the aforefaid ftreets, lanes, and ways 


ae a seat, eae Sra Mau being as war with Scotland, the Eng- 
Lp Own and port of Leith ich is pro- 
perly the port of Edinburgh.) And Lord Herbert oe eee 


lane, from the garden . 
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that on that occafion the Englifh found more riches in Leith than they 
could have eafily imagined. j 

In that war the Englith took twenty-eight of the principal fhips of Scot- 
land, fraught with all kind of rich merchandize, as they returned from 
France, Flanders, Denmark, and other countries, and they brought them 
into the Englifh ports. [Drakes hif. Anglo-Scotica, p- 351.] So that it 
fhould feem that Scotland at this time was not without fome confider- 
able fhare of foreign commerce. 

As yet the prefent great fuburb of London eaftward along the north 
bank of the Thames, fince named Wapping, had not (as far as appeats) 
any exiftence as a fuburb, or was not built up into houfes; for by an 
act [35 Hen. VII, c. 9.) Wapping-marfh, in the county of Middiefex, 
is directed to be divided by certain perfons affigned. And Richard 
Hill of London, mercer, (the affignee of Cornelius Wanderdelf, who, at 
his own charge, inned, inbanked, and recovered the fame, being drown- 
ed) was to have the one moiety thereof to him and to his heirs; it hav- 
ing been before this time within the flux of the tide. Thofe banks be- 
ing in the year 1565 broken in feveral parts by inundations, were re- 
paired; but were again damaged in 1571, when, for the greater fe- 
curity of the banks hereafter, they firft began to ere& houfes thereon, 
the memory of which is ftill preferved in a ftreet there, called Wapping- 
wall. 

In an aé of parliament [34, 35 Hen. VII, c. 21.] relating to grants of 
lands by the king, it is enacted, that for over-grants of lands, more than 
was {pecified and intended by the king, the grantees fhall pay to the 
king after the rate of twenty years purchafe. Yet this is by no means 
a rule to judge of the value or purchafe of lands at that time, which 
certainly was very much lower than this valuation, which moft proba- 
bly was intended as a punifhment and a caution to all grantees not to 
conceal the quantum of the crown’s grants. 

The ftreets of the town of Cambridge were directed to be paved with 
ftone. [35 Hen. VIII, c. 16.} 

And in the fame year, a very good ftatute (the firft of the kind) was 
made for preferving the woods of England, as well for the benefit of 
houfe and fhip-timber as for firing. [35 Hen. VIII, c.17.] This ftatute 
was afterwards made perpetual. [12 Ez. c. 25.] 

By an act of parliament of the fame year [c. 24.] we find that 200 
acres of land (100 of meadow and 100 of pafture) at Maddingley in, 
Cambridgefhire, with the appurtenances, are thereby declared to be in 
the whole of the yearly value of ten pounds, and fo letten to farm, to 
the ufe and intent that the profits thereof fhould be for the fees and 
wages of the knights (in parliament) for the county of Cambridge; and 
this land therefor was called the fhire-manor; and was now actually 
let to John Hinde ferjeant-at-law for that fum yearly, being at 12d per 
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Leathe : : : f the fame year 
acre yearly ee the preceding quotation from Co o AENT year, 
thofe times than t prefent be worth near twenty times as m te 
UE ae have another ftatute [c. 4.] for repairing and re- 
In the fame year is Te places in the following towns (exa&t- 
ye S 2 j Ea ę ne hy 
building e E E a&s of 1535, 1541, and 1542), viz. Shrewf- 
ly in the me Wie everford-welt Pembroke, Tenby, Caermar- 
7 Ave ’ a 
buryagectter, Ludon “diff, Swanefle, (è. e. Swanfey) Cowbridge, New 
R ? es . 
then, Montgomery, Cardi 'Prefteing) in Radnorfhire; Brecknock and 
Radnor, and Preftend (7. e. Prefteing ; Uike, Caerleon and New 
adnor, in Effex; Abergavenny, Ufke, Caerleon and New- 
Monmouth ; Malden in Biex ; refton, Lyrepoole (č. e. Liverpool) 
port in Monmouththire ; Lancafter, Preiton, Lyre} POSES 
and Wigan in Lancafhire. 


A judicious obferver will naturally remark that there is fuch a thing 


5 
as fafhion or example even in the important fubje&t of adts of parlia- 


ment. Thus one age (from an applauded example or two) runs ae 
into one kind of reformation of abufes, another age into fome her 
kind, for the fame reafon. This and the before mentioned other three 
ftatutes {ufficiently exhaufted the fubje& they relate. to, The aoe 
actually gone through not only almoft all the confiderable cities an 
f the kingdom, London excepted, but have even defcended to 
towns of the kingdom, Tee ae 
feveral towns which neither are, nor ever were of confideration enoug 


. . ki S “a e 
to have fo much regard paid to them ; yet it is not to be denied that. 


the defign in general is very laudable. After the reftoration of King 
Charles II, the making of rivers navigable, and the repairing and decep- 
ening of harbours, had a confiderable run; and the laft and prefent ge- 
neration have run partly into that likewife ; but the prefent age more 
efpecially into bridges and public roads. 

1545.—According to Herrera’s Hiftory of Spanifh America, the un- 
paralleled filver mines of the mountain Potofi in Peru, which had been 
difcovered a little time before, but till now concealed from the king’s 
officers, were now firft regiftered in the king of Spain’s books. It feems 
an Indian, running up that mountain after a deer, difcovered the firft 
mine, by laying hold of and tearing up by 
out of a vein of ore. The next year other veins were difcovered on this 
feemingly inexhauftible mountain, w 


hich being noifed abroad, it brought 
moft of the inhabitants of the town 

in a fhort time, in the neighbourho 
the largeft town in all Peru, 
mountain lies in 21 degrees. 
caufe of its great height, it i 
ducing neither fruit 


od of thofe mines, there fprung up 


where there is a prodigious trade. The 


alf of pieces of eight 
ed the king of much of. 


aioi on 
his is a better guide to the true value of lands in 
This 1s £ 8 
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his due, not one third part of the filver being ftamped and regiftered. 
He adds, that in the year 1585, they counted rrr millions that had 
paid the king’s fifth from the firft difcovery of the mines to that year, 
befide an immenfe quantity that had never paid the fifth. It feems it 
was at firft found to be very difficult to feparate the metal from the 
earth or drofs by dint of fire, the antients being ignorant of the fepa- 
ration of filver by mercury, although they knew that of gold, and 
thought that mercury would not cleave to any other metal but gold. 
The Spaniards, however, afterward difcovered that it would cling to 
filver alfo, though not fo foon ; but it has no effect upon other metals. 
And fince this difcovery, the poorer ore, which cannot be refined by 
fire, is not loft as formerly ; for the quickfilver perfectly clears the fil- 
ver without fire. There were (it feems) no quickfilver mines in Eu- 
rope, according to our author, until after the difcovery of America, 
excepting thofe of Carinthia in Germany, and of Almadin in Spain; 
but in the year 1566 they difcovered one near Guamanga in Peru, 
whereby the crown gets (it is faid) 400,000 dollars of clear profit an- 
nually, befides what is gained by cleanfing the metal with mercury, 
amounting to a vaft fum. Two-thirds of all the filver which comes 
from America to Europe (fays our author) comes from Peru. 

To this account of the moft famous filver mines in the univerfe, and 
of the great improvement in refining the metal by quickfilver, handed 
down to us by fo authentic an author, we may -venture to add, that 
fince Herrera’s days, there have been other very rich filver mines dif- 
covered in Peru, and particularly, it is faid, there was a very rich one 
difcovered near Cufco fo lately as the year 1712. 

Under this fame year Daniel tells us of a French fhip of war carry- 
ing 100 large brafs cannon; yet he neverthelefs owns in general, that 
the largeft fhips of war in former times were not to be compared for 
bulk with thofe of modern times, fince in old times large fleets were 


fitted out from harbours, where now fhips of a moderate fize have not 


water enough to float them, of which Havre de Grace (built by King 


Francis I), and many other places, are inftances. Our Englith naval 


hiftorians think that fhips had not, as at prefent, gun port-holes till 
this time, before which they only placed a few cannon on their upper 
decks, and on their prow and poop, fighting with cannon in fhips be 
ing but lately come into ufe. Daniel therefore may be miftaken as to 
the date of his roo gun fhip. 

1546.—Intereft, or ufe for money lent (in thofe days,-and always 
known by the name of ufury) was now firft fettled in England by a 
ftatute [37 Henry VIL, c. y.], untitled, ‘ How offenders in ufury fhall be 
‘ punifhed.’ Before this time (fays the judicious Sir Jofiah Child), there 
was no law for limiting the rate of intereft ; there was then litile trade, 
and as little money in the nation ; wherefor every man teok fuch an 


ə 


ne 


w 


e. 
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| t which i 
ut out as he could get, Wai 
j what money he could pu Bet, 
N E (to be found in hiftory here and there) was before 
fundry 30 enerally higher than ro per cent, as partly poker: from 
ee ieee Gapieiiions in this law, the preamble whereof fays, ‘ That 
the ftrong 


j avoiding and punifhment of 
‘ fundry ftatutes have been made for the g p 


ine a thing unlawful, (and yet with the fame breath thefe 
‘ ufury, being a 5) 5 ee h’s opinion of thofe tim 
i fablith it, for this was the church’s opini ema sac 
‘Jawgivers e1aDhin It, 3 : ‘and of other corrupt bar. 
though never uniformly put in prattice), * an t fe dad 
‘ gains, fhifts, and chevifances ; which ftatutes are fo ob cure and dark 
z . = n E 
4 2 intents * and are of fo little force, that by reafon thereof little or 
ma 


SPOE 
= no punifhment hath enfued to the offenders of the fame ; for reform- 


t ation whereof (fays the preamble gravely), be it enacted, that all 
« former ftatutes concerning ufury, fhifts, &c. and all forfeitures and 
+ penalties concerning the fame, be henceforth utterly void.’ 

Next, this act prohibits the tricks made ufe of to evade the laws pro-. 
hibiting ufury; as, 1) The fhift by felling merchandize to a perfon, 
and within three months after buying the fame of him at a lefler price, 
Tl) None fhall, by way of any corrupt bargain, lone, efchange, chev- 
ifance, fhift, intereft of any wares, merchandizes, or other thing what- 
ever, or by any corrupt or deceitful way, or by any covin, engine, or 
deceitful way of conveyance, receive or accept, in lucre or gains, for the 
forbearing or giving day of payment of one*whole year, of and for his: 
or their money, or other thing that fhall be due for the fame wares, 
&c. above the fum of ten pound inthe hundred, neither for money 
nor merchandize, nor yet for mortgages of lands and tenements, under 
the forfeiture of treble the value of the principal money lent, and. of 
the iffues and profits of the faid lands or tenements, and {hall alfo be: 


imprifoned, and make fine and ranfom at the king’s will and pleafure. 


Of this forfeiture one moiety to be the king’s, and the other the in- 
former’s f. 


nch fleet was, confifting of 206 


we © pope had: fi ; rm. 

foon feparated the two fleets tore ee ent 20; but a ftor 
* They were a t : À 
to leave Sa E AG AE ATR determining that intereft for the ufe of money was 
Piene the clergy, all ufary was declared finful'and “20. SMe lawful, repealed this law; but the wiler 


parliament of the 1 3th eli J 
parliame: 13th year of Elizabeth reftore 
4 The good people in the reign of Edward VI, TRE Pe eaten tine. = 
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The great wealth of the Fuggers, merchants of Augfburg, now liv- 
ing at Antwerp (already mentioned in the year 1535), is further illuf 
trated by an acquittance of Anthony Fugger and nephews to King 
Henry VII of England, and-to the city of London (bound with him), 
for L 152,180 Flemifh, which the king had borrowed of them. [Fe- 
dera, V. xv, p. 101.]* ; 

And in the following year, King Edward VI borrowed of the fame 
perfons 129,750 Caroline florins, on the fecurity of the city of London. 


` [Federa, V. xv, p..152.] Thus we fee that in thofe times the monarchs 


were obliged to fupport their own credit by the fecurity of this great 
metropolis. 

Henry VIII granted a licence to two Florentine merchants therein 
named, to import, for three years to come, the following rich mer- 
chandize, which (he fays) were for the pleafure of us and our deareft 
wife the queen, our nobles, gentlemen, and others; viz. All kinds of 
gold{mith’s work of gold and filver, all kinds of fkins and furs, of fa- 
bles, &c. all forts of cloths of tiffue of gold, filver, tinfel, velvet, and 
fik, cloths of tapeftry and arras mixed with gold and filver, all forts of 
fringes and lace wrought with gold and filver, or otherwife, of all which 
the king was to have the firft fight and the refufal. [Federa, V. xv, 
p- 105.) The luxury of drefs was at leaft as great in thofe days as the 
prefent, though not fo generally diffufed. 

By a ftatute [37 Ken. VII, c. 21.) two parifh churches, or one 
church and a chapel, not being above one mile afunder, and one of 
them not exceeding the yearly value of L6, might be united into one, 
with the confent of the bifhop, patrons, and incumbent, &c. It feems 
by the preamble to this a&t, that there were many parfonages in Eng- 
land, whereof the glebes, tithes, and other yearly profits, were not fuf 


‘ficient to maintain a prieft or curate for the benefit of the parifhioners*; 
Į 


and as within a mile or lefs of the faid: poor parfonage, there happens 
in many places to be another parifh church fituated as conveniently for 
the faid parifhioners as their own church may be; and whereas the ex- 
penfe ot fupporting the two. churches, for reparations, &c. is greater 
than fuch poor parifhioners can bear; therefor, if one of thofe church- 
livings happen not to exceed the yearly value of L 6 in the king’s books, 
it may be united to the other parifh church ; yet the union may be af- 
terwards made void, provided the parifhioners of fuch poor parifh fhall, 
in one year after fuch union, properly fecure to the incumbent of the 
faid parifh the yearly payment of fo much money as, with the fum that 
the faid parifhes rated at in the king’s court of firft fruits and tenths, 
fhall amount to the full fum of L 8 yearly. 


* The Euggers, by licence from the king of failed to India, and owned a part of every cargo 
Portugal;-uied to fend a fadlor in each fhip that of pepper imported. [ Linjchetien, p. 160.] 2i. 
VoL. I. N: 
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` things, ‘be. 
: nt, among other things, ‘be 
y VIII, by bis laft will and ca eth, at their marriages, they 
Henry be dau: hters Mary and aul tate (by the advice of 
vost ears a =e outward (foreign) ani Rees ten thoufang 
€ being marrie if he beftow them not m 4 lush oye Ps 
£ his counfellors), 1 late, jewels, and houfehold í ons | Fender 
aoia an at the difcretion of the executors? [ Fede, Q, 
t them, or a larg 2 
6. a fdward VI, Peter Baude, a 
hee em Ae year, the firft 2 see as si ordnance or can- 
Frenchman, was the firft who = E ok, intitled, Englifh worthies in 
non, fays the author ue ae een Breih made ufe fica 
>. n, aS ¥ 
eS eee time, it is fomewhat ftrange they were fo 
mon 2 } E *, ‘ 
late in making iron ones ae the progrefs of filk from the eaft to 
Thuanus [.Z. 129.] eee aoe oe aking Eronia. 
the weltern parts, nalapes) a rofpered in Touraine, but more efpe- 
France (who died this year), filk p i rly, and alfo at Avignon, Lyons, 
gaeota aing moltdoutherly, Paris, the climate was 
and feveral other parts of France; but near a JS, akn T 
found not to be proper for it, though the greateft care 
-worms at Fontainebleau. 3 
OO ae againft vagabonds [1 Edw. VI, c. 3.] carries fo Tae 
eae of aN antient bondage of the lower clafs of the people a me TA 
dhat itis no wonder it was repealed in the fame IE an om ate 
in the 39th of Queen Elizabeth, as improper for a free > c ee 
people. It enacts, ‘ That a runagate fervant, or any other z X ae 
“ idly and loiteringly by the fpace of three days, being brought a z 
* two juftices of the peace, they hall caufe him to be marked Si na 
* hot iron on the breaft, with the mark V, and adjudge him to be 
* flave of him who brought him for two years after, who {hall take t ; 
‘ faid flave, and give him bread, water, or {mall drink, and tefule 
t meat, and caufe him to work by beating, chaining, or otherwife, in _ 


he thall put him to, be it never fo vile; and 
lf from his faid mafter within the faid term 


G 


“ fign ofan S, and farther fhal] be adjudged to be flave to his faid maf 
ter for ever; and if the faid flave 
* {hall be adjudg 


* any thall be adjudged a flave, 


this author of 
g» fays, that in the year 1 43, the reign of Ed 

Henry VIII employed Peter Bawd a Fr se iron, Ad was t 
ollen, to artifts in that m 
efents as 1600, ] 


invented by them ; and that Bawd continued in 


ard VI to make ordnance of Of 
he inftruGor of a fucceffion d 
anufacture. [-Aunales, p. 983, «4° 


which he repr 


ItO eme mele OOOH OU 


et > bead q+} 


`~ 


A. D. 1547. 99 


arm, ‘or leg.—A juftice of peace may bind a beggar’s man-child ap- 
prentice to the age of fourteen years, and a woman-child to the age 
of twenty years, to any that will require them; and if the faid child 
rum away, then his mafter may retain and ufe him for the term 
aforefaid as his flave *._All impotent, maimed, and aged perfons, who 
cannot be taken for vagabonds, fhall have convenient houfes pro- 
vided for them, and otherwife fhall: be relieved in the cities or towns 
where they were born, or were moft converfant, by the fpace of three 
years, by the willing and charitable difpofition of the parifhioners, 
and none other fhall be fuffered to beg there.’ This very lame claufe 
contains an exprefs contradiction, the firit part of it being an injundion 
in behalf of the poor, and the latter part leaving it to the willing and 


¢ 


charitable difpofition of people. Such provifions for the difabled and: 
aged poor are to be found in the ftatute-book both before and after- 


this time; but as they were merely recommendatory, they always prov=- 
ed ineffectual. 

At this time, it feems, the antient city of York was much decayed. 
A flatute of the fame year fc. 9.], reprefents its declenfion in the fol- 
lowing terms, viz. ‘ In that city and fuburbs there are many parith- 
‘ churches, which heretofore (the fame being well inhabited and re- 


‘ 


‘ cumbents, by reafon of the privy tithes of the rich merchants, and 


much decayed by the ruin and decay of the faid city, and of the trade 
of merchandize there, the revenues and profits of divers-of the fame 
benefices are not, at this prefent time, above the clear yearly value of 
L1:6:8; fo that a great fort of them are not a competent and hon- 
eft living for a good curate; yea, and no perfon will take the cure, 
but that of neceflity there is fome chantry-prieft, or elfe fome late re-- 
ligious perfon (2. e. monk), being a ftipendiary, taken and-appointed 
to the faid cure and benefice, which, for the moft part, are unlearned 


that city, and the ordinary or his deputy,.and fix-juftices of peace in: 
the faid city, are hereby empowered to unite the faid . parifhes -into - 
fewer number, viz. fo many of the faid parifhes into : one-parifh, as 


cumbent, fo as the clear yearly value exceed not L 20.. The fuper-- 
fluous churches fhall be pulled down, toward the. reparation and en- 
largement of the other churches, or-of the. bridges of. the faid. city. 
and the relief of the poor.’ The reft of this aét contains `a. provifion 


._ * The word flave is repeated here feven times, and twice more in a claufe, not tranferibed, conem 
ing clerks atrainted or convicted. . 


N.2. 
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5 Eas ae) . Aye 
for the then incumbents of united parifhes, the king’s firft fruits anq 


a: Sp aiea freqùently do not fet forth the true grounds of 


the evils they are defigned to rectify ;:and it’ may ae tow remat 
on this ftatute, that the fmallnefs of thofe eee Or E in many 
other places) was probably owing to the re ee POM Popenyy 
whereby the ignorant and ill-judged zeal of the alty received a great 
check. Dying perfons, and others, 10 ignorant times, frequently 
ereed and endowed new parifhes unneceflarily ; and many of thofe en- 
dowments being even at firft but fmall, when at the reformation the 
privy tithes of the rich, and the offerings of the multitude failed, and 
money alfo became gradually lefs valuable, they became totally inade- 
quate to the fupport of the incumbent, for which a wrong caufe was 
often afigned. The zealous multiplying of parifhes in many cities and 
towns in old times, renders it impoffible to form any certain judgment 
of the number of inhabitants from that of the parifhes. Thus, for in- 
ftance, Newcaftle upon Tyne has but four parifhes, though it pro- 
bably may now contain 40,000 inhabitants; and York has ftill twenty- 
eight parifhes, with lefs than half the population.: Oxford and Cam- 
bridge have each of them above thrice as many parifhes as Newcattle, 
with little more than a quarter of the number of people in each, and 
the like might be faid of many other places. 

The herring-fifhing of the Hollanders was now fo confiderable, and 
was efteemed fo precious by them, that their great penfionary De Wit 
Unter? of Holland, part ii, c. 1.] relates, ‘ That the ftates of Holland, 
‘ though then but low, and although it was in a time of peace, fitted 
` out eight fhips of war for the defence of the fithery.’ 

r ae in his introduction to his eflay on the age of Louis XIV, 
pee o e umes of King Francis I, fays, ‘ the French, though 
Buta aaah an ane eas a Meliternean, were J 

coarfe manufactures. T hel Jews Go e Mak sadenia i 
* Flemings, Dutch, and Englith traded ree Y epee p Eormgucg 
“ norant even of the firtt principles of A 1y for us, we being ig- 

The ftatute [1 Edw. J, : SECER 
chantries, a ae ET granted the king all the popih 
4, diteced part of the rents PaA : ‘a ahe 37th of Henry VII, c- 
ward the maintenance of piers, jutt on aol chantries to be applied to- 
ot the fea, havens, and creeks. I on 3 alls, or banks, againft the rage 
had duly taken place for fo nati ‘al Seem weelleif’ What application 
[2 Edw. VI, c. 5-], all the fee a benefits, And by another act 
porate to the crown, are direG@ed a payable by any city or town-cor- 
be beftowed folely upon the re ee ‘uring the three following years, t0 

as paration of walls and bridges, and fet- 
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ting the poor on work, or other good deeds, in every fuch city and 
town. But few or none of thefe good deeds were ever put in practice. . 

1548.—A very neceflary ftatute was alfo made [2, 3 Edw. Vl, c.15.] for 
reftraining the {ellers of all kinds of provifions from combining together, 
not to fell but at a fixed price; and alfo for reftraining workmen and 
labourers from combining not to do their works but ata certain fixed 
price, or to do but a certain work in a day, or not to work but at cer- 
tain hours. A claufe, wifely intended, was added to this aé, licenfing 
all workmen concerned in building houfes, &c. to follow their occupa- 
tions in all cities and towns-corporate, although they did not live there- 
in, nor were free of fuch corporations. But this wife claufe was re- 
pealed by a ftatute [3, 4 Edw. VJ, c. 20.], apparently by the interpofi- 


tion of the city of London. It fets forth, that the city of London be- | 


ing the king’s chamber, and moft antient city of this realm, the artifi- 


cers and craftfmen of the arts, crafts, and myfteries, are at great cofts © 


and charges in taxes, tallages, fubfidies, fcot, lot, and other charges, as 
well to the king’s majefty as to the faid city, and at many and fundry 
triumphs, and other times, for the king’s honour ; and that if foreign- 
ers (non-freemen) fhould come and work among them, within the li- 
berties of the city, contrary to their antient privileges, the fame fhould 
be a great decay of cunning, and-an impoverifhment and driving away 
of the freemen, being artificers of the crafts, arts, and myfteries afore- 
faid, within the city of London, to the great hurt and deftrudtion of the 
faid city. Though the reafons for this repeal are exprefled as above only 
inrefpedt to London, yet the repeal being general, took in all other cor- 
poration cities and towns; and fo it remains to our own times, contrary 
to the opinion of moft wife and judicious men. 

There was a kind of Lent enjoined, partly ecclefiaftical and partly 
political, by a ftatute [2, 3 Edw. VI, c. 1g.], whereby, although in 
the preamble it is expreisly admitted, ‘ That all days and all meats be 
‘ of their nature of one equal purity and holinefs, none of which can 
defile chriftian men ; yet forafmuch as divers of the king’s fubjedts, 
turning their knowlege therein to fatisfy their fenfuality, have of late 
more thau in times paft, broken and contemned fuch abftinence as 
have been ufed in this realm upon the Fridays and Saturdays, ember- 
ing days, and other days commonly called vigils, and in the time 
commonly called Lent; and confidering that due and godly abftin- 
ence is a mean to virtue, and to fubdue men’s bodies to their foul 
and fpirit ; and confidering alfo that fifhers may thereby the rather 
be fet on work, whereby much flefh fhall be faved and inercaled ; 
and alfo for divers other confiderations, it was enacted, that all form- 
er laws concerning tafting be repealed s—that none cat fich on Fri- 
days, Saturdays, and embering days, nor in Lent, nor on any fuch 


other day as is and has been accounted a filh day (this claufe feems ~ 


o 


. were fo liable to. B 
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z -a loophole), on pain of fop. 
to be purpofely ener as ree a fie un e vina 
ego T , fleth and 20fand twenty days imprifonmen; 
pan fate es following offence._This act was “ not to 
Re em who might have the king’s licence, nor to aged, weakly, 
i fick, or maimed perfons, nor to women with child or gi nor to 
 prifoners, nor to the king’s lieutenants, or captains E E pI si 
« forts; neither was it to extend to St. Lawrence ae x } = a , 
‘ nor to any who heretofore had obtained licence from the arch ithop 
i { Be 
& ae Edw. VI, c. 6.} for the encouragement of the New. 
foundland and Iceland fifheries, obferves in the preamble, that within 
a few years paft the officers of the admiralty had exacted fums of mo- 
ney, fhares of fih, &c. from the fifhermen, to the great difcourage- 


. ment of the fifheries, and damage of the whole commonwealth ; and 


therefor enacted, that all fuch exactions fhould be abolifhed. 

About this time the Emperor Charles V is faid to have begun to 
execute a defign he had long been forming, of reducing the republic of 
Genoa toa flate of abfolute dependence on him, thereby to keep a 
door always open for his armies from Spain to paf into Italy. For the 
Genoefe, notwithftanding the decay of their former vaft commerce, were 
fill immenfely rich, and being great bankers and dealers in money, he 
reafonably concluded, that if, by extraordinary allowances for intereft, he 
could draw their moneys into his exchequer, he fhould, in that cafe, pof- 
fefs himfelf of the fureft pledges he could have of their fidelity. In this 


year, therefor, that emperor being in the Netherlands, fent for his 
eldeft fon Philip, who failing 


through Germany to his fath 
entertained him with fur 


Mailly). The prince, whilft there, propofed t 
would fecure them from 


fenate, who were wi 
nue, which occafi 


ò tI è 
adeat ween them and the Genoefe, 


$ prince glad to leav È ae 
Mailly) the emperor one mee eave Genoa. . Whereupon (fays De 


meafures to feci i fide- 
ji . ; l ecure tò himfelf the fide 
ene aoe ; for he determined never to pay the fums which 
eee owed o them for his occafions in Italy and the Nether- 
ee s ee alfo Thuani biffori i to pay them the inter 
eft, to the en ay them the inter- 
d that re ebt, they might live T 
Hisi a ; with a prince who owe 
“1s ton Philip I on his father’s cheine, 
wed of them on the fe- 
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curity of the duties on the commerce of Spain and America. But 
Pbilip being foon after greatly exhaufted by his Netherland wars, not 
only {ufpended the payment of any part of the principal, but even of 
the intereft, which produced much clamour and diftrefs at Genoa, 
where fo many families lived entirely on the intereft of the money got-- 
ten in traffic by their anceftors *. King Philip’s real or pretended ina- 
bility to pay even the intereft of thofe vaft fums, made him at firft be- 
gin to cavil with the creditors, on account of pretended mifreckonings, 
and to infift that he had overpaid their intereft: He therefor obtained 
the pope’s approbation for deducting out of their principal debt fo 
much as they had received more than what his holinefs and King Phi- 
lip thought fit to call legal intereft. On their capital, however, thus 
reduced, it is faid by fome (though it feems untruly) that the court of 
Spain were ever after pun@ual in paying the intereft. By thofe vaft- 
loans the Genoefe are faid, in a great meafure, to have governed the 
rate of intereft in other parts of Europe. Thus at firft they had ten 
per cent from thofe princes, afterwards it was reduced to {even per 
cent, and fince lower; and probably the fixing of ufury at ten per 
cent by law in England in the year 1 546, took its rife from the prac- 
tice of Genoa ft. 

1549.—King Edward VI granted a penfion of L166:13:4 to Sebaftian 
Cabot, who muft then have been an old man t, it being fifty-three years 
fince his voyage with his father to the American coafts in the reign of 


* Many families are faid to live in the fame < to be engaged in a foreign war, it is quickly 
manner now at Antwerp, the great commerce of < evident to their enemies, that they are not much 
which has long ago declined: So comfortable are < to’ be feared for their power; and to their 


the effeéts even of a departed commerce to the 
fucceeding generations, 

t The following paragraph of Mr. Anderfon’s 
being foreign to commercial hiftory, is inferted 
here, that his patriotic zeal may not be fup- 
preffed : 

And here let-us add a melancholy and moft in- 
terefting remark (for the ferious confideration of 
thofe to whom it more immediately relates in our 
own days), which was made many years ago by 
the ingenious Dr. D’Avenant, in his difcouries on 
the public revenues and trade of England, (in 
8vo, anno 1698.) < That thofe large anticipations 

of King Philip II, which were continued from 
year to year, without any meafures thought on 
for leffening the debt, have more contributed to 
fink the Spanifh monarchy than all their other 
bad counfels put together. The chief branches 
of that kingdom’s revenue being employed in 
Payment of interet of money borrowed ico 
years ago, the nourifhment which ‘fhould fup- 
port the body politic being diverted another 
way, it becomes weak and unable to refill ac- 
cidents: And when a people fo involved come 


a 
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‘ friends, that they are not to be depended 
‘on for help? All which, we fear, may foon 
become eminently the cafe much nearer home, 
than it was at the time when that able author thus 
folidly warned the government to beware of anti- 
cipations, the whole national debt fcarcely amount- 
ing in 1698 to ten millions. And although we 
have not intended nor prefumed to dedicate any 
part of our work to any minilter of ftate what- 
ever, yet upon a feview of this important remark 
of D’Avenant’s, the author, with profound re- 
fpeét, and purely out of his warm zeal for the 
public welfare, moft humbly prefumes to dedicate 
and recommend to our prefent patriot miniitry, 
and to their fucceffors in power, this fingle para- 
graph only, for their molt ferous confideration, 
as they would have the glorious epithet of patriot 
Joined to their names to lateft pofterity, humbly 
praying that his honeft zeal may not be conttrued 
as diétating to his fuperiors, which he is far from 
prefuming to do. 

+ He was alive 26th May 1557, on which day 
he furrendered his penfion. (Federa, 7. XY, 
p: 427.) M. 
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King Henry VII; and the penfion was continued to him during life 
ing ? 


; .| He was governor 

j Fædera, V. xv, pp- 181, 427 ] S of 
y a E find for the reft of his life the great director of 
the ¢ S 2 


naval expeditions. — vi 
ou hat ae young prince gave great affiftance to perfecuted foreign 
tani thouf: f whom fettled in fundry parts of Eng. 


roteftants m y hov fands (0) 
? a t 1 C = 2 4 

j i ark ra nterb 1 Sand WIC 
Jand, but pr incl pall y at London, Southw ark, | ul Wis h Ly i h, 


Maidftone, Southampton, Norwich, and Colchefter, where they had 
the free exercife of their religion in feparate congregations (fome of 
which remain’ to the prefent time) and where manufactures were fo 
greatly cultivated and improved by their means, as not ely i enrich 
thofe places where they were fettled, but to prove very beneficial to 
the whole kingdom. In the fhort perfecuting reign of Queen Mary 
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-thofe poor people were forced again to fly beyond fea; but at her 


death they returned to their habitations. They confifted of Wa lloons, 
Germans, French, Italians, Polanders, and Switzers 5 and there was in 
thofe times even a congregation of proteftant Spaniards in London. 
We have already remarked, that the humour of inclofing the lands 
of England for pafture, inftead of arable, had made the common people, 
at different times, very uneafy, infomuch that they had now begun vio- 
lently to`lay them open by infurrections in. many counties, without 
having patience for their being laid open by a proclamation from the 
king already iffued, becaufe the proprietors were not fo quick in obey- 
ing it as the mob expected. And of all others that in Norfolk in this 
year was the moft remarkable and furious, headed by Ket a tanner in 
Windham, and Flowerdew, who, by firing beacons and ringing bells, 
drew many thoufands of the lower people of Norfolk and Suffolk to 
join them, and committed many grievous and fhocking outrages. T hey 
did infinite damage and mifchief to the city of Norwich, which they 
almoft laid defolate, by either driving the induftrious and wealthy m- 
habitants out of it, or elfe miferably butchering them, infomuch that it 
me Eee a idle, loofe, and extravagant vagrants: ‘ In 
ae ee a Oy ee ese in his reflections on the Eaft-India 
* gerous to the povaninicie ihat k 1695), it was thought fo dir 
‘ reign, it was often debated > Ai ee ee oo pa 
not be demolifhed. But a bette oe He ee b 
* through the wifdom of IF ereat mE, a pageri Re 
* therland perfecution about twent TEY A ue sme TOL De fur- 
rection occafioned the flauchter Z years after this time.’ This in ore 
leader being hanged gater of about 5000 of the rioters, Ket then 
ged on the top of Norwich caftle. 


There had indeed b ae 
marfhy, and other inde Ae aaa lately made out of wafte, 


at i n and co i b 
great improvements were effected. But as oe ee grounds, ves a 
ecm ne poorer fort were there~ 
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by deprived of the benefit of fuch grounds for feeding their cattle and 
for fuel, it- is not much to be wondered at, that great clamoufs were 
thereby raifed, which at lengtli burft out into open riots, firft in Kent, 
and afterwards in the counties of Effex, Buckingham, Northampton, 
Somerfet, Lincoln, Norfolk, and Suffolk. 

` Henry II, king of France, caufed the houfes in Paris to be numbered, 
which amounted to 10,000, exclufive of churches, chapels, monatteries, 
colleges, and other public edifices, and of nine market houfes; and his 
fon Charles IX found 100,000 perfons in this city, befides ftrangers, 
fervants, and churchmen. 

An act of Parliament was pafled [3,4 Edw. VI, c. 2.] with many 
good provifions againft frauds in the woollen manufa@ture ; fuch as for 
the clothier’s feal on his cloth; againft overftretching the cloths; for 
the well-dying of cloths ; for the well-dying of all wools to be convert- 
ed into cloths, or into hats or caps; againft putting any deceitful thing 
upon cloth, fuch as flocks, chalk, flower, ftarch, &c.; againft the ufe 
of iron cards in the rowing of cloths; alfo for the juft meafuring of 
cloths. For all thefe purpofes overfeers are direéted to be annually 
appointed, not only in corporation towns, by their chief magiftrates, 
jointly with the wardens, &c. of the clothworkers, but in towns, vil- 
lages, and hamlets not incorporated, by the juftices of the peace jointly 
with the clothworkers ; which overfeers fhould, at leaft once in every 
quarter of a year, Ör as often as they might think needful, vifit cloth- 
iers, drapers, dyers, and preflers houfes, thops, &c. to which overfeers 
one moiety is hereby given of all the forfeitures and penalties of this 
act, and the other to the king, &c. This evidently fhows the care of 
the legiflature for that manufacture, and alfo that it was at this time uni- 
verfally {pread all over the kingdom, and in a flourifhing condition *. 

1550.—A treaty of perpetual peace, and of mutual intercourfe of 
commerce, was concluded between Edward VI of England and Henry 
II of France. The fubftance of what relates to commerce is as fol- 
lows. ; 

I) A free and undifturbed commerce fhall be between both na-` 
tions. 

I) The fhips of both nations going out armed, fhall, as in former 
treaties, {till give fecurity not to injure the other party in any refpect. 

NI) King Edward agrees, that in fix weeks time he will reftore to 
France the city, forts, and territory of Boulogne. In confideration 


thereof, Henry agrees to pay Edward 490,000 crowns of gold of 


the fun. For the performance of all which, and alfo of King Edward’s 
delivering up the caftles of Dunglas and Lawder to Queen Mary of 


* Another fatute was paffed in the next feffion but one for the very fame purpoles. — 


Vor. IF. @) 
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Scotland, and for conditionally demolifhing i Pa ARET ee 
Roxburgh, hoftages were delivered .on boti 3 o 
4 a acquittance for delivery of the artillery and nao ra i 
Boulogne, there is probably the earlieft mention of Hie ae y z ts 
« Jetz de fer’): notwithftanding which, we {hall fee that one x ets 
remained in ufe confiderably later than this time. [Fædera, V. xv, 
A a introdudtion of the inquifition in the Netherlands this year, 
created great uneafinefs, and even influenced commerce exceedingly. 
The emperor being defirous to have that infernal tribunal introduced 
into Antwerp, fo great was the influence of the Englifh merchants-ad- 
venturers at that time (fays Sleidan in his Commentaries, L. xxii.), that 
the city had no other means for effectually influencing the emperor, but 
to tell him, that the Englifh merchants would certainly leave the city 
and country if he brought the inquifition thither, which proved effec- 
tual. For it feems the emperor, on a ftriét inquiry, found that the Eng- 
lih merchants-adventurers employed at leaft 20,000 perfons in the city 
of Antwerp alone, befides 30,000 more in other parts of the Nether- 
lands *. 

Antwerp having had new and very ftrong walls built round it about 
this time (fays Guicciardin), including a large piece of ground for ad- 
ditional new ftreets, 3000 houfes on new foundations were erected, and 
above tooo old ones rebuilt larger and finer; fo that, Paris excepted 
(fays our author), there is hardly a city on this fide the Alps that ex- 
ceeds it in power and riches; and as, in general, it may be reckoned 
among the principal cities of Europe, fo particularly, with refpect to its 
valt commerce, it may be deemed almoft the firft in the world +. 

Yet Hes | Hiffory of the empire, V.ii, p. 108.] obferves, that the em- 
peror having this year iffued his vigorous and famous edict againft the 
Netherland proteftants, eftablifhing fundry tribunals of inquifition for 
their fevere punifhment, the edi@ paved the way for all the great EE 


which happened afterward in thofe provinces; but its immediate effect 
(as it regarded commerce), was fpreading terror and defpair amongft 
the manufacturers and merchants re 


, Which more efpeci i 
now to affed the tranquillity of Antwerp. eee iei 


of Candia and Chio in the Levan made a trading voyage to the iflands 


t, wh : 2 
Chio he found Englifh, as well o Tanem VNS Eaa 


: § as French and G : 
While Candia remained fubject to ice, and Ghio F ae Bue 


* Tt is proper to ob i I 
zi prop ferve, that this account is and therefor fo 


om a book written in vindicati 

I ation of the exclufive {core i 

1 n 

elaine of the company of Englifh merchant-ad- aan 
enturers, by J. Wheeler, their feeretary, in 1601 5 


me allowance muft be made on that 
mputation. 
t I apprehend this muft be 


the fame enlarge- 
ment already noted in the year z 


1543. M. 
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guered thofe iflands, the chriftian fhips frequented them no more, till 
their refpeđtive fovereigns concluded commercial treaties with the Ot- 
toman Porte. And this trade to thole eaftern territories of Venice gra- 
dually brought on a direét trade to Turkey, as will be feen in its proper 
place *. 

We have feen that the Portuguefe were acquainted with Japan ever 
fince the year 134°; they had got very great footing there about the 
ear 1550, or perhaps a little later: but, in the end, the intemperate 
zeal of their priefts and miflionaries for the propagation of their reli- 
gion, alarmed the Japanefe to fuch a degree, that after they had found 
means to gain the emperor’s favour, and had (as their hiftorians allege) 
converted about a third part of the people of that empire, they were all 
put to the moft cruel deaths, and rogether with them all the poor Japan- 
efe converts. Had the Portuguefe contented themfelves with enjoying. 
a toleration of their own religion for themfelves, they might probably 

have remained there to this day. 

The Portuguefe and others have accufed the Hollanders of having 
been inftrumental in this maflacre, becaufe they were the only chriftians 
excepted out of it. What is certain is, that they alone, of all chriftians, 
are permitted to trade thither to this day, although indeed they are fo 
very ftri@ly watched, that it is faid their guns, tackle, rudders, &c. are ` 
brought on fhore as fcon.as they arrive, ever fince the year 1640, that 
they landed fome cannon and a: munition ina private manner, and 
had, it feems, actually begun to erect a fort, under the colour of its be- 
ing only a large wacehouie ; which dfin, however, the Japanefe dif- 
covered in good time. Since then, the Dutch commerce to Japan: is 
faid not to be near fo gainful as before, being only what they call in In- 
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* The following paffage from the Journal of 
Sing Edward VI is weli worthy of attention 
1550, September 22. A proclamation wa- iet 
forth, by the which it was commanded, 1. That 
no kind of yictual, no wax, tallow, candles, nor no 
fuch thing (hould be carried ever, except to Ca- 
lais, putting in fureties to go thither. 2. That 
no maa thould buy or fell the fame things again, 
except breakers, who fhould noc have more than 
10 quarters of grain at ones. 3. Chat all par- 
tics fhouid divide themiclves into hundreds, rapes, 
and wapentakes, to look in their quarters what 
fuperfiucus corn were in every barn, and appoint 
it to be fold at a reafonable price. Ao, that 
one of them mull be in every market to fee the 
corn bought. Furthermore, whocver fhipped 
over any thing aforefaid to the parts beyond fea, 
or Scotland, aiter cizht days following the pub- 
lication of the proclamation, thouid forfeit his 
fhip and the ware therein, half to the lord of the 
franchize, and half to tne finder thereof; whofo 
* bought to fell again.after the day aforelaid, fhould 
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< forfeit all his goods, farms, and leafes to the ufe, 
© one half of the tinder, the other haf of the king ; 
© whofo brought not in corn to the market as he 
€ was appointed, fhould forfeit Lio, except the 


€ purveyors tcok it up, or it were fold to his 
: je 


Te rurther appears fom the fame Journal, that 
on the 15th of October 1550, prices were fet by 
authority of government on corn, butter, poultry, 
&e ; and that letters were fent ou the zoth of 
November to the gentlemen of every fhire, delir- 
ing them to enforce obedience to the proclama- 
tion for bringing provifious to markets. But the 
anfwers to thole letters reprefented that it would 
he impofiible to compell the people to “fell their 
goods for the bale money then in circulation, 
(fee the tab'e of money in the appendix, No. It) 
aud the proclamation was annulled by a fobfe- 
quent one of the 29th of November. ‘Such muit 
ever be the fate of any attempt to force che people 
to fell their goods without a futisfctery price; for 
people are never willing to be robbed. 
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r : : ry there, i. e. 
dia a country trade, without ua aei P e A Batavia k 
db -ao from Batavia thither, and back ag , OF 

trade by voyaging | India ; and it is faid, that during their fhort fta 
to fome other Poe ta “a ‘6 Aine a till their departure in a fmall ifland 
in Japan; they ae sane The productions of that great and opu- 
near the paik oe Ne aces in ereat abundance; the fineft of tea, 
lent empire, are corn à ear exceeding thofe of China ; filk, cot- 
porcelain, and lacquerea wat coe Be rigs NA 
ton, drugs, coral, ivory, diamonds, pear 3 é ao i nae as 3 
alfo much gold and filver, fine copper, iron, lead, bee ua eis € 
Dutch, in exchange, carry thither woollen = Te ag, 00 mi 
glaffes and other glafs-ware from Europe, and alfo the various merchan- 
dize of India, Perlia, and Aradia. cis ea A 

1551.—-Provifions appear to have been very dear at this time 2 Scot- 
Jand ; for an act was pafled [ Mar. parl. Vince 25. č anent the ordourmg 
< of every mannis houfe ; which limited archbifhops, bifhops, and earls, 
to eight difhes of meat ; abbats, priors, and deans, to fix; barons and 
freeholders to four ; and burgefles and fubftantial men, whether fpirit- 
ual er temporal, to three; and decreed that only one kind of meat 
fhould be in each dih. Marriage feafts, and entertainments made for 
foreigners by the lords fpiritual and temporal and the magiftrates of 
burghs, are exempted from the rigour of this fumptuary law. 5 

Sixty veflels failed this year from Southampton loaded with wool for 
the Netherlands. So great was the demand for the woollen manufactures 
of that country even now when England had made a confiderable pro- 
grefs in the fame manufacture. ; 

1552.—The ftatute [37 Hen. VHI, c. ọ-] for fixing the intereft of mo- 
ney at ten per cent was now repealed, and an act paffed [5, 6 Edw. VJ, 
c. 29.) prohibiting all perfons from lending or forbearing any fum of 
money for ufury or increafe above the fum lent to be received or hoped for, 
upon pain of ferfeiting the fum lent and the increafe 
ment and fine at the king’s pleafure. 

We have feen under the year 1515 a ftatute for afcertaining the 


Jength, breadth, and weight of Englith woollen cloths ; as alfo another 
more ample ftatute in the year 1540, 


ferent kinds of them. In this 


, With imprifon= 


es of England and Wales are afcer- 
breadths, weight, &c, whereby all for- 
ect are repealed. Yet, as perfect as this 
, there were many more fubfequent ones 
only for afcertainin g the true dimenfions 
regularities in the manufacture ; pee and reftraining frauds and ir- 


: full reci : 
tirefome and unprofitable to the on ee Poor 
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Another monopolizing a&t was now paffed relating to the manufac- 
ture of felt-hats and thrummed hats, coverlets, and dornecks (diaper li- 
nen), though fomewhat more moderate than that in favour of the city 
of York in the year 1544; for this law only confines the making of 
thofe goods to the city of Norwich, and to all other corporate or mar- 
ket-towns of that county. [5, 6 Edw. VI, c. 24.] 

The time was now at length come that the eyes of the Englifh were 
to be opened to difcover the immenfe damage fuftained by fuffering the 
German merchants of the houfe or college in London, called the Steel- 
yard, fo long to enjoy advantages in the duty or cuftom of exported 
Englifh cloths, far beyond what the native Englifh enjoyed ; which fu- 
perior advantage enjoyed by thofe foreigners began about this time to 
be more evidently feen and felt, as the foreign commerce of England 
became more diffufed. shes 

The cities of Antwerp and Hamburgh pofleffed at this time the prin- 
cipal commerce of the northern and middle parts of Europe; and their 
factors at the Steelyard ufually fet what prices they pleafed both on their 
imports and exports; and having the command of all the markets in 
England, with joint or united ftocks, they broke all other merchants. 
Upon thefe confiderations, the Englifh company of merchants-adven- 
turers made prefling remonftrances to the privy council. Thefe Han- 
featics were, moreover, accufed (and particularly thé Dantzickers) of 
defrauding the cuftoms, by colouring (j. e. taking under their own 
names, as they paid little or no cuftom) great quantities of the .mer- 
chandize of other foreigners not entitled to their immunities. They 
were alfo accufed of having frequently exceeded the bounds of even the 
great privileges granted to them; yet, by the force-of great prefents,. 
they had purchafed new grants. They traded in a body, and thereby 
underfold and ruined others *. And having for the laft forty-five years- 
had the fole command of our commerce, they had reduced the price of 
Englifh wool to 1/6 per ftone. In the preceding year they had ex-- 
/ported no fewer than 44,000 woollen cloths ofall forts, whilft all the 
Englifh merchants together had in the fame year exported but 1109 
cloths. The Steelyard merchants were alfo exempted from aliens’ du- 
ules, and yet all their exports and imports were made in: foreign bot- 
toms; a very confiderable lofs to the nation. 

Upon mature confideration of thefe and fuch like reafons and argu- 
ments, as well as of the enfwer thereto by the Steelyard or Hanfeatic 
merchants, and of records, charters, treaties, depofitions of witnedlés,. 
and other proofs, it was made apparent to the king’s privy council, 
1) That all the liberties and privileges claimed by, or pretended to be 
granted te the merchants of the Hanfe, are void by the laws of this 

* 
* This, though in fome cafes improbable, may in other refpeéts be practicable. 
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ave no fufficient corporation to receive the 
fame. À . 

TI) That fuch grants and privileges claimed by them do not extend 
to any perfons or towns certain, and therefore it is uncertain what per- 
fons or which towns fhould or ought to enjoy the faid privileges *; by 
yeafon of which uncertainty, they admit to their freedom and immuni- 
ties as many as they lift, to the great prejudice of the king’s cuftoms 
and to the common hurt of the realm. i 

I) That fuppofing the pretended grants were good in law, as indeed 
they are not, yet the fame were made on condition that they fhould 
not colour any other foreigner’s merchandize, as by fufficient proofs 
it appears they have done. 

IV) That above 100 years after the pretended privileges granted to 
them, they ufed to tranfport no merchandize out of this realm but-on: 
ly into their own countries: Neither did they import any merchandize 
but from their own countries: Whereas, at prefent they not only con- 
vey Engli merchandize into the Netherlands, and there fell them, to 
the great damage of the king’s own fubjects, but they alfo import mere 
chandize of all foreign countries, contrary to the true intent and mean- 
ing of their privileges. 

V) That in the time of King Edward IV they had forfeited their 
pretended privileges by means of war between the realm and them; 
(a. e. the Hanfe towns) whereupon a treaty was made, ftipulating that 
our Englith fubjects fhould enjoy the like privileges in Pruffia amd-othe 
Hanfeatic parts, and that no new exaétions fhould be laid on cheir DE 
fons or goods: Which treaty has been much broken in ee > a 
and efpecially at Dantzick, where no redrefs could ever be anak ia i 
pper puae ret oha king’s father or himfelf, for the an d woes 

n confideration of all w ich, the council decreed, that t} orivilecee 

liberties, and franchifes, claimed by the faid mercha. ee prey 

ih a ea y the faid merchants of the Steelyard, 

and prove better and more fufficier = See pe steclyard thall deciare 

Shc: Cae are p master for their claim in the pre- 
ing into this realm and soba cichents:all: fuch liberty of com- 
mercha ample manner as any other 
eid hen dary spon te per 
en [V. i, part 5-] feems a A ane ius Heny 

Ro oien “ick © think that the - 
IMI), 88 not laid on'them till the beatanivg 
“ata time too (adds eae om the beginning 
) when almof all the 


fince the reign of Henry 
of Q Ty is 
Queen Mary’s reign, 


* This was no quibble, 


but a folid and material objeGion. 
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* commerce of the Hanfe towns was reduced to the port of London 
‘ alone ; their other comptoirs, viz. Novogrod, Bergen, and Bruges, be- 
‘ ing almoft deferted and very little frequented by them.’ 

This is the fubftance of the whole bufinefs during the reign of Ed- 
ward VI, of reverfing the privileges of the Steelyard merchants, taken 
from our hiftories, but more particularly from J. Wheeler’s treatife of 
commerce, in 4to, anno 1601; and as he was then fecretary to the 
merchant-adventurers company, it is probably in the main a true ac- 
count, and is furely an ufeful part of commercial hiftory, Wheeler 
adds, that by reverfing their privileges, our own merchants-adventurers 
this fame year fhipped off 40,000 cloths for Flanders. Rapin, in his hiftory: 
of England, obferves, that the regent of Flanders, as well as the city of 
Hamburgh, earneftly folicited to have the Steelyard merchants re-inftat- 
ed, but to no purpofe. 

A projet was laid before the miniftry for opening Hull and South- 
ampton as free ports or mart towns; but it was not put in execution. In- 
deed thefe two ports feem extremely well fituated for fuch a fcheme, if 
at all practicable. 

By a ftatute for promoting tillage, and preventing the increafe of in- 
clofures for pafture [5, 6 Edw. VI, e. 5.] among fundry kinds of 


lands excepted out of the prohibitory aĉ, are thofe fet with faffron and. 


with hops. 

Three fhips from Briftol failed to Afafi and Santa Cruz in South Bar- 
bary, with linen and woollen cloth, coral, amber, and jett; and their 
returns were fugar, dates, almonds, and melafles. Hakluyt obferves, 
that till the preceding year 1551, England had no mercantile corre- 
fpondence with Barbary. [Voyages, V. ii, pp. 7, 8, 9-] 

By an act pafled this year [c. 5.] none but fuch as can fpend rco 
merks of yearly rent, or elfe are worth 1coo merks, or be the fons of 
dukes, marquiffes, earls, vifcounts, or barons, of the realm, hall have or 
keep in their houfes any veflel of wine exceeding ten gallons, on for- 
feiture of Lio. 

Il) None fhall keep a tavern for retailing wines, unlefs licenced ; and 
that only in cities, towns-corporate, burghs, port-towns,.or market 
towns; or in the towns of Gravefend, Sittingborn, Tuxford, and Bag- 


fhot, on forfeiture of Lro. And there fhall be only two taverns for re- - 


tailing wine in every.city or town, except in London, which may have 
forty taverns; York, eight taverns ; Norwich, four; Weftminfter, three ; 
Briftol, fix; Lincoln, three; Hull, four; Shrew{bury, three; Exeter,- 
four ; Salifbury, three; Gloucefter, four; Weft Chefter, four ; Here- 
ford, three; Worcefter, three ; Southampton, three ; Canterbury, four; 
Ipf{wich, three; Winchefter, three ; Oxford, three ; Cambridge, four ; 
Colchefter, three; Newcaftle upon Tyne, four. By this limitation, it 
may be thought that a-pretty near guefs may be made at the magnitude. 
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£ cities and towns, allowances being made for towns Gguated on very 
3 blic roads ; yet this matter is neverthelefs fill very npg ain. 

"ID None of the faid taverns {hall retail wines to be {pent or drank 


ba . sive houfes. 
; eir refpective : À 
oN noa may ufe in their own houfes (but not to fell) fuch 


Teh 


ines as they fhall import ; alfo high-fheriffs, magiftrates of cities and: 
wW 


towns, and inhabitants of fortified towns, may keep veflels of wines for 
et nfumption only. ee ‘ 
their aS (98 Sir John Davies) it 1s manifeft, that fince the laft 
< transfretation of King Richard II into Ireland, the crown of England 
© never fent over either numbers of men, or quantities of treafure, fuf- 
< ficient to defend the fmall territory of the Pale, much lefs to reduce 
< that which was loft, or to finifh the conqueft of the whole ifland.” He 
then fhows, that in this reign the border was extended beyond the limits 
of the Englifh pale, after breaking the O’Moors and O’Connors, and 
building the forts of Leix and Offaly, rooting out. thofe two rebellious 
fepts, apd planting Englith colonies in their room, in the reign of Queen 
Mary. pag 
That incomparable young prince, King Edward VI, died in July 155 3 
having juft before his death endowed three of the great London hofpi- 
tals, viz. Chrift’s, St. Thomas’s, and Bridewell. ; ; “4 
The annual expenfe of his houfehold was, according to Strype [V i, 
$: 454.1 
1ft year, 149,187. 
ad year, 46,902. 
3d year, 46,100. _ 
| Why this year fo far exceeds the reft we know 
5 not, nor why other years differ fo much ; un- 
a VERE TOSES 3 lefs it be from the great debafing of his filver 
: ; coins in every year of his reign but the laf. 
5th year, 62,863. 
6th year, 65,923. 
ioe ee year (fays Sir Jobn Boroughs, keeper of the records in 
j; e tower of London, in his treatife of the fovereignty of the Britiih 
sere written in 1633, and publifhed in 1651, p. 80.) ‘ Philip II king of 
- e eA PERSE APE his fubjeéts to fith upon the north coaft of 
PE talhe term of twenty-one years, paying yearly for the fame 
> Which was accordingly brought into the exchequer of Ireland, 


‘ and received by Sir Henry Fitton, beir i 
ecei , being then treafurer his 
* fon Sir Edward Fitton hath often teltified? noe 


ed I 8 oY ] 
a d 


the great privileges and i ities 
which the Hanfeatic Steelyard focie great privileges and immunitie 


oer : ty in London had enjoyed. ever fincé 
the reign of King Henry B Whereupon, AA a rest c the 
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‘ parliament of that time had laid a heavy duty (20 per cent) upon 
‘ their exports and imports,’ inftead of their antient duty of one per 
cent). He farther adds, ‘ that this aét was renewed in Queen Mary’s 
‘ firft parliament: But in the beginning of the year 1554, the queen, 
‘ to gratify the Hanfe towns, fufpended the execution of thofe aéts for 
* three years, and difcharged them from the payment of that heavy du- 
‘ ty, all acts to the contrary notwithflanding. And this (he obferves) 
was the firft effect of this queen’s alliance with the emperor ;’ fhe hav- 
ing juft been married to his eldeft fon Philip *. 

Two of the other three comptoirs of the Hanfe league were now alfo 
become of little confequence to them (fays Wardenhagen); ‘for firí. 
‘ Novogrod, by reafon of the czar’s arbitrary and tyrannical proceed- 
ings (who, without any juft grounds, affumed a power to imprifon the 
German merchants, and to feize on their effects), was now quite aban- 
doned ; the merchants having removed firft to Revel, and afterward to 
Narva. 
‘ Bergen in Norway was alfo deferted by the Hanfeatics, by reafon 
of the like arbitrary proceedings of the king of Denmark: For 
whereas the antient toll for paffing the found had been only a golden 
rofe-noble on every fail, which was always underftood to be meant on 
every fhip, the court of Denmark had for fome time paft put a new 
and arbitrary conftruétion on the word fail, by obliging all fhips to 
pay a rofe-noble for every fail in or belonging to each fhip. More 
over, not content with this impofition, they proceeded to lay a duty 
on the corn and other merchandize per laft or ton, diftiné from that 
on the fails; which burdens obliged the Vandalic Hanfe towns’ (i. e. 
thofe towns on the German fhore fituated within the Sound) < to re- 
‘ linquifh the Norway trade: And as they had vaft dealings in tranf- 
porting the corn of Poland and Livonia to other parts of Europe, 
thofe high tolls fo difcouraged them, that they alfo gradually left off 
that commerce, to which the Hollanders fucceeded, and have conti- 
nued therein ever fince, greatly to their advantage. Their third comp- 
toir, which was at Bruges, had, by the decay of that once molt opuient 
city, been removed firft to Dort, and afterward to ‘Antwerp ;’ where 
indeed it continued to profper for fome time after. 

Thuanus [Z. 51] affigns another good realon for the decline of the 
trade of the Hanfe towns to Bergen, where, he fays, the marks of their 


é 


‘ 


* Though Rapin exprefsly afferts that there 
were two adts of parliament, viz. one of the lat 
year of King Edward VI, and another of the firft 
of Queen Mary, for laying on that high duty on 
the imports and exports of the Steelyard mer- 
chants, yet in the printed ftatute-book there is not 
fo much as the title of either of thofe fuppofed 
ftat: tes; which may make it doubtiul whether 


Vou. II. 


both thofe tranfaftions were any other than orders 
or determinations of the council-boards of thofe 
times, which in thofe days, when the bounds of 
the prerogative were more extentive, frequently af- 
fumed fo great a latitude ; at leaft, if they were 
really ftatutes, we might have had their titles in 
the printed itatute-book. 


P 


. 
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ient. commerce are more plainly to be traced than ia spiel: elfe. 
Th the ‘cion of Frederick IT, the Danith gentry, allured by the profpeq 
In the SOEs to carry on merchandize and faétorage themfelves, ang 
ain, Se A fi 


a S aablifhed manufactures, which the Hanfe towns in vain urged the 
alfo ; 


i li ‘ . . 3 

A this I ose to Hakluyt, X. i1) Antony e aeie at 
Aleppo, obtained privileges from the Turkifh fultan, = ie (then at 
that place with an army going againit the Per fians) w dene y > was to 
pay no higher cuftom than the F rench or Venetians ; and he had liber- 
ty (without being difturbed by their confuls) to trade with his fhip or 
{hips to the Turkifh ports. eo ee: 

This year was diftinguifhed by a great geographical and mercantile 


‘difcovery. Some merchants of London, together with feveral noble- 


men, emulous of the fame, and defirous of fharing in the profits ac- 
quired by the Portuguefe and Spanifh difcoverers of unknown lands, 
eftablifhed a company, with a capital of L6ooo in 240 fhares of Las, 
for profecuting difcoveries. The celebrated Sebaftian Cabot, who was 
a principal advifer of the undertaking, was chofen their governor. 
Three vellels * were fitted out under the command of Sir Hugh Wil- 
loughby, and they carried letters from King Edward addrefled to all 
kings and princes, requefting their friendfhip. Sir Hugh Willoughby, 
being toffed about for a long time by tempeftuous weather, as far as 72 
degrees of north latitude, was compelled, by the fudden approach of 
winter, to run into an obfcure harbour in Ruffian Lapland, called Arci- 
na Keca, where he and the crews of two of his fhips (7o in number) 
were frozen to death ; and where {ome Ruffian fifhermen, in the fum- 
mer following, found him fitting in his cabin, with his diary and other 
papers before him ; it being the cuftom of thofe Laplanders to frequent 
the fea-coafts in fummer for the benefit of the fifhery ; but when win- 
ter approaches, to withdraw into the calmer inland parts, which occa- 

-fions thofe ftormy fhores to be defolate in winter. Richard Chancellor, 
however, in the third thip, accidentally fell into the bay of St. Nicholas, 

pe Nie a en ie Ruffian coaft, where no fhip had ever been 

crore, and’ landed at the abbey of St. Nicholas, near Archangel, 


nee only a caitle, determining to wait on the czar, John Bazilowitz, at 
at time engaged in the Livonian war; which war having greatly in- 
terrupted the Eaftland trade, that pr clir 
i 


: ince was the more inclinable, by 
Chancellor’s inter 2 i nclinable, 
pofition, to grant the Enelith confider Beat, 
: é s at 
Archangel, &c. The Ruf 8 derable privilege 


ee eal ans, before thole times, having no fea-ports 
ie: pin ë n is altic fhores, their rich furs, hemp, &c. were car- 

parts of Europe from the ports of Livonia, lately poffeffed 
* One of the veffels was i i 
plates of lead ; which. js Te drehed Wib gun 


l (Anglorum navigatio. ad Mofiovitas) written by ` 
genious invention in the acco 


d asa very in- Cl 
a very in- ement Adam, wh . ` ‘alg from 
unt of the voyage Chancellor, M, o received his materials fi 
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by the Teutonic knights of St. Mary of Jerufalem. Thus, though dif- 
appointed in their. hopes of arriving at China by this fuppofed north- 
eaft paflage, they-made an ufeful and profitable difcovery of a trade by 
fea to Ruffia ; and this difcovery, moreover, pointed out to the Englith 
the way to the whale-fifhery at Spitzbergen. 


Chancellor, from Archangel, by the governor’s leave and affiftance, ` 


travelled on fledges to the czar at Mofcow, of whom he obtained privi- 
leges for the Englifh merchants, and letters to King Edward. 

We muft here remark, that although Oéther had almoft 700 years 
before juftly delineated the coaft of Norway to the great King Alfred, 
yet through the negligence and ignorance of after times, the knowlége 
of it was utterly loft, that the famous Sebaftian Munfter’s Geographia 
vetus et nova, printed in folio at Bafil 1540, in a map of the moft 
northern parts of Europe, joins the country of Groneland, commonly 
called Old Greenland, (now known to be a part of the great continent 
of North America) to the north part of Norwegian Lapland, thereby 
making the Northern Ocean merely a great bay, entirely fhut in by 
thofe two countries. 

We find three fhips from Portfmouth trading for gold along the coaft 
of Guinea; though but one of thofe fhips returned home fafe from this 
adventure. In fome fubfequent years, we find by Hakluyt, &c. that the 
Englifh made voyages to Guinea, and imported confiderable quantities 
of gold and elephants teeth: Yet till the Negro trade was believed to 
be neceflary for the Weft India colonies, (however unjuftifiablé it may 
be deemed by many in a moral fenfe) it is {carcely probable that any 
confiderable trade to Guinea could have been long carried on to advan- 
tage, in a country producing fo few articles for commerce, as being able 
to take off fo little of the produce of other nations. è - 

By a flatute [1, 2 Phil. et Mar. c. 5] it was enacted, that when the 
common price of wheat fhould not exceed 6/8 per quarter, and rye 
4/ per quarter, barley 3/, then they might be exported any where but 
to the king and queen’s enemies. This fhows that thefe prices were then 
efteemed low, or at leaft moderate. 

1554.—The ambafladors of the free cities of the Hanfeatic lea gue hav- 
ing applied to Queen Mary, (who, as we have feen, had, on her marriage 
with the emperor’s fon, fufpended the abrogation of their privileges for 
three years) in behalf of the German merchants refiding in the Steel- 
yard at London, complaining, that by an act of the firft year of her 
reign, touching the payment of certain cuftoms or fubfidies called ton- 
nage and poundage, the merchants of the Steelyard were otherwife bur- 
dened’than heretofore, contrary to the effect of fuch charters and privi- 
leges as by fundry of her predeceffors kings of England had heretofore 
been granted to them: And the queen being informed that the faid de- 
claration or. complaint contains truth; and the being alfo defirous to 
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» : : reafonable fort the antient ami- 
COLNE, an oon ee ten raaa her dominions and the free 
and ONA e ee Aovarnanded her-treafurers and barons of the 
cities of the Han 3 aag , olier? fearchers, &c. in London and 
exchequer, her cultomers, ° he faid merchants of the Steelyard to im- 
other ports, freely to permit the 1a aS dewithcuttrequitine 
port and export all merchandize not prohibite anit Seah ae b 8 hee 
reater fubfidy or cuftom than in the time of her father or brother, 
She alfo granted them a licence to export woollen I on = Eng- 
jand of the value of L6 Sterling or under, unrowed, Be oe and 
unfhorn, without any penalty or forfeiture E N g te fta- 
tutes of the 27th and 33d years of King Henry VIII, pe ai iting the 
faid exportation ; the merchants of the Steelyard repreienting to the 
queen that the price of cloths was now fo enhanced that they could 
fend over none at all, without incurring the penalties of thofe acts. [Fe- 
dera, V. xv, p- 364- 
aE veil which, Wheeler [Treatife of commerce, p. 100} af- 
firms, that Queen Mary afterward revoked the faid privileges again, for 
that the Hanfes had broken promifes with -her, in continuing an 
unlawful trade in the Low Countries, whereby fhe loft in eleven months 
in her cufloms more than Lg360, befides great damage to her fubjedts: 
in their trade. And by Queen Elizabeth’s anfwers to the Hanfeatics, 
it feems probable that Wheeler’s is a true account. 4 
The famous Thomas (afterwards Sir Thomas) Grefham, the moft ` 
eminent merchant of thofe times, had been much employed by King 
Edward VI, as well as by Queen Mary, in tranfacting their bills of ex- 
change at Antwerp, and in purchafing ammunition, artillery, &c. for 
their ufe; for which fervices his daily allowance was twenty fhillings’ 
Sterling. [Fadera, V. xv, p. 371.) Sir Thomas’s prudent conduct in 
difcharging the debts due by Edward VI to the people of Antwerp, and 
his wife management of the exchange between London and Antwerp, 


whereby he faved that prince a confiderable fum of money, was greatly 
praifed. 


A ftatute [1, 2 Phil. et Mar. c. 
ers, woollen-drapers, haberd 
city, burgh, or corporation 


7] was made, prohibiting linen-drap- 
afhers, grocers, and mercers, not free of any 
town, and living in the open c ry out of 

city, burgh, | i pen country out. 
5 e) anes and towns, from vending their wares. by retail in cities: 
eS poe in open fairs, and by wholefale. The plaufible 
fame as me P- ee in the preamble of the ftatute is much the 

other monopoliz es, VI ; i iti ; 
o P wes ones, viz. for enabling thofe cities and 
and t Spor boy their people, to pay their fee-farms and taxes, 

ne Eee their utter decay, &c. : 
ne tollowing fumptuary la ini 

Teo mine wu r y law was made for reftraining the extrava- 
See 7 ae ower clafles of people and fervants in Eng- 
couraging our own manufactures, viz. © Whoevet 
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fhall wear filk in orgapon his hat, bonnet, girdle, fcabbard, hofe, thoes, 
or f{pur-leather, fhall be imprifoned for three months, and forfeit Lio, 
excepting magiftrates of corporations, and perfons of higher rank.’ And’ 
‘if any perfon knowing his fervant to offend againft this law, do not 
* put him forth of his fervice within 14 days, or fhall retain him again, 
‘ he fhall forfeit Lroo*.’ [1, 2 Phil. et Mar. c. 2.] 

By the encouragement of King Edward VI and others, the firft voy- 
age for difcoveries northward was made (as we have feen) in the’ 
laft year of that prince’s life, and a beginning made for a trade to Ruffia ; 
but Edward dying before he had executed a very ample charter to 
thofe adventurers, it was on the faid firft and fecond year of Philip and 
Mary, (6th of February) that the firft- charter of incorporation was: 
granted to the Ruffia company (as it has fince been ufually called), but 
then by the name of the merchants-adventurers, for the difcovery of 
lands, countries, ifles, &c. not before known or frequented by any Eng- 
lih. The preamble to this charter, and the fubftance of the whole it. 
fets forth is, that the marquis of Winchefter, then lord high treafurer ; 
the earl of Arimdel, lord fteward of the queen's houfehold; the eart: 
of Bedford, lord privy feal; the earl of Pembroke; the lord Howard: 
of Effingham, lord high admiral, &c. had already fitted out’ fhips for 
difcoveries of countries northward, north-eaftward, and north-weftward,. 
not as yet frequented by other chriftian monarchs in friendfhip with us:. 
To have one governor (the firft to be Sebaftian Cabot, during his life). 
and. twenty-eight of the moft fad (fedate), difcreet, and honeft of the 
faid fellowthips, four of whom to be called confuls, and the other:twen- 
ty-four to be called affiftants: The governor and two confuls (or three 
confuls in the governor’s abfence) and twelve affiftants, to be the quo- 
rum of a court. ‘This corporation might purchafe lands: to the yearly 
value of L66: 13:4, to have. perpetual fucceflion; a common feal ;: 
may plead and be impleaded ; may impofe multis, forfeitures, &c. on: 
offenders againft the company’s privileges, and may admit perfons from 
time to time to be free of the company—May make conquetts of 
lands of infidels fo to be difcovered by them. And whereas one of the: 
faid thips (Chancellor’s) fet forth laft year (1553), arrived fafe and win- 
tered in the dominions of our coufin and brother | ord John Bazilowitz,. 
emperor of all Ruflia, who entertained them honourably, &c. and: 
granted them letters to us, with licence freely to traffic in his country,. 
with other privileges under his fignet— Wherefore we grant this corpo- 
ration liberty to refort, not only to all parts of that emperor’s domi- 
nions, but to all other parts not known to our fubjedts, none of whom: 
but {fuch as (hall be free of, or licenced by this company, hall frequent 


4 


é 


* This ftatute, as: deitruétive of the freedom of trade, was repealed in the firi year of King James I. 
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the parts aforefaid, under forfeiture of fhips and merchandize ; one half 
to the crown, one half to the company. EnA TA AEE 
It feems the Briftol merchants had entere ye Ma mae oor 
after its difcovery, being encouraged therein by sur - afti x abot. 
The czar of Rufa made a very confiderable acquifition of territor 
by the conquett of Nagaian Tartary, efpecially the city and kingdom of 
Aftracan, whereby he became mafter of all the country on both fides 


p : nicati 
the vaft river Volga down to-the Cafpian fea ; and a communication 


was opened from Ruffia into that fea, and thence crofs it into Perfia, 
whither they have fince carried on a confiderable ee = 
1555— lwenty-two Dutch merchant fhips, homeward omad rom 
Spain, with Indian fpices,-&c. were attacked by nineteen French fhips 
of war and-fix {maller ones well armed, who ftopped the Dutch fhips 
with hooks and chains, fo that the fhips being clofely compacted toge- 
ther, the fight refembled one on dry land. After fix hours combat the 
French loft 1000 men, and the Dutch but 300. But a fire happening 
among the fhips, which confumed fix on each fide, the reft on both 
fides retired in confufion. This is the Dutch account ; [Meterani Hi/fo- 
ria Belgica, L.i, p. 14] but Thuanus LL. 26] varies the ftory fomewhat 
in favour of his countrymen the French, who, he fays, loft but 400 
men, and the Dutch rooo: and that in the confufion occafioned by 
the fire, which made the men of both nations run from fhip to fhip, it 
happened in five Dutch fhips that the majority were French, who hav- 
ing maftered the Dutch, carried the fhips into Dieppe, from whence 
they (the French fleet) had come; which port, adds this great author, 
had ever been a principal one for naval exploits. Thuanus, in effe, 
will have the victory to be on the fide of the French, yet he owns it 
was a lamentable victory, and greatly to their lofs. Both thofe authors 
admit the French to have been fuperior in number of fhips, men, and 
artillery, this fleet having been then a confiderable part of the whole 
Se EN ; but the Dutch {hips were larger and ftronger 
Much the like complaints, in relation to tl 


ie Englith woollen manu- 
facturers, as have been ma P i : 


de in the prefent time, wer d 
e, were, we find, made 
above 2co years ago, as appear atut l i 
imtitled, Who a he RE Eyi a aure [2, 3 Phil. et Marse. 11] 
meee x au ufe the trade of weaving, viz, that whereas the rich 
qe eng lo opprefs the weavers, fome by 
i vow REE antes 
ee ess looms, and maintaining them by journeymen and 
i rip a : ul ane by ingrofling looms into their hands, and let- 
ee nie 7 encslonale rents, as the poor artificers are not 
ae nemielves by, and much lefs their wives and families; 
“ome again, by giving much lefs wages for : 
eee ee ages for the workmanfhip of cloths 
cupations, &e. Wh : y they are forced utterly to forfake their oC- 
» OC. cretore it is hereby enacted, I) That no clothier, 
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living out of a city, borough, or market-town, fhall keep above one 
loom in his houfe, nor let out any loom for hire. II) That no woollen- 
weaver, living out of a city, burgh, or market town, fhall keep more. 
than two looms, nor more than two apprentices. IM) No weaver fhall 
have a tucking-mill, nor be a tucker, fuller, or dyer. IV) No tucker 

nor fuller fhall keep any loom in his houfe. V) No perfon, who has 

not heretofore been a clothmaker, fhall hereafter make or weave any” 
kind of broad white woollen cloths, but only in a city, burgh, town- 

Corporate, or market town, or elfe in fuch places where fuch cloths have 

been ufed to be commonly made for ten years preceding this a& *.. 
VI) No perfon fhall fet up as a weaver, unlefs he has previoufly ferved 

an apprenticefhip of feven years to that bufinefs. Laftly, Nothing in 

this act is to extend or be prejudicial to the inhabitants of the counties 

ef York, Cumberland, Northumberland, and Weftmoreland ; but they 
may keep looms in their houfes, and do every other matter relating to 

{pinning, weaving, and cloth-making in the faid counties as before the: 
making’ of this ftatute. 

Commerce beginning to increafe confiderably in the reign of Queen 
Mary, and the old roads being much frequented by heavy carriages, an 
act [2, 3 Phil. et Mar. c. 8] which is ftill in force, directed, that every 
parifh fhould annually elect two furveyors of the highways, to fee that 
the parifhioners, according to their lands, abilities, farms, &c. fhould 
fend their carts, horfes, men, tools, &c. four days in every year, for 
mending the roads. So’ that this is properly the firft general ftatute 
made for mending the roads, extending to all England and Wales, by 
the labour and expenfe of each refpeétive parifh alone ; and on that 
bottom alone, we find in all fix ftatutes relating to this fubje& in Queen 
Mary’s reign, and about nineteen in Queen Elizabeth’s reign, and one 
in King James Is reign; after which there were none of this fort till 
the reftoration of Charles II. The parochial means for keeping the 
roads in repair were found in moft cafes tolerably effetual, until after- 
the veftoration, when the vaft increafe of commerce and manufactures, 
and: of the capital city of London, with the concomitant increafe of 
luxury, brought in fuch numbers of heavy wheel-carriages, as rendered’ 
it by degrees impracticable, in moft cafes, for parifhes entitely to keep 
their own part of the roads in a tolerable condition, more efpecially in 
the counties lying nearer London, and in manufacturing counties. This 
has introduced the more equitable and effe@tual method of tolls, pay-- 
able at toll-gates (called turnpikes), by thofe who ufe and wear the 
roads: and many fubfequent local ftatutes have been made for thofe 
ends, and alfo feveral general ones for limiting the weight of waggon 
loads, the breadth of wheel-rims, called fellies, the number of horfes, &c.. 


* This claufe appears to have been well intended, that the fearchers might be the better enabled to. 
attend to the good of the manufaéture. 
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much occafion to TON eo nceming keeping the roads of England i 
What we have here taid c lied ohe fabjeét of deepening rivers ang 
castle eee EP former, we have feen that the firlt inftance 
Be a i ‘a the a&s for deepening the river 
thereof in the ftatute-book is found in the 4 po 2 Osea 
Lea from Ware to London [3 Hen. YA T,¢. 5. Ties é ae Ma es : sf 
that we find none till the reign of King Heni VAN pai ed an 
; : he fourth of King Henry VII 
omeedsteyeral Debois a Paa merely to thè fithing theret 
Sor PESON A fame king, for removing wears and en- 
and that of the eleventh of the fam 8» g ee ee 
eines from Southampton harbour, was for the like en 2 e and 
no more ftatutes of either kind till Queen Elizabeth’s soa B of 
which, as alfo fome. fubfequent ones, we may perhaps Do it ne ary 
to take a mọre particular notice of in their refpective places; as alfo 
ges Over rivers. 
Sa needs be a moft affeCting confideration, to read what the 
bifhop of Chiapa in Mexico relates concerning the deftruction of the 
native Indians of America by the Spaniards. In that humane prelate’s 
-account of their firft voyages to, and difcoveries in, the new world, 
(which country, he afferts, was granted to Spain by the papal fee, upon 
the exprefs condition alone of their inftructing the Indians in the chrif 
tian religion; whereas, inftead of converting their minds to the faith, 
they, by unparalleled cruelty, firft tortured and then butchered their bo- 
dies, merely for obliging them to difcover their treafures) it is related, 
that in the early times of the Emperor Charles V they had butchered 
upwards of forty millions of thofe poor Indians! 

The gold{miths of Scotland having debafed their filver plate to fix or 
feven penny fine, an act of the Scottifh parliament fixed the ftandard 
‘of filver plate at eleven penny fine, and gold plate at twenty-two carrats 
fine, both upon pain of death. By eleven penny fine here muft be un- 
derftood eleven ounces fine to a pound troy, and not eleven penny weight 


to an ounce ; fince the other fuppofition muft not only leave their filver 
plate very bafe, but it wo 


uld alfo be greatly difpr i fine- 

nefs of their gold plate. BigP croruontedito. the A 
John Bodin of Angers, the famous civilian and hiftorian, eftimates 
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ous perfecutions of Charles V in Germany, Francis II in France, and 
Mary in England, drove vaft numbers of people to fettle in Antwerp, 
which about this time was in the zenith of its profperity, the common 
refort of the traders of all nations, and the general ftorehoufe of the 
world, as Amfterdam is now*. He adds, that it was a common thing 
to fee 2500 fhips at once lying in the Scheld. 

The Ruffia company fent out their fecond adventure with their 
agents and factors, who had letters from King Philip and Queen Mary 
to the czar John Bazilowitz. They, in two fhips, failed up the river 
Dwina to Vologda, and thence Mr. Chancelor and his attendants trav- 
elled in fledges to Mofcow, where they were entertained at the czar’s 
expenfe, who now granted them and their fucceflors for ever the fol- 
lowing privileges, viz. 

1) Freedom to refort at all times, with their fhips, merchandize, ferv- 
ants, &c. into any part of his dominions, without any fafe conduct or 
licence being required of them. 

If) Neither their perfons nor goods fhall be arrefted, but only for 
their proper and perfonal debts, &c.. 

III) Power is given them to chufe their own brokers, fkippers, 
packers, weighers, meafurers, waggoners, &c. to adminifter an oath 
to them, and to punifh them for mifdemeanors. 

IV) The chief factor recommended by the company to the czar, to 
have full power to govern all the Englifh in his dominions, and to ad- 
minifter juftice between them in all caufes, quarrels, &c. and to make 
fuch a¢ts and ordinances, with his affiftants, as he fhall think meet for 
the good government of the merchants and all other Englifh there, and 
to fine and imprifon them. 

V) The czar’s officers and minifters fhall aid and aflift the faid fac- 
tors againft the rebellious Englifh, and lend them prifons and inftru- 
ments of punifhment, &c. 

VI) Juftice fhall be duly adminiftered in any complaints of the Eng- 
lith againft Ruffians,. and the Englith fhall be firft heard, and may, in 
eafe of abfence, appoint an attorney. 

VII) In cafe any Englifhman be wounded or killed, due punifhment: 
fhall be inflicted ; and in cafe the Englifh fhall wound or kill any, nel- 
ther their, nor the company’s goods, fhall be forfeited on that account. 

VIN) The Englifh arrefted for debt fhall not be imprifoned if they 
can give bail. - 

IX) If Englith thips fhall be robbed or damaged in or near Ruffia 
by pirates, &c. the czar will do his utmoft to procure fatisfaction. i 

X) The czar promifes, for him and. his fucceffors, to perform, main=: 


. * Whatever Amfterdam might be in Huet’s, or puted in any part of Europe, that London. is the: 
even in Anderfon’s, time,, it will. not now be dif- general ftorchoufe of the world. Jf. 
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tain, and obferve all the aforefaid privileges, &c. and for that Purpofe 
is fignet thereto. 
cee i law was made [2, 3 Cea P = lee con- 
firming former ineffectual ones of Henry ae awaa for 
gathering weekly relief for the aged and impotent poo sores y parith, 
by the charitable devotion of the inhabitants, &c. an hese: that 
a poor man licenced to beg fhould wear a badge on his breaft and back 
7 * 
a ae this time the merchants of London had ue fettled in 
the Canaries, as we learn from an account of a voyage by : omfon an 
Englifhman, who in his paflage from Cadiz to New Spain, found them 
there. He relates, that when he was at Mexico, in the year 1556, there 


a were not above 1500 families of Spaniards in that great city ; but that 
in the fuburbs there were computed to be at leaft 300,000 Indian in- 
habitants. 


Captain Stephen Burrough, in the Ruflia company’s fervice, 
failed northward towards Nova Zembla, in order to difcover the great 
river Oby, in the Tartarian fea; but he was unable to pafs the ftraits 
of Weygats, becaufe of the huge quantities of ice, and therefor return- 
ed unfuccefsful. 

The Ruffia company fent out two fhips, which returned the fame 

} year with the two fhips which had been frozen up in Lapland in 1553, 
Gn one of which was Sir Hugh Willoughby’s body.) They alfo 
brought over an ambaflador from Ruffia to Queen Mary; but he being 
= fhipwrecked on the coaft of Scotland, loft almoft all the fine prefents 
i ‘he had brought for the king and queen: yet being on his return, he 
y received fundry rich prefents for the czar, and alfo for himfelf. 
1557:-—The next year the company fent four veffels to Ruffia. They 
carried home the czar’s ambaffador, and with him Mr. Anthony Jenkin- 
fon, who the next year made very ufeful difcoveries towards Perfia, for 
the benefit of the company’s commerce. 

It was in this year 
1683, part TJI, >. 
England, The ane 
in London. The fine flint glafs 
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1558.—After England had held the town and port of Calais (with 
its dependent garrifons of Guifnes and Hamme) for 211 years (the 
only part of the continent of France till now held by England), during 
which time it was not only a door always open for the invafion of 
France, but, which is more to our purpofe, was extremely well fituated 
for a ftaple port, to difperfe, in more early times, the wool, lead, and 
tin, and in later times the woollen manufa@tures of England into the 
inland countries of the Netherlands, France, and Germany, the lofs 
of this moft important place was undoubtedly a confiderable prejudice 
to the commerce, and not a little to the honour and influence of Eng- 
land. Thefe confiderations fo affected Queen Mary, that fhe faid, if, 
when after her death, fhe fhould be opened, Calais would be found at 
her heart. Hereupon the ftaple for wool, &c. was removed to Bruges, 
to the great benefit of that city, now declining from its antient opulence. 
and grandeur. . 

The Ruffians, having in this year conquered Narva in Livonia, and 
thereby gained an.opening into the Baltic fea, eftablifhed it as an em- 
porium or ftaple port for the trade of Ruffia with the reft of Europe. 
The Hanfeatic merchants hereupon removed their comptoir from Re- 
vel, where it had been fixed fince the Mufcovites had barbaroufly driven. 
them from Novogrod. Thuanus [Z. li.] only obferves, that the Ruflians 
removed the ftaple to Narva, which; as far as related to their own trade, 
it was in a great meafure in their own power to do; yet the great mafter 
of the Teutonic: knights of Livonia, and alfo the archbifhop of Riga, 
made grievous complaints to the Emperor Ferdinand of the great in- 


jury done to the empire, by drawing the trade from Revel to Narva 5 


for at the fame time the Englifh, Dutch, and French merchants remov- 
ed alfo trom Revel to Narva. Werdenhagen afligns two other reafons for 
the removal of the Hanfeatics from Revel to Narva, viz. 1) The felfithnefs 
of the Revalians, who fain would have monopolized the entire com- 
merce. II) Their other motive for removing to Narva, was chiefly 
with a view to be nearer to Novogrod, their antiently beloved refidence, 
where they much longed to fettle again, (and whither, it feems, they 
fent envoys in the year 1603, for that end, and where, in 1620, the 
czar Demetrius gave them leave to ere@ a houfe for their commerce, 
though, by reafon of the great declenfion of the general commerce of 
the Hanfeatics, little good came of it.) The removal of the ftaple 8 
Narva was the handle which Eric XLV of Sweden foon after made ufe 
of to.feize the fhips of Lubeck returning from Narva (fays our Han-- 
featic hiftorian), and to carry them to Revel and Stockholm, which 
produced a war of eight years between the Hanfe towns and Sweden,. 
to which a period was put by a treaty at Stetin in 1571: Yet the 
Hanfe league was {till confiderable enough for the Emperor Ferdinand“ 
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to recommend to them, in this very year, GO E of Livonia, then 
a obferved that the comptoi: of the Fanfe towns at 
Bergen in Norway began to be deferted about te T 15 53, chiefly 
ening (fay the Hanfeatic writers), to the arbitrary ee ees in- 
creafe of the toll in the found by Ghriftiern mI o enmar pa which 
produced much altercation, infomuch that in this year 15 s en that 
king died, that comptoir was almoft funk to nothing, E e having 
greatly flourifhed for about 300 years; yet others impute the true caufe 
of that decline to the Danes themfelves about this time, who began to 
traffic on their own bottoms, whereby that court (like England) faw 
the expediency of abridging thofe Hanfeatics of their antient excéflive 
privileges and prerogatives at Bergen, which, they alleged, had been 
granted to them by former Danifh kings. : 
That moft diligent agent for the Ruffia company, Mr. Anthony Jen- 
kinfon, now firft fet on foot a new channel of trade, through Ruffia in- 
to Perfia, for raw filk, &c. He failed down the great river Volga to 
Nifi-Novogrod, Cafan, and Aftracan, and thence acrofs the Cafpian fea 


` to Perfia. At Boghar, a goodly city, he found merchants from India, 


Perfia, Ruffia, and Cathay (z.¢. China), from which it was a nine months 
journey to Boghar. Jenkinfon returned the fame way to Colmogro, in 
the bay of St. Nicholas, in the year 1560, and fo home the fame year 
to England. On his return, he publifhed the firft map of Ruffia that 
had ever been made. This voyage, it feems, he performed feven dif- 
ferent times: Yet fo promifing a profpect for that company was drop- 
ped fome few years after, and remained as if it had never been, till the 
year 1741, when it was revived by an act of parliament, enabling the 
Ruflia company to trade thence into Perfia, upon which confiderable 
quantities of raw filk were brought home by the very fame way that 


Jenkinfon took from Perfia to Ruffia, and thence to England: Yet the 
continual troubles and ravages in Perfia have fince fufpended the good 
effects of that law. 
In this laft year of Queen Mary, a 
the queen by the: citizens of Lon 

which was levied of the compani 
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‘ That fince the making of the faid ftatutes, other fovereign princes; 
< finding themfelves aggrieved with the faid acts, as thinking that the 


‘ have made like penal laws again{ft fuch as fhould fhip out of their 
` countries, in any other veffels than.of their feveral countries and do- 
minions; by reafon whereof thes- hath not only grown great dif- 
pleafure berwixt the foreign princes and the kings of this realm, but 

‘alfo the merchants have been fore grieved and endamaged. Yet 
< whereas fundry of the queen’s fubje@ts do frequently enter the mer- 
‘ chandize of aliens (liable to double duties) im their own names, 
< whereby the queen is defrauded in her revenue; wherefore it was now 
* enacted, that whoever fhall, in time of peace, and when there is no 
‘ reftraint made of Englifh fhips, either embark or unlade any mer- 
‘ chandize (mafts, raffe, pitch, tar, and corn only excepted) out of or 
‘ into any foreign bottom or fhip, and whereof the mafter and the ma- 
< jor part of the failors are not Englith fubjedts, fhall anfwer and pay 
‘ for the faid merchandize the like cuftom and fubfidy as aliens do." 
This judicious claufe in a great meafure anfwers the end propoied by 
the navigation acts, now to be repealed. Another claufe was inferted 
in favour of the two focieties of merchants-adventurers, and of the 
merchants of the ftaple, at their feveral fleets or fhippings of cloth and 
wool from the river Thames alone, made at moft twice in every year: 
< That thofe two focieties may lade the faid merchandize on foreigners 
< fhips, provided there be not Englifh fhips fufficient in number for 
< fuch embarkations, without being, for that caufe, fubjec& to aliens 
< duties.’ À 

< Laftly, the merchants of Briftol having of late fuftained great lofles 
< at fea from enemies, who have-taken all their beft fhips and much 
< fubftance, fo as they are unable to provide fufficient fhips of their 
< own within the time limited for the duration of this act (viz. five 
‘< years), if there be no Englifh fhipping fufficient within forty miles of 
€ Briftol, they may lade their merchandize on foreign fhips, without 
< being liable to aliens duties.’ 

Several other judicious regulations and laws were made in this firft 
year of her reign; as, ftatute 14, for regulating the manufacture of 
cloth and kerfey in certain towns in Effex; c. 15, for preventing the 
deftruction of timber in making iron; ¢. 17, againft taking the fpawn 
of falmons, trouts, &c. at improper feafons; which five ftatutes, like 
many more of her reign, were fo judicioufly framed, that they remam 
in force at this day, though with fome few improvements and alterations. 

1559-—Mezeray acquaints us, ‘ that King Henry Il of France was 
‘ the firt who now wore filk ftockings, at the marriage of his fifter to 
‘ the duke of Savoy: Yet,’ adds he, ‘ till the troubles under Charles IX 
< and Henry III, the courtiers did not ufe much filk; but after that 
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a, eee Or ae 
-rizens began to wear it frequently; for it is an infallible 
< the very citiz eand luxury are moft predominant during pub- 
© obfervation, that pride 4 j ; 
ae 
$ . es. . i ae 
pa eae manufa@ure of fine woollen cloth in the Spanifh Ne. 

1560.— digioufly great before the Englifh got fo 
herlands muft have been prodigioutly great be 5 : 
ae it. Louis Guicciardin, their hiftorian, affirms, that in thofe 
much into it. hens o packs of Spanifh wool had been an- 
former times, upwards of 40,000 p S n 

lly imported thither; but (adds he) as the Spaniards have, of late 

> . 
nua, i formerly, they do not now (in 
ears, made more cloth at home than ly, s ae 
yen? ‘iting this work) import into the Nether. 
this year 1560 that I am see ae ] The decreafe of th 
lands above 25,000 packs of Spanith wool yearly. ae the 
woollen manufacture of the Netherlands was, doubt els, es ee caufe 
of their importing a {maller quantity of Spanifh wool than formerly, 

icciardin di fe to aflign it. 
though Guicciardin did not choo Í 8 S : 
The poet Milton, in his brief hiftory of Mufcovia, fays, ‘ the En- 
< glifh began this year to trade to Narva in Livonia, the Lubeckers 
a ad Dantzickers having till then concealed that trade from other na- 
“tions” Although Milton does not mention the true reafon of this 
circumftance, we conceive it to proceed from the Ruffians having con- 
quered Narva, as we have feen two years before this time. 

Queen Elizabeth, finding the popifh princes very jealous of the fup- 
port given by her to the proteftants abroad as well as at home, wilely 
provided for her own fecurity, by filling her magazines with ammuni- 
tion, military and naval ftores. She foon after made gunpowder (a 

, ay SNES F282) 
new manufacture in England), and caufed brafs and iron ordnance to 
be cait: She alfo built a confiderable number of thips for war, whereb 
P 
fhe formed the moft refpectable fleet that England had ever feen ; and 
i P g feen ; 
for the fafeguard thereof, fhe ereéted Upnore caftle on the river Med- 
way : She moreover confiderably increafed the pay of her naval officers 
and feamen ; whereupon (fays Camden) foreigners ftiled her the re- 
{torer of naval glory and queen of the northern feas- 

In imitation of the queen, the opulent fubjećđts alfo built fhips of 
force. The national navy, including the queen’s and 
of war, was able to carry 20,000 fighting men againft 


England no longer depended on Hamburgh, Luk 
and Venice, for a fleet in time of war. 


$ Elizabeth, about this time, reftored ti 
ing purity than it had been for 209 years before; her fat} 
ng p ) I c her, more 
efpecially, pas, nes the clofe of his reign, thamefully debafed it 
y Mixing it with copper for his h g i a 
triment of the Wee hotest ac Pe gee 
Guicciardin (in his Defeription of the Nether]. 
even before their revolt from Spam, carried o 
about this time they brought annually from 


the private fhips 
an enemy ; and 
eck, Dantzick, Genoa; 


re filver coin nearer to its fter- 


inds) fays that the Dutch, 
n fo great a trade, that 
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nia, and Poland, 69,000 lafts of grain, chiefly rye, then- worth 
1,680,000 crowns of gold, or L560,000 Flemifh. Holland pofleffed 
above 800 good fhips, from 200 to 400 tons burden, and above 600 
bufles for fifhing, from rco to 200 tons. Fleets of 300 fhips together, 
from Dantzick and Livonia, arrived twice a-year at Amfterdam. 5c0 
great {hips were often feen lying together before that city, moft of them 
belonging to it ; fo that for the greatnefs of its commerce Amfterdam 
was even then next to Antwerp, of all the towns in the Netherlands. 
This authentic teftimony of the flourifhing ftate of Amfterdam at this 
time is fufficient to confute what too many have ignorantly written to 
the contrary. i 

Speaking of the commerce between the Netherlands and England, hé 
fays, they then imported upwards of 1200 facks of Englith wool 
to Bruges, worth 250,000 crowns; but, adds he, it is marvellous to 
think of the vaft quantity of drapery imported by the Englith into the 
Netherlands, being undoubtedly, one year with another, above 200,000 
pieces of all kinds, which, at the moft moderate rate of twenty-five 
crowns per piece, is five millions of crowns, or ten millions of Dutch 
guilders (about one million of pounds Sterling) ; fo that, fays he, thefe 
and other merchandize brought to us by the Englifh, and carried from 
us to them, may make the annual amount to be more than twelve mil- 
lions of crowns, or twenty-four millions of guilders (about L2,400,000 
Sterling), to the great benefit of both countries, neither of which could 
poflibly (or not without the greateft damage) difpenfe with this their 
vaft mutual commerce; of which the merchants on both fides are fo 
fenfible, that they have fallen into a way of infuring their merchandize 
from lofles at fea by a joint contribution. This is the firft inftance we 
have met with of infurances from loffes at fea, though probably in ufe 
before this time, and firft praétifed in Lombard-ftreet in the city of 
London, as will be feen under the year 160r. 

As Antwerp was in its zenith of profperity, we imagine that a ge- 
neral view of its commerce at this time, with all foreign nations (as 
given by Guicciardin), may not be unacceptable to many curious readers, 
as therein the ftate of manufaétures, product, &c. of different coun- 
tries may be feen, and fundry ufeful inferences may thence be drawn. ° 

‘ I) Befide the natives and the French, who are here very numerous, 
‘ there are fix principal foreign nations who refide at Antwerp, both 
‘ in war and peace, making above rooo merchants, including factors 
‘ and fervants, viz. 1) Germans, 2) Danes and Eafterlings, people 
‘ from the ports on the fouth fhores of the Baltic, from Denmark to 
‘ Livonia, 3) Italians, 4) Spaniards, 5) Englifh, and 6) Portuguefe: 
‘ Of thofe fix nations the Spaniards are the moft numerous. One of 
‘ thofe foreign merchants (the famous Fugger of Augfburg, whom 
‘he ftiles the prince of merchants) died worth above fix millions of 
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crowns. There are many natives there worth from 200,000 to 


* 400,000 crowns. 


= tov. in the mornings and evenings 
« JI) They meet twice a-day, in the 8 o°)" Oe 


j e her their interprete. 
< hour each time, at the Englith Bourfe, where, by -pretas 


s 


é 


6, 


and brokers, they buy and fell all kinds of ah aaa i Thence 
they go to the new Bourfe or principal Exchange, w es a a another 
hour each time, they tranfact all matters relating to Dı 3 x exchan ge 
with the above fix nations, and with France ; and allo for depofit 
(the loan of money) at intereft, which (he fays) is uiually 12 per 
cent per annum ; for fuch was the intereft paid by Charles V and his 
fon Philip II to the merchants here ; which high intereft (fays Guic- 
ciardin) brought the nobility to lend their money fecretly (the laws 
of nobility forbidding that practice) and made many lazy merchants 


‘ ikewife deal in that way, though fuch high intereft was a great 


-é 


a 


a 


a 


€ 


grievance to the poor, as well as a great obftruction to commerce. 

‘ I) With regard to their commerce with Italy, he fays, 

‘ They fend to Rome a great variety of woollen-drapery, linen, ta- 
peftry, and many other things, the returns being only money or bills 
of exchange. ; 

< To Ancona they fend great quantities of Englifh and Netherland 
cloths and ftuffs, linen, tapeftry, cochineal, &c. and bring back fuch 
{pices and drugs as the merchants of Ancona import from the Le- 
vant ; alfo filk, cotton, carpets, Turkey leather, &c. 

‘ To Bolonia they fend {erges and other ftuffs, tapeftries, linens, 
merceries, &c. and bring in return wrought filks, cloth of gold and 


* filver, crapes, caps, &c. 


$ 


“ per; and formerly, before the Portuguefe found the 


t 


< To Venice they fend jewels and pearls, cloth and wool of England 
in great quantities, draperies of the Netherlands, tapeftry, linen, co- 
chineal, and many kinds of mercery, fometimes alfo fugar and pep- 
} way to the {pice 
iflands, they brought back all forts of India {pices 


; and drugs ; and 
` even fo late as the year 1518, there arrived five Venetian galeafles at 
Antwerp, 


| Antwer laden with {pices and drugs for the fair there; but they: 
full bring from Venice the fineft and richeft wrought filks, camblets, 


4 
, b0grams, carpets, cottons, and great variety of merceries ;. alfo co- 
lours both for dyers and painters, : 


‘ To Naples they fend Netherland 
abundance, tapeftry, linens in va 
‘ merceries, as well of metals as of 
$ wrought filks, raw filk, thrown fi 
` of Aquila, and excellent manna. 


and Englifh cloths and. ftufis im 
ft quantities, and feveral forts of 
other materials *. The returns are 
Ik, fome fine furs or fkins, faffrom 


* By merceries 


Ghuicejartt 
Be ee iucciardin appears to under- a 
cales,, 


erdathery wares, and allihings retail, or by the little. balance. or: figall: 


, 


sae 


ix 
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‘ To Sicily they fend cloths and ferges in great quantities, linens, 
tapeftries, and innumerable forts of mercery, as well of metals as of 
many other kinds; and they bring back galls in great quantities, 
cummin, oranges, cotton, filk, and fometimes wines of various forts. 
` To Milan, Antwerp fends pepper, fugar, jewels, mufk, and other 
perfumes, great. quantities of Englith and Netherland cloths and 
ferges, tapeftries, vatt quantities of linens, Englifh and Spanifh wool, 
and ¢ochineal., The returns are great quantities of gold and filver 
thread ;- various wrought filks, gold ftuffs, fuftians, and dimities of 
many fine forts; fearlets, tammiues, and other fine- and curious dra- 
peries; great quantities of rice ; mufkets, and other armoury ; various 
forts of high-priced mercery ; and a confiderable quantity of Parme-: 
fan cheefe. A ; : 

‘.To Florence they fend many forts of woollen ftuffs, Englifh wool, 
linens, fans, frifes, even although by fea the Florentines and Vene- 
tians are better provided with Enghth wool on the fpot itfelf. From 
Florence they bring back many forts of very fine wrought filks, gold 
and filver ftuffs, and thread, fine fhalloons, then called raffes, and fine 
furs. 

* To Genoa they fend Englifh and Netherland cloths and ferges, ta- 
peftry, linens, mercery, utenfils, and houfehold furniture ; and they 
bring back vaft quantities of velvets of various prices (the beft in the 
world), fattins and other wrought filks, the beft of coral, mithridate, 
and treacle. By Genoa alfo, Antwerp fends to Mantua, Verona, Bref- 
cia, Vicenza, Modena, Lucca, &c. the fame forts of merchandize, and 
brings back the like returns as from Genoa. 

* From Italy they alfo bring by fea to the Netherlands the alum of Ci- 
vita Vecchia, the oils of Apulia, Genoa, and Pifa, various gums, fen- 
na in the leaf, fulphur, orpiment, &c.; and by fea alfo Italy receives 
from the Netherlands tin, lead, madder, Brafil wood, wax, leather, ` 


* flax, tallow, falt fith, timber, and fometimes corn and pulfe? Our 
author adds, ‘ that Antwerp’s imports from Italy of filks, gold and fil- 


ver thread, camblets, grograms, and other ftuffs (exclufive of other ` 


“ wares), amounted to three millions of crowns yearly,’ (each crown 
being equal to two Dutch guilders) or about L.600,000 Sterling. 


‘` Antwerp fends to Germany pretious ftones and pearls, f{pices, 
drugs, faffron, fugars, Englith cloths, as a rare and curious thing, 
and of high price; alfo a good deal of Netherland cloths * and ferges, 
tapeftry, an infinite quantity of linen, and mercery of all forts; and 
Antwerp receives from Germany, by land-carriage, filver in builion, 
quickfilver, immenfe quantities of copper, fine wool of Hefle, giats, 
fuftians of an high price (to the value of above 600,000 crowns year- 


* Hence it appears that the cloths of England were efteemed fuperior to thofe of the Netherlands. 


Vou. II. . R 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


A. D. 1560. 
130 


ares; tre; vat quantiti 
; i vers wares; faltpetre ; | es: 
‘ ly), woad, madder, = oe 7 very fine and good ; all kinds of 
< of mercery, and hou ie Soe aval alfo of arms; rhenifh wine, of 
« metals to an ineftima Caan of exquifite tafte, profitable fy 
: ; i 
great importance o ra eftion, and fo fafe, that one may . drink 
‘ health, and proper for aigeiti ie Swine, without affeéling “FE: 
; hof it as of any othe ; alta 
“ twice as much hich (he fays) they brought annua y above 
‘head or ftomach ; of w ronne per TOn, amounted to 1,444,009 
PS ae paigh, a Imoft incredible quantity of rhenifh 
¿ crowns.’ This was indeed an pe 
5 aes a ai mee. 
wine for one year’s ES Be Nonvay, Sweden; Ealla IAT 
< Antwerp fends by < eee a, o a fali 
% vonia, and Poland, vatt qu i a as linen, wro AN 
‘ lifh and Netherland cloths an , T Pe, P : 
es ffs. srograms, camblets, tapeftries, pretious ttones, Spa- 
‘ filks, gold fuis, grograms, Brafil wood, mercery, and houfehold 
‘ nith and other wines, alum, Bı l, 9 
= dai bundance. And Antwerp receives from Fofana eee Po- 
‘ undance. A e ; 
E REE E ft am : copper, brafs, faltpetre 
ount ; iron, copper, ; } 
* land wheat and rye to a valt amount; 1 leha ae 
‘ woad, madder, vitriol, flax, honey, wax, pitch ane tar, i a 
t afhes. fine {kins and furs of various kinds, leather, timbe fe 
: fhipwrights and houfe-carpenters) in vaft abundance ; g ae o 
t of beer, of high price. and efteem ; falted flefh ; falted, na : ae 
‘ fmoked fih; yellow amber in great quantities, and numpberlefs other 
< particulars +. 3 
r Antwerp fends to France pretious ftones, quickfilver, filvér in pe 
‘ lion, copper and -brafs wrought and unwrought, lead, tin, vermi fon) 
* azure blue and crimfon, fulphur, faltpetre, vitriol, camblets, and gro- 
‘ grams of Turkey, Englifh and Netherland cloths ‘and ferges, great 


a~ 


* Wheeler (who wrote in the year 1601) fays, 
‘that a little before the troubles in the Low 
t Countries, the Antwerpians were become the 
* greatefl dealers to Italy in Englifh and other 
« foreign merchandize, and alfo to Alexandria, ' 


€ who imported only ftone pots, brufhes, toys for 
t 
G 
‘ 
c 
{ Cyprus, and Tripoli in Syria, beating the Itali- < 
c 
£ 
c 
í 
£ 


children, and other -pedlars wares; but in lefs 
than forty years after, there were in London zt 
leaft an hundred Netherland. merchants, m 
brought thither all the commodities 7 which pE 
merchants of Italy, Germany, Spain, ranea 
and Eaftland (of all which nations there pan 
before that time divers famous and notable mich 
merchants and companies) ufed to bring 1t0 
‘England out of their own country direétly, to: 
the great damage of the faid- ftrangers, and © 
© the natural born Englifh merchants.’ f 
erp t We may here obferve, that the merchants © 
were the beft thofe northern countries, where the ports are gene 
* able to fupply Spain for the Indies at long cre- rally frozen up all the winter, not being able ™ 
* dit, whereby they fet their own Prices on their thofe times to finifh a voyage to the fouthern parts 

; merchandize. Antwerp alio now fupplied Ger- o Europe or up the Mediterranean, in due time to : 
znany Spain, Portugal, and Eaitland with get home before the winter, and feeing that they 

‘ the wanes which France was wont to fupply could be fupplied with the produce and manuface 
; t eat Bub not pat cighty years ago (i.e. tures of the whole world at Antwerp, found it mo 
* about 152c), fince there were nat in London convenient to make that city the grand ftaple 0 
* above tavelve or fixteen Low Country merchants, their whole commerce. y 


‘ans, Englifh, and Germans almoft entirely out 
* of that trade, as they alfo foon did the Germans 
“in the fairs and marts of their own country. 
i That thofe of Amfterdam, and other new up- 
« ftart towns of Holland, with their. great hulks 
. and other thips, began to diminifh the trade of 

“ the Eafterlings at Antwerp; and the Antw 
* merchants having great wealth, 


7 e oe ODS 
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* quantities of fine linen, tapeftry, leather, peltry, wax, madder, tallow, 
‘ dried flefh, and much falt fith, &c. And France fends back to Ant- 
* werp by fea, falt of Brouage to the value of 180,000 crowns; 40,000 
* bales of fine woad of Tholoufe, which at 74 crowns per bale, amounts 
‘ ‘to 300,000 crowns ; canvas, and other ftrong linen of Bretagne and 
‘ Normandy, in immenfe quantities ; about 40,000 tons of excellent 
‘ red and white wines, at about 25 crowns per ton; faffron, fyrup of 
‘ fugar, turpentine, pitch, paper of all kinds.to a great value, prunes, 
‘ Brafil wood *. By land alfo, France fends many fine and curious 
‘ things in gilding (d’orures), fome very fine cloths of Paris, Rouen, 
< ‘Tours, and Champagne, threads of Lyons, &c. which are highly 
‘ prized, excellent verdigreafe of Montpelier ; and, laftly, many forts of 
< merceries to a great value +. 

‘ To England, Antwerp fends jewels and pretious ftones, filver bul- 
‘ lion, quickfilver, wrought filks, cloth of gold and filver, gold and ‘fil- 
‘ ver thread, camblets, grograms, fpices, drugs, fugar, cotton, cummin, 
‘ galls, linens fine and coarfe, ferges, demy-oftades t, tapeftry, madder, 
‘ hops in great quantities, glafs, falt fifh, metallic and other merceries 
“ of all forts to a great value ; arms of all kinds, ammunition for war, 
‘and houfehold furniture. From England, Antwerp receives vaft 
< quantities of fine and coarfe draperies, fringes, and other things of 
< that kind, to a great value; the FINEST wooL, excellent faffron in fmall 
‘ quantities; a great quantity of lead and tin; fheep and rabbit fkins 
< without number, and various other forts of fine peltry and leather ; 
beer, cheefe, and other forts of provifions in great quantities; alfo 
‘ Malmfey wines, which the Enghfh import from Candia. 

£ To Scotland, Antwerp fends but little, as that country is chiefly 


-* fupplied from England and France. Antwerp, however, fends thither 


‘ fome fpicery, fugars, madder, wrought filks, camblets, ferges, linen 
‘ and mercery: And Scotland fends to Antwerp vaft quantities of pel- 
‘ try of many kinds, leather, wool, indifferent cloth, fine large pearls, 
< though not of quite fo good a water as the oriental ones. 

‘< To Ireland, Antwerp fends much the fame commodities and quan- 
‘ tities as to Scotland. And Antwerp takes from Ireland, fkins and 
‘ leather of divers forts, fome low-priced cloths, and other grofs things 
* of little value. 

‘ To Spain, Antwerp fends copper, brafs, and latten, wrought and 
‘t unwrought ; tin, lead, much woollen cloth of various kinds made in 
‘ the Netherlands, as alfo fome made in England ; ferges of all prices; 
‘ oftades and demy-oftades, tapeftry, fine and coarfe linens to a great va- 


* The French at this time had a fettlement in Brafil. 7 : 
+ The filk manufa@ture of France, now in its infancy, afforded as yet nothing for exportation. 
$ Queere, if worfteds? : 

Rz 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


132 ATD. 1560. 


feos flax thread, wax, pitch, madder, tallow, fulphur; and 
lue, camblets, -ve. falted flefh and fifh, butter and cheefe 

$ To Voy z of “oe a od &e. to a large amount ; a 

; ; SA maka up into filverfmith’s work J ma of all formaa 

< and ammunition ; houfehold furniture, Bee ot 2 kinds ; and 

« every thing elfe produced by human induf Y ane se at a Which 

« (fays our author) the meaner people of nae i ae averfion, 

< Of Spain, Antwerp takes jewels and pearls, go i fa en = u great 

‘ quantities, cochineal, farfaparilla, guaiacum, fa on A ae and 

* thrown, and worked up into various ftuffs, velvets, taffeties, falt, alum, 

< orchil, fine wool, iron, cordovan leather, wines of various kinds, oils, 

‘ vinegar, honey, melafles, Arabian gums, foap, fruits both moift and 

* dried, in vaft quantities; wines and fugars from the Canaries *. pe 

< To Portugal, Antwerp fends filver bullion, quickfilver, vermilion, 

copper, brafs, and latten, lead, tin, arms, artillery and ammunition, 

È < gold and filver thread, and fuch other wares before named as they 

‘ fend to Spain. From Portugal, Antwerp brings pearls and pretious 

* ftones, gold, {pices to the value of above a million of crowns annual- 

: ly, drugs, amber, mulk, civet, ivory in great quantities, aloes, rhu- 

‘ barb, anil, cotton, China root, and many other pretious things from 

` India, with which the greateft part of Europe is fupplied from Ant- 

‘ werp; alfo fugars from the ifland of St. Thome, under the equinoc- . 

“tial line, and from other iflands on the African coafts ;. Brafil wood: 

; ‘ for dyers; Malaguetta, or Guinea grains, and oth 


er drugs from the 
‘ weft coaft of Africa ; fugar alfo, and good wines from Madeira. And 
Ea * from Portugal itfelf, Antwer 


x p brings their falt, wines, and oils, woads, 
: : ; 

teeds, orchil, many forts of fruits both moift and dried, preferved and 
‘ candied, to a great value. ; i 


í Dies T : 1 | 
Laftly, to Barbary, Antwerp fends woollen cloth, ferges, linen, mer- 
: ae innumerable, metals, &c. And Antwerp brings from Barbary, 
_ Mgars, azure or anil (as the Portuguefe call it), gums, cologuintida, 
leather, peltry, and fine feathers.’ 

Thus we have a fummary view of the exports and imports of Ant- 
werp, the moft eminent city f then i 

z tl 4 city tor commerce then in Europe. The: port 

on is T 2 5 Se ete 7. 
> Sapna S Valen, was, in Cuicciardin’s days, 

n feen = i fhipping of Antwerp, where, fays he, 
Y G ye Carhar EGS 

ok 5: o; arge thips together, bound to or ře 
pai cS OF the world. He adds, that it was ufual for 
SO M O a t t 5 j 
ie ne day, and 400 te come up the Scheldt 12 
carts were conftan; 


chandize to and frorn à ty cmployed`in carrying mel 

3 rom t Bats Ẹ 2 arry ing 
dreds of wa m the Naghoouring countries befide many hun- 

§gons daily coming and goin » belide many 


g with palicngers ; and 500 
* Spain had üs ti i 
pain had not at this time received any fugars from the Weft Indies, 


rt OP 
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coaches ufed by people of diftinđtion: that in Antwerp there are 169 


bakers, 78 butchers*, 92 fifhmongers, 110 barbers and furgeons, 504 & 


tailors, 124 goldfmiths, (befide a great number of lapidaries and jewel- 
lers), 3c0 mafter painters, gravers, and carvers, mercers (i. e. retailers 
and pediars), &c. without number: That the city contains 13,500 
houfes: That lodgings are fo extravagantly dear as (except Lifbon) to 


{urpafs any city of Europe; infomuch, that a fet of lodgings of five or 


fix chambers, with a hall and garrets, do not let for lefs than 200 crowns 
yearly; and the greater lodgings and fmaller houfes ufually at 500 
crowns and upwards. Laftly, That by the great concourfe of ftrangers 
at Antwerp, advice of all that pafles in every other part of the world is 
brought thither. 

Having fufficiently enlarged on the noble city of Antwerp, Guicciar- 
din gives us a fketch of the herring fifhery of the maritime provinces 
of Frifeland (Groningen was then part of Frifeland), Holland, Zealand, 
and Flanders.. He fays, the number of fifhermen and veflels, efpecially 
of thofe four provinces, and of the French (with fome few Englith), 
fifhing firft on the coaft of Scotland, and next on that of England, is al- 
moft infinite. But, confining himfelf only to the Netherlands, con- 
cerning which he had made a very ftrict inquiry, he fays, that in peace- 
able times they employed 700 bufles and boats, which make each three 
voyages in the feafon; each veflel on an average being. computed to 
take feventy lafts of herrings in the feafon, each laft containing twelve 
barrels of goo or rooo herrings each barrel; and as a laft commonly 
yields Lro Flemifh, or about L6 Sterling, the total amount of one 
year’s herring fithery in. thofe four provinces is L490,0co Flemifh, or 
L294,000 Sterling +. ; 

That, notwithftanding the great ground which England has gained 
on the Netherlands in this preceding century, their woollen manufac- 
ture is ftill very great, although their own wool be very coarfe, com- 
pared to that of England and of Spain; as at Bois-le-duc, Delft, Haar- 
lem, Leyden, and Amfterdam, they make above 12,000 pieces of cloth 


and ferges, &c. at each place ; alfo at Ypres, where the antient hall for 


hA 


woollen cloth is; at St. Winnoxberg, Courtray, Menin, Tiel, and Lille, 
(which he eiteems the next in commerce to Antwerp and Amfterdam) 
Tournay, Mons, Valenciennes (where, befide woollen cloths, they make 
great quantities of taffeties, &c.). Maubeuge, Enghein, &e. make fine 
tape firies. ; 
Twenty thoufand pieces of linen, worth on an average ten crowns ^ 


* Is not the number of bakers and butchers too fithery of thofe four provinces at a million of 
{mal for a city which receives 400 fhips in a guilders, equal to Lico,oco Sterling, and their 
tide? M. ~ felmon thing in Holland and Zealand at 400,0¢0 

+ About fixty years after this time Sir Walter guilders. 

Raleigh computes the value of the cod and ling 
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j ) Bois-le-duc, as alfo great quantities „i 
a mee a ann ares At Nivelle- (five leagues from Brofll 
ae Feat quantities of very fine cambric, as alfo at Cambra 
eae which that fine manufacture has its name. At Courtray the 
make fine table-linen ; at Tiel, linen cloth and buckrams ; at Gh ent, 
the cloth called from it ghenting, m prodigious quantities, and varioy, 
forts of fine linen, woollens, tapeftries, fuftians, buckrams, &c. 

At the fame time, {peaking of the commerce of Amfterdam, he fays, 
that hips are conftantly feen in great numbers coming in and going 
out, not only to and from other parts of the Netherlands, but alf 
France, England, Germany, Spain, Portugal, Poland, Livonia, Norwa 
Sweden, &c. He obferves, that Veer (named alfo Campveer, or Ter. 
veer) in Zealand, owes its principal commerce to its having been for 
many years the ftaple port for all the Scottith fhipping. In conclufion, 
he pays the people of Holland the following fine compliment : They 
have no wine growing in their country, yet they have great.plenty of that 
liquor; nor flax of their own growth *, yet make the fineft linen in 


. the univerfe. They have no wool, either in good quality or quantity, 


yet make infinite quantities of good cloth. They raife no timber, yet 
they ufe more for fhips, dikes, &c. than perhaps all the reft of Europe 
together. And here let us add what Sir William Temple fays farther 
by way of encomium on Holland above an hundred years later, viz. 
“ Never any country traded fo much, and confumed fo little. They 
‘ buy infinitely, but it is to fell again ; they are the great matters of the 
‘ Indian {pices and Perfian filks, yet wear plain woollen, and feed upon 
“ their own fiih and roots; they fell the fineft of their’ own cloth to 
: France, and buy coarfe cloth out of England for their own wear ; they 
‘ fend abroad the beft of their own butter, and buy the cheapeft -out 
‘< of Ireland, or the north of England, for their own ufe. In fhort, 


< they furnifh infinite luxury, which they never pradtife, and traffic in 
* pleafures which they never tafte.’ 


* Thus, fays their own great De Witt, 
; diligence, vigilance, valour, and frugalit 
landers themfelves, but, by the nature 


“ cated to all foreigners who inhabit am 


This year (according to the judicious 


in his Intere/ of Holland, ate 
y, Not only natural to the Hol- 
of their country, are communi- 
ong them.’ 


Ms oia 
Great quantities of flax are raifed now in Holland 


ae 
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ty-eighth, year of her reign, in the former of which they firft had the 
defignation of merchants-adventurers given them. ] 

The fame year, the queen granted by charter to the merchants of 
Exeter, by the title of the governor, confuls, and fociety of merchants- 
adventurers of Exeter, an exclufive trade to France *. i 

Sigifmund, king of Poland, being at war with Ruflia, wrote to Queen 
Elizabeth, requefting her not to permit her fubjeéts to trade to Ruffia 
by the way of Narva, as furnifhing lis enemies with arts, arms, and. 
other neceflaries ; and he threatened fuch fhips as fhould fo trade with 
his utmoft refentment. But his threatenings on this and another famous 
occafion, hereafter to be noticed, were very little regarded. 

Eric XIV, king of Sweden, taking advantage of the depreffion of 
the German knights of the crofs by the Ruffians, accepted of the re-- 
queft of the town of Revel and of the country adjacent, to take them 
under his protection, whereby Sweden got a footing in Livonia; and by 
the acquifition of that fine country, which Sweden held till the former 
part of the eighteenth century, its commerce, wealth, and power were. 
confiderably increafed. 

1561.—In the next year, the Poles, Danes, Swedes, and Mufcovites, 
having in their turns gradually deprefled the power, and greatly leffen-. 
ed the dominions of the Teutonic order in Livonia, the great mafter of 
that order, Gottard Ketler, refigned that part of Livonia which now re- 
mained to them into the hands of the Poles, after that order had held 
it 357 years, according to Thuanus [Z. xxviii.] Ketler thereupon re- 
ceived from Sigifmund king of Poland the fovereignty of Courland and 
Semigallia, under the title of duke, to be held by him and. his. heirs of. 
the crown of Poland. PEE 

The Hamburghers ftill maintaining their claim to an exclufive fove- 
reignty on the river Elbe, for the fupport of which they had feized a. 
Danih fhip, Frederick II of Denmark, therefor now feized all the 
Hamburgh fhips in the Danih ports,.and after much difpute obliged 
that city to pay him 40,000 guilders for fatisfaction. 

Howell relates, [Mory of the World, V: ii, p. 222] that Queen Eliza-. 
beth, in this third year of her reign, was prefented with a pair of black 
knit filk ftockings by her filkwoman Mrs. Montague, and thenceforth 
fhe never wore cloth ones any more. He adds, that Henry VIII, that 
magnificent and expenfive prince, wore ordinarily cloth hofe, except 
when there came from Spain, by great chance, a pair of filk ftockings; , 


for Spain very early abounded in filk. His fon, Edward VI, was pre- 


fented with a pair of long Spanifh filk ftockings by his merchant Sir 
Thomas Grefham, and the-prefent was then much taken notice of. Thus. 
It appears. that the invention of knit filk ftockings came from Spain.. 


* Tueir privilege was confirmed and reflsiGed tu their own city by an a& of parliament 4 Jec. Zy 
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Others relate, that one William Rider, an appr ae on, Londen kyi 
feeing, at the houfe of an Italian mer chant, a pair 01 San. Se d Hook. 
ines from Mantua, very, ingenioufly made a pau oe Yue 
alain he prefented to William Earl of Pembroke, being the fir 
that kind worn in England, in the year 1564. j ; 

A -rich mine of copper was difcovered at Newlands, in Cum erlang 
which had been neglected many ages, fays Camden [Brz p. 631.] Ang 
at the fame time there was found in great abundance the {tone Called 
lapis calaminaris, or calamy ftone, fo neceflary for turning copper into 
brafs. , 

The country people, upon licence being granted for the exportation 
of grain, began to ply their hufbandry more diligently thar: ‘ormenly, 
by breaking up grounds which had remained untilled beyord all me. 
mory of man. à ; 

According to Malynes’s Centre of the circle of commerce *, P- 93, 
Ato, 1623, Queen Elizabeth granted a new charter [3zrio regni] of con. 
firmation to the corporation of the mayor and conftables of the ftaple 
of England, of all fuch privileges and liberties as they did, might, or 
ought to have enjoyed, one year before the lofs of Calais, by grant, 
charter, law, prefcription, or cuftom, notwithftanding any non-ufer, 
abufer, &c. 

The French feem to have traded very early to the coaft of Guinea 
and its neighbourhood ; forthe writer of an Englifh voyage to Guinea, 
inthe year 1591, fays, that about thirty years before that time the 
French traded from the ports of Normandy to the river Gambia with 
four or five fhips yearly F- [Hakluyt, V. ii, p. 189, part ii.) 

1562.—Some Frenchmen alfo, a 


an attempt to fettle in Florida; but not being fi i 
they were forced to abandon th oo 


) at enterprife, being almoft famithed for 
want of provifions, in the iene On 

year 1564, after rem ; wig 
fummers and one winter. ee seen 


em, 


R of 


Tndi 7 i 
ndia, as was practifed by the Portuguefe ; and three fhips, with 1200 


ut, but they were thipwrecked on the ifle of Madei- 


ta; and after a fey 
i i fe t KI to 
France without farther purfuing their original ee ey a 


Mr. John Hawki 
J ins, afi Ptions of fundry gentlemen, 


how fitted o ce fhi 
ut three fhips of 120 tons, and the {mall- 


* A treatife wri $ 
. ‘ritten a fi, : 
commerce. Thefe e Mifelden?s Circle of of Africa claims antiqui turies 
t The Frenchi ‘we been long dormant. -prior to this + an antıquity of two cen : 
Ommerce with the weft coaft place this time, as I have fhown in its prope 
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eft but 40), and having learned that negroes were a very good commo- 
dity in Hifpaniola, he failed to the coaft of Guinea, and took in ne- 
groes, and failed with them for Hifpaniola, where he fold his negroes 
and Englifh commodities, and loaded. home his three veffels with hides, 
fugar, and ginger, and alfo many pearls, returning home in the year 
1563, and making a profperous voyage. This feems to have been the 
very firft attempt from England for any negro trade. 

1563.—The Ruffia company did not lofe fight of their trade into Per- 


fia by the way of Ruffia; for in this year they fent three of their agents: 


to the Perfian court at Cafbin on the bufinefs of their. traffic. 

By an ordinance of this year, when the price of wheat does not ex-: 
ceed 10/, rye, peafe and beans 8/, and malt 6/8-per quarter, they may 
be exported in Englifh fhipping. This fhows that thofe prices were 


then: efteemed fo moderate, that for the benefit of farmers they might- 
be exported. Thus we fee that the rates of provifions, and confequent- - 
ly of living, are confiderably advanced fince the.coins were reduced to- 


the modern weight, &c. 


The firft ftatute was now enacted for the relief of the ‘poor, [fee the - 
year 1597]; for whereas hitherto all the a¢ts of parliament only recom- - 
mended voluntary contributions for the poor, it was-now found necef= - 
fary to goa ftep farther. It is certain that the fuppreffion of ‘the con- - 


vents had not a little increafed this diforder ; -thole houfes having been 


a great relief to the poor‘on their own lands; and in their-neighbour- - 


hood, to whom not only their kitchens but:-their granaries were ever 
open, more efpecially:in times of dearth.. When: therefor the churck 
lands were fold by King Henry-VIII at fuch eafy purchafes, it was then. 
declared to be for enabling the buyers to keep up that wonted hofpitas 


lity, which however- they greatly neglected to do: .And there was no = 


compulfory law till-the prefent act, which, after directing poor and im- 
potent perfons of every parifh to be relieved by what every perfon will 
of his charity give weekly, to be gathered by collectors, and diftributed 
to the poor, fo as none of them {hall openly go or fit begging; and if 
any parifhioner fhall obftinately refufe to -pay reafonably towards the 
relief of the poor, or fhall. difcourage others, then the juftices of the 
peace, at their quarter-feflions, may tax him to a reafonable weekly 
fum, which, if he refufes to-pay, they may commit him to prifon: Yet, 
where the parifhes have more poor than’they can relieve, the juftices 
may licence fo many of their poor as they fhall think good, to beg in 
one or more hundreds of the refpective county. Laftly, beggars, in any 
other place than where legally licenced, are to-be punifhed according to 
the laws againft vagabonds. [5 Eliz. c. 3.] 

The next ftatute of this feffion [c. 4], intitled, a repeal of fo much 
of former ftatutes as concern the hiring, keeping, departing, working, 
or order of fervants, labourers, &c. anda declaration, who fhall be cem- 

Vou. IT. i 
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and who in hufbandry, and their feve 
duties, &c. gives the fubftance of many former laws, with their impel 
feétions and contrariety 5 and remarks, that the wages, alcertained i 
many of thofe acts of parliament, were now become infuficient, } 
reafon of the advanced prices of all neceflaries fince thofe times. y y 
as large and comprehenfive as this a& is (which is partly ftill in forty 
there are fundry fubfequent ftatutes, both in this and fucceeding reign,’ 
2 
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pellable to ferve in handicrafts, 


for regulating difputes between mafters and their fervants, apprentice, 
and labourers, concerning their wages, time of labour, &c. i 
The next law [c: 5], intitled, conftitutions for the maintenance of th 
navy, &c. contains many good claufes for encouraging our own fhi : 
ping and mariners: As, 1) By permitting herrings, and other fith cau i 
on our coafts, to be exported duty free. II) That no foreign fhips fh, i 
carry any goods coaftwife from one Englifh port to another. HI) Wine 
and woad fhall be imported from France in Englith fhipping only ain 
fome inconfiderable exceptions. IV) That, for the maintenance of 
fhipping, the increafe of fifhermen and mariners, the repairing of : 
towns, and the increafe of the flefh victual of the realm, it fhall n PaA 
lawful for any to eat flefh on Wednefdays and Saturdays, under th nf $ 
feiture of L3 for each offence, excepting cafes of ficknefs, and alf hell 
by fpecial licences to be obtained; for which licences ‘peers = ie, 
pay Lr:6:8 to the poor’s box of the parith nights m hel cree 
13/4, and others 6/8 each. But no licence was to extend E a 
ing of beef on thofe days at any time of the year, no 7e the eat- 
oF T any year from Michaelmas to the 1ft a of May *. e eating of 
e ingenious author of the Prefent fte E 
. TIe aaa e that the e aS Wod Or 
1 is year Tho pee On ole 
How Gece are Le Son eae peaebridge, in onead 
excels all the earth in this refpe&, and Te times ? for now London 
ah in great quantities. pect, and fupplies many other nations 
1564.—Many good laws 
employment of he aes a ee i 
againft the importation of forej mproving the woollen manufacture, 
ones; and for: fetting up oe manufactures interfering with home 
anufactures, and improving old ones 


more efpecially fince the a 
act of parliament [5 epee Bos of Queen Elizabeth : Particularly 4° 


girdles, rapiers, knives, fh a 7) fii@ly prohibiting the importation ° 
bards, horfe-furniture of caths, hilts, pummels, lock h ss, Teab- 
laces, and pins, T hefe a Beads gloves, points Nae BA ther 
and the citi > ele regulations greatl =) ups, bits, ea Í 
itızens of Antwerp more efpeci 1 a anen Serene" i 
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fee the Englifh taking fuch large ftrides towards an univerfally-exten- 
five commerce. Moreover, the raifing the cuftom on cloth exported to 
the Netherlands, and of merchandize imported from thence into Eng- 
land; had given great offence to the Netherlanders. All thefe confi- 
derations now induced the duchefs of Parma, governefs of the Nether- 
lands, to iffue her proclamation prohibiting the exportation of any ma- 
terials for the above manufactures to England. Moreover, by way of 
retaliation, but under the pretext of the plague, which at this time 
raged in England, fhe prohibited the importation of Englifh woollen 
goods into the Netherlands. In this year, therefore, the Englifh com- 
pany of merchants-adventurers were obliged to carry their woollen 
cloths to Embden in Eaft Frifeland, where for a while they kept their 
ftaple, entirely deferting the Netherlands. Whereupon Philip Il of 
Spain abfolutely prohibited all his fubjects from trading with the Eng- 
lifh at Embden: Yet, in the end, the fteadinefs of Elizabeth got the 
better of all oppofition; for Philip, knowing that the true intereft of 
his Netherland fubjeéts required peace and commerce with England, 
found himfelf obliged to revoke all his prohibitions, and to admit the 
Englifh to trade with the Netherlands as formerly, on the bottom of the 
intercurfus magnus. Camden, in his hiftory of Queen Elizabeth, re- 
lates, that our general trade with the Netherlands at this time amount- 
ed to twelve millions of ducats, five millions of which was for Englith. 
cloth alone. : 

Queen Elizabeth concluded a general treaty of peace and commerce 
with King Charles IX of France, the commercial part of which was ex- 
actly the fame with that of the year 1559. [Fadera, V. xv, p. 640.] 

Puffendorf, in his hiftory of Sweden, relates, that about this time (for 
he is too regardlefs of chronology), in a fea-fight between the fleet of 
Eric XIV, king of Sweden, and that of Frederic I] of Denmark, the 


‘Swedifh fleet confifted of 40 fhips, their admiral fiip mounting 200 


brafs cannon ; which huge fhip being feparated from the reft of that 
fleet by a ftorm, fuftained alone the attack of the whole Danifh fleet, 
joined by that of Lubeck, and funk the admiral of the latter by her 
fide. But being at length furrounded and overpowered by the enemy’s 
fleet, fhe was fet on fire, and totally deftroyed.. This is probably the 
firft, and it is as probable will be the laft veffel of fo enormous a fize *.. 
The Hollanders, in the zenith of their naval power and glory, feldom 
or never went beyond go cannon for their firft-rate fhips of war ; and 
it feems more for the fake of found than for folid advantage, that the 
Englifh and French have run into an higher number of cannon. We 


* Unlefs we knew the fize of the brafs cannon, were not very heavy, may be inferred from the Hen- 
the number of them cannot warrant a belief that ry Grace de Dieu, built by King Henry VIL, car- 


‘the was larger than fome antient, or many modern, rying 122 guns, though only of roco tons bur- 


fhips. That the guns carried by fhips at this time den. 
S2 
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emark, that in proportion as the northern crowns in, 
> he fouthern parts of Europe, the 
: 5 h and commerce; and in nearly th 
1 n their naval ftrengt nerc j 
PS peir did the Hanfeatic towns Eron thols refpe 8s 
efpecially thofe within the Baltic fea. Mr. Burchet, -in his Naval hiftor 


may in this place T 


1 A) 
-_obferves, that as Denmark poffefles many iflands, and -a large extent of 


the ocean, the Danes have for-many ages had a confider. 
able hee Whereupon he inftances the uam joni he 
calls fignal) victory over the Swedith fleet, and their ac Sni l ip of 209 
cannon, which he fays was called the Nonefuch. ee 4 t i a little 
before, King Chriftian III, at the inftances of the French king Hen. 


ıry M, aided the Scots againft England with a fleet of 100 fail, manned 


with 10.000 men; which tranfaction is -however very {lightly touched 
> 


whereof 25,000 


L . + 
za PA cloth; and the other 5000 


eTe separ 
Ppears from an a& [6 Ann, c. 9] for the exportation of white woollen clothe 
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1565.—Admiral Coligny perfuaded Charles IX, king of France, again 
to attempt the fettlement of a colony in Florida; for which purpofe 
Laudonier was fent thither in three fhips, with people and necefiaries ; 
and he erected fort Caroline at the mouth of the river May. The next 


` year Ribault was fent thither ; but fix large fhips, purpofely fitted out 


from Spain for the deftruétion of the French fettlement, coming upon. 
the coaft, the French fhips got to fea, and efcaping tHe Spaniards, re- 
turned back to their fettlement, and prepared to attack the Spanifh 
fhips: But a fudden ftorm deftroying or difperfing all the French hips, 
encouraged the Spaniards to attack, and finally to deftroy the fort, 
where Laudonier was left with a few men, moft of whom the Spaniards 
flew. Laudonier, with a few more, efcaped to France by the way of 
England. 

It appears that the maritime ftrength of the Turks was at this time 
very confiderable; for although they failed in their attempt againft 
Malta (being forced this fame year to raife the fiege of it), they had in 
that expedition 160 galleys, 20 great fhips, fuch as we commonly call 
men of war, and a great number of fmaller veflels. [Meterani Hiftoria 
Belgica, L. i.] 

The firft new project in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, is her exclufive 
grant to Armigill Wade, Efq. and William Herle, Gent. for the fole 
making of brimftone for thirty years; and alfo for the fole making or 
extracting from certain herbs, roots, and feeds, an oil proper to be ufed 
for wool, and for drefling woollen cloth; they having, with great la- 
bour and application, and not a little expenfe, found out the faid fe- 
crets. [Fadera,V. xv, p. 650.] Thefe are the firft new and exclufive 
projets found in the Foedera; yet if none had been in the practice of 
either of them before in England, we cannot fo properly term them 
monopolies, the proper definition of which is an exclufion of all others 
from what they had been in the poffeffion and practice of till that ex- 
clufion took place. n 

Sir John Hawkins, in his voyage to the Spanifh Weft-Indies, forced 
a traffic with the people: of thofe parts, and did much mifchief to the 
Spaniards. ~ 

In the fame year, Queen Elizabeth, after reciting that fhe had hereto- 
fore granted licences to certain Dutch or Germans to dig for alum and 
copperas, as well as for gold, filver, copper, and quickfilver, in feveral 
counties, granted two exclufive patents to Humphreys and Shute (who 
had brought into England upwards of twenty foreign workmen) to dig 
and fearch for thofe metals, and alfo for tin and lead, and to refine the. 
fame in England, and within the Englifh pale in Ireland; and this is- 
known to this day by the name of the charter for the mines-royal. She 
alfo in the fame year granted them the fole ufe of the calamy ftone, or 
lapis calaminaris, for compofition of a mixed metal called latten, and all 
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forts of battery works, caft-work, and wire. And in the year 1568 fhe 
incorporated Sir Nicholas Bacon, lord-keeper of the great feal, Thomas 
duke of Norfolk, and others, jointly with the faid Humphreys and 
Shute, by the name and defignation of the governors, affiftants, and fo- 
ciety of the mineral and battery works *. eae 

Before this undertaking, it feems that all Englifh iron wire was made 
and drawn by man’s ftrength alone, in the foreft of Dean and elfewhere, 
until thofe foreigners introduced the method of drawing by a mill: 
wherefor, till then, they neither could make any great quantity of 
wire, nor fo good in quality. The greateft part therefor of the iron 
wire ufed in England, and alfo of ready-made wool cards, and fuch 
things, were till now imported from foreign parts. 

1566.—We have feen that King Henry VIII ereéted a marine corpo- 
ration, which has been of fingular utility to the navigation of England, 
intitled, the mafter, wardens, and affiftants of the trinity-houfe at Dept- 
ford-ftrond. They were now impowered, at their own cofts, from time 
to time, to erect beacons, marks, and figns for the fea, in fuch places of 
the fea-fhores and uplands near the fea-coafts for fea marks, as to them 
fhould feem requifite, and to continue and renew them at their cofts. 
[8 Elz. c. 13] 

It appears that the gold ducat or florin of Florence was now equal ta 
five fhillings Sterling. [Fædera, V. XV, p. 654.] 

The Englifh Ruffia company having in the preceding year fent feve- 
ral of their factors with Englifh cloth, &c. from Ruifia into Perfia, they 
found that the Venetians from Aleppo ufually bartered their woollen 
cloths and kerfies for raw filks, {pices, drugs, &c. and that much Vene- 
tian cloth was worn in Perfia. Tn this year they obtained from the fo- 
phi an immunity from tolls or cuftoms on their merchandize, and full 
protection for their perfons and goods. The company was moreover 
this year dignified by the fanion of an aG@ of parliament +; the rea- 
fons afligned for which were, I) ‘ That fundry fubje@s of the realm, 
‘ perceiving that divers Ruffian wares and merchandize are now im- 
‘ ported by the faid fellowfhip (after all their great charge and ‘travel); 
* fome of which be within this realm of good eftimation, minding, for 
‘ their peculiar gain, utterly to decay the trade of the faid fellowhhip f, 
* have, contrary to the tenor of the faid letters-patents, in great difor- 
* der, traded into the dominions of Ruffia, &c. to the great detriment 
* of this commonwealth. 

< II) And for that the name by which the faid fellowfhip is incor- 
* porated by the letters-patents of Queen Mary is long, and confifteth of 


* This charter of incorporation was made a book, is given at large by Hakluyt. [Voyages 
pretence for a copper bubble in the famous year V. i, p. 369, ed 1598. ] 


L720. 3 : t Here the marginal note fays, ¢ this is meant. 
+; The act, though not. printed in the ftatute < by Alderman ‘Bond the elder.” 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


A. D, 1566. 143 


‘ very many words, therefor be it enacted, that the faid fellowthip, 
‘ company, fociety, and corporation; fhall henceforth be called only by 
‘ the name of the fellowfhip of Englith merchants for difcovery of new 
trades ; by that name alone to continue a corporation for ever, with 
all the powers and privileges of their faid charter, or of any other 
corporation ; particularly, they may purchafe lands not exceeding 100 
merks yearly, &c. And that no part of the continent, ifles, ports, or 
arms of the fea of any emperor, king. prince, ruler, or governor, be- 
‘ fore the faid firft enterprife, not known or frequented by the fubjects 
of this realm, and lying from the city of London northwards, north- 
weftwards, or north-eaftwards, nor any parts now fubje& to the czar, 
John Bazilowitz, or to his fucceflors, fovereigns of Ruffia, nor the 
countries of Armenia, Media, Hyrcania, Perfia, or the Cafpian fea, 
nor any part of them, fhall be failed or trafficked into, nor frequent- 
ed by any fubjec&t of England, either by themfelves or their factors, 
&c. directly nor indirectly, other than by the order, agreement, con- 
fent, or ratification of the governor, confuls, and affiftants of the faid 
fellowfhip, or the more part of them and their fucceffors, upon pain, 
for every offence, to forfeit all fuch fhips, with their appurtenances, 
-goods, and merchandizes, one moiety to the queen, the other to the 
company. 

‘ 1) Provided, however, that it fhall be lawful for any. fubjec& of this 
realm to fail to the port, town, territory, or caftle of Wardhoufe, or 
to any of the coafts of Norway, for trade of fifhing, or any other 
‘ trade there ufed by Englith fubjedts. 

‘ 2) Provided that, for the better maintenance of the navy and ma- 
riners of this realm, it fhall not be lawful to the faid company to tran- 
{port any commodity of this realm to their new trade, but only in 
Englith fhips, and with a majority of Englifh mariners; and the like 
in bringing into this realm, and into Flanders, any merchandize from 
their new trade ; on pain, for every offence, of forfeiting L200, one 
moiety to the queen, and the other fhall go to any Englifh port town 
(having a decayed harbour) chat will fue for it. 

‘ 3) Provided, that no woollen cloths nor kerfies, unlefs they be all 
drefled, and for the moft part dyed within this realm, hall be export- 
ed to Ruffia, &c. by the faid company, under forfeiture of Ls for 
every fuch cloth ; moiety to the queen, moiety to the clothworkers 
company of London. 

‘ 4) Provided, that if in time of peace the faid fociety hall difcon- 
tinue wholly for the {pace of three years the difcharging their mer- 
chandize at the road of St. Nicholas bay in Ruffia, or at fome other 
Port lying on that north coaft of Ruffia, &c. then, during the time of 
any fuch difcontinuance, it fhall be lawful for all the fubjeéts of this 
realm to trade to the Narve, only in Englifh bottoms. 
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* s) Provided alfo, that every of the queen’s fubjects inhabiting the 
t city of York, and the towns of Newcattle upon Tyne, Hull, and 
‘ Bofton, who have for the fpace of ten years continually traded the 
« courfe of merchandize, and who before the 25th of December 1 567 
‘ fhall contribute, join, and put in ftock with the faid company, fuch 
« fum and fums of money as any of the faid company who hath tho- 
‘ « roughly continued and contributed to the faid new trade from the 
‘ year 1552 hath done, and before the faid 25th of December 1567 
< fhall do, for the furniture of one ordinary, full, and entire portion or 
‘ fhare, and in all things behave himfelf as others of the fociety are 
< bound to do, fhall from the faid 25th of December 1567 be account- 
* ed free, and as one of the faid fociety and company in all refpe@s.” 

This laft claufe, in favour of thofe northern ports, was occafioned’ by 
their having been early contributors to the firft attempt for a north-eatt. 
paflage. T : 

We need only farther to remark on this ftatute, that it was the firft 
which eftablifhed an exclufive mercantile corporation. 

By a ftatute for regulating the drapers company in the town of 
Shrewfbury, we learn that the trade in Welfh woollen cloth and lining,. 
commonly called Welfh cottons, frifes, and plains, had for a long time: 
been confiderable in that town; the drapers company there employing. 
above 600 perfons as fheermen or frifers. [8 Eliz. c. 7.] 

1567..-_The commotions were now beginning in the Netherlands ;: 
and the court of Spain rafhly determining to proceed to extremities with 
a people who highly prized their liberty, great and terrible were the 
confequences : for (as Sir William Temple obferves), upon the firft re- 
port of the duke of Alva coming into the Netherlands with 10,000 ve- 
teran foldiers, the trading people of the towns and country withdrew 
from the provinces in fuch vaft numbers, that the duchefs of Parma, 
the governefs, wrote to Philip IJ, that in a few days above 100,000 men 
had left the country, with their money and goods, and that more were 
following every day ; fo great an antipathy (fays that author) there ever 
appears between merchants and foldiers. The governefs, forefeeing the 
ills that were coming, defired leave to refign, and was fucceeded by the 
duke of Alva, whofe fevere and cruel proceedings, on account of the 
late infurrections, and in fupport of the inquifition, produced the convul- 
fions, which coft Europe fo much blood, and Spain a great part of the Low 
Country provinces. For after the feizure of the Counts Egmont and 
Horne, fuch numbers of Netherlanders were perfecuted by Alva, that 
Germany, the Eaft Country, Cleves, Embden, France, and England, 
were filled with thofe induftrious people, although the prifons in the 
Netherlands were likewife crowded with fuch as the cruel governor 
could detain, many of whom however efcaped out of prifon. Hence, 
fays Meteranus, after Alva had hanged, beheaded, and burnt fo many, 
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yet fo many more had fled to find fhelter and bread for their families 
in foreign parts, carrying thither arts and manufactures, before only 
known in the Netherlands, that in England the decayed cities and 
towns of Canterbury, Norwich, Sandwich, Colchefter, Maidftone, South- 
ampton, and many others, were filled with manufacturers of woollen, 
linen, and filk, weavers, dyers, cloth-dreflers, filk-throwfters, &c. whofe 
pofterity have at this day a confiderable fhare of the landed intereft in 
Kent, Effex, &c. Juft fo, above 200 years before (about the year 1360) 
the Belgians.and Flemings, by frequent inundations driven from home, 
firft taught the Englifh the art of making woollen cloth, of which they 
were before ignorant ; being till then only fkilled in hufbandry, fheep- 
keeping, and war ; for the Belgians and Flemings then fupplied the whole 
world with cloth *. It was now that the fugitive Netherlanders taught 

‘the Englifh to make bayes, fayes, and other flight ftuffs, as alfo linen, 
and made their country very populous. So likewife the Hollanders, 
Zealanders, Brabanters, &c. taught not only England, but Germany 
and other countries, the art of fifhing, and many other manual arts, 
whereby thofe countries greatly increafed in riches and people. [Mete- 
ram Hifi. Belg. L. iii.] 

Hereby (fay alfo our own authors) the city of Norwich, which Kers 
rebellion in the year 1549 had almoft defolated, learned the manufacture of 
thofe fine and light fiuffs, which have ever fince gone by its name, and have 
rendered that city not only opulent, but famous all over Europe. The bay- 
makers fettled chiefly at Colchefter, and its neighbourhood, in Effex, 
ever fince famous for that ufeful and profitable manufacture, fo much 
in requeft in the warmer climates of Europe and America. The bayes, 
fayes, and other flight woollen goods, are what are ufually called the 
new drapery, as being fo much later introduced into England than the 
old drapery of broad-cloth, kerfies, &c. Saas 

It may here be noted, that the Flemings in the neighbourhood of 
Norwich introduced gilliflowers, carnations, Provence-rofes, and other 
flowers hitherto unknown in England. 

Martin Frobifher now made his firft voyage for finding a north-weft 
paflage to the Eaft-Indies, wherein he was aflifted by Ambrofe Dudley 
earl of Warwick. He fet out with two barks of twenty-five tons each, 
and one pinnace of ten tons, and entered the ftrait going into the great, 
bay, fince called Hudfon’s, which he named Frobifher’s ftrait. He allo 
Save names to Queen Elizabeth’s foreland, Cape Labrador, Gabriel’s 
Mand, Prior’s found, &c. which are ftill retained in charts and maps. 
He brought home one of the natives, and alfo a kind of bright ftone, 
Which being tried by the London goldfmiths, contained a great propor- 
Non of gold, and are faid to have promifed great matters, if any quan- 


* He ought to have faid, on this fide of the Mediterranean fea. 
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tity thereof could be had; which flattering nol p ee a fecond 
voyage ten years after, although no north-weft pai age was ound. 

Sir Thomas Grefham, an eminent merchant of London, who in the 
ftile of thofe times was called the queen’s merchant, becaufe he had the 
management of all her remittances, and her orir moncy concerns with 
foreign ftates, and with her armies beyond fea, erected a building in 
London (then efteemed a fine one) for the daily public refort of mer- 
chants. The queen would not have that place called, as in other coun- 
tries, the Bourfe, but gave it the name of the Royal exchange. Its fi- 
gure is to be feen in fundry books, confifting, like the prefent one, of a 
{quare piazza, with a building over it, much like that at Grefham col- 
lege, which was Sir Thomas’s own dwelling-houfe. W hen it was finifh- 
ed, the queen came in perfon, and proclaimed its name with the heralds 
at arms, trumpets founding, &c. It was burnt down in the great con- 
flagration of the year 1666, and foon rebuilt in its prefent much greater 
fplendour. There was before this time a place in Lombard-ftreet for 
the meeting of merchants, but it was now by the increafe of commerce 
found to be too fmall. 

We have feen, under the year 1564 to 1566, the ill fuccefs of the 
French in their attempts to fettle in Florida. Another attempt was now 
made by Captain Gourgues, who arriving with three fhips in Florida, 
took the Spanifh forts, and put all the Spaniards to the {word ; but not 
having ftores fufficient for remaining there, he re-embarked, promifing 
the Indians to return the following year, and arrived in France in 1568. 
It was conjectured that the admiral Coligny intended Florida as a laft 
refuge for thofe of his own perfuafion, the proteftants of France, fore- 
feeing that they would probably be overpowered by the catholics; yet 
no farther attempts were made by the French: And the fame country 
was afterwards colonized by the Englith, and divided into the provinces 
of North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 

We muft here obferve, that in all thofe voyages to Florida, there 
were many plaufible accounts given of gold and filver mines, pearls and 
pretious ftones, which later difcoveries have proved to be entirely fabu- 
lous. And this remark may be applied to almoft all our own firit Eng- 
lifh attempts for fettlements in the iflands and continent of America. 

- 1568.—Some fhips of Bifcay being chafed by the French into Ply- 
mouth, Falmouth, and Southampton, Queen Elizabeth detained the fum 
of 200,000 piftoles, found onboard them, upon a prefumption of its 
belonging to Spaniards; but fome Genoefe merchants, who intended 
to form a bank in the Netherlands, proving it to be their property, fhe 
reftored it to them: neverthelefs, the duke of Alva thereupon feiz- 
ed the effects of the Englith merchants-adventurers at Antwerp, to 
the value of about Lroo,oco Sterling ; and Elizabeth, by way of re- 
- prifa], feized the Netherland and Spanifh fhips and effets in England, 


Fas 


to the value of about L200,000 Sterling ; for in thofe times the Nether- 
landers and Spaniards had more fhips and effects in England than the 
Englifh had in thofe countries, however different the cafe may be in 
modern times. This obliged the Englifh merchants-adventurers to re- 
move from Antwerp to Hamburgh, whence, by the influence of the 
emperor, they were obliged to remove to Staden, where they remained 
till the year 1597, though much difturbed by the Hanfeati¢ league, be- 
caufe Queen Elizabeth had put the merchants of the Steelyard on an 
equal footing with her own fubjects, in refpect to the cuftom on cloth, 
&c. exported. When the Englifh merchants-adventurers firft fettled- 
at Staden, it was fo unmercantile a town, that there were no other mer- 
chants found there; but during the time that company remained there, 
Staden wonderfully increafed in wealth and buildings. 

Charles [X of France continuing to diftrefs and perfecute his prote- 
ftant, fubjects, notwithftanding the manifeft prejudice of fuch condu& 
to the true intereft of himfelf and his kingdom, by driving great num- 
bers of his moft induftrious fubjeGs into foreign countries; concerning 
which hardfhip of his people of her own perfuafion, Queen Eliza- 
beth, by her ambaflador Norris, frequently and earneftly remonftrated ; 
and particularly in this year, Camden (in her hiftory) acquaints us, ‘ that 
fhe exhorted him not to incenfe his good people (the proteftants) by 
trying arbitrary and dangerous experiments; but rather to beware of 
thofe bad minifters, who, by driving out his beft fubjeéts, did but weaken 
the power of France to fuch a degree, as to leave it an eafy prey to fuch 
as defired to difturb it. But not being liftened to, fhe thereupon found 
herfelf obliged to afit thofe diftrefled people, by generoufly fending 
them 100,000 angels (fays Camden), with warlike ammunition, as they 
now religioufly protefted that they took up arms againft their king fole- 
-ly for their own defence. Queen Elizabeth about this time received 
and courteoufly entertained all fuch French proteftants as fled to Eng- 
land from perfecution at home, whereby fhe increafed the riches and 
populoufnefs of her own kingdom. 

The Englifh Ruffia company’s frefh adventure through Ruffia into 
Perfia began in this year, and lafted to 1573, according to Hakluyt, and 
would have proved exceeding profitable, had they not, in their return 
acrofs the Cafpian fea, with Perfian raw filk, wrought filks of many 
kinds, galls, carpets, Indian fpices, turquois ftones, &c. been robbed by 

offac pirates, to the value of about L40,000 Sterling, fome fmall part of 
which, however, they recovered by veffels fent out trom Aftracan. 

The tyranny and cruelty of the Spaniards to the Moors, who ftill re- 
mained in great numbers in the countries of Granada and Mureia, pro- 
duced a terrible infurređtion of thofe people, which lafted almoit two 
years. For though Ferdinand and Ifabella had conquered Granada, the 
laft Moorith kingdom in Spain, and driven out vaft numbers of Moers, 

IDA 
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yet there ftill remained a great number in Granada ane pela who 
outwardly made profeffion of chriftianity to PERNE ore Dery. 
The bigoted Ro mith clergy had before this ane a 5 on foot 
perfecutions againft thofe miferable people, as per ee mw s againft 
thofe of the Albaizin, a quarter in the city of Granada, where great 
numbers of very rich Moorifh merchants inhabited, as did alfo fome 
of their nobility, and of the blood of their antient Moorifh kings, rec- 
koned to amount to 10,000 men fit for war. In other towns alfo of 
Granada, particularly in the mountainous parts, there were above 
100,000 families of Moors, moft of whom were fhepherds and farmers, 
All thefe were the defcendants of thofe Moors, to whom Ferdinand and 
Mabella, on their conqueft of Granada, had promifed that they and their 
pofterity fhould remain there with all fafety and liberty, to enjoy Wes 
religion, fo long as they obferved the laws, and paid taxes as other fub- 
jects. But that had been long before broke through, after a ftout re- 
fiftance by the Moors of Alpuxarra, who were at laft compelled to be- 
come Chriftians or leave the country. Such as remained in Spain, and 
conformed outwardly to the eftablithed religion, were termed new 
Chriftians by the Spaniards ; and they were compelled to fend their 
children to {chools, wherein they were to be taught the Caftilian tongue 
only. They were, moreover, forbid to keep any Arabic books in their 
houfes, the doors whereof were to be kept open on Fridays, Saturdays, 
and Sundays, that any might enter and fee what they did. They were 
now alfo to leave their Moorifh drefs, and to wear a Spanifh one ; to. 
leave off the ufe of baths; to affift at maf on. all Sundays, feftivals, 
&c. under fevere penalties; wherefor they lived in .continual vexation. 
It can therefor be little wondered at, that the Moors, whofe religion, 
language, garb, and manners, were now no longer to be tolerated,'fhould 
rebel. In their firft fury, they murdered all the Spaniards they could 
find in the country of Alpuxarra, efpecially the clergy. They ele@ed 
a king, and at firft had a confiderable force along the coaft as far as 
Gibraltar, and fortified fome pofts among the mountains near the fhore, 
in hopes of fuccours from their brethren of Barbary and Conftantin- 
ople. They were at length difarmed, when King Philip II promifed 
that they fhould not be molefted, provided they would behave peace- 
ably, and remove from their inacceffible cattles and precipices in the 
mountains of Andalufia and Murcia, and fettle in level countries. In. 
fhort, this war is faid to have coft Spain 30,000 lives, and five millions 
of crowns, befides the perpetual and rancorous hoftility of the pofterity 
of thofe Moors, who preferring their confcience to their intereft, had 


exiled themfelves from their native country, and fettled on the oppofite 
coaft of Barbary, 


On the fide of the Moors fo great a multitu 
fexes was deftroyed as is almoft incredible! H 


de of all ages and of both: 
ow much wifer and happier. 
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had it been for Spain, to have gradually gained them over by gentlenefs 
and kindnefs to their religion and interefts, than by blood and violence, 
which not only increafe their obftinacy and abhorrence of their opprefi- 
ors, but impoverifh and depopulate their country ! 

1569.—The firft Englifh book on the Italian art of keeping mer- 
chants’ accounts, or book-keeping by double entry, was publifhed by 
James. Peele (London, 1569, folio). Though his file be now obfolete r 
he evidently underftood the principles of book-keeping as well as fome 
who have written much later. In his preface, he takes notice that 
‘ many merchants themfelves were fond of learning of him, and of 
‘ getting their apprentices to be taught by him; and although the art 
< be ina fort new in England, yet it had long been ufed by merchants in 
‘ foreign parts +.’ 

It appears from 4 difcourfe upon ufury, by Dr. Thomas Wilfon, that the 
fund of the orphans of the city of London now paid a regular annual 
intereft for their ufe. 

Some difference having arifen between the czar of Mufcovy and the 
Englith Ruffia merchants, or their factors, the queen difpatched thither 
Sir Thomas Randolph, who concluded anew treaty for them with the czar, 
who again granted them an exemption from all cuftoms, and (as former- 
ly) leave to tranfport their merchandize to Perfia, &c. though other fo- 
reign merchants were not allowed (fays Camden) to trade beyond the 
city of Mofcow f. The practice of the Englifh in thofe times was to 
tranfport their goods in canoes up the Dwina to Vologda, thence over 
land in feven days to Jeroflaw ; and thence down the great river Volga 
in thirty days to Aftracan, near its mouth; whence they croffled the 
€afpian fea; and thence through the vaft deferts to Teverin and Cafbin 
(cities of Perfia), hoping at length to difcover Cathay (China). But by 
reafon of the war between the Turks and Perfians, and the robberies of- 
the barbarians, the Londoners were difcouraged from purfuing this 
laudable enterprife, fays Camden. 

As England produced no military flores, Queen Elizabeth was obliged 
to buy all her gunpowder and naval ftores from the German Steelyard 
merchants at their own prices, there being as yet but few Englifh mer- 
chants dealing in that way; and this was one of her greateft induce- 
ments to encourage commercial companies, whereby her own mer- 
chants of Ruflia, and of the two elder companies of the Staple, and the: 
merchants-adventurers, were confiderably increafing in trade; the: 


* Tuftead of writing Dr. and Cr. on the oppo- 
te pages of his leger, he has 4 owerh, and A is 
aue to have, 
tI Lam right in my opinion (which feems fup- 
rain by good authority), that book-keeping by 
Ee Ie entry was known to the Romans, it may 
€ prefumed that fome knowlege of it was kept 


up through all the darknefs of the middle ages in. 
Italy, ; and thence it has got the name of Zalian. 
book-keeping. Ñ. 

{ Camden alfo fays that the czar gave them: 
honfes for making ropes in, and a track of land: 
five miles in compals, with the woods upon it, for: 
making iron. AZ, 
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former in the exportation of wool (not as yet legally prohibited), and 
the latter of cloth, both to the great advantage of the revenue. This 
made the Hanfeatics labour to render thofe companies obnoxious to 
other nations by various calumnies ; yet, in {pite of their malice, an 
univerfal fpirit of adventuring in foreign parts for difcovery and traffic, 
as well as for improving manufactures at home, dayly increafed in Eng- 
land, whereby they foon became an overmatch in naval {trength, com- 
merce, and riches, for the declining Hanfeatics ; whofe threatenings 
therefor the queen difregarded ; and Werdenhagen, their hiftorian, a 
few years after this acknowleges, that the Englifh in all thofe refpeđs, 
as alfo in the bravery of their commanders and failors, excelled the 
Hanfe towns ; and Hamburgh, though a potent Hanfe town, which had 
formerly rejected the Englifh merchants, now began to court their re- 
fidence ; in confequence of which they removed from Emden to Ham- 
burgh, whence they foon extended their commerce into Saxony, Prufiia, 
and Rufa, which gave great umbrage to the Danes. 
1570.—The ifland of Scio, or Chio, being taken by the Turks from 
the Genoefe, the Englith trade to that ifland was interrupted for fome 
time. This year the Turks alfo conquered the ifland-of Cyprus, which 
the Venetians had poffefled almoft a century, which was a further inter- 
_ ruption of the commerce of all the Chriftian ftates with the eaftern. 
coafts of the Mediterranean. 
= The prince of Orange having withdrawn into Germany to raife an 
army againft the duke of Alva, fome fhips commiffioned by him, aftér 
preying on all Spanifh fhips near the Netherlands, landed on the ifle of 
Voorn, affaulted and carried the town of Briel, pulled down the popifh 
images in the churches, and making open profeffion of the proteftant reli- 
gion, protefted againft the taxes and the tyranny of the Spanifh govern- 
ment. Whereupon they were forthwith feconded by the revolt of moft 
of the inhabitants of Holland, Zealand, and Weft-Frifeland, who ex- 
pelled the Spanifh garrifons, and renouncing their fidelity to King Phi- 
lip Il, fwore allegiance to William prince of Orange as their ftadtholder. 
‘At is needlefs to trouble the reader with a detail of what may be found 
in all the hiftories of Europe, viz. the return of the prince of Orange 
with a frefh army from Germany, whereby he effectually fupported the 
revolters, and became the main inftrument of eftablifhing the republic ’ 
of the feven united provinces, 
Sir Robert Cotton, in a tract on the manner and means how the kings 
. of England have from time to time {upported and repaired their eftates 
(printed in a book intitled Cottoni Pofthuma, 1651, 8vo), relates, “ that in 
this rath year of Queen Elizabeth, the yearly profit of the kingdom * 
* The profit of the kingdom comprehended the 


gueen’s annual income from her manors and lands, 
her cuftoms, efcheats, &c. for the raifed no taxes 


on the people in times of peace: and this annual 


profit was pretty nearly the fame one year with 
another. 
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(befide the wards and duchy of Lancafter), was L188,197:4, and the 
yearly payments and afflignments amounted to Lrro,612: 13, of which 
the houfehold was L4o,o00, the privy purfe I.2000, the admiralty 
130,000, which by an eftimate in May 1604, was L40,coo, and is now 
(1609) {woln to near Ls50,000 yearly, by the error and abufe of offi- 
cers! What a prodigious increafe two centuries have produced in the 
national reventte and expenditure ! 

The firft of thofe fowls, called by the Englith turkeys, and by the 
French poules d’Indes, were faid to have been brought from Mexico, 
and were this year ferved up as a great rarity at the nuptial feaft of 
King Charles IX of France. Poffibly our firft traders to Turkey feeing 
thofe fowls at Aleppo, &c. might occafion our calling them turkey fowls. 

1571.—An act of parliament for the increafe of tillage, and the 
maintenance and increafe of the navy and mariners of the realm, di- 
rects that corn of all kinds may be exported, when the prices at home 
are fo low as that no proclamation to the contrary fhall be iffued ; yet, 
even in this cafe the queen referves the cuftoms due thereon. [13 Eliz.. 
c: 13.] This is the third law made purpofely for the benefit of the: 
farmers by exportation of corn. 

The acts pafled in the reign of Henry VI for the improvement of the 
river Lea had hitherto been of little effet: wherefor an a@ was paffed [1 3° 
Elz. c. 18], directing a new cut or trench to be made within ten years, 
at the charge of the lord mayor, commonalty, and citizens of London,, 
whereby that river was to be made to convey all viduals, corn, and: 
other neceflaries between Ware in Hertfordthire and London; where- 
by a very confiderable expenfe of land-carriage has. been faved, and’ 
Ware has become a confiderable town. 

The cappers, or knit-cap-makers of England, obferving the great in- 
creafe of hats made of felt, had before this time obtained an a& of par-- 
liament for preventing foreign materials from being worked up into hats; 
but that not anfwering fully, they now obtained a fecond law [13 Eliza 
c. 19] purporting, that every perfon above feven years of age fhould 
wear on Sundays and holidays a cap of wool, knit, made; thicked, and 
dreffed in England, and dreffed only and finifhed by fome of the trade 
of cappers, on the forfeiture of 3/4 for every day fo negleGted to be 
worn : Excepting, however (out of this act), maids, ladies, and gentle- 
women, and every lord, knight, and gentleman of twenty marks land, 
and their heirs; and alfo fuch as have born office of worfhip in any 
city, town, or fhire, and alfo the wardens of the London companies. 
Neverthelefs, the fathion of felt hats prevailed fo much, as the very a& 
feemed to portend it would, for their fuperior ftrength, lightnefs, and 
beauty ; and being a better defence from fun and rain,. the knit caps 
are long ago driven out, and are now only to be {een in fome of the 
Pooreft and remoteft parts of the kingdom. 
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This year the ftrects to Whitechapel-bars and its pe ekon in 
the eaftern fuburbs of London, were by law directed to be paved : ang 
alfo all the ftreets of the town of Ipfwich. [13 Elz. ce. 23. 24.] i 

We have feen the blind zeal of the parliament in the reign of Ed- 
ward VI againft ufury, or intereft for money. By the vaft quantities 
of bullion now conftantly brought from America, and the increafe of 
{hipping, commerce, and manufactures, while very little (if any) of our 
filver was as yet carried to India, there were now confiderable fums of 
money ready to be lent out by fuch as were not immediately engaged 
im commerce, nor had laid out their money upon lands. Moreover, 
money began now to be confidered to be as much a commodity as other 
things, and that it was reafonable its pofleffors fhould improve it as 
much as thofe did who poffeffed lands, houfes, or merchandize. An ad 
of parliament was therefor pafled (reviving that of the 37th of Hen- 
ry VIII, c. 9) for eftablifhing the rate of intereft at ro per cent per an- 
num. The preamble fets forth, ‘ that the prohibiting act of King Ed- 
ward VI had not done fo much good as was hoped for; but that rather 
the vice of ufury, and fpecially by fale of wares and fhifts of intereft, 
hath much more exceedingly abounded, to the utter undoing of many 
gentlemen, merchants, occupiers, and others, and to the importable 
hurt of the commonwealth ; as well, for that in the faid late act there 
is no provifion againft fuch corrupt fhifts and fales of wares, as alfo for 
that there is no difference of punifhment upon the greater or lefler ex- 
ations and oppreflions by reafon of loans upon ufury. It was there- 
for now enadted, that the law of the 37th of King Henry VIII be re- 
vived; and that all bonds, contracts, and aflurances, collateral or other, 
to be made for payment of any principal money to be lent, or cove- 
nant to be performed, upon or for any ufury, in lending of doing of 
any thing againft the faid a@ now revived, upon or by which loan or 
doing there fhall be referved or taken above the rate of Lro for the 
hundred for one year, fhall be utterly void? [13 Eliz. c. 8.] 

Nevertheiefs, when after reading this claufe, fo plainly licencing ufury 
(that is to fay intereft of money, for the word had ftill no other import 
than intereft has in modern times), at ro per cent, we come-to read the 
next paragraph, it does not convey the moft advantageous idea of thofe 
proteftant (and one would think more enlightened) lawgivers, thus to 
Juggle with mankind ; viz. i 

< And forafmuch as all ufury (being forbidden by the law of God) is 
‘ fin, and deteflable ; be it enaéted, that all ufury, łoan, and forbearing 
‘ of money, or giving days for forbearing of money, by way of loan, 


ay yrs p. : 5 
-chevilance, fhifts, fale of wares, contract, or other doings whatfoever 
€n, or covenanted to be referv- 


‘ 
«for gains whereupon is referved or tak 
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ed, paid, or given to the lender, contraétor, fhifter, forbearer, or de- 
‘ liverer, above the fum of Lyo for th 


e loan or forbearing of Lroo for 
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“ one year, fo much as fhall be referved by way of ufury above the prin- 
* cipal, for any money fo to be lent or forborn, fhall be forfeited,’ &c.”, 

Thus, although the legiflature knew that every one, who had occafion, 
‘gave intereft for money, yet the old prepofleffions againft the lawfulnefs 
of ufury or intereft were then ftill fo ftrong and univerfal, that fome- 
what was thought neceflary to be faid againft the very thing they now 
found themfelves neceflitated to re-eftablith for the welfare of the nation. 

N. B. By an aå of the 39th of Elizabeth [c. 18] this a& was made 
perpetual. 

Mr. Anthony Jenkinfon, who had before made three voyages to Ruf- 
fia, was now appointed ambaflador from Queen Elizabeth to the grand- 
duke John Bazilowitz ; but at his arrival he found, that prince had fuf- 
pended the company’s privileges, through the bád condu&t of fome of 
their fervants, the envy of fome irregular Englith traders, and the mif- 
reprefentations of the Ruffian ambaflador, returned from England, who 
could not bring Queen Elizabeth into all his mafter’s views. The com- 
pany had alfo fuffered many lofles by fhipwrecks, by the Polifh pirates 
at fea, and by bad debts, &c. and were now in other refpeéts in a bad 
fituation : Yet Jenkinfon had fo much addrefs as to obtain a reftoration 
of their privileges from the czar, and fatisfaction for fome part of their 
lofles, which amounted to above 100,000 rubles; although the greateft 
part was never made good to them, notwith{tanding the czar’s promife. 

1572.—Ever fince the year 1553, the Englifh had at various times 
traded to the coaft of Guinea, notwithftanding the claim of the Portu- 
guefe to an. exclufive right to that coaft, as the firt difcoverers, who had 
frequently difturbed the Englifh and other nations in their trade for 
gold duft, Guinea grains, and ivory. But now, the Portuguefe finding, 
they could not hold all that coaft folely to themfelves, made a treaty of 
peace with England, whereby all former difputes were adjufted, and 
freedom of trade thither was ftipulated. 

The Hanfeatic fociety, relying on the many privileges and immuni- 
ties they enjoyed or claimed, fell into a frefh quarrel with the neigh- 
bouring princes, on the following occafion. In the preceding year, the 
city of Lubeck had concluded a peace at Stettin with John king of 
Sweden, after a war of eight years: one of the articles thereof was, that 
the Lubeckers might freely trade with Livonian Narva, then in the 
hands of Ruffia ; yet now, the Swedith monarch finding himfelf more 
powerful, on pretext of his war with Rufa, prohibited the Lubeckers, 
&c. from reforting to Narva, and even feized their fhips trading thither. 
Hereupon the Hanfe towns held this year a grand afiembly of their de- 
puties for deliberating on this and other points. Thuanus fays [Z. li] 
; that fome of the points they agreed on related to their internal go- 
, ernment ; but that other refolutions related to foreign flates and 

„Prmces, moft part of which laft proved ineffectual :’ which fhows that the 
‘lanfeatics were at this time greatly declining in power and influence. 
Vor. IL. U 
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According to Meteranus [L. iii], Queen Elizabeth, in order to quiet 
the uneafinefs of her fubjects for the feizure of their effects in the Ne- 
therlands in the year 1568, concluded a treaty of commerce with King 
Charles IX of France at Blois, wherein the Englifh obtained ample pri- 
vileges for the vent of their merchandize. But this author adds, that 
the horrid maflacre of the French proteftants at Paris, &c. perpetrated 
on St. Bartholomew’s day this year, rendered the treaty ineffectual, by 
the terror it {truck into the Englith merchants. The admiral Coligny, 
and the reft of the proteftants, were decoyed to Paris, on pretence of 
the nuptials of the king of Navarre, and were moft inhumanly: butcher- 
ed. The French papifts gloried fo greatly therein that medals were 
{truck in its commemoration. 

By that treaty [article xxiv] the Englith were to be allowed a maga- 
zine or ftorehoufe in France, for depofiting their cloth, wool, &c. as 
they were wont to have at Antwerp, Bergen-op-zoom, and Bruges ; and 
alfo [article xxv] a place for aflembling themfelves, in order to chufe 
their governors and other officers, &c. [Collection of treaties, V.1i, ed. 1732.] 

The queen being at this time on bad terms both with Spain and the 
emperor (the later partly oniaccount of the Hanfe towns), thofe two 
articles feem to have been intended to induce them to be more favour- 
able to the Englith commerce; for in the 16th article the French king 
ftipulates, that in cafe any prince hall hereafter moleft the Englifh in 
their trade and merchandize in the Netherlands, or in Germany, or 
Pruffia, he fhall interpofe for their relief; and by the 17th article, he 
thall, in cafe of refufal and delay, arreft the perfons and goods of the 
merchants of fuch prince being in his territories, till the Englifh and 
Trifh fo arrefted be reftored. And-in article 20, the queen obliges her- 
felf to perform the like fervices for the fubjeéts of the French king in 
fimilar cafes. Yet fome think that neither of thofe monarchs were fin- 
cere in this treaty, Charles’s aim being to hoodwink Elizabeth, whilft 
he was perpetrating that horrid maflacre ; and Elizabeth’s, by this treaty, 

to bring Spain and the emperor to traétability. 

From Hakluyt’s fecond volume we learn, that in this year there refid- 
ed at Conftantinople confuls from the French, Venetians, Genoefe, and 
Florentines, but none from England ; the trade in the Levant having, 
it feems, been quite difcontinued from the year 1553 to the year 1575. 

The fame indefatigable author has publithed an Englifhman’s letter 
to him from New Spain, fignifying, that feven years before this time 


the Spaniards firft found out the paflage from Acapulco to the Philippine 
afles ; that the city of Mexico contained 50,000 families, 6000 of which 
were Spaniards ; that the city of Tlafcalla contained 16,coo families, , 
near which place all the cochineal grows; that the beft filver mines 
were north of the city of Mexico; and that the refining of filver with 


ie aier was then but a late difcovery, it having before been done 
with lead. F 


r55 


An act of parliament [14 Elz. c. 5] intitled, How vagabonds fhall be 
punifhed, and the poor relieved, directed, that affeflments fhould be 
made of the parifhioners of every parifh, for the relief of the poor of 
the fame parifh. And this was the firft legal and effectual parochial 
affeflment for the poor in England. ` 

1573-—There feems to have been much injury done by the Portu- 
guefe, as well on land as on the feas, to the Englith about this time : 
For Queen Elizabeth iffued a commiffion to her high-admiral, fundry 
lords and’ gentlemen, and two merchants, to inquire into the fame; 
wherein fhe obferves; that the fhips, merchandize, and money of her 
merchants were feized, and the debts due to them detained, in the do- 
minions of the king of Portugal, and on the feas by his fleets, under 
his authority, contrary to the ftriét friendthip that had fo long fubfifted 
between the two crowns. Therefor, the queen impowers her commif- 
fioners to inquire into the complaints of her fubjeéts, and to take an 
account of all the Portuguefe property in her dominions, that compen- 
fation may be made to the fufferers. [Federa, V7. xv, p- 721-] 

Sir James Ware, in his Annals of Ireland, obferves, under this year, 
that ‘ the money which the queen had fent to Ireland, from her accef- 
fion to the crown to this time, amounted to L490,779: 7 : 64; whereas 
the whole produce of the revenue of Ireland during all that time, viz. 
for fifteen years, amounted but to Lr20,000. How happy is the change 
in thefe refpects fince thofe times in Ireland! ` 

As Burchet’s Complete hiftory of the moft remarkable tranfactions 
at fea, from the earlieft accounts of time down to the conclufion of 
Queen Anne’s war, is a work which may in general be depended on, he 
having been fecretary to the board of admiralty for a long feries of 
years, we fhall here, from his preface, exhibit the entire navy of Queen 
Elizabeth, as it ftood in the year 1573, viz. 


1 fhip of- 100 guns. 
9 from 88 to 60. ~ 
49 from 58 to 40. 


Total, 59 thips of the line of battle, as they might be reckoned in thofe 


days. - 
58 from 38 to 20. 
29 from 18to 6. 


Total, 146 fhips. 


Neverthelefs, he fays [p. 20], that the merchant fhips of England 
were then efteemed the principal part of our maritime power ; of which, 
1n the 24th year of Queen Elizabeth (1582) there were reckoned 135, 

Ua 
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many of them of 500 tons each ; and in the beginning of the reign of 
King James, it was computed there were 400, but thefe not of fo great. 
burden. The fhips of war belonging to the crown in the time of Queen 
Elizabeth were only 13, to which 1r were added by King James J, 
And all, or moft of the 146 fhips, called Queen Elizabeth’s naval power, 
confifted of merchant fhips,, occafionally hired by her, excepting her 
own 13: And it is highly probable, that the ten largeft thips in the 
above lift.were part of the faid 13. ak 

In an eflay written by Sir Robert Cotton in 1609, [Pofthuma, p. 196] 
he obferves, ‘ that in the year 1573, there was brought in an unmea- 
‘ furable ufe of luxurious commodities in England, as wines, fpices, 
‘ filk, and fine linen ; for of the later fort, of above ten groats the ell. 
* there is above L360,000 yearly {pent, which is half the vaiue of our 
‘ woollen cloths exported, and maketh the ftate to buy more than they 
‘ do fell ; whereas a good father of a family ought to be a feller, not a 
‘ buyer.’ Camden, in his hiftory of Queen Elizabeth, under the year 
1574, fays, the people (he muft mean only the rich) wore filks. glitter- 
ing with gold and filver, either embroidered or laced, which the queen 
in vain endeavoured, by her proclamation, to reftrain, and to oblige 
people to conform to a preferibed rule. Feafting was much in fafhion 
at this time; great improvements were alfo made in buildings; and 
noblemen’s and gentlemen’s country feats were re-edified, in greater 
beauty and largenefs than had ever before been known; and certainly 
(fays he) to the great ornament of the kingdom, though to: the decay 
of hofpitality.. All which, however, when rightly confidered, was no 
other than the natural effe@s of increafing riches and commerce. i 

The proteftants in France (fays Burchet in his Naval hiftory) were 
become fo powerful in fhipping, that in the year 1573, they commit- 
ted fpoil, without diftinétion, on all they met, and plundered feveral 
Englith thips ; whereupon Queen Elizabeth fent out Holftock, comp- 
troller of her navy, with a {quadron, who retook feveral Englith fhips,. ` 
feized on fome of thofe cruifers, and difperfed.the reft. 

1574.—Bondage was not as yet quite worn out in England, as we find 
by Queen Elizabeth’s commiffion to her lord treafurer Burghley.and Sir 
Walter Mildmay chancellor of her exchequer, for inquiring into the 
lands, tenements, and other goods, of all her bondmen and bondwomen 
in the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Somerfet, and Gloucefter, viz. fuch 
as were by birth in a flavith condition, by being born in any of her 
manors; and to: compound with fuch bondmen or bondwomen in 
thofe counties for their manumiflfion, and enjoying their lands, tene- 
ments, and goods, as freemen. By this commiffion, probably, confi- 
derable fums of money were raifed for the queen’s ufe; the commonalty 


continually growing richer by the gradual increafe of the nation’s com- 
merce. [Fadera, V. xv, p. 731.] ; i E 


_ 1575.—We have before obferved, under the year 1548, that the 
Emperor Charles V, for political ends, had allowed a large rate of in- 
tereft on the great fums he had borrowed of the republic of Genoa, 
which was alfo for fome time continued by his fon King Philip II, and 
thofe loans farther increafed on the fecurity of the revenues of Spain 
and Spanifh America; and although upon the reduction of the intereft 
on thofe debts, Philip had given affurances to the Genoefe that the re- 
duced intereft fhould afterward be pundtually paid, yet we find that at 
feveral times after, and particularly in the year 1575, he again {topped 
the payment of their intereft, at a time when divifions ran high at Ge- 
noa between the old and the new nobility. He alfo ordered a revifal 
of his accounts with the Genoefe for fifteen years backward, which 
greatly alarmed them, as (according to their hiftorian De Mailly), 
{L. xii.] they had taken fuch advantage of that prince’s neceflities, as 
to make eleven, twelve, and fometimes eighteen per cent intereft on 
their loans, whereby the antient nobles alone had drawn annually from 
Spain a revenue of fifteen millions of gold.. And this review of the 
court of Spain is faid to have produced a.farther. reduétion of intereft 
on thofe debts due to-Genea. 

In the firft volume of Hakluyt’s voyages (London, 1598, p. 413), 
we have this year the ‘ requeft of an honeft merchant, by letter to a 
‘ friend of his, to be advifed and direéted in the courfe of killing the 


‘ whale.’. The anfwer in fubftance was, that there fhould be a fhip of 


200°tons burthen, with proper utenfils and inftruments: But what is 
moft to'be noted is, that all the neceflary officers were then- to be had 
from Bifcay; which fhews (what is alfo elfwhere to be obferved) that the 
Bifcayners were the earlieft whale-fifhers of any nation of Europe, ex- 
cepting however the people of Norway, who were employed in that 
trade at leaft as-early as the time of King Alfred: 

1576.—Many new devices having been found out for impairing, dir 
minifhing, fcaling, and otherwife lightening the coins of England, or 
the coins of other realms allowed by proclamation to be current in 
England, all: fuch arts were declared to be high treafon. [18 Eliz. 
c. 1.] 

The ftreets of the city of Chichefter were firft. direfed to be paved 
with ftone. [18 Eliz. c. 19.] 

An accord being at length patched up between the old and the nev 
nobility of Genoa, after their quarrels had brought the very exiftence 
of-the republic into great danger, it was now flipulated, that the old 
and new nobility fhould for ever after be deemed but one body, utter- 
ly abolifhing the former diftin@tion of old and new nobles. And as 
idlenefs is ever pernicious to the public, noblemen were now permitted 
to exercife certain arts or trades, and alfo to practife a wholefale trade 
or merchandife, without any difparagement of their nobility ; provid=. 


` 
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ed, however, that they fhould not keep an open or retail fhop. [D 
. XIL 

e eoants us, that, although the Ruffia company had an ex. 
clufive charter, which, as we have feen, was confirmed by act of par- 
liament, yet Alderman Bond (formerly mentioned) had difputes with 
that company, becaufe of his trading without their leave to Narva in 
Livonia, and alfo to Kola, Kegor, &c. in Ruffian Lapland ; but Narva 
‘was then under the Swedes. 

At this time, and fome years before, the Ruffia company had been 
at confiderabl¢ expénfe in fending out fhips for difcovering a fuppofed 
paflage through Waygatz ftrait north-eaftward to China and the Faft- 
Indies. But they were abfolutely obftructed by the ice as well as by 
the intenfe cold. 

1577-—The Englith genius was not to be difcouraged by former un- 
fuccefsful attempts for finding a paflage to China and Kaft-India without 
interfering with the Portuguefe by the Cape of Good Hope, nor with 
‘Spain by the ftraits of Magellan ; and as they had already attempted in 
vain a north-eaft paflage, there feemed now only the north-weft paffage 
to be explored, which we have feen had been already attempted by 
Frobifher. The Portuguefe and Spanifh chart-makers and cof{mogra- 
phers were, it feems, expreisly enjoined by their fovereigns, not to give 
any kind of light to other nations in this refpeét; becaufe they were 
juftly apprehenfive that if there were any fuch paflage, it would prove 
a much fhorter courfe to India and China than theirs, either by the 
fouth-eaft or fouth-weft paflage. To encourage the Englifh to this at- 
‘tempt, fundry treatifes were publifhed by Sir Humphry Gilbert, Rich- 
ard Willes, &c. moftly founded upon romantic reports, without any 

' {olid probability. Yet upon fuch grounds, and the encouragement of 
friends, Captain Frobifher now made his fecond attempt with one of 
the queen’s own fhips, two barks, and 140 perfons, fome of whom were 
gentlemen. He again entered the ftraits he had named after himfelf 
in his former attempt, where he found ftore of the glittering ftones and 
fand he had feen in his laft voyage, with which he now loaded his vef- 
fels. And, as it is needlefs to relate his adventures with the favages, fo 
often already printed, he returned home the fame year with his ima- 
ginary treafure, which afterwards, upon a more folid trial, proved good. 
for nothing. 

Queen Elizabeth iffued a commiflion for the reftitution of {hips and 
merchandize taken from the Portuguefe ; which reftitution was thereby 


e 


declared to be in confequence of a treaty with the king of Portugal. 
The fame commiffioners were empowered to treat with thofe of France 
concerning depredations at fea, and other injuries on both fides. [Fa 


dera, V. xv, pp. 769, 770. | 
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Commiffioners were alfo appointed to inquire into the complaints of 
fome Scottifh merchants, whofe fhipping had been plundered by fome 
Englith veffels, and to make fatisfaGion at the expenfe of the offenders, 
[Fadera, V. xv, p al 

Queen Elizabeth {fent Mr. Edmund Hogan as her envoy to Muley 
Abdelmelek emperor of Morocco, in which country there were already 
fome Englifh merchants refident, for whom certain commercial privileges 
were now obtained. There he found alfo: Spanifh, Portuguefe, and” 
French merchants. Sir William Monfon, in his Naval tracts, obferves, 
that by degrees the Englifh have beaten the Portuguefe out of that 
trade, though at firft they laboured to do the like by us. 

The ingenious author of the prefent State’ of England (in 8vo, 
1683), obferves, that about this time pocket watches were firft brought 
into England from Germany. Nurenberg is ufually affigned for 
the place where watches were firft invented, though the time be very 
uncertain. 


1578.—The fuppofed gold ore which Frobifher brought home in. 


former voyages from Meta-incognita (as Queen. Elizabeth had named. 
the countries about Frobifher’s ftraits), together with the hopes of a. 


north-weit paflage to Cathai (¢. e. China), encouraged the queen to ap- 
point commiffioners for thofe ends, who at firft making a fuppofed 
proof of that ore, and alfo affigning certain grounds for the probability 
of a paflage, Frobifher was thereupon, in the year 1578, fent out a 
third time, with fifteen fhips; and with miners for the ore, which they 
were to bring home, and to leave 120 perfons to inhabit: Meta-incog- 
nita, with three fhips to attend them. They.arrived at the entrance of 
Frobifher’s ftraits, loft one of their fhips, fpent their provifions, and re- 
turned home, without leaving any perfons (as.they had intended) to 
fettle in the country, or making any-ufeful difcovery, or even fo much 


as going into the ftraits. They however loaded their. fhips with 300 : 


tons of the fuppofed treafure, and after much hazard by-ice and ftorms 


returned home one by one. Their fuppofed ‘gold ore, brought home in. 


this and former voyages; was at length found to be.of. no value, being 
only a glittering fand. 


Hakluyt gives us an account'of the Newfoundland: fifhers. from Eu-- 
tope in the preceding year (1577), viz. 100 fhips from Spain, 50 from . 


Portugal, 150 from France, and 15 from.England: That the Englith 


had the bef fhips, and therefor gave. the law to the. reft, being in the. 


ays the protectors of-others ;:for-which it was then, and had. been of 


old, a cuftom to make them fome fort of acknowlegment as admirals; . 


fuch as a boat-load`of falt, for guarding them. from pirates, and. other 
violent intruders, who often drive them from a. good harbour, &c. 

Je fays, the fifhery of the Englifh at Iceland was the reafon we had not 
then fuch numbers of fhips at Newfoundland ; that the Spaniards had.. 
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then next to the Englith the beft fhips orere ; that “iene were there alfo 
20 or 30 fhips from Bifcay, to kill whales for train oil . His friend, in 
a letter from Newfoundland, is earneft for the Englifh to fettle at the 
ifle of Cape Breton, for the benefit of the fifhery, and in another ifle 
at the mouth of the great river St. Lawrence. Hakluyt was in thofe 
times a moft indefatigable inquirer after new trades and difcoveries, 
and was undoubtedly of great ufe to our adventurers, by giving them 
much light into the nature and means of difcoveries, and feems to have 
been a public bleffing to England in thofe days. 

Queen Elizabeth’s firft public treaty with the ftates-general of the 
United Netherlands, after their revolt from Spain, was dated at Brut 
fels, 7th January 1578. It is intitled, an offenfive and defenfive treaty 
of peace with the Belgic ftates, therein ftyled the ‘ prelates, nobles, de- 
< puties of cities, members of Brabant, Guelderland, Flanders, Artois, 
‘ Hainault, Valenciennes, Lifle, Dowai, Orchies, Holland, Zeeland, 
< Namur, Tournay, Utrecht, Mechlin, Friefland, Overyfel, and Gro- 
< ningen.’ Į ik 

As this treaty was chiefly for the mutual fupport of each other againft 
the exorbitant power of Spain, it is needlefs to be very particular in all 
its articles. 

The firft article confirms all the treaties made between England 
and the houfe of Burgundy, unlefs otherwife to be ftipulated. 

No tranfaétion of importance, relating to peace or war in the Ne- 
therlands, fhall be concluded without the queen’s participation, whofe 
minifters fhall be prefent at all fuch deliberations. 

Mutual general affiftance to each other with equal military forces. 

All controverfies among the ftates fhall be referred to her arbi- 
tration. i 

If the queen fhall find herfelf obliged to fit out a fleet for guard of 
the feas, the ftates, at her inftance, fhall join it with forty fhips of 
theirs, with failors, foldiers, and ammunition, to be under the queen’s 


command, and at her expenfe ; none of which fhips to be of lefs bur- 
den than forty tons. jo 


Rebels or fu 
ftates. 


The ftates to make no treaty nor alliance with 
whatever without her confent. 


The prefent and future governors in the Netherlands fhall ratify 


and confirm all the articles of this treaty, inthe name and by the au- 
thority of the catholic king. 


‘Whenever a treaty of peace fhall be concluded between the faid 


gitives from England to get no protection from the 


any prince or ftate 


* There is no mention of whale fins (or whale 
bone) now in fo much requeft for women’s flays ; 


whence it appears not to haye been applied ta 
that ufe in thofe days. 


| 
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fhall then judge expedient and convenient. 
Signed by Francis WALSINGHAM. 
Tuomas WYLson. 
CORNELIUS WELLEMAUS: 

Sealed with the queen’s feal, and with the feal of the duchy’ of 

Brabant, in the name of all the ftates-general. [Faedera, V. xv; 

. 784. ] 
£ Gien Elizabeth had for a long time kept the Hanfeatics, or Steel-- 
yard merchants, in fufpenfe with relation to the renewal of their im- 
munities, till her own fubjects had gradually increafed in foreign trade 
and fhipping. The Hanfeatics at length, finding they could not fhake 
her firmnefs, applied to the Emperor Rodolph Il, as their fovereign, 
urging the neceffity of compelling her to reinftate them in their immu- 
nities, and particularly that of paying only the antient cuftom of one per 
cent. The queen replied to that emperor’s remonftrances, that fhe had: 
done the Hanfeatics no kind of wrong, having treated them on the 
fame footing in which fhe had found them at her acceffion to the crown, 
as it was her fifter who-had abolifhed the old duty, and laid on that nove 
fubfifting. 

This anfwer was far from fatisfactory; and the Hanfeatics growing 
louder in their complaints all over Germany, they at length iffued a 
prohibition of the Englith merchants to refide any longer at Hamburgh; 
whereupon the queen publifhed a declaration, annulling all their an~. 


‘tient immunities, and: only allowing them the fame. commercial privi- 


leges that other foreigners enjoyed. Soon after, fhe prohibited’ all fo- 
reigners, and particularly the Hanfe or Steelyard- merchants by name, 
from exporting Englifh wool. This prohibition was faid to- be owing 
to the induftrious proteftant Netherlanders, lately driven oat by the 
Spanifh governors, and fettled in England, who advifed the queen to- 
forbid the exportation of wool unmanufa@tured *: This was a frefh 
blow to the Hanfeatics; and thereupon, in the following year, 1579, 
their general aflembly at Lunenburgh laid a duty of 72 per cent on alt 
goods imported into their territories by Englifhmen, or exported by- 


them ; whereupon Queen Elizabeth laid a like daty of 73 per cent on 


all merchandize imported or exported by the German Steelyard mer-- 
chants. Thus matters became more and more embroiled between 


* The royal author of the Memoirs of Branden- {oon as that wool was withheld, the manufaGare 
burg obferves, that the manufacturers of that declined. He adds, that Auguftus and Chriltian, 


‘P65 


ftates and the catholic king, the ftates fhall oblige the faid king of Spain 
to confirm and make perpetual all fuch of the faid articles as the queen . 


country had made no-good cloth, till the French 
revugees came among them in the year 1685, 
without a mixture of Euglifh wool; and that, as 


Vor. TI. 


cleétors of Saxony, in imitation of, Elizabeth, by 
inviting Flemifh artifts into their territories, puta 
their manufactures in a flourifling condition. 


X- 
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England and the German Hanfe towns, the RAEES queen be. 
ing firmly determined never to yield to their unreafonab le demands. 

According to Hakluyt, the Englifh Ruflia company this year com. 
plained of the Hollanders for trading to Kola, a port in Ruffian Lap. 
land, where it feems there was fo great a trade for fifh-oil and falmon, 
that the company’s {hips fometimes brought home 10,000 of thofe fih. 

1579.—Lhough, as we have feen under the year 1561 > the citizens 
of Hamburgh had {marted for their pretenfion to a. fovereignty on the 
river Elbe, yet they ftill kept up the fame romantic claim. This pro- 
voked Frederic II king of Denmark to forbid them all his ports, as he 

‘had formerly done ; which prohibition was found to be fo prejudicial 
to their interefts, that in order to be relieved from it they were obliged 
to pay that prince 400,000 livres in five years time. 

The prince of Orange, confidering the emulation among the great 
men, and the difference of religion in the feveral provinces, which 
could hardly ever be reconciled, and being defirous to fecure himfelf, 
and to eftablith, as far as poffible, the proteftant religion, procured the 
ftates of Guelderland, Holland, Zealand, Frifeland, and Utrecht, to meet 
at Utrecht in this year ; when they mutually and folemnly ftipulated to 
defend one another, as one joint body, and with united confent to ad- 
vife of peace, war, taxes, &c. and alfo to fupport liberty of confcience. 
Overyfiel and Groningen were foon after admitted into the confederacy, 
and- completed the number of the SEVEN UNITED PROVINCES, which 
compofed the moft potent republic the world had feen fince that of old 
Rome, and of the greateft commerce and maritime power that (as a re- 
public) ever was on_earth: For that fo {mall a flate fhould, betwixt this 
year 1579 and the year 1609, not only preferve its independence againft 
the mightieft potentate in Europe, but likewife get footing in Flanders, 
by maftering the {trong and important port and town of Sluyce, with 
Hult, &c. ruin the trade of the moft famous city of Antwerp, conquer 
the ftrong forts of Bergen-op-zoom, Breda, and fundry other places on 
the Meufe and Rhine, &c. alfo attack and annoy fo great a monarch 
in his own ports at home, and maugre all the vaft expenfe of fuch 
great exploits, grow rich and opulent, as well as potent, will perhaps 
icarcely obtain credit in another century: but with us it ferves only to 
thew the immenfe effects of an univerfally extended commerce, and in- 
dcfati gable induflry, joined to unparalleled parfimony and economy ! 
Soon atter this famous period, the induftrious and parfimonious traders 
„of thofe united provinces puthed into a confiderable fhare of that com- 

merce to feveral parts of Europe which till then England had folely en- 
joyed. Yet the great and happy acceffion of the fugitive Walloons to 
England about the fame time, whereby the old Englifh drapery was fo 
pohim proney and fundry new and profitable manufactures intro- 
_ duced, did more than counterbalance the lofs of fome part of the Eng- 
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lifh commerce to the Dutch. Neverthelefs, the immenfenefs of the 
fithery of thofe Netherland provinces, with which they about this time 
fupplied the moft part of the world, is almoft incredible, and could 
only be defcribed by fo great a genius as Sir Walter Raleigh. Their 
Eaft-India trade foon after this time commenced, and, like all new 
trades, brought profit in the beginning, frequently even twenty times 
the original outfet. In brief, the Hollanders foon thruft themfelves into 
every corner of the univerfe for new means of commerce, and for 
vending their vaftly improved manufa@ures ; whereby Amfterdam foon 
became, what it ftill is, the magazine or ftaple for almoft all the com- 
modities of the univerfe. 

The popifh perfecutions at the commencement of the reformation in 
religion, had driven vaft numbers of people from Germany, France, 
and England, to feek fhelter in the feventeen provinces of the Nether- 
lands, where the antient liberties of the country, and the privileges of 
the cities, which had remained inviolate under a long fucceffion of princes, 
gave protection to thofe oppreffed ftrangers, who filled their cities with 
people and trade. But now when the feven provinces were united, 
and began to defend themfelves with fuccefs, under the condu& of the 
prince of Orange and the countenance of England and France, and 
when the perfecution became much hotter in the Spanifh Netherlands, 
all the profeffors of the reformed religion, and haters of the Spanifh do- 
minion, retired into the ftrong cities of this new commonwealth, and 
gave the fame date to the growth of trade there, and the decay of it at 
Antwerp. 

It would be too tedious to inftance all the other caufes of the vaft in- 
creafe of the wealth and power of the United Netherlands, in thofe 
times and afterwards, fuch as, the long civil wars, firft in France, next 
in Germany, and laftly in England, which drove thither all that were 
perfecuted at home for their religion ; moderation and toleration to 
all forts of quiet and peaceable people, naturally produce wealth, confi- 
dence, and ftrength to fuch a country ; the natural ftrength of their 
country, improved by their many fluices for overflowing it, and ren- 
dering it inacceffible to land armies ; the free conftitution of their go- 
vernment ; the fecurity and convenience for all mens property in the 
bank of Amfterdam. 

As we apprehend a proper provifion for the poor in every well-regulated 
country to be of confiderable importance to the peace and welfare of fo- 
ciety, we fhall take notice of an act of the 6th of King James VIin Scotland 

or the punifhment of vagabonds and fturdy beggars, and for confining all: 
other beggars to their own proper parifhes; alfo for taxing all the inhabi- 
tants of parifhes to a weckly contribution for fuftaining all their own beg- 
Sars, and to give paflés to the poor of other parifhes: and in poorer parithes, . 
the poor to have authentic licences to beg their meat from houfe to houfe- 
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in their own parifh, fo-as to be fuftained weithin the ime; without 
° being chargeable to others, or to ftrangers. A very gona, es this, had 
as, it been duly executed. But though it was afterward ratified in the fame 
and following reigns, and in the reign of Charles II, work-houfes, called 
houfes of correction, were appointed for employing the poor in all 
burghs, and overfeers appointed in every parifh for collecting contribu- 
tions for that end; and though all former laws were ratified by laws of 
the late King William, yet this point is not to this day effe@ually pro- 
vided for. S ; 

The laws made this year in Scotland againft the exportation of falted 
flefh and coals feem to us, at this diftance of time, not fo well calcu- 
lated for the benefit of that country ; which, breeding an infinite num- 
ber of black cattle, and producing coals in vaft quantities, it fhould 
feem to have been more prudently devifed, and more for the benefit of 
that nation, to encourage the exportation of both. i 

By another Scottith a&t of parliament of this year, every one refiding 
in the Netherlands for commerce was to pay Liro Flemifh, (or about 
L6 Sterling) as entrance-money, for leave to trade there. Another law 
of this fame year confifcates all the goods and merchandize of non-free- 
men trading thither ; of which confifcation, two-thirds were to go to 
the crown, and one-third to the Scottifh confervator in the Netherlands. 
This laft law was confirmed in the year 1597. 

From thefe laws it appears that the Scots trod in the very fame fteps 
‘with the Englith, in relation to exclufive or reftrictive laws in commer- 
cial matters, and alfo perfifted therein long after England faw the in- 
conveniencies of them. : 

We have feen, in various periods of time, that the merchants of Eng- 
land had charters frem the crown for regulating their commerce into the 
Eaft country, a name of old, and ftill given by mercantile people to the- 
ports of the Baltic fea, but more efpecially in Pruffia and Livonia. 
Queen Elizabeth now, agreeable to the genius of the age, granted them 
a charter, exclufive of all who fhould not take up their freedom in 

their company, by the name of the Fellowfhip of Eaft-land merchants. 

Their privileges were, © to enjoy the fole trade through the Sound, - 
` Into Norway, Sweden, Poland, Lithuania, (excepting Narva, which ` 
< was within the Ruffia company’s charter) Pruffia, and alfo Pomerania, 
‘ from the river Oder eaftward, Dantzik, Elbi 


* alfo to Copenhagen and Elfinore, and to Finland (here called an ifle) 
< Gothland, Bornholm, and Oela 


‘ deputies, and twenty-four afli 
* pofe fines, imprifonment, & 


so 


fon; c. on all non-freemen trading to thofe 
parts,” It was Principally defigned by the queen for the encourage- 
ment of her own merchants, in oppofition to the Hanfeatics. 
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This was what is called in England a regulated company, i. €. a com- 
pany trading, not on a joint ftock, but every one on his feparate bottom, 
under certain: regulations. We fhall fee this charter farther confirmed 
by one from King Charles I, in 1629. Neverthelefs, they have .been 
frequently complained of by the Englifh merchants as a monopoly, and 
were therefore curtailed by legal authority (as we fhall fee) in the year 
1672. And finally, being, with all other monopolizing companies, 
(not confirmed by parliament) deemed illegal in times of true liberty, 
after the revolution, in confequence of the a& called the declaration of 
rights, &c. they do not now exift commercially, or otherwife, but in 
name only, which it feems they ftill keep up, by continuing to elect 
their annual officers; and having (like the merchants of the Staple, 
another company in fimilar circumftances) a little ftock in our public 
funds, the intereft thereof defrays the expenfes of their yearly meetings, 
which are for no end but to commemorate their former exiftence in a 
reftrictive capacity, and to ele& their principal annual officers, now 
metely nominal, which they ftill continue to do. 

We cannot too much commend the indefatigable induftry of the fa- 
mous patriot, (for fo he juftly deferves to be ftiled) Mr. Richard Hakluyt, 
of the Middle Temple, London, in fo earneftly promoting new difco- 
veries and improvements for the benefit of England. In his fecond 
volume of Voyages and difcoveries he direéts Morgan Hubblethorne, a 
dyer, who was fent into Perfia this year to learn the arts of dying there, 
and of making carpets, &c. There are (fays he) perfons there who ftain 
linen cloth ; it hath been an old trade in England, whereof fome ex- 


„cellent cloths.yet remain, although the art be now loft in this realm *. 


In the fame year, William Harburn, an Englifh merchant, fent inte 
Turkey by Queen Elizabeth, obtained of the fultan Amurath IM, that 
the Englifh merchants might in all refpets as freely refort and trade to 
‘Turkey, as the French, Venetians, Germans and Poles, did at this time; 
by which conceffion a foundation was laid for the Englifh Turkey com- 
pany, which was foon after eftablifhed. 

1580.—Sir Francis Drake accomplifhed the fecond circumnavigation 
of the terraqueous globe. ~ He began it in the year 1577, going through 
the Magellanic ftrait, with five fhips, and 164 men. He pillaged St. 
Jago of Chili, and other places on the weft coaft of America, which was 
in fa& the principal end of his voyage. In fome of the harbours on 
this coaft he found fhips which had no perfon in them ; fo fecure were 
the Spaniards, as not fo much as to dream of any enemy in thofe feas, 
He at length took the immenfely rich prize named the Cacofogo, 
With twenty-fix ton of filver, and eighty pound weight of gold, befides 


o * Mr. Anderfon here confounds Hakluyt of tions for Hubblethorne, who, as we learn by ti e 
Piss the colleétor of voyages, with his coufin inftruétions, was fent out at the expenfe of the 
oF the Middle Temple, who drew up the inftruc- city of London. M. 
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jewels, &c.—Having now but one fhip left, in which all his treafure wag 
embarked, and it being probable that the Spaniards would Intercept 
him fhould he return through the Magellanic ftrait, he determined 
to fail to the Moluccos, and return home (as the Portuguefe were ac- 
cuftomed to do) by the Cape of Good Hope. Being obliged to fail as 
far north as 48 degrees, in order to get a good wind, he difcovered Ca. 
lifornia, which he named New Albion, fetting up a pillar and plate, 
on which Queen Elizabeth’s name, title, &c. were engraved ; the Spa- 
niards having never as yet had footing here. At the Moluccos, and at 
Java, Drake was well treated, and arrived in England (by the Cape of 
Good Hope) in November 1580. 

On the complaint of the Spanifh ambaflador, the queen fequeftered 
the treafure taken by Drake, or at leaft a great part of it, for the kin 
of Spain’s ufe ; but at the fame time afferted the abfolute freedom of her 
fubjecis to navigate the Indian feas as well as thofe of the king of Spain. 

The managers of the Ruffia company of England are undoubtedly 
highly to be commended for their various attempts to difcover a north- 
eaft paflage by fea to China and India, how unfuccefsful foever they 
proved, and how much foever their ultimate views might center in ` 
their own private intereft. In this year 1580, they fent out Pett and 
Jackman with two barks, to try a paflage that way through the ftraits 
of Waygatz. After many perils and difficulties from the ice and intenfe 
cold, one of them returned home unfuccefsful, but the other was never 
heard of more *. 

In this fame year, King Philip IT found means to unite the kingdom 
of Portugal to that of Spain ; a very important acceffion to the Spanifh 
monarchy, had it been managed to-the beft advantage. It remained, 
however, in this united ftate till Jobn duke of Braganza took the title 


of king of Portugal, in the year 1640. 

The city (or rather the fuburbs) of London, being about this time 
confiderably increafed, the queen publithed a proclamation, forbidding 
any buildings to be ereéted on new foundations within three miles of ~ 
the city gates, and that only one family fhould inhabit each houle. 
dere Mr. Rapin, in his Hiftory of England, fubjoins, ‘ it were to be 
* wifhed for England that this prohibition had been punctually executed 
* even to this day, fince the city is fo enlarged that it grows a monftrous 
‘ head toa body of a moderate fize, to which it bears no proportion.’ 
Notwithftanding this obfervation, there are many perfons in modern 
times who do not view this increafe in that bad light, and rather think 
it advantageous, and folely owing to the increafe of our wealth and. 
commerce ; and that even this great increafe of the metropolis is at- 


2 S3 S 
. > Plefcow, a city of Ruffia near the head of the from Perfia, Tartary, Sarmatia, Livonia, Germany. 
lke Czudikoc, is faid to have been a :amous em- 


Eritain, and other countries LOderbornii Vita Jo 
7 ao oe A ey . Gerbornu Kita J 
porium at. this time, and frequented by merchants annis Bafilidis, Witeberg, 1585, 7, R. 3.] M- 
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tended with many vifible advantages to the nation, efpecially in point 
of the annual fupplies, and of the public credit, as well as a greater 
confumption of the produce of the kingdom, (fo much for the benefit of 
the landed intereft) and of our manfadtures of all kinds. 

The ufe of coaches is faid to have been now introduced in England 
by Fitz-Allen, earl of Arundel. 


1581t.—This year the Scottifh parliament made a fumptuary law, | 


which laid heavy fines on all under the degrees of dukes, earls, lords of 
parliament, knights, and landed gentlemen not poffeffed of at leaft 
L2000 yearly rent (L250 Sterling), who fhould wear in their clothing 
or lining any cloth of gold or filver, velvet, fatin, damafk, taffeties, 
fringes, paflments (lace), or embroidery of gold, filver, or filk ; or any 
lawn, cambric, or woollen cloth made in foreign parts, (with exception 
of certain officers and magiftrates) ; and to the end that all others, thus 
debarred from foreign fineries, might be fupplied with cloth and ftuffs 
of home manufacture, whereby alfo the poor might be employed, no 
wool was thenceforth to be exported, under forfeiture, &c. By an- 
other fumptuary law of the fame year, all under the above mentioned 
ranks were forbid the ufe of confeétions, foreign drugs, and coftly 
{pices, which, it feems, were then lavifhly ufed at weddings, chriften- 
ings, and other banquets, by perfons of low eftate. 

This year Queen Elizabeth granted to the city of Briftol, which had 
long been a place of very confiderable magnitude as well as traffic, a 
new and ample charter, with many immunities, wherein fhe calls it 
her city of Briftol, and terms it a large and populous city. 

This year there was publifhed a moft judicious pamphlet, intitled, a 
Compendious examination of certain ordinary complaints of divers of 
our countrymen in thefe our days. (By W.S.) Therein, public fpirit, 
or zeal for the community,—inclofures for pafture, then fo much cla- 
moured againft,—the dearth of provifions,—the decay of towns,—the 
multitude of fheep,—the cóin’s being worn out,—the true ftandard and 
intrinfic value of money, compared with that of foreign nations,—wool, 
again{t its exportation,—our extravagant love of foreign wares,—-and fun- 
dry other national points of great importance, are all handled fo mat 
terly, and in fo pure a diction for the time he wrote, as to give room 
for conjeCturing it might have been penned by direction of the queen’s 
minifters, fince fcarcely any ordinary perfon, in thofe early days, could 
be furnifhed with fo copious a fund of excellent matter. 

“ That author, {peaking of the arts to be cherifhed in cities and towns, 
finely obferves, ‘ that often even one minute manufacture, made pe- 
* culiar to any one town, has enriched it. I have (fays he) heard fay, 
* that the chief trade of Coventry was heretofore in making blue thread ; 
‘ and then that town was rich, even upon that trade, in a manner, only ; 
‘ and now our thread comes all from beyond fea; wherefor that trade 
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c is decayed, and thereby the town likewife. So Briftow 
‘ Ges a an trade by making of points, and that was the 
€ chief myftery (manufacture) that was exercifed in the town. 
This author is moft juft in his opinion of keeping up the purity, 
parity, and quantity or weight, of the filver coin ; alfo in pleading for 
the eafy admiffion of foreign artificers into our cities and towns, &c, 
Several good laws were made in the reign of Queen Elizabeth for 
the prefervation of the timber of England, and more efpecially of the 
woods growing within a certain diftance from London, or the river 
Thames, both for the ufe of fhipping and of buildings at land. As 


and woods, it was now enadéted that no new iron-work fhould be ere- 
ed within twenty-two miles of London, nor within fourteen miles of 
the river Thames, nor in feveral parts of Suffex, near the fea, therein 
named ; neither fhould any wood, within the limits defcribed, be con- 
verted to coal or other fuel for making of iron. [23 Eliz. c. 5.) 

A fubfequent a& [27 Eliz. c. 19.] prohibited the erection of any new 
iron-works in Surry, Kent, and Suffex ; and ordered that no timber of 
one foot fquare from the ftub fhould be ufed as fuel for any iron-work. 

We find in Camden’s Annals, that Mr. Thomas Randolph was at this 
time in the office of chief poftmafter of England ; but how it was ma- 
naged does not fo clearly appear ; though from King Charles I’s efta- 
blifhment of the pofts, in the year 1635, it fhould feem there were but 
very few regular poft-carriages till then in England *. b 

By an act of parliament [23 Eliz. ¢.-9] for abolifhing certain deceit- ` | 
ful ftuff ufed in dying of cloth, &c. < logwood, or blockwood, of late 
* years brought into this realm, is exprefsly prohibited to: be ufed b 
‘ dyers, the colours thereof being falfe and deceitful to the queen’s fub- 
‘ jects at home, and ‘difcreditable beyond fea to our merchants and 
‘ dyers? In the fequel we hall fee 


The queen having fettled prelimin 


aries at Conftantinople two years 
before for the trade to Turkey, fhe n 


ow incorporated a number of emi- 


é an alderman of 
London; Thomas Smith, Efg. Richard Staper, and William Garrett, 


merchants. In their charter of incorporation the fets forth, ‘ that Sir’ 
‘ Edward Ofburn and Richard Staper had, at their 


, found out and opened a trade to Tu 
the memory of any man now living, known to be commonly ufed 
“ and frequented by way of merchandize, by any the merchants, or any 
“ fubjets of us or our progenitors : Whereby many good offices may 


; ™ Camden fays nothing further of Randolph’s office, than merely calling him <$ equorum difpefita- 
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‘ be done for the peace of Chriftendom, relief of chriftian flaves, and 
‘ good vent for the commodities of the realm, to the advancement of 
her honour and dignity, the increafe of her revenue, and of the gene- 
ral wealth of the realm. She therefor grants unto thofe four mer- 
chants, their executors and adminiftrators, and to fuch other Englith- 
men (not exceeding twelve in number) as the faid Sir Edward Ofborn 
and Richard Staper fhall appoint to be joined to them and the other 
two. before-named perfons, and their factors, fervants, or deputies, for 
the {pace of feven years, to trade to Turkey,’ in fuch manner as the 
faid company fhall agree between themfelves: during which time 
they may. make by-laws for their good government (not repugnant 
to the laws of the kingdom). Nothing to be tranfaéted without the 
confent of the governor for the time being, (Sir Edward Ofborne 
being hereby appointed the firft governor). The trade to Turkey 
‘ to be folely to them, their fa@ors and fervants, during the faid term ;. 
_and any other fubjeéts trading thither, either by fea or land, without 
t their licence, to forfeit fhips and goods, moiety to the crown, moiety 
tothe company. For the laft fix of the faid feven years this com- 
pany fhall export fo much goods to Turkey as fhall annually pay at 
leaft L500 cuftom to the crown, (except in cafe of thipwreck, &c.) 
Provifo, that in cafe this exclufive grant fhall hereafter appear to be 
inconvenient, the queen may revoke the fame upon one year’s previ- 
ous notice ; and the queen, during the faid term, may nominate two 
perfons to be added to the faid number of patentees; with the fame 
privileges, &c.- as the- reft herein named. Laftly, if at the end of 
the faid feven years thefe grantees defire it, the queen will grant other 
feven years to them, provided (as aforefaid) the faid exclufive trade 
‘ fhall not appear to be unprofitable to the kingdom,’ 

Nothing can be more cautioufly penned than this charter; and Pare 
ticularly we may obferve,. that by the firft provifo the queen in-éhea 
kept it in her own power to diffolve them at any time, on giving one 
year’s notice. siy 

Sir William Monfon in his: Naval trađs, (written in 1635) affigns 
the following reafons that England did not fooner enter direétly on the 
Turkey trade for Perfian and Indian merchandize, but till now fuftered 
the Venetians to engrofs that trade entirely, viz: 

‘ 1) Former times did not afford thipping fufficient for it. 

< Il) We could not; becaufe-of the great danger of falling into the 
< hands of the Turks? (he means the Barbary Moors), < who in thofe 
‘ days were fo ignorant of our nation, as to think England to be a town 
“in the kingdom of London. - 


Usur ay E 1 er ` . . ; > 

tnat the Venecians in thofe times fent their argofies, or argofers, 

(the coreupemamne komen beriani kA great fhip, conftruded after the 
Make of choise < y À 
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yearly to Southampton with Turkey, Per- 
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< fian, and Indian merchandize. The laft argofer that came thus from 
EV aice was unfortunately loft near the ifle of Wight, with a rich car. 
< go and many paflengers, in the year 1587.’ ; 
1582.—The queen’s letters to the grand fignior were received with 
much civility, being delivered to him in the year 1 582 by her ambaf. 
fador Hareborn, whom fhe impowered to fettle confuls in the fevera] 
ports, and to eftablith laws or rules to be obferved by the Englith trad- 
ing to Turkey. With the firft factors, the indefatigable Hakluyt [7 i, 
p- 164.] fent excellent inftrudtions ‘ for inquring into the nature of dy- 
< ing ftuffs of Turkey, and into the art of dying; alfo what fpecies of 
* thofe might be produced in England, and how beneficial fuch new pro- 
¢ duCtions would have been to us; which he inftances in that of faffron, 
‘ firft brought into England by a pilgrim, and alfo woad, originally 
< from Tholoufe in Languedoc; the damafk-rofe was firft brought in- 
‘ to England by Dr. Linacre, phyfician to King Henry. VII and King 
* Henry VII; Turkey fowls about fifty years paft, [viz. about 1522.] 
‘ the artichoke in King Henry VIII’s time; and of later times the 
mufk-rofe, and feveral forts of plums by the Lord Cromwell, out of 
* Italy ; the apricot by King Henry VIII’s French gardener ? (but here is 
no mention as yet of peaches nor of ne@arines). ‘ And now within thefe 
‘ four years, (1578) have been brought into En gland from Vienna in 


< 


_ * Auftria divers kinds of flowers called tulipas, and thofe and others pro- 


G 


cured thither a little before from Conftantinople. And it is faid that . 
“ fince we traded to Zante, (this muft have been but lately) the plant that 
‘ beareth the coren is alfo. brought into this realm; and although it 
‘ bring not fruit to perfection, yet it may ferve for pleafure and for 
< fome ufe *. Many other things have been brought in that have de- 


~ generated by reafon of the cold climate ; fome thin gs brought in have 


“through negligence been loft: and Archbifhop Grindal brought the 
* tamarifk plant from Germany, and many people have received great 
‘ health by this plant.’ On the commencement of the Englith trade to 
Turkey, the merchants having occafion to attend the queen and coun- 
cil, they had thereereat thanks and commendations for the fhips they 
then built of fo great burden, with many encouragements to go forward 
for the kingdom’s fake, (fays the author of the Trade’s increafe, who 
adds, that the ordinary returns of this trade at the beginning were three 
for one). 


_ England, by entering into a 
commodities of Greece, Sy 
than formerly. And (fays 
ferved us with thofe rich ea 


o a dire&t trade to Turkey, procured all the 
nia, Egypt, Perfia, and India, much cheaper 
Sir William Monfon) when the Venetians 
{tern wares, by the way of the Red fea, and 


sTo: x 3 ‘a: 
Tais fhews that it was then but juk introduced, and not well known. 
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down the Nile to Alexandria, and, alfo by way of the caravans to 
Aleppo, they alfo were wont to take freight in their fhips from port to 
port, whereas now (1635) all ftrangers are more defirous to employ 
‘our own fhips in that fervice. Jacobs [Lex mercatoria, p. 9.} alleges, 
(upon what authority I know not) ‘ that the Barbary merchants were 
‘ incorporated in King Henry VII’s time; but that company decaying, 
‘ out of their ruins arofe the Levant or Turkey company, who, firft 
‘ trading with Venice, and then with Turkey, furnifhed England that 
‘ way with Eaft-India commodities, which, till then, were brought to us 

(moftly) by land, and to the Portuguefe alone by long fea, &c. 

This year the fhip Sufan of London, mounting thirty-four guns, car- 
ried out to Turkey the Englifh ambaflador Hareborn, who now firft fet- 
tled peace with Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli, which piratical ftates had 
taken many fhips belonging to London, Priftol, &c. And Hareborn 
having eftablifhed all the Englifh fa&tories in Turkey, notwithftanding 
the malice of the French and Venetians, returned over land to Eng- 
land. 

The fame year a voyage to China was attempted from England with 
four fhips; which, however, went no farther than the coaft of Brafil, 
and returned home for want of provifions, after having fought with 
fome Spanifh fhips of war on that coaft. 

Mezeray, in his Hiftory of France, acquaints us that the yearly reve- 
nue of their king, Henry III, was now got fo high as thirty-two millions 
of livres, (or L3,200,000 Sterling) a livre being at this time equal to 
two fhillings Englith. 7 

The Hanfeatic merchants, in their complaints to the diet of the em- 
pire againft England, aflerted, that by the highduty laid on woollen cloth. 
qn England, it was become (fays Werdenhagen) twice or thrice as dear as. 
it had before been: that hence fprung the vaft increafe of England’s 
wealth, 200,000 cloths being yearly exported thence, three fourths where- 
of were carried into Germany ; and from thence a great part was carried 
into Poland, Denmark, and Sweden: that the remaining fourth part 
was fent to the Netherlands and to France ; but little or aone into Spain; 


from whence it was eafy to infer the immenfenefs of the profit accruing. 
to that nation thereby. The only remedy therefor was to banifh the: 
Englifh merchant-adventurers out of the empire; and abfolutely to pro-- 
hibit all manner of Englifh woollen manufactures, as what they judged: 


would effeGtually bring the queen to terms with the Hanfe towns.. The 


queen had fome friends in this diet, who, together with her own able: 


envoy, Gilpin, long and ftrenuoufly defended her and her merchant-ad-- 

venturers. Yer in the end, the intereft of the Hanfe towns prevailed. 

with the diet, who pafled fentence againft the Englifh merchants, and‘ 

abfolutely prohibited all Englifh woollen goods: yet Gilpin by a ftra- 

tagem obtained that the fentence fhould not be. Sees till che decifion: 
Rane 


x 
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of another diet; and our merchants were afterward penned to re- 
move from Staden to Hamburgh, where they ets re ENN : a 
In this year the Ruffia company fent out no fewer the en fhips, 
well armed, for fear of enemies and pirates. pees in 
Pope Gregory XIII ordered ten days to oes oe mies Es year, 
becaufe 365 days and 6 hours exceeded a year by II mts > One da 
therefor is gained in about 1 32 years; by which eae, pee year 
325, when the council of Nice was held, to this year 15 a A z hole days 
were gained. This was called the new ftile, and doubtlefs the Juftett ; 
though we and other proteftant ftates kept to the old ftile till very 
mee was the cuftom and policy of thofe times, that Queen Eli- 
zabeth was obliged, for the protection of the fhips of her Ruffia company, 
(fays Camden in her Annals) to obtain the king of Denmark’s permit 
fion for the company’s fhips freely to navigate the North fea, by the 
coafts of Norway and Lapland to the haven of St. Nicholas ; and in cafe 
of foul weather, &c. to take fhelter either in Iceland or Norway, even 
in ports by former agreements prohibited, „provided they did not trade 
there without that king’s licence; for which privileges’ the company 
were to pay him 100 rofe nobles annually, during the term of this 
grant. ces 
Queen Elizabeth fent Sir Jerom Bowes to Ruffia : but the minifters of 
the new czar, Pheodore Juanowitz, being, as fome faid, corrupted by 
Dutch prefents, he returned home without being able to obtain a re- 
newal of the company’s exclufive privileges. The writers of thofe times 
acquaint us, that, befides the main commodities fent from England to 
Ruffia, viz. cloths, filks, velvets, &c. they carried thither coarfe linen 
cloth *, old filver plate, all kinds of {mall mercery wares ferving for the 
apparel of both fexes, as-linen and filk girdles, garters, purfes, knives, 
&c. Yet what by the expenfe of the firft difcovery, (thirty years ago) 
and the large prefents fince beftowed on the czar and his munifters, and 
the falfe dealings of others there, it had coft the company about 
180,000 before it could be brought to any profitable account ; and even 
at this time, from the fickle temper of the czar and his people, the en- 
croachments of the Hollanders, and the expenfe of ambaffadors, &c. all 
born by the company, this trade now ftood on a very precarious bot- 
tom. Camden in his Hiftory of Queen Elizabeth fays that this new czar 
promifed to remit to our company half of the cuftoms paid by other 
nations, in confideration of their having been the firft difcoverers of the 
- way thither by fea. In other refpects he added to their privileges out 


of regard for the queen; at the fame time accufing the company of hav- 


ing dealt falfely with his people; and no other anfwer than this could 


* Great quantities of line 


y 5 k Ha ] 
à antitie ns of various kinds are now imported from Ruffia: fuch are frequevtiy _ 
the vaft alterations in commerce. 
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Dr. Fletcher obtain, who was fent afterwards ambaflador on this behalf 
to Ruffia, in the year 1588. : oem 

The laft part of the preceding paragraph we have taken from a curi- 
ous and judicious treatife of Captain Carlifle’s, who was fon-in law to 
Sir Francis Walfingham, fecretary of ftate to Queen Elizabeth; and 
who this year alfo fet forth the hazard of the Englith in their voyages 
to Turkey from the piratical ftates of Barbary, for prevention where- 
of it coft about L2000 yearly in prefents; and the like hazards in our 
trade to Italy, our failors being obliged to pay large ranfoms to the Al- 
gerines for their redemption from flavery. Moreover, the Venetians, 
envying our advancement in thofe trades, have loaded us with high du- 
ties on our merchandize, and on theirs which we bring back. 

Yet (fays Captain Carlifle) we drive a great trade with Spain and Por- 
tugal, who take off much of our wares to their Indies. 

Carlifle had, by the intereft of Sir Francis Walfingham and others, 
raifed Lrooo fubfcription at Briftol, for an attempt to fettle in Ameri- 
ca; and had propofed to the Ruffia merchants to “raife L3000 more at 
London; which L4ooo0 they deemed fufficient to fettle 100 men. in 
their intended plantation. : 

Captain Carlifle judicisufly difplays the many benefits which would 
accrue to England by making a fettlement in North America: Such as 
the great confumption of our woollen and other manufactures; taking 
off our idle and burdenfome people; the great likelihood of rich mines ; 
and ftill more, of our raifing naval ftores in America, which we are now 
obliged at high prices to take from other nations; that this propofed 
fettlement may alfo be greatly helpful to the fifhery in thofe feas; and 
as there are grapes in plenty in America, and olives may be eafily propa- 
gated there, both wine and oil may be had in abundance: Furs alfo, 
and fkins in abundance. $ 

Pippins (according to the author of the Prefent ftate of England, 
printed anno 1683) were firft planted in England about this time in 
Lincolnfhire, prior to thofe of Kent. 

In the year 1578 the queen had granted a patent to Sir Humphry 
Gilbert (half-brother to Sir Walter Raleigh) and his afligns, to make 
difcoveries weftward, and to fettle a colony. Accordingly, (after fun- 
dry difcouragements) he failed this year from Plymouth with five thips; 
and at Newfoundland was aflifted by the Englifh fithing {hips there in 
taking pofleflion of that ifland for himfelf, under the crown of England. 
. He had carried with him many artificers, with toys, &c. for traffic. 

There he fet up the queen’s arms, and gave leafes to many perfons for 
_flages to cure their filh; the Portuguefe, French, and Spanifh fhips 
crews agreeing thereto. He thence failed to Cape Breton, and to the 
Continent of North America, where he loft one of his fhips. Meeting 
with many other difafters, he returned homeward ; but Sir Humphry and ~ 
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all in his fhip were loft in a great ftorm, and only one a got fafe home 
to Falmouth. Walter Raleigh, then a young man, was deeply engaged 
in thi ject. 
ea rE year a fhip of 250 tons belonging to Southampton failed 
on a voyage to Brafil and Rio de la Plata ; but was in going thither une 
fortunately loft on the coaft of Guinea. 
Adrian Gilbert got the queen’s patent to himfelf and others for five 
years, for the difcovery of a north-weft paflage to China, &c. by the l 
title of the Solleagues of the fellowfhip for the difcovery of the north- ; 
weft paflag.; which fcheme came to nothing. N i ; 
The queen-mother of France, Catharine de Medici, aflifting the baf- 
tard of Portugal, Don Antonio, with fhips and troops, he got poflefion 
of one of the Azores or Weftern iflands ; but the Spanifh fleet, confit. 
ing of twelve galleys and fifty galleons, meeting with that of France, to- 
tally defeated it. Voltaire in his General hiftory of Europe (part v.) 
thinks, thar this was the firft time that galleys were feen in the Ocean, 
G. e. without the Mediterranean fea) it being, fays he, very {urprifing 
that they fhenld have been brought the diftance of 1000 leagues to thofe 
ftrange feas. “When Louis XIV, long after this time, fent fome galleys 
into the Ocean, it was falfely fuppofed to have been the firft attempt of 
that kind: yet this attempt was, it is true, more hazardous than that of 
the Spaniards, the Channel being more tempeftuous than the Atlantic 
- ocean. The mercantile Venetian and Genoefe galleys, which formerly 
reforted to England, were very probably of a more {olid ftruéture than 
thofe ones which are only fit for fummer expeditions within the Medi- 
terranean. 
1584.—Sir Walter Raleigh, whofe great genius inclined him to new 
enterprifes and difcoveries, this year procured a fociety of gentlemen 
and merchants to fub{cribe a confiderable fum of money for forming a 
fettlement on the continent of North America; and on Lady-day 1584 
Queen Elizabeth granted them a charter for that purpofe. Amidas 
and Barlow, with two veflels, were accordingly fent; but they failed 
about 1000 leagues out of their way: for the fhort courfe to the nor- 
thern parts of America not being as yet known, they fteered the wonted 
courfe of the Spaniards, by the Canary ifles, and thence into the trade- 
wind to the Caribbee iflands; thence failing through the gulf of Flori- 
da, they anchored on the coaft of the country now called Virginia; 
where, making fome infignificant trade with the natives w 
their furs, they returned home with g 
magnified the richnefs of the country, 
adventure. They brought home fome 


try the name of Virginia, which indeed they truly reprefented to bez 
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pleafant country, abounding in fine woods, deer, hares, wild fowl, fith, 
vines, currants, &c. 

Raleigh therefor obtained Queen Elizabeth’s patent to himfelf, &c. 
for the pofleflion of fuch remote lands, not then inhabited by Chriftians, 
as they fhould difcover in fix years, of which they thereby had the pro- 
perty granted to them for ever, referving to the crown the fifth part of 
all gold and filver ore found therein; with power to feize to their pro- 
per ufe all fhips with their merchandize that fhall without leave plant 
within 200 leagues of this intended fettlement ; excepting, however, the 
queen’s fubjeéts and allies fifhing at Newfoundland, &c. grants free de- 
nization to the planters and their pofterity refiding there. Powers are 
alfo granted to the patentees for making bye-laws there, not repugnant 
to thofe of England. N. B. In this and fome other patents of thofe 
times, there was no diftiné place, longitude, nor latitude fixed or limit- 
ed for fuch plantation, although undoubtedly North America was the 
country intended. 

In the fame year Jerom Horfey, the queen’s and the Englifh Ruffia 
company’s agent, is faid to have obtained more benefits of the czar Theo- 
dore Ivanowitz than could be got in twenty preceding years. The czar 
fent Horfey over land with his compliments to the queen, who fent him 
back to him with her’s: after which he took leave a fecond time, re- 
turning with the czar’s prefents for Queen Elizabeth. He was very ho- 
nourably received at the new caftle of Archangel, and coming to St. 
Nicholas, at the fea-fide, he was faluted with the cannon of the Englith, 
Dutch, and French fhips: which alfo plainly fhews that this compa- 
ny’s exclufive trade before this was quite abrogated *. 

1585.—Next year Captain John Davis with two barks from Dartmouth 
firft failed into the ftraits now fo well known by his name, and after 


proceeding to the northward as far as 66 deg. 40 min. returned home 


the fame year, as all others fince have done, without difcovering a 
north-weft paflage. At this time we find they knew the ufe of fome- 
what like the harpoon, with which they killed a porpoife; but though 
many whales fell in their way, they knew not yet the right manner of 

` 


killing them. 


The fate of the noble commercial city of Antwerp muft not be over- 
looked in the hiftory of commerce. That moft beautiful city, which 
had long flourifhed in the greateft opulence, the fruit of unrivalled 
commerce and manufactures, was now befieged and taken by the duke 
of Parma, the- governor of the Spanifh provinces in the Netherlands. 


* Camden exprefsly afferts that this czar gave fea, by a propofal that fhe fhould throw the trade 
free permiffion to the merchants of all nations to open to all her fubjects; which fhews, that the 
trade to Ruffia, and anfwered Elizabeth’s demand Ruffian prince was not ignorant of the principles 
ofa renewal of the exclufive privileges, granted by of commerce, and of the intereit of his country. 
us father to the Englifh company in the White M. i ` 


2 
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For three days together the Spanifh foldiers wallowed in the plunder of 
the city, from which they carried off at leaft two millions of piftoles, 
befides which, an incalculable quantity of rich merchandize and furni- 
ture was deftroyed by fire. Almoft 3000 of the inhabitants fell by the 
fword, 1500 were burnt or trodden to death, and as many were drown- 
ed in the Scheld. : Bie. 

The ruin of this famous city gave the finifhing blow to the com- 
merce of the Spanifh Netherlands. The fifhing trade removed into Ho]. 
land. The noble manufactures of Flanders and Brabant were difperfeg 
into different countries. The woollen manufacture fettled moftly in 
Leyden, where it ftill flourifhes. The linen removed to Harlem and 
Amfterdam. About a third part of the manufacturers and merchaitts 
who wrought and dealed in filks, damafks, taffities, bays, fayes, ferges, 
ftockings, &c. fettled in England, becaufe England was then ignorant 
of thofe manufactures: and the reft of the merchants of Antwerp, 
(more efpecially the proteftants) would probably alfo have fettled 
in England, but that foreign merchants paid double cuftoms, and 
were alfo excluded from all companies or focieties of commerce, as | 
were alfo foreign journeymen from fetting up to be mafter-workmen, 
or even partners in any trades but fuch as the Englifh were unacquainted 
with. And thus, through the madnefs of Spanifh popith bigotry, and of 
arbitrary power, commerce and manufa@ures, driven from their Nether- 
lands, proved the means of enriching moft of the countries of Europe 
weft and north of the Mediterranean fea. A moft ferious memento to 
„all nations ! f : 

To this perfecution of the Flemith proteftants the kingdom of Swe- 

_ den is faid to be indebted for its greateft improvements. They firft 
taught the Swedes to make iron cannon, and other iron, copper, and 
brafs manufa@iures; for before this time moft of the Swedith iron was 
only run into pigs and fent to Dantzic, and other parts of Pruffia, to 
be forged into bars; juft as the Englith formerly fent their wool into 
Flanders, to be made into cloth by the Flemings, 

Malynes, in his treatife intitled Free trade, (8vo, 1622, p. 68) ob- 
feryes, that no nation trafficked fo much to Antwerp, in bulk of ftaple 
commodities, as England. This, fays he, is aflerted by Botero, who 
reiates, that, two years before the taking of Antwerp, all the merchan- 
dize of Chriftendom which were vended there in one year being valued 
by the officers of that city, the Englifh merchandize alone amounted to - 
four fifths of the whole! 

Though Antwerp was the moft opulent city in the weftern parts of 
the world, yet as moft part of its commerce was carried on by the 
fhips of foreign nations, it had not much fhipping properly of its own, 
compared with thofe of modern London and Amfterdam. So that when 
it was facked, the thipping removed with the nations they belonged to, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ee e 


A. D. 1585. 174 


which was one reafon that it could never recover its former commerce, 
as the Dutch forts on the Scheld, below it, was another, and more co- 
gent one. In its glory it contained 13,500 private houfes, 42 churches, 
22 markets, and 220 ftreets. From the Scheld on which it ftands, in the 
figure of a crefcent, were cut eight principal canals into the city for load- 
ed fhips to go into the heart of it. Not only England and Holland have 
happily felt the advantages of the wild condu& of Spain, in their per 
fecution of the proteftants of the Netherlands, by a very confiderable ac- 
ceffion of induftrious manufacturers ; but likewife fundry cities of Ger- 
many were‘thence ftocked with induftrious inhabitants: particularly, 
the count de Hanau thereupon ereéted what is called the new town of 
Hanau (much finer than the old one), fince, however, increafed by the 
perfecution of the French proteftants by Louis XIV. 

It was ordered by the dean, high fteward, and burgefles of Weftmin- 
fter, that the number of ale-houfes fhould not exceed one hundred, viz. 
fixty for St. Margaret’s parifh, twenty for St. Martin’s, and twenty for 
St. Clement’s and the Savoy precin@. The inhabitants of St. Marga- 
ret’s parifh thus appear to have exceeded thofe of all the reft of the 
liberty by onefixth part; and as there were, when Maitland wrote, 
(about the year 1740) 1164 ale-houfes in that city and liberty, he right- 
ly enough eftimates the whole to be about twelve times as large in his 
time as it was then. 

Sir Richard Greenville failed for Virginia, by the old round about 
way above defcribed, with feven fhips loaded with arms, ammunition, 
and provifions, and with men for a fettlement. He began with plant- 
ing at Roanoke ifle, lying about five leagues from the continent SE 
36 degrees north latitude, where he left 108 men, who, neglecting to 
prepare their provifions in due feafon, and going far up the country in 
queft of mines, (for golden dreams were then univerfal) moft of them 
were either deftroyed by the natives, or perifhed for want ; and the few, 
who furvived, were taken up by Sir Francis Drake on his return from 
the Spanifh Weft Indies, who took them all home with him, even al- 
though they had fown corn there, very near ripe, fufficient for two 


years fuftenance. And they were but juft gone, when a fhip, fitted out at: 


the fole coft of Sir Walter Raleigh, arrived there with all forts of conve- 
niences; as did Sir Richard Greenville foon after, with three other thips, 
with a farther fupply: But finding the places quite defolate where the 
Englith planters had fettled, they all returned home Fe 


* The ifland of Roanoke is {carcely five miles 
tom the coaft of North Carolina; for fo that part 
of America was called, after the indifcriminate 
Name af Virginia ,was reftri&ted to the province 
Now fo called. 7 
t Inthefe accounts there feems to be fome confu- 
aon refpećting the time and the names of perfons, 
Owing to the careleffnefs of writers and traufcribers. 


Vou. II- 


Camden, (in his dunals of Elizabeth) fays, that 
to the beft of his knowlege, the firit tobacco ever 
feen in England was now brought from Virginia: 
and he obferves, that in a few years afterwards to- 
bacco taverns (or fmoking houfes) were as com- 
mon in London as beer-houles or wine-tayerns. 


Z 
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The feven United provinces this year fent deputies to Queen Eliza. 
beth, with requeft to take their provinces under her protection, or elfe to 
grant them fufficient aid during their war with the king of Spain. She 
refufed to be their fovereign, but fent to their affiftance the earl of Lei- 
cefter to command her troops, confifting of scoo foot and 1000 horfe, 
and to be governor of their provinces. [Fædera, V. xv, pp. 793 et feqq. 
Gollection of treaties, V. ii, p. 83, ed. 1732.) i 

The ftates-general, as a fecurity for her expenfes, put her in poffefion 
of the town of Flufhing, and the fort of Rammekins, in Zealand, and 
the town of Brill, with its forts; which were to be reftored “upon pay- 
ment of the queen’s difburfements. This is called the treaty of Non- 
fuch, concluded the roth of Auguft 1585. 

It would be to little purpofe to recount all the private adventures of 
Englifhmen againft the Spaniards in America in Queen Elizabeth’s 
reign; yet Drake’s grand expedition (though undertaken only by pri- 
vate adventurers) with 25 fhips, and 2300 men, may merit a brief ac- 
count. He facked the town of St. Jago at the Cape de Verd ifles. He 
failed thence to the Weft-Indies, and took and pillaged the city of St. 
Domingo: then he took the city of Carthagena, and obliged them to 
ranfom it. The feafon being far advanced, he found himfelf obliged to 
return homeward, without following his original {cheme, which was to 
march over land to Panama on the fhore of the South fea. Wherefor 
he failed by the coaft of Florida, where he facked the fort of St. Augul- 
tine, and found about L2000 in money, with 14 brafs cannon. Next 
he called at the infant Virginia colony, and carried the people home 
with him, as already noted. Hakluyt makes the whole booty of this 
expedition not to exceed L600,000, and fays they loft therein 700 men: 
it therefor did not fully anfwer expedtation. 

This year Queen Elizabeth granted a patent to the earls of Warwick 
and Leicefter, and to forty more, for an exclufive trade to the domi- 
nions of Morocco during twelve years ; to the emperor whereof, Muley 
Hamet, fhe fent her minifter, Roberts, who remained three years there, 
and obtained fome privileges for the Englith ; particularly, that none of . 
the Englifh fhould in future be made flaves in his dominions. 

The Algerine pirates now firft venturing into the Ocean, (according 
to Morgan’s Hiftory of Algiers, M. li, p. 588) with three fhips attacked 
and pillaged the chief town of the Canaries, carrying home much booty, 
and many captives. ; 

The violences of the duke of Alva, and the fubfequent fack of Ant- 
werp, had forced fuch multitudes of people to take fhelter at Amfter- 
dam, that m a few years after it increafed above one half; and new ram- 
parts, ditches, &c. were made round the increafed part of the city- 
Werdenhagen obferves, that at one time 19,000 people retired from Ant- 
werp into Holland, and moftly to: Amfterdam ; whereby Antwerp, not 
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only the fineft city of all Brabant, but almoft of all Europe, was mifer- 
ably {tripped of its wealth and profperity, whilft riches, arts, ingenuity, 
and induftry crowded into Amfterdam, in a manner fo fudden as hard- 
ly to be paralleled in ftory ; fo that it now became the chief city of traf 
fic in all the Netherlands. For as the great penfionary De Witt ob- 
ferves, in his Intereft of Holland, although Antwerp was, in refpect of 
its good foundation and far-extended traffic, the moft renowned mer- 
chandizing city that eer was (tillthen) in the world, fending many 
fhips backward and forward from France, England, Spain, Italy, &c. and 
making many filk manufactures, yet Brabant and Flanders were too re- 
mote and ill-fituated for erecting at Antwerp, or near to it, the fifhery 
of haddoc, cod, and herring, and for making that trade as profitable 
there as it might be in Holland. The king of Spain defired to weaken 
that {trong city, (which he thought too powerful) and to difperfe the 
traffic over his many other cities. The merchants of Antwerp, being 
neceflitated to forfake that-city, chofe Amfterdam to fettle in, (which 
before the troubles was the next great city of commerce inthe Netherlands) 
becaufe the ifles of Zealand were not fo well fituated for inland commerce; 
and there was then no toleration of religion either in France or England. 
In the latter country alfo there were heavy duties on goods exported and 
imported; and their guilds or halls excluded foreigners : neverthelefs, 
one third part of the dealers in, and weavers of, fays, damafks, ftock- 
ings, &c. went cafually into England, becaufe thofe trades were then 
new to the Englifh, and therefor under no halls or guilds. Another 
great part went to Leyden; and the traders in linen fixed at Harlem. 
The Flemith fifhing went alfo to Holland; though ftill the villages of 
‘landers and Brabant retained much manufacture, by means of land 
carriage into France and Germany. What Botero fays, in his Treatfe 
of the caufes of the magnificence and greatnefs of cities, was even now 
certainly true of the cities of Flanders, viz. that they were the moft 
mercantile and the moft frequented cities for commerce and traffic in 
all Europe; a principal caufe whereof was, that the infinite quantity of 
merchandize imported and exported paid but a very {mall cuftom. _ 
At this time the new-ere¢ted republic of the United provinces was in 
great diftrefs, as not only King Henry II of France, but Queen Eliza- 
beth of England, had again refufed to be their fovereigns. The faga- 
Cious queen forefaw that when fhe was once engaged againft Spain in 
defence of that fovereignty, it would be almoft impoflible to tell, when 
fhe fhould be able to retreat with honour and fafety; but the powerful 
aid fhe intended to give the ftates-general fhe might either leflen or 1m- 
creafe at pleafure. She now therefore ftipulated to {upply the {tates 
with 5000 foot and 1000 horfe, and to pay thofe troops whilft the war 


lafted, but to be repaid at the end of it; the three ae already men~ 
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tioned remaining in her hands by way of fecurity for the fame, and for 
L100,000 in money, which fhe had formerly lent them. 

Sir Bemard Drake, with a fquadron of Englifh fhips, was now fent to 
Newfoundland, where he took feveral Portuguefe fhips laden with fith 
and oil, (Portugal being now united to Spain) which is all that.we meet 
with material concerning that ifland during the reft of this century, 

1586.—Miflelden [Circle of commerce, p. 54, ed. 1623, 4to] relates, 
that Queen Elizabeth now confirmed all the former charters of the com- 
pany of Englith merchant-adventurers, granting them the like autho. 
rity to hold their courts, and to exercife their trade in Germany as am- 
ply as they had formerly done in the Netherlands, with ftri&t prohibition 
to all not free of that company to trade within their limits*. Where. 
upon the city of Hamburgh invited them again to fettle there, and the 
company fent thither two commiffioners: yet the imperial and Spanifh ` 
party in the fenate fo far prevailed, that the commiffioners were oblig.. 
ed next year to go over to Staden, where they fixed the company’s ftaple 
to good purpofe. Before this time, Staden was unfrequented by mer- 
chants; but in ten years that the company refided there, Staden found 
a great change for the better, till the year 1597, when the company 
was forced to leave it. 

Captain John Davis with three fhips made his fecond voyage for the: 
north-weft paflage; but finding no paflage in the ftraits of his name, 
attempted it farther fouth, where he loft fome of his men by the na- 


tives; and returned: after bartering toys for fome hundreds of feal- 
{kins. 


a much greater commerce to Spain. Fro 
date the great, but gradual, declenfion of 
Baltic fea, and more efpecially that of Wi 
augutt market-place, town-houfe, capacious wine-cellars, and the large 


and flately private houfes of which city, fufficiently teftify its antient 
great trade and opulence. 


At this time flourifhed the famo 


i ious Danifh-aftronomer Tycho Brahe, 
who made fome aftronomical difcoveries and improvements, which - 
proved very beneficial to navigation i 
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bers, on condition of expelling them, as they accordingly did ; and there 
they built and fortified the town of that name, which they hold to this 
day, paying tribute and cuftoms to the Chinefe. Since the Portuguefe 
were expelled from Japan, Macao is become quite inconfiderable, hav- 
ing but five fhips left: it contained 5000 Portuguefe, and 1 500 Chinefe 
in the year 1699. à 

The fame year Sir, Walter Raleigh fitted out from Plymouth two 
{mall veffels, which at the Azores took five Spanifh fhips; and, after 
fome other exploits, returned home with a good booty. 

Thomas Cavendifh now commenced the fecond Englifh circumnavi- 
gation of the earth at his own expenfe, which he effected in two years 
and two months, by the old route through Magellan’s ftrait, and home 
by the Cape of Good Hope, having loft two of his three fhips. He took 
a rich Spanifh {hip from the Philippines, and deftroyed other {hips and 
fome towns in the South feas. But neither this nor Drake’s circumna- 
vigation were intended for making ufeful fettlements in thofe remote 
parts, for the benefit of commerce, as moft certainly they might eafily 
have done; their object being only to pillage the Spaniards, together - 
with fome tranfient commerce. a 

In this fame year the earl of Cumberland and Sir Walter.Raleigh 
jointly fent out fome fhips to privateer on the Spaniards in the South. 
feas: but this undertaking proved unfortunate, and a great.lof& to thefe 
two enterprifing geniufes. 

Hakluyt acquaints us, that Jerome Horfey now obtained of the czar - 
Theodore Juanowitz, new privileges for the Englifh Ruffia company, 
{though not exclufive ones) fuch as a freedom from certain tolls or taxes, 
&c. But it feems they were in this. new grant prohibited from carry- 
ing their goods to the new caftle of Archangel, and obliged to ufe the: 
old warehoufes and the harbour of St. Nicholas.. As this is the fecond - 
time that we find mention of the new caftle of Archangel, it is probable 
there was then no town of that name, and-that this new caflle has fince 
grown up into the town of Archangel. 

We are indebted to De Witt’s Intereff of Holland for the following 
remarks on the earl of Leicefter’s conduét in Holland in this year, viz. 
“ that although during- the troubles on the {core of religion, many: Fle- 
< milh and Brabant clothiers and merchants retired to Holland, yet 
were they prefently in great danger of being driven out*again by the 
“ earl of Leicefter, who, by the intereft of the clergy, his courtiers, and 
* Englith foldiers, endeavoured to make himfelf lord of the country, . 
ifluing very prejudicial placarts againft traffic and navigation, defign- 
‘ng by, furprife to have feized on the three greateft trading cities, viz. 
` Amflerdam, Leyden, and Enckhuyfen.’ In another place he fays, * that — 
Leicefter’s edi@ at Utrecht, in the year 1586, prohibiting ftores of 
War, provifions, or even merchandize, as alfo letters, from being cat-~ 
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* ried to the Spaniards or their allies, &c. had like He marg marred al 
‘ the advantages which the fall of Antwerp had brought to Holland 
‘ had not the French, Scots, Danes, and Renee Hanie towns, inter. 
‘ pofed, whereby that edi& was fruftrated. Soot e bare ter 
‘ ror of its being to take place made very many trading people leave 
€ the Netherlands, who fettled at Hamburgh, Bremen, Embden, Staden, ; 
t &c. The later edi&, Thuanus [Z. Ixxxv.] thinks, was in order to 
raife money for carrying on the war, by obliging all nations to pur 
chafe free navigation at high prices. Great, however, as thofe two ay. 
thors are, it may be confidered that the later was a Frenchman, and the 
other ftrongly frenchified, and a violent republican, and foe to Eng. 
land *. : SS Sree ee 
1587.—Sir Walter Raleigh had his mind fo intenfely fet upon a 
plantation in North America, that he again fent out three fhips and 150 
perfons of both fexes. Thefe planters Raleigh’s fuperintendant fettled. 
on the ifland of Roanoke, where he found the fecond colony had been 
deftroyed by the natives. He rebuilt the fort and houfes, calling the 
place the city of Raleigh; and leaving 115 men in his new fettle- 
ment, he returned home, where he remained about three years before 
he could obtain the neceflary fupplies which he had promifed to bring 
in the year after he left the colony. When he arrived in 1 590, with 
fupplies of men and ftores in three fhips, he found that fuch of the colo- 
a ny as remained alive had removed to.a place on the continent called Cro- 
atoan, that word being carved on the trees. To this place they intend- 
-ed to fail in fearch of the colony; but a ftorm unfortunately arifing, 
the fhips loft their anchors and cables, and provifions alfo failing, they 
agreed to return home, leaving that miferable colony to perifh, to the 
fhame of that age; for though Raleigh was in trouble about this time, 
yet furely the queen and nation fhould have had compaflion on thofe 
poor men, left amongft favages in a wildernefs. se 
Thus was this fcheme of a plantation in Virginia quite laid afide dur- 
ing all the reft of Queen Elizabeth’s reign ; and all the great expenfe of 


Raleigh and the other adventurers utterly thrown away, befides the lof 
of many mens lives. 


A law was made in Scotlan 
the future to exceed Lr O, or 
Lioo by the year, thus valu 
Parl. Fa. VI, c. 52.) ifi 

The law made in the reign of King James I, for fending deputies or 
commiflioners to parliament, to reprefent the lefler barons or freehold- 


> 


d, whereby the legal intereft was not for 
an equivalent of five bolls of vidual, for 
ing five bolls equal to Lio Scots. [117 


er 7 9 
* Camden's account of Leicefler’s condu& is 


nearly the fame with thofe of the foreign authors 
here quoted, M. 


f Contra&s made before the date of this law 
were to remain valid. M. 
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ers, having been much neglected, it was now re-enacted ; and the re- 
gular reprefentation of the fhires, and alfo of the cities and burghs, was 
ever after conftantly kept up. [/. c. 113.] 

Tn this king’s reign there were fundry ftri& laws made for confining 
commerce in Scotland to the freemen of burghs ; fo far that no work- 
man or craftfman fhould be permitted to carry on his craft or calling, 
in any adjacent fuburb of a free burgh, even though the fuburb fhould 
be no way fubjeét to the burgh. 

About this time the queen granted to the Steelyard merchants of 
the German Hanfe towns the very fame commercial privileges and 
immunities, in point of cuftoms on commerce, as were enjoyed by 
her’ own natural-born -fubjects ; provided, however, that. her Englith 
l merchants at Hamburgh were equally well treated ; which yet did-not 
) . give them entire content. In the mean time the queen, being at war 
L. with Spain, gave the Hanfe towns due notice not to carry into Spain, 
l 


a EATS E d o ae GS 


Portugal, nor Italy, provifions, naval ftores, or implements of war, for 
the king of Spain’s ufe, under forfeiture thereof, and even of corporal 

: punifhment. 
In England, as well as in other European countries, where there was 
f any confiderable commerce,. the falaries, and dayly wages or pay of ar- 
l tificers, foldiers, failors, labourers, &c. were confiderably enhanced about 
this: time, .occafioned partly by the general increafe of commerce, and, 
partly by the great acceffion of filver bullion annually imported from 
the Spanifh colonies in Mexico and Peru.. 

The count of Eaft-Friefland wrote to Queen Elizabeth, complaining 
of the Hollanders, who had blocked up his river-Ems, and even part of 
his town of Embden, fo as to hinder the exportation of corn, &c. on pre- 
tence of fuch provifions being carried to the Spaniards, their enemies, 
while at the fame: time they themfelves fent 200 veflels yearly, with 
corn, and. other provifions, &c. to their mortal enemy the king of 
Spain’s country, for the fake of gain. The count tells the queen, how 
much he had formerly encouraged her merchant-adventurers when 
fettled at Embden ; alfo, how much even they were obftruéted in car- 
rying their cloth into the interior parts of the empire, by the interrup- 
tion of his people’s commerce by the Hollanders ;.and that he had en- 
couraged her merchants, notwithftanding all the endeavours of the im- 
perial and Hanfeatic cities to obftrua it. [Federa, V. xvi, p. 6.] Yet 
the company was not now at Embden, but had removed from Ham- - 
burgh to Staden.. 

Queen Elizabeth having intelligence of the formidable preparations 
of Philip IT of Spain for an invafion of England, fent out Sir Francis 

rake witha fleet of forty fhips to the coait of Spain,.where he de- 

Toyed many fbips, particularly about 100 veffels laden with provifions Loa 
and ammunition, near Cadiz and Lifbon. He alfo took a rich Portugal 


EEE 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative $ 


184 A. D. 1587. 


carrack from Eaft-India at the Azores, out of the papers whereof (fays 
Camden, in Queen Elizabeth’s hiftory) the Englith fo fully underftoca 
the rich value of the Eaft-Indian merchandize, and the manner of tradin 
into the eaftern world, that they afterward fet up a gainful trade, by 
eftablifhing a company of Eaft-India merchants at London. He al 
took an argofie full of rich merchandize. 

„The damages, which the Spaniards fuffered from Drake, obligeg 
them to poftpone the intended invafion of England. But another 
greater, and feemingly more effectual, caufe of deferring it, does equal 
honour to commerce, and to Sir Francis Walfingham, the fecretary of 
{tate, who, by the aid of Thomas Sutton, Efq. (who was afterward 
founder of the charter-houfe hofpital in London), and alfo of the 
queen’s merchant Sir Thomas Grefham, and of fome others, found 
means to get all the Spanifh bills of exchange protefted, which were 
drawn on the merchants of Genoa, and which were to fupply Philip 
for carrying on his preparations. A merchant of London, fays Bifhop 
Burnet, [Hiffory of his own times, V.i, p. 313] being very well ac- 
quainted with the revenue and expenfe of Spain, and of all that they 
could raife, and knowing alfo that their funds were fo fwallowed up, 
that it was impoflible for them to vidtual and fit out their fleet, but by 
their credit on the bank of Genoa, he undertook to write to all the 
places of trade, and to get fuch remittances made on that bank, that 
he might have fo much of the money in his own hands, as there fhould 
be none current there equal to the great occafion of victualling the 
‘Spanith fleet. He reckoned that the keeping of fuch a treafure dead 
in his hands, until the feafon of victualling was over, would be a lofs of 

_ L40,000: and he managed the matter with fuch fecrecy and fuccefs, 
‘that the fleet could not be fet out that year. At {o fmall a price (fays 
the bifhop), with fo fkilful a management, was the nation faved at that 
time. Wheeler, the fecretary and hiftoriographer of the Englifh mer- 
«chant-adventurers company, alfo aflerts, that the fellowfhip of mer- 
-chant-adventurers were likewife, on this fame occafion, aflifting to the 

‘queen in like fort, at the mart of Kiel in Holftein. All which demon- 
firates the great importance of mercantile credit, and its influence, 

eee well conduéted, in matters of even the higheft ftate concern to a 
nation. 

In the fame year John Davis, with three fhips from Dartmouth, un- 
dertook a third voyage for a north-weft paflage to China, &c. In this 
voyage, he met with a Bifcay fhip, which he judged to be upon the 
fifhing for whales, Nothing materially different happening in this at- 
tempt from the two former, he returned home without finding any 
paflage, having gone up his former-named ftrait to no effe&t. All thefe 
three voyages were much encouraged ‘by the lord treafurer Burleigh, 
Sir Francis Walfingham fecretary of ftate, and other noblemen, anç 
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alfo by feveral merchants. Thofe great men knew, from what had al- 
ready been difcovered, as alfo from the frame and ftruciure of the terra- 
queous globe, that fooner or later more difcoveries would be made; and 
that as it would greatly redound to the benefit of their country, fo it 
would no lefs advance their own glory to be the inftruments of fuch 
great benefits to their country. 

1588.—King Philip II of Spain, though difappointed of invading Eng- 
land in the year 1587, fent his fleet and troops out againft England in the 
memorable year 1588. Camden afferts that it was the beft appointed of 
men, ammunition, and provifions, of all that ever the Ocean faw, and 
called by the arrogant appellation of the invincible armada. It confift- 
ed of 

130 fhips of all kinds, 
19,290 foldiers, 
8350 failors, 
2080 galley flaves, 

2630 cannon. 

The lord admiral, Charles Lord Howard of Effingham, was the chief 
commander of the Englifh fleet this year; Sir Francis Drake vice-ad- 
miral; Sir John Hawkins and Sir Martin Frobifher rear-admirals. The 
whole Englith fleet confifted of but 76 fhips paid by the queen, and 38 
by the city of London; befides 83 coafters, &c. fent by feveral other 
fea-ports ; in all 197 veflels great and {mall *, befides thofe of Holland 
and Zealand. Some of our veffels, filled with combuftible matter, and 
fent among the Spanifh fhips, are faid to have given rife to the terrible 
invention of fire-fhips t. 

_ The pompous and tremendous armada of Spain, partly by the valour 
of the Englifh navy, which, though much inferior, had many engage- 
ments with them in the Channel, and that of the ftates of the new Bel- 
gic republic, partly by the duke of Parma not joining them with his 
land and fea forces from the Netherlands, and partly by violently tem- 
peftuous weather, after lofing many fhips and men, was obliged to re- 
tire north about by the coafts of Scotland, and thence home to Spain, 
by the weft coaft of Ireland. On the coaft of Scotland, they loft many 
fhips, and (according to Camden) had above yoo foldiers and failors 
wrecked there, who, by the interceffion of the prince of Parma to King 
James, and with the confent of Queen Elizabeth, were afterward fent 


* Stow, that circumftantial and indefatigable 
Writer, gives the names of mot of the Englifh 
fleet, of which fixteen fhips of war were furnifhed 
by the Londoners, and ten by the fociety of mer- 
chant-adventurers. There are alfo lifts of the 
Spanifh and Englifh forces in a manufcript of the 
Cotton library, Julius, F. vi, No. 106, 107. M. 


Vox, IT. 


+ The Englifh may have invented fire-fhips at 
this time, though it is certain that the Tyrians, 
1920 years before, deftroyed Alexander’s works. 
by a fire-fhip, and the Coniftantinopolitans, A. D- 
716, deflroyed the Saracen fleet by the fame 


means. Jf. 
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ever to the Low Countries; but thofe who were wrecked on the Trith 
coafts were almoft every where put to the {word. And thus w re 
only England, Scotland, Ireland, and the new republic ee the Uniteg 
Netherlands, preferved from imminent deftruction, but alfo the equilj. 
brium of the general liberties of all the reft of Europe, as well as 
the proteftant religion in Britain and elfewhere ; for at this time § ain 
was undoubtedly the moft potent monarchy in Europe, although b 
mifconduét, and the growing power of Holland and England, and foon 
afterward of France (when its civil wars fubfided), that kingdom foon 
after this time began to fhew evident fymptoms of a decline, Out of 
134 fhips, which for this great attempt came out of Lifbon, only’ 53 
returned ; only one of the galleaffes of Naples, and one of the four 
great galleons of Portugal; and only 33 of the gt galleons and hulks of | 
other provinces ; fo that in all Spain loft 81 fhips, and 1 3,500 foldiers 
and mariners, befides much treafure *. : 

Grotius, in his Hiftory of the Netherlands [Z. i, p- 171] obfervesupon 
this occafion, that the glories of Greece and Rome were fully equalled 
by the valour and fortune of the Englifh, though their advantages over 
Spain were more flowly and more fafely obtained ; and all the time they 
fought with the Spaniards they loft not-one capital fhip, nor above an 

~ hundred men ; whereas the Spaniards fuffered every extremity of mifery, 
loft many capital fhips, and near five thoufand men. 

Danièl Rogers, whom the queen had fent to Denmark with compli- 
ments of condolencé on the death of Frederic II, and to cultivate the 
friendthip of the tutors of the young king, was commiffioned alfo to re- 
monftrate againft the arreftment of fhips at the Sound for the offences of 
individuals, and againft the evafion of the antient treaty, whereby the» 
privilege of fifhing at Iceland was to be renewed to. the Englith every 
feven years. He alfo demanded, that the toll for pafling the Sound 
fhould not be paid till the return of the fhips from the Baltic, and 
then in the ufual money of Denmark ; that owners fhould not he liable 
to fuffer for frauds committed by the mafters of their veflels ; that the 
packages (or wrappers) of cloths fhould not be charged with duties: 
and that the toll called loft-gelt thould be remitted to the Englith. 
But the Danes, who were difpleafed that the Eneglith failed to Ruffia by 
the North fea, inftead of pafling through their Sound, evaded comply- 


ere not 


* The antient femicircular line of battle was 
{ll in ufe. In one of the engagements in the 
Channel, the Spanifh fleet was drawn up in that 
form, and the two points of ‘the fem 


chicf, who prudently declined a mode of fighting, 
wherein the fuperior fize and lofty fides of the 
enemy’sfhips would have given them a decided 
p icirele or - fuperiority over his low-built veffels, and which 
crefcent were feven miles afunder. Neither was’ would have entirely thrown away the great advan- 
the old method of condudting a fea cngagement tage which his faft-failing {mall veffels hai in the 
by grappling the hoftile fhips, and fighting hand agility of their manceuyres. [Camdeni 41, ad an: 
to hand, fo far exploded, but that fome of the 1588.] M. ; ; 
Englith officers propofed it to the commander in as 
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being under age: 


~ 


ing with his demands, on pretence of their king 
[Camdeni Ann. Eliz. ad an. 1588.] a ae 

As the number of men in a nation is of the utmoft importance, we 
fhall here quote a paragraph from the anonymous author of a {mall fo- 
lio treatife, intitled, the Happy future ftate of England [1689, p. 249.] 
He fays, that Mr. Pepys (fecretary of the-admiralty) fhewed him a pa- 
per, ftating, that the whole number of men in the realm of Spain, 
taken by a fecret furvey, fome time, ‘as is fuppofed, before the year 
1588, was but 1,125,390, exclufive of the regular and fecular clergy. Now,. 
we may here note, that if it be true, as is generally prefumed, that the 
grown-up men of a country are about one fourth part of the whole people, 
then multiplying 1,125,390 by four, gives for the population of Spain 
about this time 4,501,560 fouls; the fmallnefs of which number, in fo 
extenfive a country, is eafily to be accounted for, when we duely confi- 

4 + der their driving out fuch vaft numbers of Moors and Jews, and -their 
receiving no foreign fupplies in their ftead ; their fending out continu- 
ally fuch numbers of their own people in the preceding eighty years, to 
plant their American dominions; and alfo the confuming and deftrué- 
ive wars of the Emperor Charles V, and of his fon King Philip H, in 
the Netherlands, Italy, &c. Theresare even many of opinion, that 
Spain does not at prefent contain above five millions of fouls. 

About this time there were ‘annually manufactured in Cambray 
60,000 pieces of cambric, which being valued, one with another, at 40 
florins each, amount to 2,400,000 florins, or about L240,000 Ster-- 
ling yearly. [Thuani Hifl. L. |xxxix, ad an. 1588.] 

< The Happy future flate of England relates [p. 127] that in a re- 

‘“monftrance of the corporation of the trinity-houfe in the year 1602: 
to the earl of Nottingham, lord high-admiral of England (extant in Sir 
Julius Czefar’s collections) it is faid, that in the year 1588, Queen Eli- 
zabeth had at fea 150 fail of fhips, whereof only 40 were her own *, 
and 110 belonged to her fubjedts. And that in the fame year there 
were likewife 150 fail of Englifh merchant fhips, of about 150 tons one 
with another, employed in trading voyages to all parts and countries; 
The queen’s 40 {hips carried 12,090 men, or 300 in each fhip;.the r10 
hired ones 12,100, or r10 in each fhip, on an average; and the 150 
trading fhips carried 6000 feamen, or 40 in each fhip.. But the re- 
monftrance farther adds, that ina little above twelve years fince the 
year 1588, the fhipping, and the number of our feamen,. were decayed ~ 
about one-third part. This decay of our maritime power was doubtlefs 
owing to the wars with Spain, the great lofs of thipping in thofe wars, 


* Though England was then, next to Spain, largeft of thofe {hips did not exceed the fize of a 
the moft powerful maritime ftate in Europe, the modern fourth rate. 
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and in the many private expeditions and adventures. of our People a 
America, Africa, &c. * ae my ; 
Both before and after the year 1 588, upon Spain bane that 
the Englith {hips frequented the Indian feas, Queen fae eth (as Cam, 
den and others obferve) declared that the ocean was free to all, forat. 
much as neither nature, nor regard of public ufe, do permit the exclu. 
five pofleffion thereof. The like anfwer fhe made to the king of Den- 
mark, who fet up a claim to the fovereignty of the feas o Norway and 
Iceland, becaufe he was lord of the fhores on both fides, faying, that 
the kings of England never prohibited the navigation and fifhing on 
the Irifh fea or channel, even though they be lords alfo. of both thores, 
Yet in the cafe of the Ruflia company’s thips, We have feen under the 
year 1583, the queen partly complied with the Danith claim. How 
different this ftile is from that of the writers In the two following reigns, 
and of fome even of later times on this fubje@t, will be feen in its pros 
per place. i 
In this fame famous year, the cheft at Chatham was founded, being a 
contribution for the relief of maimed and: fuperannuated Englith mari- 
ners, out of which penfions are paid to them for life, by the advice of 
Sir Francis Drake, Sir John Hawkins, &c... It was at finit only a volun- 
tary monthly contribution of the mariners out of their pay, for the 
fuccour of their wounded brethren, but was afterward: made perpetual 
by Queen Elizabeth. By an a& of ‘the rump. parliament [anno 1649, 
c. 24) for abolifhing- deans and chapters, and felling. their lands, we 
find that this cheft had been ufually kept at the Hill-houfe at Chatham, 
which, with its gardens, &c. had belonged to the dean and chapter of 
“Rochefter. Till the noble foundation of Greenwich. hofpital by King 
William III, this was the only charity of that kind for diftrefied failors. 
Gibfon, in his additions to*Gamden’s Britannia, obferves that the navy 
of England has always owed more to the county of Kent than to all 
the other counties of England together, on account of the number and 
importance of the places of that county fubfervient to the royal navy, 
which, befides Chatham yards, ‘docks, &c. has Greenwich, Deptford, 
Woolwich, Sheernefs, and Dover fubfervient to it. ‘How much. thefe 
dock-yards, ftore-houfes, &c. have been increafed and improved fince 
. Camden’s time, and even fince the firft edition. of Gibfon’s additions 
(anno 1692), would require a volume fully to defcribe. And there are 
additions, enlargements, and very ufeful and beautiful improvements 
conftantly making to thofe places, and alfo to the two famous ports 0 
Portfmouth and Plymouth, infomuch that the king’s yards alone ap- 
pear like large towns of themfelves. And as a beginning is made for 


* The truth of this decay may be doubted, if Has any year of this century. paffed -without fome- 
vpported only by the authority of a remonftrance. body afferting that the country was ruined? M. 
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the like end at Milford haven, itis to be hoped authority will effecu- 
ally complete the fortifications, docks, &c. of that ineomparable haven, 
even in this generation. i “cs 

Dr. Gyles Fletcher being fent ambaflador to Ruffia, obtained (though 
not without difficulty) a renewal of certain former grants, fuch as li- 
berty for the Englifh Ruffia company to trade through Ruffia into Per- 
fia; alfo payment of part of the debts due by Ruffian fubjeéts to that 
company ; and that no Englifhman refiding in Ruffia fhould be reputed 
of the company, unlefs acknowleged and authorized by them. But the 
czar would never be brought to allow the company its original exclufive 
trade to this country ; for which, and other caufes, their- trade was at 
this time very much decayed *. 
A fhip and pinnace from London made a profperous voyage to Be- 
nin on the weft coaft of Africa. Queen Elizabeth alfo in the fame year 
granted a patent for ten years to fome merchants of“ Exeter and other 
towns.in Devonfhire, and two London merchants, for an exclufive trade 
to the.rivers Senegal and Gambia in Guinea, becaufe the adventuring 
of a new trade cannot be a matter of {mall charge and hazard to the 
adventurers in the beginning: provided, however, that at any time 
after the date hereof, the queen, or fix privy counfellors, may in writ- 
ing revoke this patent, upon fix months notice. So here is another in- 
ftance of little more than the name of an exclufive company to be de= 
pended on for any certain determined time. `“ se 

1589.—Queen Elizabeth, determined upon-revenge for the Spanifh in- 
vafion, took the frugal method of authorizing and encouraging private ad- 
venturers to undertake it at their own coft, the queen only fupplying them 
with fix of her own fhips, to which the Dutch joined fome fhips. For 
this end, Sir Francis Drake for the fea fervice, and Sir John Norris for 
the army, procured many to join with thenrin fo promifing a project, 
taking with them Don Antonio the pretender to the crown of Portugal. 
Stow makes the number of fhips aflembled for that end to be 146, and 
14,0c0 men (Camden fays 11,000 foldiers and 1500 failors); but Rapin 
only 80 fhips and 11,000 foldiers. With this force they landed at Co- 
runna in Gallicia ¿“and the lower ‘town they took, but could not the 
higher. Next they took Peniche, and thence the army went over land, 
and the fleet proceeded to Lifbon, to attack Portugal, in behalf of the 
baftard Don Antonio prior of Crato (pretending to that crown in op- 
pofition to Philip of Spain, in poffeflion of it): Yet there were fo many 
Spanifh troops in and near that city, that they could not take it. After 
taking Cafcais, at the mouth of the Tagus, to recompenfe their charges 
(fays Camden), they took about fixty hulks (or fly-boats) of the Ger- 
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man Hanfe towns, laden with wheat and warlike ftores, to furnifh 1 
new armada againft England,.and kept the cargoes, but difchargeq the 
fhips. Thofe fhips, left they fhould be taken, had failed by. the Ork- 
neys, the Weftern ifles of Scotland, and the weft fide of Ireland, becaufe 
Queen Elizabeth had forewarned the Hanfe towns that they fhould not 
carry any victuals nor provifion for war into Spaim-nor Portugal, under 
pain of lofs of fhips and goods. Yet although this was a legal capture, 
it neverthelefs gave Queen Elizabeth much trouble for fevera} years 
after, in anfwering the remonftrances from the empire, and alfo from 
Poland and Dantzick, they being deeply concerned inthis feizure; and in 


the end produced a total breach between England and the Hanfe towns: 


At length, after facking Vigo, they returned home to England with 
150 pieces of cannon-and a very rich booty (lays Camden), though 
others thought otherwife, and that all their achievements and booty 


did not recompenfe the charge and the lofs of 60co of their foldiers 


and failors. This is perhaps the greateft privateering enterprife Gf it 
may properly be fo termed) of any in the later ages of the world. 

In the fame year the brave and enterprifing earl of Cumberland, 
with feveral fhips, failed on a private adventure to the Azores or Weftern 
fles, where he tuok many good prizes from the Spanifh and Portuguefe 
Weft-Indies, -&c. feized on, and ranfomed, the town of Fayal, and re- 
turned home with a great booty, though much diftrefled by ftorms, &c. 
At the Azores Lord Cumberland met with three or four Scottifh fhips, 
who fupplied him with wine and water; and this is the firft account we 
have met with of Scottith fhips making fo long a voyage *. 

It is {carcely worth recording, that in the fame year an abortive pri- 
vateering adventure was attempted from Plymouth, with three thips, for 


the South feas of America, one of which was of 349 and another of 300 . 


tons; but none of them could get through the ftraits of Magellan, and 
all the three were loft in 
this account. 3 
- William Lee, A. M. of St. John’s college in Cambridge, invented an 
engine or fteel loom, called the fiocking-frame, for knitting, or weav- 
ing, flockings. This was but twenty-eight years after we had firft learn 
ed from Spain‘the method of knitting them by wires or needles. Mr. 
Lee’s invention has proved a confiderable benefit to the ftocking manu- 
facture, by enabling England, in after times, to export vaft quantities 
of filk ftockings to Italy, &c. where it feems (by Sir Jofiah Child’s ex- 
cellent Difcourfes on trade, publifhed in the year 1670) they had not 
then got the ufe of the ftocking-frame, though little fhort of 100 years 
after its invention: yet Dr. Howell, in his Hiftory of the world, [7 i; 
* It appears by a letter from King 


x e Th sing James to (and Probably alfo fooner) traded to the Cana- 
tn oe Sh ee Zvi, ø- 336] that ries, which are flill more diftant than the Azores: 


ts, in the year 1598, 
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p. 222.] makes this invention eleven years later, „viz. in 1600; and 
adds, that Mr. Lee not only taught this art in England! and in France, 
but his fervants did the fame in Spain, Venice, and in Ireland... 

Henry IV king of France greatly enlarged the filk manufactures in- 
that kingdom. Before this time the filk-worm and mulberry trees had 
been propagated only in the Lionois, Dauphine, Provence, and Lan- 
guedoc ; but this king not only carried it as far north as Orleans, but 
brought filk to be an univerfal manufacture in France. Mezeray fays, 
that he alfo planted mulberry trees near Paris, and attempted to breed 
filk-worms at the Tuillieries, Fountainbleau, and the caftle of Madrid, © 
but without fuccefs. T 

The manufaćture of cloth, both woollen and linen, in France, was 
likewife much increafed in that king’s reign, as ‘alfo. many other me- 
chanical works: fo that the French (fays: De Witt in his Intereft of 
Holland) could now fupply others with more manufa@ures than foreign- 
ers could take of; whereas formerly the bulk of the people of France 
fubfifted by tillage and vine-dreffing. ‘ : 

1590.—About the year 1590 the invention of the telefcope, or fpying- 
glafs, was difcovered, which is juftly efteemed one of the moft ufefui and 
excellent difcoveries of modern times, though produced by mere chance. 
The common account is, that two children of one Janfon, a {pectacle-ma- 
ker at Middleburg in Zealand, being at play in their father’s fhop, and 
looking through two pieces of glafs which were at fome {mall diftance 
from each other, the weathercock of the church fleeple appeared to 
them unufually large, and much nearer. Of this they inftantly told 
their father, who, furprited alfo at frit, made the experiment of fixing 


‘two fuch pieces of glafs in brazen circles or cylinders, fo as they might 
be placed nearer or farther at pleaftré. Janfon very foon improved this 
difcovery fo much, that he prefented a telefcope twelve inches long to 
Prince Maurice, and another to the archduke Albert. Wotton (in bis 
‘Refle@ions upon antient and modern leavnimg) relates, tnat Privce 
“Maurice, conjecturing that they might be of sreat ufe in war, dekred 
him to conceal his fecret; and for that reafon his name was fo little 
known, that neither Des Cartes nor Gerard Voflius had ever heard any 
thing of him, wher they attributed this invention to Jacobus Metius of 
Alcmaer. None of thofe fith teiefcopes, however, were above eighteen 
inches long; neither were they properly framed for making aftronomi- 
cal obfervations, till Galileo, aftronomer to the grand duke of Tufca- 
ny, hearing of the difcovery, made fuch great improvements, as have 
gained him, in the opinion of many, the honour of the invention itfelf, 
by giving to the telefcope the appellation of Galileo’s tube. Some, in- 
deed, make this noble invention to have happened eleven years. later, 
and aflert that J. Baptifta Porta, a noble Neapolitan, was- the firft 
Inventor; but the general belief is as above. Our incomparable Sir 
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Ifaac Newton was the inventor of the reflecting telefcope, confiftin 
fpecula or mirrors, inftead of lenfes, which has been fince much im. 
proved, and is much more exact and ufeful than refracting ones. ‘The 
microfcope, which magnifies the {malleft object fo as to be diftingy 
viewed, was difcovered in the year 1621; and it is faid this happeneg 
both in Naples and Holland at the fame time *, 

By the telefcope aftronomy is brought to a degree of perfeion un- 
attainable by the antients. Navigation (and confequently commerce 
is likewife much affifted from a more perfe&t difcovery of the heaven] 
bodies; and whole volumes have been publifhed on the amazing dit 
coveries made by the help of the microfcope. 

We have the beft authority for fixing the date of the firft manufacture 
of fail-cloth in England in the year 1590, being the preamble to an aĝ 
of parliament, [1 Fac. I, c. 23] reciting, that, € whereas the cloths . 
* called mildernix and powel-davies, whereof fails and other furniture 
‘ for the navy and fhipping are made, were heretofore altogether 
* brought out of France and other parts beyond fea, and the {kill and 
* art of making and weaving of the faid cloths never known or ufed in 
' England until about the 32d year of the reign of the late Queen 
* Elizabeth, about what time, and not before, the perfect art or {kill of 
“ making and weaving of the faid cloths was attained to, and fince prac- 

tifed and continued in this realm, to the great benefit and commodity 
‘ thereof, &c. 

As we {till excel all the nations upon earth both in naval power and 
in maritime commerce, every thing relative to either fhould, as far asis ` 
practicable, come to us at the firft hand. Yet, though it may feem 
fomewhat ftrange that a nation in thofe days, very far from being emi- 
nent in fhipping, fhould have fo long fupplied us with this great article, 
it ought to be confidered that they were, in thofe days and long before 
we fell into it, eminent for the manufacture of many kinds of excellent 
cloths made both of flax and hemp; and that perfedion, in almott 
every art, is not to be attained but by very flow degrees. 

The ftates-general of the United Netherlands wrote to Queen Eliza 
beth, complaining of the great and exceflive damages done to their mer- 
chants and people by her thips of war, as well in her ports as on the 
feas, in their return homewards from the weftern parts, (i. e. Spain and 
Portugal), amounting, as by vouchers, to 1,600,000 florins. They 
fubjoin, that the people of the United provinces do not depend either 
on the intrinfic riches or extent of their country, both being very in- 
confiderable ; but their whole dependence is on their navigation an 
traffic, which muft be inviolably fupported, otherwife their merchants 
will withdraw into other Countries, and the ftates will be rendered ut- 


* Mr Anderfon might have alfo found the inventio 
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terly incapable of carrying on the prefent war againft the king of Spain ; 
that at this very time their fhips, failing towards the Weft, and to France, 
and returning, are dayly more and more pillaged and robbed by the queen’s 
fubjeéts, who are fo cruel as to oblige the Hollanders, whom they rob, to 
give it to them under their hands, that the goods they are robbed of 
are fairly bought of them by the Englifh; and in fine, that their peo- 
ple can no longer endure fuch cruel ufage, which will in the end re- 
dound to the difadvantage of her dominions :—wherefor, they urge her 
to a {peedy and effectual redrefs, &c. 

To thefe complaints the queen’s council replied, that fuch as had 
really fuffered damage, had either already had fatisfaction, or fhould 
have it, upon proper application ; and that the queen would fpeedily 
fend over to Holland a perfon of diftinétion, in order to fettle with the 
ftates all the matters complained of. 

The captures which the ftates called robberies, were the confequences 
of the Dutch trading to the Spanifh territories, (here cautioufly hidden 
under the words weftern parts), notwithftanding that the ftates, as well 
as the queen, were at war with Spain. A practice which the Dutch 
have at all times not only ufed, but pleaded for, even in their offenfive 
alliances with Great Britain, and much more when in a ftate of neu- 
trality ; of which we have no need to produce inftances, becaufe they are 
innumerable, and many very recent ones too. 

In the fame year 1590, a fecond voyage was made from London, 
with the fame fhip and pinnace as in the year 1588, to Benin in Africa, 
which likewife was profperous. In both voyages their cargoes outward 
were linen and woollen cloths, iron manufactures, bracelets of copper, 
glafs beads, coral, hawks bells, horfes tails, hats, &c. and they brought 
home Guinea pepper, elephants teeth, oil of palm, cotton cloth, and 
cloth made of the bark of trees. 

In Giovanni Botero’s fecond book of the Caufes of the magnificence 
and greatnefs of cities, [c. 8] he tells us, that excellent fugars were pro- 
duced in the ifland of Madeira, where at prefent in our days we hear of 
none at all *. 

The fame year is memorable for the gallant behaviour of ten Englifh 
merchant fhips returning home from Conftantinople, Venice, &c. which 
in the ftraits of Gibraltar fought twelve Spanifh galleys carrying 300 
men each, and after fix hours made them fly, without lofing one man, 
although the Spanifh galleys loft many men, and were greatly hurt. 

The province of Samoieda (the moft northerly part of the Ruffian 
territories) was now brought under the Ruffian monarchy, it having 


.* It is equally deferving of attention, that the ported to various countries, and efpecially to Eng- 
Wine of Madeira about this time (viz. in 1588) J/and. The fame Portuguefe author alfo notes the ex- 
had acquired the excellent charaéter which ic fill cellency of the confections and conferves of fugar in 
retains ; and that great quantities of it were ex- Madeira. [Pigafetta, in Purchas, B. xii c. 4,§ 2-] M. 
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been hitherto unknown to Ruffia, as lying in a violently-cold cl 
oppofite to Nova Zembla. Thofe new tributaries are now faid t 
agreed to pay two fable fkins yearly per head to the czar, wher 
trade to Ruflia was greatly increafed. 

The country of Siberia lying fouth of Samoieda had been difcovereg 
and reduced a little before this time, and has fince been greatly im- 
proved, and thereby has confiderably increafed the revenue of Ruffia, 
not only from their fine fürs of many kinds, but from their excellent 
iron-works, as alfo from their fturgeon, falmon, &c. in great quantitiés, 
to the confiderable increafe of the commerce of Ruffia. 

Queen Elizabeth now farmed her cuftoms at 142,000, and afterwards 
at 150,000, to Sir Thomas Smith, who had-long had them at the rent 
of L14,000. Such an advance is a good evidence of the great Increafe 
of the commerce of England. 

Till about this time, fays Sir Philip Medows, (in his excellent Obfer- 
ations concerning the dominion and fovereignty of the feas) from 
the Memoirs of the duke de Sully, the whole naval ftrength of the 
crown of France was about half a dozen of {hips of war (fuch as they 
were) at Breft and Rochel, and about a {core of galleys in the Mediter- 
ranean. But this king (continues he) dreffed a new plan of the French 
monarchy ; and though his great defigns were interrupted by an‘imma- 
ture death, and alfo by a fucceeding minority, yet the great Cardinal 
Richlieu refumed it again. He firft taught France that the fleur de 
luces could flourifh at fea as well as on land, and adorned the fterns of 
his new-built fhips with this prophetic infcription : 


iMate, 
9 have 
1 
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Florent quoque lilia ponto.” 


Queen Elizabeth, knowing the good effeds of a potent navy, made 
feveral prudent regulations therein. Mr. Burchet, in his Naval hiftory. 
relates, * that fhe affigned L8970 yearly for the repairs of her fleet.’ 
How mean fuch a fum would be thought at prefent for fach a purpofe 
needs not to be obferved ; her own {hips (as we have feen) were but 
few ; and money in thofe days went much farther for all things than 
in our days. as > 

It is undoubtedly true that the number, wealth, and fplendour of 
large and populous cities are in general the beft fymptoms of the ‘ftate 
of commerce every where ; neverthelefs, in great arbitrary monarchies,. 
as in France, Ruffia, Turkey, Perfia, &c. the cities, which are the ufual 
refidence of their monarchs, and of their courts, nobles, guards, &c. 
may be large and fplendid without having a generally-profperous com- 
merce in their refpective countries. Giovanni Botero, an eminent Ita- 
lian author, who about this time wrote an excellent {mall treatife on 
the caufes of the magnificence and greatnefs of cities, gives us the ~ 
feveral-caufes or means of making cities great and magnificent ; fuch 
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as, the commodious fituation, good foil and roads, deep and fafe ha- 
vens and rivers, colonies, good government, fchools, privileges, induf- 
try, &c. All which, though neceflarily conducive to make a great 
and rich city, will never attain the end without commerce and manu- 
fatures, and foreign or maritime trade where it can be had. Among 
the kingdoms of Chriftendom, (fays he) the greateft, richeft, and moft 
populous is France, containing 27,000 parifhes, and 15 millions of peo- 
ple; fo fertile by nature, and fo rich through'the induftry of her peo- 
ple, as not to envy any other country ; and by means of the refidence 
of the kings of fo mighty a kingdom fo long at Paris, that city is be- 
come the greateft in Chriftendom, containing about 450,000 people. 
What he adds is remarkable, though furely not ftri&ly true even then, 
and much lefs fo in our days, at leaft with relation to England, viz. 
the kingdoms of England, Naples, Portugal, and Bohemia, as alfo the 
earldom of Flanders, and the dukedom of Milan, are ftates, in a man- 
ner, of equal greatnefs and power ; fo that the cities wherein the princes 
of thofe fame countries have for any long time made their refidence 
have been, in a manner, alfo alike, as London, Naples, Lifbon, Prague, 
Milan, and Gaunt, which have each of them, more or lefs, 160,000 in- 
habitants *. But Lifbon is indeed fomewhat larger than the reft, by 
means of the commerce of Ethiop, (i. e. Africa) India, and Brafil ; as is 
likewife London, by means of the wars and troubles in the Low coun- 
tries ; and Naples is, within thefe thirty years, grown as great again as 
it was. In Spain there is not a city of any fuch greatnefs, partly be- 
caufe it has been, till of late, divided into divers little kingdoms, and 
partly through want of navigable rivers, to bring fo great a quantity of 
food, &c. into one place, for maintaining an extraordinary number of 
people. The cities in Spain of moft magnificence are thofe where the 
antient kings and princes held their feats, as Barcelona, Saragofla, Va- 
lentia, Cordova, Toledo, Burgos, Leon, &c. being fuch as pafs not the 
fecond rank of the cities of Italy. Yet he allows Granada, where the 
Moorifh kings fo long reigned, and Seville, through the difcovery of 
America, to be greater than thofe other cities; and Valadolid (by 
means of the former long refidence of the kings of Spam, though no 
city) may compare with its nobleft cities ; and alfo Madrid is much in- 
creafed, and continually increafing, by the court which King Philip 
keeps there. Cracow, through the former long refidence of the kings 
of Foland, and Vilna, by that of the great dukes of Lithuania, are the 
two moft populous cities in Poland. In Ruffia, Volodimer, Great No- 
vogrod, and Mofcow, are the moft eminent cities, as having been all 
three the feats of their great dukes, though at this day Mofcow, their 
ome muft be obferyed, that the quotations are here taken from the Englith tranflation, printed in 
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prefent refidence, is fo great and pee = e a one of 
the four cities of the firft rank in Europe, which are Mo cow, Conftan. 
tinople, Paris, and Lifbon. In Sicily, Palermo is the chief, being equal 
to cities of the fecond rank in Italy *. Rome, whofe majefty exceederh 
all the world, would fhe not be more like a defart than a City, if the 
pope held not his refidence therein, with the greatnefs of his court, the 
concourfe of ambafladors, prelates, princes, with an infinite number of 
people ferving both him and them; if, with magnificent buildings 
conduits, fountains, and ftreets, it were not glorioufly adorned; and if 
with all thefe means, it did not draw and entertain fuch a number of 
merchants, tradef{men, fhopkeepers, artificers, workmen, and labourers > 
[B. ii, c. 1.] 3 a 

In B. ui, c. 2. he inquires, ‘ what the reafon is, that cities, once 
€ grown to a certain greatnefs, increafe not onward according to that 
t proportion ? After remarking on the increafe and decreafe of old 
Rome, he fubjoins, and in like manner, fince It 1s 400 years [i. e. 572 
years from this year 1762] fince Milan and Venice had as many people 
as they have at this day, how comes it to pafs that the multiplication 
goes not onward accordingly ? Some anfwer, that plagues, wars, deaths, 
&c. are the caufes: but this gives no fatisfaGtion, becaufe thefe have 
always been. Others give a more trifling anfwer, viz. God governs the 
world ; which we know was. alfo always fo. My anfwer may not. only 
ferve for cities, but alfo for the univerfal theatre of the world. 1 fay-then, 
that the augmentation of cities proceeds partly out of the virtue gene-. 
rative of men, and partly out of the virtue nutritive of cities. Now, 
forafmuch as men are at this day as apt for generation as they were in 
the times of David or Mofes, if there were no other impediment, the 
propagation of mankind: would increafe without end, and the augment- 
ation of cities would be without term ; and if they do not increafe in 
infinitum, T muft needs fay it proceeds from the defe&t of nutriment and 
fuftenance fufficient for it, which are gotten either out of their own ter- 
ritories or elfe from foreign countries. Now, to have a city great and. 
populous, it is neceffary that viuals may eafily be brought into it, and 
that fuch city have the means for that end, by overcoming all obfta- 
cles. Now, that greatnefs which depends on remote caufes, or hard 
means, cannot long endure, and every man will feek his advantage and. 
eafe where he may find it beft : great cities are more fubje@ to dearths. 
than {mall ones ; and plagues affli&t them more grievoufly and frequently, 
and with a greater lofs of people. So that although men were as apt to 
generation in the height of old Roman greatnefs as in the firft beginning, 
thereof, yet for-all that. the people increafed not proportionably, becaufe 


# By cities of the, fecond rank in Italy, 


Eerie he underftands fuch as contain under an. hundred thoufand 
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the virtue nutritive of that city had no power to go farther ; and in fuc- 
ceffion of time, the inhabitants finding much want, and lefs means to 
fupply the fame, either forbore to marry, or elle fled their country ; and 
for the fame reafons, mankind, grown to a certain complete number, 
hath grown no farther ; and it is 3000 years or more that the earth was 
as full of people as at prefent ; for the fruits of the earth, and the plenty 
of victual, do. not fuffice to feed a greater number. Man firft propa- 
gated in the Eaft, and thence fpread far and near ; and: having peopled 
the continent, they next peopled the iflands; thence they pafled into 
Europe, and laft of all to the new world.. The barrennefs of foils, fearcity 
of neceflaries, inundations, earthquakes, peftilences, famines, wars, &c. 
have occafioned.numberlefs migrations ; and even the very-driving out by- 
force of the younger people, and in many countries the felling of them 
for flaves, in order to make more room for fuch as remained; all which. 
are the let and ftay that the number of. men cannot increafe and grow 
immoderately. 

At this. time, according to the fame-author, the city.of Paris far ex- 
ceeded, in number of people, and in abundance of all things, all other 
cities of Chriftendom, Mofcow excepted ;. and Lifbon was the next great- 
eft city of Chriftendom. Yet we of the prefent-age fee London exceed. 
any of them all, unlefs Paris, according to fome, fhould be. excepted. 

The fame Botero, fill {peaking of the caufes of the greatnefs of cities, 
obferves, ‘ that it is.not one particular advantage alone that will effect 
* fuch greatnefs, but the many before-named advantages concurring ; 
«alfo ornaments, (like thofe truely.grand ones of Rome, Venice, &c.) 
“ eafinefs of accefs, and of carriage, and fruitfulnefs of the neighbour- 
ing foil. Thus Piedmont hath plenty of corn, cattle, wines, and ex- 
‘ cellent fruits, and yet hath not one great city: and the like in Eng-- 
ù land, London excepted ; for although it abounds in plenty of all good 
‘ things, yet there is not another city in it that deferves to be called 
‘ great: as may. alfo be faid. of France, Paris excepted, which city, . 
< however, is not fituated in the fruitfulleft. part of that great king- 
< dom *.” 

1591.—There was held at Lubeck a general aflembly of the deputies 
of the Hanfe towns, at which thofe of Roftock, Dantzick, Bremen, and 
Hamburgh, were prefent, where they treated of their rights, immuni- 
ties, &c. which they alleged the queen of England dayly. endeavoured: 
to impair ; whereupon they fent letters to:her, written with great heat.. 
The queen.in a, contemptuous manner anfwered thofe. letters, telling 


we Botero fays, that France pofléffes four mag- and alfo of the Ocean as far north as Saintoigne. 
nets, which attraét the wealth of other countries, ‘The fourth confifts of hemp and cloth, of which, 7 
viz. corn, which is exported to Spain and Portu- and of corte, great quantities are carried to Life - 
gal: wine, which is fent to Flanders, England, bon and Seville, for the fhipping; and the export- 
and the coafts of the Baltic; /a/f, made by the ation of the articles of this fourth clafs is incredi- - 
heat of the fun on the fhore of the Mediterranean, bly great. [Re/pub. Gallia, p. 573°] M. 
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them, that although they had written to her with fo little refpeĝ, 
imputed that rather to their amanuenfis, or fecretary, than to them, 
felves ; at the fame time letting them know how much fhe defpifeg 
their menaces. [Thuani Hif. L. 100.] 

Some members of the Englith Turkey, or Levant, company, havin 
about the year 1584, carried part of their cloth, tin, &c. from Ale a 
to Bagdat, and thence down the river Tygris to Ormus in the Perfian 
gulf, and thence farther to Goa, for an attempt to {fettle a trade to 
Eaft-India over land, .for that end carried the queen’s recommendator 
letters to the king of Cambaya, and to the king of China. They found 
the Venetians had fa&tories at all thofe places, and were therefor great 
enemies to this attempt of the Englifh, who, however, foon after travel- 
led to fundry other places in India, and to Agra, the great Moguls 2 
capital; alfo to Lahor, to Bengal, to Pegu, Malacca, &c. and return- | 
ed by fea to Ormus, and fo up the Tygris to Bagdat, Bir, and Aleppo, 
and laftly to Tripoly in Syria, and failed thence in an Englifh fhip to 
London this year (1591), having made many ufeful remarks and dif. 
coveries on the nature of the Eaft-India commerce, preparatory to their 
intended voyage by fea to India, now aétually going out. 

We now find the firft inftance recorded in the Fadera of an exclufive 
patent for the fole right of printing and publifhing a book granted b 
the queen to Richard Wright of Oxford, authorizin g him to publifh an 
Englith tranflation of Tacitus, and prohibiting all others from printing 
the fame during his life, or importing any Englifh tranflation whatever 
of Tacitus from beyond the fea *, [Federa, V. xvi, p. 96.] 

Chriftiern IV, king of Denmark, in anfwer to Queen Elizabeth’s com- 
plaints of exa@ions from the Englifh merchants, with refpect to the toll 


* This Englith tranflation of Tacitus has efcap- ` and for maps and charts, with a falary of Lr :6:8 
sed the refearches of the laborious Fabricius. And a-year ; and he prohibited all other printers from 
feveral earlier exclu 7 


five grants for printing particu- invading his privilege. | Federa, V. xy . 150.] 
lar books have efcaped Mr. Radeon ER seh Bro ‘ ape 


1551.—Laurence Torrentine, a German, print- 
In the year 1534 Henry VIH gave the uni- er to Cofmo duke of Florence, having printed an 
verfity of Cambridge the privilege of appointing edition of Juftinian’s Pande@s from the celebrated 
three ftationers and printers, natives or foreigners, copy, which had been preferved xt Pifa (but pre- 
who might print and fell all books licenced by the vioufly at Amalfi) King Edward prohibited all 
chancellor of the univerfity, or his deputies. Bur his fubje@s from reprinting it, either without, of 


he does not fay that nobody elfe hall print « fell wi à aD feven 
apes [Bedra Vink print or fell with, notes or additions, for the {pace of fe 


ZOE iv, $. 543. ] : years. [Federa, V. xv, p. 206. : 
a pe Ae direded DA TENI tofuperin- ` None of thefe grants ees = i authors. But, 
end tae printing of t “nglith Bibl nd gay att ein: t 
the Sechdtes privilege of eae n aand GENS 12th March 1563, Queen Elizabeth granted vy 


9 € of printing it for five years _ Thomas Cooper of Oxford, and his alligns, the 
oan PepUE who fhould be appointed by ‘him. fole right of printing and publifhing his diéłionary, 
[ Federa, see 649.] entitled € Thefaurus utriufque lingue Latine et Dri- p 
j LS as ame king gave Antony Marlar, « tannica,’ for twelve years, and prohibited all a- : 
citizen and haberdafher of London, the exclufive bridgements or other attempts to pirate the work. a. 
privilege of pantin the Bible in Englith for four [Federa, V. Xv, p. 628.] This is clearly a literary q 
tee ae vie 745] kuata property vefted in the author ; and it is, if I mi ; 
E EE a NE RSA olf for t arli ertain j fit up 
life the office of his printer ane bookfeller for a ae eee peg a ; 


the record in Great Britain. AY, 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, books, for grammars, - 
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in the Sound, vindicated his colle¢tors, and in his turn complained of 
fome Englifh pirates, who frequently robbed his fubjeéts of their fhips 
and mérchandize; which violences were fo heinous and intolerable 
that he could neither conceal nor endure them longer. He. therefor 
requefted fhe would forthwith redrefs them, and thereby prevent his- 
doing it himfelf, though unwillingly, &c. [Fædera, V. xvi, p. 105.] 
Probably the feizures of the Danifh fhips,. carrying naval ftores, &c. to 
Spain, were the fubje&t of his remonftrance. 

We have a letter to Queen Elizabeth from the eleétor palatine, in an- 
fwer to her’s to him, exprefling his forrow that the archbifhop of Bre- 
men, by command of the Emperor Rodolph, had abfolutely prohibited 
the fenate and people of Staden from any commerce with the Englith 
merchant-adventurers, or from fuffering them to refide there, even al- 
though four years ago the fenate had made a contract with the Englifh 
company for their refidence there. He tells the. queen that this pro- 
hibition was violently obtained, by means of the Spanifh ambafladors, 
and of certain faGtious Hanfeatics, who are only grieved they do not en- 
joy the advantages which the faid contraé procured for Staden; and he 
promifes his good offices for procuring redrefs. We have a like, pro- 
mife from the ele@or of Saxony to the queen on the fame fubje&. [Fe- 
dera; V. xvi, pp. 106, 111.] 

The Hanfe towns endeavoured to force the town of Elbing in Pruffia 
to difcountenance the Englifh merchant-adventurers, by forbidding their 
refort thither; but the Elbingers underftood their own intereft too well 
to part with fo advantageous a branch of commerce. They therefor 
wrote a ref{pectful letter to Queen Elizabeth; acquainting her with the 
difpleafure of the other Hanfeatics, both againft them and Staden, on 
this account. They alfo told her, that the Hanfeatics had lately held a 
general diet at Lubec, but that their refolutions were kept very fecret ; 
but they (the Elbingers) were refolved to leave the matter to be confi- 
dered by the king and diet of Poland; and in the mean time, under 
her majefty’s protection and,authority, they would go on, as their inclin- 
ations led them, in favour of her merchants. And. King-Sigifmund of 
Poland, in a refpedtful letter to the queen, alfo declared his approbation 
of the Englifh merchant-adventurers refiding at Elbing, or any where - 
elfe in Poland. [Fadera, V. xvi, pp- 135, 154.) ; 

At length the firft voyage * from England to Eaft-India was -under- - 
taken in this year, with three fhips; but’it was rather a privateering 
adventure againft the Portuguefe than a proper mercantile voyage, for 
they took feveral of that nation’s-({hips. In their way-to India they had - 
loft fo many men by ficknefs near. the Cape of Good -Hope that they 


F * Linfchotten [ 2. 170] fays, that before he ofan Englifh fhip having paffed the Cape of Good * 
failed from India (in January 1589) they had heard Hope. Af. 
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“were obliged to fend one of their fhips home, ‘and proceeded with oy 
two to India; moreover, in a ftorm beyond that cape, they loft E 
-pany of Captain Raymond in the principal hip, which was never hone 
of more. So that only Captain Lancafter’s fhip arrived in India, wis 
„alfo met with many grievous misfortunes: and on her return, failin ich 
the Weft-Indies, whilft the captain and moft of his men went on ite 
„to look for provifions on an uninhabited ‘ifland, fix of the `failorş ee 
away with the fhip; and at the end of three years this unfortunate ca ‘ 
-tain was brought home, feveral-of his men having perifhed for w ; 

-that place. 

The Portuguefe, who had fettled at Angola, having been routed ina 
‘battle with the natives, applied to the king of Spain for frefh affiftance 
-to enable them to complete their conquefts. ; 

Several gallant achievements of the Englifh happened’ in this year 
againft the fhipping, towns, &c. of Spain in America and elfewhere as 
related long fince fully by fo many others; but beyond all was that 
unparalleled refiftance made by the gallant Sir Richard Greenville in 
‘the queen’s fhip the Revenge, in which he fuftained a cruel engagement 
for fifteen hours againft fifteen great Spanifh galleons, at the Azone 
-till his fhip had neither men nor ammunition for defence any longer, 
and therefor yielded, as it is finely related by Sir Walter Raleigh. 

The KERT. ona company of England now made a third 

voyage, and traded with the natives with iron-war i 
for elephant’s teeth, hides, &c. eee ce ee 

This year a fleet of fhips failed from St. Malo fi 
French had been fettled long before. They See 
to filh at the ifles in the bay of St. Laurence for morfes, or fea-horfes 
whofe teeth were then fold much dearer than ivory though now efteem- 
ae nee value ; they alfo made much oil from thofe Pinela The 
o oa : kang a from France, the country became well peopled 
ras ank of the vaft river St. Laurence, where there are 

unary towns, forts, and improvements ; infomuch that the Baron La- 
hontan, who had been governor there, and publifhed an account of the 
country, computes the French inhabitants to be 180.000 fe hich 
furely is rather too many. Lahontan i ER 
A ae ) an mentions a kind of prophecy oF 
ght in the Canadians, that the l 
abe N , tha ir colony would one day be conguet- 
ed by New-England, &c. which, to our comfort, has proved true 
| .1593-—In the year 1593, two of Queen Eli Beth: Pe a f war 
joined in partnerfhip with fome mer l a e Soe DS ale 
AG oe erchant fhips *, fitted out by Si 
er Raleigh, and commanded by S i 
Frobither Á y Sir John Boroughs, Sir Martin 
er, and Sir Robert Crofs. Th fi i o 
tons, laden with iron ft for a re ET oh 
n ftores for the Weft-Indies; next they forced 4 


ant at 


* It was then cufto er aoe 
mary for the royal thips to join with the adventurers of London, Briftol, &¢ 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


hee AAA 


CANTA S Lent Al 


Ae D. 1503. PKe 


great Eaft-India carrack on fhore at the Azores, where it was burnt ; 
foon after they met with the greateft of all the Eaft-India carracks, 
homeward bound, of 1600 tons, with 700 men, and 36 brafs cannon, 
which they took, though with great flaughter, and carried her into 
Dartmouth, where fhe furprifed all who faw her, being the Jargeft fhip 
ever feen in England. The cargo confifting of the richeft fpices, cali- 
coes, filks, gold, pearls, drugs, China ware, or porcelain, ebony wood, 
&c. moderately valued at Lı 50,000, was divided amongft the adventur- 
ers, of whom the queen was the principal. The pofleflion of fuch im- 
menfe foreign riches greatly encouraged the Englifh to go direétly to 
the Eaft-Indies purely on a mercantile account. 

Queen Elizabeth this year granted a fecond patent for a trade to Tur- 
key or the Levant. The former one, being only for feven years from 
1581, muft have expired in 1588; yet it does not appear by any thing 
in Hakluyt, who is in other refpeéts an exact writer, that it was again 
renewed till this year, when fifty-three perfons (confifting of knights,. 
aldermen, and merchants,) had the queen’s patent for twelve years. It 
recites, that Sir Edward Ofborn (hereby appointed the firft governor for 
one year), William Harborn, Efq. &c. had not only eftablifhed’ the 
trade to Turkey, at their great coft and hazard, but alfo that to Venice, 
Zant, Cephalonia, Candia, and other Venetian dominions, to the great. 
increafe of the commerce and manufaétures of England ; wherefor the. 
queen now incorporates them by the name of the governor and com- 
pany of merchants of the Levant ; the governor and twelve affiftants to 
be elected yearly. The limits of their charter to be, I) The Venetian. 
territories ; Il) The dominions of the grand fignior by land and fea; 
and laftly, through his countries overland to Eaft-India, a way lately. 
difcovered by John Newberry, Fitch, &c. as already related. The faid 
patentees, their fons, apprentices, agents, factors, and fervants, folely to. 
trade thither for twelve years;—may make bye-laws-for their good go- 
vernment. If their {hips and goods fhall be loft at. fea, the company 
may draw back the cuftoms they had paid for the fame. Shall have. 
thirteen months allowed for re-exportations of the merchandize they, 
bring home, without paying any cuftom for fuch re-exportation, fo as- 
they belong folely to Englifhmen, and.in Englifh.bottoms. Four good. 
fhips, with ordnance and-munition.for their defence, and with 200 Eng-- 
lifh mariners; fhall be freely permitted to-go at all times during the faid: 
twelve years ; provided, that if the queen be at war, fo as to have occa- 
fion for thofe four fhips, then, upon three months notice by the lord: 
admiral, that the queen cannot fpare the faid fhips from the defence of 
the realm, the company fhall forbear fending them out until her navy 
fhall return home.. The company may have a-common.feal, and may 
Place in the tops of their fhips the arms of England, with a red crofs in 
white over the fame, as heretofer they have ufed.. No other fubjects 

Vou. IL.. Ge 
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fhal] trade within the company’s limits. And whereas the ftate of Ve 
nice has of late increafed the duties on Englifh merchandize carried thi. 
ther, and on Venetian merchandize exported from thence In Englith 
{hips ; for redrefs thereof, the queen forbids the fubjects of Venice, anq 
all others but this company, for the faid twelve years, to import into 
England any of the fruits called currants (being the raifins of Corinth 
or wines of Candia, unlefs by the company’s licence under their feal. 
upon pain of forfeiture of fhips and goods, half to the queen and half 
to the company, and alfo of imprifonment ; provided always, that if 
the Venetian ftate fhall take off the two new impofts, then this reftraing 
touching currants and wines of Candia fhall be void. The company 
may admit to be new members any who fhall have been employed ag 
their factors, &c. And the queen gives leave for eighteen perfons more 
(three of whom to be aldermen of London, by her herein named) to be 
of the faid company, upon each of them paying L130 to this company 
towards their paft charges in eftablifhing the faid trades. Members not 
conforming to the rules, payments, and regulations of the company, 
fhall forfeit their right to be of the faid company, whereupon the com- 
pany may elect others in their flead. If this patent fhall hereafter ap- 
pear to the queen not to be profitable to her or to the realm, then, up- 
on eighteen months notice, it {hall ceafe and determine. And, on the 
other fide, if, at the expiration of the faid twelve years, this trade fhall 
appear to be advantageous, then this company may, on their petition 
to the queen, have a new grant of twelve years more. Dated the ath 
of January, in the 34th year of her reign. 

N. B. There was formerly a particular branch of this company, which 

_ was called the Morea company, and which traded with a joint ftock. 
But this general Turkey company has from the beginning been only 
what is called a regulated company. 

In the fame year, Sir Walter Raleigh had formed a defign on the 
Spanifh Weft-Indies, and alfo to furprife the port of Panama in the 
fouth fea ; but that enterprife, like very many fuch, was fruftrated by 
contrary winds. The immenfe riches annually brought home by the 
Spanifh and Portuguefe fleets from the Eaft and Weft Indies occafioned 
fo many attempts of the Englith to intercept them, that though Raleigh 
was now difappointed of his defign on the Weft-Indies, yet the great 
Eaft-India carrack before mentioned made amends for his expenfe of the 
equipment of fifteen fhips for the Weft-India expedition. 

Whilft thofe enterprifes were made beyond fea, our general com- 
merce occafioning a gradual increafe of the fuburbs of London, the bu- 
mour of difmal apprehenfions therefrom, which had moved Queen Eh- 
zabeth to ifue a proclamation againft it in the year 1580, in this. yea" 
infected the parliament fo far as to enact, 1) That no new buildings 
fhould be ereGted within three miles of London or Weftminfter. 
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That one dwelling-houfe, either in London or in Weftminfter, fhould 
not be converted into more. 1I) That no inmates or underfitters fhould 
be in the places aforefaid. IV) That commons or wafte grounds lying 
within three miles of London fhould not be inclofed. And thereto was 
added, V) That the length of a flatute mile for the future fhould be 
eight furlongs, each furlong containing forty poles or perches, and every: 
pole to contain fixceen feet and a half in length; fo that an Englifh mile 
was hereby to contain 1760 yards in length. [35 Eliz. c. 6.] 

We may here obferve, that as this law was doubtlefs made by the in- 
fluence of the landholders, with a view to prevent their people from 
leaving the country to fettle in London, which made their rents fall, for 
want of a fufficient demand (as they then imagined) for provifions, &c. 
in their refpedctive countries ; the landed gentlemen in our days under- 
ftand their true intereft much better, and therefor have forborn fuch 
fort of complaints, although the fuburbs,of London be at leaft four 
times as large as they were then ; fince it is certain, that people from 
the country fettling in London can afford to ufe and confume confider- 
ably more in quantity, and better in quality, of the provifions, manu- 
factures, &c. produced in the country, than the fame number of people 
could have done, had they remained there. 

Queen Elizabeth gave a commiffion to the enterprifing George Clif- 
ford, earl of Cumberland, for fitting out any number of fhips of war 
by him and his affociates, not exceeding fix, at his and their expenfe, 
for annoying the dominions of Spain, or of any others not in amity 
with her ; and fhe granted them the ufe of two of her own fhips of war, 
to be victualled and manned at their expenfe, to join their own fhips. 
The fpoils fhe empowers the earl to divide amongft the fubfcribers to. 
the expedition. 

This fquadron, confifting of eleven fhips, was deftined to intercept 
the Portuguefe carracks bound to Eaft-India; buc failing of that, he 
went and facked the ifle of Lancerota, one of the Canary ifles. From 
thence he failed to the Weft-Indies, and took the town of Porto Rico, 
with an intent to fettle at it, and to make it the principal ftation for his 
future enterprifes againft the Spaniards in thofe parts. He therefor 
turned out all its inhabitants; but by difeafes there he loft 700 men in 
forty days, whereupon he returned home with lefs booty than glory. 

The plague being now in the city of London, the queen iflued a pro- 
clamation, which fhews the antient greatnefs of Bartholomew fair in 
that city, though now dwindled into nothing, in fubftance as follows: 
Whereas the ficknefs is in fundry places in and about London ; to pre- 
vent its being communicated to other parts of the realm, fhe expreisly 
prohibits the keeping of Bartholomew fair, there being wont to be a 
general reforc of all kinds of people out of every part of the realm to 


it; therefor there fhould not be any market kept in the ufual place of. 
Ge2 
2: 
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Smithfield for any wares, nor ftalls or booths for merchandize ; but the 
-open place of Smithfield fhould this year be only for the fale of horfes 
and cattle, and of ftall-wares, as butter, cheefe, and fuch like, in grof 
and not by retail, and for two days only. And for the vent of Woollen 
cloths and linen cloth, to be fold in grofs, and not by retail, the fame 
fhould be all brought within the clofe yard of St. Bartholomew’, * 
where {hops are there continued, and have gates to fhut the fame place 
in the night-time ; and this to continue but three days. The fale of 
-leather to be kept in the outfide of the ring of Smithfield, as hath been 
accuftomed, without erecting any {hops or booths for the fame. [Fe 
dera, V. xvi, p. 213] At this time it is faid that the account of the 
numbers dying weekly in London began to be kept, though it was not 
till the year 1663 that the weekly bills of mortality were regularly kept, 
thofe at this time being only taken occafionally, on account of the 
lague. 

3 Some Englith {hips now made a voyage to Cape Breton, at the en- 
trance of the bay of St. Laurence, for morfe and whale fifhing (fays 
Hakluyt), which is the firt mention found of the later fifhery by the 
Englith ; and although they found no whales there, they however found 
on an ifland 800 whale-fins, where a Bifcay fhip had been loft three 
years before ; and this too is the firft mention of whale-fins or whale- 
bone by the Englifh. 

By the trade to Archangel, the Englifh were now well acquainted 
with the northern feas, where they carried on a great fifhing, or hunt- 
ing rather, for morfes (as the Ruffians called them +), beyond the North 
cape at Cherry ifland, fo named from Alderman Cherry, but called by 
the Dutch Bear ifle. But it feems thofe amphibious creatures became 
afterwards fo fhy, that the moment they faw any man they ran into the 
fea ; whereupon the Englifh fell into the whale fifhery, though not quite 
fo early as this time: 

It was enacted, that when wheat did not exceed the price of 20/ per 
quarter, peas and beans 13/4, barley and malt 12/ per quarter, they 
might be exported in Englith fhips, paying cuftom, 2/ for wheat, and 
1/4 for the other grain per quarter. [35 Eliz. c. %7.] 

1594.—The parliament of Scotland now paffed an ad, that in refpedt 
of the great dearth and {carcity of fleth meat, the time of Lent fhould 
be afcertained, viz. from the 1ft of March to the 1ft of May inclufives 
during which no flefh meat fhould be fold nor eaten but by fick per- 
fons 5 neither throughout the reft of the year fhould flefh meat be eaten 
on Wednefdays, Fr idays, and Saturdays. Moreover, neither lambs nor 
calves under a year old fhould be flain before Whitfunday yearly. This 


*% z ~ e Je A 
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was merely a new political Lent, which did not pretend to have any 
relation to religious abftinence. The landholders might furely have 
more effectually promoted the increafe of flefh meat, by enabling their 
tenants to take long leafes of their farms, whereby they might have had 
time fufficient for raifing fheep and oxen, and increafing their butter, 
cheefe, poultry, &c. This law was doubtlefs very favourable to the 
fifheries of Scotland, which was probably the motive for enacting it. 
The emperor Rodolph II having written a letter to Queen Elizabeth 
in the preceding year refpecting the grievances daily complained of by 
the maritime cities of the Baltic league (i. e. the Hanfe towns), the 
queen now difpatched Dr. Perkins as her envoy to the emperor to vin- 


dicate her conduct towards the German Steelyard merchants of the . 


Hanfe confederacy. That envoy gave the following account to the em- 
peror’s minifters, viz. 

That the antient privileges which they formerly had in England, be- 
caufe of their great abufe of them, and in confideration that they were 
become incompatible with the good ftate of the realm, had been abro- 
gated in the reign of Edward VI; yet Queen Elizabeth, in the begin- 
ning of her reign, granted them the trade of her own fubjeéts, until at 
length, in the year 1577, an aflembly of the Hanfe deputies at Lubeck 
decreed to forbid the Englifh merchants trade at Hamburgh; and yet 
at this time, notwithftanding all their unkind dealing, her majefty of- 


fereth them the privileges of her own fubjeéts, in cafe that they will - 


fuffer fome convenient trade to the Englifh merchants in their cities. 
And for that, in al] kingdoms, fome old ufages and privileges, by 
change of circumftances, ufe to be taken away, efpecially if fome great 
abufe of them happen, the Hanfes have no caufe to complain of Eng- 
land, but of themfelves; wherefor it hath been taken fomewhat un- 
kindly that a mandate of late-hath been given (meaning by the empe- 
ror) againft the Englifh trade at Stoade*. [Fædera, V. xvi, pp. 212, 
253—Camdeni Annales, L. iv.) 

An engine was erected at Broken-wharf, in London, for conveying 
the Thames water into the feveral ftreets of that city by leaden pipes 
into every houfe. [Stow’s Annales, p. 1279.] 

The author of a Collection of voyages undertaken by the Dutch Eaft- 
India company, and of an account of feveral attempts to find out the 
north-eaft paflage (8vo, 1703), in his introduétion remarks, that ‘if the 
* Spaniards had not feized on the Hollanders’ fhips, and expofed their 
` perfons to the rigour of the inquifition, probably they had never ex- 
` tended their navigation beyond the Baltic fea, the northern countries, 
* England, France, Spain, and its dependencies, the Mediterranean, and 


* This claufe relates to the decree of the German dict, which Gilpin’s dexterity had defeated, as 
already noted. ‘ 3 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


ns Sa’ 


206 A. D. 1594. 


t the Levant.’ But neceflity obliging that people to the practice 0 
commerce, ‘ they were obliged to try new ways of getting by fea to fay 
« diftant countries, in order to avoid meeting with the Spaniards ang 
‘ Portuguefe.’ Being debarred from failing to the Eaft-Indies by the 
Cape of Good Hope, they determined to attempt a way thither if 
fteering firft north-eaft, and then along the coaft oF Tartary, in order 
to reach China, Japan, India, &c. Accordingly, William Barents, With 
three fhips, this year failed-round Norway and Lapland, and to the 
north coaft of Nova Zembla, but could go no farther for the ice, and 
yet thofe who returned home retained great hopes of fuccefs when far. 
ther trial fhould be made. 

Captain James Lancafter was now fitted out with three fhips by fome 
merchants of London, and was joined by fome Dutch and French free- 
booters. They took thirty-nine fhips from the Spaniards, and then at- 
tacked the port of Fernambuc in Brafil, and took the lower town and 
haven, driving the inhabitants to the upper town. There they loaded 
fifteen fhips with the merchandize of a great Eaft-India carrack, which 
‘had been wrecked there, and with fugar, Brafil wood, and cotton, and 
returned home fafe. [Camden's Elizabeth, Englifh edition, 16 35, b. 434-] 

1595.—The ftates of Holland, and Maurice prince of Orange, now 
fent out Barents with feven fhips on a fecond attempt for a north-eat 
palage, through Waygate’s ftraits, between the fouth fhore of Nova 
Zembla and the north coaft of Samoieda ; but after many endeavours 
to pafs the ftraits, they were fo obftructed by ice from the ‘artarian 
fea that they were obliged to return home this {ame year. 

In Strype’s edition of Stow’s Survey of London, we find, that in con- 
fequence of the calamitous dearth of corn in the preceding year, the 
lord mayor ordered a furvey of the number of poor houfekeepers with- 
in his jurifdiGtion, which amounted to 4132; fo that, allowing them to 
be about a fourth part of all the houfes in London, the whole might be 
about 17,000 houfes, though at prefent about 24,000. This increafe 
38 Owing to fundry void {paces being built up into ftreets and courts 
fince the reformation from popery, and alfo later, fince the great con- 
flagration in the year 1666. This cannot be more clearly evinced than 
by one fingle inftance, viz, that before the conflagration, all that large 
court named Exchange-alley, fronting the fouth gate of the Royal ex- 
change, quite through into Lombard-ftreet fouth, and into Birchin-lané 
eaft, whereon are now fo many lofty edifices, was then but one fingle 
arden ; and the like may be inftanced of fundry 
- Yet, by the farther great increafe of com- 


of houfes, and confequently of inhabitant, 


by turning many dwelling-houfes into ftore-houfes for merchandizé: 
ute [33 Geo. II] the city of London. is em- 
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n powered to make new openings and ftreets therein, for the conveniency 
a and ornament thereof, in which a confiderable progrefs has already been 
€ made. ? 

y The vaft increafe of the fuburbs of London toward the clofe of Queen 
) a Elizabeth’s reign demonftrates the great imcreafe of the commerce of 
a England better than a whole volume of fpeculative reafoning. It is not 
th l material to make different fections thereof, and therefor we have brought 
Ne them all together, whether a little before or after this year. 

id i It feems that about this time the grounds called Spitalfields began to 
a be built on for weavers, &c. as was alfo Hog-lane in that part which 
had lately had fair rows of elm-trees all along, now turned into houfes, 
le on both fides, from Houndfditch to Whitechapel church, 2 
i- < In the middle of this century there was not a fingle houfe between 
t ‘ St. Catherines and Wapping; but now there is a continued ftreet 
dE < from the tower all along the river, almoft as far as Radcliff, inhabited 
d ‘ by failors and victuallers. 
h _ < Northward the fuburbs have been lefs increafed than on the eaft 
d < and weft fides ; yet there was an increafe about this time on that fide 
| © alfo. Where the buildings on the weft fide of Smithfield ftand, was 
y < formerly a very large pond of water ; and where the place called the 
ft * Sheep-pens is, was a field with growing elms, and the place of execu- 


‘ tion for criminals. Afterward, in King Henry VI’s reign, they be- 
‘ gan to build the {pace between the faid pond and the river of Wells 


n ‘ (now Turnmill brook), which runs into Fleet-ditch; and afterward 
‘ that pond was drained and built on, and fo down that ftreet now 
is < called Cow-lane, and alfo Chick-lane, and Hofier-lane, &c.; fo that 
5 ‘ the buildings there are fo increafed, that now remaineth not one tree 
= < there. 
Some other additions were made about Clerkenwell, about or near 
this time, where the fields, gardens, and avenues of the great priory of 
i St. Jobn of Jerufalem, and alfo the convent on the north fide of Clerk- 
; enwell green, ftood, &c. : 
Weftward (without Newgate), the great ftreet named Holborn, and 
a its contiguity, has been gradually built quite up to the village of St. 
2 Giles’s in the fields. [Stow’s Survey—Howell’s Londinopolis.| But as the 
° greateft increafe thereabout was chiefly in the next century, we muft 
F refer thereto. 
Queen Elizabeth had written to King Chriftiern 1V of Denmark for 
e , his leave that a merchantman of Harwich might freely refort for fifhing 
y to the {mall ifle of Weftmony, adjacent to the great ifland of Iceland, as 
Be in former years. The Danifh king anfwered, that her fubjects had been 
5 l prohibited from reforting thither, becaufe they took the liberty of fre- 
ree | quenting it without afking leave, contrary to antient treaties: but if 


they would comply with thofe antient treaties, they fhould be free to 
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filh at Iceland, the port of Weftmony alone excepted ; the fith 
that port being now, as well as antiently, appropriated for the y 
fervice of his own court. [Fadera, V. xvi, p. 275.] 

Sir Walter Raleigh having in the preceding year fent out a thip fo, 
making difcoveries in the country of Guiana, of which he had, unhap. 
pily and fatally, formed very exalted ideas. with refpect to its immenfe 
treafures and great cities, from falfe information, this year failed thi- 
ther himfelf with feveral fhips, and many worthy and experienced gen. 
tlemen and mariners. He firft feized the fort on the ifle of Trinidad 
where he learned that Guiana extended above fix hundred miles up 
from that coaft ; and there he alfo received abundance of freth but ver 
falfe accounts of rich mines and great cities, and particularly the vaf 
and rich city named El Dorado, or Manoa, the fuppofed capital of Gui- 
ana. On this romantic prefumption, Raleigh, with an hundred Men in 
boats, failed four hundred miles up the great river Oronoque, enduring 
great fatigues for a whole month, but without meeting with any great 
city, though he faw many Indian nations on its banks: but it begin- 
ning to {well on account of the approach of their winter, he found him- 
felf obliged to return to his fhips before he could reach that imaginary 
golden city: he is, however, faid to have brought back fome plates of 
gold, which he had obtained from the bordering. nations who traded 
with Guiana. He had, it is faid, been encouraged to this attempt by 
his coufin the lord admiral Howard, and by Sir Robert Cecil fecretary, 
of ftate, to whom he dedicated his account of it. 

In this fame year, Sir Amias Prefton, with three fhips, burnt Porto 
Santo at the Madeiras; thence failing to the Weft-Indies, he deftroyed 
fome of the Spaniards’ towns there (poorly defended doubtlefs), and re- 
turned home with fome booty, though probably lefs in value than the 
expenfe incurred. And Sir Francis ‘Drake, with fix of Queen Eliza- 
beth’s own fhips, twenty-one private fhips and barks, and 2 500 men, 
failed from Plymouth to the Weft-Indies, where (the Spaniards know- 
ing of their coming) he did but little execution againft their towns ; fo 
well had they now fortified almoft every where, being f{ufficiently warn- 
pee a ace a fougbt with part of a Spanıfh fleet 
e cae ae tle SS Next he attempted with Ae 
ae ca a eee es a 1en to Panama on the South fea, a 
Wid an Ge ortined the roads that they were forced to con 
e eir ips. In their return homéward, both Sir Francis Drake 
eee the pe ea gallant commanders) died at, and were: 

The officers and failore of oe =e 3 

r and jailors of the Dutch: fhips which. had: been. fent laf 


year to try a paflage- by the north-ea. Beet pent 
great hopes of being ane 5 fe eaft to China and India giving fi 
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‘and the prince of Orange were encouraged to fend out feven fhips; un- 


der Barents again, with all forts of merchandize, and with money to 
trade with, hoping to get through Waygat’s ftraits. Their fmalleft thip 
was direéted to return with the news of the other fix fhips having doubled 
cape Tabin, which was counted the extreme point of Tartary, or, at 
leaft, when they fhould be gone far enough to fteer to the fouthward, 
without being in danger from the ice; but finding the fame obftruc- 
tions in the ftrait, and yet more at the farther end of it, from the moun- 
tains of ice at the entrance of the Tartarian fea, they returned to Hol- 
land after they had been four months and an half on that voyage. 

The Hollanders finding from their firft attempt that it was apparent- 
ly impracticable to fail to China and India by the north-eaft, at length 
determined this year to force their way thither by the Cape of Good 
Hope, which they performed with wonderful courage and fuccefs. Four 
fhips failed from Holland in-April 1595, and returned home (all but 
their biggeft and moft leaky fhip, which they burnt) in twenty-nine 
months, flufhed with fuccefs and big with hopes, though, by reafon of 
the oppofition of the Portuguefe and Javanefe, it did not fully anfwer 
expectation in point of prefent gain. This firft undertaking was fet on 


foot by nine merchants of Amfterdam, with a capital of only 70,000 _ 


guilders. 

From the arrival of the Dutch in India the. Portuguefe juftly date the 
ruin of their affairs in that.country. Yet Dr. Gemelli Carer affigns 
another very probable caufe of the decline of the Portuguefe in Eaft- 
India, viz. their conqueft of Brafil; for finding much more profit by 
that rich colony, they flighted Eaft-India, and neglected to fend fuffi- 
cient fupplies for preferving what- they already poflefled there. This is 
fo-certain, fays Gemelli, that the king of Portugal was feveral times 
in the mind of abfolutely abandoning Eaft-India, had not the miffion- 
aries made him fenfible, that if he did fo, all the chriftians of thofe 
countries would again fall into idolatry and mahometanifm. To fay 
the truth, one may venture to pronounce, that the original caufe of 
their ruin in India was the too great number of their conquefts there, 
too far afunder to be effectually fuccoured, whilft they were engaged in 
war againft the Dutch in Europe, as well as in India and Brafil. 

1596.—King Philip lI of Spain again making great preparations 
againft England, Queen Elizabeth wifely determined by all means to 
prevent his attempts on her coafts ; and as the beft means for that pur- 


pofe would be to attack and annoy him in his own ports, for that end » 


the fent out 126 fhips of war, feventeen whereof were her own fhips, 

the remainder being, as ufual, hired ones. They carried 7360 land- 

foldiers ; and were joined by a Dutch fquadron of twenty-four fhips; 

all being under the command of the earl of Effex and the lord admiral 

Howard. The gallant and fuccefsful attack and facking of the famous 
Vox. I. Dd 
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and ftrong port and city of Cadiz is in all our hilaris at large, and 
therefor improper in this work to be enlarged on. There they burnt 
and deftroyed much fhipping and more riches, and demolifhed al] the 
forts ; all which together were eftimated at twenty millions of ducats of 
real lofs and damage to Spain. Much rich booty was brought home 
together with two galleons and a hundred brafs cannon, and two hun, 
dred other pieces of ordnance were either taken or funk in the fon 
Eleven of the king of Spain’s beft fhips, forty-four merchant thips, and 
an immenfe quantity of naval ftores, ammunition, provifions, &c, Were 
deftroyed ; and for ranfom of their lives they agreed to give hoftages 
for the payment of 520,000 ducats. This, in fhort, was a very glorious 
exploit, and did not a little raife the credit of the queen, and of her 
naval and land-forces, as well as of her minifters and commanders, Jp 
this attack the Englifh employed fix fhips of Lubeck and Dantzick to 
board the Spanifh galleons, the admiral being unwilling to hazard the 
queen’s own {hips. ; 

Neverthelefs, Philip, determined on making reprifals for fo great an. 
infult, difgrace, and lofs, affembled his whole marine force at Lifbon, 
with all the foreign fhips in his ports; as alfo a body of land-forces, and 
many Irifh fugitives, intending an invafion either of England or Ire- 
land. But a violent tempeft arifing, deftroyed the greateft part of his 
thips, whereby an end was put to the invafion for the prefent year. 

Sir Anthony Shirly, after cruifing on the coafts of New Spain and 
the Spanifh Weft-Indies, landed’ on the ifland of Jamaica, and having 
plundered St. Jago de la Vega its principal town, left the ifland. 

Sir Robert Dudley and others fent out three fhips with intent to trade: 
to China, of which, and its rich commerce, the Englifh had heard fo 
much. Wood, the commander in chief, had Queen Elizabeth’s letters 
to the emperor of China. But all that we know of this unfortunate 
voyage is, that they never got fo far as Eaft-India; but after encoun- 
tering {torms, ficknefs, and famine, were at length driven on the Spa- 
: nifh Wef-Indies, having only four men left alive, who were made pri- 

foners, and their {hips feized. [Purchas, B. iti, c. § 2.] s 


In this year the Hollanders attempted a third (and the laft) timea 
north-eaft paffage to China, b 


: one of their two fhips ; and Barents, with fuch men as were left alive, 
wantered miferably in 

ted out a fmaller one, and with in 

ed home to Holland, B 

1597.—Two laws 

maimed poor; the one was fi 
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for that end to purchafe goods. or lands, not exceeding the yearly value 


of 200l. ; the other laid a farther tax on every parith for the relief of 
foldiers and mariners, the higheft rate of any parith being eightpence, 
and the loweft twopence, weekly. [39 Eliz. cc. 5, 21.] Ma 

We have a fecond inftance this year of the fallibility of fome acts of 
parliament relating to commerce, in a corroboration [ 39 Eliz. c. 11] of 
an act [23 Eliz. c. 9] which ‘ prohibited the ufe of logwood or block- 
‘ wood in the dying of cloths, &c. as a practice falfe and deceitful 3 di- 
* recting all logwood, wherever found, to be burnt, and that neither 
‘ cloth nor wool fhould thereafter be dyed therewith *.’ Neverthelefs, 
in after times, logwood has proved extremely profitable, ufeful, and pro- 
per in dying. And it is in our days found to be a great inconveniency 
to our commerce that our logwood-cutters are perpetually difturbed in 
the bay of Gampechy by the Spaniards, pretending an exclufive proper- 
ty in that bay, though never yet planted by them, as will be feen under 
the year 1662 and 1717. 

The parliament of Scotland again prohibited the exportation of wool, 
and ordained, that craftfmen ftrangers be brought home for working it 
up. [46 Fa. VI, parl. 15, c. 250, ed. Murray.|. They laid a duty of 
five per cent on all foreign cloth and other merchandize imported ; but 
allowed peers, barons, and freeholders, without paying any cuftom, to 
fend their own goods beyond fea, for their own particular ufe; and to 
import wines, cloths, and other furniture, only for their own particular 
ufe, but not to make merchandize thereof, conformable to the Jaws and 
liberties granted to them before. [Par]. 15, ¢. 251.] This ill-judged 
exemption fruftrated the whole intent of the ftatute, as the landed men 
of every country (and eminently fo of Scotland), with their retinues, 
were then the great bulk of the people, and undoubtedly the principal 
confumers of foreign merchandize ; befides, that under colour of the 
above exemptions, many frauds might be, and doubtlefs were, com- 
mitted. 

They alfo prohibited the importation of Englifh woollen goods; the 
fame cloth (fays the a) having only for the moft part an outward fhow, 
wanting that fubftance and ftrength which ofttimes it appears to have, 
and being one of the chief caufes of the tranfportation of gold and fil- 
ver out of this realm :—the only true and folid reafon for this law. 
[Parl. 15, c. 252.] 

They enaéted this fame year, that three new towns be erected in dif- 
ferent parts, for the better entertaining and continuing of civility and 

* The Englifh were not infenfible of the utility for Perfia, cherefor recommended to him to endea- 
of lozwood in dying, but they were ignorant of vour to learn the method of fixing the colour given 


the method. Mr. Hakluyt, in his inftru@ions to by it. Æ. 
Hubblethorne the dyer, when he was fetting out 
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polity within the Highlands and Ae E oe in Loch.. 
aber, and a third in the ifle of Lewis *.. [. aes 3t] 3 
At this time the intereft of the Hanfeatic e Ea RE T of Ger. 
many, coinciding with that which the crown o Dae : i at the impe- 
rial court, produced a mandate from the emperor Rodolph e the town 
. of Staden no longer to entertain the comptoir or company of the Eng- 
lifh merchant-adventurers. [Federa, V. xvi, p. 326.] Being thus forced 
to leave Staden and all other parts of the German empire, the company 
was invited to fettle in Groningen. At the fame time the town of Emb- 
den and the dukes of Holftein and Brunfwick wrote to Queen Elizabeth, 
profeffing, though they were obliged to fubmit to the gU or’s order, 
their readinefs to ferve her in any other refpe& f. Wheeler, the hif- 
toriographer of the merchant-adventurers company, afferts, that cleven 
or twelve other towns in the Netherlands vied with each other for the 
e of the company. 
EA OEE Hante towns flattered themfelves that Elizabeth: 
would gladly reftore their antient privileges in England, in order to re- 
cover thofe of the Englith merchant-adventurers in Germany ; but her: 
intentions were very different ; for, knowing that their privileges were 
repugnant to the great commercial interefts of England, after demand-. 
ing, for the fake of decorum, a revocation of the imperial edit, the, 
without further delay, directed a commiffion to the mayor and fheriffs 
of London to fhut up the houfe inhabited by the merchants of the Hanfe 
towns at the Steelyard in London; and moreover, ordered all the Ger- 
mans there, and every where elfe throughout England, to quit her do- 
Minions on the very day on which the Englifh were obliged. to leave 
Staden ; whofe expulfion thence was, it feems, deferred till now. From 
this time the place called the Steelyard was never: again applied to that 
ufe. 
At our final parting with the Steelyard merchants, we may obferve 
that they had in old times been a kind of a bank for our kings when- 


ever they wanted money at a pinch ; but they were fure to be well paid. 
in the end for fuch affiftances. 


The capture of fixty of the Hanfe towns 


fhips, loaded with corn and 
naval ftores for Spain, in the ye 


ar 1589, by the Enelifh, widened the 
* Nothing appears t 


quence of this a& till 
ing ta Moyfe 1599), 


468; 490-] It was referved for a Dutch colony 
to introduce fifhing and trade in Lewis, and ah 
whe) build the village, or burgh, of Stornoway, whe 
nes in America were about was tilla few years ago the only town in the Weft- 
i 3 the colony ern iflands. M. 
being drawn from that maritime fhire, as fuppofed _ + Many other laws for the regulation of com- 


acquainted with the fithery, © a four hich i the Scottifh. 
alana PEE eer fource from which merce and police were enacted by 


, c rive great wealth.’ parliament in this feffion. M. ad 
-But the refiftance of the iflanders fruftrated the + The duke of Brunf{wick appears to have ha 
fcheme. A fecond attempt 


was made in 1605 a penfi f zs a- fi Elizabeth. 
with no better fuccefs, [ Spotfevood’s h hors A Penlon of 500 merks a-year from 
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breach with the Hanfeatics, which doubtlefs proved greatly beneficial 
to England in the end; for the Englifh found means to get their cloths; 
&c. imported into Germany, though not in fo open and direct a man- 
ner as before: and the merchant-adventurers company have obtained 
a flourifhing refidence at the city of Hamburgh even to this day. 

From Sir William Monfon’s Naval traéts [printed in Churchills Collec- 
tion of voyages, V. iii] it appears that the earl of Cumberland was the 
firft Englith fubje& that built a fhip fo large as eight hundred tons bur- ~ 
den ; which fhip, with fome others, he now employed in an expedition 
at his own private expenfe again{t Spain. 

This year there was a definitive treaty concluded (at. Weftminfter) 
with the ftates-general. of the feven United provinces; concerning the 
payment of the money expended in their. defence, being L800,000 
Sterling by computation; alfo for what fhould afterward be expend- 
ed; and moreover, .for the redelivery of:the cautionary towns ; alfo for 
the ftates affifting England with thirty or forty fhips of war in cafe. of 
being attacked-by:Spain. All that has any immediate relation to our 
general fubjedt, is the fender burden of thofe {hips of-war; fo very fhort 
of fuch.in our days, viz. the one half of.them were.to: confit each of 
200 tons burden, and the other half of between roo and 200. tons: 
[Fadera, V. xvi, p. 340—Collection of treaties, V. ii, p. 120, ed. ¥732.]- 

1598.—The Englifh merchants trading to Denmark complained of 
the Danith officers violently. feizing their merchandize ;. to.-which the 
Danes.-replied, that thofe goods were juftly condemned by the laws of 
Denmark, as not having been truely entered at the cuftom-houfes, viz. 
{kins, tin, cloth, &c. fhort entered. This ftiffnefs of the Danifh court 
(then favouring the Spaniards) produced a fharp remonftrance from the 
queen, which procured a remiflion of fo much of the confitcations as 
amounted to 30,000 dollars: but, on the other hand, the king of Den- 
mark demanded redrefs from Queen Elizabeth for certain piracies of 
the Englifh on his fubje@s ; for now (fays Camden, in his Hiftory of 
Queen Elizabeth), there began to grow. controverfies about fuch matters, 
meaning the carrying of contraband goods, as naval ftores, &c. to the 
Spaniards. — . 

The feveral trials. for a north-weft paflage to China, by Hudfon’s and 
Davies’s ftraits, and for a north-eaft paflage on the north fide of Nova- 
Zembla, or through the ftraits of Waygatz, and the annual voyages to 
Archangel, had fo accuftomed the Englifh to thofe boifterous feas, that 
fome of the Ruffia company now occafionally commenced, for the firft 
time, the fifhery for whales near Spitzbergen, where thofe huge animals 
are found in greater numbers than any where elfe that we yet have dif- 
covered *, 


* The abundance of whales in the South fea was quite unknown in Mr. Anderfon’s time. M. 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


re A. D. 1598. 


The Dutch Eaft-India merchants now fent: out Heemfkerck’ on 
fecond voyage to Eaft-India, with eight fhips; who returned home j 
the year 1600, laden with the five-ufual kinds of fpices, viz. cinnamon, 
pepper, cloves, nutmegs, and mace. ; i 

And fo fond were the Dutch of this trade, that they would not 
for the return of thofe eight fhips, but in 1 599 fent out three 
thips; and fo they went on yearly, making vaft returns of profit t 
proprietors, all Europe being in thofe times extremely fond of {pi 
a much greater degree than at prefent. 

The Hollanders now alfo fent out four fhips, commanded by’ Oliver 
Van Noort, on a new adventure, which, after various accidents, fail. 
ed through Magellan’s ftraits into the South fea ; and thence on to 
the Eaft-Indies, where they had fundry encounters with the Spaniards - 
and Portuguefe: and after fome trading for pepper, they returned home 
by the Cape of Good Hope; this being the fourth navigation round 
the globe; but the firft performed by the Dutch. 

1599.—The route to Archangel was fo well known, and fo much fre- 
quented at this time, that, according to Werdenhagen, the Hanfeatic 
hiftorian, even fo far as from Venice, at leaft one thip annually reforted 
thither for commerce. So much was all Europe by this time improved 
_ in the arts of commerce and navigation. 

The queen, by proclamation, ftridtly enjoined all letter-of-marque 
{hips to give fecurity before they fet fail, not to injure the fubjeés of 
nations in amity with her; and as fome complaints of piratical praétices 
by fuch fhips had been made by the Danes and F rench, fhe appointed 
ee to inquire into, and redrefs them. [Federa, V. xvi, $. 
362. 

At this time (according to Grotius’ Annals of the Netherlands) the 
fea ports of Holland, and other parts of the united provinces, generally 
built 20c0 new fhips every year. A thing almoft incredible, did it not 
proceed from fo reputable and iluftrious an author *. 

King Henry IV of France (according to Mezeray) now prohibited all 
foreign manufactures, as well of filk as of gold or filver, pure or mixed, 
of Tours, who undertook to make 
ufficient for the whole kingdom; yet, 
perform, and being alfo complained 
S, (juftly ftiled the golden gate of France), as 
thereby deftroying their famous fairs, as well as leflening the king’s 
cuftoms, tha was revoked. Yet (as Puffendorf 
of filk, did afterward draw sng France, and more efpecially that 


great wealth into that kingdom. 
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This year Queen Elizabeth fent John Mildenhall over land, by Con- 
ftantinople, to the court of the great mogul, to apply for certain privi- 
leges for the Englifh company, for whom fhe was then preparing a 
charter for trading to Eaft-India, in which he was long oppofed by the 
arts and prefents of the Spanifh and Portuguefe jefuits at that court, 
whereby they prepoffefled the mogul againft the Englifh; fo that it was 
fome years before he could entirely get the better of them *. 

1600.—Elizabeth wrote to King Chriftian IV of Denmark, complain- 
ing of his people, who had feized on fome Englifh fifhing veffels on the 
high feas northward, remote from land; and fhe tells that king, ‘ that 
‘ the high feas were free for fifhing by the confent of all nations; [Fe- 
dera, V. xvi, p. 395] which was her conftant ftile on this fubje&t. ‘This 
feizure was probably made fomewhere near Iceland or Norway, on pre- 
tence of the Englifh not having firft afked leave of the Danifh court 
before they went to fifh in thofe feas, agreeable to a convention former- 
ly made with Denmark. All difputes about the fifhing there are long 
fince at an end. } 

In a treatife, entitled England’s grievance difcovered in relation to the 
coal-trade (1655) we fee, that Newcaftle upon Tine had obtained char- 
ters from King Henry II, Edward I, and II, Richard II, Henry IV, 
and Queen Elizabeth ; the lateft of hers being in this year 1600, where- 
in fhe defcribes it as a town of merchants, a mart or market of great 
fame, and ftuffed with a multitude of merchants dwelling therein: 
and whereas it is an antient town, and has time out of mind had a cer- 
tain guild or fraternity, called hoaft-men, for the difcharging and bet— 
ter difpofing of fea-coals, grind-ftones, rub-ftones, and whet-ftones, in 
and upon the river and port of Tine, though not as yet incorporated ; 
fhe therefor now (in the 43d of her reign, though that book by mif- 
take fays the 13th) ‘ incorporates them by the name of the governor, 
< {tewards, and brethren of the fraternity of hoaft-men of Newcaftle.’ 
By this and former charters it appear, that this famous town had great 
jurifdiGion on the river Tine, from the fea feven miles above the town, 
in point of navigation, admiralty jurifdiction, fifhery, &c. And alfo 
that Newcaftle had been ferviceable to former princes in their wars, by 
fupplying them with mariners and fhips, as, down to our own time, it 
has ever been in all our naval wars. 

Dr. Davenant, an able author, (in his New dialogues, V. i, p.93, ed. 
1710) affirms, that the gold and filver coin at this time in England did 
not exceed four millions; which were the tools we had to work with 


* He alfp met with much trouble by means of tend their correfpondence and trade to India over 
two Italian merchants at Agra. The Italians, land. [Purchas, B. iii, c. 1, $ 3— Lin hotton, pp. 
who feem to have had no idea that the navigation 145, 154,155, 191,—and fee above in the year 
by the Cape of Good Hope was poffible to them, 1591.) M 

ad about this time made feveral attempts to ex- 
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-when we firft began iS make a figure in the commercial world, ‘which 
-W r that periód of time. 
y roa ratkey merchants firft, and the Dutch Eaft-India compan 
next, who had got the ftart of us in the Eaft-India trade, keeping y 
the price of pepper from 8/ to 4f per pound, we being at war with 
Spain, and fo could not get fpices from Lifbon at firft hand, Queen 
Elizabeth now determined to enter her people directly upon-a commerce 
to Eaft-India. 
Accordingly, on the 31{t of December 1600, fhe granted a charter to 
George earl of Cumberland, and 215 knights, aldermen, and merch. 
‘ants, that, at their own coft and charges, they might fet forth one or 
more voyages to the Eaft-Indians, in the country and parts of Afia and 
Africa, and to the iflands thereabouts, divers of which countries, iflands, 
&c. have long fithence been difcovered by others of our fubjedts ; to be 
one body politic and corporate, by the name of the ‘ governour and 
* company of merchants of London trading into the Eaft-Indies ;’ to have 
fucceffion; to purchafe lands, without limitation; to have one governor 
and twenty-four perfons, to be eleted annually, who fhall be called 
committees, jointly to have the direction of the voyages, the provifion 
of the fhipping and merchandize, alfo the fale of the merchandize, and 
the management of all other things belonging to the company. Sir 
Thomas Smith, alderman of London, was to be the firft governor, and 
a deputy-governor to be elected in a general court; both the governors 
and all the committees to take the oath of fidelity: as alfo, every mem- 
ber to take an oath, before being admitted, to traffic as a freeman of 
this company. The company, their fons, at twenty-one years of age, 
their apprentices, fervants and factors in India or elfewhere, may, for 
fifteen years from Chriftmas laft, freely and folely trade, by fuch ways 
and paflages as are already found out, or fhall hereafter be difcovered, 
into the countries and parts of Afia and Africa, and all the iflands, ports, 
towns and places of Afia, Africa, and America, beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope to the ftraits of Magellan, where any traffic of merchandize 
may be ufed to-and from every of them, in fuch manner as {hall from 
time to time be limited and agreed on at any public affembly or general 
court of the company, any ftatute, ufage, diverfity of religion or faith, 
or any other matter to the contrary notwithftanding ; foʻas it be not to 
‘any country already poffeffed by any chriftian potentate in amity with 
her majefty, who fhall declare the fame ‘to be againft his or their good 
liking. Either the governor or deputy-governor muft always be one in 
general aflemblies, when they may make all reafonable laws, conftitu- 
‘tions, &c. agreeable to the laws of England, for their good government, 
by plurality of voices, and may punith, by fines and imprifonment, the 
offenders againft their laws. The queen grants to the company an €x- 
-emption from paying any cuftoms for the firft four voyages; and for 
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cuftoms which fhall afterwards be payable for merchandize from India, 
the company fhall be allowed to give their bonds, payable one half in 
fix months, and the other half in fix months after. For merchandize 
loft at fea outward bound, the cuftoms fhall be allowed to the company 
out of the next cargo fhipped off. India merchandize, that fhall have 
paid the cuftoms, may, until the end of thirteen months, be re-exported 
by any fubjedts without paying farther cuftoms. The company may 
export in their firt voyage, now preparing, 130,000 in foreign coin or 
bullion, fo as at leaft L6ooo thereof be firft coined in the queen’s mint, 
and the like for the fubfequent voyages, provided the company firft 
import at leaft fo much foreign coin or bullion in gold or filver into this 
realm, of which L6oco fhall be coined as aforefaid. The company 
may fend yearly to Eaft-India fix good fhips and fix pinnaces, with 500 
mariners, unlefs the navy royal goes forth. None of the queen’s fub- 
jects, but the company, their fervants, or affigns, fhall refort to India 
without being licenced by the company, upon pain of forfeiting fhips 
and cargoes, with imprifonment till the offenders give Lrooo bond to 
the company not to trade thither again. Neverthelefs, for the encourage- 
ment of merchant ftrangers and others to bring in commodities into the 
realm, the queen gives power to the company to grant licences to trade 
to Eaft-India; and fhe promifes not to grant leave to any others to trade 
thither during the company’s term without their confent. The majori- 
ty of any general meeting of the company may admit apprentices, fer- 
vants, factors, &c. to the fellowfhip or freedom of the company. The 
filyer to be exported {hah only be {hipped at the ports of London, Dart- 
mouth, and Plymouth, and fhall be duely entered by the cuftomhoufe 
officers, without paying any cuftom for the fame. Gold and filver im- 
ported fhall be entered before landing the fame. Provided, that in cafe 
this charter fhall hereafter appear not to be profitable to the crown and 
realm, then, upon two years notice to the company, their charter fhall 
-ceafe and determine: but if otherwife, then the queen promifes, at the 
end of the faid fifteen years, upon the company’s fuit, to grant them a 
new charter for fifteen years longer. This is the fame Eaft-India com- 
pany which, through many various viciflitudes, exifted under the fame 
denomination till the year 1708, when it was abforbed in the prefent 
united company of merchants of England trading to the Eaft-Indies. 

N. B. The original fhares fubfcribed were L5o each. 

About the clofe of the fixteenth century decimal arithmetic was im- 
vented by Simon Stevin of Bruges. [Worton’s Reflections upon antient and. 
modern learning, c. 30.| 

1601.—The patentees of the Enghth Eaft-India company immediately 
raifed the fum of L72,000, (though not in one joint ftock or common. 
Capital, as in fucceeding times, there having been no joint ftock in this. 
company till the year 1613), and this year fent out their firft fleet for: 

Vou. II, i Ee 2. 
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India, commanded in chief by Captain James Lancafter, having one 
fhip of 600 tons, one of 300, two of 200 each, and one of 130 tons, ag 
victualler to the whole fleet, carrying 480 men, and L27,00¢ in Money * 
and goods, the remainder of the 172,000 being abforbed in the pur 
chafe of the thips, artillery, ammunition, provifions, &c. At Acheen 
in the ifle of Sumatra, they loaded fome of their fhips with Pepper ; 
but not meeting with enough, and failing thence for the {traits of 

Malacca, they completed their cargoes by the capture of a Portuguefe 
fhip of goo tons, loaded with calicoes, &c. and failing thence to Ban, 
tam, they delivered the queen’s letter and prefents to the king, as the 
had before done the like to the king of Acheen, and both kings fent 
letters and prefents for Queen Elizabeth, and granted privileges to the 
company. So, having fettled factors at Bantam, they failed homeward, 
and arrived in the Downs in September 1603, having made this firg 
voyage profperoufly in two years and feven months. 

Sir William Monfon, in his Naval tracts, obferves, upon the Eaft- 
India company’s fending out their firft fleet, the Eaft-India trade was 
written againft in England, and was alfo briefly anfwered under the 
following heads, viz. 

T) It exhaufts our treafure. 

* Anfwer. We may by this trade draw as much filver from other 
“ countries as we fend to India.’ 

If) It will deftroy our mariners by the great difference of climates. 
< Anfwer. As long voyages breed the beft mariners, this of Eaft-India 
will rather increafe than diminith their number’ 

TMI) It will be the decay of our fhipping by the worms, unlefs fheath- 
ed with lead. 

‘ Anfwer. So far from this, it will be the increafe of our fhipping, 
‘ by maintaining eight or nine {hips of each 1000 or 1200 tons, which 
‘ are larger than any we now ufe, and which on occafion may be 

of greater fervice to the nation than all the other fhipping of Lon- 
< don.’ 

IV) It will obftrud the vent of our woollen cloth, in return for which 
we now take fpices, &c.. from Turkey, which ‘our Eaft-India trade, 
bringing more cheap to us, will prevent. 

; ‘ Anfwer. This inconvenience wil] fall only on the Turkey company, 

: whofe fpices, &c. come to us at the third hand, whereas they will 

now come to us at the firft hand from India.’ 

V) More fpices will be brought home than we can vend. 


c >. -i 9 i z 
: Anfwer. Our own nation, the Eaft country, and Ruffia, will con 
fume more than we can bring home. 


c 


t 


* The money was Spanifh ; whence it appears that the Spaniards were already the diggers nd 
that even during the long continued hoftilities, importers of bullion for the ufe of the more indul- 
Englih goods found their way into Spain, “and . trious nations, See Purchas, L. iti, c. 3, $ 1- 
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VI) The fource of our Eaft-India trade was the fecret malice of fome 
againft the Turkey company. 

‘ Anfwer. If the Eaft-India trade proves beneficial, it ought to be 
‘ purfued without regarding private grudges ; and men would not ven- 
‘ ture fuch great ftocks in it, if they did not think it fo *.’ 

To thefe objections, fays Sir William Monfon, the anfwers are in the 
main juft, after twenty-five years experience ; + but he adds, that the 
bane of that trade in his time was, their having triple the number of 
eight or nine fhips at firft propofed for this trade, thereby over-cloyed ; 
whereby alfo the prices of Eaft-India merchandize were enhanced there.. 
And moreover, it drew mighty ftocks of money to maintain it, where- 
by all the kingdom imputed the {carcity of money to it. 

Werdenhagen obferves [V. ii, %. 19] that till the beginning of the 
feventeenth century the merchants of Hamburgh, and fome others of 
the Hanfe towns, made regular annual voyages up the Mediterranean 
fea, as far as Venice, to their great profit; but now thofe of Amfter- 
dam getting into that trade, fo completely wormed the Hanfeatics out 
. of it, that at length the Hamburghers had no other trade left to them 
with Venice, but to fell their large fhips there, and return home over- 
land. This author farther fays, that they formerly traded alfo to Flo- 
rence, Genoa, and Meffina, for filk, in exchange for their corn; and 
the fhips of Lubeck, Wifmar, and Straelfund, then alfo ufed to fre- 
quent the ports of Spain, till fupplanted therein alfo by the more dex- 
terous Hollanders. 

Wheeler, the advocate and fecretary of the merchant-adventurers 
company of England, and the great antagonift of the Hanfeatics, who: 
wrote in this year, pleafes himfelf not a little, that the latter were then 
fo much decayed in power and firength, as that the ftate need not 
greatly to fear them; for as the caufes, which made the Hanfe towns of 
eftimation and account in old times, were the multitude of their fhip- 
ping and fea-trade, whereby they ftored all countries with their eaftern 
commodities (naval ftores, flax, hemp, linen, iron, copper, corn, &c.) 


_ * With refpe& to thefe anfwers to the objec- 
tions againft an Eaft-India trade, we may briefly 
note, that the anfwer to the firit is in our days 
ftrongly confirmed ; for the re-exportation of Ealt- 
India goods brings back a much greater balance 
from foreign nations than all the bullion we fend 
to India. And with relation to the fifth, the 
Dutch company having foon after got poffeffion 
of the coaft of Ceylon, in which alone the beft 


cinnamon is produced, and the ifle of Amboyna. 


being the beft for cloves, and the, Molucco ifles 


or nutmegs and mace, the Englifh company have 


long {nce been excluded from thofe {pices at the 
firit hand ; only pepper abounding in fo many dif- 


ferent parts of India, our company muft ever.deal _ 


2, 


largely in that {pice, as it ever will probably bein 
moft general demand all over the world by all ranks 
and conditions of people. Yet it is contefled, that 
the affertion in the anfwer to the fixth objection is 
far from being conclufive with refpe& to the ge- 
neral benefit, fince there may be branches of com- 
merce very beneficial to the merchant, which may. 
be, at the fame time, pernicious to the public. 

As the trade from England to Ealt-India is be-- 
come of fo great importance to the public, and: 
employs fo vaft a capital, we (hall throughout the 
remaining part of our work take {pecial cognizance 
of all debates and reafonings for and againil it, and. 
of all the material alterations and changes in it.. 

+ He wrote his Naval tra€ts in 1625- 
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and ferved princes with their large and ftout fhips in time. of war 
fhall find at this time they have in a manner loft both the one and 
the other long ago, when compared with what they formerly Were 
And if her majefty fhould forbid all trade into Spain, after the example 
of other princes, they would in fhort time be quit of the reft; for 
that trade is their chiefeft fupport at this inftant. Befides, of the te 
venty-two confederate Hanfe towns, fo much vaunted of, what remains 
almoft but the report? And thofe which remain, and appear by their 
deputies, when there is any aflembly, are they able, but with much 
ado, to bring up the charges and contributions, &c. for the defence 
and maintenance of their league, privileges, and trade in foreign parts 
and at home? - Surely no! for moft of their teeth are out, and the reft 
but loofe, &c. 

The main aim of this author was to confute the allegations of the 
Hanfe towns at the German diet, that the company of merchant-ad- 
venturers was a proper monopoly, as well as the attempts at home of the 
feparate traders, who were equally that company’s opponents. 

Although what we have, in different parts of this work, already ex- 
hibited concerning the Englifh merchant-adventurers company, may 
feem fufficient to explain its nature, as being merely what is known in 
England by the name of a regulated company, yet we thoughta farther 
authentic defcription of it by Wheeler their fecretary might once for 
all be acceptable, viz. 

The company confifts of a great number of wealthy merchants of 
divers great cities and maritime towns, &c. in England, viz. London, 
York, Norwich, Exeter, Ipfwich, Newcaftle, Hull, &c. Thefe of old 
time linked themfelves together for the exercife of merchandize, by 
trading in cloth, kerfeys, and all other, as well Englith as foreign, com- 
modities, vendible abroad, whereby they brought much wealth home 
to their repective places of refidence. Their limits are the towns and 
ports lying between the river of Somme in France, and along all the 
coafts of the Netherlands and Germany, within the German fea ; not 
into all at once, at each man’s pleafure, but i 
moft within the faid bounds, which they common 


2 We 


land wanted, and which were brought from far by merchants of divers 
nations flocking thither to buy and fell as at a fair. The merchant-ad- 
venturers do annually export at leaft 60,000 white cloths, worth at leaft 
all forts, kerfeys, bays, cottons, north- 
40,000 cloths more, worth L400,000 
what goes to the Netherlands from 
firon, coney-fkins, leather, tallow, ala- 
company imported, viz. of the Dutch 
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and German merchants, Rhenifh wines, fuftians, copper, fteel, hemp, | 
onion-feed, iron and copper wire, latten, kettles, pans, linen, harnefs, 

faltpetre, gunpowder, and all things made at Nurenberg (fuch as toys, 

{mall iron ware, &c.) Of the Italians, all forts of filks, velvets, cloth 

of gold, &c. Of the Eafterlings, naval ftores, furs, foap, afhes, &c. 

Of the Portuguefe, fpices and drugs. With the Spanifh and French 

they (z. e. the ftaple of Antwerp) bad not much to do, by reafon that ` 
our Englifh merchants have had a great trade direétly to France and 

Spain, and fo ferve England directly from thence with the commodities 3 

of thofe two countries. Of the Netherlanders they buy all kinds of l 
manufactures, tapeftry, buckrams, white thread, incle, linen, cambrics, 
lawns, madder, &c. Philip the Good, duke of Burgundy and fovereign 
of the Netherlands, the founder of the order of the golden fleece, gave 
the fleece for the badge of that order, in confideration of the great re- 
venue accruing to him from the tolls and cuftoms of our wool and 
woollen cloth *. 

The firft account + we meet with of any French fhips fitted out for 
Eaft-India, is in this year, when a company of merchants in St. Malo 
fitted out two fhips, one of which was caft away at the Maldive iflands, 
where the crew were detained as prifoners for fome time, and after- 
wards got home to France. Laval, who writes the account of their un- 
fortunate voyage, fays nothing of the fuccefs of the other fhip. 

After many inetfectual laws for the fupport of the poor, an a& was 
now paffed [43 Eliz. c. 2] prefcribing nearly the prefent method of 
collecting the poors rates, by overfeers in every parifh: yet notwith- 
ftanding the various alterations and amendments which the laws relat- . 
ing to the poor have undergone, it is ftill the opinion of every obferv- 
ing perfon, that the poor might be taken care of at a much lower ex- 
penfe than by the prefent method; and that the fhameful nuifance of 
common beggars and vagabonds might alfo be effectually prevented, 
were a proper committee of gentlemen and merchants, with one or two 
able and honeft lawyers, to undertake the truly arduous, though not 
abfolutely impraicable tafk, with patience and fteady refolution. 

In this fame year thirteen fhips failed from Amfterdam for Eaft-In- 
dia, which returned in fafety. 

A ftatute was enacted [43 Eliz. c.12] for awarding commiffions to hear 
and determine policies ot aflurances made among merchants, in the 
preamble of which are the following words : ‘ Whereas it hath been time 
“ out of mind an ufage amongft merchants, both of this realm and of 
: foreign nations, when they make any great adventure (ipecially into < 


- * So fays Wheeler, but without authority. Æ. with a terrible torm at the Cape of Good Hops = 
t So early as the year 1503, a voyage to In- he was driven upon unknown ccaits, and after 
n great hardfhips returned to Europe. [4 philof. é 


` dia was undertaken by fome merchants of Rouen, i 
ef politique, V. ii, p. 182, ed. 1782.] M. 


under the command of Mr. Gonneville. Meeting 
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‘ remote parts), to give fome confideration of money to other perfons 
* (which commonly are in no {mall number), to have from them afur- 
‘ ance made of their goods, merchandizes, ships, and things adven- 
‘tured, or fome part thereof, at fuch rates and in fuch fort as the Par- 
‘ ties aflurers and the parties aflured can agree; which courfe of deal. 
‘ ing is commonly termed a policy of affurance ; by means of which it 
* cometh to pafs, upon the lofs or perifhing of any fhip, there follow- 
- ‘ eth not the undoing of any man, but the lof lighteth rather eafily up- 
on many than heavily upon few, and rather upon them that adven- 
ture not, than upon thofe that adventure, whereby all merchants, fpe- 
cially of the younger fort, are allured to venture more willingly and 
more freely. And whereas heretofore fuch aflurers have ufed to ftand 
fo juftly and precifely upon their credits, as few or no contro- 
verfies have rifen thereupon ; and if any have grown, the fame have 
from time to time been ended and ordered by certain grave and dif- 
creet merchants appointed by the lord mayor. of London, until of 
late years that divers perfons have withdrawn themfelves from that 
arbitrary courfe, and have fought to draw the parties aflured to feek 
their moneys of every feveral aflurer, by fuits commenced in her ma- 
‘ jefty’s courts, to their great charges and delays.’ For remedy here- 
of it was now enaéted, ‘ that the lord chancellor (or keeper) do award 
one general or ftanding yearly commiffion, for: the determining of 
a ‘ caufes on policies of aflurances, fuch as now are or hereafter fhall be 
entered within the office of aflurances within the city of London: 
this commiffion to confit of the judge of the admiralty, the recorder 
of London, two doctors of the civil law, two common lawyers, and 
eight difcreet merchants, or any five of them; which commiffion 
fhail have authority to determine all caufes concerning policies of af- 
farance in a fummary way, fhall fummon the parties, examine wit- 
nefles upon oath, and umprifon difobeyers' of their decrees : they 
fhali meet weekly at the office of infurance, on the weft fide of the 
Royal exchange, for the execution of their commiffion, without fee 
or reward ; and any who may think himfelf aggrieved by their de- 
terminations, may in two months exhibit his bill in chancery for a 

re-examination of fuch decree, provided the complainant do firft lay 
down to the faid commiffioners the fum awarded ; and that the lord 
enancellor or keeper may either reverfe or affirm the firft decree, ac- 
cording to equity and confcience ; and if he decrees againft the af 
furers, double cofts fhal] be awarded to the affured. Luftly, no com- 


< miffioner thall be either affurer or aflured,’ 


Affurance, or infurance, of fhips and merchandize on the feas feems 


to have been in ule in England, upon the revival of commerce, fome- 
what earlier than on the continent; and Antwerp, when in its meridian 
glory, learned it from England: © And whereas (ays Malynes’s Lex 


a 


ç 


ON 


a 


0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


ae 


A. D. 1601. ' Mpg 


Mercatoria) the meetings of merchants in London were held if Lom- 
bard ftreet (fo called becaufe certain Italians of Lombardy kept there 
a pawn-houfe or lombard long before the Royal exchange was built), 
all the policies of infurances at Antwerp which then were and now 
(1622) yet are made, do make mention, that it thal] be in all things 
concerning the faid affurances as was accuftomed to be done in Lom- 
bard ftreet in London, which is imitated alfo in other places of the 
Low Countries.’ 


The fenate of Staden wrote to fome great man of Queen Elizabeth’s — 
court (not named), requefting him to affure the queen of their readi- - 


nefs to receive the Englifh merchant-adventurers to refide in their town 
as formerly, provided there be no monopoly or college, as they ftile it, of 
the faid rherchant-adventurers, fince they have learned that the imperial 
court has become more favourable to the Englifh ; and that the em- 
peror’s mandate ftruck only at the monopoly, as what the Hanfeatics 
oppofed. In the mean time all Englifh merchants in general may freely 
refort to Staden. [Fadera, V. xvi, p. 408.] But it was with a very bad 
grace that the merchants of the Hanfe complained of monopolies, who 
for three centuries had been the greateft monopolifts in Europe. We 
may therefor confider this letter as merely complimentary. 

The wars of Ireland having drained much of the money of England, 
Queen Elizabeth coined fhillings, fixpences, threepences, and halfpence, 
of a bafer allay than the Englifh Sterling coins, which fhe fent into Ire- 
land, as the only proper coins to país there ; and fhe alfo erected an of- 
fice of exchange between England and Ireland, for exchanging the faid 
new money with fterling moneys of England, appointing the offices of 
exchange to be at London, Briftol, and Chefter, in England, and Dub- 
lin, Cork, Galway, and Carrickfergus, in Ireland, where twenty fhil- 
lings Englifh money were to be exchanged for twenty-one fhillings Irith. 
[Fadera, V. xvi, p. 414.] 

King Henry IV of France, an able and penetrating prince, publifhed 
an edict for reducing the intereft of money in that kingdom to 64 per 
cent. That king therein obferves, that high intereft had ruined many 
good and antient houfes; that it had obftru@ed commerce, tillage, 
and manufactures, many perfons, through the facility of their gain by 
intereft of money, choofing rather to live idly in good towns on their 
income arifing therefrom, than to labour in the more painful employ- 
ments, in liberal arts, or in hufbandry. s 

Tt might have been expected that the Englifh, now a nation of confi- 
derable commerce, would have perceived the benefit of low interet 
fooner than France; yet the fact was quite otherwife, for intereft was 
not reduced in England from ten to eight till the year 1624, nor from 
eight to fix per cent till fifty years after this time. 
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The many grants of monopolies were now found to be very detri. 
mental to the general profperity, and petitions againft them WETE give 
in to the parliament. The queen thereupon, before any application 
was made to her, took up the bufinefs herfelf, and cancelled moft of 
the grants, leaving the reft to the due courfe of law. This prudent 
duét of the fovereign was acknowleged by an addrefs of thanks 
the houfe of commons. : 

1602.—The Ruffia and Turkey companies, at their joint expente, 
fent two fly-boats of feventy and fixty tons, with thirty-five men, com. 
manded by Captain George Waymouth, to make-another attempt for 
thie north-weft paflage. Having penetrated to the latitude of 63 deg, 
53 min. and finding the fea impaflable on account of the ‘ice, he re. 
turned home in July. 

Queen Elizabeth fent Lord Ewre, Sir John Herbert, and Dr. Dunn, 
as her plenipotentiaries, to Bremen, to treat with thofe of Denmark 
concerning peace and commerce, and gave them the following inftruc- 

; tions. 

D Whereas there are certain treaties in the reigns of King Henry 
VII and King Henry VIII with the crown of Denmark, wherein cer- 
tain places and ports in Denmark and Norway are afligned to our En- 
glifh fubjects, for the trade of fithery, habitation, and fuch like, which 
our merchants at prefent are debarred the ufe of, you fhall omit the 

¿ {pecial naming thereof, contenting yourfelves rather to obtain for our 
merchants a free trade and dealing in the king’s dominions, and every 
part thereof, in general terms; the intention of this treaty being to 
eftablith good amity between us and our loving brother (King Chrift 
tian IV) for ever; as alfo fome good means of (commercial) inter- 
courfe for our fubjects. l 

Il) And with refpe& to intercourfe (i. e. commercial correfpondence 
by treaty), you are to underftand that our merchants ufe very little 
trade in the dominions of Denmark > yet, in general terms, mention 1s 
to be made of kind entreating our fubjects on both. fides, with liberty 
to trade, paying the ordinary duties. 

III) For coming, going, and abiding, and (which moft imports 
our. fubject) for the intercourfe of our merchants with the Eaft 
‘countries through the paflage of the Sound ; as alfo of our merchants 


a Mutfcovy by the Wardhuys, and of the fifhing of Iceland and Ward- 
huys. 


As to the paffage of the Sound, our merch 

- their humble fupplications, dec] 
abufed there, as well by d 
certainties of the duties req 
them, fearching their {hips 


Con. 
from 


ants have long fince, by 
ared unto us that they are very much 
ayly increafe of exactions, as by the un- 
uired, with taking light occafions to flay 
>» and confifcating their goods. 
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TV) You may farther declare, that as cuftoms are grounded upon ac- 


‘knowlegment of regality, for protection, permifflion for coming in and 


out, for maintaining deep bays and lights, for repairing ports, banks, 


&c. fo ufe they to be urged with fome proportion to the ground thereof, 


ever leaving means to the merchant-adventurer for recompenfe of his 
venture and travail; and that tolls otherwife taken are rather efteemed 
wilful exactions than due and juft cuftoms: and feeing, both by former 
treaties, and for fafety in that paflage (the Sound), tolls muft be paid, 
wherein doubtlefs you fhall find them very ftrié (the beft part-of that 
king’s revenue arifing from fuch perquifites), we leave you to confer 
with the merchants what. may be wrought for their reafonable fatif- 
faction. 

Firft, concerning the hundredth penny, it is againft all reafon that 
it fhould be otherwife rated than according to the valuation which ap- 
peareth by certificates from the magiftrate of the place whence the goods 
came, and not in that place where he fhould be both judge and jury. 

- Secondly, it is a moft unjuft thing that the merchant fhould be put 
to the proportion of entry of every particular in-every pack, otherwife 
than by certificate as aforefaid. 3 : 

Thirdly, that in cafe of concealments the mixed goods be not con- 
fifcated, but only what is concealed, or fome double or triple value 
thereof; for it isa great violence that merchants goods fhall be for- 
feited for mariners faults, and it is contrary to two articles of the treaty 
of 1490. . o€ 

Fourthly, there muft afo be a moderation of meafure of the lafts and 
the Jaft-geldt. 

Fifthly, for paflage of the company of Mufcovy, there was a particu- 
lar contraét made in the year 1583, at the humble fuit of the mer- 
chants, whereunto for the time we gave our confent, with fome modi- 
fication *. 

But it is very unreafonable fervility to look for fuch a power over 
another monarch, in a fea of fuch dimenfions as is between his. coun- 
tries and Iceland, when it is well known that none of our fhips do ever 
come within fight of land. We may as well impofe the like toll upon 
all fhips of his country that fhall pafs through any of our channels, or 
about our kingdoms. Concerning the fifhing at Wardhuys (at the 
North cape, where the very fummer preceding the Danes had feized 
and confifcated the fhips of Hull for fithing thereabout without a li- 
cence from them) and in the feas of Iceland, the law of nations does 
allow of fifhing in the fea every where, as alfo of ufing the coafts and 
Ports of potentates in amity for traflic, and for avoiding of danger front 


* See above in the year 1533- 


Vox. IL. EE 
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tempefts *; wherefor no licence ought to be infifted on, as in old trea. 
ties, for fifhing, &c. on that coaft ; for it cannot be admitted, that the 
property of the fea, at what diftance foever, is confequent to the bank 
as it happeneth in {mall rivers, where the banks are proper to divers 
men}; for then it would follow, that no fea were common, the banks on 
every fide being the property of one or other. 

To all which the Danifh king replied in this fame year ina letter fo 
the queen, by referring to old treaties between England and Denmark 
which Queen Elizabeth would not allow to be of any force in her dave 
That king moreover in his turn complained of the depredations com. 
mitted by certain Englifh fhips on thofe of Denmark. [Fædera, V, Xvi, 

» 42 To 
a ae ae sae the queen’s inftrudtions are fo extremely well pen. 
ned, and the reafonings fo juft for not obferving the obfolete reftridtive 
treaties, that it is humbly apprehended they may even be found ufeful 
to minifters and ambafladors of the prefent and future times in fimilar 
cafes, commercial and nautical. 

Queen Elizabeth iflued a proclamation, prohibiting her fubjedts from 
pirating on the fhips and merchandize of nations in alliance with her, 
under pretence of their belonging to Spain and Portugal (which fhews 
the complaint of the king of Denmark not to have been without 
ground), and for regulating the fale of prizes, &c. [Federa,. V. xvi, 

-436.] took 
a Chavin from France now failed up the great river of St. Laurence to: 
Canada, but made no fettlement there till the following year.. 

The plurality of Eaft-India partnerfhips or focieties, at this time: 
formed in Holland, creating much diforder and clafhing in that com- 
merce, the ftates-general fummoned before them the direCtors of all 
thofe companies, and obliged them to unite: for the future into one; 

_to which united company the ftates granted the fole commerce. to: Eaft- 
India for twenty-one years, from the 2oth day of March 1602, and 
their now joint capital ftock confifted of 6,600,000 guilders (or about: 


600,000 Sterling). _ This joint capital ftock was proportioned. in the: 
following manner, viz. 


Amfterdam to have one half of 
tors. 

Middleburg one fourth of it, and twelve dire@ors, 

Delft, Rotterdam, Enchuyfen, and Hoorn, each one fixteenth part, 


and feven directors, making in all fixty dire@ors from all thofe places. 
Or more minutely, by other accounts, 


the faid capital, and twenty direc 


* How different is this language from that of i i i 

nage from t and other fimilar declarations by Elizabeth, they 
her two next fucceffors, and oF Selden in his Mare would have furnifhed excellent Jeera in his- 
claufum? Had Grotius feen thefe intru&tions, Mare liberum.. 
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: ; : Guild. Stiv. Pen: 
Subfcribed by Amfterdam = 3,687,038 6 


8 

Middleburg - 1,306,655 4 ò 

Delft - - 470,962 10 © 

7 . Rotterdam - 174,562 10 © 

i Hoorn -= - 268,430 IO o 
Enchuyfen - 541,562 10 Oo ae 


Total fubfcribed 6,449,211 10 8. 


Each of which places elected a number of diredtors, fent out a number 
of fhips, and received returns, all proportioned to the fums thus fub- 
{cribed ; and at each of thofe places there is an Eaft-India office, called 
their chamber. 

The Dutch united company fent this year a fleet of fourteen fhips to 
India, and made great advantage by the voyage. 

Queen Elizabeth iffued a proclamation, after the unaccountable hu- 
mour of that age, in forefeeing dangers that have never yet happened, 
nor are ever like to happen, from an increafe of the fuburbs of the city 
of London, though at prefent much more confiderable than in her 
days. Allthat can be faid for her zeal herein is, that the greateft 
judgments are fometimes biafled by popular miftakes and clamour. 
The common objection, that the head (i. e. London) was become too 
large for the body (i. e. England) firft began to be made about this 
time, and has been frequently ftarted fince on various occafions, we 
.apprehend without {olid grounds, the increafe of buildings in London 
‘being principally the confequence of an increafe of our general com- ~ 
merce. She therein fays, that forefeeing the great and manifold in- | 
.convenieñcies and mifchiefs which dayly grow, and are like more and 
-more to increafe unto the fate of the city of London, and the fuburbs 
‘and confines thereof, by accefs and confluence of people to inhabit the 
fame, not only by reafon that fuch multitudes could hardly be govern- 
-ed by ordinary juftice to ferve God and obey her majefty, without con- 
ftituting an addition of more officers, and enlarging of authorities and 
jurifdićtions for that purpofe, but alfo could hardly be provided of. fut 
tentation of viétual, food, and other like neceflaries for man’s relief 
upon reafonable prices: and finally, for that fuch great multitudes of 
people inhabiting in fmall rooms, whereof many be very poor, and 
{uch as muft live by begging or worfe means, and being heaped up to- 
gether, and in a fort fmothered, with many families of children and 
fervants in one houfe or fmall tenement, it muft needs follow if any 
‘plague or other univerfal ficknefs come amongft them, it would pre- 
fently {pread through the whole city and confines, and alfo inte all 
Parts of the realm. 


Ff2 
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For remedy thereof, fhe commands all perfons to: defit from any 
new buildings within three miles of any of the gates of London, and 
only one family to inhabit one houfe. And having, in the 22d year of 
her reign, publithed certain ufeful orders and decrees for inforcing hae 
then proclamation, farther corroborated by act of parliament in the 
35th year of her reign, yet the faid mifchiefs daily increafing, through 
the negligence of magiftrates, &c. fhe now commands the lord Mayop 
of London, &c. faithfully to execute the following articles, viz: I and I] 
articles the fame with thefe in the ftatute of the 35th of this queen, al. 
ready exhibited under the year 1593 *. ee, 

WT) Such tenements as have been divided within thefe ten years in 
the forefaid limits, the inmates. to be avoided. prefently, if they have 
no eftate for life, lives, or years, yet enduring ; and for fuch- as have 
fuch eftate or term, then as the fame fhall end, the tenement to be rez. 
duced to the former ftate. i 

IV) All fheds and fhops to: be pulled down, that have been erected: 
-within feven years paf. 

V) Empty houfes, erected within feven years paft, not to be let to 
any, unlefs the owner fhall be content that they be difpofed of for fome 
of the poor of the parith that are deftitute of houfes,. at fuch rents. as 
they fhall allow.. ; 

V1) Buildings on new foundations not yet finifhed, to: be. pulled 
down. With fundry other regulations not material enough for us to 
tran{cribe. 

We find, by letters from the Emperor Rodolph II, that the Hanf 
towns were now willing to enter into an amicable treaty with Queen 
Elizabeth, to which he underftands the queen not to be averfe. And: 
he appoints the treaty to be held at Bremen, notwithftanding his own 
imperial mandate of 1 597, with the concurrence of the German diet, 
againft the monopolizing company .of the Englith merchant-adventur- 
ers, who in that year refided at Staden, commanding them to depart the 
empire in three months time. [Federa, V..xv, p. 458.] 

_ But the queen and nation were become too wife to let the Hanfea- 
tics return again to their old methods of commerce in England, now fo 
greatly interfering with the commerce of her own people. 

Queen Elizabeth and the king of Denmark, after fome fharp letters 
on both fides concerning the exaGions and depredations mentioned un- 
der the preceding year, agreed to fend their plenipotentiaries to Bremen 
where the queen had two treaties to manage at the fame time, neither 
of which came to any thing, 

At that congrefs, the Danes ftrenuoufly infifted that the Englith thould 
pay the new tollsin the Sound and the laft-geldt ; that the Ruffia cam- 


* See above in the years 1580 and 1593. 
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: : 
7 i pany fhould continue to pay the 100 rofe-nobles yearly, for paffing the- 

ia North feas to Archangel; and alfo that the Englifh fhould not fifh at 

k Ferroe, Iceland, nor Wardhoufe, without a licence from Denmark ; and 

a al fo the congrefs broke off. 

h All thofe pretenfions, excepting the toll in the Sound, are long fince : 
i wifely dropped by the Danifh court, as points untenable in thefe more- ; 
I enlightened times. f 
4 After fixteen years fufpenfion of failing from England to America, 
| owing to the unfuccefsful attempts of Raleigh, &c. in the later part of ° 

the laft century, Captain Gofnol, who was an expert failor, and had been 

j employed in thofe former attempts, now made a voyage-to the coafts of 

; Virginia *, where he traded with the Indians for peitry, faflatras, cedar- 


wood, &c. in latitude 42, in the country now called New England. 
On Martha’s vineyard (an ifland fo named by him) he fowed Englith 
| corn, which he faw come up kindly, and returned home, making a pro- 
o y fperous voyage.. ; ; ; 
| For his credit it ought to be related, that he was the firft Englifhman 
) who found out the fhorter courfe to the coafts of North America, witn- | 
; out failing (as hitherto) to the Weft-Indies, and through the gulf of- 4 
3 Florida; which, befide the great compafs about, was alfo much more hi 
dangerous, more efpecially in pafling that gulf. And in the year follow- l 
ing two Briftol fhips traded there, as did alfo Captain Gilbert from Lon-- i 
don, with the Indians, and alfo-with thofe of St. Lucia, Dominica, Ne- 7 
vis, and St. Chriftopher, ifles not yet planted. Z 
| In this laft year of Queen Elizabeth’s reign one more expedition was- \ 
fet on foot againft the coafts of Spain, where, with eight of the queen’s 
fhips, and fome hired ones, commanded by Sir Richard Levifon and Sir i 
William Monfon, the Spanith flota was unfuccefsfully attacked: yet they | 
had better fuccefs in attacking a number of fhips inthe haven of Ce - 
zimbra, two of which they deftroyed, and from thence carried home a j 
rich carrack worth a million of ducats. Soon after, feven of the eight 
{hips which had efcaped from.Cezimbra were deftroyed near Dover by f 
Sir Robert Manfel.. { 
1603:—After innumerable diftrations, many rebellions and infur- - ; 
rections, and much confufion, the entire pacification of Ireland was this | 
year effe&ted, by the abfolute fubmiffion of the grand rebel Tyrone to 
Queen Elizabeth’s mercy, he not knowing (fays Sir James Ware's Hif- 
tory of Ireland) that the queen died fix days before. During Queen i 
Elizabeth’s reign, (fays Sir John Davies) fhe fent over more men, and- i 


3 The reader will remember, what has been al- name of Virginia to the whole continent of North 
Teady obferved, that the Englifh then gave the America.. FS Nip 
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‘{pent more treafure, to fave and reduce Ireland, than all her Progenitor, 
fince the conqueft. ; 
Queen Elizabeth died 24th. March 1603, and was fucceeded by James 
‘VI king of Scotland, the firft monarch of Great Britain *. - 

The acceffion of Scotland to the crown of England has undoubted] 
proved a great benefit to the later, not only as thereby a moft dan et 
ous back-door was for ever fhut againft France or any other foreign 
enemy ; but likewife as it has largely fupplied England with ftout and 
able men, both for the land and fea fervice, befide other benefits need- 
Jefs to be enlarged on. But King James’s acceffion was undoubtedly de- 
‘trimental to the Scots in many refpects. It carried away the court, 
‘their principal nobility and gentry, as well as foreign minifters and man 
other ftrangers ; whereby the trading people were deprived of much 
money that ufed to be fpent in that country. It confiderably decreaft. 
ed the demand for both foreign and home commodities. It alfo de. 
creafed the number of their people, and thereby created difcontent; al] 
which however were afterward well made up by a communication of 
the Englifh trade and colonies to Scotland, the .refult of the more happy 
confolidating union in the year 1707. 

The refort of the Scottifh nobles to.the court (which their anceftoré had 
fhunned as much as poffible) completed the union of London and Weft- 
minfter, by converting the antient country villas and gardens of the ci- 
tizens, and the interjacent. cottages, into a continued ftreet, which is called 
the Strand. _ me 

King James, at his acceffion to the crown of England, called in all the 
thips of war, as well as the numerous privateers which the Englifh mer- 
chants, during Queen Elizabeth’s reign, had fo fuccefsfully employed 
againft Spain, and by which they had-done infinite damage to the com- 
merce of that nation, declaring himfelf to be at peace with all the world. 
The king’s pacific difpofition Save an opportunity to mercantile and cô- 
lonizing adventurers to plant and-improve the colonies of Virginia, New 
England, Bermudas, and Newfoundland (if the laft may even at this day 
be termed a colony) as alfo to make a confiderable progrefg in the trade 
to the Eaft-Indies. The royal navy too was increafed in his reign to al- 
moft double the number of Queen Elizabeth’s own fhips of war, viz. 2 
from thirteen to twenty-four men of war. The largeft of Queen Eliza- 
beth’s fhips at her death was of 1g00 tons, carrying 340 mariners, and 
40 cannon ; and the fmalleft of 600 tons, carrying 150 mariners, an 
3° cannon, befide {maller veffels occafionally hired of private owners. 


* King James faid of his predeceffor Elizabeth, © that the was one, who in wifdom and felicity of 


rinces fince the days of ? h irs, pe 28. p 
excellent comparifon. M. P ys of Auguftus, lten Memoirs, p. 2 J 
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According to Sir William Monfon, [Naval traéts, p. 294] there were 
not above four merchant fhips now in England of four hundred tons 
burthen. ; : 

King James iffued a proclamation for annulling feveral monopolies, 
and at the opening of his firft parliament {poke fharply againft them ; 
although afterward he gave great encouragement to them. 

Henry IV, king of France, feeing that it was in vain to prohibit the 
exportation of gold and filver, unlefs thofe things for which they were 
fent were made at home, that the ufe of filk was become fo common 
(more efpecially among the fair-fex) that they defpifed the woollen 
clothes fo univerfally and frugally worn by their anceftors, redoubled 
his exertions, during the prefent feafon of tranquillity, to encourage and 
extend the propagation of filk-worms, and:the manufacture of filk. He 
procured workmen to conduét a manufacture of tapeftry from Flanders, 
where it had long flourifhed, and alfo introduced the manufacture of 
fine earthen ware from the Netherlands. He revived the glafs-houfes 
which had-been firft fet up in the reign of Henry II, in imitation of 
thofe at Venice, and fet up a linen manufacture. He alfo made rivers 
navigable; and his-attempt to unite the Loire and the Seine, at a vaft 
expenfe, was a laudable; though unfuccefsful, undertaking. In his 


buildings, gardens, &c. his improvements fhewed the greatnefs of his ge+- 


nius for the arts. [Thuani Hift. L. cxxix.] 

It was not till this year that the French began to fettle in the coun- 
try called Canada, or New France, on the north fide of the river St. Lau- 
rence, near the place named Trois Rivieres, but they did not get fo high 
as Quebec till the year 1608. They proceeded to: fettle on the north 
fide only of that river, between Quebec and Montreal, till 1629, when 
Sir David Kirk reduced the whole to the obedience of England. 

The weekly bills of mortality at London began now to be regularly 


“kept as in our days; yet many of-thofe bills-in earlier times have been 


loft. And even the bills in their moft modern condition afford but an im- 
perfec conjecture of the magnitude of London, as comprehending only 
the chriftenings and burials of thofe of the eftablifhed church, althougs 
the diffenters of all denominations are very numerous. Thofe alfo who 
are buried in St. Paul’s cathedral, in the abbey-church at Weftminfler; 
in the Temple church, the Rolls chapel, Lincoln’s. Inn chapel, the Charter- 
houfe, the Tower, and:fome other parts, are faid to be entirely omitted, 
Before the laft plague of 1665, the yearly bills were much more fre- 
quently filled with that difeafe than, to our comfort, they have been 
fince, owing probably to the more airy and open rebuilding of London 
after the great conflagration in the year 1666, and the greater plenty of 
iweet water. ; 


2 
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__ By an ac againft the importation of foreign corrupt hops, and brew, 
“ing with fuch, it appears, that, though hops were produced in abunda : 
- in England, {till fome were imported, as it makes heavy complaint, of 
‘the adulteration of foreign hops, in the facks of which were found great 
-quantities of ftalks, powder, fand, ftraw, &c. by means whereof the 
fubjects of this realm have been of late years abufed, &c. to the value 
of L20,0c0 yearly, befide the danger of their healths, [i Fac. I, c. igy 
The houfe of commons granted the king during life a fubfidy of ton- 
‘nage and poundage for the guard of the feas, in fo abject a ftyle, (the 
words, your majefty’s poor commons, being frequently repeated) and f 
unworthy of the {pirit of free-born Englifhmen, that it is the lef to be 
wondered at that his fon and fucceffor made fo free with this fubfidy 
without confulting his people. [1 Jac. J, c. Zoue 
. __ The tonnage duty was 3/ for every ton of wine, and 1/for an aum of 
Rhenifh wine. : ; 
The poundage was 1/ on every 20/ value of goods exported and im. 
ported, excepting woollen cloths exported, and fith exported. taken by 
‘Englith fubjeds. ; 
By this fame act they granted him Lr: 1 3:4 on every fack of wool.ex. 
‘ported, and the fame for every 240 woolfels, to be paid by aliens only, 
who fhould alfo pay 2/ for every 20/ value of pewter exported by them, 
Yet the following year King James by proclamation prohibited the ex- 
portation of wool, which, indeed, it was high time to do, our own ma- 
nufacture of it being now fo confiderable, and fo much fent into foreign 
parts, as to employ or work up all, or near all our own wool at home. 
About this time the Englith Eaft-India company fettled their factory 
at Surat, in the province of Cambaya or Guzuratte, and were foon fol- 
lowed thither by the Dutch. And there, at firft, the Portuguefe, pre- 
‘tending to the fole and exclufive commerce to India, were very trou- 
blefome to both Englith and Dutch, by feizing their {hips and merchan- 
dize, and murdering their people: yet in the end both thofe nations, 
but more efpecially the Dutch, took a complete revenge on the Portu- 
‘guefe in India. 
We may on this occafion briefly remark the very great benefits 
“which both the cities and potentates of Eaft-India have reaped from the 
-coming of the Europeans thither; and more efpecially the dominions 


of the Mogul, by the great increafe of his cuftoms, and of his towns 


and fea-ports. Even this famous town of Surat, though now the fir 


port of the continent of India for Maritime commerce, was little better 
than a village till that time, 


i though fince containing above 200,00° 
ouls. The Europeans, moreover, have inftruéted the Eaft-Indians im 
, &c. and more particularly in building bet- 
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The Portuguefe in India had been in poffeffion of the coafts of Cey- 
lon (as we have related) ever fince the year 1505, when they erected 


their firft fort at Columbo, where the beft cinnamon on earth grows. 
Zoares, the Portuguefe general, obliged the king of Ceylon to pay the 


king of Portugal an annual tribute of 124,000 pounds of cinnamon, 
twelve rings fet with moft pretious ftones, and fix elephants; as on the 
other hand, the Portuguefe engaged to aflift him againft all his enemies. 
But the Moors fettled in Ceylon, being jealous of the Portuguefe, found 
means to interrupt the harmony between the king and them; neverthe- 
efs the Portuguefe, in fpite of all oppofition, at length fortified them- 
felves quite round that extenfive ifland. The Hollanders, however, 
doomed to be the perpetual fcourge-of the Portuguefe in India, firft 
landed there in this year, and went to Candy the capital, to wait on the 
king, in order to contract a friendfhip with him, which excited the jea- 
loufy of the Portuguefe, who were not, however, fo {foon fupplanted as: 
they apprehended. [Churchill s Voyages, V. i, p. 573.) 

The Dutch Eaft-India company fent out this year twelve fhips, which, 
however, mifcarried in attempting Mozambique and Goa; yet they 
took feveral Portuguefe fhips : they alfo drove the Portuguefe from Am- 
boyna and Tidore in the Moluccos. This year their company divided 
15 per cent on their capital of 6,459,841 guilders *. 

At this time Sir Walter Raleigh laid before King James a {mall eflay 
in manufcript, intitled Obfervations concerning the trade and com- 
merce of England with the Dutch and other foreign nations ; but being 
rot much regarded at that time, he got it a fecond time laid before that 
prince a little before his execution, probably in hopes of pardon. Tts 
main drift was to demonftrate the five following propofitions, or how 
many ways England fupinely fuffered other nations (who had little or 
no means or materials of their own to work upon) to. carry away the 
trade of the world. 

As, 1) That foreigners, (he meant principally the Hollanders) by the 
privileges they allowed to ftrangers, drew multitudes of merchants to live 
amongft them, and thereby enriched themfelves. : 

H) By their ftorehoufes or magazines of all foreign commodities, 
wherewith, upon every occafion of fearcity, they are enabled to fupply 
other countries, even thofe from whom they brought thofe very com. 
modities.. 

Ill) By the lownefs of the cuftoms of thofe foreign. nations, (here he: 
ftill means the Dutch.) 


* Mr. Anderfon has occafionally given the fub- all, and have given the whole at once in the com- 
fequent dividends of the Dutch Batt-India com- prehenfive form ofa table down to the year 1796. 
pany, but frequently from erroncous authorities. which will be found inferted under the year 1799- 

ave therefor taken the liberty of cancelling them M G 
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IV) By the ftructure or roominefs of their fhipping, holding Mug} 
merchandize, though failing with fewer bands than our fhips, thereby 
carrying their goods much cheaper to and from foreign parts than We 
can; whereby the Dutch gain all the foreign freights, whilft our fhi 
lie ftill and decay, or elfe go to Newcaflle for coals. is 

V) Their prodigious fifhery, of which they make fuch vaft ret 
yearly. 

After thefe five propofitions, he goes on to remark on the freedom 
from cuftom allowed by the Dutch, for any newly ereéted trade. That 
even in France all nations may freely buy and fell, being free of cuftom 
outwards twice or thrice in the year. That at Rochel and in Britany 
there is free cuftom all the year round, and alfo in Denmark ; except- 
ing between Bartholomew-tide and Michaelmas. That the Hank 
towns imitate the Dutch in thofe wife regulations, whereby they alfo 
abound'in riches and all manner of merchandize, have plenty of money, 
and are ftrong in fhipping and mariners, fome of their towns having 
near one thoufand fail of fhips. 5 

That the Dutch and other petty fates ingrofs the tran{portation of the 
merchandize of France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Turkey, and the Eaf 
and Weft Indies; all which they carry to Denmark, Sweden, Poland, 
and other northern parts, and bring back the bulky commodities of thofe 
northern regions into the fouthern countries. Yet is England bet- 
ter fituated than Holland for a.general ftorehoufe. No fooner does a 
dearth happen of wine, fifh, or corn, &c. in England, than forthwith the 
Embdeners, Hamburghers, and Hollanders, out of their ftorehoufes load 
50 or 100 fhips or more, difperfing themfelves round about this king- 
dom, and carrying away great fore of coin and wealth, thus cutting 
down our merchants, and decaying our navigation, not with their natu- 
‘ral commodities, but with thofe of other countries, l 

Amfterdam is never without 700,000 quarters of corn, befide what 
they dayly vent, though none of it be of the growth of their country; 
‘and a dearth of only one year in England, France, Spain, Portugal, 
Italy, &c. is juftly obferved to enrich Holland for feven years after. In 
the laft dearth fix years ago in England, the Hamburghers, Embdeners, 
and Hollanders fupplied this kingdom from their ftorehoufes; and må 
year and a half carried away from the ports of Southampton, Exetel, 
and Briftol, near £200,000; and from other parts of this kingdom, (mor 
particularly including London) it cannot be fo little as 12,000,000 
more, to the great decay of your kingdom, and impoverifhing of your 
people, difcredit and difhonour to the merchants, and to the land. 

The Dutch, &c. have a continual trade into this kingdom with 50° 
or 600 fhips yearly, with merchandize of other countries, ftoring them 
up here until the price rife to their minds ; and we trade not with filly 
{hips into their country in a year, 


urns 
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He goes on to obferve very truely, that unlefs there be a fcarcity ot 
high prices, all merchants avoid the parts where great impofitions are 


on merchandize ; which places are ufually flenderly thipped, ill-ferved, _ 


and at dear rates, often in fearcity, and in want of employment for 
their people: whereas the low duties of the wife ftates. above named 
draw all trafic unto them, and the great liberty allowed to ftrangers 
makes a continual mart; fo that whatever excifes, &c. they may lay 
upon the common people, they are fure ever to eafe, uphold, and main- 
tain the merchants by all poflible means, thereby to draw the wealth 
and ftrength of Chriftendom to themfelves : and although the duties be 
but fmall, yet the vaft exports and imports do greatly increafe their re- 


venues; which vaft commerce enables the common people not only to ` 


bear the burden of the excifes and impofitions laid on them, but alfo to 
grow rich. 

In former ages, the city of Genoa, as appears by their antient re- 
cords and fumptuous buildings, had a vaftly extended commerce, whi- 
ther all nations traded, being the ftorehoufe for all Italy and other parts : 
but after they laid fo great a cuftom as 16 per cent, all nations left trad- 
ing with them, which made them give themfelves wholly to ufury ; and 
at this day we have not three fhips go thither in a year. 

On the other fide, the duke of Florence having laid fmall cuftoms on 
merchandize at Leghorn, and granted great privileges, he has thereby 
made it a rich and ftrong city, and his ftate flourifhing. 

Next, Raleigh comes to his favourite point, the fifhery. The greateft 
fithing that ever was known in the world is upon the coafts of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland; but the great fifhery is in the Low Countries and 
other petty ftates, wherewith they ferve themfelves and all Chriftendom. 

1) Into four towns in the Baltic, viz. Koningfberg, Elbing, Stetin, 
and Dantzick, there are carried and vended in a year between 30,000 
and 49,co9 lafts of herrings, which, being fold but at L15 or L16 the 
laft, is about it Zee - L620,c000 0 © 
And we fend none thither. 

JI) To Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and the ports. 
of Riga, Revel, Narva, and other parts of Livonia, &c.. 
above 10,000 lafts of herrings, worth = ~ 170,000 O O 
And we fend none at all to thofe countries.. 

HI) The Hollanders fend into Ruffia near 1300 lafts 
of herrings, fold at about 30/ per barrel, is - 27,000. © Q 
And we fend thither about twenty or thirty lafts.. 

IV) To Staden, Hamburgh, Bremen, and Embden, 
about 6000 lafts of filh and herrings, fold at about Lr 5- 
or Li6 per laft, = = = = 100,000 O Q 
And we none at all. 3 
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V) To Cleves and Juliers, up the Rhine to Cologne 
and Frankfort on the Maine, and fo over all Germany, 
near 22,000 lafts of filh and herrings, fold at L2o per 
laft (and we none), is - - - 

VI) Up the river Meufe to Maeftrecht, Liege, &c. 
and to Venloo, Zutphen, Deventer, Campen, Swoll, &c. 
about 7000 lafts of herrings, at L2o per laft (and we 
none at all), is > = - - 140,000 9 4 

VII) To Guelderland, Artois, Hainault, Brabant, 

Flanders, Antwerp, and up the Scheldt, all over the 
archduke’s countries, between 8000 and gooo lafts, at 
L18 per laft (and we none), is - = 2 

VII) The Hollanders and others carried of all forts 
of herrings to Roan alone in one year, befides all other 
parts of France, 5000 lafts (and we not 100 lafts), is 100,000' 9 9 


440,000 9 


162,000 9 5 


Total fterling money, - 11,759,000 o 9 


Over and above thefe, there is a great quantity of fifh vended to the 
Straits. Surely the ftream is neceflary to be turned to the good of this 
kingdom, to whofe fea-coafts alone God has fent thefe great bleffings 
and immenfe riches for us to take ; and that any nation fhould carry 
away out of this kingdom yearly great mafles of money for fifh taken 
in our feas, and fold again by them to us, muft needs be a great difho- 
nour to our nation, and hinderance to this realm *. 

Raleigh goes on to other branches of the Dutch commerce, viz. that, 
although abundance of corn grows in Poland, Livonia, &c. yet the great 
florehoufe for grain, to ferve Chriftendom, &c. in time of dearth, is in 
the Low Countries. : 

The vintage of wines and gathering of falt are in France and Spain, 
but the great ftores of both are in the Low Countries: and they fend 
near 1000 {ail of {hips yearly into the eaft countries with falt and wine 
only, befide what they fend to other places ; and we not one fhip ™ 
that way. 
anes ee oe = a of goga are in the eaft countries, a 
mafts, and other imber Pi z “ae ven E See: Pa e 
wherewith they ferve cherilelves ae Were on GE 

7 we mem™meives and other parts, and this kingdom) 


an 7 7 “rn r RA a ; i 
d they have soo or 665 great long fhips continually ufing that trade, 
and we none at ail. 


The wool, cloth, | 


ead, tin, and divers other commodities, are in Eng 
land ; but by means 


of our wool, and of our cloth going out rough, W 
* This account of the magnitude of the Dutch 


fifhery was quoted fixty years after b 
1 a ixt y the grand 
penfionary De Witt, as believing that Raleigh had 


mation 


taken great pains to obtain accurate infor that 


There is, however, good reafon to fufpect 
1s not entirely free from exaggeration. 
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drefled, and undyed, there is an exceeding manufactory and drapery in 
the Low Countries, wherewith they ferve themfelves and other nations, 
and greatly advance the employment of their people at home and traf- 
fic abroad, and in proportion fupprefs ours. 

We fend into the eaft countries yearly but 100 fhips, and our trade 
chiefly depends on three towns there, viz. Elbing, Koningfberg, and_ 
Dantzick ; but the Low Countries fend thither about 3000 fhips, trad- 
ing into every city and port-town, vending their commedities to ex- 
ceeding profit, and loading their fhips with plenty of their commodi- 
ties, which they have 20 per cent cheaper than we, by reafon of the 
difference of the coin ; and their fifh yields ready money. They fend 
into France, Spain, Portugal, and Italy, about 2000 fhips yearly with 
thofe Eaft-country commodities, and we none in that courfe. 

They trade into all cities and port-towns of France, and we chiefly to 
five or fix. 

The Low Countries have as many {hips and veflels as eleven king- 
doms of Chriftendom have, let England be one. They build every 
year near 1000 fhips *, although all their native commodities do not 
require 100 fhips to carry them away at once. Yet although we have 
all things of our own in abundance for the increafe of traffic, timber to 
build fhips, and commodities of our own to load about troco fhips and 
veffels at once, befide the great fifhing, and as faft as they make their 
voyages might reload again, yet our fhips and mariners decline, and 
traffic and merchants dayly decay. 

For feventy years together we had a great trade to Ruffiaf, and even 
about fourteen years ago we fent {tore of goodly fhips thither ; but three 
years paft we fent out four thither, and laft year but two or three fhips: 


- whereas the Hollanders are now increafed to about thirty or forty fhips, 


each as large as two of ours, chiefly laden with Englifh cloth, herrings 
taken in our feas, Englifh lead, and pewter made of our tin, befide 
other commodities ; all which we may do better than they. And al- 
though it (Ruflia) be a cheap country, and the trade very gainful, yet 
-we have almoft brought it to nought by diforderly trading. So like- 
wife we ufed to have eight or nine great fhips go continually a fifhing 
to Wardhoufe, and this year but one. 

God hath bleft your majefty with copper, lead, iron, tin, alum, cop- 
peras, faffron, fells, (i. e. fkins) and many more native commodities, to 
the number of about 100; and other manufactures vendible, to the 
number of about 1000; befide corn, whereof great quantities of beer 
are made, and moftly tranfported by ftrangers ; as alfo wool and coals. 


-* With refpeé to this number of /hips built + There was a trade with Ruffia at the port of 
Annually, it may be obferved, that the whole of Narva long before the route by the North cape 
the Britifh dominions, even in the prefent very ex- was difcovered. 
tended ftate of Britifh commerce, have never built 3 : 5 
quite fo many vefels in any one year. M. 
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Iron ordnance, a jewel of great value, far more than it is ac 
by reafon that no other country (but England) could ever att 
it, although they had attempted it with great charge. 

Raleigh, moreover, tells the king, that there were about 80,009 ieee 
drefled and undyed cloths annually exported from England, Where} 
L400,000 per annum, for fifty-five years paft (being above twenty mij_ 
lions), has been loft to the nation ; which fum, had the faid cloths been 
drefled and dyed at home, would have been gained, befide the farther 
enlarging of traffic, by importing materials for dying, and the increafe 
of cuftoms thereon. Moreover, there have been annually exported in 
that time, in bayes, northern and Devonfhire kerfies, all white, about 
50,000 cloths, counting three kerfies to one cloth, whereby five millions 
more have been loft for want of dying and drefling. 

Our bayes are fent white to Amfterdam, and there drefled, dyed, ang 
fhipped for Spain, Portugal, &c. where they are fold by the name of 
Flemifh bayes ; fo we lofe the very name of our home-bred commodi- 
ties. j 

Speaking again of the fifhery, he afferts, that the great fea-bufinefs ’ 
of fifhing employs near 20,000 fhips and veflels, and 400,000 people year- 
ly, upon the coafts of England, Scotland, and Ireland, with fixty {hips 
of war, which may prove dangerous. The Hollanders alone have about 
3000 fhips to fih with, and $0,000 men are employed yearly by them 
on your majefty’s coafts aforefaid ; which 3000 fhips employ near gooo 
other fhips and veffels, and 150,000 perfons more, by fea and land, to 
make provifion, to drefs and tranfport the fifh they take, and retum 
commodities ; whereby they are enabled yearly to build 1000 fhips and 
veflels. ' 

King Henry VII, defiring to make his kingdom powerful and rich 
by an increafe of fhips and mariners, and for the employment of his 
people, moved his fea-ports to fet up the great and rich fifhery, promif- 
ing them needful privileges, and to furnith them with loans of money; 
yet his people were flack. That by only twenty fifhing-buffes, placed 
at one fea-coaft town, where no fhip was before, there muft be to cally, 

recarry, tranfport, and make provifion for one bufs, three fhips ; like- 
wile every fhip fetting on work thirty feveral trades. Thus thofe twenty 
bufles fet on work near 8000 perfons by fea and land, and caufe an in- 
creafe of near 1000 mariners, and a fleet of eighty fail of fhips in one 
town, where none were before. } 

_ In the conclufion he ftrongly recommends what he calls a ftate-mer- 
chaut, fr om which he promifes a great increafe of commerce, manufac- 
tures, fhipping, and riches ; yet, as far as appears from his general ac- 
count of it, it feems to be no more than for the king to give him leave 
to name a number of commiffioners, to be veiled by his majefty with 
authority to take examinations upon oath, and in cther refpedts to rê- 
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gulate commerce to the beft advantage; which fcheme feems much the 
fame with the prefent board of trade and plantations, erected in the 
year 1696. 

Raleigh’s eflay on commerce was a mafterly performance for the time 
in which it was written, yet he is fometimes miftaken ; for inftance, his 
advice to raife the nominal value of coin above its intrinfic value, or, 
in other words, above the price of bullion in other nations, which he 
thinks would be a means to keep our coin to ourfelves. Yet in this 
point Raleigh may be excufed, feeing that fo lately as the years 1695 
and 1696, when the filver coins were fo fhamefully impaired as to re- 
quire a general recoinage, an otherwife able and diligent fecretary of 
the treafury fell into the like miftake, as will be related in its place. _ 

His theory is good in refpeét of the great advantages accruing to the 
public by dying and fully drefling our cloths before exportation ; never- 
thelefs, we fhall fee Alderman Cockayne’s patent for that end in the 
year 1615 prove unfuccefsful, although thofe arts have fince been gain- 
ed by us gradually, and without force, which a compulfory law in King 
James’s reign could not effet. King James’s attempt alfo in the year 
1623 to erect granaries of corn, in imitation of Holland, proved abort- 
ive. The fifhery is much altered fince Raleigh’s time: people, even 
in popifh countries, are become more delicate in their palates, and lefs 
fond of a falt-fith diet ; yet it muft be allowed that there is ftill a great 
demand for falted fifh in many countries. 

Upon the whole, although fome part of this eflay may poflibly lie 
under the cenfure of exaggeration, yet its hiftorical and critical remarks 
render it very deferving of a place in commercial hiftory. 

Befides the eftablifhment of a company of mines-royal erected in 
1563, and another for mineral and battery-works in 1568, King James 
now incorporated the earl of Pembroke and others, for better continu- 
ing the corporation (of the roth of Queen Elizabeth) of the fociety of 
mineral and battery-works; yet netwithftanding the acts of parliament 
of the roth and 3ọth of Elizabeth, and fundry grants of King James 
and of King Charles I and II, with prohibitions of foreign iron-wire 
and wool-cards ; and that the company of mines-royal was united in 
1668 to that of the mineral and battery-works, whereof Prince Rupert 
and the earl of Shaftfbury were then elected governors; two acts of par- 
liament, neverthelefs, (in 1689 and 1693) declared no mines to be 
royal, either of copper, tin, iron, or lead, even though gold and filver 
fhould be extracted therefrom ; provided, however, that the crown may 
have the pre-emption of thofe metals, paying for copper ore L16 per 
‘ton, tin L2 per ton, iron L2, and lead Lo per ton. Thefe acts greatly 
difcouraged the above named focieties, and gave rife to the mine- 
adventurers company, now alfo in a very languifhing condition m our 
(9 ays, 3 7 > 
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By a flatute of this year [c. 25] when wheat is not above Ly T 
per quarter, rye, peafe, a aa ees ey 14S per 
quarter, they may be exported in Engli h fhips, paying cuftom, 2f Dey 
quarter for wheat, and 1/4 for the other kinds. ! 

1604.—An aflembly of Hanfeatic deputies now appointed a folemy 
embafly to foreign nations, for the renewal of their mercantile privi 
leges, in the name of the cities of Lubeck, Dantzick, Cologne, Ham. 
burgh, and Bremen. They firt addreffed King James, who, becaufe 
they brought no letters from the emperor, foon difmifled them with 
the following anfwer of his privy council. is 

That as their privileges were heretofore adjudged to be forfeited, and 
thereupon refumed by the king’s predeceffors, in relpect of the breach 
of conditions on their part, fo it can no way ftand with the good of 
the ftate to reftore them again to the faid privileges. And with this an- 
{wer they departed nothing contented. [Thuan Hif. L. CXXX1,— jp. 
wood’s Memoirs, V. ii.) 

The Hanfeatics went thence to the court of France, where they met 
with abundance of good words, but nothing elfe ; and then they went 
to the court of Spain, where, probably for the emperoi’s fake, they had 
fome fuccefs. 

King James I having determined to make peace with all nations, a 
treaty was fet on foot at London between his minifters and thofe of 
King Philip III of Spain, and of the Archduke Albert, and the Arch- 
duchefs Tabella Clara Eugenia, for the Netherlands. What was then 
concluded relating to commerce is in fubftance, viz. 

I) All thips of war, and letters of marque and reprifals, to be called 
in on both fides. 

I) King James’s garrifons in the cautionary towns fhall not fupply 
the Hollanders with any military ftores, nor any other affiftance what- 
ever, during their revolt from Spain, 

MI) There hall be a free and uninterrupted commerce between the 
dominions of both parties, as it was b 


efore the late wars, and as agree- 
able to former treaties of commerce ; with free accefs -to each others 
ports, fo, however, that 


no number exceeding fix fhips of war fhall en- 
ter into any port on either fide without previous leave. 

IV) The merchandize of England, Scotland, -and Ireland, may be 
freely imported into the Spanifh dominions, without being obliged to 
pay the new impoft of 3° per cent, and fhall pay none but the old du- 
ties, i f 

V) With refpeét to the merchandi 
fhall buy in Spain, they fhall likewife 
impolt of 30 per cent i 
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elfe without paying the new impoft, unlefs it be to France, after Spain 
fhall have adjufted her differences with that crown. i 

V1) There fhall be no interruption of commerce in either country 
on account of difference in religion. 

VII) The effects of perfons dying in either country fhall be carefully 
kept for their executors or adminif{trators. 

VIII) Six months time fhall be allowed, in cafe of a rupture, for 
merchants in either country to remove their effects. 

IX) The fhips of neither contracting party fhall be detained in the 
ports of the other country, nor be made ufe of for war, without their 
refpective fovereign’s confent. [Fadera, V. xvi, p. 579.] 

In confequence of this treaty King James incorporated a company of 
merchants for an exclufive trade to Spain and Portugal; but this mono- 
poly being found to be very prejudicial to commerce, was in the follow- 
ing year fo ftrongly remonftrated againft by the houfe of commons, that 
the patent was revoked, and the trade to thofe countries left free to all 
as before, by act of parliament. [3 Fac. J, c. 6.] 

The king gave licence to Sir Edward Michelborne and his affociates, 
to go with their fhips on the difcovery of Cathaia, China, Japan, Corea, 
and Cambaya, and the ifles thereto belonging, and to trade with the faid 
countries and people (not as yet frequented and traded unto by any of 
our fubjeéts or people) without interruption, any reftraint, grant, or 
charter to the contrary notwithftanding. [Fadera, V- xvi, p. 582] This 
licence was direétly contradictory to the following claufe in Queen Eli- 
zabeth’s charter of incorporation to the Eaft-India company, viz. “ None 
« of the queen’s fubjects but the company, their fervants or afligns, {hall 
‘ refort to India, without being licenced by the company, upon pain of 
* forfeiting fhips, cargoes,” &c. Yet he and Captain John Davis went 
this year with one fhip and a pinnace to Bantam, but (according to Pur- 
chas) performed nothing memorable. 

The Englifh Eaft-India company fent out four fhips under Sir Henry 
Middleton. At Bantam he loaded two fhips with pepper, going with 
the other two to the ifles of Banda, famous for’the trade of nutmeg and 
mace. At Amboyna, fo eminent for cloves, he loaded a good quantity ; 
and there he found the Dutch at war with the Portuguefe about the fo- 
vereignty of that important ifland. In their return homeward one of 
their fhips was loft, but the other three got fafe home in the year 1606: 

The following record fhews the very great difference of times and 
feafons then and now. Its title is, Commifio pro tobacco, wherein King 
James fets forth, that whereas tobacco being a drug of late years found 
out, and brought from foreign parts in fmall quantities, was taken and, 
ufed by the better fort, both then and now, only as phyfic, to preferve 
health, but.is now at this day, through evil cuftom and the toleration 
thereof, exceffively taken by a number of riotous and diforderly perfons 
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of mean ‘and bafe condition, who do {pend moft of their ‘time in 
idle vanity, to the evil example and corrupting of others ; and 
confume the wages which many of them get by their labour, not carin 
at what price they buy that drug. By which immoderate ‘taking of ion ae 
bacco the health of a ‘great number of our people is impaired, and thei, 
bodies weakened and made unfit for labour ; befides, that alfo a great 
part of the treafure of our land is fpent and exhaufted by this only drus. 
fo licentioufly abufed by the meaner fort. All which enormous incon. 
veniencies we do. well perceive to proceed principally ‘from the grea 
quantity of tobacco dayly brought into this our realm, which excel 
z might in great part be reftrained by fome good impofition to be laid 

onit. Wherefor, we command you our treafurer of England to Order : 
all cuftomers, comptrollers, fearchers, furveyors, &c. of our ports, that, 
from the 26th of O@ober next, they fhall demand and take for our ufe, 
of all merchants, ‘as well Englith as ftrangers, and of all others who fhal] 
bring in any tobacco, ‘the fum of fix fhillings and eightpence on ever 
pound weight thereof, over and above the cuftom of twopence upon the 
pound weight ufually paid before, &c. [Fædera, V. xvi, p.601] As 
this king, as well as his fon and fucceffor, hada mortal hatred to tobac- 
co, and as it was, moreover, all brought from the Spanifh Weft Indies, 
it is no wonder he laid a taxon it equal to a prohibition, had it been. 
legally impofed and ftri&tly executed. He then little apprehended that 
in procefs of time the tax on the tobacco of his own colonies would 
yield 'a very confiderable thare of the public revenue. We may add, 
What.is obvious to all, that he had no right to lay on fuch a duty with- 
out the confent of parliament. 

The king iffied a proclamation for the reformation of the coin, and 
for coining new money. .[Fadera, V. xvi, p. 605.] : 

: The new coins were pieces of 20/, 10/; 5/, 4/, and 2/6, in gold; an 

pieces of 5/, 2/6, 1/5 6d, 2d, td, and-an halfpenny, in filver. 

The barbarous cruelties committed by the Spaniards in Chili, as well 
as in other parts of America, fo incenfed the natives, that they deftroy- 
ed five ofthe thirteen Spanifh towns in that country with much flaugh- 


ter. It is even faid thata confiderable part of Chili ftill preferves its 
native independence. 


1605.—We have already feen the cha 


Levant or Turkey companies expire; and as fach limited grants are al- 
ways difcouraging to the adventurers, ‘King James now gave a perpe- 


that 
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fons, and: all others thereafter to be admitted or made free of the com- 


‘pany, annually to elect a governor, deputy-governor, and eighteen af- 


fiftants, to manage all matters relating to the trade, freedom, &c. All 


the king’s fubjeéts, being merchants, under the age of twenty-fix years, 


on requiring the fame, and paying L25 to the company, and if above 
twenty-fix years of age, paying L5o, fall be made free of this com- 
pany, and all their apprentices fhall be admitted to its freedom on pay- 
ment of 20/ only. 

Thus a moft profitable commerce to England was eftablifhed in per- 
petuity *, whereby great quantities of our woollen manufactures, and 
of later times other merchandize, as watches, jewels, &c. have been 
exported thither. The Venetians, for many ages, fupplied Conftantin- 
ople and other parts of the Levant with woollen cloth and other mer- 
chandize; but the Englifh being able to afford their cloths cheaper than. 
the Venetians, drove them totally out of the cloth trade to Turkey. 
The author of the Trade’s increafe, publifhed in 1615, fays, that at 
firft this company’s ordinary returns were three to one; and this has 
generally been the cafe in newly: difcovered trades. 

Tt is true that Turkey is not a country to get a great and dire@ ba- 
Jance from, yet the raw filk brought from thence has been the means 
of bringing our filk manufacture to its prefent magnitude; and as we 
have alfo from thence cotton, mohair yarn, and dying ftuffs in great 
quantities, we may juftly efteem this trade profitable to:the public for 
the advancement of many forts of manufactures. From the Levant alfo 
come drugs, coffee, carpets, &c. r 

Captain Ley fettled with fome Englifhmen on the river Weapoco in 
Guiana; but fupplies mifcarrying, they were forced to abandon that 
fettlement. {Smith's Voyages, V. i1.] 

King James this year coined gold pieces called units, value 20/, 
double crowns 10/, Britain crowns 5/, thiftle crowns 4/, and half 
crowns 2/6; and next year he coined rofe-rials of 30/, {pur-rials of 15/, 
and angels of rọ/. His filver coins were in all refpects the fame as be- 
fore. 

As every improvement and increafe of the metropolis of the Britith 
empire indicates the increafe of its general wealth and commerce, we 
fhall not feruple to take notice that an act of parliament was pafled 
[3 Ya. I, c. 22] for paving St. Giles’s and Drury-lane, wherein St. Giles 
in the fields is defcribed as a town feparate from the great contiguity, 
very foul and miry, and till now unpaved. What we now call Broad Sr, 


* How far the exclufive privileges of the com- have heen afferted to be now prejudicial to the Bri- 

pany may be profitable to the nation at large, is ith commerce and manufactures, by Mr. Eton, 
care P x ava ae 5 7 REEI sy zz 

xow called in queftion ; and indeed their privileges in his Survey of the Turkifh empire, Svo, 1798. AD. 
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Giles’s, is in this act called < the ftreet in that part of the town of se 
< Giles leading to Holborn.’ 

About this time coaches began to be in pretty general ufe amon 
nobility and gentry in London; but hackney-coaches and flage 
to and from the country were ftill unknown. 

Philip HI king of Spain iffued a fevere declaration, prohibiting the 
inhabitants of the United provinces fram trading to the dominions of 
Spain, or to the Eaft or Weft Indies. But the Dutch Eaft-India com. 
pany were fo far from being thereby overawed, that it rather infpired 
them with frefh refolution and diligence; for they prefently fent Dit 
eleven fhips, prepared as well for war as for commerce. ‘Thete were 
foon followed by eight more, well fupplied with foldiers, who were te 
keep garrifon in the Eaft-Indies, where they at firft reduced the fort of 
Amboyna, and after taking feveral Spanifh and Portuguefe prizes, they 
entirely diflodged thofe two nations from the Molucco ifles. But with- 
out tiring the reader with all the feveral voyages of that Dutch com. 
pany, and their numberlefs advantages over the Spaniards and Portu- 
guefe in India and at fea, we fhall here only fummarily obferve .that 
they foon obtained full poffeffion of an immenfe commerce there, and 
in time eftablithed their faGtories and fettlements from Balfora at the 
mouth of the rivér Tigris in the Perfian gulf, along the coafts and 
ifles of India even to Japan, making alliances with many Indian princes, 
being moreover fovereigns in many parts of India, particularly the 
coafts of Ceylon, Palicat, Mafulipatam, Negapatam, and many other 
places along the coafts of Coromandel, Cochin, Canonor, Cranganor, 
and other places along the coaft of Malabar, and the beft part of the 
great ifle of Java, with Batavia, their great emporium there, the centre 
of all their Indian commerce : they are alfo fovereigns of the Moluccos 


and other fpice iflands; and at length they became fo potent as to be 


able to fend out a fleet in India of forty or fifty capital fhips, and’a land 
army of 30,000 men. 
The riches brought home to E 


S the 


-Coaches 


; urope by the feveral nations now trad- 
ing to the Eaft-Indies, having excited the emulation of the court of 
Denmark to attempt a fhorter way thither by the north-weft, although 
fo often before fruitlefsly attempted by others, King Chriftiern IV this 
year fent out three fhips into Frobifher’s ftraits, which traded with the 
natives, fome of whom they brought home to Copenhagen. They re- 
peated thefe attempts thither for fevera] fucceeding years, but made no. 
material difcovery. ; ; 

1606.—The people of Hull; who had long frequented the fifhery 
on the coafts of Iceland and Norway; made alfo fome eflays for that 
paflage on the coafts of Greenland ; and now alfo the Ruffia and Eaft- 
India companies joined in fending out. John Knight, who had been fent 
thither the preceding year by the court of Denmark ; but he returne 
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without any difcovery. They now began to kill morfes, or fea horfes, 
by lances, whofe teeth being in thofe times efteemed better than ivory, 
they brought home many of them, and much of their oil, and alfo 
thirty tons of lead ore from Cherry ifland, fo called becaufe difcovered 
in 1603 by a fhip belonging to Sir Francis Cherry. i 

In the years 1608 and 1610, the Ruffia company took pofleffion of 
Cherry ifland, and brought home confiderable quantities of morfes 
teeth and oil. In Gull ifland they difcovered three lead mines and a 
coal mine. 

In the third of King James, an act of parliament pafled, with di- 
rections how a paflage may be made by water from London to Oxford ; 
but as this law did not anfwer expeétation, it was repealed. 

In this year a new treaty of peace, commerce, and alliance, was con- 
cluded between King James and Henry IV king of France, for their 
mutual defence againft Spain, and for fupporting the United Nether- 
lands. What relates to commerce is in fubftance as follows, viz. 

I) The duties and cuftoms in both countries to be the fame as in 
former treaties. - 

ID) In the ports of London for England, and of Rouen, &c. for 
France, all controverfies between merchants fhall be referred to two 
merchants of each nation, who fhall be called confervators of the com- 
merce, and fhall take an oath for the faithful execution of their office, 
and {hall be appointed anew every year. They fhall fee to the juftnefs 
of weights and meafures, and thofe in France to the goodnefs of En- 
glith woollen cloth ; and what fhall appear tobe bad fhall be re-export- 
ed to England, but without confifeation, or the paying of any duty at 
the removal or return of fuch cloth. 

Ill) If in any fhip of either party there be found goods not entered, 
which fhould have paid cuftom, only the unentered goods, but none of 
the others in the fhip, fhail be forfeited. s 

IV) Merchants dying in either country may freely bequeath their 
effets according to: the laws and cuftoms of their own refpective coun- 
tries. 

V) All letters of reprifals. fhall be called in on both fides. [Fadera,. 
V. xvi, p. 645.) 

N. B. In this treaty the ifles of Guernfey and Jerfey are by name in- 
cluded. 

An Englith minifter was now for the firft time appointed to refide in. 
Turkey, by King James’s letters-patent to Thomas Glover, to be his en- 
voy and agent in the dominions of Sultan Achmet the grand fignior, 
who has freely given his confent that our merchants may trade to his 
dominions. Liberty is hereby given to the faid Thomas Glover to te- 
fide in what part of Turkey he fhall think beft, and to appoint coniuls 
for the good government of the Englifh in the other proper ports. ‘This 
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-was. in: confequence of the newly incorporated Levant company of the 
“preceding year, erected in perpetuity. 

Henry, the patriotic king of France, ereGed a council for the eneg ? 
-agement and improvement.of commerce ; and he perfevered in his ene 
deavours to introduce new manufadtures in his kingdom. Befides thofa 
already: mentioned, mills for working and cleaning of iron, manufac 
tures of gauzes and thin linen cloth, cloth and ferges, and gilt leather 
were eftablifhed in various parts of France. Saat » 

Captain Gofnold having given an advantageous defcription of Virgi. 
nia, as Raleigh and others had. done before, the gentlemen ; 
chants of England began: to entertain frefh hopes of planting a perma. 
nent colony there.;, and both the London and Briftol merchants had for 
‘three or four years paft, traded (as Gofnold had alfo done) for fuch 
‘commodities as the Indians on: the coafts. of that country could {upply, 
Captain Gilbert alfo in this year firft landed in the great bay of Chef 
peak, where he loft his. life. Moreover, Captain Weymouth, fitted out 
by the earl of Southampton and the Lord Arundel of Wardour in 
the year 1605, had traded alfo on thofe coafts with the Indians, barter- 
ing his beads, knives, combs, &c. for their furs, fkins, &c. to vaft:pro- 
fit. At length, after much folicitation, Captain Gofnold obtained of 
King James a charter for two companies. 

The firft company confifted of Sir Thomas Gates, Sir 
mers, Edward Wingfield, Efq. Mr. Hakluyt the induftrio 
of a collection of v 
South Virginia company, or the London adventurers, had a patent for all 
the lands in America comprehended between the 34th and 41ít degrees 
of north latitude, which are vow called Maryland, Virginia, and Ca- 
rolina. i 

The fecond company was called the P] ] 
empowered to plant and inhabit as far as to 45 degrees of north: lati- 
tude, including what are now called Penfylvania, New Jerfey, New 
York, and New England. But thefe loft did not plant till fome years 
afterwards, 


The London company fent out two fhips, in which went Mr. Percy, 
‘the earlof. Northumberland’ 


s brother, and four more of the council. 
-of that company, carrying with them, 


and tools, Pprovifions, ammunition, &c, 


miles from the mouth of Powhatan (now James river) within Chefapeak 
bay, and gave their firft fett] 


it ftill retains. This th as. properly glifh colony or 
the continent of Ameri Or ncn fcl Englifh e 


and mer- 


George So- 
us compiler 


ymouth adventurers, who were 


i ive. Here one 

: ng proved abortive. Here or 
hundred men fettled, with al] neceflaries, and Captain. John Smith (who 
©-Country) was left to.be their princi- 


i 
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oyages, and others, who, under the name of ihe. 
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pal manager ; and the earl of Southampton joining himfelf to this com- 


pany, procured Sir Thomas Dale (an experienced {oldier in the Nether- 
land wars): ro be their firft governor. Some-of the other principal ma-- 
nagers were Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir John . Danvers, Sir Maurice Abbot, 
Alderman .Abdy, &c. Thefe gentlemen prevailed on the great Sir 
Francis Bacon. to write his excellent inftruĉtions concerning new colo- 
nies, which are printed amongft his other eflays. i 

It is very true that the yellow ifinglafs duft found in James river,- 
and other golden dreams, did for a while fufpend the proper improve- - 
ment of that infant plantation, which was alfo greatly obftruéted by 
their many fquabbles with the natives, then very numerous there ; but 
as they were regularly fupplied with neceflaries and recruits from Eng- 


-land, they at length furmounted all difficulties, the greateft of which 


were perhaps their own inteftine divifions, and bad condu@, often bring- - 
ing them into diftrefs. 

‘The company of merchant-adventurers of the city of Exeter obtained 
an act of Parliament [4 Fac. I, c. 9] confirming a charter which Queen 
Elizabeth had granted them, in the year 1560, for an exclufive trade to 
the dominions of France. This was a proper monopoly legally efta- 
blithed, but only as far as related to the reft of the inhabitants, who 
were not free of that company, for which this ftatute affigns as a reafon 
the inconveniencies arifen from. the exceflive number of ignorant artifi- 
cers, &c. who in that city took upon them to ufe the fcience, art, and’ 
myftery of merchandize. 

In the fame {effion of parliament, and the very next ftatute, the town “ 
of Southampton obtained’ power to exclude. every one from merchan- 
dizing, and buying and {felling in that town, who was not free of it, 
with an exception, however, of the barons and freemen of the Cinque 
ports, whofe privileges of buying and felling there are hereby preferved 
entire. Both thefe monopolies, though merely local, would neverthe- 
lefs in our more experienced days be deemed by wife men an unreafon- 
able reftraint. 

1607.—Caniden now publifhed his laft and improved edition of his 
moft valuable work, intitled Britannia. Since his time the condition of 
many Englifh towns is greatly altered for the better, by the general in- 
creafe of commerce. For.inftance, {peaking of Lyme in Dorfetthire, 
he calls it a little town, fcarcely to be reputed a feaport town or haven, 
though frequented by fifhermen; yet this once contemptible place is 
now become a great town, and a port of good fhipping, having a fine 
pier and many opulent merchants. ; : 

The town and port of Poole, alfo in the fame county, is greatly in- 
creafed in fhips and merchants fince a little before Camden’s time, when 
according to him the bulk of its inhabitants were a few fifhermen. 
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The feaport town of Sunderland had no exiftence in Camden’, tite 
otherwife it could not have efcaped the notice of that accurate autho,” 
and the like may be obferved of Falmouth, now a well frequenteq pare 
Of Norwich we have elfewhere noted the great improvements ; ang the 
like may be remarked: of Briftol, and yet much more of Liverpool. 
alfo of Newcaftle, and many others, both feaports and inland towns. 
where manufactures now greatly flourifh, as Leeds, Halifax 
ham, Manchefler, &c. 

It muft however, be admitted on the other hand, that fome few Eng. 
lih towns have decayed, which in old times were much more confi- 
derable, particularly the cities of York and Lincoln. The latter efpe. 
cially muft have had a fudden as well as a very grievous decay in Cam. 
den’s time, who obferving how much the city of Lincoln was funk un- 
der the weight of time and antiquity, adds, ‘ that of fifty churches 
< which were remembered to have been in it by our grandfathers, there 
< are now fcarce eighteen remaining.’ Since Camden’s time they are 
reduced to thirteen fhabby ones. 

Since we are upon this fubje@t of the increafe and decline of Cities, 
Thuanus (who likewife wrote in 1607), {peaking of the famous com. 
mercial city of Dantzick, obferves, that from a {mall and obfcure be- 
ginning it has fince fo greatly increafed, that at this day it may be 
efteemed the moft frequented and richeft emporium, not only of the 
north and weft, but even of the whole earth, which was probably fay- 
ing rather too much, as Amfterdam may be prefumed to have been 
then much more frequented by fhipping, of greater magnitude, of a 
more extenfive commerce, and more opulent than Dantzick. But be 
that as it may, Dantzick is fince in fome degree declined from its former 
profperity, though {till a noble and opulent city. 

King James gave a charter for feven years to Richard Penkevell of 
Cornwall, Efq. and his colleagues, for the fole difcovery of a paflage to 
China, Cathay, the Moluccos, and other parts of the Eaft-Indies, by 
the north, north-eaft, or north-weft. They were hereby incorporated 
by the name of the colleagues of the fellowfhip for the difcovery of the 
north paflage, and were to enjoy for ever all the lands they fhould dif 
cover (not already found by any Chriftians), referving to the crown — 
the fupreme fovereignty, and alfo certain prerogatives, duties, &% 

[Fædera, V. xvi, p. 660.] But as nothing followed (that we can learn) 
from this charter, we need fay nothing farther about it. 

Captain Henry Hudfon (whether conneéted with the above company 
Or not is uncertain) now failed as far north as 801 degrees, in queft ° 
the paffage ; and he repeated his attempt in the following year to ^ 
little purpofe, after having in vain tried a north-eaft paflage by Nova 
ae he aE sear: His name, however, is perpetuated, by beme 
g g y in the northern part of America. 2 


, Birming. 
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There having been of late years many inclofures of heaths, commons, 
and other wafte grounds in England, the poor peafantry or cottagers 
of feveral counties made a kind of riotous infurreGion on that account, 
which however was foon quelled. 

The Englith Eaft-India company now fent out their third voyage 
with three fhips ; but as it would be equally tirefome and unprofitable 
to relate what is to be found in fo many other works, it is fuffaicient to 
remark that the fuperior induftry of the Dutch in India had already 
been beforehand with us at the {pice iflands, of which they foon after 
this time made themfelves fovereigns, as they remain at this day, and 
that the Portuguefe jefuits at the mogul’s court {till continued equal ene- 
mies to both Englifh and Dutch in India. 

Under this year Mezeray (though a popith author) writing of the 
reign of King Henry IV of France, highly commends the ftate of Ve- 
nice for wifely confulting the true intereft of their people ; for, finding 
many inconveniencies from the indifcreet zeal of perfons, efpecially on 
their deathbeds, in the year 1603, they prohibited the building of 
churches, convents, or hofpitals, without the fenate’s permiffion ; and. 
in 1605 enacted that no ecclefiaftic be allowed to leave, bequeath, or 
engage any goods to the church ; that none fhould henceforth give any 
eftate in lands to the clergy, nor to religious orders, without the confent 
of the fenate, who would allow of it upon good confideration. And 
upon the pope’s ftorming thereat, the fenate anfwered, ‘ that it was not 
‘ juft that fuch lands as maintained the fubje&ts, and were to bear the 
‘ charges of the ftate, fhould fall into mortmain ;” and they quoted the - 
like practice of the emperors Valentinian and Charlemain, of all the 
French kings from St. Louis to Henry III, of Edward I king of Eng- 
land, of the Emperor Charles V, &c. And (what is moft memorable). 
although the pope interdicted the republic and excommunicated the fe- 
nate, yet many of their bifhops and clergy ftood firm to’ the fenate, in. 
fpite of all the thunder of the Vatican. 

1608.—The manufacture of alum was now invented and fuccefsfully. 
‘pradifed in England, being happily encouraged and propagated in 
Yorkfhire by Lord Sheffield, Sir John Bourcher, and other landed- 
gentlemen of that county, to the very great benefit of England in ge- 
neral, and to the fingular great emolument of the proprietors thereof 
to this day. King James was a great encourager of thefe alum works, 
having, by the advice of his minifters, affumed the monopoly of it to. 
himfelf ; and therefor he prohibited the importation of foreign alum. 

But that king was not at all fuccefsful in his laudable zeal for the 
Propagation of filk in England, in imitation of King Henry IV of 
France. He this year fent circular letters into all the counties of Eng- 
land for planting mulberry trees ; for which end he caufed printed in- 
aes to be. publithed, ‘as alfo for breeding and feeding filk-worms. 
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‘ Having feen, fays King James, ‘ in a few years fpace, that’ our ; 
* ther the French king hath, fince his coming to that crown, Bora 
< gun and brought to perfection the making of filk in his e 
< whereby he hath won to himfelf honour, and to his fubje&s 
* vellous increafe of wealth.’ This was very true; but experience 
{hewn that neither that king nor any of his fucceflors have been able 
propagate filk in any place north of the river Loire, and much lef o 
far north as about Paris. i 

Neither have any later attempts in England for this purpofe fucceed. 
ed; our climate being apparently too cold for it. But the climate ik 
Carolina and Georgia is better fuited for filk-worms than the ve 
fouthernmoft provinces of Spain, France, or Italy; which therefor 
it is earneftly hoped will foon be effe€tually encouraged, as very hope. 
ful and confiderable beginnings have already been made. But as the 


Country 
a y, 


bringing of fo great a matter to any degree of perfection will require - 


many hands and much expenfe, it feems very well to merit the confider- 
ation and aid of the public; the quantity of raw filk of the very bef 
quality already produced in thofe two provinces giving rational ground 
for hoping that perhaps even the very next generation may enjoy the 
fubftantial effects of the prefent endeavours for the propagation as well 
of filk as of wines, potathes, cochineal, and fundry other excellent new 
productions ; more efpecially confidering the encouragement annually 
allotted for thofe and many other noble purpofes by the honourable and 
ever to be applauded fociety for the encouragement of arts, manufac- 
tures, and commerce, lately eftablifhed in our own time. 

Hitherto the Englith were but little fkilled in the arts of dying and 
dreffing their own woollen cloths ; they therefor ufually fent them white 
into Holland, where they were dyed and dreffed, and then fent back to 
England for fale. It is furprifing that thofe who made the fineft cloths 
in the world could not finifh them - but the fa@ was really fo. Alder- 
man Cockayne, and fome other merchants, reflecting on the great profit 
thereby made by the Hollanders, propofed to the king to undertake the 
dying and dreffing of cloths at home, to the great profit of the public 
and his majefty ; whereupon Cockayne obtained an exclufive patent for 
1t, and the king was to havé the monopoly of the fale of fuch home-dy ed 
cloths. The king thereupon iffued a proclamation, prohibiting any 
white cloths to be fent beyond fea, and {eized the charter of the com 
pany of merchant-adventurers, which empowered them to export white 
cloths. The Hollanders and German cities, ‘on the other fide, prohr 

_bited the importation of all Englith dyed cloths. Thus was commer 
thrown into confufion, Cockayne being difabled from felling his cloth 
any where but at home: befide that, his cloths were worfe done, 4” 
yet were dearer, than thofe done in Holland. There was a very gt 
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clamour therefor raifed againft this new projet by the weavers, info- 
much that the king was obliged to permit the exportation of a limited . 
quantity of white cloths: and a few years after, (viz. in 1615) for 
quieting the people, he found himfelf neceffitated to annull Cockayne’s 
patent, and to reftore that of the merchant-adventurers, who feem to 
have gained over the lord chancellor Bacon to their fide, who, in 2 
letter to King James (printed in his Refufcitatio) concerning Cockayne’s 
new company, complains, * that they at firft undertook to dye and 
< drefs all the cloths of the realm; yet foon after they wound themfelves 
‘into the trade of whites. This feeding of the foreigner,’ (meaning the 
Dutch) fays that great man, * may be dangerous. For, as we may think 
‘€ to hold up our clothing by vent of whites, till we can dye and drefs ; 
© fo the Dutch will think to hold up their manufactures of dying and 
< dreffing upon our whites till they can clothe *! I confefs, I did ever 
* think, that trading in companies is moft agreeable to the Englifh na-- 
‘ture, which wanteth that fame general vein of a republic which 
runneth in the Dutch, and ferves them inftead of a company; and 
© therefor I dare not advife to adventure this great trade of the king- 
< dom, which hath been fo long under government, in a free or loofe 
trade.’ And thus, merely by proceeding too precipitately, ar art, 
which afterward was gradually brought to abfolute perfection in Eng- 
land, was now deemed. impracticable. 

King James entered into a new defenfive treaty with the fates of the 
United Netherlands; engaging to defend them againft all invafions and 
injuries, and to affift them with twenty fhips of war, from 300 to 600. 
tons burden ; and alfo with 6000 foot and 400 horfe; they on the other 
fide engaging to aflift him with 4000 foot and 300 horfe. But this 
treaty was not to take place ull after the peace now treating of between- 
Spain and the ftates. 

Another treaty of this fame date concerns the arrears of debt due to 
King James by the ftates, and alfo concerning commercial privileges. . 

“I) The ftates acknowlege L818,408 Sterling to be due to the king, 
© of which fum he will expect nothing for the firft two years after the 
* peace, that they. may have time to eftablifh their affairs; and after-: 
« wards he will be content with annual payments of L60,000 until all 
< be paid off. 

‘ JI) The Englifh merchant-adventurers fhall enjoy all- their wonted' 
* privileges in the feven provinces, for the mutual advancement of the 
‘ commerce of both nations’ [Federa, V..xvi, p. 667] 

Captain Hudfon made fundry difcoveries in North-Virginia,.as it was: 
then called, where he alfo gave name to Hudfon’s river. He is faid to- 
have made a formal fale of lands lying on that river in the year 1608,. 


a 


_* In this his lordfhip was a true prophet, though in what he adds we may fomewhat diffent froma 
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including therein Martha’s vineyard and Elizabeth’s iflan 
New-England, to certain Hollanders; who thereupon fet 
and improving very faft. They named the country N 
and built there the city of New-Amfterdam, (fince nam 


and the fort of Orange (now Albany) about 150 mi 
river. 


In this manner did the Hollanders go on improving their Ne 
Netherland, without any effectual check from England even until King 
Charles IPs firt war with Holland. The flates-generdl, in the placa; 
or patent eftablifhing their Weft-India company, exprefly included 
New-Netherland therein ; which, however, we fhall fee in its Proper 
place, they were unable to keep. 

1609.—Captain Hudfon made a third attem 
fage to China; but being again obftruéted b 
he failed back to the ifland of Faro, and th 
and fo home. 


James was the laft king of England:who took the benefit of the fa 


tute, [25 Edw. II] for levying an aid of 20f on every knight’s fee 
immediately held of the king ; and the like fum on every L2o yearly 


in lands, held immediately of the crown in foccage, for making the 


; Reet 8 
king’s eldeft fon a knight: the aid being in favour of Prince Henry, 
King James’s eldeft fon, not yet created prince of Wales, though fifteen 


years old. [Federa, V. XVI, p. 678.] 


g NOW Part 
about planti 
ew-Netherang’ 
ed New-York ’ 
les up Hudin 


pt for a north weft pal 
y ice, fogs, and crofs winds 
ence to Newfoundland, Re 


his heirs. But that colony could not ftand it for want of fupport from 
home; which had likew 


four years before.  [Sinirh’s Ptain Ley’s fettlement 

King James having i F ion, prohibiting all foreigners 
from fifhing on the coafts of Great Britain, the Hollanders were obliged 
an annual fum for leave to fith on his coafts. 
i rwards have broke this treaty, they fup- 
ea guarding their fithing vefléls with fips of 


~ After above thirty years war betwe 


lands, at length, principally through t 
land and F rance, a tr 


en Spain and the United Nether- 
he mediation of the kings of Eng- 
uce was concluded for rs, which was 
highly honourable and advantageous to the ft NENTS Ge zut- 

8 2e Mates ; and though difrej 


able to Spain, yet it gave that crown a breathing time from a wal 
which, according to Mezeray, had coft Spain more treafure and the 
lofs of more men than al] thofe provinces were worth, and which, ha 
It continued longer, ‘would have utterly ruined their. trade to the Eatt- 
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Indies, and would alfo have totally obftructed their flotas from the Weft- 


Indies, without which Spain could not fubfift. The Hollanders having, 
in a few years paft, taken and deftroyed more than thirty of their great 
galleons; and the Dutch admiral, Heemfkirk, having, in 1607, with 
twenty-fix fhips of war attacked the Spanifh admiral Alvarez d’Avila, 
though one third part ftronger, even under the fhelter of the cannon of 
Gibraltar, deftroying thirteen Spanifh fhips and 2000 men. Spain was 
alfo under an apprehenfion, that, by continuing the war longer, the Hol- 
landers might through neceflity give themfelves up to France, and there- 
by, with the lofs of feven provinces to France, lofe alfo the reft of the 
feventeen provinces. For, as Sir William Temple obferves, the great- 
nefs of the Spanifh monarchy, fo formidable under Charles V and Philip 
TI, began now to decline by the vaft defigns and unfortunate events of 
fo many ambitious counfels: as, on the other hand, the affairs of King 
Henry IV of France were now at the greateft height of felicity. 

On the other hand, the Dutch, notwithftanding their continued fuc- 
cefs, had powerful motives to conclude this truce: rft, They were great- 
ly in debt. 2dly, The French court became weary of the annual con- 
tributions for fupporting them in that war, 3dly, King James had well 
nigh forfaken them, becaufe of his favourite {cheme of the Spanifh 


match for his fon. 4thly, King Henry IV of France, whofe intereft it 


was to difarm Flanders, on which Mezeray owns he intended to feize, 
made ufe of both entreaties and menaces to bring the {tates into this 
truce. SF 

The greateft difficulty, which Spain the longeft ftuck at, was the 
Dutch trade to the Eaft-Indies; which point had broke off a treaty two 
years before. At length, however, the truce was concluded on the foot- 
ing of every one keeping what they then poffeffed. 

This year is alfo very memorable for the foundation of the moft fa- 
mous bank of Amfterdam; a bank, which, as well in contemplation of 
its never violated credit, of its immentfe treafure, and its extenfive ufe- 
fulnefs in commerce, may juftly be ranked the firft in Europe. The 
commerce of that famous city was now become fo vaft, that the mer- 
chants found gréat payments in filver very inconvenient, and gold coins 
in any quantity hazardous to keep in their pofleflion. It was therefor 
prudently judged by the magiftrates and merchants, that if an office 


were eftablifhed for the receipts and payments of all fums of money of 


600 guilders and upwards, (afterwards reduced to 300 guilders and up- 
wards) to be duely regiftered in books kept open at ftated hours, it 
would be a legal proof of all fuch tranfaGtions, whereby many difputes 
and lawfuits would be prevented; -and, 2dly, If all bills of exchange, 
as Well foreign as inland, and limited in quantity as above, were to be 
paid only in this office, it would prove a great fecurity to both payers 
and receivers, by preventing many frauds in the payments intruiled to 
2 
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private perfons. jdly, To fave the time, trouble, and hazard atten 
ing the frequent carrying of cafh to this office of record, the 
expedient to lodge their main cafh in that office altogether ; and for 
this end books were opened, wherein each perfon had a diftiné account 
the whole, or any part thereof, to be transferrable to others at pleafure 
who thereupon fhould have accounts in bank opened for them, and they 
again to have the like liberty of transferring as above. Ricard (in hi 
Traité general du commerce, quarto, Amfterdam, 1706, p. 170) fays exprefe 
ly, that the magiftrates of Amfterdam, by authority of the ftates, on the 
31 ft of January 1609, eftablifhed themfelves perpetual cafhiers of its jp. 
habitants, and that all wholefale payments in commerce and in bills of 
exchange fhould be made in that bank. When the new fladthuys was 
erected, this bank office was removed into a large vault of that magni- 
ficent ftru&ture; where (fays Sir William Temple in his Obfervations 
upon the United provinces, ¢. i1) is the greateft treafure, either real or 
imaginary, that is known any where in the world: and ‘ whoever is 
< carried to fee the bank fhall never fail to find the appearance of a 
mighty real treafure in bars of gold and filver, plate, and infinite bags 
of metals, which are fuppofed to be all gold and filver, and may be 
fo for ought I know. But the burgo-mafters only have the infpedtion 
of this bank, and no man ever taking any particular account of what 
iffues in and out, from age to age, it is impoflible to make any calcu-. 
lation or guefs what proportion the real treafure may hold to the cre- 
dit of it. Therefor the fecurity of the bank lies not only in the ef- 
feéts that are in it, but in the credit of the whole town or ftate of 
Amfterdam, whofe ftock and revenue is equal to that of fome king- 
.doms, and who are bound to make good all moneys that are brought 
into their bank. This bank (continues Sir William Temple) is pro- 
perly a general cafh, where every man lodges his money, becaufe he 
efteems it {afer and eafier paid in and out, than if it were in his cof 
fers at home; and the bank is fo far from paying any intereft for 
what is there brought in, that money in the bank is worth fomething 
more in common payments than what runs current in coin from hand 
to hand *; no other money paffing in the bank but in the fpecies of 
coin the beft known, the moft afcertained, and the moft generally 
current in all parts of the higher as well as of the lower Germany’ 
Now, though this great author writes with prudent caution concern- 
ing what he could not certainly determine, yet it is generally taken for 
certain by all others who have written on this bank, that there is cithe” 
eafh, or bullion, and pawned jewels, lodged in the vaults of the ftad- 
thuys, equal to the amount of the whole credit of this bank ; whic 
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'* He might have added, that one fliver is paid to the ban 
ney, and fix flivers for leave to make a transfer under 300 gi 
perfen in opening an account for him. 


k for every payment, or transfer of ng 
lders; befides ten gilders paid by every 
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fome will have to amount to thirty-fix, others to but thirty millions Ster- 
ling. But as they fhut their books twice in a year, for a few days, to 
{trike a general balance, their true capital is then certainly known, 
though probably kept fecret by order of the magiftrates, for prudential 
confiderations. Ricard, before quoted, (in his fecond edition, p. 171) 
is very exprefs in this particular point ; and, as a proof of it, fays, ‘ that 
< in the very height of the war in 1672, when the French king had al- 
< ready taken the city of Utrecht, (within twenty-one miles of Amfier- 
‘< dam) there was a very great demand (or run, as we term it in London) 

‘ by the creditors on that bank, to draw out their money; juftly fear- 
‘ ing, that if the French king fhould become mafter of Amfterdam, 

« they fhould lofe all; yet the bank paid all who came for their mo- 
ney.’ 

The proper definition of this bank, is not a bank of current money, 
to be received and iffued dayly, like thofe of London, Venice, &c. but 
is purely a depofit of money, the credit whereof paffes from hand to 

hand dayly, by figned tickets, carried to the cafhiers of the bank, di- 

recting them to write off any fum intended to be paid from the ac- 

count of the ower to that of the receiver. But although it be, doubt- 
lefs, an excellent inftitution for fafety, eafe, difpatch, and record, yet 
it cannot be faid to increafe the general quantity or circulation of mo- 
ney, as fome other banks certainly do ; if it be prefumed, as above, that 
a quantity of treafure equal to the total of their credit ever remains in it; 

any farther than the value of the uncoined bullion, and of the jewels faid 
to be pawned there (by feveral princes, nobles, &c.) amounts to. With 

the above-mentioned dues the expenfe of the management of this bank is 

defrayed ; and what furplus there may be in any one year, goes to the 

fupport of the poor of that city. Bank-money, i. e. credit in the bank’s 

books, is dayly bought and fold, by means of brokers, who have their 

offices near the bank ; the money whereof is commonly of late about 

five per cent better than the real current coin of Holland; which pre- 


mium is called the agio, a term borrowed from the bank of Venice. 


The rate of agio varies according to the demand for bank-money, and 


alfo according to the quality or goodnefs of the coins to be paid for it. 
And this advance or agio in bank-credit will always prevent any from 


demanding current cath of the bank for it. 


By means of this bank, the magiftrates of Amfterdam are poffefled 
of the bulk of the property of their inhabitants, and thereby have the 
ftrongeft fecurity for their fidelity *. 


* The beft and moft copious account of the Hope of Amifterdam to Dr. Smith, who has in- 
bank of Amfterdam, ever publifhed in the Englifh ferted it in his Jnguiry into the nature and caufès of 
language, is that which was communicated by Mr. the avcalth of nations, V. ii, p. 219, ed» 1793- Al. 
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Sir Robert Cotton, in an eflay written in 1609, probably for ie 
James’s private information, propofed the coining of Lr 20,000 in to 
per halfpence, and farthings, by which the king would gain Lroo P- 
and by an annual increafe of Li 2,000 of thofe coins, he would Bain 
yearly L1 000. In order to render this profit to the king effectual, S 
propofed to prohibit retailers of vi€tuals and {mall wares from ulin 


their own tokens, (a practice then univerfal, efpecially in Loy 


adon 
t For (fays he) in and about London, there are above three thoufang’ 
‘(perfons) ‘ that, one with another, caft yearly L5 a-piece in leaden to- 


‘ kens, whereof the tenth remaineth not to them at the year’s end; and 
< when they renew their ftore, it amounteth to above L15,000; and all 
* the reft of this realm cannot be inferior to the city in proportion, Here. 
‘ by, (he obferves,) 1ft, thofe retailers made as much advantage of 
‘ their own tokens as is now propofed for the king to make by the 
‘ copper coins,’ (which he had before obferved were already in ufe in 
all the monarchies of Chriftendom.) ‘ 2dly, The buyers hereafter fhall 
< not be tied to one feller and his bad commodities, as they are ftill ; 
< when his tokens, hereafter made current by authority, fhall leave him 
< the choice of any other chapman.. Befides, it cannot but prevent much 
* wafte of filver, that there will be no occafion hereafter to cut any bul- 
£ lion into proportions fo apt for lofs: what that hath been may be con- 
‘ jectured, if we mark but of the great quantities, from the penny down- 
‘ ward, fince Henry VIPs time ftamped, how few remain; whereas all 
the coins, from threepence upward, which are manual, plenty pafs ftill 
in dayly payment.’ This fcheme foon after put an end, in a great 
meafure, to thofe private leaden tokens, and introduced the legal cop- 
per coins, as at prefent. It alfo put an end to the coining of fuch mi- 
nute gold and filver pieces, fo eafily to be loft. But our great author 
was certainly miftaken in imagining, that, becaufe the leaden tokens of 
private retailers were moftly loft, that metal being naturally very perith- 
able, the national copper coin would be. fo likewife; or that fo large a 
new annual coinage thereof would be requifite, or that the public 
would require fo great a fum to be circulated as L120,000 in half- 
pence. 
The fuburbs of London dayly increafing, and confequently the dan- 
ger of fire and {carcity of water, notwithftanding the many {prings 
brought in leaden pipes into the city, as well as the many wells with 
pumps almoft every where dug within the city and fuburbs ; an att 0 
parliament was obtained in the year 1605 for bringing a frefh ftream 
of running water to the north parts of London from the fprings ° 
Chadwell and Amwell, &c. in the county of Hertford ; giving power 1% , 
the lord-mayor, &e. of London to lay out fuch convenient ground for 
making the trench for the faid new river, not to exceed ten feet i? 
breadth, leaving the inheritance in the owners thereof, who are to allow 
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a free paflage through their grounds to and from the new cut at all 
times, with carts, horfes, &c. for making and repairing the fame; for 
which fatisfaction fhall be made to the owners of the lands, and of the 
mills ftanding on the ftreams from which water fhall be taken, to be 
valued by commiffioners, as herein direéted. The lord mayor, &c. fhall 
make and keep up convenient bridges over the faid new cut, at fit places, 
for the ufe of the king’s fubjedts, as well as of the proprietors of the lands 
on each fide, &c. [3 Fac. I, c. 28.] 

In the year following another act of parliament paffed, purporting, 
« that fince paffing the former aét, upon view of the grounds through 
t which the waters are to pafs by men of {kill, it is thought more con- 
€ venient, and lefs damage to the ground, that the water be conyeyed . 
‘ through a trunk or vault of brick or {tone inclofed, and in fome places, 
‘ where need is, raifed by arches, than in an open trench or. fewer. 
* Power therefor is hereby vefted in the lord mayor of London, &c. for 
< that effect.’ [4 Fac. I, c. 12]. Yet notwithftanding this expenfive pro- 
pofal, and alfo another aét of parliament [7 Fac. I, c. 9] granting to the 
king’s newly-erected divinity college at Chelfea power to bring water 
in pipes from the river Lea, for fupplying London therewith for their 
benefit (which, with the college itfelf, came to nothing), the new river 
was this year brought into the head or refervoir at Clerkenwell near 
Tflington, in the firft-defigned open trench; and from thence it has 
been conveyed into all parts of the city and fuburbs in elm pipes. The 
projector and manager of this new river was Mr. Hugh Middleton, citi- 
zen and goldfmith of London, who was thereupon knighted by King 
James ; and the proprietors were afterwards incorporated. 

Although this article may feem to fome not immediately to relate to 


‘the hiftory of commerce, yet it in fome fenfe demonftrates the great- 


increafe of the wealth of London by commerce, to be able to undertake 
fo vaftly expenfive a work ; a work fuitable to the power and grandeur 
of antient Rome in its zenith of glory. And to complete the whole 
trench or canal in three years time *, though running the length of 
about 5o miles in its various windings, from near the town of Ware to 
Clerkenwell, with above two hundred bridges over it, we could not 
therefor think this fucciné account of it would be unacceptable to the 
reader. 

In this and the three following years Captain Jonas Poole failed as far 
north as 78 degrees 43 minutes, on the hope of difcovering a north-weft 
palage, but at the fame time prudentiy employed part of his time in 
killing whales, &c. ; 

In this fame year ambafladors are faid to have come from Japan into 
Holland, ‘and concluded a commercial treaty with the Dutch Eaft-India 


F * The continuation of Stow’s Survey of London makes the commencement of the work on the 20th 
ebruary 1608, and the conclafion of it 2yth September 1613- M. $ 
Vox. II. Kk 
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company at the Hague. It feems indeed almoft incredible to 
1ft, That fo fmall a ftate fhould, between the year 1579, 
openly revolted from Spain, and this year 1609, when the famous trae 
before mentioned was concluded for twelve years with that: crown, p 
only be able to make head againft the then mightieft potentate of Ey. 
rope, and at the fame time fo enlarge their union, by taking in the tio 
provinces of Overyfiel and Groningen, where. many {trongly fortified 
places were firft to be conquered at a vaft expenfe of blood ang trea. 
fure. 2dly, To enlarge their frontiers in Flanders by the conqueft of 
the important town and port of Sluyce, as alfo of Hulft, and fevera] 
other places in what is fince named Dutch Flanders. 3dly, To block 
up the river Scheldt by the forts of Lillo, &c. whereby the famous com. 
mercial city of Antwerp was abfolutely barred from all maritime com- 
merce. 4thly, On the frontiers of Brabant to conquer the ftrong places 
of Bergen-op-zoom, Breda, Bois-le-duc, &c. and for above three years 
to hold out the town and port of Oftend againft the power of Spain ata 
great expenfe. sthly, To annoy Spain with powerful fleets in her ow 
ports, and to fack fome of the Canary ifles, and that of St. Thome un- 
der the equinodtial line. And yet, during all thofe prodigious expentes, 
to grow opulent, and to be courted by the moft diftant potentates of the 
known word, as well as by many nearer home. What can more effec- 
tually demonftrate the inexpreflible advantages of a general and exten- 
five commerce to a nation than thefe and fuch like inftances? while at 
the fame time they fhew the great propenfity of thofe Netherland pro- 
vinces to trade and induftry, while attended with fo happy an union of 
hearts and counfels in thofe early times ; fearching every corner of the 
earth where any commerce could be had ; pufhing on fo immenfe a 
fithery alfo as fupplied all Europe, and fo great and extenfive a com- 
merce, and fuch numerous conquefts in India, as amazed all the world; 
while at home they wonderfully cultivated all forts of manufi@ures: 
and being firuated as it were in the middle of Europe, they very foon 
made Amfterdam become (what it ftill in a great meafure is) the grand 
ftorehoufe or magazine of almoft ail the -‘merchandize of the univerle, 
whither there dayly arrived numbers of fhips from all parts, and from 
whence others dayly failed to all parts. Even in this fame year 1609 
they had abont 100 fhips employed in the gold-coaft trade, at Guinea 
and the Cape de Verd ifles, and were fo fuccessful in that commerce 
that they foon began to think of eftablithing a Weft-India company: 
The Englith Eaft-India company now fent out but one fhip, firft to 
Bantam, and thence to the ifles of Banda, &c.; but the Hollanders: 
being abfolute lords there, they were refufed admittance to traflic. 
Yet the Dutch not being as yet mafters at the ifle of Puloway. this {hip 
obtained there a cargo of mace and nutmegs. They left factors there 
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for future trade, and returned home after ftopping again at Bantam. 
This is ufually called the company’s fifth voyage. 

1610.—Although the fifteen years exclufive trade granted by Queen 
Elizabeth’s charter to the Eaft-India company was not to expire tll 
1615, yet King James, on the 31ft of May, in the year 1610, was pre- 
vailed on to grant that company a renewal of their charter, fetting forth 
the profit and honour which this trade brought to the nation, whereby 
his majefty was now induced to render this company perpetual, with 
the ufual powers of making bye-laws, of having a common feal, and the 
other powers in the former charter. 

The Eaft-India merchants, encouraged by their new charter, now 
built the largeft merchant fhip that had ever been built in England, 
being of 1100 tons burden, which they named the Trade’s Increafe, and 
with her and three others they made their fixth voyage to India. 

At the fame time the king built a {hip of war called the Prince, fu- 
perior to any fhip ever feen in England hitherto, being of 1400 tons 
burden, and carrying 64 cannon. Thus we fee how far fhort the navy 
was of its prefent force and dignity even at this late time. Such a fhip 
at prefent is the fmalleft of thofe which are admitted into the line of 
battle. 

Henry IV, in the midft of his patriotic labours for the improvement 
of the manufa@tures and commerce, and promoting the general happi- 
nefs of France, was affaffinated in his capital. 

Voltaire, in the introduétion to his Effay on the age of Louis XIV, 
gives us a compendious view of the ftate of France at the acceffion of 
Louis XI. The king had not one fhip of war*. Paris did not con- 
tain 400,000 people, and there were not four magnificent edifices in it. 
The other cities of the kingdom were like the towns beyond the Loire. 
Every nobleman throughout the provinces lived in a fortified caftle fur- 
rounded with moats, and oppreffed the laborious peafants around him. 
The roads were almoft impraéticable, and the towns under no regula- 
tion: The ftate’ was without money, and the government was as much 
without credit amongft foreign nations as defective at home. The or- 
dinary revenue did not exceed 45 millions. Silver, it is true, being then 
valued at but about 26 livres the mark, thefe 45 millions amounted to 
about 85 millions of the prefent money of France. 

King James granted many patents for the fole vending or making of 
certain merchandize and manufactures, whereupon the people became 
extremely uneafy and loud againft all fuch pernicious grants (which in- 
deed were become very great grievances to the fubjedts, and obliged the 
king this year to revoke all his monopolies by proclamation. The re- 


* Voltaire fometimes runs too faf. According of war at Bret and Rochelle, and twenty galleys 
to Sully’s Memoirs, France had about fixteen fhips in the ports on the Mediterranean. 
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vocation, however, was afterward forgotten, as will be feen, by him and 
his minifters. ib 

In the early part of this century there was a prevailing {pirit of t 
venturing on new plantations from England. Even the Darren and in. 
hofpitable ifland of Newfoundland was reprefented as proper for SA 
tation in printed accounts, which induced the earl of Northampton, the 
lord chief baron Tanfield, Sir Francis Bacon folicitor-general, Ke, to 
join with a number of Briftol merchants in obtaining from King James ' 
a grant of part of Newfoundland, lying between Cape Bonavifta and 
Cape St. Mary’s ; which fets forth, | 

That whereas divers of his fubjects were defirous to plant in the fouth. 
ern and eaftern parts of Newfoundland, whither the fubjedts of this realm 
have for upwards of fifty years paft been ufed annually, in no finali num- 
bers, to refort to filh, intending thereby to fecure the trade of fifhine 
to our fubjects for ever, as alfo to make fome advantage of the lands 
thereof, which hitherto have remained unprofitable ; and the land be- 
ing at prefent deftitute of inhabitants, whereby the king has an un- 
doubted right to difpofe of it, therefor he now grants to Henry earl of 
Northampton, and 44 others therein named, their heirs and afligns, to 
be a corporation, with perpetual fucceffion, &c. by the name of the 
Treafurer and company of adventurers and planters of the cities of Lon- 
don and Briftol for the colony or plantation in Newfoundland, from 
north latitude 46 to 52 degrees, together with the feas and iflands lying 
within ten leagues of any part of the coaft, and all mines, &c. faving to 
all his majefty’s fubjedts the liberty of fifhing there, &c. 

Mr. Guy of Briftol went thither as conduor of the firft colony, who 
ts faid to have contracted familiarity and friendfhip with the natives, 
who lived at a diftance from the fouthern and eaftern coafts ; and it is 
faid, that while he remained there, viz. for two years, they went on 
very well. But the ifland has never. to this day been valuable as a fet- 
tlement any farther than as a ftation for the fifhery. 

This year the gallant Spanifh governor of the Philippine ifles attack- 
ed the Dutch admiral W ilart, who had funk a Spanifh galleon richly 
laden from China, killed him, and took three of his four thips ; where- 
upon the Spaniards retook from the Dutch the iflands of Tidore and 
Banda. This was the laft fuccefsful ftruggle of Spain in thofe parts 
again{t the Dutch. 

A treaty of commerce, and of a defenfive alliance between England 
and-Franee, and for the confirmation of former treaties, was begun 1% 
the lifeume of King Henry IV, and concluded by his fon Louis XML, | 
a minor under the authority of the queen-regent. It is in fubftancé 
as follows: i 

I). King James ftipulates, in cafe of France being invaded, to fuppl¥ 
6009 foot-foldiers, armed. either with bows, guns, or pikes: and wil 
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eight fhips of war, with 1200 fighting men in them ; all which to be at 
the expenfe of France. 

II) On the other hand, France fhall fupply King James, in the like 
cafe, with the like number of foldiers and fhips, when demanded. | 

1NI) If any potentate fhall detain or arreft any fhips of England, Scot-. 
land, or Ireland; the French king ‘hall in fuch cafe arreft and detain 
the fhips of fuch potentate in his harbours until thofe of Britifh fubjects 
be releafed: and King James promifes the like for the French king’s 


fubjects. 


IV) Free liberty to the Englifh fubjects in France for the private ex- - 


ercife of the proteftant religion. 

V) Three months time allowed, in cafe of a rupture, for the mer- 
chants on both fides to bring away their effects. 

VI) Security fhal! be given by the commanders of the fhips of both 
parties fetting fail, not to commit piracy or any other violence to the 
other party. [With fundry other articles again{t piratical acts.] 

VII) The Englith fhips trading to Bourdeaux and into the river Ga- 
ronne, fhall not hereafter be obliged to land and depofit their arms and 
ammunition there: neither fhall the French {hips in England be put to 
the like inconvenience: neither fhall thefe pay the impofition or petty 
dues-in England called head-money, warranted by no law of England. 

VII) Laftly, with refpedt to all other commercial matters, the treaty 
of 1606 {hall take place. [Fædera, V. xvi, p. 694.] 

Captain Hudfon now made his third and laft attempt for the difcove- 
ry of a north-weft paflage to China. THe entered the flraits and bay of 
his name, and went 100 leagues farther than any before had done, till 
his progrefs was obftruĉted by ice or by fhoal-water, giving the Englifh 
names to many ports, bays, and promontories, which they ftill retain on 
all the maps. He traded with the natives, and wintered in the country, 
in which he found fwans, geefe, ducks, partridges, &e. But great dif- 
cord arifing between him and the majority of the fhip’s company, they 
mutinied, and moft cruelly turned him and eight of his men (who were 
mottly fick) into an open boat, and they were never heard of more. 
The mutineers returned home with the fhip, though in great diftrefs for 
want of provifions, &c. the ringleaders againft Captain Hudfon mofily 


lofing their lives in the homeward voyage. 


The London adventurers to Wirginia (or the firt colony) now. 


obtained the king’s charter, which incorporated them by the name of 
the treafurer and company of adventurers and planters of the city of 
London for the firft colony of Virginia. This was what was then pro- 
perly called the Virginia company. They were thereby impowered. 
to grant lands to the adventurers and planters;—to appoint a council 
refident.in Virginia, to place and difplace officers, &c. The fanguine- 
hopes entertained of that colony in thofe times fupported their {pirits- 
ox 
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under great expenfes and many difappointments; and altho 
firft adventurers were far from being gainers, yet the nation 


has fi 
: ne 
reaped a noble harveft from their endeavours. In the tenth year of this 
king’s reign, he granted them all the iflands on the coaft of South vin 
ginia. 


1611—The Dutch Eaft-India company’s ambafladors to the 
ror of Japan are faid to have now obtained very advantageous 
of commerce, maugre all the oppofition of the Spanith and Portuguefe 
agents there. ; y : 

Henry prince of Wales now fent out his fervant Sir Thomas Button 
to attempt a difcovery of a north-weft paflage to China. He entered 
the bay, which bears his name to this day, on the fouth fide of Hud- 
fon’s bay, where he wintered at a place called Port-Nelfon, fo named b 

him from the captain ot his fhip, whom he buried there. He difcover. 
ed a great continent to the fouth and weft of that bay, to which he gave 
the names of New North Wales, and New South Wales, and erected q 
crofs, on which he fixed the arms of England. 

In the tenth voyage of the Englifh Eaft-India company, our people 
had an opportunity of obferving the vaft commerce of the Portuguefe 
at Surat, where there were no fewer than 240 fail of their merchant 
fhips in one fleet, bound for Cambaya: neverthelefs, our two fhips.foon 
after fought and defeated four of their great galleons, and 26 frigates 
from Goa, fent in purfuit of them; which caufed great joy to the In- 
dians at Surat, by whom the Portuguefe were much hated, who were 
foon to lofe the bulk of this mighty commerce. 

About this time Philip III king of Spain, through the inftigation of 
his bigotted clergy, drove out of his dominions the moft induftrious and. 
valuable part of his fubje@s. After the former flaughters and expul- 
fions of the Moors and Jews, there were ftill about 1,200,000 * of both 
thofe races of people remaining in Spain, under the character of new 
Chriflians. Philip Il could never be prevailed upon to proceed to ex- 
tremities againft thefe unhappy people, though it had often been propo 
ed to him ; but his fon Philip III, being a weak prince, and confequent- 
ly much led by the clergy, was drawn into this cruelty. The Moors 
and Jews were faid to have folicited the protection of France, of Eng- 
land, of the Dutch, of the king of Morocco, and of the grand fignior, being 
apprehenfive that their inveterate foes the clergy would fooner or later 
bring about their deftruétion. Rumours had alfo been fpread at this 
time of their intending on a Good Friday to butcher all the old Chrif 
tans. Upon fuch furmifes and pretences King Philip feized all their eftates, 
and expelled them from his kingdom in the moft cruel manner. Priefts 


empe- 
terms 


* Moft of the Spanifh authors reckon the num. number fome font i eee 
À . i me extenuation of the atrocity an 
her only 6coo. Perhaps they think a {maller zy of this fignal triumph of fuperftition.. AZ 


ay? 
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were dragged from the altars, judges from the benches, hufbands from the 


arms of their wives, and wives from their hufbands: not fparing even: 


fuch officers of the crown as were allied to the moft antient Chriftian 
families. Many of thofe miferable people were tranfported to Barbary, 
where they joined the race of thofe before expelled, in their revenge 
for Spanifh cruelties. Mezeray fays that fcarce a fourth part of them 
were able to preferve their wretched lives; for being looked upon as 
infidels by the Chriftians whither they fled, and as Chriftians amongft 
the infidels, they encountered cruelties and death in various fhapes. 
Some were drowned by the very mariners who pretended to tranfport 
them; others were maflacred by the Moors of Barbary. Mr. Cotting- 
ton, the Englifh ambaflador at Madrid, wrote to Mr. Trumbull, the 


Englifh refident at Bruffels, that the Spanifh king had made vaft prepar-- 


ations for deftroying the Morifcoes of the kingdom of Valencia, having 
for that end aflembled 85 galleys, 20 fhips, and 70,000 foldiers. At one 
inftant they feized on all the towns and villages of Valencia, proclaim- 
ing that within three days, upon pain of death, they fhould all repair to 
the fea-fide, there to be embarked. Many, fearing what fhould_after- 
ward be done to them, and attempting to: fly, were immediately execut- 


ed. The reft (which they fay will be at leaft 80,000 houfeholds) have- 


dayly their hands bound, and fo put on board. What they will do with 


them, or whither they will carry them, is yet kept a fecret. Some fay 


there is a.-commiffion given to put them all on fhore in Barbary ; and 
others, (which I rather believe) that it is to caft them all into the fea. 
‘ Poftfcript. I can almoft affure you that they have and will throw 
* into the fea, of men, women, and children, above 300,090 perfons. A. 
* cruelty never before heard of in any age,’ fays Lord Cottington. 
In another letter to the fame, he fays,.‘ that three of the beft galle-- 
-ons and three fmaller thips were loft in a tempeft, all fraught with 
Moors. Our Morifcoes {or Moors) notwithftanding we have embark-- 
ed at Jeaft 80,000 of them; are now above 20,000 {trong in the moun- 


are to be gone within thirty days.. In another;-‘ We here turn out: 


any kind ‘of gold or filver. [Winwood’s Memorials, V. 11.) 


This-and former expulfions: deprived Spain of vaft numbers of her- 
moit ingenious and induftrious people, who (had they been treated with : 


moderation) might have been gradually brought over to their catholic 


religion. Now if to thefe loffes of people be added thofe great numbers - 


fent to their vaft’? American colonies, we cannot be furprifed that there - 


are now, by fome accounts, {carce five millions of. people in all the-king-~ 
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mine, forced to come down: their king is: hanged in: Valencia with’ 
{ome few others, and the reft are embarked for Barbary. We now begin - 
to clear Caftile, Eftremadura, and Amdalufia of Mortfeoes alfo.. They, 


our Morifcoes, without fuffering them to carry in fpecie, or in letters, . 
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dom of Spain, though about thrice as large as the ifland of Gigs 
Britain, wherein are about twice that number of people. By thefe a 
populations, and by their bigotry, lazinefs, and pride, that fine Countr 
from being once one of the moft populous, as well as beft cultivated in all 
Europe, is become a barren folitude. Mezeray obferves that the Moors 
in Spain had fo far improved the lands as to make them yield more by 
one third part to the landlords than the Spanith tenants could do; where. 
for, when King Philip ITI expelled them, he gave the nobles and genty, 
one fourth part of the plunder, by way of recompenfe. The Moors left 
behind them in Spain very iluftrious marks of their long dominion 
there ; feeing moft of the eminent cities, caftles, and palaces, and alfo 
cathedral churches, which formerly were mofques, remaining even to 
this day, were built by them, who were accounted more ingenious, as 
well as more induftrious in bufinefs, than the Spaniards. We thought 
ourfelves obliged to dwell the longer on this article of the expulfion of 
the Moors and Jews from Spain, that it might prove an ufeful memento to 
us and all wife nations never to fuffer a bigotted clergy to poifon court 
and country with their perfecuting principles: a numerous, frugal, and: 
induftrious commonalty being the greateft riches, glory, and ftrength of 
a well-ordered ftate. f 
In moft of the new branches of trade difcovered by the Englifh in 
the later part of the laft, and the former part of the prefent century, 
we may obferve that the Dutch followed clofe at their heels. _ -This has 
been feen in the Ruffia trade, the north-eaft and north-weft attempts 
for a paflage to China, &c. in planting in America, in the circumnavi- 
gations of the globe, and in the Eaft-India commerce. It is true De 
Witt in his Intereft of Holland fays that the Dutch made early attempts 
for the whale-fifhing at Spitzbergen ; yet as the mariners of Hull were 
long before much in the fifhery at the North Cape, it feems probable 
that the Dutch learned the way to Spitzbergen from them. __ 
The Hollanders, being emboldened by their late truce with Spain, 
now ventured into the Levant feas, and fent their firt ambaflador to 
- the grand fignior at Conftantinople, where “he concluded a favourable 
treaty of commerce. ` 
This year is generally fixed on as the firft time that the Dutch gained 
a footing in Japan ; and it is faid that by the year 1616 they were the 
only European people permitted to trade or refide there. The invidi- 
ous ftory of their artful anfwer to the Japanefe, upon being afked £ 
they were Chriftians is much more like a Portuguefe calumny than the 
real truth: for as the Hollanders had entirely driven the Portugue@ 
out of the trade to Japan, it is moft probable that their priefts invent- 
ed that deteftable calumny to render them odious every where; 20 
we have the greater reafon for this fuppofition, as the Portuguefe Je 
{uits (we know) were alfo very liberal of their falfe and cruel invective, 
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againit both the Englifh and Dutch, at the great mogul’s court, and 
-elfewhere in India, upon a vain prefum tion that their nation, being 
the firit difcoverers of a paflage by fea to India, had the fole right to 
trade thither. ; ; 

The Ruffia company having fent a fhip in the preceding year to ex- 
plore the coaft of Spitzbergen, now fitted out two fhips for the purpofe 
of catching whales, which carried with them fix Bifcayners, that people. 
being fuppofed the moft expert in fuch a fifhery. Both fhips were loft; 
but the men were faved by a fhip belonging to Hull, which was upon 
the fame fifhery. 
1612.—-From the year 1598 the Englifh went on unrivalled with 
f their whale-fifhing at Greenland, till 1612, when the Hollanders firft re- 
i forted thither ; whereupon fome of the Englifh Ruffia company’s fhips, 
| coutward-bound, feized the whale-oil, fifhing-tackle, &c. of the Dutch, 

and obliged them to return home, threatening that, if ever they found 
j them in thofe feas thereafter, they would make prize of fhips and car-` 
goes ; their mafter the king of Great Britain having the fole right to that 
fifhery, in virtue of the firft difcovery thereof, and of Spitzbergen ; and 
in the ‘following year the Englifh actually brought home two Dutch 
fhips as prizes. 
The Hollanders now joined the Hanfe towns in a complaint to Chrif- 
æ tiern IV, king of Denmark, of the heavy additional toll which, fince 
the commencement of his war with Sweden, he had impofed onall fhips 
paffing the Sound: whereupon the king gave them the choice of a hard 
alternative, viz. either to pay that new toll, or elfe to let their merchandize 
be thenceforth carried up the Baltic in Danifh bottoms. The Lubeckers 
being from their fituation peculiarly affected by that toll, loudly com- 
plained to the emperor, whofe redrefs (if at all to be hoped for) being 
likely to be very flow, they made a league with the Hollanders for the 
mutual protection of their commerce and navigation, determining to 
fend an armed force to the Sound for that end. Seven eighths of the 
expenfes were to be born by Holland, and the other eighth part by 
Lubeck ; and the alliance was to laft eleven years, during which the 
other Hanfe towns might come into it. Accordingly afterwards the 
cities of Magdeburgh, and Brunfwick, Roftock, Straelfund, and Lunen- 
burgh, agreed to pay each one per cent, and Wifmar, Gripfwald, and 
Anclam, each one half per cent, at their aflembly held at Brunf{wick. 
| Hamburgh and Bremen are alfo mentioned by W erdenhagen, without 
i 
t 


afcertaining their quotas. The Lubeckers alfo complained to the em- 

peror that the Danes had feized and detained their fhips and merchan- 

dize bound to Sweden: and the king of Denmark replied, that the 

Lubeckers had had fair notice before-hand, that if they carried on any 

correfpondence with his enemies he would make prize of them. And 

with refpect to the toll which he had laid on fhips pafling the Sound, 
Vor. II. Le 


a 
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ing his war with Sweden, that.was no more than what other ù. 
ae ae do: for that he was fovereign lord of the Baltic pate 
Sound, the dominion whereof was tranfmitted to him by 
feeing a great part of his territories border on that fea ; 
would never fuffer his title to his fovereignty in the Baltic 
in queftion. Probably, however, he meant only that part 
the Sound. tert 

The Dutch, having prevailed on King James to join with them and 
the Hanfe towns in the complaint to the ftates of Denmark, (which 
then had a free conftitution) the toll was reduced to the fame rates thas 
were paid before the Swedifh war. And, to guard againft the repeti- 
tion of fuch encroachments, the Dutch contraéted an alliance With the 
Hanfe towns in general, inthe year 1613, and another with Lubeck and 
fome other of the Hanfe towns in 1615, wherein they agreed to ftand 
by each other againft all impofitions. 

By the intereft of a Dutchman, who was in great favour with the king 
of Ceylon, the Dutch Eaft-India company obtained a favourable treat 
with that king, who engaged to fell them all the cinnamon of the ifland, 
to exempt them from fundry taxes, and to allow free commerce thither to 
no other European nation without their leave, and alfo to difpofe of all 
“his pretious ftones to them alone; and laftly, to: allow them half the 
cuftoms of the ifland, &c. (fays Baldæus, a Dutch preacher at Ceylon, 
who publifhed his Account of Ceylon at Amfterdam, 1672.) Yet the 
contefts of the Dutch for fecuring the conqueft of the Molucca {pice 
iflands prevented their being able at this time to improve that treaty fo 
far as to drive the Portuguefe out of Ceylon, who were guarded againtt 
the encroachments made by the Dutch, and had alfo violent quarrels 
with the king of Ceylon. fg ma 

This effort of the declining Hanfe towns to draw the Dutch into a 
confederacy with them for the freedom of commerce, did, by the power- 
ful conjunction of England, produce the defired effect. Yet, in general, 
it was unlikely that any durable confederacy (and much lefs. an union, 
as fome then propofed) could take place between the Dutch and fo great 


a number of widely difperfed towns, with interefts almoft as different 4 
their fituations; overZawed too by the greater potentates near them, 
fince they have beco 


me flrong in fhipping. Such an union therefor 
could not be advantageous to the Dutch, whofe aim always was to gal? 
ground every where in commerce, and who now for more than a cen- 
tury have engroffed the greateft part of the commerce of the Baltic, an 
thereby have rendered moft of the Hanfeatic ports on that fea as empty 
of good fhipping as their exchanges now are of rich merchants. 

j About this time alfo the Swedes treated as enemies all fuch merchant 
„ Pips as did not take out licences from their king for liberty to t12 f 
. ° thither: fo that the eafterling Hanfe towns, being preffed with difficul 
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ties on every fide, were obliged to relinquifh a great part of their an- 


tient commerce, which gradually brought on their prefent great declen- 
fion. [Werdenhagen, V. ii, p. 105.] 

Ireland having been very much exhaufted of people by former wars 
and rebellions, King James, finding it now in peace, thought it a proper 
time to improve it: he accordingly divided the whole kingdom into 
counties, appointed regular circuits of the judges; and (fays Sir James 
Ware in his Hiftorical relations) the benefit and protection of the laws 
of England were communicated to all, as well Irifh as Englifh, whereby- 
the Irifh were reclaimed from their wildnefs, cut off their glibs and long 
hair, converted their mantles into cloaks, and conformed to the manner 


of England, in all their behaviour and outward forms. The poffeffion , 


and limits of lands were fettled, whereby the hearts of the people were 
alfo fettled, and they were now encouraged to build and plant, and to 
improve the commodities of the lands ; whereby the yearly value there- 
of is already increafed double of what it was within thefe few years, as is 
alfo the crown revenue. Encouragement has been given to the maritime 
towns and cities, to increafe their trade and mechanical arts and {ci- 
ences. He alfo granted markets and fairs in all counties, and erected 
corporate towns among them: fo that, until the beginning of his 
reign, Ireland was never entirely fubdued and brought under the obe- 
dience of the crown of England. 

Sir John Davis juftly remarks, (in fundry places of his ufeful treatife 
on this fubject) that it was bad policy in England, that for the fpace of 
350 years, at leaft, after the conqueft, the Englifh laws were not commu- 
nicated to the Irifh, nor the benefit and protection thereof extended to 
them, though they earneftly defired the fame: as if it was intended 
to keep up a feparation and enmity between the Englifh and Irifh for- 
ever; whereby a perpetual war was kept up between them till this hap- 
py time that a complete conqueft was now made of that entire ifland. 

For the prevention of future rebellions, King James in the year 1609 
propofed to the city of London the eftablifhment of an Englifh fettle- 
ment in a part of the province of Ulfter, then much depopulated and 
deferted; and the city accepted his propofal, and raifed the fum of 
L20,000 for making a new plantation there*, now fent thither about 
300 perfons of all forts of handicrafts and occupations, principally in- 
tended for repeopling Derry (thenceforth called Londonderry) and Go- 
Jerain ; and 200 houfes were built in the former, and 100 in the later. 
The king alfo ereéted Derry into a bifhopric, and made Colerain a cor- 
poration. 

A corporation was accordingly eftablifhed in London for that end, 
under the name of the governor and committee of the Irifh fociety, to 


_* The Irifh inhabitants of that part of Ulker were tranfplanted to Connaught, where their pofle- 
rity ftill remain. 
Ll2 
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be annually elected out of the court of aldermen and common-coungy 
for the management of the lands and fifheries of that part of-Trelang’ 
Yet it feems King James thought the magiftrates of the city of Londo : 
were not expeditious enough therein: for in the year 1613 he fent. u 
that newly-erected corporation to Greenwich, and reprimanded 
for their dilatorinefs, &c. Whereupon the city fent over to Ulfter ar, 
alderman and a commoner, with fome furveyors, who fettled the na 
colony to the king’s, as well as the city’s fatisfaction: and the lands 
and fifheries there have been fince greatly improved, to the Confider.. 
able benefit of that part of Ireland; it being a very valuable cftate 
poflefied to this day by the city of London in its corporate capacity, - 

King James took the benefit of a ftatute [2 5 Edw. IIT] which enabled. 
the king to levy a reafonable aid for the marriage of his eldeft daughter, 
and iffued his precepts to the fheriffs of the feveral counties for the levying 
thereof, being the fame with that he levied in 1609, for making his 
eldeft fon a knight, viz. twenty fhillings on every knight’s fee 5. and the 
like on every L20 per annum on all lands held of the crown in foccage,, 
Which aid was alfo (we conceive) the laft of the kind raifed by any of 
our kings. [Fadera, V. xvi, p. 724.] 

In this fame year, or, as fome others, two years fooner, the Danes. 
firft failed to Eaft-India, where they have ever fince carried on a com 
merce, and have a good fort and town, built about the year 1617, on 
the coaft of Coromandel, called Tranquebar ; though their trade be not 
very confiderable there to this day. En 

The clufter of {mall and very rocky iflands, fituated between Europe 
and. America, and named the Bermuda or Somer ifles, in the north la- 
titude of 32+ degrees (500 miles directly eaft from Carolina), was now 
planted by the Englifh. They had, almoft 100 years before, been dit 
covered by one Bermuda, a Spaniard, but were never planted by any 
before this time. - Sir George Somers and Sir Thomas Gates, in their 
voyage to Virginia in 1609, were fhipwrecked there, and lived there 
nine months; and having built a fhip of the cedar of the place, they 
failed thence to Virginia. They left two men in the largeft ifle, whom 
the colonifts found there. And from the firft-named gentleman they 
were named the Somers’ ifles, though the firt name of Bermuda is 
moftly ufed. « Sir George Somers was, it feems, a fecond time driven on 
thofe ifles, and died there. But thofe who were with him, on their at- 
rival in England, made fo favourable a report of the beauty and fertili- 
ty of them, that the Virginia company (who, as firft difcoverers, claim- 
cd the property) fold them to about 120 perfons, to whom the kmg 
granted a charter. And in this year 160 perfons fettled on the large 
of them, named St. George’s ifland, and afterwards 500 more followé 
in 1619; whereupon they inftituted an affembly, with a governor an 


them, 
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council. Some have reckoned the iflands 400 in number ; but moft of 
them too {mall to have any. name, they being all circumf{cribed within 
the compafs of little more than about 47 leagues. St. George’s, the: 
largeft, is naturally fortified almoft quite round by rocks; and where 
there is any landing place they have forts and batteries; and their on- 

ly two harbours are alfo very well fortified. They at firft planted fome 

tobacco ; but it did not anfwer expedtation.. They are faid to have the 

fineft oranges in the world, alfo mulberries, olives, &c. and the nobleft 

of cedar trees. Yet they produce very little ftaple commodities fit for- 
exportation, excepting their cedar floops, with which they trade, and 

fell them at the Weft-Indies, and fome provifions : with the gain of 
which ‘trade they are enabled to pay Great Britain for all the necefla- 

ries they are conftantly fupplied with. It was afterwards, like Virginia, 
made a regal government, and fo it ftill continues. As thefe ifles lie fo 

remote from America, there were no people found on them by the 

Englifh: but they found plenty of hogs, which: the Spaniards had left 
there, as they likewife did on many other uninhabited ifles, that they 

might afterward, in cafe of fhipwreck or ftorms, find fuftenance there- 

on. The iflands-labour under a-want of frefh water, and the frequent 

attacks of furious winds, ftorms, thunder, &c. At the main ifland of 
St. George (as well as at the: chief. town) large fhips may fafely enter 

and be fecure, both harbours being fo well fortified that-an enemy may 

be eafily kept out: and this is probably what’ induces government to 

keep up thofe inconfiderable and much worn-out. ifles, which lie fo 

much in the-way of our enemies (in whofe power they ought never to 

be) as well as of our own fhipping ; there being no produétions there 

but what may be had in our other plantations: and their tobacco is 

much worfe than that of Virginia. 

The Englifh Eaft-India company now fent out one fhip, carrying Sir 
Robert Shirley, as ambaflador from King James to Perfia, and with him 
Sir Thomas Powell, who obtained of the Perfian court certain privi- 
leges for the company. This fhip returned home with a cargo of pep- 
per, from Sumatra and Bantam, in 1614; and this is ufually reckoned 
the twelfth voyage of this company. . 

In the fame year, James Hall and W illiam Baffin failed-as high in 
Hudfon’s bay as 65 degrees 20 minutes of north latitude, fearching for 
a paflage to China, in vain. They alfo made trial of a fuppofed mine 
there, which had been digged by fome Danes, but found it of no value. 

The Spaniards and Portuguefe ftill continuing to infift that none but 
themfelves had any right to fail beyond the equinođĝial line, the learn- 
ed Hugo Grotius, on the part of his own country of Holland, under- 
took to confute them in his ever-famous {mall Latin treatife, intitled, 
‘ Maré liberum, five de jure quod Batavis competit ad Indicana com- 
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¢ mercia, differtatio*.’ He begins with an addrefs to the Princes 
free people of Chriftendom ; and in 13 chapters learnedly illutt 
the freedom of navigation on the open feas to all mankind. He m 
tains, that neither the Portuguefe nor Spaniards had any kind 
clufive right of dominion in the Eaft-Indies ; either by the title o 
difcovery, or by virtue of the pope’s donation, or by right of 
conqueft, or by virtue of any claim of prefcription or cuftom, The 
by the law of nations, commerce is free to all mankind: and there. 
for by no equitable rule ought they to reftrain the freedom of the In- 
dian commerce, which the Hollanders are determined to maintain, whe. 
ther in peace or war. He clearly proves that the Portuguefe were fe 
from being the original difcoverers of the Eaft-India feas, 1ft, From 
Alexander’s difcoveries thereof, and of the Perfian and Arabian gulf, 
2dly, From Caius Cæfar’s having found marks in the Red fea of the 
wrecks of fhips, belonging to the Gaditani; who could come no other 
way thither but by the Cape of Good Hope. He cites Coelius Antipa- 
ter’s ocular teftimony of a maritime commerce in antient times be- 
tween Spain and Ethiopia ; and what Cornelius Nepos writes, viz. that 
in his time, Eudoxus, flying from Lathyrus, king of Alexandria, took 
thipping in the Red fea, and failed round Africa to Gades in Spain, 
That while Carthage flourifhed, it is moft clear that thofe people, deep- 
ly fkilled in maritime affairs, were not ignorant of thofe feas: particu- 
larly, that Hanno failed from Gades to the fartheft parts of Arabia, 
round by that now called the Cape of Good Hope; and would have 
gone farther, had not his ftores and provifions failed him. Next, the 
regular annual voyages of the Romans from Egypt to India, by the 
Red fea, after Auguftus had conquered Egypt. And that Strabo afferts, 
that in his own time a company of merchants of Alexandria traded with 
fhips from the Red fea to the fartheft Ethiopia, as well as to India. 
| Grotius fubjoins, that when the Portuguefe firft failed to India, the fe- 
veral feas between Europe-and India were known, and could not pofi- 
bly be unpractifed by the Moors, Ethiopians, Arabians, Perfians, and 
Indians, people bordering upon them; and that a difcovery gives no 
right to any thing but what belonged to nobody before fuch difcovery: 
Neither is it certain, that unlefs the Portuguefe had made the difcovery 
(as they term it) of India, none elfe would have done it. For the ume 
‘was then come when almott all ar 

as, Wi “ly ji oving: 
‘ike Verdugo e ere much better underftood, and dayly improving 
ther inquiries; the indefatigable ‘induftry of the people of Bretagn® 
and the bold attempts of the Englith, all plainly fhow what in time 
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would have been effe&ed. Among his other reafonings, he quotes Al- 
phonfus Caftrenfis, a Spanith divine, as inveighing againft the abfurdity 
and injuftice of thofe nations who claim an exclufive navigation in 
certain feas; as the Genoefe, in their bay; the Venetians, in their 
gulf; and principally the Portuguefe, in the Eaft-Indian feas; as well as 
all other nations (Spain itfelf not excepted) who pretend to fuch an ex- 
clufive right on the fea (which is common to all), contrary to the law: 
of nature, or natural juftice, and to that natural and divine rule, of do- 
ing to others as we would they fhould do to us. Towards the conclu- 
fion, Grotius, {peaking of the neceflity of vindicating by all poflible 
means the freedom of navigation and commerce, thus addrefles his own 


nation, viz. ‘Go on, thou moft invincible nation. on the Ocean, in bold-. 


‘ ly afferting and defending that freedom which is not thine alone, but 
* is equally the right of all mankind’ ` 

In this treatife there is not a word of England’s claim to any kind of 
fea dominion ; the author’s whole drift feeming profeffedly to be againft 
Spain and Portugal (then ftill united). Yet there is one expreffion in 


his fifth chapter, which feems to have been pointed at King James. 


obliging the Hollanders to pay a tribute for the liberty of fifhing on our 


coafts, where he afferts, ‘ that the reafons given for the freedom of na-- 
t vigation hold equally good for that of fifhing on the feas, which alfo 


< ought to remain common or free to all.’ 

What fomewhat confirms this. conjecture, was, that William Wel- 
wood publifhed a fmall treatife, in Latin, [28 pp. 4/0, 1615] intitled, 
‘ De dominio maris juribufque ad domi. ‘um precipue fpectantibus, af- 
* fertio brevis et methodica. *Cofmopoli. 1615.’ As it is an anfwer 
to Grotius, we fhall here give the fubftance of it, though three years 
later in point of time. 

He endeavours to prove, that the fea is capable of diftinction of pro- 
perty, or of private dominion,. as well as the land; contrary to the opi- 
nion (he owns) of many antient lawyers, orators, and poets; as Cicero, 
Seneca, Virgil, Plautus, Ovid, &c. whom he boldly accufes of igno- 
rance of the law of nature. And he fixes that. dominion to be one hun- 
dred miles every way from the fhore of the country adjacent, and 
claiming the fame. But all the reft of the fea beyond that hmit, he, 
and the civilians Bartolus and Cepola (whom he quotes) leave perfectly 
free to all mankind, to ufe indifferently without all doubt or controver- 
fy. Thefe points he fpeaks of as the fenfe of all: nations, * excepting 
‘ (fays he) only one nation, who, though her native foil abounds with 


‘ milk, is neverthelefs indebted to other countries for all other necefla-- 


4 


ries, and is even enriched and become haughty with the fpoils of all 


_ * A brief and methodical vindication of the dominion of the fea, and the principal rights appertain- 
Ing to it. 
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‘ nations, having defpifed all diftinction in her open or fre 
‘ has even had the boldnefs to ftile herfelf invincible !? 

In his third chapter, he complains, ‘ that Britain is tobbeq « 

her own feas by foreign fifhers, who like an inundation crowd 
fhores with their fifhing-veffels ; infomuch, that the fith thereby are a 
much diminifhed, that whereas thirty years before they were wont a 
come in fhoals up to our very houfes, now it puts our poor fithers a 
the toil and hazard of going many miles out to fea m queft of themi : 
That the Scots, formerly obferving and confidering this damage, obli a 
the Dutch, by treaty, to keep at eighty miles diftance from their fhores 
in their fifhery ; and themfelves to pay a tribute at the port of “Aber. 
deen ; where a tower was erected for that and other purpofes, at which 
the Dutch paid that tribute even in the memory of our fathers; aj. 
though by the diftractions, &c. of fucceeding times the fame be Now 
quite neglected.’ ; 
In his 4th and laft chapter, he endeavours to prove, by quotations 
from civilians, &c. that the fea (the paflage of ftrangers within his pro- 
pofed limits) is tributable, (and that Cepola particularly affirms this of 
the Venetian gulf), both on account of fafeguards from pirates, and of 
the expenfe of maintaining beacons, and likewife for leave to fith with- 
an fuch limits. 

But as neither he, nor any one elfe, ever undertook to fix exactly any 
_ certain mark whereby to know the limits fo claimed in the fea, this 
occafioned the Hollanders in thofe days to fay {coffingly, that if the 
Englith would pleafe to fix palifadoes round the feas they claimed as 
‘their property, they would willingly fubmit to their claim. Otherwite, 
whilft the fea remained fo unfixed, indivifible, and uncertain, they 
fhould continue to ufe it in common with all other nations, both for 
Navigation and fifhery. To fay the truth, what has been obferved by 
-others, carries obvious demonftration and reafon with it, viz. that a 
claim to any uncertain dominion implies a kind of nullity in it; and 
would alfo be productive of an infinity of contentions: feeing it is 1M- 
poffible for the moft innocent and intelligent to know exactly the limits 
of fuch a claimed dominion ; nor, confequently, can they always be 


able to avoid encroaching on it, fince the claimers themfelves are ut- 
able to fix any marks to their limits. l 


Till now the Englifh Eaft-India trade w 
rate ftocks, making particula 


as carried on by fundry fepa- 
: : r running-voyages ; but in this year they 
united all into one general joint capital ftock. Yet it feems to have 
been a great overfight, that even for fome years after this confolidatio” 
of ftock, they did not (like the Portuguefe and Dutch) ereét any fort 


nor permanent fettlements in India. They fent but one fhip this ye 
on the joint-ftock account. 
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Nevill upon a fcheme of the like nature, for bringing the whole trade 
‘of Perfia, and the inland parts of India, up the river Hydafpes (a 
‘branch of the Indus), and thence over land to the river Oxus, which 
falls into the Cafpian fea, thence crofs that fea, and up the Volga to a 
{mall land-carriage, which would bring them to the river Dwina, and 
thence down to Archangel. This project was communicated by John 
Chamberlain, in a letter to Sir Ralph Winwood, at the Hague, and is 
printed in his Memorials of affairs of ftate [V. it]; but this letter- 
writer very juftly thought it a matter of no {mall difficulty. The 
{cheme, however, as far as relates to Perfia acrofs the Cafpian, has in 
eur days been found pradticable by the Ruffia company, for import- 
ing raw filks, till the continual troubles in Perfia have again interrupt- 
ed It. 

In this year fixty-two perfons from England had a grant of lands in 
Newfoundland : they pretended to have raifed wheat, rye, and garden- 
ftuff there ; yet it is fince found that neither wheat nor any grain will 
profper on that ifland. Thofe planters, however, foon grew weary of 
their attempts, which by no means anfwered their expectations, and 
therefor transferred their grant to other new adventurers. 

In this roth year of King James’s reign, he coined the pound weight 
of gold into L44 by tale, of the old ftandard of 23 carrats 34 grains, 
fine. He alfo coined gold this fame year of bafer allay, viz. of 22 car- 


i rats fine, into Lgo:18: 4, by tale; the pieces being units of 22/ 
| double crowns 11/, Britain crowns 5/6, thiftle crowns 4/43, half Bri- 
| tain crowns 2/9 each; a very ftrange fancy, of having gold coins of dif- 
j ferent finenefs! wherein he was followed by his fon. 

Tn the treaty of peace and commerce, between King Chriftiern IV 


òf Denmark, and Guftavus Adolphus of Sweden, under the mediation 
of King James I of Great Britain, we find the following articles relat- 
Ing to commerce. 

‘ I) Both nations may freely trade to each other’s country, without 
i ` paying any cuttom or duty. 

i ‘ IT) The Swedes fhall freely pafs the Sound with their fhips without 
* paying toll there, either for perfons or goods; excepting in the cafe 
© of foreign liquors, for which the Swedes muft pay the fame toll as 
© Danifth fubject themfelves do.’ [Fadera, V. xvi, p. 738.] 

_The Englith Ruffia company having this year obtained of King James 
a charter, excluding all others (natives as well as foreigners) from fail- 
1ng to Spitzbergen, they profecuted the whale-fifhery with fuch refolu- 
ton, that this year they equipped feven armed fhips ; wherewith they 

OL. I. M m 
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1613.—The confideration of the voyage of Richard Chancelor, &c. 
“in the laft century, from Ruffia, down the great river Volga, and crofs 
the Cafpian fea into Perfia, where he attempted to trade with Englifh 
manufactures, &c. for Perfian and Indian merchandize, put Sir Henry 
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drove from thofe feas, not only fifteen fail of Dutch, French, an 


d Å 
. cayners, but even four Englifh feparate fifhers, to whom they. snl 
Dutch appellation of interlopers. They alfo fet up a crofs, with. the 


king’s arms on it, at Spitzbergen, calling it King James’s Newlang 
And they obliged fome French fhips, which they had permitted: to fi 
there, to.pay them a tribute of eight whales. This was that company! 
fecond equipment exprefsly for whale-fifhing there, 
This year Captain Saris, in the Englifh Eaft-India company’s feryicg 
arrived the firft of any of our nation at the port of Firando, in the igg 
of Bungo or Ximo, a part of the empire of Japan, the governor of which 
received him civilly, and got him introduced to the emperor at Meaco 
his capital city, to whom he: delivered our king’s letter and prefents. 
and who made fuitable returns, and gave liberty for the Englith com. 
pany to trade to Japan. At Firando Saris fettled an Englith fadory, 
notwithftanding the oppofition of the Portuguefe jefuits there, and the 
Dutch, who did him all the ill offices in their power. Our company con- 
tinued for fome years to trade thither ; but were afterward excluded, toge- 
ther with all other Europeans, the Dutch only excepted. Saris returned’ 
home to Plymouth the following year with a cargo of pepper from: 
Bantam. 
Complaints being made of the decreafe of the exportation of Englifi:, 
woollen cloth, and of the increafe of the woollen manufadtures of Holland, 
fo far that the Dutch had laid a confiderable duty on all foreign woollen 
cloth imported into Holland, where alfo: great immunities and ‘privileges 
were granted to foreign manufadurers, a motion was made in the privy- 
council by the earl of Middlefex, lord high treafurer, and‘a-confequent 
order of that board was made, that a general fltate fhould be. taken of 
the exports and imports of all England for this year, in order to know 
on which fide the balance lay ; which ftood thus, (as given us in an 1m- 
genious treatife, intitled, the Circle of commerce, publifhed in 1.623) 
p. 121, by Edward Miffelden, Efq. an eminent merchant, viz. 


1. Exports to all the world, between Chriftmas 1612 and Chrift- 
mas 1613 = = 5 = = L2,090,649 Il. ® 


2. The cuftom on thofe goods, - - - 86,794 16 ? 
_ 3. The impoft paid outwards on woollen goods 
tin, lead, and pewter, . - 2 = a a 10,000. ° 
4. The merchants gains, freight, and other petty | 
charges, - - = - = = 5 300,000 ° z 
; ; Total exports, 2,487,435 ee 
Imported, during that time, in filks, ines gold n 


and filver ftuffs, Spanifh wines, linen, and other mer- 0 
chandize, with all the cuftom thereon, 3 2,14t,15t 12 
? ae 


s i an 0 
Balance gained this year to the nation, ~- L346,233 * ii 
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We have likewife, from the fame very credible author, the total 


amount of the cuftoms of England for this year-1613, viz. 


London. Out-ports. Total. 


Outward, L61,322 16 7| L25,471 19 7 L36,794 16 2 


Inward, 48,250 I 9 13,030 9 9 61,280 11 6 


Lro9,572 18 4| 138,502 9 4| L148,075 7 8 


Thus we fee, that London paid then very near thri¢e as much for 
cuftoms as all the reft of England together. 

1614.—King James commiflioned Sir Henry Wootton his ambafla- 
dor extraordinary to the ftates of the United provinces ai:d others, to 
treat with the commiflaries of their high mightinefles, concerning the 
differences between the fubjeéts of the two nations, on account of the 
free commerce of his fubjects to the Eaft-Indies obftruéted by the Hol- 
landers, and alfo on account of the fifhery in the North fea, near the 
{hores of Greenland, of right folely belonging to him and his people, 
but interrupted alfo by the Hollanders. [Fadera, V. xvi, p. 774.] 

George Spilbergen now failed from Holland, with five fhips, through 
the ftraits of Magellan, and did great mifchief to the Spaniards in the 
South fea, &c. and thence he failed round the globe, by the way fettling 
a factory at Ternate, the chief of the Molucco ifles, and returned home 
by the Cape of Good Hope in 1617. This is the fecond voyage round 
the globe performed by the Hollanders. 

This year produced the difcovery of a new fpecies of woollen manu- 
fa@ture in England, on the following occafion. The ftates general of 
the United Netherlands having iffued a placart, prohibiting the importa- 
tion of any Englith woollen cloth that was dyed in the cloth, (becaufe it 
prevented them from dying and dreffing them as formerly) upon pain 


of confifcation of the goods, and of 25 gilders per cloth befides, the 


Englifh clothiers ingenioufly fell upon the way of making mixtures dyed 
in the wool, rather than lofe all the advantages of dying and drefling. 
This has ever fince got the appellation of medley cloth. All woollen 
cloth before this time being only of one fingle colour dyed in the cloth, 
‘as black, blue, red, &c. 

The Ruffia company now fent thirteen fhips to Greenland, and the 
Dutch eighteen fhips, four of which were fhips of war of the ftates, 
where they fifhed in fpite of the Englifh company’s exclufive preten- 
fions. 

- About this time, the fine ifland of Barbadoes, in the Weft-Indies, was 
faid to be difcovered and fettled on by fome Englifh people. Others 
fay, it was before difcovered by one of Sir William Courten’s fhips, but 
had then no inhabitants, nor any beafts but hogs, left there by the Spa- 
miards as ufual, for their own future consen ie and Courten’s heirs 
; m 2 
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affirm, that he then planted and fortified it, but was difpofeffag in th 
year 1629, by the ear] of Carlifle. It is the mother of all our Wen. 
India fugar iflands, and the chief of the Caribbees ; and it has Proved 
of exceeding great confequence to the kingdom by its excellent Prody 
tions, as we {hall hereafter have occafion to obferve. G 

-Lord Napier, a Scottifh nobleman, now invented thofe excellent arti 

ficial numbers called logarithms, which are fo ufeful in Operations of 

; trigonometry, &c. by performing, in the eafieft manner, by addition 
the office of multiplication, and by fubtraétion that of divifion ; where. 
by they are of great and fpecial utility to mariners at fea, in calcula. 
tions relating to their courfe, diftance, latitude, longitude, &c. 

The famous market for live-cattle, horfes, and hay, in London, named 
Weft-Smithfield, was become fo miry and nafty, that it was now found 
neceflary to pave it for the firft time. 

' The Englifh Eaft-India company fent out, on the joint ftock account, 
four fhips, with which they defeated a Portuguefe fleet in India, by 
whom they were attacked: at Surat, they loaded indigo and Cambaya 
cloths ; and at Bantam, mace and filk. Great complaints were made 
againft the Dutch by our people, both at Bantam and Macailar, the par- 
ticulars whereof are in all our accounts of voyages. 

The Eaft-India commerce of England becoming very confiderable, 
King James at the Eaft-India company’s requeft and expenfe, appointed 
Sir Thomas Rowe his and the company’s ambaflador to the great mogul, 
to treat for a commercial intercourfe with Eaft-India. This was the firft 
royal embafly from England to that remote country, and will probably 
be the laft ; the company ever fince managing their concerns at the 
eaftern courts by their own proper and more private agents *. This able 
minifter, however, fent the company very good intelligence and in-i 
ftrudtiions concerning the mercenary and treacherous temper and difpo- 
fition of the mogul and his minifters, and for the advancement of ther \& 
trade ; all which are to be found at large in the printed. collectionsof | 
voyages. He remained in India fevera] years ; in which time the follow- 
ing European goods were the moft acceptable in India, viz. knives of all 
forts and fathions, toys of the figures of beafts, rich velvets and fattins, 
good fowling-pieces, polifhed coral and amber beads, faddles with rich 
furniture, fwords with fine hilts, inlaid, &c. hats, choice pictures, wines 
of Alicant, &c. cloth of gold and filver, flowered filks of gold and fil 
ver, French thaggs, and fine Englith Norwich ftuffs, fine light armout, 
emeralds, &c, finely fet in enamelled work, fine arras hangings, large 
looking-glaffes, quivers of arrows and fine bows, figures of brafs or fone, 


* Sir Thomas Rowe freely advifed the Eaft- 


to India, as they could not live j ° 
bufinefs with the haughty Moors. Saase mee ete 


| 


dors 
their 


India company to fend no more {pecial ambaffla 


and a meaner agent would better effe&t 
i 
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fine: cabinets, embroidered purfes, needle-work, French tweezer-cafes, 
table-books, perfumed gloves, belts, girdles, bone-lace, dogs of various 
natures, . plumes: of feathers, comb-cafes richly embroidered, prints of 
kings, &c. cafes of ftrong waters, drinking and perfpective glafles, fine 
bafons and ewers: in general, any thing curious for workmanthip, not 
then known in India; all which things; fays he, will fell for ready 
money at good prices. 

It feems the Portuguefe, by their tyranny and cruelty, had by this 
time rendered themfelves extremely odious to all the Eaft-Indian nations, 
who were well pleafed to fee the Englifh and Dutch dayly gaining ground 
upon them: yet we alfo ftill find complaints againft the Hollanders in 
India by our people. 

The Englifh company by this time had factories at Bantam, Jacatra 
(fince called Batavia), Surat, Amadavaf, Agra, Afmere, Brampore, Cale- 
cut; Mafulipatan, Patan, Siam, Benjar, Soccadania, Macaffar, Acheen, 
Jambi, Tecoo, Banda, and at Firando in . Japan. From many of 
which the company have fince withdrawn their factories, and from fome 
others of them the Dutch have long fince wormed us out. The four 
fhips of this voyage.traded at Bantam and Sumatra, for pepper, &c. and 
returned in 1617. 

Peyton, the hiftorian of this voyage, obferves, that our company were 


only fettled on fufferance in fome parts of India, while the Portuguefe - 
were mafters of the- following numerous and widely difperfed fettle- - 


ments, Viz. 
< On the north-eaft coaft of Africa, 

‘They had-a trade on the river Quam, in 21 degrees 50 minutes, 
‘ fouth latitude, and at Mozambique, for gold, ambergris, ivory, and 
* flaves. 

< At Mombaza, for the fame, in barter for Guzarat commodities. 

«At Magadoxa, for the fame, and for feveral forts of drugs. And from 
t all thofe places they drove a trade to Cambaya, to the Red fea, and to 
‘< many other parts. 


«Tn the gulf of Perfia, 
< At Ormus, they make a profitable trade thence to Perfia, Arabia, 


‘and India. Hither they bring quantities of pearls from Balfora, and 


‘ with them and other Perfian commodities, they fend a fhip or two an- 


< nually to: Diu in India; and next to Goa: this is their beft port. 
< In Arabia, ; 
< At Mafcat they have a ftrong fort, though no great trade: but be- 
* ing domineering mafters there, they keep all in fervile awe, giving out 
* their licences for the veflels to go from place to place. 
< In Indoftan, &c. 
‘ At Diul, near the mouth o 
‘ they have very ftrong caftles. 
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< At Daman allo they have a ftrong caftle, and entirély inhabit 

place, with a territory of roo villages. tie 
< Serra de Bazion, a little fouth of Daman, they are pofleffed of... 

‘ between it and Chaul, the three ports of Gazien, Banda, and Maia = 

‘ They likewife poffefs the large city and cattle of Chaul. : 
‘* At Daubul, they have a factory, but no fort. 

“ Goa is their Indian metropolis, the feat of their viceroy and 
the gallantry of the nation, and the general rendezvous of 
‘ forces. Goa has alfo a large fhare of trade ; and, in fhort, ¢ 
the {trong finews that hold together the parts of their eaftern em ie 
< At Onor and Barcelor, they have forts, and trade for pepper, ginger 
and drugs. They have alfo Mangalor and-Cananor, fortified and traded 
to as the former. 

< And though they are quite fhut out from Calecut, and are bef 
at Cranganor, ¥et they have the {trong city and caftle of Cochi 
a confiderable trade and a favourable fituation for it. 

‘ They have Coulan, Quilaon,-and Taccatra, ‘well fortified, and moft- 
* ly filled with Portuguefe, both laity and clergy. 

‘On the great ifland of Ceylon, the ports and forts of Punta de Galla 
and Columbo are wholely theirs; and they are dayly ancreafing their 
dominion in this ifland, where they have a warm trade for cinnamon 
and drugs. 

‘ On the eaft fide of the continent they have a fadtory at N egapatan ; 
and Maliapore, (or St. Thomas) a walled city, is their own. 
‘ Thence to the.Ganges, they have feveral {mall refidences, good fac- 
tories in fome places, and every where fome advantage, that makes it 
worth their while to fettle there. 
* In the kingdom of Bengal they are poflefled of a good town. 


‘< In Pegu they have a factory, and alfo at Aracan, and upon the river 
of Martaban. 


* At Junfulao, they have a great factory, 
quantities of tin for the Malabar coaft. : : 

< At Malacca, they are mafters of the city and caftle, both very ftrong; 
$ whereby they command the beft part of the trade of the adjoining — 
countries. 
* At Macao, an ifland on the coaft of China, near the mouth of thé 


river of Canton, they have a city and caftle, anda great trade with 
* the Chinefe. 


eged 
n, with 


a 


from whence they fhip vafi L 
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rőr5—We have elfewhere obferved, that, from the very commence- 
ment of the Englifh commerce to Eaft-India, there was-a {pirit raifed 
at home againft it: that fpirit ftill continued, and a {mall tra& was now 
publifhed, entitled, the Trade’s increafe, wherein we meet with the 
following plaufible objetions to it, viz. 

That to follow the Eaft-India trade, they had neglected that to Ruffia, 
in which, laft year, there were only two fhips employed, inftead of 
feventeen great fhips formerly employed by the company, befide thofe 
of interlopers: whereas the Dutch, in this year, fent out thirty-five 
fhips thither. To which it was replied, by: Sir Dudley Diggs, that the 
Eaft-India company had fpent. L120,000 in difcoveries only, towards 
Ruffia,—and do yet make good a ftock not only for defending their fifti- 
ing of the whale at Greenland, which at their own charge was fir? dif- 
covered, and. the Bifcayners fent for by: them, to teach our nation to- 
kill the whales: : 

The Englifi Turkey company’s complaints againft the Eaft-India 
company feemed to be better, or at leaft more {pecioufly, grounded, 
viz. that the trade of the later had leflened theirs-to the Levant, to 
which parts they now fent thirty fhips fewer than formerly ; whereas the 
Dutch now employed above one hundred fail to the Levant; though the ` 
author of the complaint owns’ they were principally laden with Englith 
lead, tin, Norwich: ftuffs, &c. He complains of the lofs of feveral 
Eaft-India fhips, and. of the death of many of their failors, whereby. 
(fays he):when the royal fleet was’ to be fitted out for conveying the : 
Lady Elizabeth to her fpoufe the elector palatine, there was a neceflity 
for a general prefs: 

The above quoted author, in fpeaking of obfolete reftraints on the 
fifhing on the coafts of’ other nations, obferves, 

‘ I) That the antient cuftom of the Hollanders and Flemings, before 
© they began their fifhing for herrings on our coafts, was, to crave leave 
‘ of the governor of Scarborough caftle. 

‘ TI) On that part of the coaft: of Norway called Malftrand, all 
* ftrangers may fifh only till Chriftmas; after which they muft pay a 
* certain tax’ on every laft of herrings to the king of Denmark. 

< III) And I can remember, that certain of our merchants-of Hull 
“ had their fhips and goods taken away, and themfelves imprifoned, for 
* fifhing about the Wardhoufe, at the North Cape in Norwegian Lap- 
“land: 

Tò all which Sir Dudley: Diggs replied; in a mafterly manner, in this 
fame'year, in a treatife intitled, the Defence of trade, inferibed’to his 
kinfman Sir Thomas Smith, governor of the Eaft-India company. 
Wherein (after accounting for the lofs of fhips and men) he gives a lift 
of all the fhips they had employed from- the beginning, being only 
twenty-four in number, four of which had. been loft.—That one. of 
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‘their fhips was of 1293 tons burden, one of 1100, one of 1060, on 
900, one of 800, and the reft from 600 down to 150 tons, Their San 
of 800 tons was bought of the Levant company : and he conceives 
ground for having fuch large fhips in the Levant: trade to be, beas 
our royal navy was not as yet confiderable enough to prote& our ion 

ing fhips from the Barbary rovers. And the like alfo may be alle ad 

for the. Eaft-India fhips. He fays, that our Eaft-India compar, 4 

greateft ftock (i. e. the value of goods and money exported), in any p s 

year, was but L36,000, and that the nation faves annually L70,000 i 

the prices of pepper, cloves, mace, and nutmegs, merely for home. 
confumption. That of thefe fpices they- exported laft year to the ya. 
lue of L218,000 befide indigo, calicoes, China filks, benjamin, aloes 

&c.* A confiderable addition this to the national ftock. To which thould 

be added the king’s cuftom, and alfo the employment given to Ahips 

and mariners in the re-exportations. 
That, befide cinnamon, the company computed that we annually con. 
fumed at home the following quantities of {pices, viz. 


Pepper (formerly 8/now but 2/ per lb.), 450,000 pounds weight, 


Cloves, .°- - - 50,000 
Mace, - ce - - - - 15,000 
Nutmegs, - - - - -= 100,000 
Total, 615,000 pounds weight, 


And that the-cloves, mace, and nutmegs, are proportionably reduced 
in price, fince our direét trade to India. 

Next, he gives the outfet and cargoes of the company’s trade for the 
year 1614, viz. 


‘< In bays, kerfies, and broad-cloths, dyed and drefled, to the king- 
* doms beft advantage, - =- - - - Lr4,o00 9 0 


* Lead, iron, and foreign merchandize, = = 10,000 ORS 
F * Ready money in all the fhips (and which was lefs 
than is allowed by.their charters), - = = a=> 2,00 OmmOmES 
l a aes 
“ Total, 136,000 -0 ® 


Č 7, . . . . 

; The fame year, their fhipping and furniture -coft 
* them in fitting out, - - - - 34,000 © ® 
“ And for viduals and other extraordinary charges, 30,000 9 ° 
* “sae 
, ‘< Total outfet, anno 1614, Lro0,000 © ° 
The anonymous but acute author, whom Sir Dudley Diggs now 4% 
iwered, gives us a lift of our fhips employed in-other branches of trade. 


wo? F i : : se saken in a 
There is no mention as yet of porcelain or the cargo of the fhip New-Year’s-Gift taken in j 


tea. t . 3 j 3 L. iv be 
Porcelain is mentioned by Elkington as part of NRIS i Se ate eae 
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‘ We trade to Naples, Genoa, Leghorn, Marfeilles, Malaga, &c. with 
‘ only 20 fhips, chiefly with herrings; and 30 fail more laden with 
pipe-ftaves from Ireland. 
< —To Portugal and Andalufia, we fend 20 fhips for wines, fugar,- 
fruit, and Weft-India drugs. 
< —To Bourdeaux, we fend 60 fhips and barks for wines. 
< —To Hambureh and Middleburgh, 35 fhips are fent by our mer-- 
< chant-adventurers company. 

< —To Dantzick, Koningfberg, &c. we fend yearly about 30 {hips, 
< viz. fix from London, fix from Ipfwich, and the reft from Hull, Lynn, 
< and Newcaftle: but the Dutch many more. 

‘ —To Norway, we fend. not above 5 fhips, and the Dutch above 
“ 40; and great fhips too. 
< —Our Newcaftle coal-trade employs 400 fail of fhips, viz. 200 for’ 
fupplying of London, and 200 more for the reft of England. 
< And befides our own fhips,’ (fays this author) ‘ hither, even to the 
mine’s mouth, come all our neighbouring nations with their fhips con- 
‘ tinually, employing their own fhipping and mariners: I doubt not, 
(continues he) ‘ whether if they had fucha treafure, they would not 
< employ their own fhipping folely therein. The French fail thither in 
e whole fleets’ of so fail together; ferving all their ports of Picardie, 
‘ Normandie, Bretagne, &c. even as far as Rochel and Bourdeaux. And 
“ the fhips of Bremen, Embden; Holland, and Zeeland, fupply thofe of 
© Flanders, &c. whofe fhipping is not great, with our coals! <- 

< —Our Iceland fifhery employs 120 fhips and barks of our own. 

c —And the Newfoundland fifhery, 150 fmall fhips.’ [Yet Gerard. 
Malynes, in his Lex Mercatoria (printed anno 1622, p. 247), fays, that 
this very year there were 250 fhips from England at the Newfoundland 
fifhery, the tonnage of which amounted to 15,000 tons. And that the 
French, Bifcayners, and Portuguefe, can make two voyages yearly with 
400 fhips.]: 

< —And our Greenland whale fifhery, 14 fhips:- 

‘ As for the Bermudas,’ (fays he) ‘ we know-not yet what they will 
‘do; and for Virginia, we know not what to do with it; the prefent 
‘ profit of thofe two colonies not employing any ftore of fhipping. 
‘ The great expenfe that the nobility and gentry have been at in plant- 


a 


‘ ing Virginia is no way recompenfed by the poor returns from thence *. 


* How much is the cafe altered fince this author 
wrote? And how great a fund of authentic mercan- 
tile hiftory have fuch old traéts fupplicd us with, 
which otherwife might have been loft; many of 
which have been collected with great labour and 
expenfe ; and therefor ought to be made a begin- 
ning to a public mercantile library, in order to pre- 
ferve fuch valuable memoirs from deftruétion. 


Vox. II. 


tet bale 
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‘Judicious readers need not to be told, that fuch 
memoirs as thefe, concerning the tate of trade and 
fhipping, in different periods, drawn from fafs,- 
written by fach able authors as lived at the refpec- 
tive times, tend moft cffectually to illuftrate the 
valt increaie of, and furpriing alterations in, our 
commerce, colonies, &c. and the like alo in tho 
of other nations. - 
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This author finally urges the extenfion of our fifheries b 


Oe à Moth 
drawn from the prodigious profits of the Dutch from their fj Ves 
which there have been numbered in fight 2000 fail of buffs, empio 
ing 37,000 fifhermen, going out to fea at once. J- 


The great Henry IV had erected an Eaft-India company in Fra 
in the year 1604; and his fon Louis XIII gave them a new 
but they remained inadtive till this year, when their {hips too 
fion of the great ifland of Madagafcar, which not anfwering 
pectations, the company and trade were wholely dropt. 

This year, Dr. William Vaughan, calling himfelf'a fervant of Ko 
James, attempted a fettlement on Newfoundland, at the expenfe of i 
own fortune. He carried thither a number of his countrymen of Wales 
and gave his plantation the name of Cambriol, being in the fouth part oe 
that ifland. His fcheme was for the fifhery on the banks of Newfound- 
land to go hand in hand with his plantation. Ina book publifhed by 
him, intitled, zhe Golden fleece, [4to, 1626] he tells us alfo, that the 
Lord Falkland and Sir George Calvert, afterwards created Lord Balti- 
more, made a fettlement on the north end of that ifland at a great ex. 
penfe in the years 1621 and 1622: yet, as we have elfewhere obferved, 
no permanent plantation has ever been made on that cold and barren 
ifland to this day. In the fame year, Sir Henry Maynard, with five ftout 


Nee 
charter. 


K offer 
their ea 


fhips, was fent thither for protecting the fifhery, which was fo confider- 


able that there were 170 Englifh fhips there together. According to 
the acute author of the Trade’s increafe, publifhed in- this year, our 
trade to Spain and Portugal was very low at this time, {carcely employ- 
ing 500 feamen; owing, he thinks, to our long wars with that crown 
in Queen Elizabeth’s days. 

- The Ruffia company now fent out two fhips and two pinnaces to 
Spitzbergen, ftill, by our voyagers, called Greenland, and the Dutch 
fent thither eleven, and alfo three {hips of war to protect them. At the 
fame time, the court of Denmark fent three {hips of war thither, being 
the firft Danith fhips feen there; yet they alfo pretended to demand toll 
of the Englifh thips, but the Englith refufed it, alleging that Greenland 


(i. e. Spitzbergen) belonged folely to the king of England. This hu- 


mour of an exclufive claim to that remote, dangerous, and vaftly 6%- 
tended fea, where there 


i was no land territory that was habitable, 2" 
which therefor could not eafily be fupported, beld on through all Sing 


5 2 per 7 onan eje 
James’s reign, and was at leaft as unreafonable as even the Portuguel : 


exclufive claims fouthward > In fuch inftances, vainly copied by our ow? 
and other nations, at the fame time that we condemn both Spain an 
Portugal for doing the like! So blind are moft men whilft their ow? 
immediate intereft is in queftion ! Soest f 

1616.—By the dexterity of Penfionary Barnevelt, the Dutch amba“ 
- fador extraordinary in England, and of Caroon their ambaflador in O" 
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dinary, the cautionary towns of Flufhing, Briel, and Rammekins, were, 


furance to enjoy their parts of the profits returned, in refpect of 
the peril of law wherein the faid Sir Walter Raleigh now ftandeth! 
And we being alfo informed, that diverfe other the kinfmen and 
friends of the faid Sir Walter Raleigh, and diverfe captains and other 
commanders, are alfo defirous to follow him, and to venture their lives 
with him in this journey ;—we have granted full power to him, and 
free liberty to carry and lead out of this realm, or ellewhere,. all fuch 
of our loving fubjeéts as fhall willingly accompany him, together with $ 
fhips, arms, ammunition, wares, merchandize, &c.: and he to be 
the fole governor and commander of the faid people, with power of 
martial law, &c.; and alfo power to-appoint under him fuch captains, 
officers, &c. as he fhall judge proper: and to-bring home gold and fil- 
ver, pretious ftones and other merchandize: and to difpote thereof at 
his and his partners pleafure, paying to us one fifth part of the gold, 
filver, and pretious ftones, and alfo the ufual duties for the other mer- 
chandize. And we do grant unto the faid Sir Walter Raleigh, that thefe 
our letters patent fhall be firm and fufficient in law, &c. [Federa, V.. ; . 
xvi, 789-1 
William Baffin failed for the difcovery of a north-weft paflage to 
China, as far as the feventy-eighth degree of north latitude, and gave 
name to a bay in thofe feas, but he returned home without being able to 
find any paflage.. This undertaking was at the charge of Sir Thomas. 
Smith, Sir Dudley Diggs, Sir John Wolftenholme, &c.-directors of the 
Ruffia company, &c. In his letter to the laft named gentleman, he ‘ 
fays, ‘ that having, in three years time, coafted all, or near all, the : 
‘ circumference of Davis’s ftraits, he found it to be no other than a: ; 
great bay, and no hopes of a paflage. But that fome advantage may E 
‘ be made of this voyage, fince there are here very ereat.plenty of thofe - ; 


‘ whales called by the bifcayners, the grand bay whales; the fame may; 
= N n 2. 


i i in the year 1616, evacuated by King James’s order: the fum due by 
J- the ftates-general to England had been adjufted by Queen Elizabeth to 
be eight millions of gilders: but King James was prevailed on to ac- 
Ce cept 2,728,000 gilders, in lieu of the eight millions; and alfo remitted 
t: eighteen years intereft on the fame. This was a moft politic ftep in 
f the Dutch, fince, while England held thofe faftneffes, the ftates were 
X- very much at the mercy of our nation. [Fædera, V. xvi, p. 783-] 
King James gave a commifion to Sir Walter Raleigh, and fuch 
ae | as he fhould join with him, to undertake a voyage unto the fouth 
iş i parts of America, or elfewhere in America, poffeffed and inhabited 
ae! by heathen and favage people, to difcover fome commodities in thofe 
f | countries that be neceffary and profitable for the fubjects of thefe 
|- our kingdoms. We being credibly informed, that there are diverfe 
y | merchants and owners of fhips, and others, well difpofed to affift - 
e A the faid Sir Walter Raleigh, in his enterprize, had they fufficient af- 
i 
| 
i 
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‘ be purfued, and good ftore of oil may be made between the midd 

* July and the laft day of Auguft.” OR 
‘Nor were the Hollanders at all behind us in new enterprizes foe 
fame year William Cornelitz Schouten and James Le Maire, perfor this, 
the third Dutch circumnavigation of the globe. Such as were aoe 

their Eaft-India company being prohibited to go to India either p oa 

Cape of Good Hope eaftward, or weftward through the ftraits of Maai 

fome now began to think there might be another paflage thither an 

ward, fomewhere fouth of thofe ftraits. This was firft ftarted by Le Maire 
a merchant of Amfterdam, joined by William Cornelitz Schou $ 
merchant of Hoorne. In the year 1615 they fitted out two thip 

-of which was loft by fire at Port Defire, -under the command of the lat 
ter. Schouten, who pafling on fouth from the Magellanic ftraits, found 

a new and fafer ftrait, which he named after his partner Le Maire 
through. which hé failed into the South fea, and having failed almofgt ina 

to the Goth degree of fouth latitude, he got round the Cape, which he 
named after his town of Hoorne, on the ifle named Terra del Fue 0 i 
lying in 57 degrees 48 minutes; thence crofling the great Southern | 

ocean, he came to Jacatra, (fince named Batavia,) where, notwith- 
ftanding this new and great difcovery, the fhip and goods were feized | 
by the prefident of the Dutch Eaft-India company, in the year 1516 | 

Schouten and his men took their paflage home in one of that company’s | 

thips, having performed their whole circumnavigation in two years and | 
eighteen days. | 
The Dutch found a fhorter paflage to India in the year 1623, by the 
_ firaits of Naflau, north-weft of Le Maire’s ftrait; and another ftill fhort- 
er by Brower’s {traits in 1643. But fince the powers of Europe have 
made treaties about the Eaft-India commerce, that fouth-weft paflage is 
feldom ufed, unlefs for illicit commerce with the Spanifh territories in f 
the South lea, or by powers at war with Spain. 
Very early in the feventeenth century, the Algerines, and by their q 
example thofe of Tunis and Tripoli, began to ufe {quare-rigged fhips, 
and to drop galleys and galliots. [Morgans Hif. of Algiers, V. ii, p- 628.J 
According to a letter of Sir Francis Cottington, the Enelifh minifter 2 | 
Spain, to the duke of Buckingham, the fleet of thofe corfairs now con- 
fifted of forty fail of tall fhips, their admiral being of 500 tons burden, 
with which they ftruck terror all along the Spanifh conhe dividing the! | 
n into two {quadrons, with one of which they blocked up the poe | 
; o T with the other they cruifed between Lifbon and S | 
ng the mean ftate of the naval ftrength of the chriftian pow’, 
of Europe in thofe times, this was truely a formidable fleet: but tho 
rovers are fcarcely able in our days to fend out fuch a fleet; an6, es 


the other hand, the chriftian powers are fince become much more 
powerful at fea, 


S, One 


I 
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The Englifh Eaft-India company now fent out five fhips of 1009, goo, 
800, 400, and 150 tons burden: and this was called their fifth voyage 
on the joint ftock ; yet we have not yet met with any account of their 
fourth voyage. In this voyage they took a Portuguefe fhip loaded with 
elephants teeth, which they landed at Surat, together with their own 
cargoes of coral, cloth, tin, wines, ftrong waters, &c. Thence they went 
to Jacatra; but the Dutch, having a fort there already, ufed our factory 
(fettled there by a grant from the king of Bantam) fo rudely, that our 
people were obliged to attack their fleet; and ours being joined by Sir 
Thomas Dale, with fix more fhips from England, and other fhips of the 
company’s at Bantam, it confifted of thirteen fail of good fhips, where- 
by they beat the Dutch fleet near Jacatra, as they alfo did in another 
engagement on the coaft of Sumatra: yet, in the end, five of our fhips 
were taken by the Dutch, we having before taken one of theirs. In the 
mean time a fhip from England brought an account of agreement at 
home between the two companies, which put an end to thefe hoftilities. 
Afterwards our fhips at Firando in Japan joined with the Dutch, who 
now fhewed our people all friendfhip, in applications to the emperor, 
who granted all their requefts. In their return to Bantam, they found 
a French fhip trading there in the year 1621 *; and ours returned that 
year home, loaded with pepper, filk, cloves, and benjamin. In this 
voyage, one of our fhips failed to Mocha in the Red fea, and fettled a 
factory there for the firft time, by permiflion of the Turkith aga. 

The accounts given by the writers of voyages in thofe times are often 
vague and confufed. They pretend that the princes and chiefs of the 
Banda ifles, by a folemn writing, refigned thofe ifles, fo famous for nut- 
megs and cloves, in full property to the king of Great Britain for ever ; 
declaring that they never acknowleged the Dutch as their fovereigns; 
and that, in token of their fubjeCtion, they would annually fend a 
branch of nutmegs to our king. Whereupon our people erected forts 
there, and warned the Dutch to come thither no more; yet the later 
found means to furprife both our fhips at Pooloway; and at Bantam, 
inftead of a friendly accommodation of thofe differences, the factories 
of the two companies fell to fighting; andthe Dutch infifted on the ifle 
of Poolaroon as the condition of refloring our two fhips; and, more- 
over, in 1618, they took two more of our fhips. 

This year eight fhips from London and Plymouth failed to the coun- 
try fince called New England, whence they carried great quantities of 
fih and oil to Spain and Portugal, as they did alfo in the year 1618: 
but no fettlement was yet made in that country. — 


` 


_* This was apparently the fhip commanded by Beaulieu, who in the narrative of his voyage, rae 
lifhed in Thevenot’s Relations de voyages, fays, that at different times in the year 1621 he met wit 
two Englith fips at Acheen. M. 
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1617.—King James, in the year 1604, and again in 161 7a gavem 
charters to the company of merchant-adventurers, confirming al] fie 
former powers and privileges in trading to the Netherlands and Ge. 
many, with the woollen manufactures of England, exclufive of all Oh 
were not free of that company. Both thefe charters ftill referved to ‘i 
mayor, conftables, and fellowfhip of the merchants of the ftaple of By € 
land, full liberty to trade into the faid limits. ‘ Yet (according © 


mg to 
* Malynes their profeffed enemy) the merchant-adventurers co 


(3 


Mpany 
increafed their arbitrary proceedings more and more, and enlarge, 


the fums to be paid for the freedom thereof, &c. -So that the Merch. 
ants of the ftaple gradually loft their privileges, and all others Were 

* compelled to conform to the rules and meafures of the merchant-ad- 
“ venturers company, whofe members were at this time about 4029 
‘ perfons,’ i.e. in fact, almoft all who traded in’ the woollen manufa@ure 
to Germany and the Netherlands. 

King James being on his’ progrefs to Scotland, iffued out a proclama- 
tion which, in our days, would be thought not a little arbitrary, ftri@. 
ly commanding all noblemen, knights, and gentlemen, who have 
manfion-houfes in the country, to depart within twenty days after the 
date thereof, with their wives and families, out of the city and fuburbs 
of London, and to return to their feveral habitations in the country, 
there to continue and abide until the end of the fummer vacation, to 
perform the duties and charge of their places and fervice ; and likewile 
by houfekeeping, to be a comfort unto their neighbours, in order to re- 
new and revive the laudable cuftom of hofpitality in their refpedtive 
countries. Excepting however, {uch as have necef ary occafion to at- . 
tend in London for term bufinefs, or other urgent occafions, to be fig- 
nified to and approved by the privy council. 

We may here obferve, that Henry IV of France, after the peace of 
Vervins, iffued a fimilar proclamation “(which poffibly King James 
thought a good precedent, having likewife, on fundry other occafions, 
teftified a fondnefs for imitating that able prince in matters of ftate po- 
licy, perhaps without duely confidering the difference of the conftitu- 
tion, temper, &c. of the two. kingdoms) commanding his nobility and 
gentry to retire to their eftates, improve their lands, and keep the peace 
of their refpedtive countries. , 

The Dutch now fortified the ifland of Goree near Cape Verde on the 
African coaft. The Englifh, in the year 1663, took it from the Dutch, 
but reftored ir in 1664. In the year 1677 the French took jit from 
the Dutch, and held it till the year 1758, when it was retaken by Great 
Britain. Tt is a fmall barren ifle, faid to be deftitute of wood and goo 
water. But having a good harbour, it was convénient to the French, 

who. had faGtories on the adjacent coaft, where they traded for gold. 
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flaves, hides, oftrich-feathers, bees-wax, gum, fenegal, (a very ufeful 
article) millet, ambergris, &c. ; 

This year the quarrels at Spitzbergen about the whale-fifhing ran very 
high between the Englifh and Dutch, the former feizing on part of their 
oil: and this is the firft time we find mention of fins or whalebone be- 
ing brought home with the blubber or oil; although probably before 
this time it came into ufe for women’s ftays, &c. by means of the Bif- 
cay whale-fithers. ; 

1618.—In the next year King James (as king of Scotland) incorpo- 
rated a number of Englith, Scots, and Zealanders, to be a new company 
to fifh at Spitzbergen; and much fhipping, provifions, &c. were con- 
traéted for: yet, after all their preparations, this Scottifh patent was 
annulled; and it was agreed, that the Eaft-India adventurers fhould fill 
join ftock with the Ruffa company, and be one joint company for the 
whale-fifhery. Thirteen fhips were thereupon fent thither; but the Zea- 
landers proving fuperior there, and being exafperated at the feizure of 
their oil, &c. laft year, and their difappointment by refcinding the 
Scottifh patent, attacked, overpowered, rifled, and difperfed the Englifh 
fhips ; moft of which returned home empty. 

The method of managing the whale-fifhing of both nations was then 
quite different from what it is in our days. The whales in thofe early 
times having never been difturbed, (fay our voyagers) reforted to the 
bays near the fhore, whereby their blubber was eafily landed at Spitz- 
bergen, where they erected cookeries (i. e. coppers, &c.) for boiling 
their oil, which they left ftanding from year to year, and only brought 
home the purified oil and the whalebone. The Englifh having been the 
firft in that fifhery, kept pofleffion of the beft bays. The Dutch, com- 
ing later, were obliged to find bays farther north: yet the Danes, who 
came later into this trade than the Dutch, got in between the Englifh 
and Dutch: ~The Hamburghers came after the Danes; and after them 
came the French, and alfo the Bifcayners, who, though older whale- 
fifhers than any in Europe, except the Norwegians, had not however 
fallen into this method, but by the example of England and the reft, 
and who were forced to fet up their cookeries ftill farther off But fince 
thofe times the whales are lefs frequent in the bays, and are moft com- 
monly among the openings of the ice farther from land, which obliges 
the {hips to follow them thither. So that the blubber is now cut from 
the whales in fmall pieces at the fhip’s fide, and brought home in cafks 
to be boiled and purified, and the whale fins alfo to be cleaned. ‘This 
later method, however, of fifhing being often found dangerous and 
perilous to fhipping, difcouraged our Englifh adventurers, who then 
traded in a company, fo that they foon after relinquithed that fithery, 
and fo it remained till the reign of King Charles II. 
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The Englifh Eaft-India company, fending out fix fhips in the 
1618 for India, under the command in chief of Sir Thomas Dale, Rt 
James, to add the greater weight to that voyage, granted him a f SE 
commiflion to govern that fleet, as well by common as by martial | lal 
Alfo to feize on the thips and merchandize of any others of hig Fabien 
who fhould be found navigating within the company’s limits witho 
their licence ; half the value of fuch feizures to belong to the cro 
and the other half to the company. [Federa, V. xvi, p. 56. > f 

We have feen King James’s commiffion to Sir W alter Raleigh for the | 
project of finding the fuppofed rich gold mines of Guiana, In the ye ee 
following he failed out on that adventure with twelve fhips, two of which | 
deferted him before he arrived at' Guiana, where, however, he could 
never find the marks he had left there; although his fon and Capan l 
Kemys failed a vaft way up the river Oronoco in queft of them to no | 
purpofe. But, being narrowly watched by Count Gondemar, the Spanith | 
minifter at King James’s court, and perhaps, as many think, given u \ 
to be a facrifice to the projected match between Charles prince of Wales 
and the infanta of Spain; King James was induced this year to ifliea 
proclamation, ‘that whereas he had licenced Raleigh and others to un- | 
* dertake a voyage to Guiana, where they pretended great probabilities | 
‘ to make difcovery of rich gold mines; in which licence we did, by | 
exprefs limitation and caution, reftrain them from any act of hoftility, | 
wrong, or violence, upon the territories of any princes in amity with 
` us, and more peculiarly of thofe of our dear brother the king of Spain. | 

All which notwithftanding, we are fince informed by common fame, 
` that they have, by an hoftile invafion of the town of St. Thome, be- | 
ing under the obedience ofour faid dear brother the king of Spain, | 
and by killing divers of the inhabitants thereof, his fubjects, and after | 
burning and facking the faid town, malicioufly broken and infringed | 
the peace and amity which hath been fo happily eftablithed, andfo $ 
long inviolably continued, between us and the fubje@s of both our | 
crowns: we have therefor held it fit, to make a public declaration | 
of our utter miflike and deteftation of the faid infolencies and excefles. | 
And, for the clearing of the truth of the faid common fame, we do 
‘ hereby ftrictly charge all our fubjeéts that have any particular under- j 
‘ flanding and notice thereof, immediately to difcover the fame to fome En 
of our privy council, upon pain of our high difpleafure, &c. [Fader | 
V. xvii, p. 90.] 

F Upon Raleigh’s return- without gold, King James difayowed his ha 
1ng given him authority to fail to Guiana, although he had privately 1°- | 
ceived of him a fcheme of the whole defign, with a particular defcrp- 

tion of the country and the river Oronoco, &c. He could not, however , 
be put to death on account of this enterprize, becaufe he had the kings 
commifiion for it; but as he had been found guilty, in 1603, of a pre 


a 


a 
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tended con{piracy with Lord Grey, &c. for dethroning King James, in 
favour of Lady Arabella Stuart, and kept twelve years in the tower of 
London, (where he wrote the firft part of his Hiftory of the world,) to 
pleafe the court of Spain he was now, in the 77th year of his age, exe- 
cuted on that old fentence, to the no {mall difreputation of King James, 
and the infinite regret of all good men. - 

The king granted an exclufive patent for twenty-one years to John 
Gilbert, for the fole making and vending of an inftrument which he 
called a water-plough; for taking up fand, gravel, &c. out of rivers and 
havens *: and of an engine alfo invented by him, for raifing water in 
greater quantity than heretofor known, and to be moved and driven 
either by fome ftream of water, or, for want of that, by ftrength of 
horfes, for draining coal-pits and other mines. [Fæsera, V. xvii, p. 
102.] A 

A proclamation was iflued, prohibiting buildings on new foundations 
in London, or within two miles of any of the gates of that city: alfo, 
for reftraining the immoderate confluence of people thither; wherein 
the fame reafons are affigned as in the reftraint publifhed in 1602 by 
Queen Elizabeth ; but which, in modern times, would not be efteemed: 
of fufficient weight to require any fuch reftraints in either cafe. 

The king hereby alfo prefcribes the manner of rebuilding houfes in 
London, in refpect to the height of the ftories and thicknefs of the 
walls ; the later to be either of brick or ftone; with the form of the 
windows and fhops, &c. He alfo direéts all fheds and other nuifances 
to be removed. [Fadera, V. xvii, p. 107.] 

King James iffued a {pecial commiffion to his chancellor, and fundry: 
other lords and gentlemen,‘ for the removal of nuifances in the grounds 
* called Lincoln’s-inn-fields, fituated in a place much planted round: 
< about with the dwellings of noblemen and gentlemen of quality ; 
‘which grounds, if they were reduced into fair and goodly walks, 
< would be a matter of great ornament to the city, alfo of pleafure and: 
* frefhnefs for the health and recreation of the inhabitants thereabout, 
‘and for the fight and delight of ambafladors and ftrangers com- 
‘ ing to our court and city. The commiflioners are therefor directed 
‘ to lay out thofe fields into regular walks, &c. in fuch. form as Inigo 
€ Jones, our furveyor-general of our works (and one of the commif 
‘ fioners) fhall draw by way of map. ‘he expenfe thereof to be de- 
‘ frayed by contributions from the moft fubftantial habitants of the 
‘ adjacent parifhes of St. Martin’s, and St. Giles’s in the fields, St. Mary 
© Savoy, St. Clement’s, St. Andrew’s, St. Dunftan’s, and St. Bride’s 5 
‘and a litt of (uch as will not contribute fhall be laid before us. A 
t treafurer to be ele&ed out of the contributors. The mafter of the 


* Probably the fame now ufed by the ballaft-men. 
You. IL. - Qo 
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‘ rolls is hereby directed to collect the contributions of th 
* jeants-Inns, the four inns of court, and the eight inns of ¢ 
[Federa, V. xvii, p. 119.] 

The king gave a patent for thirty-one years to David Rami, 
Thomas Wildgoffe, ‘ for the fole benefit arifing from their i 
‘ for ploughing land without horfes or oxen, for improvi 
‘ grounds, for raifing water from any low place to the houfes 
< men and gentlemen, and to cities and towns, and to make 
< the carriage of burdens and paflengers, to run upon the w 
‘ in calms, and more fafe in ftorms, than boats full-failed in great 
* winds? [Fædera, V. xvii, p. 121.] . 

With refpe to the whale-fithing of the Hollanders, De Witt Quotes 
Lieven Van Aitzma, who fays, ‘ that the whale-fifhery to the north- 
< ward employs above 12,000 men at fea; which infers, that the 

Dutch had probably near 300 fail of fhips employed. in the whale-fith. 

ery about 109 ‘Years ago, at a time when England had none at all. 
---The colony of Virginia went on increafing, and confiderable quanti- 

ties of tobacco were raifed there, which now began to be well taken off 
at home. Sir Samuel Argall, the governor, finding this colony ina 
thriving way, began to have his eye on the French, who, about the 
year 1616, had croffed the river of St. Laurence, and made a fettle- 
ment in the country then named Acadia (now Nova-Scotia), and alfo 
on part of what is now called New-England. He drove the French 
from Port-royal (fince named Annapolis-royal), and from another fmall 
fettlement of theirs, and took a fhip riding before it. We are here to 
obferve, that the Englith, from the very beginning of their planting 
on the continent of America,had ever deemed Nova-Scotia to be a part 
of North-Virginia, as Georgia, more lately, and before it took that 
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name, was undoubtedly deemed a part of South-Carolina, though not 


then planted on. 


For at this time Virginia, being the mother Englih 


colony on that continent, and its patent extending to the northernmoft 
parts of America, all the fettlements to the northward of Cape Henty 


were comprehended under the 
Sir Samuel Argall alfo diflo 


tence of a purchafe from Captain 


general appellation of North-Virginia. 
dged fome Dutchmen, who, under pre- 


Hudfon, had feated themfelves on 


Hud{on’s river, in what is now called New-York, and which the Dutch 


had then named N ew-Netherlands. 
multiplied there. 


Whether the Indians of Virgini 


our firt Englifh planters, fome of 


* The houfes round Lincoln’s-inn-fields, men- 
tioned in this commiffion, were ere&ted by Inigo 
Jones; and fome of them on the fouth and weft 
fides of the {quare, and on the fouth fide of Queen- 
ftreet, are ftill entire. Many people ftill alive re- 
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ufed violence towards them, is not, at this diftance of time, and through 
partial reprefentations, fo eafily to be determined ; but it is certain that 
the Indians deftroyed many Englifh people in thofe times ; and that 
they, in retaliation, made great havoc of the Indians, who at firft were 
very numerous along that coaft. Certainly, whenever it can be done 
with fafety, it is of vaft benefit to any fuch plantation to live well with 

the natives, who may be many ways fubfervient to their intereft, more 

efpecially by driving a very confiderable traffic with them for furs and 

fkins, in exchange for that fort of woollen cloth called duffle, guns, 

gun-powder, lead-fhot, hatchets, knives, fciflars, needles and thread, red 

oker, for painting their bodies, &c. Alfo, by engaging their friendfhip, 

in oppofition to thofe of the colonies of the other European nations at 

variance with them ; of which our other colonies have fince had fufficient 

experience. We ought however, on this occafion, to do the managers ot 
the Virginia company the juftice to obferve, that they had already 

formed a defign to ere& a college for the converfion of the Indians to 

chriftianity, although it proved abortive. 

The Dutch went on very fuccefsfully in their captures of Spanifh and 
Portuguefe fhipping ; but of all their expeditions (fays Voltaire in his 
General hiftory of Europe, X. vi, ¢.11) that of Admiral Peter Hen 
was the moft profitable to them; he having this year taken the entire 
fleet of galleons homeward bound, whereby he carried home no lefs 
than twenty millions of livres. TFS: 

The Dutch fortified the port of Jacatra (now called Batavia), which. 
is capable of containing 1000 fhips, in order to exclude the Enghith. 
from it. The Javans oppofing it, were affifted by the Englifh from Ban~ 
tam with cannon and fhips, wherewith they drove away the Dutch fhips. 
of war; yet,.in the end, the Dutch ftood their ground, and kept pof- 
feffion of Batavia, and alfo of their factory at Bantam, after many 
ftruggles with the Englifh company’s fhips, and much flaughter between 
them, and alfo with thofe of Bantam. After which, this new city of” 
Batavia increafed very much in people and commerce, although it was 
attacked by the king of Java by fea and land in the year 1630, and 
again by the Bantamefe in 1655. Hither they import vaft quantities of 
European merchandize for the Javans, and alfo for the Chinefe, who 
come hither in their large veflels. It is indeed a magazine for all the: 
produdtions of India, Japan, and the fpice-iflands: it is the centre of 
all the Dutch commerce : and its governor-general lives in the ftate of 
a fovereign prince, his forces being reckoned 20,000 or more. And in- 
Java, the Moluccoes, Ceylon,.and Malacca, fome have reckoned half a. 
million of people fubje&t to the Dutch company, who, in India, are: 
ftrong enough to expell all the other European nations ; and they fend. 
more European merchandize to India than perhaps all the reft of Eu-- 


rope do together, The Dutch governors of Hae have from time. to» 
3 0.2. 
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time added many new fortifications and outworks to that city, Which; 
about fix miles in circumference, and contains about 80,000 pe z 
They have likewife built many forts and redoubts, at proper diftang e. 
for {everal miles round it, for the fafety of their plantations, farms 6s, 
pleafure-houfes ; fo as to be deemed long fince out of danger from an 
attack of the natives, according to Nieuhof’s voyages, publitheg y 
1676, who then reckoned 6720 fighting men in it, befides the Dutch a 
habitants, and the families of great numbers of Chinefe, Malayan. 
Amboynefe, Moors, and Javanefe. They have fugar-houfes, powder. 
mills, paper-mills, and all other conveniences, without being obliged ty 
depend on the uncertainty of fupplies from Europe. And their coffe 
is reckoned néxt to that of Mocha for goodnefs. They have alfo a 
per, rice, wax, benzoin ; magazines of iron, timber, and naval ftores ; 
founderies for cannon ; docks for fhip-building, &c *, 

The Englifh Ruffia company were now difputing with the Hull men 
their whale-fifhing at the ifle of Trinity, lying in the north fea towards 
Spitzbergen, that company claiming an exclufive right to the fithery ; 
yet the Hull fhips having firft difcovered that ille, and very early fithed 
at it, it was this year granted to the corporation of Hull by King James 
for their whale-fifhing. l 

Although the Englifh (as we have feen) had, fo early as the year 
1536, reforted for commerce to Guinea or the weft coaft of Africa, yet, 
by reafon of lofles and difappointments in that traffic, they became ne- 
gligent of it, and even feem to have difcontinued it entirely, till now 
that King James granted an exclufive charter to Sir Robert Rich, and 
other Londoners, for raifing a joint ftock for a trade to Guinea. Never- 
thelefs, as feparate traders would not forbear reforting to that coaft, 
fuch difputes arofe between this company and them as foon ended in 
the ‘diffolution of the company, the proprietors withdrawing their 
fhares. This occafioned that trade to lie neglected during the reft of 
this king’s reign, and alfo fome part of his fon’s reign, whilft the Hol- 


landers perfifted in improving their own trade on this coaft. | That 


thort-lived company had foon {pent the greateft part of their capital; 
the gold and drug tr 


ade alone not being fufficient to fupport factories 
and forts there; there not having as yet been any trade for negro flaves 
for our own American ifland plantations, {carcely as yet exifting. 
_1619.—The Ruffia and Eaft-India companies of England fitred out 
nine fhips and two pinnaces for the whale-fithery at. Spitzbergen in he 
year 161y. But the voyage proving unfortunate, the two companies 


5 ` ee . e . . j e 
after car Tying ıt on jointly for two years without fuccefs, agreed to 81” 
up that fifhery. ; : 


* An ample account of ‘this Dutch capital of the Eaft, may be found in the Voyages of X 
nus, a commander in the fervice of the Dutch Eaft-India company. AZ, 
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The Englifh filver coins being much melted down and exported at 
this time, King James iffued a proclamation, prohibiting the exchange 
of filver coins into gold ones, for any manner of profit, or above the 
rates for which the fame coins are current in the realm. And ‘ where- 
< as the drawing of monies into the goldfmiths hands, by turning filver 
into gold upon profit of exchange, doth make it (the filver)-the more 
ready to be ingroffed into the merchants hands for tranfportation to 
mints abroad, and that fuch profit to be taken upon change of monies 
is prohibited by law,—the king ftri@ly commands that no goldfmith 
nor any other perfon fhall melt down, or make into any kind of vef- 
fel or plate, or other manufacture, any of his coins current in thefe 
realms; but fhall only make the fame out of old plate, foreign bul- 
lion, or foreign coin, or of filver burnt out of lace, and the like. 
< And, the better to prevent the unneceflary and exceflive vent of 
‘ gold and filver foliate (i. e. leaf) within this realm, none fuch fhall 
from henceforth be wrought or ufed in any building, ceiling, wain- 
{cot, bedfteads, chairs, ftools, clothes, or any other ornament whatfo- 
ever; except it be armour or weapons, or in arms or enfigns of ho- 
< nour at funerals, or monuments of the dead.’ [Fadera, V. xvii, p. 133.] 

In this year there were two proclamations againft eating flefh in lent, 
or on other faft-days. ‘ None to prefume to difobey this order-with- 
‘ out a licence from the bifhop of the diocefe ; which licences (fays the 
‘ king) fhould be fparingly granted.’ His reafons are, ‘ the benefit of 
‘ this abftinence, for the increafe of flefh-meat all the reft of the year, 
< and that the contrary practice is againft law.’ [Federa, V. xvii, pp. 131, 
134. 

n alfo a proclamation ‘ for the builders of new houfes in London 


G 


é 


(3 


‘to make their walls of brick, as in a former proclamation *.’ [Federa, , 


V. xvii, p. 143] ; } 

A pacification between the two rival Eaft-India companies of Eng- 
land and Holland, after many controverfies, was effected by the king’s 
interpofition, as follows. ; 

After fundry fruitlefs conferences at London and at the Hague, in 
the years 1613 and 1615, for accommodating their differences, the 
king and the ftates, defiring to cement more and more the bands of 
friendfhip between the two nations, were earneft to refume the affair in 
a third congrefs, to be held by commiflioners from the king and the 


* From the preamble it appears, that fimilar 
proclamations had been iffued in the 2d, 5t, 6th, 
oth, and 16th years of his reign as king of Eng- 
land, betides this one, for regulating new buildings ; 
and dire&ting that they fhould be fufficiently airy 
and fubitantial ; no other materials than brick or 
ftone to be employed in the walls, which ia houfes 
Not exceeding two ftories were to have the length 
of one brick and a half in their thicknefs, and in 
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thofe of greater height to have the length of two. 
bricks up to the top of the firit ory; that the 
heads of the windows of fhops fhould be arched with 
ftones or bricks cut in the bare of wedges. Uni 
formity of building, and regularity in the ftreets, 
are likewife recommended. Regulations fome- 
what fimilar have lately been renewed, and in the 
prefeut age of flight building, cannot be too firict- 
ly enforced. M. h 
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ftates, in the prefence of certain deputies from each company: ang 
ter long debates, they have at length come to the following con cline 
VIZ. . ? 

I) ‘ There fhall be, from the date hereof, an amnefty and Oblivion <r 
all offences and excefles committed in the Eaft-Indies by either na of 
and in confequence thereof, the prifoners, fhips, and merchandize >) 
both parties, fhall be freely delivered up and reftored. uc 

Tf) ‘ All the officers and fervants of both companies fhall afford 
poffible aid and friendfhip to each other, as between friends and neigh, 
bours fo nearly allied; and if any of either party thall happen to be n 
diftrefs at fea, the people of the other party fhall afford them all Poffible 
fuccour. 

HI) ‘ Commerce in the Eaft-Indies fhall be abfolutely free for both 
companies ; who may trade with and employ, on their refpedtive fepa. 
rate accounts, fuch fund and capital as they fhall judge proper. 

IV) ‘ For the common benefit of commerce in India, both compa- 
nies {hall endeavour to bring about a redution of the duties-there, as 
well as of gifts and prefents. 

V) ‘ Fhe like endeavours fhall be ufed by both companies in India 
to reduce the prices of merchandize there. And as to the fale of India 
commodities in the countries of both the contracting parties, a certain 
price fhall be mutually agreed on, below which neither company hall 
fell the fame. 

VI) ‘ To prevent all jealoufies between the two companies, the com- 
miffioners of both companies fhall fix a certain moderate price for the ` 
purchafe of pepper at Bantam, and other places in Java-Major ; which 
fhall be equally divided between the two companies. 

VII) < The Englifh Eaft-India company fhall freely enjoy. the traffic 
at Palicate ; and bear half the expente of the fort and garrifon there. 

VIII) ‘In the Molueco ifles, Banda, and Amboyna, commerce hall 
be fo regulated by common confent, that the Englifh company {hall en- 
Joy the third part of it, both for import and export ; and the Dutch 
company the other two thirds thereof. 

IX) ‘ And for this purpofe the factors of both companies fhall buy 
the merchandize at the current prices there, and fhall divide them bY 
lot, in due proportion, between both companies. 

X)“ And as fo remote and fo important a commerce cannot be pro 
tected without a ftrong power, 20 fhips of war fhall be furnifhed for 
that end, ten by each company, and each fhip from 600 to 800 tons 
burden, carrying r50 men, and 30 pieces of cannon each, befides othet 


needful ammunition ; which cannon fhall carry balls of 8 to 18 pou2® 
weight *. 


al} 


* This is the firft ‘inftance (at leaft in the Feedera) of fi : ifyi nd weight 
: : at ‘ealt in tl e pecifying the number of guns a 
ef their thot, as well as the tonnage, which in our times confine the rate of {hips of war» 


- CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


A SS à 
ee oe 


A. D. 1619. 295 


XI) ‘ Alfo the council of defence fhall confider of the number of 
galleys, frigates, and other leffer neceflary veflels. 

XII) ‘ The forts and garrifons in the Moluccos, Banda, and Amboy- 
na, fhall be maintained by the impofitions on the produéts of the faid 
iflands, to be fettled by the common council of defence. 

XIII) ‘ For the eftablifhment and prefervation of order, there fhall 
be erected a council of defence, of each company four perfons: being 
the principal officers of each company, who fhall prefide in their turns. 

XIV) ‘The council fhall direct all matters relating to the common 
defence at fea, and fhall ftation the fhips of war as they fhall judge ne- 
ceflary. 


XV) ‘ They fhall alfo fettle the impofitions needful for the mainte- | 


nance of the forts and garrifons. 

XVI) ‘ The fhips of war fhall remain in the places where ftationed, 
and fhall not be employed in carrying goods to Europe, or to the other 
provinces. ; 

XVII) ‘ Yet, if the council of defence fhall permit it, the faid fhips 
of war may be employed fometimes from one place to another in In- 
dia, for the conveying of merchandize belonging to their refpedtive 
companies. 

XVIII) ‘ The council may alfo, in emergencies, employ the merch- 
ant fhips for defence. 

XIX, XX) ‘ The lofs and expenfe, as well as the profit by captures, 
&c. fhall be equally born and divided between both companies. 

XXI, XXII) But fhips of war, which may be loft by tempeft, &c. 
fhall be made good by the company they belong to. — 

XXIII) ‘ The forts fhall remain in the poffeffion of that company in 
whofe hands they now are. 

XXIV) ‘ It is agreed, that the erection of fome forts, propofed by 
the Englifh company, fhall be poftponed for two or three years, after 
which the number and fituation of them can be more conveniently de- 
termined. j 

XXV) ‘ The forts in the Moluccos, or elfewhere in India, acquired 
by the joint forces of both companies, fhall be equally poffeffed and 
garrifoned by both companies, or equally divided between them, as the 
council of defence fhall direct. 

XXVI) ‘ The two companies fhall jointly endeavour to open a free 
trade to China, or other parts of India, under the direction of the 
council. 

XXVII) ‘ Neither company ‘hall foreftall or exclude the other from 
any part of the Indies, by fortifications, or by contracts hereafter to be 
made; but all the commerce fhall be free and common to both compa- 
nies in every part of the Indies. ; E i 

XXVIII) ‘No perfon, not free of either company, fiall enjoy the 
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benefit of this treaty, unlefs by the confent of both co 
if any fubje&t of the king, or of the ftates, fhall here 
privileges of either company, in that cafe both com 
and feparately oppofe all invaders of this trade, and 


Mpanies, 
after invad 
panies fhal] 


all other co He 


5 m anı 
that may hereafter be fet up during the term of this trea ty. Panies 


XXIX) ‘In cafe of the death of the factors, or other q 
pening to either company, their property fhall be carefull 
the factors of the other company for the proprietors. 

XXX) ‘ This treaty thal] continue for twenty years; 
any difputes which cannot be determined by the counc 
by the companies in Europe, fhall be fubmitted to his m 
{tates general, who will condefcend to fettle them.” 

- The king, in his ratification of the treaty, promifes not to er 


y Preferveg by 


il in India, or 


ect any 
other India company during the term of it. [Fædera, V. xvii, p. 170] 
This famous treaty, or rather union, between the two companies, was 


fcarcely fooner concluded than it was violated in its moft effe 
The Englith and Dutch writers are fo diametrically oppo 
accounts of the tranfactions which followed, that they agre 
but mutual accufations, fo that it is app 
the truth. But we may obfe 


ntial points, 
fite in their 
ein nothing 
arently impoffible to difcover 
rve,.that if the two companies could have 
preferved the harmony profeffed in the treaty, they might probably till 
now have remained fole mafters of the entire commerce of Arabia, Per- 
fia, India, and China, and have expelled not only the Portuguefe, but 
every other European nation, from trading to thofe countries. How 
juftly that could have been done, we do not pretend to fay.- 
The king appointed Sir Jobn Ayre his minifter at the court-of the 
fultan Ofmin Han, at Conftantinople, to fettle friendfhip and com- 
merce with Turkey, and to appoint the places of trade, and to nomi- 
nate confuls. [Fædera, V. xvli, $. 178.) 
< About this time tapeftry work was firft brought into England by 
‘ Sir Francis Crane, for the encouragement whereof King James gave 


£ L2000 for the building of a houfe at Mortlake, on the Thames, where 
* Francis Clein was the firk defigner” [Prefent Late of England, part 0, 
Ż: 93, ed. 1683.] ; 


According to the author of the Hap 
ed. 1689] the whole coinage of 
of London, between the 

The voyagers tel] us, t 


py future ftate of England [p. 7% 
gold and filver in the mint at the tower 


maflacred ; becaufe, as was given out, the Dutch had a little before 
burnt one of their towns. Letters from the Englith factory at gate 
m Japan, gave accounts of a great perfecution of chriftians in th4 
country: and they -alfo co 


2 . the: 
mplained of the cruel treatment by 


Nd 
e the 
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Dutch to the Englith there, whom they would have totally deftroyed, 
but for the interpofition of the Japanefe- 

We have already feen, that the French had found the way to the 
Eaft-Indies fo early as in the year 1601, under the direction of a com- 
pany of merchants of St. Malo’s. In Thevenot’s collection of voyages, 
we find they now fent out three fhips thither: and at Acheen, in the 
ifland of Sumatra, their admiral Beaulieu delivered to the king of that 
place the French king’s letters and prefents. Beaulieu complained of 
obftructions from the Englifh, but more efpecially from the Dutch (that 
obftru@tion being quite confiftent with the before-recited treaty); and, 
upon the whole, he feems to have made but an indifferent voyage *. 

“In this fame year the voyage writers tell us, that the Dutch poffeffed 
the principal ports of trade in the great ifland of Borneo: its chief pro- 
ductions being the beft camphire in the world, frankincenfe, caffia, 


| out of 64 men, only himfelf and two more furvived to the next fum- 
| mer; and they, with the utmoft difficulty, brought home their fhip to 
| Denmark. Yet in that country of Greenland, properly fo called, he 
| found frefh rafberries under the fnow, many trees, falmon in the rivers, 
| deer, hares, wild fowl, &c. and very good talc, of which he brought 
| home many tons: but the natives all the while would not come near 
| him. This was an attempt of the court of Denmark to re-people 


3 [ mufk, agaric, aloes, various gums, wax, maftic, cotton, cinnamon, pep- 
2 per, honey, diamonds, gold-duft, bezoar-ftones, loadftones, iron, tin, bra- 
Se fil-wood, &c. 

yeaa Captain Moncke, by order of the court of Denmark, now wintered 
goat in the country ufually called Old Greenland, near Hudfon’s bay: but, 
| 


Greenland, formerly occupied by a colony from Norway, which had 
been unaccountably loft. In our own days the Danes have re-colonized 
fome {mall part of that coaft, though to very little purpofe. 

1620.—By this time the voyages by fea to the Eaft-Indies had fo 
greatly lowered the prices of Indian merchandize, that the trade be- 
i tween India and Turkey, by the old way, viz. by the Perfian gulf and 
up the river Tigris, and alfo by the Red fea, was much decayed ; where- 
by the grand fignior’s cuftoms were very much leflened. The ingeni- 
ous Mr. Munn, in the year 1621, publifhed a treatife in favour of the 
Faft-India trade ; wherein he gives the quantities of Indian merchan- 
| dize confumed annually in Chriftendom, with their prime coft, and all 
| charges till onboard, by the old way from Aleppo, and alfo the new way 
| by long fea; whence, he thinks, will be feen the great benefit of our 
| own Eaft-India commerce, viz. 


* Befides the misfortunes brought upon him by his fecond voyage to India, and that the St. Milo 
the confederates, he fuffered much from not know- company had a factory at Bantam in the year 
ing the proper {tations znd feafons for the trade, 1621. [Relations de voyages par Thevenot, partie t, 
It appears by Beaulieu’s narrative, that this was fp. 10 41> 88, 90, 128. 


VoL. II. Pp 
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Coft at Aleppo. 
6,000,000 lb of pepper, 2/ per Ib 600,000 o 


o 
450,000 lb cloves, 4/9 per lb 106,875 oo 
150,000 lb mace, 4/9 per Ib 35,625 oo 
400,000 lb nutmegs, 2/4 per Ib 46,666 13 4 
350,000 lb indigo, 4/4 per lb 75,833 6 8 
1,000,000 Ib raw filk, 12/ per Ib 600,000 00 

ee 

1,465,000 o o L511,458 aN 


* Thus (continues Mr. Munn) for a little above a third part of the 
“ price of the wares {hipped from Turkey, we have them thipped from 
< India; and adding one fixth part more for the expenfe of the voy. 
‘ age homeward, beyond that of the Turkey one, the faid wares þ the 
“ Cape of Good Hope will coft us but about half the price which the 
* will coft from Turkey: befides, that the greater part of the EaftIn. 
* dia coft is paid to our own people, and centers at home: 


3 as the 
‘ freight, mfurance, f{upercargoes, wages, much of the provifions, &# 


* Munn alfo eftimates the annual importation coft onboard the fhips in India, 


and thofe they fell 
of the following India goods, with the prices they for in England, thus : 


Cof on board the foips in India. 


Selling prices in England, 
250,000 lb pepper 22d L26,041 13 


SEA 1/8 L208,333 6 8 
150,c00 lb cloves od - 5626 o o 45,000 o o 
150,000 lb nutmegs 4d - 2500 o o 2/6 18,750 o o 
§0,C00 lb mace 8d - 1666 13 4 6 15,000 o o 
200,c00 Ib indigo 1/2 - 11,666 13 4 of 50,000 o o 
107,140 lb China raw filk 7f 37:499 o 6 20f 107,140 0 © 
50,000 pieces calico 7 15,000 0 o 20f 50,000 0 oO 
— 


Lıco,ooo o o L494,223 6 8 


And he confiders the whole of the great differ- gives a comparative view of the loweft prices of 
ence, which ‘confifts of freight, duties, charges, them, when got from Turkey or Lifbon, before 
and profits, as clear gain to the nation. England imported any from India, and the com- 


He afterwards eftimates the annual confumption mon Prices in his own time, thus: 
of the following India goods in England, and 


The lowef antient prices. 
400,0¢0 lb pepper - 


The common modern prices. 


L70,000 


o o f8 L33, 6 8 

40,000 ]b cloves 8/ 5 16,c60 o o z 531088 o o 
20,000 Ib mace of = 9coo o o 6f 6000 o © 
160,0c0 lb nutmegs 4/6 > 36,000 o o 2/6 20,000 O O 
150,520 lb indigo 7f 52,500 0 o sf 37,000 © O 


— 


2 ORNS ; 
1 183,500 o o L108,333 6-8 


The difference of thefe fu vidends made in fixteen years, reckoning from i 
expenditure of England in Year 1605, were 200 gilders on each fhare of ce 
xect importation from India. and the value or market-price of each fare He 

t is proper to. obferve, that a review of the 230 gilders. [See the extract in Purchas’s 
Dutch India trade was publifhed about this fame &rimes, L. v, c. 15.4 itten 
time, the author of which ftates the returns from We muft remember that this work was wri i 
the year 1596 to 1601, all charges dedu@ted, to y a partner of the Dutch company, wio 
be 230 tons of gold; and he Proceeds reckoning r. Munn, was defirous of exhibiting the a 
the company’s and the Nation’s profits by the 


ight- 
of hi any in the moft advantageous #5 
trade, and all in tons of gold. The profits or di- M, ennhe 5 


ms is a faving in the 
confequence of the di- 
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Now, on fuppofition, that near the fame proportion holds in our days, 
then it will follow. upon Mr. Munn’s plan, that a more confiderable 
national benefit will arife from our modern Eaft-India trade, the im- 
ports whereof are now fo greatly increafed; more efpecially in the ar- 
ticle of Bengal and China raw filk. Moreover, it is queftionable, whe- 
ther, if the trade were turned into the old channel again, the Turks 
could take off much more of our produce and manufactures than they 
do at prefent : fo that moft of the balance muft, in that cafe, be paid 
to Turkey in ready money by all Chriftendom. Yet an objection may 
be ftarted on the other fide, viz. whether that balance would be fo con- 
fiderable as that which we, in particular, and the reft of Europe, fend 
yearly in filver to India, more efpecially fince the vaft increafe of the 
confumption of tea from China, then unknown to Europe. Mr. Munn 
fays, ‘ that in his time the Turks fent annually from Aleppo and Con- 
ftantinople Ls00,000 Sterling in money, merely for Perfian raw filk ; 
and L600,000 more from Mocha, for calicoes, drugs, fugar, rice, &c. 
the Indians taking very little of the Turks in merchandize, but almoft 
the whole in money. That the Venetians, Florentines, and Marfeillians 
export much bullion; but it is in order to import much more: and 
this he thinks to be the cafe of our Englifh Eaft-India company; 
which, however, had only exported, from its firft eftablifhment in the 
year 1601 to July 1620, L548,090 in Spanifh filver; whereas they 
might by licence within that time have exported L720,000. And in 
the faid nineteen years, they have exported, in woollen cloths, tin, lead, 
and other Englifh and foreign wares, to the value of L292,286, being 
on an average L15,383 per annum. Upon the whole, our author 
thinks the trade to India ought to be confidered as exporting annually 
in goods, &c. 480,000, and importing only L120,000, whereby there 
is an annual balance in our favour of 360,000, which is either receiv- 
ed in money, or its equivalent, from Turkey, Genoa, Leghorn, Mar- 
feilles, the Netherlands, &c. whither we fend our Indian wares. He 
fays, the French and Venetians export annually to Turkey L600,000 
in bullion, for the purchafe of Perfian raw filk, &c. which they after- 
wards in’ part manufacture and export, and partly re-export raw to all 
parts of Europe; from whence they bring home much-more bullion 
than they before exported to Turkey; which is alfo a parallel cafe to 
that of our company’s exportation.of bullion to India. That in the 
company’s late quarrels with the Dutch, twelve of our fhips were fur- 
prifed and taken by them, which has been a great lofs to the company ; 
yet they had ftill twenty-one good fhips in India, and L4co,o00 of good 
eftate ; this trade employing 10,000 tons of fhipping, 2500 mariners, 
500 fhip-carpenters, and about 120 factors. That with regard to the 
prefent complaints of the fearcity of money amongft us, our laying 
afide the Eaft-India trade, inftead of a remedy, wo make the matter 
p2 
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i unlefs we could likewife fupprefs the commerce of all t} 
See Europe to India; and efpecially that of the Dutch, tom 
in fuch cafe, we fhould be obliged to pay fuch prices as they mi 
pleafe to impofe for their Indian wares.’ As Mr. Munn wags ante 
nent merchant, and feems perfectly mafter of his fubje@, we thoy h 
fuch a brief view of the Eaft-India trade at that time would be Curie 
and acceptable. 

In all the accounts hitherto publithed of our Eaft-India commerce 
there is no mention of cinnamon ; becaufe the Portuguefe being fil 
poffeffed of the ifle of Ceylon, where alone the beft is Produced, that 
{pice was to be had only from Lifbon. 

King James, in fome of his f{peeches, and the people of England a 
general, duely confidering the great advantages reaped by other Euron. 
ean nations from their filk manufactures, about this time teftified much 

earneftnefs for the propagation of filk worms, and of white mulberr 
trees, for feeding the filk worms ; which however has hitherto Not fuc. 
ceeded, perhaps owing to the coldnefs of our climate. But with refpedt 
to the manufacture of raw filk into broad filk fabrics, they began about 
this time to fet about it in earneft. For which end, one Mr. Burla- 
mach, a merchant, by the direétion of the king, brought from beyond 
fea filk-throwfters, filk-dyers, and broad-weavers > and the manufa@ure 
has in procefs of time proved fo extremely advantageous to the nation, 
and is fo very confiderable in our days, as to be thought to employ no 
fewer than at leaft fifty thoufand people in all its branches, and fome 
think half as many more. Mr. Munn, in his treatife, fays, that even 
then many hundreds of people were continually employed in winding, 
twifting, and weaving filk in London. The anonymous author of. an 
Ingenious pamphlet, in 4to, publithed in 1681 (faid to have been Sir 
Jofiah Child), gives it as his opinion, that throughout Chriftendom, 8e- 
nerally fpeaking, there are more men and wom 
nufactures than in the woollen 
from him ; as alfo in another a 
ber of families already [i. e. 
amounted to above 40,600. N 
juft refleGions in the pamphl 


i ; ; > Ê. 190.] é 
King James iffued his proclamation, importing, that whereas Rog® 
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tlement of a trade and commerce in thofe parts of the continent of 

America near the river of Amazons, which were prefuppofed not to be 

under the obedience and government of any other prince or ftate, hath ~ 

fecretly conveyed himfelf away, and difloyally precipitated and embark- 

ed himfelf and followers on this defign, contrary to our royal pleafure 

and commandment exprefsly fignified to him by one of our principal 

fecretaries ; our admiral of England having alfo refufed him leave to eh: 
go: We then, out of weighty confiderations and reafons of ftate, and 

upon the deliberate advice of our privy-council, have refolved to fufpend 

and reftrain the faid plantation and voyage for a time; and have there- 

upon ftraightly commanded the faid North and aflociates for a while to ? 
farceafe their faid defign, till our farther pleafure be known. We have 

therefor held it fit hereby to make a public declaration of our miflike 

and difavowment of this their rafh, undutiful, and infolent attempt : and 
-do hereby revoke and difannull all power, authority, and commiuffion, 

which they may pretend to derive from us. And we do hereby charge 

them immediately to make their fpeedy return home, with all their 


It | fhipping, &c. and forthwith to prefent themfelves to fome of our privy- 
Rae | council. Andwe do hereby ftriflly require, as well the governors as 

| all other the partners and adventurers interefted as members of the 
Eae company and incorporation intended for that plantation ; as all other 


merchants, captains, mariners, &c. not to aid, abet, or comfort, the faid 
North and his affociates, with any fhipping, men, money, ammunition, 
| provifions, &c. And our admirals, captains, &c. of any of our fub- 
| jects fhips, if they meet them at fea, or in harbour, fhall attack, feize, 
| and fummon them to return home, and {hall bring them back, and 
| commit them to the charge of fome of our officers, &c. till we give 
| farther order concerning them. [Federa, V. xvi, p. 215-] 

| Sir Henry Savill made a noble eftablifhment for two profeffors of 
mathematics in the univerfity of Oxford; one of which was for geo- 
metry, and the other for aftronomy: the falaries of each being L160 


| perannum. Both thefe branches of mathematics are well known to. 
be greatly beneficial to navigation and commerce. [Federa, V. xvii, 
$. 217.] 


! King James I is univerfally known to have had a mortal averfion to 
tobacco; of which we have the following evidence in the preamble to 
a proclamation. 

< Whereas we, out of the diflike we had of the ufe of tobacco, tend- 
‘ing to a general and new corruption both of mens bodies and man- 
ners; and yet, neverthelefs, holding it of the two, more tolerable 
‘ that the fame fhould be imported, amongft many other vanities and 
‘ fuperfluities which come from beyond feas, than be permitted to be 
‘ planted here within this realm, thereby to abufe and mifemploy the 
‘ foil of this fruitful kingdom ; and whereas we have taken into our 
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€ royal confideration, as well the great wafte and confumption 5 


wealth of our kingdoms, as the endangering and impa 
< health of our fubjects, by the immoderate liberty and abufe 
‘ co, being a weed of no neceflary ufe, and but of late 

‘ into our dominions ; we therefor ftri&ly charge and c 


K3 


¢ 


~ 2 OF the 
mag the 
of toba 
years Drought 
; ha ommand, tha 
our proclamation of December laft, reftraining the planting of toba t 
‘co, be obferved.’ [That proclamation is not in the Foedera, but “if 
octavo hiftory of Virginia has given us its fubftance; viz. « that il, 
* people of Virginia growing numerous, they made fo much tobacco : 
< overftocked the market; wherefor the king, out of pity to the coun 
try, commanded that the planters fhould not make above one hun, 
* dred weight of tobacco per man: for the market was fo low tha he 
* could not afford to give them above three fhillings the pound for it 


‘ The king advifed them rather to turn their {pare time to 
c 


£ 


] wards pro. 
viding corn and ftock, and towards the making of potath, or other 
manufactures.’] This king had aflumed the pre-emption of all to. 
bacco imported, which he again fold out at much higher prices, This 
record continues, ‘ and that no perfon or perfons, other than fuch as 
* {hall be authorifed by our letters-patents, do import into England an 
‘ tobacco from beyond fea, upon pain of forfeiting the faid tobacco, 

and fuch farther penalties as we thall judge proper to infli@. And, to 
‘ prevent frauds, all tobacco fhall be marked or fealed that fhall hence- 
“ forth be imported? [Federa, V. xvii, p. 233.] 

Some light is thrown upon the diverfions and amufements of Lon- 
don and its vicinity, and the general cuftoms of the age, by a grant 
from King James to Clement Cottrell, Efq. groom-porter of the houfe- 
hold, to licence a limited number of places, for the ufe of cards, dice, 
bowling-allies, tennis-courts, and fuch like diverfions ; viz. within Lon- 
don and Weftminfter, and the fuburbs of the fame, 24 bowling-allies ; 
in Southwark, 43 in St. Catherine’s, 1 ; in the towns of Lambeth and 
South-Lambeth, 2; in Shoreditch, 1; and in every othersburgh, town, 
village, or hamlet, within two miles of the cities of London and Weft- 
minfter, one bowling-alley. Alfo within the faid cities of London and 
Weftminfter, and within two miles thereof, 14 tennis-courts. And t0 
keep play at dice and cards, 40 taverns or ordinaries within the faid i 
mits, * for the honeft and reafonable recreation of good and oe 
_ People, whoe, for their quallitie and abilitie, may lawfully ule ae 
* games of bowling, tennis, dice, cardes, tables, nineholes, or any othe 
* game hereafter to be invented.’ [Federa, V. xvii, p. 236.] fib 

The pirates of the Barbary fhores having at this time greatly ay jl 
ed the commerce of England, the king ordered Sir Robert Maun r 


. 3 a il 
vice-admiral of England, to fail with certain {hips of the kings, jointly 


with other fhips of his fubjects, to deftroy the pirates. [Fadera, V. *™ 
p. 245.) i 


t 


é 
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King James borrowed 200,000 imperial dollars of his brother-in-law 
King Chriftian IV of Denmark, for the fuccour of the palatinate, &c, 
for which he was to pay the ufual and legal intereft of 6 per cent, be- 
ing 12,000 dollars yearly. [Fadera, V. xvii, p. 255-] 

Tt is here to be noted, that the rate of intereft by law in England 
was at this time 10 per cent, and was not reduced to 8 per cent till the 
year 1624. 

King James, in his commiffion to Sir John Merrick, to be his ambaf- 
fador to the great duke of Ruffia, obferves, ‘ that whereas our fubjeéts 
trading to Ruffia, by virtue of treaties, have long enjoyed fundry pri- 
vileges and immunities there, which now, by occafion of the late 
troubles happening in that ftate, have received fome interruption ; 
and the faid great duke and lord of Ruffia having, by an honourable 
emba{lage to us, moved to us a continuance of amity, and fome other 
things concerning our welfare: For renewing the league and amity be- 
tween him and us, and the privileges of our fubjects in his dominions, 
and likewife for the re-demanding of a great fum of money, which at 
his requeft we were pleafed to furnifh him withal, we have conftituted 
Sir John Merrick,’ &c. And in the fame year he gave the like com- 
miflion and powers to Sir Dudley Diggs, for the fame errand to Ruffia, 
[Federa, V. xvii, pp. 256, 257.] 

About this time the Englifh company trading ‘to the Eaft-Indies ob- 
tained leave of the king of Golconda to fettle at Madras-patan, on the 
coaft of Coromandel, where they were permitted to build the fort call- 
ed St. George ; which has ever fince been the company’s general facto- 
ry for their trade to all parts eaft of Cape Comorin. The principal 
ftaple wares there, are calicoes of various kinds, and muflins ; although 
they likewife trade in all other Indian merchandize, and to all parts, 
At Madras (as they commonly call that place) and the adjacent villages, 
the company has been faid. to have 100,000 perfons fubject to them, 
from whom they receive confiderable fums in duties and cuftoms. Fort St. 
George, however, is far from being a happy fituation, being fituated on. 
a barren foil, and a tempeftuous fhore, having no kind of harbour, nor. 
even a convenient landing-place for boats : it has no frefh water nearer 
than a mile diftant ; yet the company find their conveniency in it in 
other refpects, efpecially as to their trade in diamonds, muflins, chintz, 
&c. and in putting off their European wares moft in requeft there, viz. 
ftockings, haberdafhery, gold and filver-lace, looking-glaffes, and. drink-- 
ing-glafles, lead, wines, cyder, cheefe, hats, ftuffs, ribands, &c. 


The Danes having reforted to Eaft-India ever fince the year 1612, . 


and having ereéted a company for that commerce, now formed a 
{cheme for poffeffing themfelves of the cinnamon trade at Ceylon, and: 
for that end fent out five fhips, efcorted by two men of war: but the: 
Portuguefe there obliged them to return home unfuccefsful. 
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And for preventing the Hollanders from fettling effectually, 
imagined, on Ceylon, on which they had for fome years caft a | 
eye (having in 1612 made a treaty for that end with the king o 
lon), the Portuguefe at this time increafed the number and ftre 
their forts along the coafts of that ifland, whereby they fo ih 
hemmed in the king of that country, that without their Permiffion 5 
could not hold correfpondence with any foreign nation: of which y; 
lence they afterwards found the bad effects themfelves. doe 

Our voyage-writers give accounts of fundry abortive attempts t 
make fettlements in the country fince called New-England ; as, firf 4 
the charge of the lord chief-juftice Popham, Sir Ferdinando Cone 
and others, in the year 1606, who had obtained of King James a grant. 
enabling them to plant between the degrees of 38 and 45 north lati. 
tude ; and a fecond time in1608. Another in 1611, a fourth in 1617 
a fifth in 1615 by the Virginia company, a fixth in 1616, and alf 
again in 1618 and 1619: though indeed fome of them were rather 
trading voyages for fifh, train-oil, and furs, than actual attempts for 
“planting. They, however, made many occafional difcoveries and fur- 
veys of rivers, bays, &c. preparatory to fuch a plantation. At firft, it 
was called by fome of the old geographers Norumbega, or more pro- 
perly North-Virginia. But the firt permanent plantation, which re- 
mains to this time, was not made till this year, at a place named Ply- 
mouth, in New-England; after having gained over fome of the fachems 
or chiefs of the Indians, and difpoffeffed others of them, who made op- 
pofition thereto. And Captain John Smith, having furveyed the in- 
land country, and prefented a map of it to Charles prince of Wales, the 
prince gave the country the name of New-England. 

This year four of the Englifh Eaft-India fhips, outward bound, made 
folemn publication in Saldania bay, near the Gape of Good Hope, of the 
poffeffion of the adjacent country for King James, and erected a mount 
in token of it. They thence failed to India, where they fought fuccels- 
fully with the Pertuguefe fleet, and took feveral prizes. They likewife 
took fome of the mogul’s own fhips called junks, and fome of the king 
of Decan’s likewife, who had ufed our people ill; and they retume 
home in 1622. ; 

Giles Hobbs, one of our Ruffia company’s factors, made a journey 
from Mofcow to If{pahan, by the way of Aftracan, and acrofs the C r 
pian fea, as the company’s agents had done. in Queen Elizabeth’s we 
In his letter he gives an account of a great trade for raw filk at 105 
ports-on the Cafpian fea; and infinuates how eafily the compan, 
carry on that filk trade, by tranfporting it to Ruffia. He fays, Per- 
Aftracan the Perfian veffels bring in their dyed filks, calicoes, aP 
fian ftufis ; and, in return, carry home cloth, fables, martens, red 3 
and old Ruflia money: but that the Turks, Arabs, Armenians, S7 
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Portuguefe, were feverally plotting againft our Perfian trade. The Por- 
tuguefe more efpecially were our company’s greateft enemies on all oc- 
cafions. 

The Ruffia and Eaft-India companies having (as related under the 
year 1619) laid down their whale fifhery, four members of the Ruffia 
company now fent out feven fhips to Spitzbergen, on their own private 


account ; but they proved unfuccefsful. 
1621.—In the next year they fent the fame number of fhips thither 


again, with better fuccefs. In both thefe voyages, and others alfo prior 

to thefe, mention is made of the quantity of oil brought home ; but 

not the leaft mention of whalebone or fins. They fucceeded very badly 

in 1622; but in 1623, the laft year of their union, they had good fuc- | 
cefs ; though they were not able to drive the Dutch away, who were 
fuperior in number of fhips, and had the prince of Orange’s com- 

miffion. 

The truce between Spain and Holland expiring this year, the later 
began hoftilities, by taking the town and port of St. Salvador in Brafil; 
and in their homeward voyage they took feveral Spanifh fhips. 

The Englifh at the Banda ifles were fo ill fupported by their friends 
at Bantam, that the Hollanders, collecting all their force, attacked them 
in the feveral iflands, feizing on their forts, artillery, and other effects ; 
burning fuch towns as made refiftance, and putting many of the natives 
to the fword. They are faid alfo to have imprifoned and otherwife 
cruelly ufed our company’s people ; and, in fhort, after acting other bar- 
barities, they drove the Englifh abfolutely from thence, compelling the 
natives to make a folemn furrender of their country to them. 

This is our Englifh company’s account. 

But the Dutch, in their own vindication (printed at Amfterdam 1622) 
allege, that as early as 1609, the natives, by a {pecial treaty, put them- 
felves under the protection of the {tates-general; who agreed to defend 


them againft the Portuguefe and their other enemies, on condition of 
at {tated prices: but that afterwards the Ban- 


receiving all their {pices a 
danefe broke thefe engagements, and committed feveral violences againft 


the Dutch, till the years 1616 and 1617, when this agreement was re- 
newed ; but was again foon after broken, by the inftigation of the 
Englith, who furnifhed them with provifions, ammunition, and fhips, 
till the year 1620, when peace between the Englifh and Dutch con- 
panies united their councils, for reducing the Bandanefe into terms of 
trade, for the common benefit of both companies. For, it feems, the 
people of Banda had-re-admitted fome Portuguefe to trade there: and _ 
when the Dutch came to attack the Bandanefe on that account, they 
were underhand fupported by the Englifh, contrary to the agreement } 
between the Englifh and Dutch ; whereby the later alone undertook 
the redu&tion of thofe ifles, for their .common benefit. So that the 
Wore, JE Qq ` 
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Dutch met with much difficulty in fubduing the Bandanefe, whi 
laft was effe&ed; and they were obliged to acknowlege the Mitet i 
ral for their fovereigns, as before mentioned. is Eene. 
The Englifh company replied to this, by recrimin 
tainly at this diftance of time it is by no means likely we thould be A 
to clear up the truth ; neither is it indeed worth our while to atte 
The judicious Mr. Munn [Difcourfe of Trade from Engl 
India, p. 17] fays, ‘ that of all Europe this nation drove t 
‘ fitable trade to Turkey, by reafon of the vaft quantities o 


< 


ations, &e 
er. 


ble 


Mpt } 
and to o 


he mof 
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tin, &c. which we exported thither; enough to purchafe all the Wares 
* we wanted in Turkey ; and in particular 300 great bales of Perfian ie 
‘ fik yearly: whereas a balance in money is paid by the other Nations 
‘ trading thither. Marfeilles fends yearly to Aleppo and Alexandria at 
* leaft L500,000 Sterling, and little or no wares *. Venice fends about 
< L400,000 Sterling yearly in money, and a great value in wares be. 
“ fide. The Low Countries fend about Ls50,000, and but little wares, 
* And Meffina L25,000 in ready money. Befides great quantities of 
* gold and dollars from Germany, Poland, Hungary, &e. And all thefe 
“nations take of the Turks, in return, great quantities of camblets, 
* grograms, raw filk, cotton wool and yarn, galls, flax, hemp, rice, hides, 
* fheeps wool, wax, corn,’ &c. 

What a fine account have we here of the Englifh trade to Turkey, in 
thofe days, and how different from the prefent time, when the French 
fo much go beyond us therein, and the-Dutch have fo much improved 
their own manufactures fent thither ? We would, however, hope that 


our trade thither is ftill profitable to us : 


3 at leaft, it is become now ab- 
folutely neceffary for our filk manufacture +, and for its drugs, dyeing 
ftuffs, &c. for our other manufactures, 


A very impolitic and unj 
teftant diffenters at this time 
England, much fooner 
effected. Robinfon, a B 
tired into Holland, to 
courts, and other fpiritual judicatures ; 
there, they fixed their 
which they reafonably hoped might alfo pr 


ther 
perfecuted proteftants. 


ove an afylum for all o ity 
Among thofe adventurers there were es 
ilies, “who, upon the fame motives, tle ae 
»to enable them to fettle in America; fuch as Wi A 
Bradford, Eíq. of Yorkthire 3 Captain Standifh of Lancathire ; Edw 


z he 
Winflow, Ef. of Worcefterfhire, &c. Sir Robert Naunton, one oft 


: 2 js county 
* France had not then entered into the woollen territories in India has now rendered pri do- 

manufacture. $ - ina great meafure independent of the ty, M 
+ The importation of raw filk from the Britith 


minions for the fupply of that raw, mates = 
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fecretaries of ftate, being a favourer of the puritans, was very aflifting 
herein, by obtaining the king’s patent for planting there: and accord- 
ingly, this year, they fettled at a place near Cape Cod, which they named 
New Plymouth, and by a formal inftrument declared themfelves fub- 
jets of the crown of England, and folemnly engaged themfelves to an 
abfolute fubmiffion to fuch laws and rules as fhould be eftablifhed for 
the good of the colony ; and they elected their own governor, for one 
year only. 

For fome years, however, they underwent confiderable hardfhips, and 
loft half of their number by ficknefs; yet, receiving annual fupplies of 
people from England, thereby, and by exchanging knives, feiflars, 
needles, &c. with the Indians for corn, and for furs, fifh, and fkins, 
which they fent home to England, they were enabled in five years time 


eo of 
i= 
= 


| to clear and cultivate as much land as produced corn enough, and to 
be | fpare, of their own growth. And the mad perfecution of the puritans’ 
res. $ in England by the fpiritual courts continuing, numbers of them, with 
5 of | their families and fortunes, from time to time, increafed this colony. 
ek Thus, out of the great evil of perfecution and ill-judged reftraints for 
ets, | confcience fake, have fprung up much good to the Britifh empire im 
les, | America. For by the great numbers of honeft and induftrious people 
re) driven into that wilderneds, with their effects, they were enabled to clear 
in| and cultivate a noble province in a fhort fpace, which otherwife might 
eh poffibly have remained to this day thin, weak, and defencelefs againft 
a the Indians and the French of Canada. Thofe new-comers obtained two 
t | patents of the Plymouth council, for poflefling the country of the 
Taal Maflachufet’s Bay, granted in 1627 and 1628, to Sir John Rofwell, Sir 
es | John Young, and fundry other gentlemen of character : in the year fol- 
o lowing, fix fhips went thither, carrying 350 paflengers and 115 head of 
cattle, befides goats, rabbits, &c. And thefe laft were fent by thofe 
W called the London adventurers; who, in the year 1630, fent ten fhips 
Me for the Maflachufet’s colony, with 200 paflengers, many of whom were 
OL -perfons of confiderable fafhion ; who, to avoid perfecution at home, 
i S chofe to fettle in that wildernefs: and yet, to their everlafting reproach, 
On an they were {carcely warm in that afylum, before they ran madly into 
ce | the crime, with which they had before juftly upbraided the prelatical 
Y party, by fetting on foot a cruel perfecution of their proteftant brethren 
er and fellow planters, for mere fpeculative, and moitly unintelligible, 
ry points; whereby, and by their nonfenfical and barbarous treatment of 
et poor old women, under the denomination of witches, they greatly ob- 
m i ftrudted the growth of a colony fo well begun, by cruelly putting to 
ia | death fome; and by driving out others, of the fobereft and belt of their 
he people! But, to the honour of the prefent generation be it recorded, 

that they are of a much more moderate and charitable difpofition, and z 

are univerfally afhamed of that wiolent fpirit of thcir forefathers. The P 
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colony is at this day the nobleft of all our North American cont; 
provinces. And, by their late agent Mr. Dummer’s account (in hig 
fence of the New England charters) they take off from Great Brita: 
the value of 300,000 annually in Britifh produat and manufac 
and by this time, very probably, our exports thither may 
ably increafed ; and will more efpecially greatly increafe by our pof: 

fion of the vaft country of Canada, and in confequence thereof, by ch 
colony’s freedom from the alarms and encroachments of the French = 
hind them. Sy ae JE 

The Virginia company went on fending fupplies of people anq h 
ceflaries thither from time to time, and now they fent no fewer hin 
1300 perfons. Laws began to be regularly enacted, and the county 
laid out in plantations: churches were built; and the face Of a well ye. 
gulated colony began to appear. Yet, in this fame year, in time of pro- 
found peace, the Indian natives had contrived a general maffacre, ang 
put it partly in execution, by murdering near 400 of the Englith; which 
barbarity was fufficiently revenged next year; after which the colony 
recovered itfelf: and the king fent thither ftores of artillery and am- 
munition from the tower of London. 

Petitions were prefented to parliament againft monopolies and pro- 
jets, particularly againft the patents for licencing inns and public-houfes, 
—For the fole making of gold and filver lace; a grievance the more in- 
tolerable, as the patentecs, Sir Giles Mompeflon, &c. made it (fays 
Wilfon) of copper and other fophifticated materials —For licencing ped- 
lars and petty chapmen.—For the fole drefling of arms.—For the fole 
making of playing cards, and tobacco pipes.—The fole exportation of 
lifts and fhreds, &c. 

At the expiration of the truce between Spain and Holland, the later, 
this year, erected a Weft-India company ; who, by patent, were em- 
powered to form colonies, ere@ forts, and make alliances, on the con- 
tinent and iflands of America. Their firft capital ftock was 7,200,000 
guilders, Phis company began with two moft towering projects, both 
which mifearried, viz. ı ft, to drive the Portuguefe out of Brafil; and, 2y; 
to attack Peru.. oe 

Spain being unable to crufh the Algerines, who at this time were for- 
midable in fhipping, and greatly infefted the Spanifh coafts, Count Gon- 
demar, ambaflador from Spain to King James, found means to cajole Si 
him into an undertaking for that purpofe, having before gained the lor 
admiral (the earl of Nottingham) and next the duke of Buekinghat 
his fucceffor. They flattered that king with the mighty glory of ne 
a congueft, and the benefits which the taking of that piratical Pan 
would bring to the commerce of England. Sir Robert Maunfell be 
therefor fent out with four fhips, of 40 cannon each ; I of 36, 1° ae 
4 of 20, and 1 of 18, all brafs cannon (fays Sir William Monlom 
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his Naval tracts) the biggeft thips being of 600 tons, and the fmalleft of 
160 tons, manned with 1500 men, befides 12 armed merchant hips, 
carrying in all 243 cannon and 1170 men, viz. 3 of 300 tons, 2 of 280, 
2 of 260, 2 of 200, 1 of 180, 1 of 130, andr of 100 tons, from 12 
to 26 guns, and from 50 to 120 men, per fhip. ; 

A {lender armament for fo great an undertaking; which alfo was badly 
executed. It feems they feafted and banqueted in harbour inftead of 
{couring the feas; whereby (fays Monfon) they loft the opportunity of 
deftroying the pirates. They however attempted to burn the fhips in 
the mole of Algiers; but it proved impracticable. And Mr. Burchet, 
in his Naval hiftory, obferves that in return for our vifit, our admiral’s 
back was fcarcely turned when thofe corfairs picked up near forty good 
fhips of ours, and infefted the Spanifh coafts with greater fury than ever: 
wherefor (adds Sir William Monfon) ‘ if thofe chriftian countries 
+ which lie oppofite to Algiers (viz. France and Spain) could never pre- 
‘ vail in their fundry attempts againft it, although their greater vici- 
‘ nity, and their having the conveniency to embark and tranfport an: 
‘ army without fufpicion or rumour, and of being fuccoured by the 
< ifles of Majorca and Minorca; what hope have we to prevail, who: 
‘ cannot fo fecretly furnifh an army and fleet but all the world muft ring 
< of it? And the warning given will be fufficient for a garrifoned town 
< of lefs force and fewer men than Algiers to prevent a furprize!’ To 
fay the truth, we are now wifer by experience, and are not unacquaint- 
ed with the fubftantial benefits we receive in our commerce, from thofe 
corfairs keeping peace with us, whilft they make war on other nations. 
And our polfeflion of Gibraltar, with our fhips of war ftationed.there,. 
will probably be ever fufficient to keep thofe of Algiers,. Sallee, Tunis,. 
and Tripoli, in conftant awe of us. 

In this fame year a fumptuary law pafied in the parliament of Scot-- 
land, whereby no perfons were to wear cloth of gold or filver, nor gold- 
and filver lace on their clothes, nor velvets, fatins, or other filk ftufts, 
except noblemen, their wives and children, lords of parliament, pre- 
lates, privy-counfellors, lords of manors, judges, magiftrates of principak 
towns, fuch as have 6000 marks (i.e. fomewhat more than L339 fter- 
ling) of yearly rent in money, or elfe fourfcore chalder of vidtual yearly,- 
heralds, trumpeters, and minftrets. And it was by this law farther 
enacted, that even thofe hereby permitted to wear filk apparel fhould’ 
have no embroidering nor lace on their clothes, except a plain lace of filk. 
on the feams and edges, with belts and hatbands embroidered with filk; 
and the faid filk apparel to be no way cut out upon other ituffs of filk,. 
except upon a fingle taffety. Foreign damafk, table-linen, cambrics, 
lawns, and tiffanies, were limited to the above qualified perfons, as were. 
alfo pearls and pretious ftones. Alfo the number of mourning fuits in’ 


great families was hereby limited: moreover, the fafhion of clothes- 
2: 
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“was not to be altered. Servants to have no filk on their Clothes 
cepting buttons and garters; and to wear-only cloth, fuftians, and a 
vas, and ftuffs of Scottifh manufadGiure. Hufbandmen and labourers of 
the ground to wear none but gray, blue, white, and felf-black cloth 
Scottifh manufacture. Neither wet nor dry confeGtions were to be yp 
at weddings, chriftenings, nor featts, except they be made of Scotti 
fruits. Alfo no clothes fhall be gilded with gold. [4G 2 5 of 23 fit] 
Fa. Vi This is probably the laft fumptuary law that ever will be ma i 
in Great Britain. Such reftraints do not fo well fuit a free, and more 
efpecially a commercial, country, wherein certain private follies and ey 
‘travagances prove often national advantages. 

This year Sir William Alexander, fecretary of ftate for Scotland, (af. 
terwards created earl of Stirling) obtained from King James a grant of 
a diftrié in America, between the 42d and 46th degrees of north lati- 
tude, to which the king had given the name of Nova Scotia, to be helq 
of the crown of Scotland: and in the year following, he and his part- 
ners fent out a number of people from Scotland with an intent to fettle 
there. It feems Sir Ferdinando Gorges, who then had the dire@ion of 
the New-England colonies, had advifed Sir William to this undertaking, 
But the Scottifh embarkation went no farther that year than New- 
foundland, where they wintered: and next year (1623) they did no 
more than furvey the coafts of Nova Scotia *, and returned home with- 
out forming any fettlement. 

The exclufive jurifdi@ion on the river Elbe, claimed by Hamburgh, 
induced King Chriftern IV of Denmark, to place fome {hips of war in 
that river: yet the emperor, having granted a charter to that city con- 
firming their claim, the court of Denmark erected a toll-houfe at Gluck- 
ftadt, where, by way of reprifal, they made all Hamburgh {hips pay the 
toll. This brought on open hoftilities, whereby that city was a great 


ex. 


fufferer ; and was, in the end, obliged to fubmit to King Chriftiern, to“ 


pay him 1,120,000 livres, and to drop their pretenfions. ; 
_A treaty of hereditary league was concluded between James I, king. 
of Great Britain, and his brother-in-law Chriftiern IV, king of Den- 
mark ; the commercial and nautical articles of which are the follow- 
ing: “ae 
Article IV) In cafe either prince be invaded, the other fhall fapply 
him with eight fhips of war, four of which to be of 1 50 or 200 tons ( lof- 
tarum nauticarum’), and to have 150 or 200 men, with 20 cannon 3? 


. : - s i r 
* They gave the name of Nova Caledonia to the tia, which, however, was not perfected till noe 
peninfula on the fouth-eaft fide of the bay of Fun- 162r. And fo foon as that year the ye to 
dy, and that of Nova Alexandria to the northern Nova Caledonia and Nova Alexandria ne once 
part. [ Heylin’s Cofmography, É: 1024.] As an have heen forgotten; at leat they are no King 
afliftance to Sir William Alexander in the fettle- mentioned in the very prolix charter ‘Gordon, 
ment of his colony, King James gave him a Scot- Charles I in that year to Sir Robert nd dos 
uth patent for advancing a number of gentlemen the firit of the baronets of « the kingdom an’ ™. 
to the hereditary dignity of baronets of Nova Sco- minion of Nova Scotia. M- 
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each fhip: the other four to be of 100 to 120 tons, with each 100 to 
120 men, and 16 pieces of cannon. Í 

XIII) The fubjećts of both contracting parties may freely refort with 
their merchandize to each others dominions, paying the ufual duties. _ 

XIV) Yet Britifh fubjects fhall not refort to fuch parts of the Danifh 
dominions as are prohibited by former treaties, (meaning Iceland, Weft- 
mony, and Wardhuys for fifhing) without the fpecial licence of his- 
Danith majefty. i 

XV) For {hips wrecked in either country liberty is granted to re- 
cover what they can thereof; and they may demand the affiftance of 
the other party, paying for it. [Fadera, V. xvii, p. 305.] 

King James obtained from the king of Denmark a further loan of 
190,000 dollars, at the low intereft of fix per cent, [Federa, V. xvii, p: 
315-] 

King James iffued a new proclamation againft eating flefh in lent, or on 
other fifh-days. The reafons now affigned for this injunction are, ‘ for the 
¢ maintenance of our navy and fhipping, a principal ftrength of this ifland, 
‘ and for the fparing and increafe of flefh vituals.” The magiftrates of 
London to examine upon oath the fervants of all innholders, victuallers;. _ 
cooks, alehoufe-keepers, taverners, &c. who fell victuals, concerning 
what flefh has been fold by them in lent, &c. and fhall oblige the maf- 
ters of thofe houfes to give fecurity not to fell flefh-meat in lent, &c. 
And he ftri€tly commands that none, of what quality foever, fhall eat 
flefh in lent, or on fifh-days, without a licence from the bifhop of the 
diocefe, or other perfons impowered to licence; and the like rules fhall- 
be obferved by magiftrates in other cities, and in the country, [Federa, 
77. xvii, p. 349.] Whether there was a real fearcity of flefh-meat, or it 
was only the humour of the king and his council, is not perhaps 
eafy to be determined ; though from other parts of his condué the later 
fhould feem moft probable, together with his laudable zeal for promot- 
ing the fifhery. 

1622.—In the following year King James commiffioned the lord 
keeper and others to colleét annually the names, qualities, and profeflions 
of all ftrangers-born (denizens or not denizens) now refiding in Eng- 
land. And as there be fundry laws in force for preventing aliens and 
{trangers-born from the ufe of handicrafts, and the making of manufac- 
tures in England, and from the liberty of felling by retail, and of buy- 
ing and felling native commodities, the faid laws are to be put in exe- 
cution. And our willis, that fuch ftrangers as ufe the trade of mer- 
chandize, and do not fell by retail, nor employ themfelves in buying 
and felling the native commodities of this kingdom, may, notwithftand- 
ing this our commiffion, continue to enjoy fuch liberties and freedoms 
as formerly they have enjoyed by the permuffion of us and our prede- 
ceflors. -Only, we will that every fuch merchant fhall pay to our ufe 
fuch annual acknowlegement, by way of quarterage, as by a {chedule. 
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under our hand we fhall dire@, or as our commiflioners fhal] fet q 
under their hands; that fo it may appear that they enjoy this freedone 
not by right, but of our mere grace and favour. Alfo that no ftran m, 
born, or born in England of parents-ftrangers, who have not ferved s 
apprenticefhip of at leaft feven years, fhall hereafter fell any Wares } 
retail, but only in grofs: nor fhall fell even in grofs at fairs or ane 
Kets, or out of the city or town where they dwell. And that fuch ftran. 
gers, at prefent fettled with their families in England, and who ufe any 
manual trade, or the making of our new draperies *, and who defire t 
continue here, may quietly fo do, provided they put themfelves under 
our royal protection: and whereas by the laws of this realm the 
ought not to work at all or ufe fuch trades, but, as fervants to the 
Englith, they fhall now inrol themfelves as fervants to ourfelves, 
our heirs, and fucceflors; whereby they may by law be freed and dif. 
charged from the danger and penalty of our laws. Yet, for the encou- 
ragement of all ftrangers to bring new and profitable trades and manu- 
factures into ufe here, every fuch ftranger inftruGing any of our na- 
tural-born fubjects therein, may ufe fuch trade for the fpace of ten years: 
but they fhall not at any one time keep above two foreign journeymen, 
nor retain any apprentice but by indenture for feven years. Yet our 
will is, that fuch of the French nation, who, by reafon of the late trou- 
bles in that kingdom, have taken refuge here, fhall be fhewn fuch fa- 
vour, beyond the proportion of other ftrangers, as. our commiflioners 
‘ihall think fit; if within a convenient time after thofe troubles fhall be 
overblown, they fhall return into their own country again. [Fædera, V. 
xvii, p. 372.] 

This commiffion was immediately followed by a proclamation againft 
the exportation of any gold or filver, either in coin or plate, jewels, 
gold{miths work, bullion, or other mafs. And ‘ for avoiding of all un- 
“ neceflary confumption of filver and gold within this realm, much 
' practifed of late by fome gold{miths and refiners, and by the manu- 
‘ facturers of gold and filver thread, no finer of gold and filver, nor 
“ parter thereof by fire or water, hall allay any fine filver or gold, 
£ nor fell the fame to any but to the mint and to goldfmiths. And all 
* gold and filver thread is hereby prohibited to be made-in this realm, 
of what kind foever: nor fhall any perfon either buy or fell any fuch 

gold and filver thread made in this realm. [Federa, V- xvii, p. 3761 
- Had the king abfolutely prohibited the importation and ufe of that 
manufacture in England, there would have been fome more confiftency 
in his condudt. Probably his aim was to increafé his revenue by the 
cuftom on imported gold and filver thread, though to the ruin of fo 
many of his own people: befides, goldfmiths work and jewels areas 


Ñ . . . ` s ts 

* This exemption was in favonr ofthe Walloons, evidently to colle@ a tax from foreign mero as 

who had introduced the new. drapery in the preced- and workmen ; a meafure equally arbitrary an $ 
ang reign. But thechiefobje& of the commiflion was politic in a commercial country. oe 
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much merchandize as any other commodity whatever, and therefor 
ought not to have been reftrained; and fo indeed are gold and filver in 
coin or bullion, in the judgment of the men in our days, though our 
laws prohibit the exporta:ion of our own coin. 

King James granted a commiffion to Sir William Heydon and Charles 
Glemham, Efq. to the following effe&t, viz. that he has been moved by 
fundry letters and meflages from the great mogul, to gratify him with 
fome choice arts and rarities which his dominions afford. Wherefor, 
he commiffions them to fail thither with two fhips, to advance the trade 
of his fubjeéts, as their own occafions {hall permit, or as they fhall be de- 
fired by the company of merchants of London trading to the Eaft- 
Indies, their factors or minifters; to govern the faid fhips, and the 
men therein; and to carry out and bring back fuch merchandize as 
fhall be judged proper, and be licenced; alfo to trade with the great 
mogul, or any other prince or potentate, between the Cape of Good 
Hope and the ftraits of Le Maire, &c. The faid two gentlemen are 
therein ftiled fervants of his fon the prince of Wales, and {pecially re- 
commended by him as properly qualified for this purpofe. [Fadera, V. 
xvii, $. 407.] 

King James, in a fpecial commiffion to many lords and gentlemen, con- 
cerning the decay of trade in England, reprefents that from the ge- 
neral complaints of our fubjeéts at home, as alfo by information from 
our minifters employed in parts beyond fea, it appears that the cloth of 
this kingdom hath of late years wanted that eftimation and vent in fo- 
reign parts which formerly it had; and that the wools of the kingdom 
are fallen much from their wonted values ; and trade in general fo far 
out of frame that the merchants and clothiers are greatly difcouraged ; 
fo that great numbers of people depending on them want work; the 
landlords fail in their rents, and farmers have not fo good means to pay 
their rents as heretofor they had; ourfelves alfo find the defects thereof, 
by the decay of our cuftoms and other duties; and in general the whole 
commonwealth fuffereth: fo, as it is high time to look into the caufe 
of this great decay of trade, and of the commodities of this our king- 
dom, and how to have fit remedies, &c.: wherefor the king directs 
them to inquire into the following points, viz. 

I) Why wool is fallen in price? What are the proper means to re- 
{tore it? 

Il) How to prevent the exportation of wool and woollen-yarn, fullers 
earth, and wood-afhes? How Irifh wool, not ufed at home, may be 
brought into England; and the like of Scottifh wool ? 

HI) How to reduce the many laws in being concerning the making 
of cloth (fome of which contradié each other) into one good general 
law ? 

IV) To inquire into the prices of dying ftuffs. 
Vou. I. ; Rr 
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V) Whether, by any of the orders, reftrictions, &c. of the com 
of merchant-adventurers of England, the prices of woollen cloth ay 
highly raifed beyond fea? ito a 

VI) How far companies or focieties of merchants may, or ma 
be, a cramp on trade, as many do allege? And how far joint-p 
companies are beneficial or otherwife? ock 

VII) How to remedy the prefent unufual {carcity of money? 

VIII) To inquire whether the balance of trade in general be no 
againft our nation, by the imports of merchandize exceeding our E 
ports; and how to remedy fuch an evil? Alfo`to confider the gain $ 
lofs that comes to our kingdom by the courfe of exchan S€ now ufèd h 
our merchants. 7 fe j 

1X) How we may improve our native commodities to the bef ad- 
vantage. oa 

X) To avoid vain and unprofitable returns (i. e. imports) of the com- 
modities of foreign countries in fuperfluities. | 

XI) For the better increafe of the wealth of the kingdom, and of the 
importation of coin and bullion from foreign parts, we would have you 
to confider what native commodities of this kingdom are of that necef. 
fary ufefulnefs to our neighbour nations that they may fitly return home | 
a proportion of coin and bullion for a fupply of treafure. 

XII) And, above other things, ferioufly and carefully confider by 
what good means our navy and the fhipping of this kingdom maybe | 
beft maintained and enlarged, and mariners bred up and increafed. 

And to this end, we require you to take into your mature confider- | 
ation and judgements thefe things following; which ourfelves conceive to 
be very good means to attain the end we efpecially aim at, as afore- 
faid, viz. 

Firft, and principally, that the herring fithery upon the feas and coafts 
appertaining to our own realms may be undertaken by our people for 
the common good: for the encouragement whereof we fhall be always 
ready to yield our beft affiftance. 

And to the end that the fhipping of other nations may not be em- 
ployed for importing foreign commodities whilf our own fhipping want 
employment, confider how our laws now ftand in force for prohibiting 
merchandize to be imported in foreign bottoms. 

_And farther, advife if it be n : 
ftill in force, which enjoin merchant-ftrangers (as well denizens as 2° 


: ; . on 
denizens) to employ the proceeds of the merchandize they import 
the native commodities of this realm, 


| 
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our own dominions may be fupplied in time of want, and yet, in time 
‘of plenty, the hufbandry of this realm may not be difcouraged. 
; Confider alfo, that whereas our Eaftland merchants did formerly load 


‘their fhips with undréffed hemp and’flat‘in great quantities, which fet 


great numbers of our people on work in drefling the fame, andiconvert- 


_ ing them into linen cloth; which kind of trade we under{tand is of late 
almoft’given over, by. bringing in Kemp and flax ready drefled, and that; 


for the moft part, by ftrangers. How may this be-redrefled ? , 
And becaufe the Eaft-India company have been mucli taxed by many 
for exporting the coin and treafure-of ‘this.realm, to furnifh theirtrade 


‘withal, or that which would otherwife have come in hither, for: the ufe 


‘of our fubje@ts; and that they do not return fuch merchandize. from 
India as doth recompenfe that lofs unto our kingdom; we authorize 
you to inquire and fearch whether that company do truely and juftly 
perform their.contraét with us concerning the exportation of money? 
And by what means that trade, which is fpecious in fhew, may really 
be made profitable to the public. 

And as much treafure is yearly {pent in linen cloth imported at dear 
rates; and for that, if the fifhery, fo much defired by us, be thoroughly 
tindertaken and our fhipping increafed, it will require a much greater 
produétion of hemp for cordage, &c. in the fifhery, which would fet an 
infinite number of our people on work. Confider how the fowing of 
hemp and flax may be encouraged. i 

Alfo how the cloth and ftuffs made of our own wools may be more 
generally worn by our own fubjedts. 

All which you fhall report and certify to the body of our privy coun- 
cil as foon as the feveral points fhall be duely confidered by you. 
[Fædera, V. xvii, p. 410.) 

With refpe& to the merits of this commiffion of inquiry, it may be 
proper to remark, that though in every age there have been, and pro- 
bably ever will be, caufelefs and groundlefs complaints of the decay of 
commerce, yet there feems at this time to have been fome real grounds 
for complaint: for, 1ft, the Hollanders had greatly improved their 
woollen manufactures, which now confiderably interfered with ours in 
foreign parts; 2dly, the hot difputes between the merchant-adven- 
turers company and our feparate traders and exporters of woollen cloth 
ran high at this time, and did real hurt alfo to the fale of that manufac- 
ture; 3dly, as we fhall prefently fee that the general balance of fo- 
reign trade went this year againft us, it is no wonder that there were 
complaints of the fearcity of money; 4thly, the Dutch had alfo at this 

time (as we have feen) vaftly increafed their herring and cod fithery, 


whilft our own people neglected it too much: no marvel therefore that. + 


our navy or fhipping was at this time fo much fhort of theirs. But with 
tefped to the exportation of wool and yarn e o ticle 2d, 
: _- «aE : 
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we have not been able to prevent it effectually, even to this day 
withftanding the feveral much feverer laws made againft that Pern ue 
‘practice fince thofe times. As for the query in article itt, why E 
-price of wool is fallen? that is anfwered already by the kino’ on 
plaint in his preamble, that our cloth is not fo much demanded beat 
fea as formerly: and furely the importing and ufing of Irifh and Be 
tih wool was not likely to make it rife in price! What relates to dys” 
ftuffs in article 4th feems a groundlefs, or at leaft a trifling 
and to the third we need fay nothing. As for the 6th ne 
feries of our work fufficiently enlarged on companies, With and wa” 
joint ftocks, and more efpecially on our Eaft-India company, i 
vocates in thofe times (as we have feen) feem to us fufficiently to have 
anfwered the main objections of their enemies; which is all that needs 
to be faid by way of anfwer to that article. The oth, 10th, Lith, and 
12th articles require no particular remark. The king’s defire to revive 
the obfolete.and impradticable law concerning merchant-ftrangers lay. 
ing out all their money on our own merchandize was injudicious: buyt 
our importing all our hemp and flax rough is very right ; and is fince his 
time almoft always practifed. In all our refearches we could never 
come at the report made by thofe conamiffioners to the privy-council *, 
The general balance of the commerce of England for the year ending 
at Chriftmas 1622, as exhibited by Mr. Miffelden, [Circle of commerce, 
Ê. 121, ed. 1623] was as follows. : 
‘ The total amount of exportations ( 


5 per cent on fuch goods as pay poundage, the impofts on bays, tin, 
‘ lead, and pewter, and the merchant’s profit of 1 5 per cent, together 
‘ with freight and petty charges) was — - L2,320,436 12 10 

‘ The total imports, (including Lo:,059 : 11: 7 cuf- 
toms, and 100,000 for fine run goods, &c.) 


including therein the cuftom at 


t 


: 2,619,315 © 0 


———— 
—— 


‘ Balance loft to England this year by foreign com- f 
merce = 5 = 298,878 7 2 


; 5 
ate author gives us alfo the total amount of the cal 
outward and inward, for the year 1622, viz. 1168,222 


This accur 
of England, 
5/1 F}. 

De Witt (in his Intereft of H 
for preventing difturbance in th 


oa . : Rett P i m 
* As the king exprefles his intention that this afcertain the exaG balance of the national com 
Should be a ftanding commiffion, 


3 £e P. 41t, col. As the cuftoms of Engeland in. the year 1613, 47 
2] it may be confidered as the sat pee of ready inferted, alfo rea Miffelden) were we 
the board of trade. M. under the colle@ion of this year, it va King 

+ The rule for computing the amount of the not on a comparifon of thofe two see of in- 
exports and imports was then to multiply the cuf James, in the preamble to his commie Sepi 
toms paid on either by twenty ; which muft have quiry, founded his complaint of the decay 
been very inaccurate, a ; 


z S probably every method cuftoms, 
will ever prove whereby any one may pretend to 


olland) acquaints us, that the Doles 
cir whale fifhery, now ereéted an ex 


fi 
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five company for it; who, by their own power and ftrength, might pro- 
tect their filhery; which, however, was laid open to all the inhabitants 
of the feven provinces in the year 1643, when neither the Englifh 
(who were engaged in a civil war) nor the Danes, by reafon of the in- 
creafing power of the Swedes, were able to hurt them. But upon the 
breaking out of the fecond war with England, the Dutch could neither 
{pare their fhips. of war nor mariners to protect the great number of 
their Greenland fhips; and therefor the ftates prohibited their fubjects 
from fifhing thereat all. 

King James, who ftill had the propagation of the filk worm much at 
heart, now earneftly exhorted the Virginia company to fet about the 
cultivation of mulberry treés for that purpofe, and alfo the planting of 
vineyards, fending thither printed inftrudtions for thofe ends. The earl 
of Southampton alfo, as prefident of that company, requefted the go- 
vernor and council to diftribute copies of thofe inftructions all over the 
colony. 

The Englith Eaft-India company now affifted Schah Abbas, king of 
Perfia, to take the famous town and ifland of Ormus from the. Portu- 
guefe; for which great fervice they had half the booty, and had certain 
‘Immunities alfo granted to them, as particularly, to keep the caftle of Or- 
mus, foon after broken through, and to enjoy half the cuftoms of Gom- 
broon, to which the commerce of Ormus was removed, though till then 
only an inconfiderable village; which benefits, valued at L40,000 a- 
year, fome fay, the company enjoyed for fifty years following, and re- 
linquifhed upon the commencement of war between Perfia and the mo- 
gul, for a certain allowance of L3000 yearly; long fince probably in 
difufe. The Portuguefe re noved thereupon to Mofchat, in the Perfian . 
‘gulf, on the eant coaft of Arabia, which they fortified and foon 
brought to be a place-of great traffic, till they were driven thence by 
_the princes of that country; fo that Mofchat is now a decayed place. 

King James again commanded all lords fpiritual and temporal, (privy 
councellors, and the fervants of the king’s and prince’s houfeholds ex- 
cepted) and all gentlemen who have feats in the country, forthwith to 
léave London, and to attend their fervice in the feveral counties, to ce- 
lebrate the approaching feaft of Chriftmas, and keep hofpitality there ; 
which, adds this arbitrary king, is now the more needful, as this is a 
time of fcarcity and dearth. Andina fecond proclamation he enjoins 
them not only to remain at their feats in the Chriftmas time, but al- 
ways, till his further pleafure be known: alfo that widows of diftinétion 
be included in this order;-and that fuch lords and gentlemen as may ~ 
have law bufinefs in London do leave their families in the country, [Fæ 
dera, V. xvii, pp. 417, 428, and alfo 466.] — ‘ 

The Englith Eaft-India company had at this time poffeffion of none 
of the {pice iflands, excepting Amboyna, where they had been fettled: 
for about two years paft. It had been agreed between the two. com- 
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panies, that the Dutch fhould have two thirds, and the Englith c 
one third part of its cloves, it being almoft the’ only ifland.y 
that fort of {pice. But at the clofe of this year our people we 
from this ifland in a moft tragical manner. Whether Captain To 
fon, and the reft of our factory there, had really formed a a ee 
as the Dutch allege, to feize the caftle, and to expell the Dutch am 
the ifland, does not at all appear certain from the evidences Produces 
And even granting that it had been plainly made out, yet their batby 
rous racking and tormenting our people to extort a confeflion of it i 
moft inhuman, and rather argued a fettled defign to get rid of the Eh 5 
lifh at any rate! Itis, howevér, a moft difagreeable fubje& to ta 
on; let it therefor fuffice briefly to obferve, that ten of our People lof 
their lives thereby, and the reft were fent away to the next Englith fe. 
tlement. So the Dutch had now the fole poffeffion of all the {rich 
iflands. Our company made heavy and juft complaints of that barbari- 
ty, yet no violence was offered to the Dutch company on that accoy 
Nor any reparation made to our company till the year 1654. 
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In an agreement between King James and two contractors for vidual 


ling the royal navy, we fee the kind of provifions allowed to the failors, 
viz. 

Every man’s dayly allowance was one pound of bifcuit, one gallon of 
beer, two pounds of beef with falt four days in the week ; or elfe inftead 
of beef for two of thofe four days, one pound of bacon or pork, and 
one pint of peafe, ‘ as heretofore hath been ufed and accuftomed:’ and 
for the other three days of the week, one quarter of a ftockfith, half a 
quarter of a pound of butter, and a quarter of a pound of cheefe. Sav- 
ing for the Friday, to have the quantity of fifth, butter, and cheefe, but 
for one meal; or elfe, inftead of ftockfith, fuch quantity of other filh 
or herrings as the time of the year fhall afford. 

The purfers to be paid by the contradtors for neceflaries, as wood, 
candles, difhes, cans, lanthorns, &c. viz. in fervice, at fea, 6d for every 
man per month, and, in harbour, 12d; and 2f to every fhip for lading 
charges by the month. 

The contraGors to have the ufe of all his majefty’s brew-houfes, bake- 
houfes, mills, and other ftore-houfes, as well at Towerhill as at Dovel: 
pee and Rochefter *, paying the fame rent as former contracto!s 
paid. 

The allowance to the contractor 
bour 724, and at fea 8d per day. vee 

Sir Allen Apfley and Sir Sampfon Darrell, the contraétors, joe 
by to’ enjoy during life the title and office of general purveyors OF 
victuals of his majefty’s navy. [Federa, V. xvii, p- 441.] 
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s was, for every man’s victuals 1D 


a Thefe were Probably all the ports for victualling the navy at that time- 
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In this year Gerard Malynes publifhed his book intitled, Lex mercato- 
ria, in folio. He ftates the quantity of woollen goods of all forts, broad 
and narrow, long and fhort, made yearly in all England, to be 250,000 


pieces or cloths, befide the new draperies called perpetuanas, &c. Yet ` 


he is fo incorrect and fo wide from probability in other matters, that 
there is no depending on him; for inftance, he reckons the number 
of people in England to be 16,800,000, and in Scotland 9,000,000 ; 
in Ireland 5,500 parifhes ; and in France 22,000,000 of people. 

At this time a controverfy arofe, in print, between Malynes (who was 
a Netherlander, and had been much employed by King James in mer- 
cantile and money matters, and Edward Miflelden, Efq. an eminent 
merchant of London, concerning the balance of commerce running 
againft us, as before ftated, and for redrefling the fcarcity of money, 
then much complained of. 

Malynes propofed, as the means of keeping our money at home, to 
alter the eourfe of exchange by authority ; a wild and injudicious fancy : 
as if foreigners beyond fea would be directed, againft their own intereft, 
to regard any fuch laws made in England. This was in his work inti- 
tled, the Canker of England’s commonwealth, dedicated to Sir Robert 
Cecil fecretary of ftate; and in his treatife which he called his Little fith 
and great whale. Mr. Miflelden, in a piece intitled Free trade, or the 
means to make trade flourifh, [r2mo, 1622] difplayed the folly of com- 
pulfion in fuch matters; and more fully in a quarto treatife in 1623, 
which he called the Circle of commerce ; wherein, and in another in- 
titled Free trade,. he explained the bufinefs of mercantile exchange as it 
is underftood at this day, and the weaknefs of attempting to regulate 
by public authority what is governed by our imports and exports, by 
the greater or lefs demand for money at home and beyond fea, by wars,. 


.famines, peftilences, and by other accidental caufes; all which render 


it impoffible to regulate exchanges by authoritative means in dealings 
with other nations. For though it may be true (as Malynes alleged): 
that the undervaluing of our own monies, in comparifon with the mo- 
nies of foreign nations, may contribute fomewhat to the overbalance, 
or to the exchange going againft us, yet the principal caufe will ever be 
found to be, the greater value of our importation of foreign goods than. 
ef our own merchandize exported. This Malynes would not admit, but 
obftinately infifted that exchange abfolutely over-rules all money and mer- 
chandize; and that a royal proclamation for raifing the value of our money 
equal to, or rather higher than, foreign monies, would effectually turn 
the exchange, and alfo'the balance of trade, in our favour.. Malynes alfo 
furioufly attacked Mr. Miffelden’s laft treatife in one he named the 
Centre of the circle of commerce. Miffelden, upon the whole, bas plain- 
ly the advantage of his conceited antagonift; and judicioufly treats of 


the true caufes of the general balance of trade, then fuppofed to be run- 
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ning againft us, viz. the confumption of unneceflary foreign wares ` 
mere luxury ; the lofs of our Eaft-India ftock by the violences s for 
Dutch company , piracies of the Barbary rovers; the wars of Eur the 
the neglect of the fifhery ; the new improvements of other nation e; 
manufaćtures; the decay of our own draperies, &c. His Free trade on 
reprinted in 1651, and is well worth a perufal even at this day *, T 
judicious Mr. Munn, in his treatife intitled England’s treafure by fore; i 
trade, in 1664, (p. 103) has the following juft remark, viz, € in oa 
* therefor has Gerard Malynes laboured fo long, and in fo many ona 
ed books, to make the world believe that the undervaluing of bie 
money in exchange does exhauft our treafure, which is a mere fallacy 
of the caufe, attributing that to a fecondary means whofe effeds are 
wrought by another principal efficient, and would alfo come to pa 
although the faid fecondary means were not at all. As vainly alfo hath 
he propounded a remedy, by keeping the price of exchange by bills 
at the par pro pari, by public authority, which were a new found of. 
fice, without example in any part of the world, being not only fruit. 
lefs but alfo hurtful.’ Thefe treatifes are long fince out of print, and 
are become fcarce, which has made the particular mention of them the 
more neceflary. 

We fhall clofe this year with obferving, that, by the induftry of the 
Englifh Ruffia, Eaft-India, and merchant-adventurers, companies, and 
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their building many ftout fhips, the commerce of the Hanfe towns was - 


now greatly decayed, more efpecially thofe ports on the fouth fhores of 
the Baltic fea ; and their antient {plendour and influence much abated. 
The French kings, Louis XI, Charles VIII, Louis XII, and Francis l, 
had beftowed great privileges on them. The Emperor Charles V had 
grêat loans of money from them; and King Henry III of England in- 
corporated them at London as a trading gild, in acknowlegement of 
their affiftance in his naval wars, and alfo for money they had lent 
him. But what availed all thefe confiderations under their now gene 
ral declenfion ? 

1623.—A new proclamation by King James, in the ftile of his forme! 
ones, prohibited eating flefh in lent, and on other fith days; ‘for ti 
* maintenance of the navy and fhipping, a principal ftreneth of this 


¢ 


ifland ; and for the fparing and increafe of fleth viGuals.’ [Faderé, y. 
xvii, 7. 447] ; ee 

The king gave a grant to the Eaft-India company, impowering ne 
prefidents and councils in India, or their council of defence there, 
punith all crimes committed on land in India, either by martial of 
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* Mauch acrimony appeared in this difpute, and Greeks and Romans, with now and there 
alfo an affeGation, in imitation of the king’s pe- brew fentence, for the greater edification 


gantry, of giving quotations from Greek and Ro- readers. 
man authors upon points utterly unknown to the 
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common law, as the feveral cafes may require; fo as every criminal be 
tried by a jury of twelve men. In this grant the king recites one, of 
the 13th year of his reign, which impowered this company to punifh of- 
fences committed in their fhips whilft at fea. [Fadera, V. xvii, p. 450.] 

The king, by a new proclamation, obliged perfons of quality and land 
eftates to withdraw to their country feats, in order to promote hofpita- 
lity, &c. [Fædera, V. xvii, p. 466.] 8 

Complaints being made by foreign princes, as well as by the merch- 
ants of England, that fundry of our merchants, for their particular ‘pro- 
fit, fupplied the rovers of Algiers and Tunis with ammunition and mi- 
litary weapons, and alfo with provifions, whereby they were enabled to 
difturb our own commerce,’ as well as that of other chriftian nations, 
King James ftri&tly prohibited his fubje@s from fupplying thofe rovers 
with any of the ‘ faid particulars.’ [Federa, V. xvii, p. 483.] 

The adventurers in the Virginia and Somer-ifles companies, by pe- 
tition to the king, reprefented the mifmanagements of the faid two co- 
Jonies, whereby their profperity was retarded ; the king thereupon iffu- 
ed a commiffion to the lord chief-juftice Jones, and others, for taking 
into their confideration all letters-patent, commiffions, orders, &c. re- 
lating to thofe two colonies. They were alfo impowered to inquire in- 
to all fums of money, levied either by the contributions of adventurers, 
or by voluntary gifts, bequefts, lotteries, collections, and adventures, or 
in magazines, &c. for the furtherance of the faid plantations ; and how 
the fame have been expended : ‘alfo what laws and orders the faid colo- 
nies have made, contrary to the royal charters; and into any frauds and 
other mifmanagements which may have caufed the hinderance of their 
profperity. And, laftly, to lay down methods for redreffing fuch griev- 
ances, and reftoring the profperity of the colonies. [Fædera, V. xvii, 
p- 490.] weg 

The firft exclufive term of the Dutch Eaft-India company expiring in 
March 1623, the ftates-general granted a farther term of twenty-one 
years longer, after which, their commerce flourifhed and increafed fo 
much that they enlarged the number of their fhips every year. 

In a treaty between King James and Michael Feodorowitz, czar of 


` Mufcovy, the articles relating to commerce are in fubftance as follows, 


viz. ; 
If, under colour of commerce, any merchants or others fhall carry 
warlike ammunition to the enemy of either party, it fhall not be im- 
puted to the princes of either fide as any breach of friendfhip ; but the 
party offending fhall take the peril upon his own head. 
All fuch privileges and grants for freedom of commerce, as by treaties 
have been granted to the Englifh merchants by his renowned majefty ot 
all Ruffia, and his noble progenitors, fhall remain in full force. And, 
by sp of this alliance, the fubjects of both Pure may, by fea and 
ou. II. Ss 
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on the 


part 
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lowed to trade into the dominions of Ruffia, by the licence of i z 
r io. 


and'to be granted hereafter, to the Englifh merchants by his r ranteq 


majefty of all Ruffia, and the right reverend great lord and hola 
arch of all Ruffia; and on the part of the fubjects of the czar of i 


© trade into 


And fuch Enghith fubje&s trading to Ruffia, and Ruffia fubjeas trag 
ing to England, without fuch licences from their refpećtive fovere; i 
a be feized and delivered up to the refpective agents of each ni 
ion. 

The merchants in both countries fhall be protected from all Injuries 
and have equal juftice done them as the native fubjects have. - 

Perfons guilty of death fhall not fufter death, nor be put to the tor- 
ture, till an anfwer from their refpedtive fovereigns fhall be received 
concerning them. 

The merchants in either country fhalk not be difturbed Qn account of 
difference in religion. 

Ambafladors, meflengers, and pofts, and merchants going along with 
them, of both the contracting parties, fhall freely and fately pafs and 
repafs in all parts of both countries, with their attendants, goods, -&c, 
And if either prince fhall have occafion to fend fuch into other coun- 
tries, through the countries of the other contracting parties; viz. into 
Germany, France, Spain, Denmark, Sweden, and Netherland, or unto 
and from Perfia, Turkey, and other parts of the Eaft not in open hof 
tility with either party ; they fhall freely pafs, with all their goods and 
people, and have due convoy by land and water. And in cafe of death 
on their journey, their goods fhall be fafely kept for thofe who fhall 
have a right to them. 

3 In cafe of fhipwreck on the coafts of either prince, the goods fhall be 
faved for the benefit of the owners. [Federa, V. xvii, p. 504-] a 
_ King James now iflued a proclamation, wherein he obferves, that k 
times of dearth, the poorer fort of his people are pinched with the a 
want and dear prices of corn. That the treafure of the kingdom alfo, r 
thofe times, is much exhaufted, in providing corn from foreign ee 
And, on the contrary, in times of plenty, the farmers, by the low P 


„ces of corn, are hardly able to fupport their neceflary hareen g 


their:rents. And forefeeing, as well by reafon as by examp 
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nations, that fuch things may not only in fome good meafure be reme- 


died, but alfo the increafe of tillage may be procured, and the better 
vending of our native commodities, ftrength to our fhipping, and the 
breeding of many mariners, by erecting magazines of corn, which, in 
times of fcarcity, may ferve to keep down the price of foreign corn, and 
in times of plenty may keep up the price of ur home corn, at fuch 
reafonable rates as will well maintain the hufbandman’s labour and hold 
up the gentlemen’s rents,—upon deliberate advice with the privy coun- 
cil, he ordained, 

That magazines of corn might be erected by fuch merchants and 
others as fhould be willing to adventure therein, in London, Dover, Portf- 
mouth, Southampton, Briftol, Exeter, Plymouth, Ipfwich, Lynn, Yar- 
mouth, Hull, York, Newcaftle, Chefter, Liverpool, and Haverfordwetft, 
and in all the fhire towns of this realm. 

And to the intent that thofe magazines might be ftored with corn, he 
declared, that any of-his fubjeéts might import corn for them from foreign 
parts, in fuch quantities as they fhould think fit, paying only the cu 


toms and fubfidies of the prefent book of rates. And any perfon might | 


buy and ftore up in the magazines whatever quantity of Englifh corn 
he thought proper, when the average price of Englifh wheat was under 
23/ per quarter, Englifh rye under 18/, and Englifh barley under 16/ 
in the counties where the fame fhould be bought. 

And for the better encouragement of fuch as fhould adventure in 
the magazines, fuch foreign corn as fhould be thither brought, might 
be freely re-exported into foreign parts beyond the fea in amity with 
us, fo as at the time of fuch tranfportation the ufual price of Englifh 
corn in the three next adjacent counties to the magazines whence fuch 
tranfportation fhould. be, did not exceed 4o/ the quarter for wheat, 
26/8 for rye, and 20/for barley. But when the prices for Englifh corn 
were higher, then all foreign corn fhould be kept'in the magazines, to 
be fold only within this realm, for the provifion of the fame. 

And when Englith corn fhould be under 32/ the quarter of wheat, 
18/rye, and 16/ barley, then no foreign corn thould be fold within this 
realm for any other purpofe but to be ftored in the magazines, or to be 
tran{ported beyond fea, paying the due cuftoms and fubfidies for the 
Englith corn ; that the price of Englifh corn might be held up for the 
benefit of the farmer, and that fuch corn fo to be tranfported might 
ep a proportion of coin, for replenifhing the trealure of this king 

om, i 

Upon re-exportation of thè foreign corn no duties were to be paid, 
and the exporter of fuch foreign corn was to make oath that it did not 
grow inthis realm. [Fædera, V. xvii, p. 529.) 

This plaufible {cheme however did not take pecs, 

> i S 2 - 4 
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Magazines of corn at Dantzick and Amifterdam have been founne 
tremely ufeful and profitable to thofe two cities; though 
might not anfwer fo well in England. At leaft fuch a {cheme 
we have juft been reciting muft undergo “a: ftri@er ex 
receive many improvements, before it could: be reduc 
our days. ; 

In this year Malynes (in his Centre of the circle of com 
ten by way of anfwer to Miffelden’s Circle of commerce 
prices of Eaft-India merchandize both there and here, vi 


ed to prag 


merce, : Writs 
) gives US the 


Ge 


In India, Pepper per pound weight, 25d. In England, 20g Or 8 toy 
loves, - gd. - 5/or 62 to, 

Nutmegs, - 4d. - 3/ Or 9 to, 

Mace, = 8d. = Sf or 9 tor 

Indigo, = I/2. = 5for 4s to 

Raw filk, $ = 8/: = 20for at toy 


The Dutch Weft-India company now met with fo much good luck 
in taking Spanifh prizes, that they rafhly made a dividend of 2 5 per cent 
to their proprietors. Puffendorf juftly obferves, that they ruined them- 
felves by making fuch large ‘dividends, and by being more eager for 
conquefts than for commerce. 

1624.—Though the great complaints againft monopolies had obliged 
King James to revoke them all by proclamation in the year 1610, that 
king and his minifters, ever in want of money, fuffered themfelves to 
be drawn into new ones afterwards. But in the year 1624, much 
louder complaints were made againft them than ever, which produeed 
an act of parliament, < whereby all monopolies, and al] commuffions, 
grants, licences, and charters, formerly made or granted, or which 

fhould hereafter be granted, either to perfons or corporations, for the 
fole buying, felling, making, working, or ufing of any thing, were 
made void. And alfo the power to difpenfe with any others, or 


of any law or ftatute ; or to compound with any others for any pend- 
ty or forfeitures limited by any ftatute: alfo, all proclamations, inhib! 
tons, reftraints, w 

way tending to inftitute, further, 


re de- 
or countenance the fame, were 
clared to be altogether 


contrary to the laws of this realm, void : 

monopolies were henceforth to be tried ae 
n law of this realm, and not otherwile. - E 

: to ufe any monopoly; and perfons agen 
thereby might recover triple damages and double cofts. ExceP a 

e king might ftill grant for 14 years r, 
more, for „Dew invented manufastures or arts, never practiied be et 
and got being mifchievous to the ftate, by railing the prices of ¢ 
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modities at home, or the hurt’ of trade. Saving alfo to the city of 
London, and other cities and towns corporate, their charters concern- 
ing any cuftoms ufed within them, or to any corporations, companies, 
or fellowfhips of any art, or of any company of merchants erected for 
the maintenance and enlargement of commerce. Nor did this act ex- 
tend to charters for printing; or for making faltpetre, gunpowder, can- 
non, cannon-bullets, or alum; nor to Sir Robert Maunfell’s patent for 

making glafs ; nor to a patent for making fmalt ; nor to another for 

{melting iron with pit-coal, granted to Edward Lord Digby.’ [21 Fac. J, 

c. 3] - 

By another ftatute, it was enacted, that whereas the price of the value 
of lands and of other commodities of England was much abated; and 
that notwithftanding the intereft on the loan of money continued at fo 
high a rate as ten pounds in the hundred pounds for a year, no perfon 
after the 24th of June 1625, fhould directly or indire¢tly take for the 
loan of any monies, wares, or merchandize, &c. above the value of L8 
for the forbearance of Ltoo for a year. And all bonds, contracts, and 
affurances, made after the time aforefaid, for any ufury above the rates 
of L8 per cent, were declared void. And whoever fhould take more, 
by means of any corrupt bargain, loan, exchange, chevifance, fhift, or 
intereft of any wares, merchandize, &c. or by any covin, engine, or 
deceitful conveyance, for the forbearing of money, or other thing what- 
foever; than eight per cent, fhould forfeit triple the value of the mo- 
ney, &c. fo lent. Scriveners, brokers, folicitors, and drivers of bar- 
gains for contraéts and loans, who fhould direétly or indirectly take for 
negociating any fuch loan, over and above the rate of five fhillings for 
ever Lioo, or above twelvepence for making the bond, fhall forfeit 
L20, and be imprifoned for fix months. This act to continue for feven 
years. (Now follows what is fhameful to appear in any ftatute-book, 
after what has been juft enacted.) Provided, that no words in this law 
contained fhall be conftrued or expounded to allow the practice of ufury 
in point of religion or confcience! [21 Fac. I, c. 17.3 ; 

Sir Thomas Culpeper, a member of parliament, was” greatly inftru- 
mental in obtaining this reduction : he laid before the houfe of com- 


mons a treatife, which he publifhed in the year 1623, againft the high. 


rate of intereft, which his fon Sir Thomas reprinted in 1668, with in- 
tent to get intereft brought lower, after being reduced to 6 per cent. 
The: later obferves that this act pafled with all oppofition imaginable 3 
it being an untrodden path, and therefor to be hewn out by dint of 
reafon. At its pafling, a zealous oppofer of it defired it might be remem 
bered that he had foretold the inconveniencies that would enfue. In 
an{wer to which, Sir Thomas Culpeper alfo: defired it might be remem- 
bered that he had prophefied many happy effects from it; to the king, 
in the improvement of his cuftoms ; to the landlord, in the advance of 
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his rents, and value of his inheritance; to the merchant, in 
nefs of his trade and benefit of his returns ; to th 
eafe of his condition, &c. Hereupon Sir Jofiah Chil 
on trade (publifhed in 1670), remarks, that in th 
was but ten years after paffing this law, there were a 

be found on the exchange, worth Lrooo and upwards, than vA K 
fore the year 1600 to be found worth Lioo. That before thi, at & 
tion of intereft, the current price of lands was 12 years purchafe te 
foon after rofe confiderably higher. That the lowering of inte x ich 
ables the landlord to improve his eftate, and thereby - 


raife 
that it enables merchants. to increafe forejen trade, wher 


e borrower, A 
d, in his Di Courg 
e year 16 55 wh; € 
more mercha wth 


his Tents. 
d 


eb 
manufacturers and artificers will be increafed, as alfo our ftock a ie 
ufeful people ; and the poor will be employed *. 

In the book, intitled, Cabala, or Myfteries of ftate, we find a letter 
from Sir Walter Afton, then the Englith ambaflador in Spain, to Lord 
Conway, fecretary of ftate, giving advice that three Scottith thips with 
their cargoes, were confifcatedat Malaga, for bringing thither certain Dutch 
commodities. Which we here take notice of, as fuch a. precedent may 
poflibly be of ufe hereafter, in difputes concerning contraband mer- 


chandize ; and to fhow that the Scots had fome commerce in the Medi- 
terranean. 


As the making of rivers nav 
we muft note, that an a@ of 
ing the Thames navigable for 
village of Bercot, feven miles b 
conveyance of Oxford freeftone 
other neceflaries from London t 
only by land-carriage; whereb 
[21 Fac. I, c. 32.] It is fom 
this a& takes notice, that the r 
city of Oxford, was already n 
alfo from Bercot to London 
Tiver to be made navigable, 
c. 20] did not anfw 


parliament was now pafled for mak- 
barges, lighters, and boats, from the 
clow Oxford, up to that city, for. the 
by water to London, and of coals and 
o Oxford, now coming at a dear rate, 
y the roads were become exceeding bad. 
ewhat remarkable, that the preamble of 
iver Thames, for many miles beyond F 
avigable for fuch barges, lighters, &c. A 
- So here was only feven miles of ra 
And that whereas a former act [3 ae 
er the end, viz. for clearing the paflage by 
ford, and beyond, it was therefor hereby rept 
By an aét of parliament for granting the king three entire {ubf ae 
and three fifteenths, and three tenths, for making war againft spa 
there was a referve of Ly 8,000 out of this grant for the relief of decay 
ed cities and towns. [21 Fac. I, c. 34.] and 
This old way of granting fupplies to the crown by fifteenths . 
tenths, has puzzled our modern antiquaries, who feem ‘utterly at 4 
* In this a@ the 


; x 5 thoug 
s word tnterefl is for the firit time ufed for the forbearance of money, 
word ufury is alfo therein “etained as a fynonymous term. ; 
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at this day to afcertain the exact manner of levying them, though fo 
late as this year. And this is the laft time that we find mention of that 
way of granting aids to the crown. This we alfo conceive to be the 
laft time that money was in this manner beftowed on decayed cities and 
towns. 

Cardinal Richlieu entered this year upon his miniftry in France, and 
fucceeded but too well in his great projects of depreffing the grandees 
and the proteftants at home; of reducing the fuperiority of the two 
branches of the houfe of Auftria, and of advancing the commerce, ma- 
nufa@ures, and maritime ftrength of France; whilft he lulled afleep 
the only two potentates of Europe who had it in their power to put a 
check to fuch towering and dangerous fchemes. 

It was now that the Dutch firft invaded Brazil, of which we fhall fee 
they held a confiderable part for 30 years after. 

Tt was now enacted [21 Fac. I, c. 28] that when wheat is not above 
Li:12 per quarter, rye 20/, peafe, beans, barley, and malt, 16/, at the 
port whither they are brought to be exported, they may then be ex- 
ported. i 

The Englifh Eaft-India company having loaded four fhips and two 
pinnaces for India, the duke of Buckingham, lord high admiral, know- 
ing that they muft lofe their voyage unlefs they failed by a certain 
time, extorted from the company Lro,ooo for liberty to fail for India. 
his was one of the articles of his impeachment, in the year 1626. 
The duke, in his defence, alleged, that as the company had taken many ~ 
rich prizes from the Portuguefe in India, and particularly at Ormus, a 
large part thereof was legally due to the king, and alfo to himfelf as 
lord-admiral ; and that the faid L10,000 was the company’s compofi- 
tion and agreement, inftead of 115,000, which the law would have 
given againft them: and that, moreover, the whole fum, excepting only 
L200, was applied by the king for the fervice of the navy. 

It was in the reign of King James J, that the Dutch began the ma- 
nufature of fine woollen cloths, and thereby interfered with the Eng- 
lifh cloth trade in the Netherlands and elfewhere, mfomuch, that in 


` the laft year of this king’s reign, a certificate was given into the parlia- 


ent of 25,000 cloths having in that year been manufactured in Hol- 
land. Whereupon the houfe of commons refolved, that the merchant- 
adventurers company’s fetting impofts upon our cloths was a grievance, 
and ought not to be continued ; and that all other merchants, as well 
as that company, might tranfport every where northern and weftern 
dozens, kerfies, and new draperies: alfo that other merchants, befide 
the merchant-adventurers company, might frecly trade with dyed and 
drefféd cloths, and all forts of coloured cloths, into Germany and the 


Low countries. 
2 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangottri Initiative 


ES 


Fios 


i 


———_. 2 


328 A. D. 1624. N 


The king renewed his prohibition of the manufacture con 
filver thread, gold and filver foliate (leaf), purles, oes fpanplee 
tending to the confumption of the coin and bullion of this k 
dom. And having granted a charter of Incorporation to the bogs 
afliftants, and commonalty of gold-wire drawers of London Th | 
hoped, by reducing thofe trades under order and government, “to dq 
the unneceflary wafte of coin and bullion. But ha ull 
derftood, as well by the complaint of his commons In the late fe a 
parliament, as upon examination by the lords of the Council, that a 
only the faid corporation (which was thereupon revoked and declared 
to be void), but alfo the faid manufactures, are unfit to be continued 
&e. [Federa, V. xvii, p- 605.] ; 

King James, by proclamation, once more confirmed all his former 
injunctions againft ere@ing buildings on new foundations in London 
and its fuburbs. [Fadera, V. xvii, p. 608.] 

We have a pretty diftin@ view of the condition of the Colony of 
Virginia, ina commiflion from King James to many lords and gentle. 
men, as follows, viz. we having, by letters-patent, of the fi 


ourth year 
of our reign, granted power to divers knights, gentlemen, and others, 
for the more fpeedy accomplifhment of the plantation of Virginia, that. 


they thould divide themfelves into two colonies: the one to confi of 
Londoners, called the firft colony ; and the other of thofe of Briftol, 
Exeter, and Plymouth, called the fecond colony. And we did, by fe- 
veral letters under our privy-feal, prefcribe orders and conftitutions for 
directing the affairs of the faid colony. 

_; And whereas, afterward, upon the Petition of divers adventurers and 
planters of the London colony, we, by letters-patent, in the 7th year 
of our reign, Incorporated divers noblemen, knights, &c. by the name 


of the treafurer and company of adventurers and planters of the city 
of London, for the firft colony in Virginia ; granting them divers lands, 
territories, &c. to be cony 


eyed by them to the adventurers and plant- 

ers; with power to have a council there refident for the affairs of the 
colony ; and alfo to place and difplace officers, ae 

And afterward, in the 9th year of our reign, we, by letters-patent 
did farther mention to give thar company divers ifles on that coaft. 


aVvINg now 


tended, did, by a late commiflion 
to fundry perfons of quality and t 


10, after much pains taken, reported, that moft of E 

people fent thither had died by ficknefs and famine, and by mal 
t and that fuch as are ftill living were in lamentable un- 

ceflity and want ; though they (the commiffioners) conceived the ie 

try to be both fruitful and healthful, and that, if induftry wei of 

tt would produce many good ftaple commodities. But, by negle 
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the governors and managers here, it had as yet produced few or none. 
That the faid plantations are of great importance ; and. would,.as they 
hoped; remain a lafting monument of our moft gracious and happy go- 
vernment to all pofterity, if the fame were profecuted to thofe ends for 
which they were firft undertaken. Whereupon we, entering into:ma- 
ture confideration of the premifes, did, by advice of our privy-council, 
refolve to alter the charters of the faid company as to points of go- 
vernment : but the faid treafurer and company not fubmitting: thereto, 
the faid charters are now avoided by a quo warranto. Wherefor, we 
dire& you to confider the ftate of the faid colony, and what points are 
fitting to be inferted in the intended new charter, and to report to us. 
And, in the mean time, to take care to fupply the planters there with 
neceflaries, and to do all other aéts needful for maintaining the colony. 
The king foon after appointed Sir Francis Wyatt governor of V irginia, 
with eleven counfellors, refiding in the colony. [Fadera, V. xvii, pp. 609;, 
616.] z% 

King James once more difplayed his averfion to tobacco, by the fol- 
lowing proclamation, viz. 

< Whereas our commons, in their laft feffion of parliament, became 
‘ humble petitioners unto us, that, for many weighty reafons, much 
< concerning the intereft of our kingdom, and the trade thereof, we 
‘ would, by our royal power, utterly prohibit the ufe of all foreign to- 
€ bacco, which is not-of the growth of our own dominions: and 
‘ whereas we have upon all occafions made known our diflike we have 
* ever had of the ufe of tobacco: in general, as tending to the corrup- 
‘tion both of the health and manners of our people: neverthelets, 
© becaufe we have been often and earneftly importuned by many of our. 
c loving fubje@s, planters and adventurers in Virginia and the Somer 
© ifles, that as.thofe colonies are. yet but in their infancy, and cannot be: 
* brought to maturity, unlefs we will be pleafed for a time to tolerate 
< the planting and vending the tobacco of their growth, we have con- 
« defcended to their defires: and do therefor hereby ftrictly. prohibit 
‘ the importation of any tobacco from beyond fea, or from Scotland, 
‘ into England orTreland, other than from our colonies before named : 
Moreover, we. ftri&ly prohibit the planting of any tobacco either in. 
England or Ireland.’ The reft of this proclamation relates to fearch~. 
ing for and burning foreign tobacco, and: marking and fealing the legal 
tobacco of our colonies. On the 2d of March 1624-5 he iffued another. 
proclamation to the fame effect. [Fadera, V..xvil, pp- 621, 668.] 

1625.—In February 1624-5, King James iffued a frefh proclamation. 
again{t eating flefh in lent, &c. [Fædera, V. xvii, p: 661] 4 

Tn that fame month he iffued his warrant to the duke of Bucking-- 
ham, as high-admiral, that whereas many of his fubjects had fuftered 
great wrongs and damages, as well at fea as otherwife ; not only by the 
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{ubi f our brother the king of Spain, and of the Lo 
aa oy thofe under the ftates of the United Netherland 
‘fair courfes and due proceedings have been in vain ufed, in dema al 
‘reftitution or reparation thereof; and that thereupon our faid ante 
have made humble fuit unto us for letters of reprifal: we het 
will, require, and authorize you to grant your commiffion fo, ete 
hending and taking the goods, fhips, and merchandize of the ki Ppre. 
‘Spain’s fubjeG@s of the Low countries, as alfo thofe of the fubjedy 
the United Netherlands, for the fatisfaction of our loving fubiecy of 
damnified ; and in fuch manner and form as fhall be agreed on bea 
privy-council, or any fix of them, in writing under their hands, [ Faas 
V. xvii, p. 664 *. 
King ne R 27th March 1625. His lofty ideas 
‘tive are difplayed in numerous proclamations and ir 
manding and prohibiting fuch things as in later t 
fubmitted to under any other authority than that o 
getting his attorney-general, Sir John Davis, to wr 
him, a treatife in favour of his prerogative of levying the tonnage and 
ty, encouraged his fon and fucceffor 


in. Such 
pport by quoting precedents, 
ts of parliament ; and parti- 
c fervice. Davis’s book (the 


poundage, prizage, cuftoms, &e. fully ftated and argued from reafon, 
law, and poli i i 


ance of the government, for expofing the 
ther and fon. Its conclu 


On the goth of March 162 
contract, which his father Ki 
for his Marriage with the prj 
King of France. 


after. She was to have Ly 8,000 fterling {or 60,000 French a 
yearly, for her feparate ufe. So that 3+ French crowns, or 10 


cular da 
in neither of thofe warrants are the parti deri 


2 Fa 
mages complained of at all fpecified- L 
BR, xviii, pp. 12, 188.] 


* We fee a like wa 
months after by his fon King 
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were then equal to one pound fterling. She was alfo to have the value 
of 50,000 crowns in rings. [Federa, V. xvii, p. 673.] 

The author of an hiftory of the Caribbee ifles (publifhed at Paris in 
1658, and at London, in Englith, in 1666), relates, that the Englifh and 
French colonies in thofe ifles had their beginning in the fame year 
(1625): that Monf. Defnambuc, a fea captain in the fervice of France,. 
and Sir Thomas Warner, an Englith gentleman, jointly took pofleffion of 
the ifle of St. Chriftophers on the very fame day, with about 300 per- 
fons of each nation, in behalf of their refpeétive kings ; in order that 
they might have a place of fafe retreat for the reception of the fhips of 
both nations at any time bound for America. In thofe firft times, the: 
Englith, it feems, were wifer than the French, in building good houfes. 
there, and having wives and children ; whereas the French contented. 
themfelves with fuch huts as the Caribbean natives had, few of them: 
being married. The firft Englifh planters employed themfelves in raifing 
tobacco ; but afterward, in imitation of Barbadoes, they fell into fugar, 
indigo, cotton, and ginger, whereby they foon became rich. That iland- 
had been difcovered long before by Columbus,. though. never planted. 
till this year by any nation. It was, however, found to poflefs feveral 
natural advantages, which induced the Spaniards frequently to ftop at it 
in their American voyages. But this French author frankly owns, that, 
for preventing any fecret intelligence between the native Caribs of the 4 
ifland and the Spaniards, (who were at this time the common enemy of i 
both nations in America) the Englifh and French, in one night, dif- 
patched all the moft factious of the Caribs; and, not long after, forced 
all the reft to quit the ifland. In the following year the French king 
incorporated a number of gentlemen for planting the American ifles. 

This, therefor, according to this author, was the firft of all the Weft- 
India ifles planted by either England or France *; the bold claims of 
Spain to the fole property of all thofe iflands having deterred other na- 
tions till now from fettling thereon: but, as the power of. Spain was 
now vifibly ‘declining, thofe nations juftly thought they had a good right 
to take pofleffion of fuch ifles as Spain had never yet planted on; as we 
thall fee they gradually did on many others of them. ee. 

Our hiftoriographers of the city of London relate, that it was in this 
year that hackney coaches firft began to ply in London ftreets, or rather 
at the inns, to be called for as they were wanted ; and they were at this 
| time only twenty in number. In ten years time they were increafed fo 
) | much in number that King Charles then thought it worth his while to ; 
ae | iffue an order of council for reftraining their increafe. j 
; King Charles now renewed his father’s commiffion to twelve commif- 
fioners of the navy. Thefe feem to have been moftly ftationed, as at 


f 

f 

i 

i 

| * The Englifh colony of Barbadoes was fettied in the year 1614. 
| Tt2 
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‘prefent, in diftinét branches; fuch as a comptroller, a furveyoy 
of the navy, &c. The firft of that number was Sir Richard Wefty 
cellor of the exchequer, and another of them was Sir Will 
who was alfo treafurer of the navy. They were, as at prefe 
nate to the lord high admiral, or the admiralty-board, fro 
were to receive directions in maritime affairs. 

The proteftant boors of Auftria now took up arms, to Tecoye 
free exercife of their religion, and they became matters of fome a the 
‘but, not being fupported by any foreign’ potentate, they were rede 
to fubjection in the following year, and feverely punithed, Herey d 
the emperor Ferdinand II compelled all the proteftant gentry, J 
and fchoolmafters, to leave Auftria; many of whom were kindly n i 
wifely received by the Swedes and other proteftant ftates, to the increafe 
of their wealth and people. ‘a 

King Charles by proclamation, prohibited the importation of any to- 
bacco not of the growth of Virginia, or of the Somer ifles, [Federa 
V. xvii, p. 19.] ; 
King Charles ifued a proclamation fetting forth, * that whereas the 
making of alum was difcovered not many years fince in Yorkthire, 
and brought to fuch perfe&ion, as there is no doubt but fufficient 
` quantities may be made, as well for home ufe as for exportation: 
‘ which being a work of fo great honour to this kingdom, and of fuch 
‘ ufe and confequence ; whereby many families are kept at work, much 
‘` treafure faved at home, which heretofore was exported for alum; and 
‘ fome increafe alfo to the revenue ; he therefor ftri@ly commanded, 
‘ that no foreign alum fhould be imported, and that no Englith alum, 
< once exported, fhould be re-imported, or ufed in England.’ [Fædera, 
V. xvii, p. 21.) eof z 

It was upon the farm: of this alum duty, jointly with that on fugar, 
and other branches of the revenue, that the famous merchant Sir Paul 
Pindar advanced to this king fo large a fum as Ly 30,000, on account of 
which he and his creditors were great fufferers, by reafon of the civil 
wars which enfued. 

Another of King Charles's proclamations this year was, for man 
taining and increafing the faltpetre mines of England, for the ae a 
and important manufacture of gunpowder. The king obferves, one 
pute realm naturally: yields fufficient mines of faltpetre, without “fe 
; pending on for egn parts: wherefor, for the future, no dove-h ale 
; thall be paved with ftone, bricks, nor boards, lime, fand, nor oe of 
nr P cher ae whereby the growth and increafe of al fuf- 
a o may be hindered or impaired ; but the proprietors + fe 

er the floors or ground thereof, as alfo all ftables where horles ™ 


; ; oe f the 
‘ to lie open with good and mellow earth, apt to breed increale 0 


“ faid mine of falt altpett®- 
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man; lawfully deputed thereto, from digging, taking, or working any 
ground which by commiffion may be taken and wrought for faltpetre. 
Neither fhall any conftable, or other officer, neglect to furnifh any fuch 
< faltpetre-men with convenient carriages, that the king’s fervice fuffer 


n 


“ not. None fhall bribe any faltpetre-man for the fparing or forbearing 


‘ of any ground fit to be wrought for faltpetre. That all dovehoufes, 
« and other places digged for faltpetre, be, when the earth thereof is 
‘ wrought over, laid {mooth and flat again as before. That no faltpetre 


< be exported, neither fold at home to any but the king’s powder-maker, 


‘ who {hall not receive for any gunpowder fold by him to any of the 
‘ king’s fubjeéts above 10d the pound weight.’ The proclamation pro- 
ceeds to dire& the trial of the goodnefs of gunpowder before it is fold. 
{Federa, V. xviii, p. 23.) The faltpetre and gunpowder bufinefs was 
one of that king’s greateft monopoly-projeéts ; and his manner of di- 
recting it was far from fuiting the genius of a free people. 

Charles was fo much a tranfeript of his father that we are not to 
‘wonder at their proclamations having fo great a refemblance. His pro- 
‘clamation againft new foundations in and near London, and for re- 
building the houfes either with brick or ftone, is exactly in the ftile and 


form of his father’s. He alfo therein gives dire@tions for the dimenfions, 


true making, and price of bricks, viz. that the fize of them be, in length 
-9 inches, in breadth 44, and in thicknefs 25; and that the price of one 
thoufand fuch bricks at the kiln fhall not exceed 3/: No bricks fhall be 
made within one mile of any of the gates of London, or of the palace 


of Weftminfter. Cottages, fheds, and other nuifances, to be removed 


from the city and fuburbs: with other commendable regulations for its 
beauty and uniformity. A fecond alfo, of the very fame tenor, came 


‘out in this fame year. [Federa, V. xviii, pp. 33, 97-1 


King Charles granted to Sir Francis Grane L2000 yearly, for ten 
years: the one half of which fum was what he had formerly engaged 
to allow him for that term, for the fupport of the tapeftry manufacture 
at Mortlake in Surry : the other half was in lieu of paying him L6oce 
due to him for three {uits of gold tapeftries, delivered for the king’s 
ufe. [Fædera, V. xviii, p. 60.] 

Another proclamation grants a commiffion to many lords and gentle- 
men, for certain regulations in fearching for mines of gold, filver, or 
copper, or of lead hoiding filver, as alfo for quickfilver in Cardigan- 
fhire; of which mines the king had granted a leafe for 31 years to Sir 
Hugh Middleton. [Fædera, V. xvii, $. 66.] a ‘ 

After the Virginia company had, at fundry times, raifed by fubfcrip- 


tions from their adventurers a capital of no lefs than L200,009, full, in 


vain, hoping for gold and filver mines, and other very rich productions, 
many of them at length became weary of the charge, as not finding ee 
Profit by any means to anfwer expectation, and fold-out their {hares ;-an 
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fuch as continued in it had perpetual wranglings. So Valuable a 
and colony was, however, by no means to be abandoned ; mort 
cially as the planters there were now well able to fubfift indep a be 
of their mother country. Several gentlemen, therefor, about thi ently 
with their effes and with many fervants, went thithe Sti 


4 s 4 r ona {epar s, 
bottom. Whereupon the king iffued the following Proclamation we 
firft eftablifhed the prudent form of government, in which this z Uh 


: 3 à g S and 

other regal colonies have remained till now (1762), viz, that whee 
in his father’s time, the charter of the Virginia company was, bya 
warranto, annulled ; and whereas his father was, and he himfelf a 1w 


6 Ifo 1s. 
of opinion, that the government of that colony by a company incor 


; S difpofitions 
amongft whom affairs of the greateft moment are ruled bya majority, 


of votes, was not fo proper for carrying on the affairs of the Colony 
wherefor, to reduce the government thereof to fuch a courfe as might 
beft agree with that form which was held in our royal monarchy ; and 
confidering alfo, that we hold thofe territories of Virginia and the 
Somer ifles, as alfo that of New-England, (lately planted) with thel 
mits thereof, to be a part of our royal empire; we ordain, that the go- 
vernment of the colony of Virginia fhal] immediately depend on our- 
felf, and not be committed to any company or corporation, to whom it 
may be proper to truft matters of trade and commerce, but not the or 
dering of ftate affairs. W herefor our commiffioners for thofe affairs 
thall proceed as directed, till we eftablith a council here for that colony, 
to be fubordinate to our Privy-council. And we will alfo eftablith an- 
Virginia, who fhall be fubordinate to 


nition, and fortification, as fhall 


mterefts of every planter and adventurer, Lafily, whereas the tobacco 
of thofe plantations (the onl 
be managed for the good of the plantations, unlef it be brought into 
one hand, whereby the foreign tobacco may be carefully kept out, i 
the tobacco of thofe plantations may yield a certain and ready pict 


: A “5 an 
the owners thereof; to avoid ail differences between the planters 
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enhance the price of it at his pleafure ! Fs jn Vir 
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ginia regularly met by authority of the crown, to enact laws, with the 


confent of the king’s governor and council, the laft having ever fince 
acted feparately as an upper houfe: but the dernier réfort in all law 
proceedings is in the aflembly. A patent-office was now alfo eftablith- 
ed, not only for offices in Virginia, but for difpofing of vacated grants 
of new lands, on the eafy terms of 2/fterling per annum quit-rent to 
the crown for ever, for each hundred acres to be granted. And this 
encouraged many perfons of fubftance to go from England and fettle 
there, whereby the country foon became populous; and the Indians 
decreafing even fafter than the Englifh increafed, thereby the later have 
enjoyed peace and tranquillity. 

King Charles appointed commiffioners for inquiring into and removy- 
ing the caufes of the low price of wool, and of the exportation there- 
of ; as alfo for regulating the making of cloth, ftuffs, &c.; concerning 
the fifhery alfo; and the hemp, flax, and corn trade of Eaftland ; the 
Eaft-India trade; the bringing in of bullion; the linen cloth trade, 
&c. exactly in the form of the late king’s proclamations for thofe ends, 
as already noted. [Feedera, V. xviii, p. 81.] 

We find now the firft authentic record of copper coins being ufed in 
England by royal authority ; the king reciting, that whereas his late 
royal father took order, that inftead of unwarranted farthing tokens, 
till then ufed by vintners, chandlers, tapfters, ané-other retailers, to the 
lofs of his loving fubjeéts, there fhould be others made by his own war- 
rant *, under his own royal name and infcription, and a conftant re- 
change fettled, whereby the fubject might have the lawful ufe of them, 
with much eafe and without lofs. Which copper money having fince 
had general circulation through our kingdoms of England and Ireland, 
has brought a general benefit. We do therefor hereby command, that 
no farthing or other tokens fhall be made or ufed but thofe of our royal 
father, by his letters-patent, and of us, by like letters-patent, granted 
this fame year to the duchefs dowager of Richmond and Lenox, and 
Sir Francis Crane, for which they are to pay us one hundred marks per 
annum for feventeen years. The faid copper farthings (or farthing 
tokens) to have thereon, on one fide, two fceptres croffing under a 
crown ; on the other fide, a harp crowned, with the king’s name and 


* This warrant does not appear (See above un- 
der the year 16c9). It was probably foon after 
the time that King James was fo earneft for an 
union of the two kingdoms; for Ruddiman (quot- 
ing a manufcript work of Thomas Craig upon the 
Propofed union) obferves, that one of the objec- 
tions made by the Scots to the union was, that, as 
the Englifh had no copper money, if the money 
of Scotland was thenceforth-to be regulated en- 
tirely by the Englifh ftandard, the poor mutt fuffer 
greatly by the want of copper money. [Ruddi- 
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manni prefatio ad Anderfoni Diplomata, p. 66, 
not. f.] 

Ruddiman, immediately after the paffage now 
quoted, fays, that James I coined copper money 
in England. So it may be confidered as cera 
tain, that there was copper moncy in England 
before the reign of Charles, as the accuracy and 
integrity of Ruddiman are fufficient to eltablifh the 
truth of it; and he may have feen the copper 
pieces of James’s. coin, though not to be found 
now. M. 
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titles. The patentees were thereby bound ‘is sah 5 saat: uf i tale of 
farthings for every 20/ of filver, and to eet nE a Feder, - Z every 
arf by tale in copper farthings, whenever demanded. era, V. xviii, 
, 143. $ ; : 

ae a ae like his father, was generally much indebted to the 
merchants, goldfmiths, &c. of London, who advanced money from time 
to time to the crown, by way of anticipation on the public revenues. 
The king acknowleges his debt of L27,000 of this fort to the famous 
merchant Sir William Courten; the half of which fum had been lent 
to King James, the other half to himfelf. For which loan intereft was 
allowed at the rate of L8 per cent. [Fadera, V. xviii, $. 156.] i 

King Charles granted an exclufive patent for fourteen years to a gold- 
{mith of London, for the fole making and pradtice of certain compound’ 
ftuffs and waters, extracted out of certain minerals, &c. of this realm, 
called by the name of cement, or drefling for fhips, to prevent them 
from burning in fights at fea ; and alfo to preferve them from the fea- 
worm or bernacle: for which grant this projector was to pay forty fhil- 
lings per annum into the exchequer. This feemed to be but a trifling 
matter ; yet, as we fhall fee a great number of fuch from time to time 
authorized by this king, it feems to have been from the beginning, his 
intention thereby to accumulate a new revenue, without depending on: 
parliamentary grants. ** 

King Charles made a grant of one of his pinnaces to his high admiral 
the duke of Buckingham, in confideration of his undertaking to adven- 
ture for a difcovery of the north-weft paflage to China, &c. An a@ion 
(fays this grant) of great importance to trade and navigation, and in’ 
fundry refpedts of fingular benefit to all our realms and dominions.. 

- Federa, V. xviii, p. 166.] : ; 

The king appointed his lord high admiral, the duke of Buckingham,. 
to command in chief, both by fea and land, on an intended expedition 
againft Spain. His inftructions were, to annoy that crown by all ways’ 
poffible, either by plundering the towns, or by taking the plate fleet,. 
or other fhipping, &c.- He was alfo to detach fome of his fhips to the: 
port of Sallee, in Barbary, to treat for redeeming the Englifh captives’ 
there, and for fecuring trade from the piracies ; as alfo for procuring 
provifions for his fleet, which had 10,000 land forces on board. [ Federa, 
V, xviii, p.171.] But, mifling the plate fleet, Sir John Burroughs land- 
ed in the bay of Cadiz, burnt a few villages in that neighbourhood, 
and then returned home, without having done any effectual fervice with 
fo great an asmament. 

A league offenfive and defenfive was concluded at the Hague, on the 
2d of Auguft, between King Charles and the ftates of the United Nether- 
lands, againft Spain. The ftates-general were to join twenty of their 
{hips of war to the Englith fleet, which is faid to have confifted of eighty- 
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wo fhips of war, for a joint attack upon Cadiz: the Dutch to have one 

fifth part of the fpoil: which defign, however, was never put in exe- 

cution ; any more than another, of the fame year, and againft Spain too, 

dated Southampton, 17th September 1625, confifting of forty articles.’ 
treaties, V. ii, ed. 1732.) 

We muft here do King Charles the juftice to remark, that in this 


e 
EA ‘afifting on their not being employed againft his proteftant fubjects, 
(meaning the Rochellers.) ; 

$ yeen Henrietta Maria’s marriage portion of 800,000 French crowns, 
was in this fame year brought into England, all in filver money, intend- 
ed to be recoined at the tower ; but a plague raging in London, which 
had infected fome of the coiners, the king poftponed the recoinage ; and 
for the more eafily paying the foldiers and failors wages of the fleet then 
fitting out, he declared the French coin to be current for a time. - It 
was all of one fort, called a quart d’ecu, (i. e. a quarter crown) worth 
rod: Yet, by an inundation of bafe and light ones, the king was 
quickly obliged to annull the currency of that coin. 

King Charles being in great difficulties for money to carry on his 
war againft Spain, employed the duke of Buckingham to borrow 
L300,c00 fterling of the {tates-general of the United Netherlands, or 
their fubjeéts, upon the pledge of a great number of incomparably rich 
and noble crown jewels and veffels of gold, adorned with pretious ftones, 
which were delivered to that duke out of the king’s jewel houfe. [Fadera, 
V. xviii, p. 246.) ar; ; 

King Charles iffùed a proclamation prohibiting all commerce witl: 
Spain and the Spanifh Netherlands; and commanding that no fhip of 
6o tons or upwards be fet to fea, unlefs fhe be furnifhed with mufkets 
and bandeliers, becaufe of the danger of his fubje¢ts venturing te fea 
in thefe perilous times, ill furnifhed with arms and weakly manned. 
[Fadera, V. xviii, p. 251.] ; 

_ He again iffued a proclamation, exactly in the ufual form, againft eat- 
ing flefh in lent, or on other filh days; and for the fame reafons. [Fa- 
dera, V. xviii, p. 268.] J5 : 

This king being to be crowned on Candlemas day, iffued out writs to 
the theriffs, to oblige all who held lands of the crown of the value e 

40 yearly, or upward, who were not already knights, to come and 
take that order upon them. [Fadera, V. xvii, $- 278.] 9 

he reader needs not be acquainted, that this was an ufual practice 
oË our kings in elder times to raife money on urgent occafions. 

.-1626.The author of the Golden fleece, [4to, 1626] a judicious trea- 

tife on commerce, gives a fuccinét view of the Eaft-India commerce, 


C. as sehen ftood with refpect to Europe, viz. 
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‘ ndoners and Hollanders failed thither, the Turks ufed 
‘ Ha a Portuguefe in thofe commodities which now the p N 
d ee trade for. Heretofore they paid at Lifbon, Aleppo, or Alexan- 
; ar every lb. weight of pepper, 2/; now it cofts usin India but 3g 
o — mace, 4/6 


é 


cloves, 4/6 Eo ae ed 


t 


SSS SS SSS INNES, Bf EE 4d 
indigo, 4/ RT 

‘ Perfian raw filk, per pound 12/. now from the Perfian gulf under 8 

* And if we tranfport none of our corn, but only that of foreign na- 
tions, carrying alfo fome of our tin, lead, and woollen cloths, to the 

Perfian gulf, where they are beft vendible, there is no queftion but this 

kingdom will be much enriched: for the Sound of Denmark, the Hanfe 
“towns, and France, will return us more money than we need to fend 
‘into India.’ ; 

King Charles by proclamation ordered that the medium allowance 
for every failor fhould be 20f per month, which till now was but 14/, 
by which means there will accrue to every ordinary failor 14/ (net 
money) per month, befides an allowance out of it of 4d to a preacher, 
2d to a barber, and 6d per month to the cheft at Chatham: whereas 
the ordinary men have now but 9/4 (net) per month, and no allowance 
at all given toa preacher. Out of the furplufage of which (addition) 
all officers wages were likewife refpectively raifed ; and an allowance alto 
for a lieutenant and a corporal. 

* And whereas Queen Elizabeth for the encouragement of fhip-build- 
* ing, gave a premium of 5/ per ton for every fhip built above the bur- 
* den of one hundred tons, which was revived by King James ; King 


‘ Charles now allowed </ per ton for every {hip that fhould be built of 
`“ 200 tons and upwards.’ [Fædera, V, xviii, p. 679.] 

The author of the Golden fleece gives us a fketch of the fithery on 
the banks of Newfoundland, in which he fays, the ports of Devonfhire 
annually employed 150 fhips, and carried (a 
Spain and Italy. It feems in thofe days, that. fifhery w 


- 


at hinderance of navigation. In another 
place he fays, that this fifhery maintained 8000 perfons for fix months 
in Newfoundland, and fupported 


Le many thoufands of families at home, 
as well their own families as thofe 


victuals, &c, and in repairing the fh 


* The judicious Mr. Wood, the prefent fecre- 
tary of the board of cuftoms, in his Lffay on trade f 
(1718) thinks, that one hundred years before 


i. e. about 1618) England had above 2c0 fail of 


hips employed in this fifhery, and furnifhed all 
Europe with filh, 


. 
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Jn this fame year, the famous Sir Thomas Herbert failed with fix 
fips for Eaft-India, of which, and of Perfia, Japan, and the Moluccos, 
he gives 2 judraus account, for the time he lived in. At Cafbin, in. 
Perfia, Sir Robert Shirley and Sir Dudmore Cotton, the two Englith 
ambafladors (with whom he had travelled) both died ; and he returned 
home over land through Perfia.. 

Howell, in his life of King Louis XIII of France, publifhed in the 
ear 1646, gives us an edict of that king, in this year, which prohibits 
>Il commerce with England ; and that no kind of grain, wines, or pulfe, 
fhould be exported to England ; nor from England to France; nor any 
cloths, ferges, wools, lead, tin, ftuffs, filk ftockings, &c. By this (fays 
Howell) one may obferve the advantage that England hath of France, 
in variety and fubftance of merchandize. This we here take notice of 
the rather, becaufe, were we ever fo much at peace with that nation in 
our days, the cate is fo widely different from what it was then, that they 
would take none of thofe particulars from us but lead and tobacco ; and, 
they now know better than to prohibit the importation of our wool. 
So fluctuating.is the courfe of trade in this and many more inftances 
which might be produced. For Cardinal Richlieu, after reducing the 
power.of the great nobility of France, earneftly promoted manufactures 
and maritime commerce, for the enriching of that kingdom; which 
Morifot (in his Orbis maritimus) juftly calls the {plendour of kingdoms 
whilft in peace, and their main fupport in wars. To this end he incor- 
porated a fociety of one hundred merchants for traffic, both to the eatt 
and weft, by fea and land, witha capital of 600,000 livres; who alfo 
engaged to lay out as much more in building ftout {hips at Morbihan, 
near Vannes, in Bretagne, where they erected warehoufes, offices, and 
docks, and fo many dwelling houfes as made a good town. To that 
company alfo he committed the fole trade to Canada, which they very 
foon greatly improved., Thar cardinal, indeed, highly merited the dig- 
nity conferred on him of fuperimtendant-general of the commerce and 
Navigation, and high-admiral of France. He pertuaded Louis XIII to 
lay out a vaft fum in the purchafe of fhips in Holland. Denmark, and 
the Hanfe towns, for the protection of the coafts, the rovers of Bar- 

ary having taken’ or deftroyel above one hundred French thips, and 
made flaves of fome thoutands of their people, whereby many families 

Were undone: which improvements, though not effected fo early as tnis 
year, we judged might come in properly enough in this place. 
fale oe having fuddeniy diffolved the parliament, ea eo es 

À ettle the duty of tonnage. and poundage on him, tll them 

Srlevances fhould be redrefied, by his own authority directed the 
a fubfidies, and impotts on merchandize, exported and es 

ollected as ufual in the manner they were collected at his father, 


“ath LFedera, V. xviii, p. 737-] 
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The king diredted a commiffion to the officers of his mint, for pi, 

money to be coined of the fame finenefs as before, viz. filver, of 11 oz. | 
2 pwt. fine ; crown gold of 22 carats fine; and angel gold to be, as 
already it is, of 23 carats 37 grains fine: alfo that a pound weight of 
filver fhall make in current money L3:10:6. And that the pound 
weight of crown gold fhall make in current money L44 by tale, of fuch 
pieces of gold as are now ufually coined of that finenefs. [Federa, y. 
xvii, p. 741.) This was an unaccountable direction, to have two fets 
of gold coins of different finenefs and purity, (in which he imitated 
his father) and alfo to coin his filver money lighter than before; of which 
we fhall prefently treat more fully. 

King Charles being determined to raife what money he wanted, with- 

out being beholden for it to a parliament, granted a commiflion to the 
lord-treafurer and other great officers of ftate, to fell or grant in fee- 
farm, or for term of lives or years, in poffeflion or in reverfion, all or 
any of his honours, manors, old caftles, forefts, chaces, parks, lands, À 
tenements, woods, &c. both in the furvey of the exchequer, and in the 
duchy of Lancafter ; as well fuch as were held by copy as by leafe, cuftody, 
&c. [Fadera, V. xviii, p. 771.] The king had run himfelf deeply in arrear, 
for fitting out his late fleets with land forces, &c. againft Spain : there 
was alfo a confiderable debt at his father’s death; and he had already 
mortgaged to the city of London, in its corporate capacity, divers ma- 
nors, lands, tenements, &c.. Thus did this king moft improvidently 
for himfelf, and his fucceffors, though perhaps not inaufpicioufly for 
the liberties of the people, diveft himfelf of a moft royal eftate and 
revenue in lands: an eftate which had ever been the principal inde- 
pendent fupport of the yearly expenfe of his predeceffors, and their 
houfehold in times of peace. 

‘Fhe king, in two feparate commiffions, appointed an envoy to the 
piratical ftates of Barbary, and to the town of Sallee, to treat of the re- 
demption of Englifh captives, and alfo of peace and commerce with 
them; for which purpofes the envoy carried with him all the Moors 
who had been made prifoners by the Englith, as alfo four brafs and two 
aron cannons, with ammunition, &c. as prefents: a method early prac- 
tifed by all other chriftian ftates in treating with thofe people, to fupply 
them with weapons for their own deftruGion ! [Fadera, y. xviii, ff. 

It being near Chriftmas, King Charles 
-&c. to withdraw from London, to exerci 
‘the country. [Kedera, V. xviii, 2. 798.] 

_ The French having this year feized on the Englith merchant fhips in. 
divers ports of F rance, by way of reprifal for three French fhips lately: 
taken by the Englith fhips of war, and likewife on account of certain 
elder pretended claims on England, amounting in all to L25,000 fter- 


again enjoined the nobility,. 
fe hofpitality at their feats in 
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yng, King Charles granted a commiffion for feizing on all the French 
effects E A Englifh ports, by way of counter-reprifal. [Fædera, V. 
viii, . 002. . 1 
A AA proclamation of King Charles came out, importing, that 
he practice of making faltpetre in England, by digging up the floors: 
of dwelling-houfes, dove-houfes, ftables, &c. tended too much to the. 

rievance ° of his fubjects : and that, notwithftanding all the trouble 
and charge attending this method, the undertakers could never yet fur- 
nifh this realm with one third part of the faltpetre requifite, efpecially 
in time of war, when moft wanted ; the earth of itfelf not being able 
to engender the matter whereof faltpetre is made, in many years, with- 
out the aid of artificial means for enriching the earth: and yet the ne- 
ceflity of the prefent times requires fo much to be made, as would fo 
impoverifh the earth, that in a fhort time we fhould be utterly deftitute 
of that ineftimable treafure. Whereupon Sir John Brooke, and Tho- 
mas Ruffell, Efq. have propofed to us, to make fuch quantities of falt-- 
petre as our realms fhall want, and alfo to:{upply foreign nations there- 
with, by.a new invention of their own, of which they have given de- 
monftrative proof, and for which we had already granted them an ex- 
clufive patent : and as thofe patentees now want nothing but leave to 
colle@ a fufficient quantity of urine for their manufacture of faltpetre, 
at their own charge; the king therefor commands.all his fubjects of 
London, Weftminfter, &c. near to the place where: the faid patentees 
have already erected a work for the making of faltpetre, that, after no- 
tice given to them refpettively, they carefully keep in proper veffels all 
human urine, throughout the whole year, and alfo as much of that of 
beatts as can be faved, for the patentees to. carry away from. time to 
time. [Fadera, V. xviii, p..813.]- 

. Another proclamation came out againft eating flefh in lent, and on: 
other fith days.. [Federa, V. xviii, p. 822-] 

The king alfo.now iffued a commiflion of inquiry into nuifances in’ 
and near London; fuch as ftalls, flaughter-houfes, brew-houfes, fmiths 
forges, brick kilns, coach-houfes, tallow-chandlers,. finks, vaults, dung- 
hills, layftalls, garbage, broken pavements, inmates:in houfes crowding” 
the fame, &c. and for. redrefling of all fuch. like diforders. [Federa, V.. 


He alfo:commiffioned certain aldermen, &e: of London: to feize all 
foreign tobacco, not of- the growth of Virginia or Bermudas, for his- 
lfo:to buy up, for” his ufe, 
and to fell the fame 


, in the’ fame month pobet: 
ds of Spanifh tobacco ; but t en it- 
d again fold out to his fubjedts.. He 


, 
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3 ; ith 1 Ifo all the Virginia and Soma. 
d that the Spanith tobacco, and a d Somer 
TE fhould be imported into London only, and marked like. 
wife with three different feals or ftamps. Moreover, as great quantities 


` of tobacco were ftill fown in England, contrary to law, he now renew- 


ed the former prohibition of planting it in England. [Fædera, V. Xvi 
. 818, : 

A ae d Charles granted a commiffion to captain John Hall, to com. 
mand four fhips and a pinnace for next year’s voyage to Eaft-India, up. 
der the direGtion of the Englifh company of merchants of London trad. 
ing to the Eaft-Indies. This was only a piece of form: but he farther 
earneftly prohibits all his other fubjeéts, excepting the company, from 
reforting to India, under the penalty of forfeiting fhips and cargoes ; 
half to the king, the other half to the company, purfuant to Kin 
James’s charter to them, dated the 31ft of May, in the 7th year of his 
reign. 

‘And King James-having, in the year 1617, granted Jetters-patent to 
the Englifh Eaft-India company, to export to India all fuch foreign coin 
and bullion as they fhould firft import from beyond fea, fo as the fame 
fhould not exceed the fum of Lioo,o00 in any one year, King Charles 
now licenced them, in confideration of the prohibition. of commerce 
with Spain, whereby they were difabled from procuring the quantity of 
filver they yearly wanted, to export, in their next voyage only, L30,000 
in foreign gold, in lieu of fo much filver. [Fadera, V. xviii, p. 853-] 

The king iffued a proclamation againft furnifhing Spain with provi- 
fions, ammunition, or materials for fhipping of any kind; the king of 
Spain and the archduke (fays he) having previoufly iffued like orders on 
their part with refped to our dominions. 

King Charles granted frefh letters of reprifal in behalf of fuch of his 
fubjedts as have had their fhips and merchandize taken by the French: 

no redrefs having been obtained, though often demanded ; and the like 


reprifals were again granted on the 2oth of April following. [Federa, 
V. xviii, pp. 861, 887.] 


King Charles appointed Sir Peter Wyche to be his ambaflador to the 
grand fignior Sultan M 


: ee Oratt, with the cuftomary powers of appoint- 
a a wm the feveral ports of Turkey, &c. [Federa, V. xviii, 

To what we have this 
King Charles’s 
here add, that 


1, 


S year exhibited from the Foedera concerning 
quarrel with his brother-in-law King Louis XIII, we fhall 
to him, b aoe not only detaining the feven Englith fhips lent 
a Bi re ua? employing them againft his proteftant fubjeds, raifed 
a 1 nour in England : thereupon King Charles feized on feveral 

aS kr an. Englifh ports; and Louis, 6n the other fide, feized on 
ne ee than 120 Englifh {hips in his ports. King Charles alfo now- 
ent Dome all his queen’s French fervants; and, in fine, publifhed a de- 
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aration of war againft France, wherein he accufed Louis of breach of 

articles with his proteftant fubjects, and of blocking up their towns and 
orts ; for whofe relief at Rochelle he, this fame year, had fent out the 

Earl of Denbigh with thirty fhips of war; but, being too late in the 
yea he was driven back by ftormy weather. 

We have before noted, that King Charles was fo ill advifed, as, for 
his private gain, to raife the nominal value of his coin above its intrinfic 
yalue, by coming the pound weight of filver into L3:10:6 by tale, 
whereby he was to gain 8/6 on every pound weight of filver. . His privy- 
council, however, were fomewhat doubtful of the prudence of this 
meafure: Whereupon the famous Sir Robert Cotton, being excellently 
well fkilled in fuch matters, and the precedents of former reigns, was 
ordered to lay his opinion before the board ;. which was greatly to his 
yeputation. For, ina fet {peech at that board, (afterward printed with 
his other pofthumous pieces in 1651) he moft judicioufly difplayed the 
great difcredit as well as real lofs which would thereby redound to the 
king himfelf, as well as to the whole realm. He fhewed, that the Ro- 
man empire kept up the purity of the ftandard of the coin until the © 
loofe times of Commodus, when excefs of expenfe introduced neceffity, 
and that brought on an alteration of the ftandard: and that the majefty 
of that empire gradually declined with the gradual alteration of their 
coin. So that there is no furer fymptom of a confumption in any ftate 
than the corruption of their money. kg 

Coming, in the next place, to fpeak of our own princes, he fhews 
the difreputation which fell on King Henry VI, by not only abating the 
quantity of bullion in his coins, (though ftill preferving the nominal 
value) but likewife debafing them, by directing the pradtice of alchymy 
(as they term it) in his mint! That King Henry VIII fell into the fame 
bad meafures. And that his daughter Queen Elizabeth was moft wifely ` 
advifed by her treafurer Burleigh, and by Sir Thomas Smith, that it 
would be for the honour of the crown and the true wealth of herfelf 
and people, to bring back the ftandard of the coins to the antient parity 
and purity of her great-grandfather King Edward IV. Next, he judi- 
Cloufly fhews, that as coin or money was devifed as a rate and meafure 
of merchandize and manufacture, if that meafure be rendered mutable, 
no man can tell what he hath or what he oweth; and no contract can 

© certain, That princes are guarantees to their people for the juftnefs 
oe coin and muft not fuffer their faces to warrant falfehood. 
at this propofal now on the anvil would take away the tenth part of 
every man’s due debt in rent. That, by coining the fhilling with lefs 
ilver in it than before, a proportionably lefs quantity of any goods oy 
merchandize will be fold for it. That the Netherlanders will, with E 
m €nt good coins, recoin with the king’s flamp, and import ee E S 
ewly enhanced coin. That if men thall- receive in the propoie 
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minal fhillings and pounds a lefs proportion of filver and gold than the 
did before this projected alteration, and, at the fame time, pay for what 
they buy at a rate enhanced, it muft caft upon all a double lofs, What 
the king will fuffer by it in the rents of his lands is demonftrateq b 
the alterations fince the 18th year of King Edward III, (anno 1 34 
when all the revenue came into the receipt, ponderé et numero, at the 
rate of five groats per ounce; which, fince that time, by the feveral 
changes of the ftandard, is come to five fhillings, whereby the king hath 
loft two thirds of his revenue; and the like in his cuftoms and other ye. 
ceipts. And, as the king will lofe a fourteenth part in all the filver, 
and a twenty-fifth part in all the gold he fhall receive, fo likewife wil] 
the nobility and gentry in all their former fettled rents, annuities, pen- 
fions, and loans. The like alfo will fall upon the labourers and work- 
men in their ftatute wages: and as their receipts will hereby be leflened, 
fo their iffues will be increafed by raifing the prices of all things. It 
will lay the lofs upon ourfelves and the profit on our enemies: fince all 
our prefent good money will hereby be exported for bullion, our own 
gold{miths being their brokers. This enfeebling of the coin is buta 
fhort-lived fhift, like drink to one in a dropfy, to make him {well the 
more. But the flate was never thoroughly cured, as we faw by King 
Henry the VIlith’s time, and the late queen’s, until the coin was made 
up again. This moft judicious and feafonable remonftrance was fo well 
approved of, that the project was entirely fet afide. We fhall, never- 
thelefs, feventy years later than this time, fee fo pernicious a propofal 
again ftarted to King William’s minifters ; and had it not been for the 
remonftrance of another great man, the famous John Locke, (who pof- 
fibly was indebted for the fame juft notions to this {peech of Sir Reece 
Cotton’s) feemed in a fair way to be accepted of. 

In this fecond year, therefor, of King Charles I, a pound weight of gold, 
of the old ftandard of 23 carats 33 gtains, fine, and half a grain allay, 
was coined into 1.44 :10 by tale, viz. into rofe-rials ‘of thirty fhillinss 
fpur-rials of fifteen fhillings, and angels of ten fhillings: bad a nd 
weight of another ftandard, viz. of 22 carats fine, T ata 
(called crown gold) into L41 by tale, viz. into units of twenty fhillings, 
double crowns, ten fhillings, and Britith crowns five fhilli ; And a 
pcund weight of filver, of the old ftandard of 11 ounces T 
fine, into 62 fhillings, by tale ; namely, into crowns, WESS fhil- 
anes ep pec opences pence, and halfpence, ; 

€ find the fo l 4 ; ; 
m Soa ae of exclufive patents for new projects 

1)“ Ap: Nate 
of eh Mtg nanan oe te le mag 
id ace ton of Thomas Letfome, one of the 
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q1) ‘ To Sir John Hacket and Oftavius de Strada, for rendering fea~ 
¢ coal and pit-coal as ufeful as charcoal, for burning in houfes, without 
: offence by the fmell or fmoke, according to their invention.’ 

Tm) ‘ To Thomas Roufe and Abraham Cullyn, for the fole making 
« of tone pots, Jugs, and bottles, according to their new invention.’ 

Alfo IV and V) ‘ One for draining water out of mines, &c. and an- 
c other for making guns, great and {mall.’ [Federa, V. xviii, p. 870.] 

About this time, (according to the ingenious author * of Carib- 
‘beana, 2 V. 4to, 1741) the fugar trade of England had its rife in the 
firit fettlement of the ifland of Barbados }, the mother of all the fugar 
colonies. Yet, till feveral years after this time, the Portuguefe fupplied 
-moft parts of Europe with Brazil fugars. 

At this time, according to a French pamphlet on the Eaft-India trade, 
Guftavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, iffued his letters-patent, inviting 
his people to form a Swedith Eaft-India company: but the war in Ger- 
many and that great king’s death a few years after prevented the ac- 
complifhment of that defign. i i 

The following proclamation from King Charles I will partly fhew the 
nature of the London goldfmiths bufinefs, and the Rate of the Englifh 
filver and gold coins at the time. a 4 

< Whereas the exchange of all manner of gold and filver, current in 
‘ monies, or otherwife, as the buying, felling, and exchanging of all man- 
* ner of bullion in fpecies of foreign coins, billets, ingots, &c. fine, re- 
‘ fined, or allayed, howfoever, being fit for our mint, hath ever been, 
+ and ought to be, our fole right, as part of our prerogative royal, and 
antient revenue ; wherein none of our fubjects, of what trade or qua- 
lity foever, ought at all, without our {pecial licence, to mtermeddle, 
the fame being prohibited by divers aéts of parliament and proclama- 
tions, both antient and modern : and whereas ourfelf and divers of 
our royal predeceflors have for fome time paft tolerated a promifcu- 
ous kind of liberty to all, but efpecially to fome of the myftery and 
trade of gold{miths in London and elfewhere, not only to make the 
faid exchanges, but to buy and fell all manner of bullion: and from 
thence fome of them have grown to that licentioufnefs, that they have 
for divers years prefumed, for their private gain, to fort and weigh all 
` forts of money current within our realm, to the end to cull out the old 
_ 4nd new monies, which, either by not wearing, or by any other ae 
dent, are weightier than the reft; which weighteft monies have not on y 

cen molten down for the making of plate, &c. but even traded in and 


old to merchant ftrangers, &c. who have exported the fame ; whereby 
$r z “fore of Barbados, ha 
Late attorney general of Barbados. s on, the author of the Hilton of Daa ay 
a thers, as we have already feen, dated the firt left a blank day the ee y: oe : ' 
“ment of Barbados twelve years carlier, Li- ifland by Sir W illiam ourcen. 
TOL, TI. x X ~ 


} 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


ier. 


SS Oe 


A. D. 1627. 


© the confumption of our coins has been greatly occafioned, as alfo the 
‘ yaifing of the filver even of our own monies to a rate above what the 
« are truly current for ; by reafon whereof no filver can be brought to our 
+ mint, but to the lofs of the bringers, &c. For the reforming of all 
« which abufes, we have, by the advice of our privy-council, determineq 
‘ to refume our faid right, for our own profit and the good of the realm: 
£ and for this end we do now appoint Henry earl of Holland and his 
: deputies to have the office of our changes, exchanges, and out-changes 
‘ whatfoever, in England, Wales, and Ireland. And we do hereb 
< ftriétly charge and command that no gold{mith nor other perfon what. 
« foever, other than the faid earl of Holland, do prefume to change, &c. 
« (as above) and as the following articles do more fully dire@ in fub- 
« ftance, viz. 
‘ Tand II) ‘ None (without our fpecial licence) fhall tranfport to fo- 

‘ reign parts any gold or filver, in coin, plate, or bullion, as by ftatute, 
“o Edw. III, and 2 Hen. IV. 

Til) ‘ None fhall prefume to melt down the current coins of our king- 
* doms, nor to cull and fort from the reft any of the weightier mo- 
“ nies. 

IV) ‘ None but our faid changer, and his deputies, fhall receive or take; 
‘ by way of payment, or exchange, diredtly or indireétly, for any fpecies: 
‘ of foreign coin, or other gold or filver, more than the rates which now 
‘are or hereafter may be given or allowed for the fame at our mint or 
< exchange. 

V) ‘ To prevent the frauds of gold{miths againft the ftatute of the 
‘ 18th of Queen Elizabeth, every gold{mith, on the fale of any plate, 
* fhall deliver a ticket, with his name or mark, to the buyer, expreffing 
‘ the day of fale, the weight of fuch plate, and the value or rate of the 
* gold or filver apart, and alfo the value and rate of the fafhion apart, 
ou which may appear at what rate the one or the other was valued,’ 
ZC. 
VI) « In every piece of gold current for 30/, 20/, 1 5} 10f, 5/, and 
2/8, the abatement fhall not exceed four grains and an half for 30f 
pieces, three grains, two grains and a half, two grains, one grain, and 
half a grain, for the other refpective pieces; which feveral gold coins 
wanting no more fhall pafs current, as if of full weight and value: but 
‘ if they want re{pectively more in weight than the faid feveral refped- 

ive abatements, then they fhall not be current; but fhall be brought 
ee exchanges or mint, to be melted down and made into new 
: MAn co al or deceitful ftuff or manufađture of gold or filver, 
oan ee a s than our money of gold or filver, fhall be made, fold, 
; mported. Yet this order fhall not reftrain any fubjeét from 1m- 

porting of bullion from beyond fea, to be carried to our mint to be 


t 


c 
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. coined. Gold{miths, ‘however, may continue, agreeable to the fran- 
« chifes, &¢- granted to them by charters from us and our predeceflors, 
© to buy any gold or filver in plate or other manufacture, as heretofore, fo 
«gs the fame may be bought or exchanged only to make plate or other 
i manufacture ; and they do not give a higher rate for the fame than 
« the rate of our mint ; and that, under colour thereof, they do not buy, 
¢ exchange, OF intermeddle with any foreign {pecies of money or other 
: pullion, either foreign or of our own produce ; all which ought to be 
© carried to, and coined at, our mint? [Federa,V. xviii, p. 896.) ~ 

In the fame year King Charles directed a f{pecial commiffion of lords 
and gentlemen, ‘ for fix fhips of war to be fitted out, viz. three of 300 
« tons each, and three of 200 tons burden, for the guard of the northern 
c fea coafts of England from foreign enemies, whereby trade was. much 
« interrupted, and the city of London and other parts of the kingdom 
< much damaged for want of coals and other commodities, ufually tran- 
« fported from Newcaftle upon Tine and Sunderland, both to London 
< and parts adjacent, and to moft other parts of our dominions. And, 
‘ for bearing the expenfe of this armament, the king (befide the for- 
« feitures of recufants convict) hereby appropriates a voluntary offer 

made by the owners of coal-pits and the fellers of coals, to be carried 
«from thofe two towns, either by fea or land, of fixpence on every chal- 
* der of coals.’ 

Here we may obferve, 1ft, what a poor armament this was for the 
king to appoint a {pecia! commiffion of lords and gentlemen to get it 
xeady; 2dly, there is no other place therein named but Newcaftle and 

Sunderland for the coal-trade ; 3dly, that this new town of Sunderland 
was by this time grown up to be fomewhat, although in Camden’s Bri- 
tannia, written but twenty years before, it was not deemed worthy of a 
bare mention ; 4thly, that by this time the coul-trade from thofe parts 
‘to London and other fouthern parts was become very confiderable ; 
laftly, that though the king had many good fhips of his own (for thofe 
times) yet they were all laid up at Chatham and Portfmouth ; he having 
no funds for employing them again{t his foreign enemies, who were 
Probably privateers from the Spanifh Netherlands. | 

Notwithftanding the patent of the preceding year for the new way of 
making faltpetre from urine, for which an office had been erected in 
Southwark; and notwithftanding King Charles’s declaration that the 
former way of keeping floors digged up, &c. was fo troublefome to his 
lubjeds, yet fo unftable was he, that we find him now renewing his for- 
aes orders and direétions of the year 162 5 a E g 
FA -houfes, ftables, &c. free from fand, ge i ae Se 
fio oan or material of faltpetre, as before. Anc see ‘ E A 

o the duke of Buckingham, &c- that, by realon ot the & 


neS $ ~ n owder, they caufe enter, - 
“ry need there then was of faltpetre for guupow oe they ca 2 
Kx 2 
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; ork for faltpetre, as well within: houfes, lands, g&¢. 
ae of. a aie and to Ve all fuch ground, earth, walls, a rag 
vey re fhall be requifite for that purpofe. And alfo to take carriages 
and carts for the fame, at the price of fourpence per mile per cart ; the 
empty veflel to be recarried gratis, as formerly. Alfo to take fea-coa] 
and wood-athes, at reafonable prices ; as alfo: work-houfes, barns, yards, 
&c. for working the mine of faltpetre at reafonable rates, &c. [ Federg - 
P. xviii, pp. 915, 918.) : À 

The king iflued a new proclamation concerning tobacco, much in 
the file of his own and his father’s former ones, and for the {ole Mono- 
poly thereof. _ “ae 

I) He enjoins the plucking up of all tobacco growing in England and 

Ireland, and ftriétly forbids the planting any more. 

II) None fhall hereafter import any Spanifh or other foreign tobacco. 
without the king’s fpecial commiffion. 

M) And becaufe fuch foreign tobacco fhould not be uttered under pres. 

tence of being the tobacco of Virginia and the Somer ifles, and other 
Englifh colonies; and that the planters in his faid colonies may not give 
themfelves over to the planting of tobacco only, and negle to apply 
themfelves to folid commodities fit for the eftablifhing of colonies (which. 
will utterly deftroy thefe and all other plantations); from henceforth 
no tobacco, even of our own colonies, fhall be imported, without our 
own {pecial licence: and what fhall be fo imported {hall be delivered to 
our ufe, upon fuch reafonable price as fhall be agreed ‘on. 

IV) No perfon fhall henceforth buy any tobacco here, but from our 
commiffioners: which tobacco fhall be fealed or. ftamped ; and when 
fold again, a note fhall be made, expreffing the time when bought, and 
the quantity and quality thereof. [Federa, V. xviii, p: 920.) 

King Charles iffued the following declaration, viz. 

Whereas the kingdom of Ireland, by reafon of the peace and plenty 

‘ it hath of late enjoyed, is fo ftored with profitable commodities and 


' Merchandizes, that they have not only enough for their own ufe, but 
‘ alfo for exportation : 


‘< And whereas the faid I 


nd Wa~- 


rifh exported commodities are fuch as are 
ufually or moftly carried to countries not in league or friendfhip 


with us, (meaning Spain and Portugal) for the increafe therefor of 
, our revenue we have thought fit to raife a higher and greater im- 
pofition or increafe of fubfid 


y on the goods therein fpecified ; whereby 
* our faid enemies, or thofe not in league with us, who ftand in need of 
n commodities, muft pay higher rates for the fame than hereto- 
ore, 


* The commodities 
‘ butter, falted fleth o 
` candles, iron, w 


3 
é 


¢ 


herein fpecified were pilchards, herrings, falmon, 
Fall kinds, fheep and calves fkins, ox hides, tallow 
ool, yarn, ruggs, blankets, wax, goat and deer fkins, 
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+ Jive bulls, oxen, cows, horfes, pipe-ftaves, corn and pulfe of all kinds: 
«put the additional duties thereon fhall not take place for any import- 
i ations into England. No pipe-ftaves, or wool, or fheep-fkins with the 
: wool, fhall be exported from Ireland without a fpecial licence : and 
i merchants-ftrangers fhall pay one fourth part more than natives at 
< fuch exportations.’ [Federa, V. xviii, p. 932.] 

The king again iffued the ufual proclamations enjoining the nobility 
and gentry to withdraw to their country feats for the keeping of hofpi- 
tality, and againft eating flefh in lent and on other fith days; for the 
feemingly idle reafons already fo often affigned. [Federa, V. xviii, pp. 

o, 961 .] : 
Se, king renewed his commiffion for the better execution of his for- 
mer proclamation touching the office of his changer and re-changer of 
gold and filver, and for retraining goldf{miths from culling and melting 
down of the coin. [Federa, V. xviii, p. 970.] 

In a long lift of dignities and offices created in this year, there is one 
‘ for the fole making and regiftering of all manner of affurances, inti- 
‘ mations, and renunciations, made upon any {hip or fhips, goods, or 
: merchandize, in the royal exchange, or other places within the city of 
* London, for thirty-one years? [Fadera, V. xviii, p. 987] 

Other projected monopolies of this year for the term of fourteen years, 
were, - 

1) ‘ A charter to three perfons for the fole practice of their new. in- 

‘ vention for melting iron ore, and making the fame into caft works and 

‘ bars, with fea-coal and pit-coal only. 

‘ Il) * A device for plowing of land without either horfes or oxen. — 
‘ III) « For the fole ufe of a new-invented engine to make all kinds 

‘ of mills to grind and perform their wonted labour without the help 

‘ either of horfes, wind, or water, under the yearly rent of Lroo to the 

* exchequer.’ pi 

In the fame year King Charles is faid to have made a grant to: James 

Hay earl of Carlifle of the fine ifland of Barbados, and alfo of all the 

other Englifh Caribbee iflands. Yet the earl of Clarendon, 1n one of his 

tracts, teftifies that James Ley, earl of Marlborough and lord treafurer, 
ad a prior grant thereof in this fame year, and that he afterwards in 

1629, (as fhall be fhewn from the Foedera) confented to have thofe 

iflands granted to the earl of Carlifle, upon payment of L 300 per annum: 

although the planters themfelves then infifted on the king’s taking them 
under his own immediate protection, and on the revocation of the char- 

ter to Lord Carlifle; and with good reafon, as they alone had been 5 

the expenfe of planting the fame. Sir William Courten, who firft plante s 

arbados in the reign of King James I, is faid by his fon to have ae 
three years in quiet poffeffion of it, and to have expended E = 
TES buildings, and plantations there. How he came now to tole it, 
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or whether he fold itin parcels to the planters, ‘or if his right was dif. 
utable, does not clearly appear. In a printed pour of his great 
lofles fuftained in his trade to the Eaft-Indies, his on pofitively affirms 
that his father firft difcovered, planted, and fortified, the ifland of Bar- 
bados, and afterward had a grant of it from King Charles I, in the third 
year of his reign, by a patent; and that the earl of Carlifle, in virtue 
of his grant the following year, intruded, and took forcible poffeffion 
thereof; for which injury Sir William’s reprefentatives never had AT 
compenfation. Thefe Weft-India iflands, before they fell into the 
planting of fugar canes, were in thofe early times thought of very 
little worth, otherwife the grant above-named would not have been fo 
readily made. The planters, however, went on in improving them 
during all the civil war and the ufurpation >, but at the reftoration of 
King Charles If it was determined by the king and council that out of 
the revenue of Barbados, then greatly improved, the L300 per annum 
fhould be allowed to the earl of Marlborough for his life ; and that, once 
for all, Ltooo fhould be paid to the earl of Kinnoul, who claimed under 
the earl of Carlifle’s grant, fo as he furrendered Lord Carlifle’s charter : 
and thus Barbados and all the other Caribbee ifles (Barbuda excepted *) 
thenceforward came under the.immediate government of the crown, as 
they have ever fince remained. 

This year a folemn agreement was executed between the Englith and 
French planters for dividing the ifland of St. Chriftophers between 
them, and proper boundaries were fixed, which (fays our French author) 
remain to this day (viz. anno 1658): but there was a fpecial provifo 
that fifhing, hunting, the falt ponds, the moft pretious kind of wood for 
dyers and joiners work, and the havens.and mines, fhould all be com- 
mon to both nations: they alfo made a mutual covenant for their de- 
fence againft the common enemy (meaning Spain.) The fame author 
adds, that a company in London fupplied the Englifh there with every 
thing very well; and that the Engiifh, being better acquainted with 
the fea and with colonizing, improved their moiety of the ifland much 
better and quicker than the French did theirs: fo that the Englith were 
enabled in the following year, 1628, to go over to the ifle of Nevis, and 
to plant thereon ; it being but about half a league diftant. 

PRF ae aprons ie well enough together till the revolution in 
Ee TA a saa the French, by furprife, and before war m 
eens ie eee el upon the Englifh, at the inftigation of the In 
Na xt aem, and maftered them, obliging them to retire 2 
E o wee following the Englifh, headed by Colonel Cod- 
gl by Mie eee ee Ga ne E yet they. wero aer 
ylwick, On the breaking out of the war in 1702; 


a 
* See below in the year 1628. 
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Colonel Coddrington again difpoffeffed the French; and by the peace 
of Utrecht we have it entire. It is a noble and fruitful ifle, making 
10,000 hogfheads of {ugar yearly, and has plenty of other ‘excellent pro~ 
quétions, 4s cotton, ginger, &c. and is well watered. 

The ifland of Dominica, lying between Martinico and Guadaloupe, 
has been claimed both by England and France ; and for that reafor has 
never yet been planted by either nation ;.and has ftill many Carib na- 
tives OD it, who were much increafed by the Caribs retiring fo it, who 
had been driven out of the other neighbouring iflands by the Europeans. 
This ifland 1s till included in the commiffion of the governor of Bar- 


bados, t 3 
rib natives were faid to favour the French more than the Englifh: and 


to fell their: poultry, hogs, &c. to thofe of Martinico: yet we,.as well as 
other European nations, did fometimes wood and water on it, although 
it has neither ports nor good bays for fhelter. 

Defeada is partly planted by the French ;.thongh the time when is 
not well known: and it is generally faid to be of very fmall import- 


ance, 
1628.—At this time the Hollanders did infinite damage to the Spa- 


niards in the Weft-Indies, by taking their plate fleet, and plundering 
‘the coafts of the ifland of Cuba. . It would be almoft endlefs to enume- 
rate the damages they at different times did to Spain, till the year 1648, 
when the peace of Munfter put a perid to all their differences. 
We may in a great meafure underftand the true ftate of the Englifh 
Eaft-India company’s affairs at this time from their petition and remon- 
ftrance to the houfe of commons, printed in the year 1628; being in 
fubftance, that the company having exifted twenty-eight years, by char- 
ters from Queen Elizabeth, King James, and King Charles, they traded 
with great fuccefs to India, until fundry ill accidents from ftorms and 
enemies, but more efpecially from profefled friends and allies, (meaning 
the Dutch company) have “infinitely damaged it. Which misfortunes, 
together with our annual exportation of ‘foreign coin to India, having 
begot fuch caufelefs complaints as thereby have much difcouraged the 
adventurers from any longer trading under the general cenfure of all 
tanks in the nation. They therefor humbly pray that honourable houle 
to take the under-mentioned articles or queries into their confidera-. 
tion: and if upon their examination the {aid trade fhall be found to be 
“nprofitable to the kingdom, that it may be fup 
wife, they pray that it may be fupported and coun 
mublic declaration, for the fatisfaétion of all his majeft 
€ better encouragement of the prefent adventurers. 


a ede I) The company’s trade much increafeth the tron af A 
ac ith mari l ippi ution, and all uterul at- 
i riners, warlike fhipping, ammu! A 

PP eeneral traffic of England, not only 


ti B 
ficers relating thereto; as alfo the genera 


tenanced by fome 
y’s fubjects, and 
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“by its own trade to India, but by its large magazine of many rich The 
y be exported -to foreign countries, as Turkey, Italy th 
Sa Banii e Re Here they expatiate on their former benefits to the 
Pe R fome few years before they emp sae tons of fhip. 
ping all at one time; either going to, ee pe Eo or E Ing in, India, 
from port to port : and that at prefent they employ 10,000 tons and 5 500 
mariners: that laft year they imported pepper to oe value of L208 O09 
fterling, whereof the value of L180,000 was re-exported to foreign parts 
in a few weeks, and much the like of indigo, calicoes, and divers Other 
rich wares; by which re-exportations they employ 2000 more tons of 
fhipping and 500 mariners : that at leaft 1000 perfons are fupported 
by the building and repair of their fhips, the making their artillery, 
naval ftores, provifions, &c. befide the tonnage employed by the com- 
pany to fetch timber and pipe-ftaves out of Ireland*, and hemp out of 
‘Eaftland ; and for importing wines, elephants teeth, wrought filks, co- 
ral, quickfilver, &c. to furnifh out thofe voyages : that the great ma- 
gazines of naval ftores and ammunition, which the company has always 
ready, are often helpful to others, as being no where elfe to be had for 
‘money at home. and they at this time make 30 barrels of gunpowder 
weekly, at their own powder-mills, of the faltpetre they import from 

India. 

II) It increafes the general wealth of the nation ; it faves much money 
yearly to our nation in the expenfe-of Indian wares, by fupplying them 
fo much cheaper than they could have them from other European na- 
tions ; it increafes very confiderably the king’s cuftoms ; improves the 
price of land, and of wool, tin, lead, iron, &c.: wherefor, though in the 
company’s late unfortunate years they have themfelves been lofers, yet 
the crown and nation have all the while been gainers by this trade. 
in India continually increafes. 
ving for three years paft been 
that thofe fpices are twice as 
dear as when the company imported them from India. That the raif- 
ateft confequence to gentlemen, 
more in value of our own na- 
fe of other nations, the balance 
in treafure; and an increafe of treafure will 
And that the treafure fo received by 
rce is the only money which can re- 
y which we are enriched. That this 
rally increafe the price of wool, tin, 
ibute to increafe the price of lands, as 
chants riches gotten by traffic. That it 

I 


* Ireland, then capable of fupplying thip timber, is now quite deftitute of it. 
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well merits confideration that there are three different {pecies of profit 
in foreign commerce: 1ft, the merchant may be a lofer when the na- 
. gon may be a gainer by this traffic: for inftance, the company thall 
fend out goods or money to the value of _Lioo,ooo and bring home 
1,300,000 value in return ; yet though this return trebles the public 
ftock, the company may neverthelefs be lofers, if the goods in return be 
To bulky as to occafion fo much freight of fhipping, infurance, cuftoms, 
and other charges, as amount to 1.200.000, which added to the princi- 
‘pal of LI 90,000 will make the company lofers, although the nation may 
þe gainers by the additional L200,000 ; 2dly, the merchant may be a 
gainer by a lofing trade to the nation, if our imports exceed our exports 
_ jn the general balance ; and laftly, the king may be a gainer in his 
cuftoms, when both the merchant and the nation may be lofers by fome 
trades. : 6 
111) The next two articles, viz. the company being a means to weaken 
the king of Spam and his fubjeéts, and to-exhauft their treafure; and their 
counterpoifing the {welling greatnefs of the Dutch, and keeping them 
from being abfolute lords of the feas, if they could drive us out of this rich 
trafic, as they have long endeavoured to do, both by policy and force, 
were confiderations fuitable to that age alone, and therefor not now to 
be regarded. 

IV) To the common objection that the Eaft-India trade exhaufts our 
treafure (which objection was made fo early in Spain as the reign of the 
emperor Charles V) the company replies that this trade is fo far from 
doing it, that, with refpect to their carrying it on, it is the beft means 
to increafe the treafure of this kingdom: for they receive a greater 
balance in cafh by the vaft quantity of Eaft-India merchandize re-ex- 
ported to other countries than the fums fent out to India; befide em- 
ploying much fhipping and many failors therein, &c.: all which the 
company fubmitted to that honourable houfe: But the fudden diffolu- 
tion of the parliament prevented their taking this remonftrance into 
their confideration; and the company continued to carry on their trade 
to India, though with various fuccels. P an 

This piece being one of the moft authentic and judicious vindica- 
tions of our Eaft-India trade, we have made the larger extract from it, 
as it may hereafter {ave the trouble of exhibiting the fame fort of an- 
lwers to future objeGions concerning it. Tt was fo well efteemed as to 
De afterward reprinted in the year 1641: yet we muft here in point of 
nce remark, that in that whole piece there 1s not the leaft a i 

€ company’s being a monopoly, although that was then one o g e 
objections againft it. The company’s filence on that tender pomt was 


Probably the effect of their great prudence, as not being able in that cri- 


tical ti ing what they were 
me to fatisf houfe of commons concerning wi 
9 ee without doors. 


on complaining of in general, both within E 
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Notwithftanding the fomer difappointments in the plantin 


2 b è § in, Or 
trading to, Guiana, it was now again Pimpen aa company 5 anda 

atent was granted to Captain North, &c. ‘a a 4 ; S hes Sir Wal- 
ter Raleigh in the laft unfortunate adventure thit oar rey Even went 
{fo far as to make a fettlement on the river of Amazons, and began to 
erect buildings, fortifications, &e. But this came aterm nothin ; 
though not immediately : for in Sir paai Monon s Naval trads, 
publifhed in the year 16 35, he reports that ther oe ae nen actually an 
‘ Englifh colony in Guiana, which yielded the beft tobacco; and tha 
í the natives were the moft tractable of any of our fettlements.’ How 
this came to be dropped, we apprehend, does nowhere appear; unlefs 
poffibly this author meant the colony of Surinam, which was firft fet- 
tled by England fomewhat near this time. 

King Charles iffued a proclamation againft carrying provifions or am- 
munition to France, Louis XIII having, in the preceding year, publith- 
ed two feveral edits, ‘ full of acrimony, againft fupplying England 
with the fame. [Federa, V. xix, p. 1.] 

King Charles having in the preceding year mifcarried in his expedi- 
tion againft the ifle of Rheé, fent out this year a fleet under the earl of 
Lindfay for the relief of Rochelle: (then clofely befieged by Louis XIII, 

Cardinal Richlieu being at that fiege in perfon). Our king this year 
concluded a treaty with the Rochellers, wherein he promifed never to 
abandon them, nor to make peace with their king without compre- 
hénding them therein *. [General collection of treaties, V. ii, p. 259, ed. 
1732.] Yet that fleet was obliged to return home without being able 
to effect it. King Charles in the fame year fent out another fleet for its 
relief under the earl of Danby, which alfo returned unfuccefsful, the 
boom placed before the entrance into its harbour being too {trong to be 
forced. Whereupon the poor Rochellers were forced to furrender to 
the French king, to the unfpeakable lofs of the French proteftant church, 
as well as of England, which, by fupporting Rochelle and other French 
proteftants in general, might not only have been much better able to 
he the growing power of the French monarchy, but likewife to keep 
rma en of trade with that kingdom much more in our favour: for 
€ turrender of Rochelle and demolifhing the fortifications, firft 


* King Charles's firft lett 


riffs, peers, and burzeffes of 
19th of May, 1628, « i 

aes ee ee Gentlemen, be not difeou- 
‘ the laft, for I am re 
* perilh rather than you be not reli 


* coafts, and am fending fev n back to your 


-* it: with the help of God the fi 


* happy for you? ` His fecond letter to them was 


of the 27th of May, OnE G Gentlemen, I have 


wg 


€ been much troubled to hear that my fleet was 
© upon the point of returning home without obey- 
“ing my orders in fupplying you with provilions : 
© coft what it will, I have commanded them fo re- 
turn to your road, and not to come away till you 
are {upplied. Affure yourfelves thar I fhall 
‘ ver abandon you; and that I fhall coria 3 
whole power of my kingdom for your deliver- 
$ ae until God aflift me to obtain for you an 
< affure — od frien i 
d peace. —Your go eae Ras? 
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of Montauban, and afterwards of Nifmes and Montpelier, the proteftants 
e never able to make head againft the catholics. Pufiendorf relates 
fome have thought thofe civil wars had, firft and laft, devoured 
e 1,000,000 of people, deftroyed 9 cities, 400 villages, 20,000 
churches, and 2000 monatteries ; and that 100,000 houfes were either 
burnt oF demolifhed thereby. 
In this year the Dutch Weft-India company are faid to have divided 
fifty per cent to their proprietors, chiefly by means of the capture of 
the Spanifh plate fleet, as already mentioned, valued by fome at twelve 
millions of guilders. They alfo got much treafure by driving a Spanifh 
{quadron of {hips on fhore on the coaft of Peru, and plundering them. 
By fuch prodigious loffes on the fide of Spain it was as impoffible for 
that monarchy not to decline very much as for the Dutch republic not 
increafe greatly in wealth and power. 
King Charles again appointed commiffioners to treat with the piratical 

orts of Barbary for the redemption of Englith captives there, and for 
eftablifhing peace and commerce with them; for which end he fent 
them 6 iron cannon and 700 cannon bullets as a prefent. 

So great was the power and wealth of the’ city of Dantzick at this 
time, being now in her meridian glory, that the great king Guftavus 
Adolphus of Sweden being now at war with Poland, and fending a {qua- 
dron of eight fhips of war to block up the port of that city, the Dant- 
zickers fent out ten fhips of war againft the Swedith fleet, which they 
vanquifhed ; having killed the Swedifh adimral, taken the admiral hip, 
and obliged the reft to fly. This is by Puffendorf’s own confeflion in 
his Hiftory of Sweden. [Engli/h-tranflation, p. 506-.] 

Sir David Kirk and his affociates, during a war between England and 
France, now poflefled themfelves of Canada (which then confifted only 
of the country on the north fide of the great river St. Laurence) toge- 
ther with the caftle of Quebec ; of which Sir David’s fon was appointed 
governor: and in the fame year they conquered Nova-Scotia, which Sir 

William Alexander again poflefled ; when the French agreed to recog- 
nize our king’s property of all Nova-Scotia: and it is faid they agreed 
to pay Sir David Kirk L50,000 for quitting the forts which he had pof- 
fefled himfelf of in Canada ; which fum however was never paid. 
` This year the Englifh, under Sir Thomas Warner, from St. Chilis 
Phers, again planted the néighbouring {mall ifland of Nevis Kom T 
called Mevis) being about eighteen miles in circuit. It has plenty P 
ch water pag ad aa a ercely any other aple produce Nit 
ce and melafles, though it formerly yielded tobacco, St oe eee By 
on. It is faid they have at this time about 390° pe os ee 
ne flaves, From this ifland St. Chriftophers, Euflana, i Bs = ee = 
_ ontlerrat, St. Bartholemew, and Guadaloupe, May be plainly, 
Clear day : - : 
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The ifle of Barbuda was alfo fettled on by the Englith, 
éd from St. Chriftophers by Sir Thomas Warner, &c. At firg 
were fo haraffed by the the Caribs from Dominica as to be obliged 
defert it: yet the Carib natives being afterward greatly diminifheq e 
Englifh again planted on it. It is about fifteen miles in length aiid i 
the only proprietary government of all the Englifh Caribbee ifles its d 
vernor being in the nomination of the heirs of Chriftopher Codin 
ton, Eig. who was governor of Barbados in the reign of Queen Ann : 
and who fettled this ifle and a good eftate in Barbados for the fupport e, 

: : ; ; of 
his college in the laft named ifle, for the inftruction of negro children 
The breeding of cattle for the other Englith ifles is the principal San. 
ployment of the inhabitants; and they alfo raife plenty of corn ana 
other provifions for the ufe of thofe iflands, but no fugar. 

It was about this time that the Dutch Eaft-India company’s fhips dif. 
covered the fouthern continent, firt named Carpentaria, from its. dif. 
coverer, and afterwards New Holland, lying to the fouth of the ifland 
of Java; other parts of this country had the names of their difcoverers 
given them, viz. De Witt’s land and Nuyt’s land. Neverthelefs, after fo 
many years difcovery, neither the Dutch nor any other nation. have as 
yet made any kind of advantage or improvement from it 3 nor has any 
fettlement been hitherto made on that country in all this time. An- 
other generation may poffibly difcover whether it be only 
ee omen next the fouth pole, and may poffibly 
oo ~ on ok pretend that there is fome myftery in 
ae oan ee y : > a cing a fettlement on this terra auftralis ox 
eae A +e He probable account of this matter feems to be 

utch Company have already as much territory 

a o well manage; and that thofe new lands are thought fo very 
ee fo a a E they would anfwer the charge and trouble 
e have feen that King Gharles revived the office of the king’s ex 

Lae a Eend fiver, which had been long in difufe ; anda pamph- 
eae office ae ifhed by his authority, intitled, ¢ Cambium regis, 
“ his majelty’s ri a ely s exchange royal; declaring and juftifying 
was fhown, hoe sks ereto, and the conveniency thereof; wherein it 
always been a flowes ES UEG of exchange of bullion for coin_has 
MOER King Hen, ka crown, of which inftances are quoted from 
office for no fimallen = y downward: that King John farmed out that 
where eee um than 5000 marks: that the place or office 
in Lon Hone; a as made in his reign, was near St. Paul’s cathedral 

Save name to the ftreet ftill called the Old change: that, 


ry to info: ; 
t has fettled a reage Hig country here mentioned is that on which the 


a huge ifland, 


* It is fearcely neceffa 
Britifh governmen 
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m facceeding reigns, there were feveral other places for thefe exchange 
pefides London: that this method continued till the time of King Henry 
yil, who fuffered his coin to be fo far debafed that no regular ex- 
changes could be made: that that confufion made way for the London 
soldfmiths to leave off their proper trade of goldfmithrie, and to turn 
changers of plate and foreign coins for Englith coins; though they: 
had no right to buy any gold or filver for any other purpofe an for 
their manufacture; neither had any other perfon, but thofe fubftituted. 
by the crown, a right to buy the fame. The king,. therefor, has now 
refumed this office, not merely to keep up his right fo to do, but like- 
wife to prevent thofe trafficking goldimiths from culling and forting all 
the heavy coin, and felling the fame to the mint of Holland, which 
gained greatly thereby, or melting thofe heavy coins down for making 
of plate 5 witnefs the pieces of 134d, old fhiliings- of. Queen- Elizabeth, . 
94, and 44d pieces; which being wieghty monies, none. of them are 
how to be met with; whereby they have raifed the price of filver to 
ad per ounce above the value of the mint ; which thereby has ftood ftill: + 
ever fince the 11th of King James. That for above thirty years paft it 
has been the ufual practice of thofe exchanging goldfmiths to make their 
fervants run every morning from fhop to- fhop,.to buy up all weighty 
coins for the mints of Holland and the eaft countries, whereby the king’s 
mint has ftood fill. The former allowances in the old cambium regis 
were 1d, and fometimes 14d exchange upon the value of every noble, 
(i.e. 6/8.) Thofe offices were ufually fold by the crown for a good 
fum of money, and the king’s exchanger had alfo the fole right of ex- 
changing plate and any other manufacture of gold and filver at home 
tor the king’s coin, taking the like allowance, and alfo the coinage 
duty. 

Asaint the revival of this royal exchange, the goldfmiths company of 
London earneftly petitioned the king and council, as did afterwards the 
lord mayor, court of aldermen, and common council, in behalf of the 
goldfmiths company, who called themfelves no fewer than goo families, 
whereas the royal pamphlet afferts: that not above ten gold{fmiths were 
Concerned in this exchanging trade. In brief, upon a fecond petition - 
of the goldfmiths, the king told them to trouble him no farther, fince 
his right to the office was undoubtedly clear. T 
_ 1629.—On the 2d of March 1628-9 King Charles EEO i 7 opel 
lament, with many fharp expreffions of refentment againft tho PE 
bers of the houfe of commons who oppofed his meafures ; ie era, 
xix, ~. 29] by which the differences between. him and his Pe caer 

ayly wider. Yet, rather than have any more parliaments, Bf Toy 
Seper into arbitrary and illegal methods for raifing money ae ae 
Prerogative. So from this time till the year 1640 there was pi 
lament fummoned. 
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An attempt feems to have been now made igweoduae fk in Ene. 
land; as may be inferred from a grant to Walter lord Afton, as 
of the cuftody of the garden, mulberry-trees, . and filk-worms near St 
James’s, in the county of Middlefex. Or, poflibly, this was only fe 
continuation of King James’s project in 1608. There is a place g eae 
way without the fouth-weft gate of St. James’s park, towards Chelfex 
whch {till bears the name of the Mulberry garden, and anfwers to the 
defcription of the above. 

This year the king gave exclufive grants of fourteen years for the fol- 
lowing inventions, viz. bays: 

< 1) For an engine for the more eafy cutting of timber, under the 
‘ yearly rent of 4o/ to be paid into the exchequer. 

‘ 2) For engines for draining marfh lands. 

« 3) For a medicine for preferving fheep from the rot. 

< 4) An engine for the {afe tranfportation of horfes and other cattle 
‘ from Ireland into England, and from England into Ireland.’ [Fe- 
dera. V. xix, p. 40.) - 

By an act of parliament [3 Car. I, c. 4] corn was permitted to be ex- 
ported to the king’s allies, when at the following (which muft therefor 
have been then efteemed moderate) prices, viz. wheat per quarter 32/, 

rye 20/, beans 16/, and barley or malt at 16/, per quarter. 

King Charles, in the fourth year of his reign, incorporated the popu- 
lous province of New-England, called Maffachuffet’s-bay, of which Bof- 
ton is the capital. King Charles II, in the year 1684, having, for his 
arbitrary ends, compelled the city of London, by a quo warranto, to fur- 
tender their charters, this province likewife was obliged to fubmit to it, 
as was alfo the colony of New-Plymouth and the province of Main; but 
that province was, in the year 1691, again incorporated by King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary, by its old name; but the crown thereby referv- 
sa the appointing ofits governor, deputy-governor, fecretary, and judge- 
=... Bens cnallcets, civil and military, are in the nomination of 
e eS who ato ele& the council. This pro- 
ation, omer oie: pane’ icut, Rhode-Ifland, and Providence plant- 
hire, alfo Eccl a Sop only called New-England. New-Hamp- 
parate province es a part of New-England, was made a fe- 
Georgia and N pls cpt depending on the crown, as is now alfo 
are in the king’s RET | whofe governors, councils, and magiftrates, 
kind of monarchica! trib; ent. Thus Maryland and Penfylvania are a 
ifland may b tees tary governments; Connecticut and Rhode- 
bay i Hor called tributary popular gover ; and Maflachufet’s- 
ay is a mixture of ean governments ; ani oa ies 
Carolinas and New-Jerfey a he pular conftitutions. : In our days the tw 
and New-York were Tend bef SERE regal governments, as Virginia 
rican feas, but Babit eee ian are alfo all our iflands in the Ame- 

- Hitherio thefe different forms of government 
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pavé not very materially or generally affe&ted the commerce of the Bri- 
tifh empire, though moft men are under apprehenfions that fooner or 
Jater they may. . 

| The fil manufacture at London had now become fo confiderable, 
that the filk-throwers of that city and within four miles of it were in- 
corporated under the name of the mafter, wardens, afliftants, and com- 
monalty of filk-throwers. 

Peace was proclaimed with France, and the intercourfe of commerce 

between the two nations, on the footing of antient treaties, was renew- 
ed. (fadera, V. xx, p. 66.] 


Upon this peace Cardinal Richlicu, who was fuperintendant-general 


of the commerce and navigation of France, refolved to maintain threes 


fquadrons of fhips conftantly in pay ; two for the guard of the French 
coafts on the Ocean and on the-Mediterranean, and the third to remain 
yeady in the ports of Gafcoigne, for convoying the French merchant 
{hips trading to Canada. This was doubtlefs a very wife refolution in 
that able minifter, France being till now utterly deftitute of maritime 
ftrength. j 

We find that, upon King Charles’s difbanding his army, which had 
been employed beyond fea, {warms of Irifh beggars were every where 
feen, to the great annoyance.of the country. The king thereupon if- 
{ued his proclamation, commanding them forthwith to return to Ireland, 
to be conveyed from conftable to conftable to the ports of Briftol, Mine- 
head, Barnftable, Chefter, Liverpool, Milford, or Workington ; dire@- 
ing them to be punifhed as rogues or vagabonds, wherever found beg- 
ging afterwards. ‘They were to be fhipped at the charge of the refpect- 
ive counties. And it was thereby farther directed, that no fhip thould 
bring over any beggars from Ireland *; and that Englifhmen begging. 
as difbanded foldiers or mariners fhould be punifhed as vagabonds. [Fa— 
dera, F. xix, p. E ; 
_ Many were the fhifts and devices which King Charles was put upon, 
in the long interval of parliament, for procuring money. We find him 
commiffioning Sir Sackville Crow to get 610 pieces of iron cannon catt 
in our forge, within our foreft of Dean, in Glocefterfhire, or elfe- 

where, as to you it [hall feem.fit’ And he employed Philip Burla- 
mach, an eminent merchant, to fell thofe cannon (viz. 4000 ton weight 
thereof) to the ftates general of the United Netherlands, for redeeming 
from them his crown jewels, pawned. in the year 1625, for 1,300,000. 

hus England was {till eminent for its manufacture of iron artillery be~ 
yond any other country in Europe. [Fadera, V. 0%, Pp: 89, 99-] 


* À 5 ich w much 
bet E were to be wifhed that the fame regulation were now 10 force, unlefs Cyhiol wu ai their 
arrival A means were found to fet all the Irifh poor to fome ufeful employment immediately UP 

ain Britain: for the-flreets of London are shamefully crowded with them. ; 
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He confirmed the ftarchmakers company’s monopoly, eftablithed p 
his father; and he prohibited the importation of French wines for 4 
limited time, on pretence of a complaint of the merchants and vintners 
that the quantity thereof remaining unfold was fo large that they could 
not carry on their bufinefs without fuch a temporary prohibition, [ Fo. 
dera, V. xix, pp. 92, 94-] This too was probably a monopolizing job! 

The king alfo prohibited the fale of any veflels, whether Englith op 
foreign built, to foreigners. [Federa, V. xix, p. 95+] 

The coafts of England and Ireland were now much infefted by pirates 
-of various nations. King Charles therefor commiffioned his lord trea- 
Turer Wefton and others, ‘ to fend forthwith to fea fuch {hips as they 
Should judge needful for fuppreffing of thofe pirates, who committed 
call manner of hoftilities and fpoils, to the utter overthrow of all mutual 

trade between our own fubjects and all other merchant-ftrangers, fab- 
jects of our friends and allies.’ [Federa, V. xix, p. 102.]. | 

The king’s neceffities obliged him to retrench the expenfe of his 
houfhold, by abolifhing the greateft part of the dayly tables in His 
palace, being till then, it is faid, eighty in number, for the entertain- 

ment of his officers and fervants; and allowing them, in lieu of thoe 
tables, a certain annual fum by the name of board-wages: whereby both 
the crown and the houfehold fervants are in the iffue confiderable gainers, 
This was probably by Sir Robert Cotton’s advice, who, in a fpeech at 
the council-table, told the king that there was never, a back-door' of 
his palace into Weftminfter but what coft him L2coo yearly. 

This we conceive was the original of the board-wages, which, in all 
the lifts of the houfehold of our monarchs, we fee to be ever fince al- 
lowed to the king’s menial officers and fervants. Some farther -reduc- 
tions of the fame fort have been fince made in the king’s houfehold ; in 
kes which an addition has been made to their falaries. 
` A the paruh admiral had orders, in his way to New Spain, 
eee ee ifh and French from the ifland of St. Chriftophers, 
Seat pe on fome Englith fhips; and landing, drove the French 
one an S, a obliged them to embark, as he alfo did as many 
Ae opens ie fhips could hold. But when the Spanifh 
ing it: the oe ese left in that ifland fet affiduoufly to improv- 
RP coy clea an pa to their old plantations ; and both na- 
The Englith ee $ and fupported from their mother countries. 
that ifland, ake aa ane foon too numerous for their moiety © 
and Barbados; È A pom it fettled in Barbuda, Montferrat, Antigua, 
neighbourhood. ne French alfo did in Guadaloupe, &c. in the fame 

King G ; 5 
to his a fencer om a hie Eral to James Hay earl of Carlifle, and 
and 2oth degrees of n E e Caribbee iflands, fituated between the 10t 

S orth latitude, and between the 315th and 327th 
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degrees of longitudes herein named by the king the province of Carlifle, 
and the Carlifle 1 ands; And in December following, the earl appoint- 
ed Hugh Lamy, 2 French proteftant of Normandy, to receive, during 
life, all barant eng revenues of the iflands, upon his undertaking to 
carry colonies of his countrymen thither, and to fortify and improve 
the iflands, allowing him the twentieth part of the revenues. All which 
was confirmed by King Charles, in the fame manner as they had been 
granted two years before to the earl of Marlborough, as we have noted 
under the year 1627. [Fædera, V. xix, pp. 127, 128.) 

King Charles confirmed the appointment made by Sir Robert Heath, 
his attorney-general, to the above mentioned Hugh Lamy, of the of- 
fice of receiver-general of the revenues of the province of Carolana, and 
the adjacent ifles of Bahama, lying between the 31{t and 36th degrees 
of north latitude, extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean. 
Carolana, with the Bahama ifles, had been granted, on the 30th of Octo- - 
ber 1629, by King Charles to Sir Robert Heath, and to his heirs, and 
was the fame country (exclufive of the ifles) now named North and 
South Carolina, and Georgia, together with the ufurped French colony 
behind them, called Miflifippi or Louifiana. Sir Robert afterwards con- 
veyed his province of Carolana to the earl of Arundel, who was at the 
expenfe of planting fundry parts of it: but the war which broke out in 
Scotland, (in which that lord was the king’s general) and the fubfequent 
civil war in England, prevented his farther progrefs therein. The five 
Indian nations of the Iroquois, who have been fo long the voluntary 
vaflals of the Englifh crown, and who had lately conquered all the lands 
from their own original country behind New-York as far as the Miffifippi 
and beyond it, made a furrender and fale of all thofe conquefts to the 
governor of New-York, in King James IPs reign. [Fædera, V. xix, p. 
128.—Cox’s Defcription of Carolina, pp. 109, 113, 1 16, e] 

It is commonly faid, that about this fame year the Englifh began to 
plant on the ifland of Providence, the chief of the the Bahama ifles, till 
then quite uninhabited, King Charles I, after the conclufion of peace 
with Spain, confirmed his grant of thofe ifles; and England has con- 
Unued to keep up her right to them as the firft occupiers, although they 
have {carcely planted in any of them, excepting this of Providence ; 
and even it is planted to very little purpofe, any farther.than for a re- 
treat in cafe of ftorms, and to prevent pirates and foreign nations from 
Ming it. Tortuga alfo is juftly claimed by Great Britain, bees 

our having early reforted thither for falt, though not as yet properly 
planted by us. 4 : i aed 


pene Charles iffued the following proclamation, in behalf of the Eafl- 

"| Company, viz. ee 

1 p Whereas the Eaftland company have, by the {pace of fitty N PEN 

Ve Pad a fettled and conftant poffeflion of n in the faid Eaftlan 
L. II, : 
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i parts in the Baltic feas; and bate ne ie iy sere ities 
i * Englifh commodities, and alfo the fole nee ‘a the c 
« dities of thofe countries, namely, hemp-yarn, cable-yarn, flax, pot. 
j “ afhes, foap-athes, Polonia wool, cordage, Eaftland linen cloth, Pitch, 
ʻ tar, and wood; whereby our kingdom hath been much enriched, our 
‘ fhips and mariners fet on work, and une honour and fame of oy; na- 
‘ tion fpread and enlarged in thofe parts *. = 

< And whereas, for their farther encouragement, the faid company have 
‘ had and enjoyed, by: letters-patents from Queen Elizabeth, the exclu- 
< five privileges above named, with general prohibitions and reftraints 
¢ of all others not licenced by the faid letters-patents : we minding the 
t upholding of the faid trade, and not to fuffer the faid fociety to fuftain 
‘any violation or diminution of their liberties and privileges, haye 
‘ thought good to ratify the fame. 

< And we do hereby ftricily charge and command all our cuftomers, 
< comptrollers, &c. that they fuffer not any broad cloth, dozens, ker- 
* feys, bays, fkins, or fuch like Englifh commodities, to be fhipped for 
* exportation to thofe parts, nor any hemp, &c. as before named, or 
‘ any other commodities whatfoever, of thofe foreign countries wherein 
* the faid company have ufed to trade, to be imported by any but fuch 
‘ as are free of that company. 

* Provided always, that the importation of corn and grain be left free 
‘ and without reftraint. - We alfo ftri@ly command, that the ftatutes 
‘ of the 5th of King Richard II, the 4th of King Henry VII, and the 
‘ 32d of King Henry VIII, made againft the fhipping of merchandize 
“ in ftrangers bottoms, either inward or outward, be duely put in ex- 

€cution ; and that neither the faid company, nor any other whatfo- 
ever, be permitted to export or import any of the above named com- 
modities in any but Englifh bottoms, under the penalties in the faid 
ftatutes contained.’ [Federa, V. xix, p. 129.] 
The great increafe of the commerce of England having of late years 
$i very much increafed the inland carriage of goods, whereby the roads 
| were more broken than heretofore, King Charles iffued his procla- 
a pa ee one of his father’s, in the 20th year of his reign, 

ae e pre ervation of the public roads of England, commanding 
te ; a oe eee: other perfon whatfoever, fhall travel yak 

Aae ie weighe Tage, with more than two wheels, nor wi 


of our - 
ommo- 


£ 
£ 
6 


| pea of twenty hundred ; nor fhall draw any waine, cart, Or 
Ho tage, with above five horfes at once. [Fadera, V. xix, p. 130-1} 
W great 1s the alteration 


fince this time, that waggons, permitted to 


ay carry aboy j : A ; 
j y above thrice that weight, have come into fuch univerfal ufe. 


= 
The Company was erected in the year 1579. 
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In the catalogue of-the grants of offices by King Charles during this 
ear, we have one called, ‘ an office for the regifter of fales and pawns 
; made to retailing brokers? [Federa, V. xix, p. 132.] Which re- 
ailing brokers feem to have been much the fame we now call pawn- 
sprokers- This was probably one of that king’s lucrative monopoly 
grants. fe k 
London at this tıme abounded in wealth and grandeur, compared to 
its condition in former ages. The gay appearance of gold(miths fhops 
fining with plate on the fouth fide of the {treet called Cheapfide, thence 
named Goldfmiths-row, was then thought very grand, extending from 
Bucklerfbury to the Old change, (four fhops only excepted of other 
trades) which {mall exception made the privy council think it worth 
while to direct the judges to confider what laws there might be in force 
to oblige the goldfmiths to plant themfelves in Cheapfide and Lombard 
ftreet, for the ufe of their trade. 
1630.—In the year 1630, Guftavus Adolphus king of Sweden, having 
entered into Germany with an army, occafioned much damage tothe com- 
merce of the Hanfe towns, by the devaftations committed by his troops. 
in that king’s manifefto he accufes the Imperialifts of forbidding his mer- 
chants all freedom of commerce, feizing on their merchandize, and confit 
cating their fhips, under the pretence of eftablifhing a general commerce 
at Lubeck for the Hanfe towns ; which, in effect, was driving the Swedes 
from the whole commerce of the Baltic, and erecting a naval fofce at 
the expenfe of his merchants, in order freely to ravage and pirate in 
that fea; having newly created an unheard of dignity of a general of 
the feas for that purpofe, and poffefled themfelves of the ports and for- 
tified places of Mecklenburg and Pomerania, fortifying the port of the 
free Hanfeatic city of Straelfund, for a receptacle and retreat to their 
pirates. [Collection of treaties, V. ii, pp. 292, 304-] Had the houfe of Auf- 
tria fucceeded in their defign of rendering themfelves abfolute in the 
empire, there would foon have been an end of all freedom of commerce 
in the ports of Germany ; and this gave a fine handle to Guftavus to 
take the city of Straelfund under his protection, whereby the Swedes 
have ever fince held a port fo very commodious for introducing their 
armies into Germany; though Staelfund is far from being bettered, 
fince from ‘a free city it is become fubject to Sweden. For the aid of 
the king of Sweden, and the fupport of the liberty of commerce, King 
See underhand, encouraged James marquis of ee ee = i 
Eoo A eon with Guftavus, for raifing and ce) mg i mie 
a cee King Charles would nA aaa aA 
palatin oitending the emperor, who gave bim hopes or rettoring 
p nate to the king of Bohemia, his brother-in-law. _ Pa 
ton eres confirmed his father’s proclamation againd ned 
Wood-athes o woolfells, woollen-yarn, Cornifh hair, tu , 


3 ; : ça- 
€s, and alfo hides, either raw or tanned, es pain of conti 
; Z2 


. 
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tion, &c. for the encouragement of the aa ee manufactures, 
and ordering that, for the better utterance e c a within this king. 
dom, all black cloths and mourning ftuffs at funerals fhould be only of 
the wools of this kingdom. And the falfe dying of cloth and ftuffs be 
ing a great hinderance to their vent, noné fhould therein ufe an 
wood or blockwood. [Federa, V. xix, p. 155-] PW acon 

In another proclamation King Charles obferves, ‘ that iron-wire is P 
< manufa&ure long praéifed in the realm, whereby many thoufands 
‘ of our fubjeéts have long been employed; and that Englith wire i 
< made of the tougheft and beft Ofmond iron, a native commodity of 
€ this kingdom, and is much better than what comes from foreign parts, 
* efpecially for making wool cards; without which no good cloth can 
‘ be made. And whereas complaints have been made by the wire. 
* drawers of this kingdom, that, by reafon of the great quantities of 
‘ foreign iron-wire lately imported, our faid fubjects cannot be fet on 
‘< work, therefor we prohibit the importation of foreign iron-wire, and 
< wool-cards made thereof, as allo hooks and eyes, and other manu- 
* factures made of foreign wire. Neither fhall any tranflate and trim 
< up any old wool cards, nor fell the fame either at home or abroad’ 
[Federa, V. xix, p. 163.) 

The king iffued another proclamation againft erecting houfes on new 
fouridations in London, Weftminfter, or within three miles of any of 
the gites of London, or of the palace of Weftminfter. Alfo againfl en- 
tertaining inmates in houfes there, ‘ which would multiply the inhabi- 
“tants to fuch an exceffive number that they could neither be govern- 
` ed nor fed.” He alfo enjoins the rebuilding of old houfes with brick 
or ftone ; and forbids cellars for victualling houfes, and fheds and other 
annoyances in the ftreets: renewing alfo his former regulations for 
making bricks and tiles. And that all thee regulations may be effect 
James Campbell lord mayor of T.ondon, jointly 


gentlemen therein named, or any four of them, 
to be his commiffioners for thefe ends. 


y log. 


Si nereafed within a few years paft. But a fraud in the 
dying thereof being lately difeovered, by adding to the weight of filk 
ae ae by a falfe and deceitful mEn 
ne ed m dying, whereby alfo the filk is weakene 
i and corrupted; ae a ; worfe ; wherefor we ftri&ly com- 
(ee se yet do hereafter ufe any flip, alder-bark, filings 
; oe we T vee deceitful matter, in Bae sib nee black or co- 
«black, and not of us hall be dyed of any other black but Spanith 
weer Ane Hot of the dyeicalled London black, or light weight, Nei 


a 
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« ther {hall they die any filk before the gum be fair boiled off from the 
« Gik, being taw- —With many other regulations relating to filk-dyeing, 
and the proportional weight before and after dying, too tedious to be 
now particularized. [Federa, V. xix, p. 187.] 

King Charles gave an exclufive patent to four perfons for a pretended 
new invention for melting, forging, or fining iron, lead, tin, and falt; 
and for burning bricks, tiles, lime, &c. with the fuel of peat or turf re- 
duced into a coal, without the ufe either of fea-coal, pit-coal, or wood. 
[Fædera, V. xix, p. 189.] ; + . 

One would naturally imagine that the condition of England, in re- 
fpett of flefh-meat and other provifions, muft in thofe times have been 
very different from what it is in our days, otherwife we fhould not fure- 
ly have feen fo many laws and proclamations in this and the two pre- 
ceding reigns againft the ufe of flefh in lent, and other fifh-days ; but in 
this year there was a fill more extraordinary proclamation on this fubject, 
wherein the king takes notice of the abufes committed by ingroffers, bad- 
gers, broggers, and buyers of corn, it being then a year of fearcity. And 
the more to fave the provifions of the nation, he enjoins the general prac- 
tice of the antient laudable cuftom, that no fuppers were wont to be kept 
on Fridays, nor on the eves of feafts commanded to be fafted, nor on 
Wednefdays and Saturdays 1n the ember weeks, and in lent; the fame 
courfe being ftill obferved in the king’s houfehold, and in the families 
of moft of the nobility, and of many gentlemen, as alfo in the inns of 
court and chancery, and the colleges of univerfities, He alfo ordains, 
that the feafts at halls of the city companies: be forborn, and that half 
the expenfe thereof be given to the neceflitous poor. And pene ae 
reign thips frequently come empty into the ports of England, to oe 
tor long voyages, which, ina time of {carcity, is by no means to be u 3 
fered ; fuch fhips, therefor, {hall hereafter only take in fuch a quantity 
of provifions as the magiftrates of the refpećtive ports fhall eee conv e- 
nient, being only for their neceflary fubfiftance till their return into 
their own country. [Fædera, V. xix, p- 195-4 on. og 

‘There was this year a monopoly project, for the practice o A ney ue 
vention for extracting gold and filver from copper, ta, and ka 5 9 ae 
for fourteen years, on paying one third of the net profits thereo $ the ae 

In the fame year King Charles moft laudably commillione a ny on 
of his great officers of ftate to inquire into the fifhery on : e oA 
coafts, how the fame may be rendered more betcioe ge Bs P k 
by framing a general fifhery company, compofed eat os 

his three kingdoms. For which end he promifed to iflue lke co 
fions to Scotland and Ireland *. [Faedera, V. xX, $. 21 L] a 

King Charles iffued a commiflion, wherem he takes notice, | aa 
the i : frequently, many confiderabte 
“Ne merchant-adventurers company have treg ) 


*'Sce more of this unden the year 1633. 
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‘fums of money deducted from them, by perfons they deal with ba 


fea, on account of defects in our white puis; in aa ath, th, 
and weight; whereby our cloths, in e e epi na foreign 
arts. Therefor he appoints commiffioners for t Be Sere o Somerfer 
Wilts, Glocefter, and Oxon, to fee the Foe a t he rig at making of 
white cloth put S E GA and a the fearchers and overfeers ne 
i y. [Fædera, V. xx, p. 219. ; 
ee a and noo was concluded between Kin & Charles Į 


breath 


of England, and King Philip IV of Spain, at Madrid, ` wherein what 


relates to commerce is to the following effec, VIZ. i 

Articles VII and XVIII) The fame articles or conditions of com- 
merce are hereby renewed that exifted before the war broke out be- 
tween Queen Elizabeth and King Philip II, and as ftipulated in the IXth 
and XXIid articles of the treaty in the year 1604. 

VHI) The merchant fhips, and fhips of war of both kings, fo as the 
later do not exceed eight in number, may freely refort to the ports ot 
both countries, and may there take in provifions, refit, and trade, as 
by antient treaties. But fhips of war fhall remain no longer than till 
they have refitted and revi@tualled. Neither fhal] a greater number of 
them come into any port of the other party, without {pecial leave ob- 
tained from the fovereign of that port: nor fhall they, under colour 
of lawful commerce, fupply the enemy of -either party with provifions, 
or with naval or warlike ftores, 

XI) No new impofitions fhall be laid in Spain on the merchandize of 
that country brought away by the Englifh in their own fhips. 

XIX) No difturbance fhali be given in Spain to the Englifh trading 
thither, on account of confcience, where no fcandal fhall be given. 

XX. Where any prohibited goods 


are exported, none but the delin- 
quent fhall be punithed for the fame ; hor fhall any thing more be for- 
feited but the faid goods. 


XXI) The effects of perfons dying in either country fhall be fecured 
for the benefit of their heirs, &c. 


XXI) In cafe of a ru 


A tions, fix 
. ` months fhall be allowed E ure hereafter between the two nations 


oth parties to remove their effects. 


ori fovereign. {Federa, V. xix, p. 219-] 
i nother proclamati gainft the cultivation 0 
tobacco in England and p 2 a A 
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annually limited by himfelf, and that none be imported but into the. 
port of London only. [Feedera, V. xix, p. 235-] vs’ E. 

In Munn’s judicious book, intitled, England’s treafure by foreign 
trade, treating of the advantage of permitting the free exportation oi 
our own coin as well as of foreign bullion, he obferves, ‘ that Ferdi- 
© nand I, the grand duke of Tufcany, was very rich in treafure, and en- 
' Jarged his trade by lending to merchants great fums of money at a 
‘ Jow intereft: that myfelf had 40,0co crowns of him, gratis, for. a 
« whole year ; although he knew that I would prefently fend it away in 
‘ fpecie to Turkey, to be employed in wares for his country ; he being 
« well affared, that in this courfe of trade it would return again, ac- 
« cording to the old faying, with a duck in the mouth. By his thus en- 

‘ couraging of commerce, within thefe thirty years the trade of his port 
‘ of Leghorn is fo much encreafed, that of a poor little town, as I my- 
‘-felf knew it, it is now become a fair and ftrong city *.’ 

This year the Dutch Weft-India company again invaded Brazil, with 
better fuccefs than before, and reduced the city of Olinda, with the en- 
tire province of Fernambuque ; and afterward they gradually extended 
their conquefts much farther into. that country. ; 

The king gave exclufive grants or charters to David Ramfay, a great 
projector. in thofé days, for the following pretended new inventions. 

I) To multiply and make faltpetre in any open field of only fout ` 
acres of ground, fufficient to ferve all our dominions. 

ID To raife water from low pits by fire. 

III) To make any fort of mills to go on ftanding waters, by continual 
motion, without the help of wind, weight, or horfe. 

IV) To make all forts of tapeftry without any weaving loom, or other 
way ever yet in ufe in this kingdom. = ; 

V) To make boats, fhips, and barges to go againft ftrong wind and 
tide. 

VI) To make the earth more fertile than ufual. — ks 

VII) To raife water from low mines and coal-pits, by a way never 
yet in ufe. : 

VIII) To make hard iron {oft, and likewife copper tough and foft ; 
which is not in ufe in this kingdom.  —— 

IX) To make yellow wax white very fpeedily J. 2 

Another project in this year was, for conveying certain {prings of water 
into London and Weftminfter from within a mile and an half of Hodí- 
don in Hertfordfhire, by the undertalters Sir Edward Stradling and John 
Lyde, the projector being one Michael Parker, for defraying the ex- 
penfe whereof King Charles granted them a {pecial licence to erect and 


K S * To i NOC. 
-< * Probably Mr. Munn was in Leghorn about this time, and may have written his book-abeut 166 


Tt was publithed after his death by his fon in the year 1664. Pd 
t, Ramfay feems to have had as fertile a brain as any of the famous year 1720. 
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or lotteries; according (fays this record) to the courfe 
5 heretofore ufed or practifed *. And for the fole pri 
vilege of bringing the faid waters in aqueenes to oud they were 
to pay L4ooo per annum into the king’s exc hequen:s an the better to 
enable them to make the faid large annual payment, t he king granted 
them leave to bring their aqueducts through any of his parks, Chafes, 
lands, &c. and to dig up the fame gratis. [Federa, V. xix, $. 242.] 

We fhould alfo note, that, in this fame year 1630, a {pecial licence 

was granted by King Charles, for importing horfes, and another foy ex- 
orting dogs. ; 

P E e. proje& was now authorifed by King Charles for the fole 
ufe of an invention for defending marfh-lands from inundations of the 
fea; the projector to pay 20/ annually into the exchequer. [Fædera, V7. 
xix, p. 251.] t 1 ; 

We now meet with the firft eflay for coining milled money in Eng- 
land, by mills and prefles, in the beautiful method practifed in our days, 
in a commiflion from King Charles to Sir William Balfour, then lieu- 
tenant of the tower of London, Inigo Jones, Efq. furveyor of the king’s 
works, and five others, who were thereby directed to examine the prac- 
tice thereof by the undertaker, Nicholas Bryitt, a Lorainer, who for 


publith a lottery 
of other lotterie: 


that purpofe had gold and filver bullion delivered to him by Sir Ro- 


bert Harley mafter of the mint. [Fædera, V. xix, p. 287.] 

Quebec in Canada having been again feized on by Captain Kirk in 
the year 1629, before he knew of the conclufion of peace between Eng- 
- land and France that fame year, the king promifed, under his fign- 
manual, to his brother-in-law, Louis XIII of France, that, as foon as 
commiffioners from him fhould arrive at Canada, his people fhould de- 
liver up to France the fortrefs and town of Quebec : and that whatever 
had been embezzled therein fhould be reftored to the French. [Fede- 
ra, V. xix, p- 303.-] 

King James having, in the 2oth year of his reign, granted letters- 
patent (which we have not before met with) for the fole ufe of a new 
method of making hard foap, with a material- called berilia, without the 
ee oe 3 ` oe for burning and preparing -bean and peafe oe 
for Pas ease ae found in his dominions, into pot-a de 
to the old iie ne ee oe cla patent, for foure 
William Ruffell, ge fo regen ss and Andrew Palmer, jointly wit et 
(ete ieee: i or farther improving thofe inventions, and for then 

“a 2E this monopoly prought L1o0,000 into the excheque? 
[ Faedera, V. xix, p. 323.] > i 


i This is, however, 
tories, either in the F 
The words quoted pro 
- been ufed or praćtifed, 


the earlieft mention of lot- ear 
adera or the flatute-book. alk 
ve that lotteries had already 
There was one at leak fo 


ly as the year 1612, the profits of which were 
otted to carry on the fettlement of Virginia: 
[Chalners’s Annals, F. i, p. 32-3 


. fe 8 
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Piei AND POLITICAL SCIENCE 
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pewte! 
rofes ¢ CLARE MARKET, PORTUGAL ST., KINGSWAY, W.C.2. 
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plafles 


(UNIVERSITY OF LONDON), 


Go SESSION 1920-21. 
per,“ ee 

renl PUBLIC LECTURES. 
oca 

fatin, 


i The following lectures are open to the public without fee :— 
of Chì}. $ ; ; 
broidet, “Economics as a Liberal Education.” A lecture by 
$ Sir WILLIAM Beveripce, K.C.B., Director of the School, 

puflanes on Monday, 4th October, at 5.30 

, 4th er, at 5. .m. 

word of. oat tee 

Peroa “ Coal as a Factor in International Trade A lecture 
rating the ~by Professor SARGENT (Professor of Commerce fa Tuesday, 
the firf, P A 


£Z sth October, at 5 p-m., Sir Cyrit Coss, Chairinan of the 
13500. ad ” London Education Committee, in the Chair. 


“The Origin and Growth of English Commercial 
Law.” A lecture by Professor H. C. GUTTERIDGE 
(Sir Ernest Cassel Professor of Commercial and Industrial 


Dutef Law), on Wednesday, 6th October, at 6 p.m., Rt. Hon. 
y F Lorp Justice Arkin in the Chair, 

fore “ Published Balance Sheets and Accounts.” A lecture 

erel by Professor L. R. Dıckser (Sir Ernest Cassel Professor 

fon of Accountancy and Business Method), on Thursday, 7th 

fori October, at 6 p.m., Mr. WILSON Potter, Vice-Chairman of 

‘but the Shipping Sub-Committee for Commerce Degrees, in 

‘of { the Chair, 

al “Forms of Industrial Self-Government.” A course 
3 of three lectures by Professor L. T. Hosuouse, on 

ae Thursdays, 14th, 21st and 28th October, at 6 p.m., 
e€ 


Sir WiLLIAM BEVERIDGE, K.C.B., in the Chair 
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Jn a proclamation forireftraining: the excefs of the private or clandef- 
‘ine trade carried on to and from the Eaft-Indies, by the officers and 
{ilors in the company’s own fhips, there is a catalogue of the wares and 
merchandize licenced to be exported to India, and alfo of thofe licenced 
to be imported from thence, viz. : 

Goods allowed to be exported to India: perpetuanas and. drapery, 
ewter, faffron, woollen ftockings, filk ftockings and garters, riband- 
tofes edged with gold lace, beaver hats with gold and filver bands, felt- 
hats, ftrong waters, knives, Spanifh leather fhoes, iron, and looking- 
glafles. 

© Goods which might be imported from India: long ‘pepper, white pep- 
per, white powder {fugar preferved, nutmegs and ginger preferved, mirabo- 
lans, befoar-ftones, drugs of all forts, agate-heads, blood-ftones, mufk,aloes- 
focatrina, ambergris, rich carpets of Perfia, and of Cambaya, quilts of 
fatin, taffaty, painted calicoes, benjamin, damatks, fatins, -and taffaties, 
of China, quilts of China embroidered with gold, quilts of Pitania em- 
broidered with filk, galls, worm-feeds, fugar-candy, China difhes, and 
` puflanes (i. €. porcelain) of all forts. [Federa, V. xix, p. 335] Nota 

word of tea-as yet. 

King Charles confirmed a grant made by King James for incorpo- 
rating the ftarch-makers of London, who were to pay to him 1500 
the firt year, 2500 the fecond year, and for every fueceeding year 
13500. As for’the monopoly of playing cards, the king bought them 
all of the company, and fold them out.agam at a much higher price. 
[Federa, V. xix, p. 338-] 

This year a large Spanifh fleet, attempting to cut off the communi- 

cation between Helland and Zeeland, were utterly overthrown by the 
Dutch admiral Hollar, who took the whole fleet and near 5000 failors. 
William Frizell and others got a grant of the office of poftmafter for 
foreign parts, in reverfion. It ‘appears that this office had been firft 
erected by King James, and that before that firft appointment, and even 
{ometimes fince, private undertakers only conveyed letters to and from 
foreign parts. King Charles, therefor, now ftridtly enjoined that none 
but his foreign poftmafters fhould hereafter prefume to exercife any part 
of that office. [Fædera, V, xix, pp. 346, 385-] 
King Charles ereéted a fecond company for a trade to Africa, by a 
charter grarited to Sir Richard Young, Sir Kenelm Digby, and fundry 
merchants; to enjoy the fole trade to the coaft of Guinea, Binny (1. e. 
Benin) and Angola; between Cape Blanco, in twenty degrees of north 
latitude, and the Cape of Good Hope, at about thirty-four degrees of 
fouth latitude, together with the ifles adjacent, for thirty-one years. 
The charter prohibits, not only all his own fubjects, the patentees 
excepted, but likewife the fubjeéts of every other prince and ftate what- 
Mou N. 3 A 
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ever, to trade or fefort to or within me frid pnts, on any Pretence 
whatfoever *. Neither were any but tho ? Pua ars to IMport any reg. 
wood, fkins, wax, gums, dyers-grains, (grana ue oria) nor any other 
merchandize, upon forfeiture of {hip and cargo. And the Patentees 
were impowered to feize all fhips and merchandize they fhould find 
within their bounds contrary to this charter, and might alfo explore 
the interior parts of Africa. [Fadera, V. xix. p. 370.] The patentee, 
erected forts and warehoufes on that coaft, at a great expenfe : yet the 
, feparate traders (then called by the Dutch term interlopers) again broke 
in upon this company, as they had done on that of the year 1618, ang 
almoft forced the trade open again: and fo it remained, till after the 
reftoration of King Charles JI; yet in the year 1051, the rump par- 
liament granted a charter for five years to the Eaft-India company, who 
made ufe of the caftles and trade of the gold coait, as lying in their 
way to India; and it feems found their account in this trade for fome 
time: for there they landed their goods brought from England, and 
carried the gold which they there received into India: although it feems 
their capital ftock for this trade never exceeded L17,400; therewith, 
however, they erected two new forts. This third temporary company 
likewife licenced fhips to trade to Guinea, for ten per cent of their car- 
goes, or three pounds per ton on the fhips. A fine trade truely for this 
company, if it could have held long. 

Two attempts were this year made for difcovering a north-weft paf-. 
fage through Hudfon’s bay to China, viz. one at the king’s command, 
by Captain Luke Fox, who arrived at Port-Nelfon, where he found the 
erofs and infcription formerly erected by Sir Thomas Button, which he 
renewed for the king ; concerning which voyage he afterwards publih- 
ed a {mall quarto treatife called the North-weft fox: and Captain Tho- 
mas James was fent out by the merchants of Briftol, and wintered in 
Hudfon’s bay, in latitude fifty-two, naming the country New South 
Wales, giving names alfo to fundry other bays, capes, &c. as Cape Hen- 
metta Maria, &c. His account was alfo printed in the year 1633, by 
Kang Charles's order. The former author thinks there is a paflage, 
though he miffed it; the later thinks there is no grear probability of 
ee Bae although he made much more difcovery in that bay 

Ki S" mudlon, Button, or Baffin, had done. 
fate Se Y ig be for the future in all refpects a pan A K i 
L4o yearly : E ee pan to the king ; and of a fee ord 
rium, of the city of RAGE erable addition, the boundary, or P 3 

: > Was now above feven-miles in circumference 


* The king furely muft: have kn 
own that tl 
Portuguefe were long before now. ftrongly fettled 


on the coaft of Angola, &c. and that he was gran 
ing privileges which he could not fupport- 
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r632:—The port of Sallee, on the Barbary coaft, being in rebellion 
again{t the emperor of Morocco, and being a mere neft of pirates, that 
prince, defirous to reduce them to his obedience, but not having fuffi- 
cient fhipping of his own for that purpofe, requefted the affiftance of 
the king of Great Britain. Accordingly an Englifh {quadron having 
plocked up the town, while their own monarch befieged them on the 
Jand fide, they were forced to yield; the fortifications were difmantled, 
the pirates executed, and 300 captive chriftians delivered into our king’s 
hands; whereby (fays Dr. Heylin, p. 955) both he and the nation reap- 
ed great honour. 

The king about that fame time built and newly repaired his naval 
arfenals, docks, ftore-houfes, &c. fo effectually, that Leigh, in his Choice 
obfervations of all the kings of England (8vo, 1661), fpeaking thereof, 
fays, ‘ that thofe naval edifices, &c. erected by him, are fo magnificent 
‘ and univerfally ufeful, that they are become a principal pillar of the 
‘ nation’s fupport, fo far as they relate to the naval defence of it; af- 
‘ fording variety of employment by the manufa@ure of cordage, as alfo 
‘ by the careening and building of fhips.” What more could he have 
faid, had he viewed Portfmouth, Plymouth, Chatham, Sheernefs, Wool- 
wich, -and Deptford, in our days fo vaftly improved, enlarged, and 
beautified ? 

A treaty of peace with France was concluded by King Charles, which 
was in fubftance as follows. 

- I and II) King Louis XIII engages to pay into the hands of Sir aac 

Wake, King Charles's ambaflador at Paris, the value of the charges of 
three Englifh fhips; and to deliver up thofe fhips now in his ports of 
Diep and Calais. 

IIT) King Charles reftores to France all the places poffeffed by the 
Englifh in New France, La Cadie, and Canada, particularly Port-Royal, 
(fince named Annapolis-Royal) Quebec, and Cape Breton. 

VIIL, IX, X, XI) The fum of 82,700 livres was to be paid to France 
for fkins, knives, &c. found in Quebec. And alfo the value of the car- 
goes of feveral fhips taken by the Englifh, as herein {pecified. Alfo 
60,600 livres for five fhips and their cargoes, taken by the Englifh. 
[Fædera, V. xix, p. 361 General colleétion of treaties, V. i, art. 11-J 
- Moreover, in a treaty of commerce, concluded on the fame day be- 
tween the two monarchs, it was ftipulated, in fubftance, viz 

Article III) To prevent damages to merchants, by detaining. their 
fhips at fea, by the fhips of war of either party, under pretence o 
fearching for contraband goods, there fhould not above three perfons, 
at any one time, enter any fuch merchant fhips, from any fhip of war, 
to view or fearch their papers for contraband goods. After which they 
thould not ftop the faid merchant fhips, nor turn them out of their 


way. 
an 3A 2 
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; ; i ies fhould: give yo 
IV) The thips of both contracting parties g 1000 ivy ; 
kane RE Eni ling out-of the refpective ports of France and Englang, 


not to injure, nor attempt to injure, the fhips and merchandize of €lthep 


i arty. à ae 3 

AREP EA relate'to the manner of treating Prize-thips ang 

ir: men, à nts 
ac this fatal treaty. may. be truely afcribed all the difputes we have 
had ever fince with France concerning North America; our king and 
his minifters being fadly outwitted by Richlieu’s fuperior dexterity, The 
three places now delivered up to France were not, it is true, thought of 
the fame importance then, as they are fince found: to be; yet it was very 
obvious, even then, to any confiderate obferver, that as thofe French, 
colonies fhould:increafe in: people and commerce, thofe Places would be 
of ‘the-utmoft importance to France, and very dangerous to. England - 
but more efpecially, our parting with Port-Royal and Cape Breton is 
never to be excufed ; as. the poffeffion of them.by the French gave them 
a fair pretext for fettling on the fouth fide of the. river, St: Laurence, 
and thereby gradually claiming the reft of Noya-Scotia, bordering on. 
New-England ; whereas, had the French been ftri@ly confined to their: 
original fettlements on the- north fide of that river, the country is fo. 
bad, and the trade thereof fo indifferent, that before now they would 
probably have quite abandoned them, J 

Though ever fince the Dutch had commenced hoftilities againit Spain,, 
upon the expiration of their twelve years truce in the year 4621, their 
trade and wealth were greatly increafed, and individuals were greatly. 
enriched, in the laft eleven years of war; yet the province of Holland, 

1€ main burden of that war, was, in its collective capacity,. 

round-to.be in this year-no_lefs than: fifty-five millions. of guilders in 
debt, that province alone bearing (by the original union of, Utrecht) 
the whole annual charge of the war. 


King Charles granted a patent. for fourteen years, for the fole ufe and. 
profit-of an engine for diving in. the fea a 


goods and treafure. [Feædera, V. xix, $. 365.] 
+ patent was given to a phyfician, pretending to have; by long ftudy: 
an aoe expenfe, found out the following fix whimfical fecrets, viz. 
S; N iian pa may, be called the wind-mate, very profit-. 
ommon winds fail, for afla; 7 
aa o i , for.a more fpeedy, paflage of veflels be 
2) The fith-call, or a.looking glafs for fithes in the fea, very ufeful. 
to. their nets, fears, or hooks : Sc 
to-their nets or fares *. m0 call feveral kinds of fowls or birds: 


a. Natural; A 
“s Naturalis are agreed that fih haye no. organs of hearing... 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative’ 


A. D. 163 2o. 373. 
© gy A water-bowe, for the’ more’ {peedy. prefervation of: houfes on. 
jand, and fhips at fea, from fire. iter Ss Das oP ages 

4) A building-mould, or ftone-prefs, very. crequifite for building, 
churches or great houfes, by which ftone windows, door-cafes, chimney- 

ieces, &c. are made more fpeedily, without hewing, cutting, fawing, 
carving, or‘engraving. As alfo for. making bricks and. tiles more beau- 
tiful to the eye, and more durable again{t foul weather, being.as {mooth. 
gs plafs on the one fide: or end, with divers. colours and works, asif 
carved by curious workmen.. 

A moveable hydraulic, or chamber weather-call, like a cabinet, 
which, being placed in a room, or by a bed fide, caufeth -fweet fleep to- 
thofe, who-either by hot fevers, or otherwife, cannot take reft: and it 
withal alters the-dry hot: air into a. more moiftening.and cooling temper, 
either with mufical founds or without. 

6) The correéted-crane, by which wine, oil, or.any other liquor, may’ 
be transfufed from one veflel, which cannot well.be removed to another 
remote: as alfo water may. be drawn from one. place to another, with- 
out any fucking: or forcing. by. the mouth,. as vintners and others-ufe to 
do. Í 

‘All thefe were exclufive for fourteen years, paying- the yearly rent of 
L1:6:8 into the exchequer. [Federa, V. xix, $. 371.]. 

Thefe are fuch fingular projects as. are worth the recording, purely for. 
their novelty: and were they-any where elfe, but.in-fo authentic a col-- 
leGion of our records, would probably be regarded in no. other fenfe- 
than ag a burlef{que on many other. projects.of. this age, and the famous. 


t> 


year 1720. i : 
King Charles once more ifued a proclamation againft the conftant 


refidence of the nobility. and gentry with their families in London, 
wherein, befide the ufual-topics- in former ones, he remarks, that, by” 
refiding in London with their families, a great part of their money and 
fabftance is drawn from the feveral counties whence. it arifeth, and {pent. 
in the city on excefs of apparel, provided from foreign parts, to the 
enriching of other nations, and the unneceflary confumption of a great 
part of the treafure of this.realm ;, and in~ other vain. delights and ex- 
penfes, even to the wafting of. their eftates: that this alfo draws great. 
numbers of loofe and idle people to London and. Weftminfter, which. 
thereby are not fo:eafy.governed as: formerly, the poors rates increafed,. 
and provifions enhaneed. For all which reafons, they are now limited 
to forty days from the. date hereof, to depart with their families from. 
London, Weftmintter, and their fuburbs, and to refide. on their eftates.. 
[Federa, V. xix, p. 374-] Er a 
After reading this, and other fuch proclamations, can any one wonder 
at this king’s being termed arbitrary, and his getting fo many enemies> 
amoneft his. fubjects? fince men of the greateft fortunes were hereby, 
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pofitivly debarred a liberty, which, being innocent in itfelf, th 
ea nes pay pat wh of ceainng 
ikes beft. Even thi “teed pga ES 
REA fince thofe who did not obey punctually, were c 
in grievous fines by the ftar-chamber for the king’s ufe. 
King Charles this year licenced the Eaft-India compan ee 
gC : ; i ss gt to ‘export 
L40,000 in foreign gold bullion to Perfia and India in lieu of fọ much 
of the Lroo,o00, which by King James's charter they were impowered 
annually to export thither in foreign filver bullion. [Fadera, V, Xix 
$. 386.) ER i a nazon 
A dearth of provifions continuing, the king prohibited the 
tion of corn for one year. And by the fame proclamation, he 
a former one, againft the exportation of wool, fuller’s-earth, and 
[Federa, V. xix, p. 387.] ; Si 
King Charles by a {pecial warrant to his treafury declared, that not- 
i withftanding the laws and cuftoms of England forbid the exportation of 
i any gold and filver to foreign parts, either in coin or bullion, yet he 
being defirous to cultivate the friendfhip of his moft dear brother Kine 
Philip IV of Spain, and of the merchants of the Spanifh Netherlands, 
i grants a licence for the faid merchants to export gold and filver, either 
in our coin or otherwife, being the produce of the merchandize they 
thall import into England, as far as the amount of L2000 fterling, in 
ay {hip returning home; fo as the faid money be exported within 
he pace of one hundred days from their unlading the merchandize 
# ey import, until we fhall otherwife ordain, any ftatute or cuftom to 
i ariy notwithftanding. [Fædera, V. xix, p. 396.] 
aye Pe ngih Eaft-India company’s vindication before the privy 
, in an{wer to the allegations of the Turkey company in the year 
1681, amongft other points for fhewine the er i lti i 
E T de E 8 the great difficulties attending 
eee eee is alerted, that although formerly they had a 
any, 5 0,000, yet in fifteen years time, viz. from 1617 to this 
JSE their whole profit was no more than 124 per cent ) 
cer cine birth to the profperous colony of Maryland. Sir 
obtained of Kin ‘pane oare, having, in the years 1621 and 1622, 
after removed aah cane Bee a adana, he ome tune 
the worft countries in q z a Renin’ Sondound srito bevaneo 
Hack to England. n es a able world. ; Whereupon he returned 
Sir William Keith a ae ae a conf{cientious Roman Catholic, (fays 
with his family to fome : oe of Virginia) was inclined to retire 
_ exercife of his religion ie k Virginia, there quietly to enjoy the free 
about the year ome b = which purpofe he went thither himfelf, 
which he perceit 3 yo pemg difcouraged by the univerfal diflike 
à fees the people of Vireinj f a 
Papitt, he left Virginia Radite t chesney ma Sie 
» and went farther up the bay of Chefapeakg and 


oe 
a / 


e€ Meane 
Where he 
the kino’, 
ondemneg 


€xporta~ 
renewed 
leather, 
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finding there a very large tract of land, commodioufly watered with 


many fine rivers, and not yet inhabited by any chriftians, he returned 
to England, and reprefented to the king that the colony of Virginia 
had not as yet occupied any lands beyond the fouth bank of Potomack 
river ; whereupon he obtained a promife of a grant of that unplanted 
country. But he dying before the grant was made out, his fon Cecil, 
Jord Baltimore, took it out in his own name on the zoth of June 
16323 the king himfelf naming it Maryland, in honour of his Queen 
Henrietta Maria. It is held by the lords Baltimore of the crown, in 
free and common foccage, as of the king’s honour of Windfor, on paying 
yearly for ever, at Windfor caftle, (if demanded) two Indian arrows : 
by which charter this lord-proprictorhas as plenary or fovereign a power 
as any in America ; having the fole right to all quit-rents of land therein, 
which. he fhall grant out to his landholders, who however, are em- 
powered by the crown to lay on all proper taxes; &c. in their general. 
courts, compofed of their reprefentatives, duely elected, and of the coun- 
cil; and the governor is always to be appointed by the proprietor with 
the. king’s approbation. In other refpedts, the king has no concern 
with the government of Maryland, any farther than relates to com- 
merce, and to his cuftoms on merchandize, as alfo to the admiralty 
jurifdiction, which our kings have wifely retained in all our colonies in 
America ; and“ with refpeét to thefe points, the governors of this and 
all other charter, as well as regal, colonies, are obliged to obey the 
directions of the king and council, as alfo fuch orders as fhall from time 
to time be fent to them from the lords commiffioners. for trade and 
plantations, fince the erection of that moft ufeful board.. 

The ifland of Montferrat was now planted by Sir Thomas Warner, 


‘governor of the neighbouring ifland of St. Chriftophers, who brought 


a colony thither from. Ireland, and was alfo appointed its firt governor. 
At firft the planters thereof fent great quantities of indigo to England, 
though of late years they have run almoft entirely into fugar, with fome 
little cotton and ginger. It is about three leagues in length, and nearly 
the fame in breadth. It has thriven extremely well, and may probably 
be inhabited by about 4500 white people, and'about 10,c00 negro flaves. 
Itis better fupplied with frefh water than Antigua, but has no good 
harbours, and is fomewhat dangerous of approach, by reafon of the 
many rocks on its fhores. 

This year (according to the French hiftorian of the Caribbee ifles,. 
publifhed in 1658) the Dutch Weft-India company firft planted the fmall. 
iland of St. Euftatia.. It is the ftrongeft by nature of all thofe iflands, . 
having but one good landing place, where a few men may keep off æ 
great army ; it produces fugar, but is chiefly ufeful to the Dutch by its. 
commodious fituation for contraband or fmuggling trade with all the: 

Uropean colonies in its neighbourhood, being always well flocked with: 
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European merchandize for thofe ends. Some have made its 
habitants to amount to 5 or 6000, and its negroes to 1 5,000. 

"While Sir Thomas Warner was governor of St. Chriftophers wni 
Englifh families in or about this year ventured to fettle on the iflang of 
Antigua, in that neighbourhood, though it was for fome time reckoned 
unthabitable, becaufe it has no frefh water brooks, or fcarce any other 
but rain water preferved in ponds or cifterns. And, for that reafon, i 
was foon after deferted by them, and remained in a deferted Condition 
{as we fhall fee) till after the reftoration of King Charles IT, 


White ip. 


1633.—In 1633, Lord Baltimore carried two hundred Perfons to his . 
E SSON of Maryland, moftly-papifts. This colony had in the beginning 


a very great advantage in being in the neighbourhood of that of Virgi- 
nia already planted, from whence they fupplied themfelves at firft With 
flefh-meat, poultry, &c. infomuch that Maryland, being quickly and 
eafily fettled, became in a few years flourifhing and populous. Te has 
therefor at length became a large and noble eftate to Lord Baltimore. 
In this province, as well as in that of Virginia, the planters live moftly 
an feparate fituations and not in towns, for the conveniency of the great 
number of rivers, and of creeks and inlets of the great bay of Chefa- 
peak, whereby they fo eafily convey their tobacco to the fhips ; fo that 
an neither of thofe colonies are there as yet any towns of confiderable 
bulk or importance. For the greater planters have generally ftorehoufes 
‘within themfelves, for all kinds of neceflaries brought from Great Bri- 
tain, not only for their ewn-confumption, but likewife for fupplying the 
Jefler planters and their fervants, &c. And, whilft that kind of eco- 
nomy continues, there.can be no profpect of towns becoming confider- 
able in either province, which is fo far a benefit to their mother country, 
as without towns (wherein home manufactures and handicrafts are 
‘generally firft propagated) they muft continue to be fupplied from Bri- 
‘tain with clothing, furniture, tools, delicacies, &c. 

The tobacco of Maryland, called oroonoko, being ftronger than that 
of Vitginia, is net fo generally agreeable to the Britith tafte as the {weet 
{cented tobacco of the later colony; but the northern nations of Eu- 
Tope are faid to like it better, and they are thought to raife about as 
much tobacco, and to emply near as many {hips as Virginia does. Its 
foil is in general extremely good, being moftly a level country. 

ament of Scotland reduced the intereft of money 


This year the parli 
from 10 to 8 per cent, being nine years after it had been fo.reduced in 


England. 
_ , By the management of cardina 
‘King Louis XIII, a fubG 
Sweden, whereby Louis 

million of livres annual] 
Securing the Ocean and 


l Richlieu, prime minifter to the French 
dy treaty was concluded between France and 
agreed to pay Queen Chriftiana of Sweden one 
y, for the defence of their common friends, for 


Baltic fea, and for obtaining lafting peace in the 
3 : > 
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empire *. This was, probably, the firft proper fubfidy treaty between 
France and Sweden, fince then frequently repeated. 5 

The king iflued a long proclamation for preventing frauds in the 
weaving, dying, milling, ftretching, fealing, meafuring, fearching, &c: 
of woollen cloths; many or moft of which being fince then repealed or 
altered, we fhall not enlarge on it. [Federa, V. xix, p. 445.] 

The king granted a fpecial commiflion for one Young to go out with 
what fhips, merchandize, and people, he fhould judge proper, for the 
difcovery of the unplanted parts of Virginia, or any where elfe in 
America, not poffefled by any European power, and to fettle the fame 
as an Englifh colony, &c. [Federa, V. xix, p. 472.] 

In the fame year he iffued his proclamation for regulating the retail- 
ers of tobacco in cities and towns; wherein none but reputable and fub- 
ftantial traders fhould retail the fame; of whom a catalogue fhould be 


" made for each city and town: and he exprefsly prohibits all keepers of 
A taverns, ale-houfes,. inns, victualling-houfes, ftrong-water-fellers, &c. 


from retailing tobacco., How little feemed he in this, as in many other 
refpects, to underftand his true intereft. 

This year a Dutchman ereGed a wind faw-mill or engine for fawing- 
timber, on the river Thames oppofite Durham-yard in the Strand, 
London: whereby with the attendance of one man and one boy, as 
much work was done as twenty men can perform in the ufual way. But 
this method was afterward put down, left our labouring people fhould 
want employment. How juft fuch reafoning is, is fubmitred to the 
public; fince, by a parity of reafoning, all wheel-carriages, &c. fhould 
be fupprefled. There is fuch a faw-mill at Leith, near Edinburgh, 
which alfo goes by wind: and, as there is no legal reftraint againft fo- 
ufeful an engine, it is fomewhat ftrange, that in times when ufeful 
hands were fo much wanted elfewhere, it has never fince been attempt-- 

à ed. Poflibly the danger of populaf clamour may have deterred men 
from purfuing it. 

The author of the Prefent ftate of England, [part iii, p..93, ed. 1683.] 
acquaints us, that lacquer varnifh, which, imitating the gold colour,. 
has faved much coft formerly beftowed on the gilding of coaches, &c.. 
was now firft brought into ufe in England by the ingenious Mr. Evelyn. 
of Says-court near Deptford. ai 
_ This year alfo, a new and great affociation or company was formed. 
mn England for carrying on the fifhery, in which the earl of Pembroke,- 
Sir William Courten, Sir John Harrifon, Sir Paul Pindar, &c. were con- 
cerned : and. King Charles, to encourage that laudable purpofe, enjoined. 
lent to.be more ftri&ly obferved, prohibited fifh. caught by foreigners 


* So fays the author of Richlieu’s life, though it was well known to be principally intended for the. 
depreffion of the houfe of Auftria. 
Vor. II. 3B 
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to be imported, and agreed to purchafe of ES tee his naval Roa 
and the fith for his royal navy. This was z F equence of 
miffion three years before, as mentioned: un a the year x 6 301) Ayes al 
this, in a few years after, came to nothing, for want of judgement a 
well as honefty in the managers of it: but as we have on many other 
occafions prefumed freely to cenfure this king s condu, we ought to 
do him the juftice to acknowlege, that he did every thing in his: power 
to promote this truely national defign. cam 

-1634.—The king being bent on fitting out a formidable fleet; command- 


his com. 


E. ed the city of London to fend to Portfmouth, at A. fole charge, the 
; following quota of ‘fhips, with ordnance, tackle, &c. for twenty-fix 
y weeks, for the enfuing year 1635 ; and the like commands were fent to 
& the other fea-port towns for proportionable quotas, ‘viz. 

| One fhip of goo tons, and 350 men.;. 

JE One of 809 tons, and 260 men; 


i ; Four, of each 500 tons,- and 200 men ; 
(te And one of 300 tons, and 150 men. 

This is properly the firft year of that king’s fhip-money projeé, which 
i fo much contributed to his-ruin, 

At this time, according to Howel’s Life of King'Louis XIII of F rance, 
‘that kingdom being in perfeé tranquillity, many wholefome laws were 
made for fupprefling luxury and finery of apparel. A new company of 
‘merchants was eftablifhed for New-France, and Paris was enlarged, the 
Tuilleries and part of St. Germain being brought into it. 

King Charles by his own authority, laid -a duty of 4/ per chaldron 
on all fea-coal, ftone-coal, or pit-coal, exported from England to foreign 

y parts. [Madera, V. xix, p. 547.4 

He iffued a proclamation ordering that tobacco fhould be landed no- 
where in England but at the cuftomhoufe quay of London, to prevent 
defrauding his majefty of the duty thereon. Alfo againft planting to- 
bacco in England and Ireland, ftill much practifed, and againft the im- 
‘portation of tobacco-feed. [Federa, V. XiX, p55 46] 

D o me he granted an exclufive patent for fourteen ni 
divers ed u ae a eis Ds cud Cine eee b- 
flatices Sk Pon ‘nen cloth, filk, cotton, leather, and other 1u : 

> with oil, fize, and other cements, to make them ufeful and fer 


viceable for hangings, &c. the pat i Jy into the ex- 
chequer for the fame. ee €ntee paying Lro yearly into 


The tobacco planters 
orbitant Prices which merchants mad 
from England, King Charles for kee 
‘and for preventing th 
parts, whereby he m 
Aleclaration, that he 
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bacco into his own hands, at a reafonable price. He therefor granted 
a fpecial commiffion to a number of gentlemen and merchants to tranf 
act this affair for him. The king was now more {paring of his reflec- 
tions on the malignity of tobacco than formerly, beginning to find the 
benefit arifing from his cuftom thereon: he therefor now obferves, ‘ that 
«in the colonies of Virginia, the Somer-ifles, and Caribbees, being but 

ʻ in their infancy, the chiefeft commodity that muft fupport them, and 

« enable them to raife more: ample. commodities, is this. of tobacco.’ 

[Federa, V. xix, p. 560.] $ 

In this year, 1634, the.Dutch -Greenland company made an experi- 
ment- of the poffibility:of the human: fpecies living through a whole 
winter at Spitzbergen, till now believed. to be impofhble. They left 
feven of their failors to winter there ;-and.one- of them kept a diary 
thereof from the 11th of September to the 26th of February following, - 
when they were fpent with the fcurvy, and their limbs quite benumbed - 
with cold, till they-could.no way help themfelves. They were all feven 
found dead, in the houfe they had built for themfelves, at the return 
of the Dutch fhips in 1635: Hadany of thofe men lived till the next 
fhips arrived, a Dutch fort would doubtlefs have been erected there. 
As for the claims of fundry different European nations to a monopoly 
of the fifhery of whales at Spitzbergen, they ftood thus for fome years 
after this time, viz. 1) the Englifh alleged their having been the firft 
difcoverers, -by Sir-Hugh Willoughby, in the year 1553: 2) but the - 
Dutch denied.his having-been fo far north as Spitzbergen, and alleged . 
their having firft difcoyered it in 1596: 3) the Danes laid claim to it 
as.a fuppofed part of Old Greenland, early poffefled by them: but if ` 
prior difcovery gave any juft exclufive right at all to a country uninha- 
bited-and uninhabitable, it is moft probable that the Bifcayners, who 
were the firft.whale-fifhers of later ages, had the beft right to it. Since 
thofe times all nations have wifely dropped their exclufive pretenfions, 
and that part of the icy-world.remains now alike free to all nations for ` 
this fifhery.-- : ; 

A patent, granted. by King Charles in the preceding year, was this 
year confirmed, forthe fole practice of an invention for faving much 
fuel, and for.-preventing much of the offence of fmoke, to the great be- 
nefit of all people, and more efpecially of brewers, dyers, foapboilers, 
faltmakers, &c. - Alfo a patent for the fole -invention of cleanfing and i 
grinding indigo : for which monopoly forty marks were to be paid an- » 
nually into the exchequer... [Fædera; V: xix, pp. 561, 564.] : 

The next record is a proclamation for.-regulating the manufacture of 
foft foap, and for preventing the importation of fifh-oil foap, and all 
other foreign foaps: and that the faid foft foap made by the Weft- - 
Minfter foap company fhould not be fold for more than 34 per pound. 
[Federa, V. xix, p. 566.) . ` 

: 3B 2 
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Patents were given for two exclufive a pee ree {tee 
« vented engine for ploughing of as witl ee orfes or oxen, 
~ which L20 was to be paid yearly into the exchequer ; and, adly, 
< an engine for eee up fhips and goods funk in the fea, [Feder 

xix, p. 569, 571- i 

h King Chaves ae a grant to “Sir Sanders Duncomb, fetting forth, 
t that whereas the ftreets of our cities of London and Weftminfte, 
< and their fuburbs, are of late fo much encumbered with the unne- 
t ceflary multitude of coaches, that many of our fubjes are thereby 
‘ expofed to great danger, and the neceflary ufe of Rs and carriages _ 
< for provifions thereby much hindered ; and’ Sir Sanders Duncombh’s 
t petition reprefenting, that in many parts beyond fea, people are much 
‘ carried in chairs that are covered, whereby few coaches are ufed 
‘< amongft them: wherefor, we have granted to him the fole privilege 
to ufe, let, and hire a number of the faid covered chairs for fourteen 
‘ years.’ Fadera, V. xix, p. 572.] Thisisthe origin of fedan chairs 
in London *. 

John Day, citizen and fworn-broker of London, had, for three years 
paft, printed and publifhed weekly bills of the prices of all commodi- 
ties in the principal cities of Chriftendom, ‘ which (fays the king’s 
‘ grant this year to him) has never yet been brought here to that per- 
“ fection anfwerable to other parts beyond fea; by which negleé with- 
‘ in our city of London, being one of the mother cities for trade in all 
* Chriftendom, our faid city is much difgraced, and our merchants hin- 
‘ dered in their commerce and correfpondence : wherefor, we grant 
< unto the faid John Day the fole privilege of vending the faid weekly 
‘ bills for fourteen years.’ 

We mutt here do this king and his privy council the juftice to re- 
mark, that in this patent, and alfo in fome few former ones, there is a 
provifo,* that if at any time, during the faid term of fourteen years, it 
Thall appear that fuch grant is contrary to law, or mifchievous to-the 
Ta) eae then, upon fignification made by i 
“under their hands F f i a ar EO A ease A 
BE ee uch prejudice, &c. this our prefent grant x 
exclufive grant 4 Aaa teak seus SENS topono OF eels nae 

grants having been declared by trials at common law to be il 


legal monopolies, whi . 
gi which the k : ata 5 eaten’ 
make void. , king was therefor obliged to revoke 


The Dutch took the fmall 
means, being but ej 
have ever fince driv 


n 


ifland of Curaçoa from Spain, by which 
ght leagues from the coaft of Terra Firma, they 
en a great illicit trade with the Spaniards there : 
ot fertile, that diligent people, however, have culti- 
* According to Wilfon, 


the biographer of King ieee =. ean 
the duke of Buckingham, [Amat Bi ar “Bakar S aL ae oS inrognecs 18 pe y 
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vated fine fugar and tobacco plantations in it. They have plenty of 
Jogwood and cattle ; and its town, of the fame name, is wei: fortified, 
and inhabited by rich merchants. The Dutch alfo poflefs Bonaire and 
Aruba, iflands near it, and fubjeét to its governor. They alfo pofleds 
Saba and Euftatia, and part of St. Martins, all inconfiderable iflands near 
‘St. Chriftophers. 

King James having in the year 1605 incorporated the gardeners of 
London and within fix miles of it, King Charles now confirmed that 
charter. [Padera, V. xix, p. 582.] r 

We find that the company. of merchant-adventurers of England had 
in this fame year intereft enough, probably by the aid of their com- 
mon purfe, to get the king to iflue a proclamation, ftriétly prohibiting 
all perfons from exporting any white cloths, coloured cloths, cloths 
drefled and dyed out of the whites, Spanith cloths, bayes, kerfies, per- 
petuanos, ftockings, or any other Englifh woollen commodities, to any 
part either of Germany or of the feventeen provinces of the Nether- 
lands, fave only to the mart and ftaple towns of the faid fellowfhip of 
merchant-adventurers for the time being. This proclamation farther 
fubjoins: ‘.and to the end that the faid trade may be hereafter redu- 
‘ ced and continued in an orderly and well governed courfe, we do 
‘ hereby declare our royal pleafure to- be, that the faid fellowfhip of 
€ merchant-adventurers fhall admit to the freedom of their faid trade 
‘ all fuch of our fubjects dwelling in our city of London, and exercifed 
‘ in the profeffion of merchandize, and no fhopkeepers (except they 
€ give over their fhops), as fhall defire the fame, for a fine of L5o 
< apiece, and thofe of the outports for L25 apiece ; and that the fons 
‘< and fervants of fuch as fhall be fo admitted fhall pay at their admif 
‘< fion twenty nobles (i. e. L6:13:4) apiece. Laftly, that none fhal 
€ trade to the faid countries of Germany and the Netherlands im any of 
€ the fpecies of woollen goods above named, but only fuch as are free 
‘ of the faid fellowfhip.’ [Fædera, V. xix, p. 583.] 

And in a {mall treatife, intitled, Free trade, publifhed by J. Parker 
in 1648, 2 provifo is added (not in the Federa), viz. provided the Lon- 
don merchants make themfelves free by midfummer 1635, and thofe 
of the outports by Michaelmas 1635 ; but if they fuffered thofe times to 
lapfe, they were to pay double the re{pective fams: . Parker and others, 
who were opponents of this company, allege, that in this and preceding 
“reigns, the company conftantly made handfome prefents of annual new 
year’s gifis to the minifters of ftate for the continuance of their imte- 
reft; as for inftance, im 1623, to the lord-treafurer two hundred gold 
pieces of twenty-two fhillings each, and a piece of plate ; other prefents 
alfo were then made -tọ the duke of Buckingham, the archbifhop of 
Canterbury, the lord keeper, the Jord prefident, the lecretaries of ftate, 
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In this fame year we have a flagrant es the fhamefal as Wel’ 

: litic bigotry of King Charles I; and of Lauc archbifhop of Can. 
sie who makes his report, ¿nter alia, to the king, purfuane. to 
alos, concerning the ecclefiaftical ftate oe his ‘province of Can. 
terbury, ‘ that the Dutch churches in S Sp Sandwich ar 
‘ great nurferies of inconformity. And ne prays als Majefty, « that 
‘ fuch of the French, Italian, and Dutch congregations, as are born his 
‘ fubjeats, may not be fuffered any wee n ae is fuch a feparation 
t as they do; and infinuates the danger of the church of England from 
‘ a toleration of foreign proteftants.’ The Walloons of Norwich too 
were under the fame prohibition, though they pleaded the toleration 
to them by King Edward VI, and fo down to his then majefty : but 
Laud’s aniwer was pofitive,—they muft obey! And the king on the 
margin of this part of Laud’s report wrote as follows: ‘ Put me in mind. 
‘ of this at fome convenient time when I am at council, and I fhall re-- 
‘t drefs it.” Laud, it feems, thought it a great piece of condefcenfion 
to permit thofe Walloon and Dutch, who were not born in England, to 
enjoy their own way of worfhip, but their offspring fhould be compelled . 
to go to their parifh churches! Tt is here needlefs to- remark how little 
that prince underftood the true intereft of his kingdom and. of its com- 
merce in giving way to that wretched bigot.. 

The Walloon, Italian, and Dutch proteftant manufacturers fettled in 
Norwich, Canterbury, Sandwich, &c. had hitherto been permitted to 
enjoy their own opinions refpecting religious profeffions and worthip 5 
but their children were now compelled by Laud archbifhop of Canter- 
bury to-attend: the parifh churches, The.confequence of that ecclef- 
aftical tyranny was (according to Roger: Coke’s Detection of the court and- 


Slate of England), that 140 families removed to Holland, where they 


taught the Dutch the way of managing the woollen manufadture, which 


has proved of very bad confequence to England. And doubtlefs the like 
caufes will ever produce like effeas, 


sere Charles, by a proclamation, farther {trengthened the monopoly 
of his foap company in Weftminfter, by prohibiting all perfons what- 
€ver, not free of that company, from either makin g or importing any 
foap.. [Fædera, V. XiX, $- 592-] 
a licence to Thomas Skipwith to make the 
~ "om its junction-with the Trent up to the town 
a ore ayıng a tenth part of all fuch new na- 
vigation into the 5 P all the profits of fi : 


kiņno’s exch 2 n 4 ; ; 3 Tt is 
noble and wife in princes to oneer” [Feædera, F. xix, p. 597°] 
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lty, from being paved with ftone, brick, boards, fand, lime, or gravel, 
and inftead thereof, enjoining, that they be laid with mellow earth, fit 
for the generation of the mine of faltpetre, fo abfolutely needful for the 
making of gunpowder. 

And by the next record ‘ he aflumed to himfelf the pre-emption of 
c all faltpetre made in England, as alfo the monopoly of gunpowder 
« made thereof.’ 

More grants for exclufive or monopolizing offices in this fame year 
were, one ‘ for fearching and fealing all foreign hops; another “ for 

e viewing and weighing all hay and ftraw in loads or truffes; and one 
< for branding and marking all butter cafks. [Fadera, V. xix, pp. or, 
603, 605, 606.] p 

In this and the following year, 1635, Lord Baltimore fent fhips with 
people and provifions to fettle and cultivate his province of Maryland, 
the expenfe whereof amounted to at leaft L40,000 *. i : 

1635.—In the year 1635 the Dutch Eaft-India company invaded and 
conquered the large ifland of Formofa, near the Chinefe coaft, and ex- 
pelled the Portuguefe from thence; yet we fhall fee that twenty-fix 

-years after they were themfelves expelled thence by the Chinefe. 

King Charles in a proclamation obferves, that to this time there hath 
been no certain intercourfe between the kingdoms of England and Scot- 
land, and he now commands his poftmafter of England for foreign parts 
to fettle a running poft or two, to run night and day, between Edin- 
burgh and London, to go thither and come back again in fix days, and 
to take with them all fuch letters as fhall be direéted to any poft-town 
in or near that road ; and that bye-pofts be placed at feveral places out 
of the road, to bring in and carry out the letters from and to Lincoln, 
Hull, and other places. The poftage was fixed at 2d the fingle letter, if 
under ĝo miles; 4d, between 80 and 140 miles; 6d, if above 140 miles; 
and upon the borders of Scotland and in Scotland 8d; and in propor- 
tion for double letters and packets. The like rule alfo to be obferved 
to Weft-Chefter, Holyhead, and thence to Ireland ; alfo to Plymouth, 
Exeter, &c. on the weft road: and as foon as poflible the like convey- 
ance to be fettled for Oxford, Briftol, and other places on the road ; al- 
fo to Colchefter, Norwich, and divers other places on that road. The 
conveyances from London to Edinburgh, to Chefter and Holyhead, and 
to Plymouth and Exeter, were ordered to begin the firft week after 
Michaelmas next ; twopence halfpenny per mile to be paid on the roads 
to the feveral poftmafters for every fingle horfe carrying the letters. No 
other meffengers nor foot-pofts were permitted to carry any letters but 


x The guardians of his fucceffor, a minor, ina this fum, the intereft of which had never been re- 
Petition to parliament in 1715.againft a bill for re- ceived by any profits from thence. However that 
Sulating the charter and proprietary governments might be, the province has been a fource of great 
a America, ftated Lord Baltimore’s expenfes at revenue to the family afterwards 
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thofe employed by the king’s poftmafter-general, unlefs to fuc] 
whither the king’s pofts do not go, excepting Common known 
or meflengers particularly fent on purpofe, or elfe a letter by 
[Federa, V. xix, p. 649.] Ee i aap 
Thus the increafe of England’s foreign commerce increafing her do. 
meftic commerce and correfpondence, rendered the extenfion of the 
poft-carriage of letters abfolutely requifite. It is indeed fomewhat 
ftrange, that trade having even before this time got to a confiderable 
height, the above pofts were not fooner eftablifhed. On the other hand, 
it is pofitble that King Charles’s neceffities might put him upon this ex- 
tenfion of poft-carriage fooner than otherwife might have happened, 
Since his time there have been pofts eftablifhed on many more b 


A Placeg 
carriers, 
a friend. 


: : ye- 
roads, and-fome very lately in our time ; and thofe to moft of our fare 
nufacturing towns, the two univerfities, and to the king’s naval ports, 


have been extended to every week-day throughout the year. 

Portpatrick in Wigton-fhire being the neareft part of Great Britain to 
Ireland, and the pier of it being deftroyed by the fea, a colleGion in 
the churches of Scotland and Ireland had been made for building a new 
one. As the moft convenient paflage to Ireland is from that port, and 
all the three kingdom’ are thereby interefted in it, King Charles this 
year granted a brief for a colleGion to be made alfo in all the churches 
of England for making that harbour a fafe retreat for {hips and boats. 
[Federa, V. xix, p. 651.] 

After the eaftern Tartars had for twenty years together harafled China 
with conftant war, they now fubdued and placed their own prince upon 
the throne of that populous and opulent empire, whofe pofterity have 
reigned there to this prefent time. 

This year the bank of Rotterdam was erected, wherein bills of ex- 


satge are paid in large money, and only 10 per cent paid in fchel- 
ings. 


This year is remarkable for King Ch 


tion of fhip-money for the enfuing year 1636 on all the counties, cities, 
and towns, in England, 


by virtue of his own fole prerogative. His pre- 
i ) ; prerogative. Į 
tence for this moft arbitrary and illegal impofition was, that. the Dutch 
pretended a right to a fy 


which pretenfion they ha 
ded Mare liberum, publithed by G 
not fo much as once mentioned the 


aen a ‘as coafts, being content with afferting the freedom of fih- 
18 On the am general; yet, before King Charles and his minifters 
ch, and o i 


arles’s moft memorable impofi- 


ne tos -1t was judged nec 
bo write infupponeof tlie dominion ch non ce 
yer, antiquary, and hiftorian , 
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of anfwering fo great a man as Grotius: Mr. Selden had begun his 
work in the reign of King James, probably upon the firft appearance 
of Grotius’s Mare liberum ; and, after many years intermiffion, he after- 
ward reviewed, altered, and enlarged it, as he himfelf relates, by com- 
mand of King Charles, to whom he dedicated it, when he publithed it 
in this year, under the title of Mare claufum. Sir William Beecher, one 
of the clerks of the council, by the king’s command, folemmnly deliver- 
ed a copy of it to the barons of the exchequer in open court, who or- 
dered it to be placed among their records, where it ftill remains. It is’ 
not poffible to give ina {mall compafs a fummary of the Mare claufum : 
it is fufficient to obferve, that its arguments are drawn from old re- 
cords and precedents of the titles:and claims of the Saxon and Norman 
kings, in times when there was little or no commerce or naval power 
exifting any where but in’ the Mediterranean fea ; times fo very differ- 
ent from that wherein he wrote, when all the maritime nations of the 


. weft and north had a maritime commerce and a naval force, and when 


fuch claims: ftrenuoufly afferted by any one- naval- potentate might rea- 
fonably, and perhaps probably, bring on a confederacy of all the other 
potentates for reducing that one to moderation. 

King Charles, bent on bringing the Dutch to acknowlege his fea 
dominion, had now, befides other naval armaments, built the greateft 
fhip of war that had, ever been feen in England before, and gave it the 
name of the Sovereign, of 96 guns and 1740 tons. And the better to - 
enable him to fit out a-fuperior fleet, he ordered his chancellor Goven- - 
try to iffue writs to the theriffs of the feveral.counties, and to the magi- 
Arates, &c. of feveral towns, ‘ for affefling and colleéting money for fit- 
‘ ting out fhips of war for fuppreffing pirates and for the guard of the 
“feas? The precept for the county and towns of Dorfetthire bemig 
given at large, it appears that they: were commanded to procure and fit 
out a fhip of 500 tons burden, with a commander and 200 failors, with - 
cannon, {mall arms, {peats, darts, ammunition, &c. anfwerable, and 
ftored with provifions, and double equipage, and all other neceilaries, 


‘for 26 weeks at leaft; all which-was to be paid and maintained at their 


own charge.. z 
Here follows the lift of all the fhips which the feveral counties of 


England and Wales were commanded to fupply for the year 1636. - 
Ships Tons. Men. 


Dorfetfhire =- --- - --- - =~ ==- = 1 500 200. 

Cormnwall= =. = sersa G8 = ==) a aN 650 260 

Eeicefterhire < aa m a = eee Co 

Middlefex.(Weftminfter included) - - - - - I. 550 220 

Siol ce eo Se ee ere 800 320 

Huntingdonfhire- 0 | bpp O O eae es 299 cE 
Vou. II, 3.G 
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Ships. Tons, 
å Buçkinghamihire = = =r elie TE res 


IRECdfOLG NITCHR ac a bee Tes ee Te ete L 300 
Doby Se ea ENN Se Sara dal  aan 350 
Hertfordfhire - - - - - - - - ~ - - -I NOS 
Norfolk - - - - oe 8S I BSS 
Cumberland and Weftmoreland jointly = SSS Ree 
Yorkfhire - - - - - -  2,each6oo9 
Staffordfhire - - - - - - - - - - - - I aon 
Wiks Ss "S93 “SSS Sa ee I 700 
Herefordfhire - - - - = =- ~- - - - I 400 
Monmouthfhire - - - - - - = - - - = I 150 
; Shropihire -1-- - <<. i520 -ee -. I 460 
; Samay o SS ee eee nae 
[o Kriis oo: ENAA A Pi 
? Wanna SSS E Se eee 420 
ene 2 Db 22°) pee 
Kenn eto . 6 == Sea 86 
x Nortoamptonihire = = = = = = =- -_ -I 6 ae 
Wotameamuintetee eg sy mT 350 
Bolts =. so earn se 
Own 2-3 Ge >= 400 
undies eS zt 35° 
Dif Car o Sot 24 r 100 
Worcettenhircw re aa EET Ziy ae) 
Cambudzeihire me e = | TRT ts 550. 
Wincolnihirer ses 5 n A an 3 ee hte eh 350 
Somenetihire m a e lr pana n 800 
Nononmbenandaee 2 E rn T 800 
Worcefterfhire "Se Aare oS Des oe 500 
Silt tes Sy aia ot. DA gee 400 
London city - - . Pe i ares ol 500 
Durhane 5 5 eee TS BS Serra Xero 
leaving, = 2 1. er | 200 
4 Effex Sas ee a aes 2 bo A he eee É 350 
: SOHN Welles 2 Gk oe ee ae 800 
Nonan Waien ee a a a Re Sec com aT 500 
a De l 400 


*Total 44 11,500 


* Asan oe of the ex 


ment, the Effex penfe of this no & Malden z = A 


ip coft ao levied as follows: : 2 z i 


Thaxtead Harwich 20 
Walden ti - L4o- an 3 5 
Colcheiter 5 Som SA Eessreligol.tte county Zs E 

5 400 : z 7 goco | 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


ASD. 1635; 387 


This duty was repeated annually till 1639, and was valued at 
[200,000 per annum (fays the author of the Royal treafury of England, 
publifhed in o¢tavo in 1625.) 

And bya later commiffion in this fameyear the king excufed thofe towns 
and counties which, by their fituation, could not fit out the fhips above 
fpecified wherewith they were charged, provided they paid their quotas 
in money. By a fubfequent commiffion he direéted the officers of his 
navy to receive the quotas of money, and therewith to rig out, viétual, 
and man, from the king’s yards and docks, a like fhip, or fhips. [Federa, 
V. xix, p. 697-] So that, after ifluing a proclamation for reftraining all. 
but his own fubjeés from fifhing on his coafts without his licence, he 
fent out a great fleet (in the year 1636) which attacked and difperfed 
the Dutch fifhing fhips, fome of which they funk, and compelled the 
reft to retire into the Englifh harbours for fhelter: whereupon the Dutch 
agreed to pay King Charles L30,000* for permiffion to continue their 
fifhing for that f{ummer ; which, Rufhworth, [ Colleétions, V. ii, p. 322] fays, 
was actually paid, and the Dutch moreover teftified a willingnefs to pay 
a future yearly tribute for the like liberty. Yet De Witt in his Intereft 
of Holland ({peaking of the bad curing of the herrings caught by the 
Englith fifhing company, whereby they were rejected at Dantzic in the 
years 1637 and 1638, and which brought that company to nothing) 
acrimonioufly fubjoins thus; ‘ whereupon the Englifh changed their 
‘ former claim upon the whole fifhery for that of demanding the tenth 
‘ herring: which the diligent and frugal Hollanders reputed no lefs than 
‘ to fifth for, and pay tribute to, a flothful and prodigal people, for a 
‘< mere paflage along the coafts of England.’ 

King Charles directed a {pecial commiffion for making the river Wey 
navigable from Guildford to the river Thames at Weybridge. It.feems 
that river had been formerly navigable; for this record obferves that 
it is now become unfit for carrying barges, boats, or veflels of any bur- 
den, for tranfporting commodities to and from Guildford: and the com- 
miffioners were thereby authorifed to furvey the river, and to inquire by 
what means it had become unfit for carrying barges, &c. [Federa, V. 
xix, p, 686.] 

In Richlieu’s Political teftament we find that France even then 
abounded with the fineft and beft of manufactures: fuch (fays he) as 
the ferges of Chalons and of Chartres, which have fuperfeded thofe of 
Milan.. The Turks prefer the French draps de feeau of Rouen be- 
fore all others, next to thofe of Venice, which are made of Spanith wool. 
Such fine plufhes are made at Tours, that they are fent into Spain, Italy, 
&c. 5 alfo fine plain taffeties. Red, purple, and fpotted velvets, finer than 
at Genoa.. France is the only place for filk ferges. Mohair (camblet) 


* Not 30,000 florins, as Rapin has it. 
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ee) Srey E e Sots of gaia 
aao oi prohibited the importation of forejo 
ee S, or bone-laces, or of any commodities laced or ed a 
therewith. This he declared to be at the requeft and for the benefit of 
the makers of thofe goodsin London and other parts of the realm, Now: 
brought to great want and neceflity, occafioned. By the great import- 
ation of thofe foreign wares: to prevent which for the future, he A) 
pointed the Englifh-made goods to be fealed or marked. [Federa, V, 
ix, p. 690. : 7 E 
Bee a f his proclamations prohibits the importation of any fort 
of glafs from foreign parts. It feems that King James, 1m the 13th year 
of hbis reign, had prohibited the making of glais with Wwood-firing, for 
the better prefervation of timber, and alfo prohibited the importation of 
foreign glafs. ‘ Yet (fays King Charles) ill-minded perfons, to thé pre- 
‘ judice of our own glafs works, having prefumed to import foreign 
‘ slafs, we now ftricly prohibit the fame during the term granted by 
‘ King James to Sir Robert Manfell, for the fole making of glafs; he 
‘having, by his induftry, and great expenfe, perfected that manufa@ure 
* with fea-coal or pit-coal; whereby not only the woods and timber of 
this kingdom are greatly preferved, but the making of all kinds of 
glafs is eftablifhed here, to the faving of much treafure at home, and 
the employment of great numbers of our people; and our fubjeéts are 
now furnifhed with glafs at far more moderate prices than they were 
when brought from foreign parts? ‘Yet the king permits Sir Robert 
Manfell to import fuch glaffes from Venice, Morana, or other parts of 
Italy, as he fhould think fit, for {pecialsufes and fervices. ‘[Fadera, V. 
xix, p, 693-] This permiffion doubtlefs related to the fine Venetian flint 
glafles for drinking, the making of which in England was not brought 
to perfection till the reign of ‘William TIT. 

He alfo gave a patent for fourteen years for making wines from dried 
grapes or raifins, which the patentee by his travels in foreign parts had 
learned; which wines had been approved of by all fuch as have ufed 
them, to be moft wholefome and good, and will keep for fea voyages: 


F P paying 40/ yearly into the king’s exchequer. [Federa, V. xix, 
We have a proclamation ‘ 
‘ from being ufed in 


< 


n 


¢ 
$ 
c 


on * prohibiting any coin, plate, or bullion, 
making gold and filver thread, copper-gilt or fil- 


vered, gold or filver foliate, purles, ores, fpangles, wire, and fuch other 


except 5 : r 
‘ which fhall arife Gai aon E aed fiom ere ee 


: me wor ‘no melted 
‘ again: and th ks and manufactures being 


€ 


t none of the 


current -Coi is realm 
‘ be hereafter molten down b gold and filver coins of, th 
K 


y any refiner, goldfmith, &c. And that 


all gold and filver hereafter to be employed in the faid manufactures 
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: be provided, prepared, and difgroffed by fuch perfons only as we fhall 
« affign, and by none others; and which fhall be by them fold and de- 
¢ livered to all perfons who fhall ufe the fame, according to fuch ftand- 
€ ards, and at fuch rates and prices as we fhall limit, and at fuch places 
‘ in London as our commiffioners fhall affign. And none fhall make 
< the faid wares but fuch as fhall be by them authorized: and a ftamp 
¢ to be put on all the faid manufactures *” [Federa, V. xix, b- 718.] 

The king, in a proclamation, complained that the great number of 
hackney coaches lately kept in London and Weftminfter and their fub- 
urbs, and the general and promifcuous ufe of coaches there, were not 
only a great difturbance to his majefty, his deareft confort the queen, 
the nobility, and others of place and degree, in their paflage through the 
ftreets, but the ftreets themfelves were fo peftered, and the pavements 
fo broken up, that the common paflage was thereby hindered and made 
dangerous, and the prices of hay and provender, &c. thereby made ex- 
ceeding dear: wherefor he commanded that no hackney or hired . 
coaches fhould be ufed in London, Weftminfter, or the fuburbs there- 
of, except they be to travel at leaft three miles out of the fame; and alfo 
that no perfon fhould go in a coach in the ftreets, except the owner of 
the coach fhall conftantly keep up four able horfes for our fervice when 
required. [Federa, V. xix, p. 721.] 

Hiftorians tell us (for which we acknowlege we have no other more 
authentic authority) that King Charles I, in the 15th year of his reign, 
granted a licence to the French to cure and dry their fifh on the ifland 
of Newfoundland in confideration of an annual tribute of 5 per cent: 
yet even this conceflion was better than that ftipulated by the treaty 
of Utrecht, which allowed that ill-judged privilege to France, with- 
out any confideration at all. = 

The king ordained twopence to be advanced on every fhilling paid 
to the reelers, &c. of woollen yarn. He alfo appointed an officer to 
fearch, furvey, and feal, the reel-ftaff in every county, and to regifter the 
names of the owners of each reel in a book ; which reels fhould be all of 
one uniform fize, whereby the goodnefs or badnefs of yarn would be 
eafily known. [Redera, V. xix, p. '730.] 

In the fame year he iffued a commiffion for the repair of Dover pier, 
lately damaged by the fea; for which end. he laid an additional duty of 
twelvepence on every packet of goods fhipped thence by merchant- 
ftrangers, to continue for three years. [Federa, V. xix, p. 730.] That 
pier is dire&ted to be farther repaired by cap. v. of the rith and rath 
re King William, and by the 7th ftatue of the 2d and 3d of Queen 

nne. 


* Thus almoft every proclamation, order, or inclinable to increafe, rather than to be obliged to 
grant, relating to manufactures, new inventions, call a parliament for that end, fince they Topla 
&e. had a principal regard to the augmentation of dtill probably perfift, as before, to have nationa 
the king’s revenue, which at any rate he feemed grievances go hand in hand with fupplics. 
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Private copper farthings, or tokens, fe see ete phen called, being fin 
afed in retail bufinels, King Charles Meee one be ai ee 
the currency of ee ae ee that none be ufed but thofa for 
iffued by his fathers au : 7 : 
ee one of the largeft of the can pee lands, was now fet. 
tled on by the French. According to the French author of the Hiftor 
of the Caribbee iflands, it is one of the moft flourifhing of them. 
faxs that the French in that ifland ufed the plough, a thing NOt to be 
feen in any of the other ifles; and after the plough, it bears rice, Tur 
key-wheat, caflavia-root, potatoes ; and in fome parts, ginger and fugar- 
canes, with great increafe. : ; 

The French from St. Chriftophers in this fame year firft planted Marti- 
nico, where they found many native Caribs, with whom at firft they lived 
peaceably, but had afterward fierce war with them, till they drove 
them into inacceffible rocky places and mountains. The French inha- 
bitants were, (in 1658) 10,000 in number, and the Indians and ne- 
groes as many more. It is the largeft of all the Caribbee ifles, and is 
forty-five leagues in circuit. Though at firft, like the other ifles, they 
chiefly-planted tobacco and cotton,, yet now (1658) it produced 10,009 
hogfheads of fugar, befide ginger, pimento, cocoa, caffia, &c. Here 
the governor=general of all the French Caribbee iflaids refides to this 
day. It is now fo freitful and populous. as to be faid to have a militia 
of 10,000 men or more, and 60,000 negros: being alfo finely furnith- 
ed with rivers, fprings, and harbours, and ‘moft excellent fruits, vaft 
quantities of fugar, melaffes, coffee, cotton, indigo, ginger, &c. 

In the fame year, Colonel Jackfon, with:a number of Englifh fhips 
from our Leeward iflands, landed on Jamaica, and with only 500 men 
attacked the fort of St. Jago de la Vega, with 2000 Spaniards in it, 
which, with the city, they took and facked, with the lofs of forty men 
ae gs they re-embarked, after receiving a ranfom for forbearing 

urn it. 

About this time the French firft planted on the ifle of Cayenne, over 
aoe Bes gt yee Ge pame n the coaft of Guiana, from whens? 
a Enaj ee mes driven out by the Dutch ; but the 

y retook it in 1676, and have held it ever fince. It is 
ite feventeen leagues in compafs. Here they have fundry fugar 
Pigpadions. They have fince fettled on the continent over againft Cay- 

V . G . 
eft on tien Bre oe ee EA di, not abour hi 

the weft coaft of Afr; Ser, otherwife called Senegal river, 
we imagine from { ica, where the beft gum Senegal is produced, but 
* The = a Ra ome circumftances that it was nearly at this time *, 


ui dates’ 
[Memsires de Litterature, prick Peg nen the French at Senegal in 1364 or 1365. 
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In the fame year, a very rich lead mine, in which was faid to be 
much filver, was difcovered in Swedifh Lapland, near the town of Pi- 
tha, at the head of the Bothnic gulf. 

1636.—The king made a new regulation of the colony of Virginia, 
whereby ‘he appointed Sir John Harvey to be continued governor 
‘thereof; and empowered him and any three of his council to appoint 
‘ a commiffion for enlarging its limits, and for finding out what trades 
: may be moft neceflary to be undertaken for the benefit of the colo- 
‘ ny; alfo to fend out forces for fubduing the Indians, and to make 
‘ iwar or peace, as may beft fuit the fafety of the colony and our ho- 
‘nour. That in cafe of the governor’s death, or his neceflary abfence 
< (not to be allowed by lefs than four of the council there), one of the 
‘ council to be appointed by the reft fhall a@ in his ftead; the gover- 
‘ nor and council to be fubordinate, fubje&, and obedient to the lords 
‘ commiffioners and committees here for our plantations, touching the 
‘ prefent government of that colony, to whom as well as to us the go- 
‘ vernor fhall, on the death of any member of the council, give notice 
‘ thereof, that we may appoint another in his ftead” [Feædera, V. xx, - 
23] 

As thefe regulations are in the main the fame by which the colonies 
called regal, or fuch as are immediately under the crown, are ftill go- 
verned, they are for that reafon here exhibited, being the firft eftablifh- 
ment thereof in that manner. j 
‘ King Charles commiffioned a number of lords and gentlemen to 
enable William Sandys, Efq. to make the river Avon navigable 
for boats and barges, from its junGion with the river Severn near 
Tewk({bury to the city of Coventry ; and alfo the river Team, on the 
weft fide of the Severn towards Ludlow.’ [Federa, V. xx, p. 6.] 

The king renewed a proclamation of the 7th year of his father’s reign, 
prohibiting all perfons, not his natural-born fubjeéts, from fifhing on the 
coafts and feas of Great Britain and Ireland without a {pecial licence 
firft obtained from his majefty. ‘ And by thefe prefents we make pub- 
‘ lic declaration, that our refolution is, at times convenient, to kee 

‘ fuch a competent ftrength of fhipping upon our feas as may by God’s 
` bleffing be fufficient both to hinder fuch farther encroachments upon 
‘ our regalities, and to affift-and protect thofe our good friends and al- 
` lies who fhall henceforth, by virtue of our licences to be firft obtain- 
` ed, endeavour to take the benefit of fifhing upon our coafts and feas 
‘in the places accuftomed.’ He alfo confirmed another proclamation 
of the 17th year of King James, prohibiting the importation of whale- 
fins by any but the Ruffia company. And he now dire&ts, for the en- 
couragement of that company and the increafe of navigation, that none, 
Whether natives or foreigners, fhall import any whale-fins or whale-oil,. 


ut the faid company only, and this in their joint-ftock capacity alone 
I 
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in refpect to Ee gee fifhery, under pain of forfeiting, &c, [ries 
XX . 15, 19. ieo 
í E again regulated the clock-reel or reel-ftaff for Woolle 
yarn, by enjoining one uniform dimenfion for it. He alfo enjoined. 
that there be only one weight and one meafure for every commodir? 
to be bought or fold throughout the kingdom, and that his'clerk A ie 
market for his houfehold fhould have the overfeeing and exaininan he: 
of all weights and meafures ; for which confideration the king heret 
appoints certain fees to be paid to him *. [Federa, V. xx, p. an] y 
A commiffion was iffued for inquiring into and preventing encroach 
ments on the river Thames by ladders, ftairs, trap-doors, &c, frog 
whence rubbifh and dirt were ufually thrown into it, to the great de- 
triment of its navigation. Alfo another for compounding with fuch as 
had been guilty of importing, felling, or ufing, a falfe dying wood called 
logwood, blockwood, or Campefea wood (Campechy wood), contrary o 
two ftatutes of the 23d and 39th of Queen. Elizabeth ; and for punih- 
ing fuch as fhould hereafter be found guilty in this refpet. [Federg 
V. Xx, pp. 47, 52.1 ' ; 
In a new commiffion for levying fhip-money, the quotas payable by 
London, Middlefex, and Northumberland, were fomewhat lightened, and: 
Hole of Co eae and Weftmoreland a little enlarged. [Federa,. 
oS $p. $9, 74.] > 
In the fame year King Charles granted a patent to the .Lord Mal- 
travers and Sir Francis Crane for the fole coinage of copper. or brafs 
Tengs; and, purfuant to an order of the ftar-chamber, of the year 
ee 1t was now provided, that the faid brafs farthings fhould not be 
a ae cae of their wages in fuch farthings from de-: 
Giver tt R 4 i 8 t up great quantities of them at a low rate,- 
z EC ays ulhworth) was fo fearce and gold fo plenty at this time,- 
ae ae x fold in Smithfield, they commonly bargained to 
ufually given o cone in gold, infomuch that twopence or more was 
the gold was full mae a twenty fhilling piece into filver, although 
fore is To ead commiffioners to compound with the tranfgref~ 
melting and for made againft deftroyers of timber trees and woods in 
The kine iff eng iron. [Fadera, V. xx, p. 68.) 
any ballaft out of nEn ree proclamation,, that none fhould aa 
that purpofe. And havin ames but a perfon appointed by him fof 
aving already monopolized all the faltpetre and 


* This antient officer h 
. d i 
which was generally Ra Dely Breat power, this day rouge basa been efektan don (27 


of the fubje&t, wherefor that o 


july in diate, tere ae fice is long fince fo obvioufly convenient throughout Great. pa 


at flrange that to and Ireland. 4 
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gunpowder, he now appointed a commiffion for receiving of his two 
gunpowder-makers all the powder they fhould make at 74% per pound 
weight, and for again felling the fame out to his fubjects at {fuch prices 
as the commiflioners fhould from time to time fix. 

In this commiffion we find the king was not able-to carry on this 
monopoly without the importation of faltpetre from foreign parts, there 
not being enough produced in England for the manufacture of all the 
gunpowder requifite for his and his fubjects ufe. He alfo prohibited the 
importation of foreign gunpowder ; and directed that his officers fhould 
not take above 1/6 per pound for gunpowder fold out to his fubjedts, 
and that no retailers of at to whom it is thus fold fhould fell it again for 
above 1/8 in ‘London, and 1/84 per pound in the country, if diftant 
thirty miles or more from London. [Federa, V. xx, pp. 93, 96, 107.] 

A malt and brewing monopoly was eftablifhed an pretence of re- 
ftraining the exceflive number of common maltfters, by means of whom 
not only a greater confumption and wafte of barley was occafioned, but 
alfo fundry abufes in the bad making of malt: likewife for reftraining 
the great number of innkeepers and victuallers, who take upon them to 
brew ale.and beer, which they fell by retail, and make too ftrong and 
heady, ferving for drunkennefs and.excefs ; and thenceforth the king 
was to appoint, in fit places throughout the realm, a competent number 
of maltfters and common brewers to be incorporated, under fuch fines 
and yearly payments to us as fhould be thought meet. [Federa, V. xx, 
p. 102. ] 

King Charles:contracted with John Grane, Efq. furveyor-general, for 
victualling his navy, nearly in the form of the contract for the like pur- 
pofe already related under the year 1622. Mr. Crane was to be allow- 
ed for failors in harbour 74d per day for their provifions, and when at 
fea 84d per day. [Federa, V. xx, p. 103.] 

King Charles incorporated all the trade{men and artificers inhabiting 
fuch places in the city of London as are exempted from the freedom 
thereof, as alfo thofe m the outparts of Weftminfter and Middlefex, 
within three miles of the faid city of London; thereby alfo excluding 
for the future all fuch as have not ferved feven years to their refpettive 
Occupations, as well as all foreigners, from pradifing their refpedctive 
trades. ‘The pretences, {carcely plaufible, for this moft extraordinary 
corporation, as in.this proclamation, were, ‘ in arder to prevent thofe 
` places from being peftered with inmates, and alfo to prevent the pre- 
‘ judice done to fuch as were freemen of London, and for the more or- 
‘ derly difpafing of trade and tradefmen.’ [Fadera, V. xx, p.113.]) But 
although ne payments into his exchequer are mentioned, it feems rea- 
fonable enough to fufpe&t that he was thereby laying a foundation for 
fome fuch tax. y 
Vou, I, 3D 
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In a lift of offices beftowed in this 12th year of King Charley 
there is one for the office of clerk and keeper of all the kino? 
and ftorehoufes at Deptford, Chatham, Portfmouth, and dea 
his Majefty’s fhips and navy. ([Federa, V. xx, p. 126.] It cores 
bable that neither Plymouth, Sheernefs, nor Woolwich, ha S 
docks and ftorehoufes, otherwife it fhould feem they wou] 
named in that grant, the words and e//ewhere feeming to b 
pletive. ‘ 

By this time the Dutch Weft-India company had reduced the or 
part of the coaft of Brafil, having (according to Voltaire’s Genera? pa 
of Europe, chap. xi.) in the {pace of thirteen years fent thither ; Soe 
for war and commerce (others fay but 800), which were valued i A s 
millions and an half fterling ; and had in that fpace taken from § our 
then fovereign of Portugal, 545 veflels. That company, in this ee 
1636, fent thither Prince Maurice as governor-general, and me 
remained there, which was eight years, their affairs in general prof F 
ed well enough: but yet their firft declenfion in Brafil may Fe ee 
from the Portuguefe fhaking off the Spanifh yoke in the year bie 

foon after which remarkable revolution they graduall mied i 
of the Dutch in Brafl, from whence we fh i fee. he piensa 
n e A , jal! tee them entirely expelled 

The Spaniards having poffeffed themfelves. of | i 
St. Marguerite and St. Honorate, on the oaeoi ene. eof 
1635, whereby they greatly annoyed that coaft, the French f A 
out forty-two fhips at Rochelle, which were joined ; Pepto 

s » which were joined in the Mediterranean 
b - : 

y aen four galleys, the whole commanded by the count de Har 
court, who, on the coaft of 7 X a Se 
of Spain, Sicily, Sank: ae , near Monaco, attacked the joint fleets 
(fays Morifot in his Orbis ma eae and obtained a complete victory 
ting the reft to flight. Th 5 ra finking their beft fhips, and put- . 
Te “nee they went and ravaged the ifland of Sar- 

Moreover, Cardinal Rich]; 3 
e I A a E een he : rench prime-minifter and: diređor- 
attacks and infults of Ba land f fe ee much France lay open to the 
fome years been preparin ll ie Want of a maritime force, had for 

g all the fhips he could either purchafe from 


beyond fea; or colleg Ph 
diterranean, and fed ne all the French ports of the Ocean and Me- 


excellent pamphlet, pubic ppciner what the judicious author of an 


ing greater ned in 1695, named, C Afi uir- 
ae Fe ine sae trade in England, calls Deanne a ‘battle, 
pwards of fifty thips and twenty galleys ; with which force 
the Spanith fleet, ang ae above mentioned, after vanquifhing 
and eighteen fmaller colle ve large Spanith fhips, twenty-two galleys, 


To- 
d then = 


d have been 
e merely ex. 
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1637.—This was properly the firft time that France began to fhew a 
fuperiority over Spain at fea, as fhe had before done at land: and after- 
wards Richlieu went on deftroying the remains of Spain’s naval ftrength, 
till at length it was reduced to the loweft ebb. ; 

Count Maurice of Naflau, the Dutch Weft-India company’s governor- 
general in Brafil, took another fortrefs from the Spaniards : and fome 
of that company’s fhips failed from thence to the coaft of Guinea, and 
made themfelves mafters of the famous caftle of St.. George del Mina, 
the principal Portuguefe fort of all that coaft, which they have kept to 
this day, as alfo of feveral other leffer forts there. By thefe conqueits 
on the Guinea coaft the Dutch were fupplied at firft hand with negroes 
for carrying on their fugar plantations, &c. in Brafil. 

King Charles iffued a proclamation, importing, ‘ that being inform- 
ed that numbers of his fubjects are every year tranfporting themfelves 
and families, with their eftates, to the Englith plantations in America, 
among{t whom there are many idle and refraétory humours, whofe 
only or principal end is to live as much as they can without the reach 
. of authority ;’ the king thereby commands all the officers of the fe- 
veral ports that they do not hereafter permit any perfons being fubfidy- 
men (i. e. payers of the ufual fubfidies) to embark themfelves thither, - 
without a licence from the commiffioners for plantations; nor none un- 
der the value of fubfidy-men, without a certificate of his having taken 
the oaths of fupremacy and allegiance, and likewife, from the minifter 
of the parifh, of his converfation, and conformity to the orders and dif 
cipline of the church of England. This was levelled againft the puri- 
tans, then going in great numbers to New-England to avoid perfecution 
at home: and a better fample needs not to be defired of the wifdom of 
this king and his minifters. [Fadera, V. xx, p. 143.] 

Some of the Englifh Eaft-India company’s {hips having in the year 
1634 touched at Goa, the capital of the Portuguefe poffeffions in India, 
they were kindly treated by the viceroy there, with whom the Englifh 
concluded a truce, and alfo a free trade, not only thither, but to China 
and all other parts where the Portuguefe were fettled in India; where- 
upon, in the following year (1635), King Charles granted a licence to 
Captain John Weddell, &c. with fix fhips, to make a voyage to Goa 
and the coaft of Malabar, and alfo to the coafts of China and Japan, 
there to trade in fuch commodities as they Gould to the beft advantage 
for themfelves and all other his fubjects for the future: € but the Eaft- 
‘ India company having neither planted nor fettled a trade in thofe 
* parts as we expected, nor made {uch fortifications and places of furety 
“as might encourage any hereafter to adventure to trade thither; nei- 
‘ ther have we received any annual benefit from thence as other princes 
‘do, by reafon of the faid company’s neglect to fortify, they having 
* merely purfued their own preient profit, without provera any fafety 
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+ or fettlednef for eftablithing of traffic in the faid Indies for the ,., 
« of poftérity ; whereas the Portuguefe and Dutch had both eee 
© and fortified, and alfo eftablithed a lafting and hopeful trade aed 
: for the good of pofterity; by the advantage whereof they had n STe, 
+ ly rendered our people there fubjeé to their infolences, but a 
: manner worked them out of the trade, which we find by the a 
+ plaint of divers adventurers in that fociety, and principally ee 
: dayly decreafe of our cuftoms for imports from India, owing a ue 
faid company’s fupine negled of difcovery, and fettling trade to aici 
* parts, when they had a plentiful ftock and fair opportunities ane 
© fed it? ee 
And as all the attempts for a north-weft paffage to Eaft-India | 
hitherto proved unfuccefsfal, which, however, we believe might b a 
formed from Japan, north-eaft to the north of California, ae ae eee 
fide of America, in about forty degrees north latitude, and fo to ma 
along northwards, eaftward, and weftward, as the land will give wa 
to fixty-four degrees northward, where it was left undifcovered by P 
Thomas Button, Captam Luke Fox, and others, to come through. the 
_ ftyaits of Hudfon in the Weftern or Atlantic fea. The king, in the faid 
‘grant of 1635, directed that the grantees fhould, from the fea of China: 
Japan, or elfewhere, fend one of their fhips, well furnifhed and manned’. 
2 o that difcovery ; allotting them half the cuftoms and otlier 
enefits that fħould arife from all fuch new difcoveries as fhould be: 
made, referving to himfelf the other half, with the fovereignty of the 
tisane a a a ae 
and on land there. He Saa them die se ae ek: ae ra 
and to all intents makes the feparate: < T EEE ne 
trade ; directing the old Han ey a E eee 
a Cee ny, t ìir agents and fervants, not to mo- 
The perfons who fet aS Per this ae 5 illi 
Courten, Sir Paul Pindar, &c. = but see ae TES SS alban 
clares, and Endymion Porten a meme E himfelf, as he therein ale 
therein jointly with them and’ Weddell Be Ree ae ee 
for, the king confirmed their PaE l, &c. Tn this: year, r637, theres 
on their voyage): as to all pla Rutyi oe (the fhips being: already gone 
not fettled any factories Neer ndia where the old’ company had 
‘but without prejudice t cae ee before the rath of December 1635» 
company’s grant of trade 4 So iy in other refpedts. This new 
which time Bie a n EN Reena to laft for five years, during. 
bring home, and might in that ent what India goods they shove 
anche e Mae at cafe draw back the entire cuftoms pe 
export 140,000 to India in aa during the faid five years, they might 
Lr: 10 per ceht for that po: and filver bullion, ‘paying to the kins. 
at privilege: and they might alfo, during: the - 
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fid term, admit any others to be partners with them in this adven- 
ture *. [Faedera, V. xx, p. 146.) MEE E 
On this voyage to India Sir William Courten’s fhips made a {mall 
_{ettlement on the great ifle of Madagafcar, which was foon after ruined. 
by the old Eaft-India company t. A 
The king iffued a fref proclamation concerning malt and brewing, 
wherein he exprefsly enjoins, that for the fake of the poorer fort of his 
people, whofe ufual bread was barley, as well as for the reafons afligned 
in his proclamation of the preceding year, already recited, the commom 
maltfters in every county be incorporated, and none of them fhall fol-- 
low any other calling; alfo, that no maltfter fhall be a brewer or 
cooper at the fame time; and that common maltfters and common brew- 
ers fhall only practife their trades in fuch places as -fall be affigned 
by the king and council, and none but fuch to practife any where. No 
innkeeper, alehoufé-keeper, nor victualer, fhall brew the drink they re+ 


tail, unlefs there be no common brewerin or near the place where they- ` 


live; which reftriGions were not, however, to extend’ to the- city of 
London, nor within four miles of it. [Fadera, V. xx, p. 157-] : 
We have feen King Charles’s proclamation for the reftraint of hack-- 
ney and other coaches under the year 1635; we fhall now fee him in a 
contrary. ftrain in his {pecial commiffion to the marquis of Hamilton,- 
his mafter of the horfe, viz. ‘ that we, finding it very requifite for our 
* nobility and gentry,. as well as for foreign ambafladors, ftrangers; and 
“© others, that there fhould be a competent number of hackney: coaches 
: allowed for fuch ufes, have, by the advice of our privy council, thought 
* fit to allow fifty hackney coachmen in and about London: and Weft- 
* minfter, limiting them not to keep above twelve horfes apiece ; alfo. 
* fo many others in other places in England as fhall be neceflary. We 
‘ therefor grant to you, during your lite, the power and authority to- 
‘ licence fifty hackney coachmen, who fhall keep: no more than twelve 
‘ good horfes each for their coaches refpectively. You alo hereby have 
* power to licence fo many in other cities and towns of England as im 
‘your wifdom fhall be thought neceflary, with power to reftrain and: 


e 


* Sir William Courten, who-had'the largeft fhare- 


in this adventure, died. before this-firit voyage was 
completed, and his fon William Courten was by 
the king in this laft grant fubltituted.in his father’s 
place à and he-has left in print fundry large ac- 
counts.of his. great lofles by this adventure, a- 
Mounting to the fum of 151,612; occafioned by 
the feizure of their two- rich fhips, and the.de- 


ftru&tion of their fa&ories-in India by. the Datch ;. 


which made much clamour both. before and after 

the reftoration of King Charles EI, many- pam- 

phlets being publifhed to fhew the great damage 

done to hundreds of families, creditors of Courten 

- and-Pindar.. In the treaty between King Charles II 
3 š 
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and-the Dutch in 1662; fatisfa&tion was ftipulated: 
to be made by the Dutch Eaft-India company for 
the two fhips; yet, fo late as the year 1682, we 
ftill find complaints in print on this. point ; fo that 
probably no redrefs was ever obtained of the Dutch. 
TEafl-India company for. thofe damages. To fay- 
the truth, the {cheme of this new. Englifh coma 
pany. was aa iniquitous one againft the old com-- 
pany, whofe charters were doubtlefs entirely ex- 
clufive of all others. 

+-An extraé from e manufcript journal of 
this voyage, containing the tranfadtions in the m= 
ver of Canton, is publithed by Sir George Staun- 
ton:in his Account of ancembafy to China, c. t+ M. 
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À ‘bit all others from kee ing any hackney coach to let to hir 
Ue ae or niece alfo to prefcribe rules and orders ae 
« cerning the dayly prices of the faid licenced hackney coachmen tg is 
c py them taken for our own particular fervice and in their employ. 
« ment for our fubjects, provided fuch, orders be firft allowed by ys uf 
der our royal hand.’ [Federa,V. xx, p.195-] By allowing each of thefe 
fifty coachmen twelve horfes, it is plain there might be, and mof pro- 
bably were, many more than fifty coaches kept by them, poflibly even 
as far as three hundred in number. r 
The king, by proclamation, ordered the pigs and bars of iron made in 
England to be marked by his furveyors of the iron-works, to prevent 
the fale of bad iron ; and that iron was not to be exported without the 
king’s licence under pain of forfeiture, &c.. Thofe furveyors were alfo 
empowered to enter any woods that were felled, cut, or coarded, to be 
converted into coal for making of iron, whereby it might appear of 
- what condition thofe woods were that fhould be employed that way, 
and that they be not cut down contrary to law. [Federa, V. XX, $. 161.] 
A very proper regulation if rightly executed. 

A propofal being made to the king for the better working of lead 
mines in Wales, fo as to extract more filver therefrom than hitherto the 
miners there have had {kill to do, in order to coin money. therefrom: 
the king therefor erected a mint at the caftle of Aberiftwith in Cardi- 
ganthire, and appointed the propofer, Thomas Bufhell, to be warden 
thereof; who on his part covenanted with the king to coin five differ- 
ent filver coins there, viz. half-crowns, fhillings, fixpences, twopences, 
and pence, at the rate of fixty-two fhillings in the pound troy, which 
fhould contain eleven ounces and two penny-weight of fine filver, and’ 
eighteen penny-weight allay, which is the old right ftandard of the mo- 
nies of filver in England. But two fhillings out of every pound weight 
of coined filver were to be retained at the mint, viz. fourteenpence for 
the charges, and tenpence for the king ; fo that there fhould only be 
delivered out to the owner three pounds by tale. The money to have 


the feathers ftamped on both fides of it, to thew that it was coined in 
Wales. [Federa, V. xx, $. 163.] 


King Charles again direGed fhip-money to be levied for the, fervice 


of the year 1638. The number ot thips, tonnage, and men, the fame 
as in the preceding year. [Fadera, V. xx, $- 169.] 
On account of hoftility committed by a fhip of Rotterdam on fome 
Englifh thips in the year 1630, the king now granted the fufferers let- 
ters of reprifal againft all Dutch thips, they being bound to render an 
account of their prizes to the admirality. [Federa, V. xx $. 171-] 
; After all the exclufive powers, &c. which King Charles had granted 
to his foap company in. eftminfter, he found hiner now obliged to 
zecall them all. But, in their ftead, he ereGted another new exclufive 
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foap company, within the city of London, equally illegal, having the- 


lord mayor, Edward Bromfield, Efq. at their head; whereby he pro- 
hibits all others throughout England, but fuch as fhall be free of this 
new corporation, from making foap, or buying pot-afhes, excepting Sir 
Richard Wefton, and feveral foap-makers of Briftol, Bridgewater, Ex- 
eter, Somerfet, Dorfet, Devon, and Cornwall, who had licences to make 
limited quantities and forts of foap ; for which they probably gave due 
fatisfaction. The Weftminfter company previoufly refigned their char- 
ter into the king’s hands. [Federa, V. xx, p. 181.] ‘ 
© King Charles gave a {pecial commiffion to Robert earl of Warwick, 
his agents and aflociates, to fit out ‘ as many armed fhips as he fhould 
‘ judge proper, at his and their cofts, for an undertaking tending to the 


advancement of our fervice and revenue, and the enlargement of our- 


territories in the Weft-Indies, and to the public honour of the na- 
tion; and to aflail, take, burn, or otherwife deftroy, any carracks,. 
fhips, galleys, &c. in thofe feas, or any where elfe, where the free na- 
vigation, trade, or commerce of any of our fubjes is or fhall be de- 
nied, or actually intercepted, or oppofed in any kind; (faving the 
carracks, fhips, &c. of all princes and ftates keeping league and amity 
with us, and not denying or aétually interrupting, &c. the free navi- 
gation in the feas aforefaid.) Impowering the faid earl-and his affo- 
` ciates, in hoftile manner, by force of arms, ftratagem, or other policy- 
of war, to invade, furprize, vanquifh, retain, poflefs, and keep to our 
ufe, any lands, iflands, cities, caftles, or other parts within the con-- 
tinent or iflands of America, or elfewhere, which he fhall any way 
bring under his power; and therein to plant, inhabit, and fortify, or 
elfe to demolith and deftroy the fame; and to take to his ufe all the 
ammunition, goods, and treafure, found therein, &c.’ [Pedera, V. xx, 
p- 186.]. : 

Every one may fee that this private expedition was intended againft the 
Spanifh Weft-Indies. For although there was then peace between Eng- 
land and Spain in Europe, yet there had never been any proper treaty of 
peace between the two nations, relating to the Weft-Indies, or other parts 
of America, wherein the pretenfions of the crown of. ‘Spain ran {till fo high 
as to claim the abfolute fovereignty. And that very wild and arbitrary 
claim gave a reafonable handle to other maritime nations to get pollet- 
fion of as much as they could of thofe undetermined territories: where- 
as, if Spain had made treaties-with England and France, for afcertain- 
ing the diftin@ property of each nation there, fhe might at this day 
have preferved her claim to fome parts thereof, which the feeblenefs of 
that monarchy in.fucceeding times obligéd’ her to give up. This in- 
tended expedition, however, probably did not fucceed, or rather, per- 
haps did not take place, fince none of-our naval-hiftorians nor voyagers 


make any mention of it at all. ee 
2 


1 
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The king gave a patent to Thomas earl of Berkthire, for the fo] 

aie cate AE kiln for drying malt and hops, with {fea-coa] a 
peat, or any other cheap fuel: with power to him to compound fo a 
Ria OF money to be paid by fuch as fhall defire to ufe his invention, 
Federa, V. xx, p. 191.] . es 
: Private letter carriers between England and France were ftill in ufe 
notwitftanding King Charles’s proclamation in 1636, and alfo in: 
Louis’s in the fame year, both prohibiting the fame. In Confequence 
of an agreement between thofe two princes, the route of the Public 
pofts was from Dover to Calais, and thence to Paris by Bologne, Abbe.’ 
ville, and Amiens; whereas the private pofts failed from Rye to Dieppe 
and thence to Paris. Wherefor King Charles, by proclamation, prohi- 
bited any letters being {fent from Rye to Dieppe, or any other way what- 
ever, but from his potmafter-general, by the way of Calais, as above 
He alfo again prohibited all private pofts at home; hereby renewing his 
former declaration of the feveral rates of poftage, as exhibited ufider Rs 
year 1635. [Pedera, V. xx, p. 192.] 

Tn a gentlemen, mercanti, and traders, not long before this 
time, were forced to employ lefs certain carriers, or to be at the ex- 
penfe of {pecial meflengers with their letters. Univerfities and great 
towns had their own particular pofts; and the fame horfe or foot poft 
went quite through the journey, end returned with other letters, with-. 
out having different flages, as at prefent. It was thus practifed later in 
aerend,, 7 nave lefs commerce than-m England. 

n the lift of offices, filled up in England f a 375 Wi 
with the following ones, viz. ve in Sethe Seat 9379, i 

y ue agency for the fole making and felling of all counterpoifes, 
or weights and grains; and the approving and allowing of all balances 
for his majefty’s coins or money of gold within En gland and Ire- 
land. : 23 i 

ti) pean aed a peace balks and timber. fell 

Si agency, tor his majefty to grant licences to fell to- 
bacco by retail. Sa) nce 
ie ae office of intelligence ; and of entering the names of all maf 
Lo eps As and fervants; and of all goods loft and found, &c. iB 

a n eftminfter, and three miles diftant. 

4 rs ; he office of fealer of al] playing.cards and dice. [Federa, V.% 
I th d ri 7 i 
sE T year we find a monopoly granted to Sir Thomas Tem- 
pet, and others, notwithftand 3 
Ba i Se ey nding the former exclufive and perpetua 
felling coals expe of the hoaftmen of Newcaftle, of the, fole: power © 
5 exported out of the river Tine, for twenty-one years 


[Eneland’s grieva . aes: 3 
1655. grievance difcovered in relation to the coal trade, ch, 21, 4% 
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` At this time James duke of Courland made a confiderable figure in 
naval power and commerce; he built a good number of ftout fhips of 
war, and alfo fome forts on the coaft of Guinea, where he fettled facto- 
ries; he alfo fettled a colony on the ifland of Tobago in the Weft-Indies ; 
fo that King Charles Guftavus, of Sweden, is reported fometime after 
this to have pleafantly faid, ‘ my coufin of Courland is too great for a 
< duke and too little for a king.’ But as that duchy had not a fufficien- 
cy of materials and manufadtures for a great commerce, and the fuperior. 
genius of that prince died with him, Courland after his death funk to 
its former proper and intrinfic value. 

By an order of King Charles and his council, in this fame year, as. 
appears by all the London hiftoriographers of that age, that king, who 
delighted too much in copying after any arbitrary order of other na- 
tions, commanded all the London filverfmiths to live in Goldfmiths- 
row, being the fouth fides of the two famous ftreets of London named 
Cheapfide and Lombard-ftreet. The cruelty and abfurdity of this or- 
der is fo obvious to every one, that it is needlefs to make any further 
animadverfion on it. Poflibly fuch as were to be indulged in this cafe 
paid fuficiently for it. 
_ The firft Europeans who fettled in that part of America, fince named’ 
New-Jerfey, and in part of Penfylvania, were Swedes; we cannot fix 
the exact year, although probably about 1637, but it was however. 
in Queen Chriftina’s reign. They are faid, through our unaccount- 
able {upinenefs, to have erected three towns therein very early, whofe 
names {till remain, viz. Gottenburg, Helfingburg, and. Chriftina. Yet 
the: Swedes, not being fo induftrious as their neighbours the Dutch of 
New-Nidderland, (now New-York) were by them difpoflefled of the 
north part, which they named, in Latin, Nova-Belgia. But as-neither- 
Swedes nor Dutch had any right to fettle there, that country being part 
of our province of Virginia, as then fo called, the. duke of York, as 
we fhall fee, made no {cruple to difpoflefs them both in the year 1664. 

1638.—In the year 1638. King Charles incorporated. Thomas Horth, 
and other matters of fhips, who were empowered. to buy all. coals ex- 
ported from the ports of Sunderland, Newcaftle, Blithe, and Berwick, 
paying to the:king 1/ per chaldron cuftom: and to fell them again te 
the city of London, at a price not exceeding 17/ per chaldron in. fum- 
mer, and 1g /in winter ; provided they had a free market and a juft 
meafure at Newcaftle, &c. As this is not the fame grant as that in the 
Preceding year, it is probable the later was revoked. [Exglana’s Gricv- 
ance, Pc ch. 22.] i 

The French fleet, under the archbifhop of Bourdeaux, now beat the 
Spanifh fleet of galeons, of which they took feveral ; and, in the fame 
year, the gallies of Marfeilles vanquifhed thofe of Spain, near Genoa. 

Vor. II, 3 E 
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The Dutch from Batavia worfted the Portuguefe at Ceylon 
year, both at fea and on land, :and took pofleflion of their forts 
‘fand, upon which the king of the ifland concluded a treaty w 
Dutch, and granted them many privileges, and a reimburfement fin 
charges of their expeditions againft the Portuguele, to be paid in cin. 
namon, pepper, cardamoms, indigo, wax, &c. with great prefents fent 
to Batavia. ; } ; 

In purfuance of two acts of parliament, of the the 39th and 43d of 

ucen Elizabeth, for the true making of-cloth, directing’ all kinds of ` 
woollen cloth, brought for fale to London, to be firft carried to Black- 
well-hall, the common cloth-market for the city, to be there fearcheq 
and fealed ; and of King James’s proclamation, in his rth year, dire. 
ing, that all forts of vendible cloths, bays, felts, fays, ftuffs, as wel] old 
as new draperies, made in England and Wales, fhould be brought to 
Blackwell-hall for the like purpofe, King Charles publithed a procla- 
mation to the fame effet; as alfo to prevent thofe who, to elude the 
laws, make contracts for thofe woollen goods in the country, and bring 
them afterward to London, to inns, warehoufes, &c. to be there fold; 
whereby, fays the king, much deceit and damage redoundeth to our 
fubjects, and difcredit to our cloths in foreign parts; and alfo the poor 
children of Chrift hofpital in London are defrauded .of the duties of 
hallage there, appointed for their relief. [Federa, V. xx, p- 221.) 

King Charles commanded, ‘by his proclamation, all merchants and 
mafters of fhips, &c. not to fet forth any fhip or fhips with paflengers or 
provifions for New-England, without -his-or his privy-council’s fpecial 
licence, ‘ for divers weighty and important caufes well known to us.’ 
[Federa, V. xx, p. 223.) This was for reftraining the puritans from going 
to New England, who at this time flocked thither in great numbers, to 
enjoy that liberty in a wildernefs which every man has an undoubted 
right to (demeaning himfelf in a peaceable manner) in his native land. 


Meft cruel therefor was the proceedings of this king in regard to thofe 


» in thig 
on tha 


ith the 


. people; on the one hand to perfecute them at home, and on the other 


žo prevent their withdrawing from fuch perfecution. 

The king in the fixth year of his reign had prohibited raw filk from 
being dyed before the gum be fair boiled off ; but ‘ being now better i- | 
formed by merchants, mercers, filk-men, and filk-weavers, that there 
was a fort called hard filk, ‘dyed upon the gum (neceflarily ufed m 
making tufted taffaties, figured fatins, fine flight ribands, and ferret 
nibands, both black and coloured; and although it be dyed upon oe 
gum, yet it will not be increafed in weight above the limitations ol- 


~ 


‘ Towing: viz. the pound weight of raw or thrown filk not to exceed fx 
X : e 
> unces when dyed into any coloured hard filk, with half an ount 


at moft for remedy ; and being dyed into Spanifh black hard filk not 
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« to exceed'nineteen‘ounces when dyed, without any addition for re- 
t medy. He now direéted this later fcheme to take place; and that no 
‘ hard filk be ufed or mixed in making any other manufactures of filk 
‘ than the above. Alfo that none fhould import’ any ftuffs or other 
e manufactures made or mixed with hard filk, other than tufted taffeties 
t and figured fatins; nor any ftuffs whatfoever made or mixed with filk; 
«© of lefs breadth than a full half yard nail and half nail within the lifts, 
© on:forfeiture thereof.. [Federa, V. xx, p. 224.] 

The king having lately incorporated the makers (in London) of hats 
and caps of beaver wool; and the wearing of beaver hats having of late 
come much into‘ufe among people of rank and quality, he therefor 

rohibited the importation’ of any hats or caps of beaver, or: of any 
other fort whatever: and ordered that none fhould make any hats for 3 
the future but freemen: of that corporation. Alfo that no hair, wool, - 
or other ftuff, be by the faid hat-makers mixed with their-beaver wool 
in hat making: nor fhould any hats called demy-caftors be henceforth 
made to-be fold here; but, as they are demanded in foreign parts, they 
might be exported beyond fea. [Fadera, V. xx, p. 230-]’ 

King Charles repealed all the reftraints he had lately laid on malfters, 
or:malt-makers, in the year: 1636. [Fadera, V. xx, p. 234.] 

The wine-merchants-and vintners of England having agreed to pay 
4of per ton to* King Charles: for’ all the’ wines-they fhould import, the 
king in return prohibited the wine-coopers, who had already crept into © 
the wine-trade, from importing wines. By-this- record it appears that 
licences for retailing: wines were then under the management of the 
vintners company, for his majefty’s benefit. The king alfo directed 
that the cuftom of retailing wines in bottles and other undue meafures 
be laid afide; and that all wines be retailed by juft meafures alone. ; 
[Federa, V. 8x,:p. 241.) 

Bigotry in religon, ever deftructive of the freedom of commerce, 

/ and an‘unaccountable bias to the’ old laws made before commerce be- 

came confiderable in: England; had‘ fo blinded King Charles and his 

miniftry, that many proclamations and orders were now made, which 

were very hurtful to the due freedom of commerce ;° of which weaknefs 

we have already feen-fundry inftances: and we have another in a tedi- - 
ous proclamation;: ‘ for reforming abufes in the manufacture and 

‘ breadths of filks and ftuffs of foreign materials, fuch as velvets, plufhes, 

“ tiflues, gold:and filver ftuffs, damafks, taffaties, garters, ribands, and 

‘ laces; and-impowering the weavers company of London to admit a 

: competent number of fuch perfons, as well firangers as natives, into 

‘ the freedom of ‘their-company; as had exercifed: the trade of weaving 

‘ at leaft.one whole year before the: date of the new charter, (which he gaa 
‘ had in this fame year granted to’that company) who fhould be con- 


* formable to the laws-of the realm, and the conftitmtions of the church - 
3 2- 
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t 
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Siture flate of England, 


Syn 


ees > [Fadera, V. xx, p. 270.) “What, in the name of: 
oe D conftitution of any church to do with the uai of 
Ke 
pe on the king’s proclamations of this year was for a very 
worthy purpofe, viz. for deducting fix pence per month from 
ficers pay, and four pence per month from all failors Wages, in th 
chants fervice in the port of London; to be applied for the relief of 
ed, thipwrecked, or otherwife diftreffed failors in the merchants 
and of the poor widows and children of fuch as fhould be killed 
in merchandizing voyages. This money to be under the manage 
the corporation of the trinity-houfe, then kept at Ratcliffe: ex 
however, failors in the Eaft-India company’s fervice, who had 
early as this time, as they. ftill have, a provifion of this kind fet 
them. [Federa, V. xx, p. 278.] In our own days a charitab] 
tion, for this good purpofe, has been lately erected in Londo 
ed by voluntary contributions of merchants, &c. : 
King Charles fomewhat relaxed his claim of fhip-money for the fuc- 
ceeding year: for although it is faid to be levied all over England, as in 
the two preceding years, yet it was now to be only for eighteen thips 
and pinnaces ; but, how the afleffment for this levy was made, does not 
appear. Poflibly the clamour that the levying of it at all, without the 
confent of parliament, and Mr. Hambden’s trial for refufing to pay it, 
had now begun to make that prince more cautious in the extenfion of 
his prerogative, and he now direéts his lord-admiral, the earl of North- 
umberland, to fupply, as ufual, fhips out of his own navy for fuch 
counties whofe fituation difabled them from fitting out any themfelves, 


and to apply the money they fhall pay to him as therein direéted. [Fe- 
dera, V. xx, $. 286.] 


King Charles iffued a proclamation againft felling or exporting tin 
from Devonfhire 


and Cornwall, until it be duely aflayed, weighed, and 
coined, (as the ftamping of it is termed by the flannary laws) by lus 
officers. He alfo 


prohibited the importation of ti from foreign parts. 
{Feædera, V. xx, $. 289.] i Sde deem 3 


The Englith Eaft-Indi 
the great fearcity of Spa 
{upplying themfelves wi 
age to Perfia and India 
120,000 in foreign gold; 


Praife. 
fea of. 
E merą 
maim- 
fervice, 
or loft 
ment of 
cepting, 
even {o 
tled on 
e corpora- 


n, fupport- 


a company having reprefented to King Charles, 
nifh filver, whereby they were difabled from 


ned at the mint in the tower of London, from March 

1619 to March 1638, 16,900,042 HIT iI in gold and filver. [ Happy 
pee PTO Jolio, tO GRhies sea che 

Cardinal Richliey feems to have underftood, very early, the great Im 
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portance of which the French Weft-India iflands would prove, even be- 
fore they had any fugar-canes planted in them: and having the glory 
and intereft of France very much at heart, he laboured to give his fo- 
vereign, Louis XIII, favourable impreffions of them, although they 
produced nothing yet but cotton, ginger, and bad tobacco. Wherefor 
he, at this time, got his king to appoint the governor of thofe iflands 
to be his own lieutenant-general there. By fuch means the French 
iflands were foon much improved, and more particularly Martinico, and 
their moiety of St. Chriftuphers. ; ' 

The Englifh Weft-India iflands were alfo encouraged at this time, and 
had much the fame produétions; yet it is eafy to conceive how incon- 
fiderable they were before they fell into the fugar trade. They made 
fome indigo, and alfo cotton and ginger; but their tobacco was bad, 
and that of Barbados was deemed the worft of all. 

1639-—The Spanifh monarchy, though vifibly declining, in the year 
1639, made the greatett effort at fea that it had ever done fince the tam- 

ous armada in 1588; for it confifted of 67 large fhips from Corunna, 
carrying 25,000 feamen and 12,000 foldiers. This great armada, in- 
tended to relieve Dunkirk, before which the Dutch fleet lay, and other- 
wife to fupport their Netherland provinces, was firft encountered in the 
Englifh Channel, and afterward in the Downs, by the Dutch fleet of 
roo fhips under Van Tromp, who in the end gained an entire victory, 
and deftroyed moft of their fhips, amongft which was a great Portu 
guefe galleon of 1400 tons, 80 cannon, and 800 men, though King 
Charles had fent his admiral, Sir John Pennington, with 34 thips of war, 
to preferve a neutrality between thofe two huge fleets, whilft they lay 
watching each others motions, for near three weeks, on the coaft of 
Kent. This terrible blow, followed by feveral fubfequent defeats at fea 
-by the French, entirely broke the naval power of Spain, fo as never to 
recover it in any degree till our own times. Thete difafters induced 
Spain to come into terms with the Dutch at the treaty of Muntfter. 

In this year a treaty of peace and commerce between King Charles I 
of England and Chriftian IV of Denmark, was concluded by Sir Tho- 
mas Rowe at Gluckftad : the following are the articles relating to com- 
merce. 

- IID) No warlike fuccours, either in money, provifions, arms, ammu- 
nition, machines, guns, &c. fhall be fupplied to the enemies of either 
party. 
IV) If any power fhall attack either of the contracting parties with- 
‘out provocation, or fhall make any pretenfions to a right to, or fupe- 
riority over, any of his countries or dominions not actually poflefled by 
the claimer, then the other party, if not at war himfelf, fhall, m four 
‘mouths at fartheft, fupply him with the following thips of war, vid. 4 
of 150 or 200 tons each, and 150. or 200 men, and 20 pieces of ord- 
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i ìà hip: and 4 other fhips of roo to 120 tons each 
ae Bess a Tae cannon: in each fhip: and fuppli 
all fuitable ftores by the fender, and with three months Provifions, 

afterwards, during the war, they fhall be fupplied, &c. by th 

i whom they are fent to affift. ae 

XIV) The king of Great Britain’s fubje@s fhall not refo 
ports of the king of Denmark prohibited by former treaties 
the {pecial licence of his Danifh majefty atked and granted, u 
pelled to it by ftorm: in which laft cafe they fhall by no 
there.: 
% - XV) Ships and merchandize wrecked on. the coafts of either Cones 
Al tracting party may be freely claimed. by the proper owners; and the fan 
x i tives of thofe coafts fhall not injure nor obftruct them, but. fhal] rather 
Et be ready to aflift them, being paid for their trouble. 
| XIX). And becaufe the iflands of Orkney. and of Shetland cannot 


» Carr 


but 
e party 


Tt to the 
7 Without 
nlefs com- 
means trade 


well be omitted to be mentioned in this treaty, it is now agreed, th 
‘ during the lives of both kings, and the life of the: longeft liver of the 
ái nothing fhall be moved or treated: of concerning them ; 
neverthelefs, the rights or pretenfions of their fucceflors. 
XX) Nothing in this treaty fhall derogate frora former ones, unlef 
where exprefsly repealed by the prefent treaty. [Federa, V. xx, $- 336:] 
King Charles. being at York, on the gth of April 1639, going to fup- 
prefs the Scottith. rebellion, he found himfelf obliged, in order to quiet 
the minds of his people, to publith the following proclamation, for re- 

y voking many. of his illegal grants and monopolies, viz. 

F _ Whereas divers grants, licences, privileges, and commiffions, had 
been procured from him, on pretences for the common good and profit 
of his.fubjeGs, which fince, upon experience, have been. found to be 
prejudicial and inconvenient to his people, and in their execution have 
been notorioufly abufed : he is now. pleafed, of his mere grace and fa- 
vour, with the advice of his privy council, to: declare thefe following to 
be utterly void and revoked, viz. 

| = Ne ee Cottages and inmates.’ This was grange 
a ae Pe cae with all fuch as had built cottages, without aie 
oe nexed to each of them ; and with fuch as fuffered 1 
= ; < a OT More families than one, to-refide in any of the faid cottages. 
A commiffion touching {criveners and brokers. i 5 
$ For compounding with offenders touching tobacco, 
ch as fold it without the king’s ftamp. 


at, 
m, 
faving always, 


E e. fu 


or compounding with offenders for tranfportation 


of butter beyond fea,’ without his ftamp and li- 
cence. tn 


ç E A 
For compoundin 


& with offenders for importing °" 
wing logwood. 


4 
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< A commiffion for compounding with theriffs, for felling their un- 
der-fheriffs places. 
‘ For compounding for the deftruétion of woods, by 
iron-works. 
‘ For-concealments and encroachments within twenty 
miles of London. 
< For a licence to export fheep-fkins and lamb-fkins. 
For compounding with the dreffers of venifon, phea- 
fants, and partridges, in inns, alehoufes, ordinaries, 
and taverns. 
For licenfing brewers. 
For the fole tranfporting of lamperns. 
For weighing hay and ftraw. 
< For an office of regifter to the commiflion of bank- 
rupts, in divers.counties. 
For gauging red herrings. 
For marking iron made in England. 
For fealing bone-lace. 
‘ For marking and gauging butter cafks. 
For the privilege of ufing kelp and fea-weed. 
< For fealing linen cloths. 
< For gathering rags. 
< For a grant of a factory for Scottifh merchants. 
‘ For fearching and fealing foreign hops. 
For fealing buttons. 

‘ All grants of fines, penalties, and forfeitures, before judgement 
granted. ; : 

< All patents for new inventions, not put in practice within three 
years from the date of their refpedtive grants. 

< The feveral grants of incorporation to hatband-makers, gutftring- 
makers, fpectacle-makers, comb-makers, tebacco-pipe-makers, butchers, 
and horners.’ 

And the king herein declares, that a writ of guo warranto or fcire fa- 
cias fhall be iffued to recall the faid grants and patents, unlefs they do 
voluntarily furrender them. [Fadera, V. xx, p. 340.] 

By thefe and all other projects of {mall note the king was reckoned 
to have raifed about L200,000 yearly ; according to the book sntitled 
the Royal treafury of England, 8vo, London, 1725, A. 284. 

The king being informed, that fundry merchants, notwithftanding his. 
proclamation of laft year to the contrary, continued to trade in woollen 
goods to other ports of Germany and the Netherlands, than to the mart 
towns or {taple towns of the merchant-adventurers company, he now 
tenewed that proclamation, and prolonged the time formerly allowed 
them to keep their freedom in that fellowfhip. He alfo firictly prohi- 


a 


a 


a 


A 


a 


a 
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5 i ation of wool, woolfels, woollen-yarn, fullers- earth 
E y, (now found to be of the fame nature and ufe. and 
fullers-earth) by the exportation whereof, he is informed, there ; 
great decay of the woollen manufacture. Medera, V. XX, p. 342. 

The king abridged the extravagant authority which he had formerly 
granted to the clerk of the market of his houfehold, and to the w 


; : 3 ater 
bailiff. He alfo revoked his charter of incoporation to the Makers of 
bricks and tiles near London and Weftminfter, as being found hurtful. 


And ordered that the iffues of jurors fhould not be farmed, as being a 
grievance to many of his fubjects. [Federa, V. xx, $. 344.] 

The king ordered that an inquiry fhould be made into the condu@ 
of Peter Richaut merchant, treafurer of the fifhery company, concern- 
ing oppreffions and wrongs done by him to fundry poor tradefmen deal- 
ing with that company: to inquire alfo, whether the ftock of the 
company be diminifhed? and if fo, how it came to be fo? alfo to in. 
quire into all other matters relating to the fifhery company, and into 
the means of fettling that bufinefs, for the beft advantage of the com- 
monwealth of our kingdoms: to the end, that upon return of the 
faid commiffion, it may appear which way fo worthy an undertaking, 
for the honour of us'and the common good of our fubjedts, may be 
advanced, &c. [Federa, V. xx, $- 346.] 

The king commiffioned five perfons to repair to the ifland of Bar- 
bados, and to remove the pretended governor of it, who prefumed to 
continue to act as fuch, after another had been appointed by James earl 
of Carlifle. The commiffion recites, that Barbados was efteemed one 
of the Caribbee ifles, and a part of the province of Carlifle in America, 
granted to James Hay the late earl of Carlifle, and to his heirs. It feems, 
that this pretended governor (Captain Henry Hawley) had only hada 
Commiffion from the king, in the beginning of this year, for treating 
with the inhabitants of Barbados, and other iflands, concerning a mo- 
deration to be held in the planting of tobacco, (fugar not being as yet 
produced in any of them) and for regulating the prices thereof; ‘ and: 

for none other employment intended by us, fays the king; under 
colour of which he took on himfelf the ftile of lieutenant-general and 
governor of Barbados, &c. [Fadera, V. xx, p. Fe 
eee ees n Englith firt fettled on the pleafant ifland of St. Lucia, 
ee aes cagues of Martinico, {even alfo from St. Vincents, and 

your trom Barbados, being twenty-four miles in length and eleven 


in breadth, ab 2 $ l J 
mills, with ae with plenty of timber, proper for houfes ana , 


3 € neighbouring ifles, both Engli and French, are 
ftill fupplied. It has alfo plenty Se and m oe harbours 
and anchoring places. Two years after, the Englith governor and mo 
of his people were murdered by the Carib natives, and the reft driven 
out of the ifland by the inftigation, as was fufpected, of the French at 
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Martinico, though difowned by the French governor. Neither did the 
French at that time, nor for many years after, form any pretenfions 
to that ifland.~ But, during the civil wars of England between King 
Charles I and his parliament, Mr. Parquot fent 40 Frenchmen from 
Martinico to take poffeffion of St. Lucia; but the Caribs being as much 
at enmity with the French as with the Englifh, killed two of their go-. 
vernors and many of their people, and maintained their independency, 
till after the reftoration of King Charles II. 

Amongit the offices filled up in the year 1639 by King Charles, there 
is one, ‘ for furveying of gamefters ufing the exercife of wreftling in 
< any place or places within the compafs or diftance of three miles of 
‘ the city of London,’ [Federa, V. xx, p. 381] which we-only note 
for its feeming fingularity. Every age has its peculiar diverfions and 
cuftoms ; and though this may appear ftrange in our age, it was pro- 
bably in great vogue at that time, even, perhaps, as much as cricket late- 
ly was by perfons of high rank. 

Between the years 1630 and 1640, while there were no parliaments 
in England, the Dutch carried on a moft profitable commerce to the 
Englifh American plantations, there not being then any legal prohibi- 
tion of foreign fhipping reforting thither. 

1640.—The year 1640 was propitious to the commerce of England 
and other nations, on account of the great revolution in Portugal, when 
John duke of Braganza drove out the Spaniards, and afcended the throne 
of Portugal, by the name of King John IV. For, while Spain was able 
to fupply her American provinces with the filk, fpices, calicoes, &c. of 
the Portuguefe fettlements in Eaft-India, fhe thereby not only had more 
of her own American treafure left in her hands, but, moreover, Eng- 
land and other {tates had not till now fo great a call for their merchan- 
dize, for the fupply of Spain and her American provinces. But fince 
Spain loft Portugal, and confequently the Portuguefe fettlements in the 
Eaft-Indies, having few or no manufactures, and but little product of 
her own (wines excepted) for fupplying her American provinces, the 
Englifh, Dutch, and Hamburghers, and, lateft of all, the French, have, 
more abfolutely than formerly, fupplied Spain with the great bulk of 
their commodities and manufactures, both for her home confumption 
and the much greater one of her vaft American territories. Ceuta, 
however, having a Spanifh garrifon, did not revolt’ to the duke of Bra- 
ganza, as the reft of the Portuguefe territories had done; but remains 
to this day in the poffeflion of Spain. 

It has not proved fo favourable to the commerce and other interefts 
of the reft-of Europe, that France gained at this time fo much the 
afcendant over Spain, by protecting the revolted Catalans, and by tak- 
ing from her the city of Arras, the capital of the province of Artois, 
by the Flemings till then deemed impregnable. 


Vou, II, 3 F 
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King Charles being engaged in preparing for a religious war wi 
Scots, and not as yet ftooping to call an Englifh parliament for nari the 
: fell on very extraordinary methods for raifing money : amongft Bo 
{ he this year bought all the pepper belonging to the Eaft-Indig Son ers, 
upon credit, which he fold out again for ready money. In 4 teas 
count of money difburfed out of the tonnage and poundage dut Pe 
the navy, to the gth of June 1642, we find the following payment s 
i ‘ to the Eaft-India company, in part of a debt owing to them ik i 
i ‘ majefty for pepper, bought by my Lord Cottington, Lo4r3: rake n 
\ In King Chailes’s {pecial commiffion for making provifion fon ti 
; army going againft Scotland, we find that bows and arrows were fill lis 
ii ufe; and that ftone fhot or cannon bullets of ftone (as well as ort in 
were ufed for their fire-artillery. [Fædera, V. xx, p. 41%7.] n) 
E A King Charles being in this fame year informed, that a tin mine was 
lately difcovered in Barbary, and being on that account apprehenfive a 
T o _the decreafe of his revenue from the tin mines of Cornwall and Devon- 
fhire, ‘ by proclamation, prohibited the importation of foreign tin, as 
“ alfo carrying the tin of Barbary to any other place whatever in Ene. 
` lifh thipping. Alfo for promoting the confumption of Englith tin and 
* pewter in his realms, he direéts, that all the meafures for wine ale 
‘ beer, &c. ufed in taverns, vi@ualing-houfes, fhops, &c. fhall be of 
‘ a or pewter, and fhall be ftamped or fealed.’ [Fædera, V. xx b 
423. TAS 
We now meet with the firt mention of a conful-general for England 
eae in Spain: the preamble of whofe commiffion runs as fol- 
T Whereas we are given to underftand, how convenient and neceflary 
. a ce we ore ee oes ce to Alicant in the king- 
‘ 4 a, to have tome perlon of judgement and experience, 
; able to govern and diređt them in their af and lawful acad to be 
pea and appointed as conful there. Know ye,’ &c. 
iaa kon: eens were to be, the antient allowance of two 
y Britith fhip trading to that port, and alfo one fourth 


bi er cent fi i i i i 
i j es or au merchandize of fhips trading thither. [Fædera, V. xx, 
}: King Charles’s inabilit 


to march to the Borie EOF papot the Scottifh army, now preparing 


$ Englifh parliament, 
23 -termiffion. 


pi Rebecca GE Landa ly one on the Spanifh coaft, called he 
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the immediate redrefs of their many grievances of greater importance 
than an immediate fupply for his war. This incenfed the king fo much, 
that he haftily and very angrily diflolved the parliament before any one 
act had been pafled; which, as Lord Clarendon owns, he immediately 
after repented of. For fupplying his prefent wants therefor without 
a parliament, he took fundry extraordinary methods of raifing money ; 
fuch as coat and conduct money from every county ; an exorbitant fine 
laid on the city of London, for having, as he alleged, occupied more 
lands in Ireland than was granted by their charter: but the true reafon 
was, their refufing him a loan of L200,000, which L200,0co had been 
forcibly borrowed of the merchants, who had lodged their money in the 
king’s mint in the tower of London; which place, as elfewhere noted, 
before banking with gold{miths came into ufe in London, ‘was till now 
made a kind of bank or repofitory for merchants to lodge their money 
in; but which, after this compulfory loan (for fo it was) of L2c0,000, 
never after was trufted in that way any more, although the king gave 

the lenders the fecurity of his cuftoms. A fubfcription alfo had been 

made for his prefent fupply, by his privy counfellors and favourites, 
(Lord Stafford alone fubfcribing L20,000). And, befide all thefe, the 
clergy in convocation, which, contrary to all cuftom, fat after the dif- 
folution of this parliament, granted him fix fubfidies of L20,c00 each, 
to be paid in fix years, at the rate of 4/ in the pound, according 
to the valuation of .their livings, &c. in the king’s books. Yer, 
after all thefe aids, and the fhip-money tax likewife, the king finding 
himfelf unable to maintain his army of 24,000 men, for three months 

only, for lefs than L200,000, he was neceffitated to conclude a tem- 
porary treaty with commiflioners from the Scottifh army, who had de- 
feated part of his troops, and taken pofleflion of Newcaftle upon Tine, 

by which the Scottifh army was to be allowed L850 a-day for their 
maintenance. For defraying fo great an expenfe, there was now no 
other effectual means but a parliament, which the king therefor was 
conftrained to call, and which met on the 3d of November in this year, 
in a very different humour from what he had hoped and expected, the 
debates and {peeches in the houfe of commons running extremely high 
in regard to the nation’s grievances, occafioned by the king’s arbitrary 
Proceedings both in ecclefiaftical and fecular matters. But as we have 
nothing to do with fuch points, any farther than they may relate to 
commercial matters, we fhall only here briefly note, that fo many 
Stievances, both public and private, were laid before the commons by 
Complaints and petitions, that above forty feveral committees were ap- 

Pointed by the houfe for examining them: and of thole grievances, that 

of monopolies gave fuch offence, that the houfe of commons expelled 

‘our of their owa Members who had been concerned in them: and 


W hitlock, in his Memoirs, alleges that many other members thereupon 
RNA 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


paunaa 


yp n. 
poe 


ro 
scsi 


412 A. D. 1640. 


withdrew them(felves from parliament, and others were elected i 
ftead. In confequence of all thofe ftrict inquiries, the following ads 
were pafled, which the king was obliged to confent to, viz. Iĝ, hai 
parliament fhould be held at leaft once in three years for the future 
even though the king fhould neglect to call it. This was entitled, An 
a& for preventing inconveniencies happening by the long intermiffion 
of parliaments ; which the kingdom had fo much {marted for in this 
reign: and it was the firft a& of this parliament, and pafled before the 
year 1640 expired, (16° Caroli) according to the then ftile; when the 


. 3 
parliament alfo [17 Car. J, cc. 2, 3] granted the king four entire fub- 


fidies for the relief of his majefty’s army, and the northern parts of the 
Kingdom. And im the fame feflion (but in the year 1641, which, for. 
connedtion’s fake, we briefly relate here, though we have not done with 
the year 1640) two more fubfidies were granted for the fame purpofe. 
adly, they pafled an ad, [c. 7] whereby this parliament fhould not be 
diffolved, prorogued, nor adjourned, but by an act of parliament! (Le. 
not without their own confent). By which a&, and the impeachment 
of the king’s two great and wicked favourites, Laud archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, and Wentworth earl of Strafford, of high treafon, (both already 
imprifoned in the tower, and afterward put to death) they brought that 
unhappy prince to be entirely in their power, while, at the fame time, 
they granted fufficient fupplies for the public occafions of the nation, 
by the feveral acts for tonnage and poundage, and other fums of money 
payable upon merchandize exported and imported: and-for a provifion 
of money for fpeedily difbanding the armies, and fettling the peace of 
the two kingdoms of England and Scotland, by charging feveral fums 
upon perfons according to their ranks, dignities, offices, callings, 
eftates, and qualities. By another aĝ, they abolifhed for ever the two 
wicked and oppreffive tribunals of the ftar-chamber and high-commil- 
fon-court, By another, the king’s raifing of fhip-money without the 
authority of parliament, was declared illegal, and never to be allowed 
in future. Another a& was for abolifhing oppreffions in the ftannary- 
Ae ; and another for afcertaining the boundaries of forefts. Another 
or confirming the treaty of pacification between England and Scotland. 
ee for limiting the powers of the king’s clerk of the market. 
ee A ae the king’s power to iffue Writs, upon DN ete 
BUSES ot to pa ; Hd aoe landed men to take the order of ne a 
men to a ae Sak ee OS pranto p UE) aking 
of gunpowder ia Engl e Ta TEU i eae fe eon 
NOE ae cae ee Circumftanced as he was, the king CO” T 
3 giving his confent to thefe reftri@ive laws, however mortHy 
ing they might be to dim. His former wicked Awilerwand judges were 
removed from him - and as the parli oan Sa F5 - J dered pet 
a there Was Mee Oe parliament was, in effettiiren T 
3, h o middle courfe for him to fteer z he muft eit 
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have direétly waged war with the parliament, or acquiefce in their mea- 
fares: but this ftate of things did not hold long. In the mean time, 
we muft fufpend this fubjeét, until we fhall have completed the other 
more immediate affairs of the year 1640. 
In the fame year, the Dutch from St. Euftatia fettled on Saba, one of 
the Caribbee iflands, thirteen miles north-weft from the former, being 
about four leagues in compafs. Itis but an inconfiderable place, hav- 
ing no harbour for fhipping, and'an extremely fhallow fhore. The Dutch 
here are faid to be but a few families, who, however, raife a {mall quan- 
tity of fugar, befide fome cotton and indigo. Some write that the 
Danes once difpoffefled them of it. Many of thofe {mall iflands among 
the Caribbees were very little regarded, until our ifland of Barbados 
became rich by the fugar trade, when the mother-countries of thofe, 
till then, infignificant iflands found it their intereft to lay public claim 
to them, to fortify them, and to appoint governors over them. se 
The haven and town of Malacca, poflefled by the Portuguefe, at the 
extremity of the famous peninfula of that name, in the farther Indies, 
was fo happily fituated for the conveniency of the Dutch Eaft-India 
company’s commerce, that it is no wonder they greedily caft their eyes 
on fo delicious a morfel fo early as in the year 1606, Portugal being 
then fubje@ to Spain, with whom the Dutch were then at war : yet they 
were at that time unable to reduce it, though they had actually defeat- 
ed and burnt a Portuguefe fleet there, wherein were 3000 men. But 
in this year the Dutch, -after a fix months fiege, became mafters of that 
very important place, which they have held to this day. They found 
‘upward of 20,000 inhabitants in the town and its territory, with many 
churches and convents, and a good booty. Since then, the Dutch have 
much improved its fortifications: and as all fhips trading from Siam, 
Cambodia, Tonquin, Cochin-China, China, Japan, and the Philippines,,. 
to Bengal, and the coaft of Coromandel, mutt pafs through the {traits 
} of Malacca, the Dutch are faid to have obliged all but Englith thips to 
pay an anchorage duty there. Hereby alfo they overawe the {maller 
princes in its neighbourhood, and gain great advantages in their com- 
merce, though not like what it formerly was before Batavia became the 
grand ftaple of all their Indian commerce.. Thus the Dutch company 
made a very rapid progrefs, while our Englifh Eaft-India company be- 
came extremely languid, partly by the encroachments of the Dutch 
company, and partly alfo from King Charles’s temporary grants to others,. 
to interfere with them in the Eaft-India trade: io far, as that fome of 
the writers on commerce at this time infinuate, that hitherto the com- 
pany had been lofers by this trade, which, however, we fcarcely think 
was the real fad. i A pe 
The French now began to plant at a place on the continent of South- 
America, called Surinam, in nine degrees of north latitude, fromthe . 
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mouth of the river Oroonoko, fouthward to the river Maroni 
that country being low, marfhy, and unhealthy, they foon after ab 2 
an.. 


«doned it. ; jek ahiz 
Notwithftanding the popular clamour at this time againft the ae 


trary proceedings of King Charles, and the frequent complaints of 


decay of commerce, yet it is very plain that our commerce K site 
ftantly increafing throughout all that time. Even about this very hs 
me 


we find the fuburbs of London expanding very much every way } 

new foundations, more efpecially weftward, fuch as Clare-market Dy y 
acre, Bedfordbury, and other parts of what was then in the parith ore 
Giles in the fields, The very names of the older ftreets about Covent. 
garden are taken from the royal family at this time, fuch as ae 
ftreet, King-ftreet, Charles-ftreet, Henrietta-fireet, &c. all laid out ibe 
the great architect Inigo Jones, as was alfo the fine piazza there. Hen 
2 the buildings in that part where the houfe and gardens of the duke of 
he Bedford ftood are of a much later date, viz. in the reigns of King Wil- 
liam and Queen Anne. Bloomfbury and the ftreets at the even dials 
were built up fomewhat later, as alfo Leicefter-fields, fince the reftora- 
tion of Charles Il; as were alfo almoft all St. James’s and St. Anne’s pa- 
rifhes, and a great part of St. Martin’s and St. Giles’s. I have met an 
feveral old perfons in my younger days who remembered that there was 
-but one fingle houfe (a cake-houfe) between the Meufe-gate at Charing- 
crofs and St. James’s palace-gate, where now ftand the ftately piles of St. 
James’s-fquare, Pall-mall, and other fine ftreets. They alfo remember- 
ed a quick-fet hedge on the weft fide of St ‘Martin’s sent Yet High 

Holborn and Drury-lane were filled with OEE d entlemens 
houfes almoft 150 years ago. Thofe fine ftreets on the for th Gde of the 
a e ndmoinigg down to the river Thames have all been S fince the 
A De x aes SERY, upon the fites of noblemens-houfes and 
} fome parts within che iS of pee era names. denotes P 
| € city of London remained unbuilt with 

{ in about 150 years paft, particularly all th lane 
and Fewters * (new F etter) lane hea 4 aan eine Bess aad 

5 1n King Charles I’s reign, 

» have been built up into ftreets, lanes, Bo 5e- 
it 1s well known, have been rendered more 
the nobility, &e. to Weftminfter liberties, 
{pacious houfes and gardens whole ftreets, 
added to the city fince the death of Queen 


lanes; and 
Nes) courts, have bec 
Elizabeth, á een 


* < So called of Few i 
l » ‘there, as ina way leading (or idle People) lying < yeeres on both fides builded through with many 
i Survey of London, p. 736, 2 ey, [Stow's « faire houfes.’ So Fewters (or Fetter) lane po 
H mediately adds, © but the Gee a ey rs greater antiquity than Mr. Anderfon, trofting +° 
ater Kiowel, affigns to it. M. 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


A. D. 1641. } 415 


` 1641.—It may not be improper to note, that the ingenious Dr. Hey- 
lin, who wrote the firft, or rather perhaps the fecond, edition of his Cof- 
mography, about the year 1641, remarks of the famous Hanfeatic city 
of Lubeck, ‘ that there were then ftill belonging to it, though declin- 
ed from its former grandeur, above 600 fhips of all forts, fome of which 
were of 1000 tons and upwards.’ And he adds (what could not then be 

faid of London itfelf), ‘ that to every private houfe a pipe of water was 

conveyed from the public conduit, and that from the pattern thereof 
the firft conduits were made in London, though very long before this 

century.’ 

We have a notable inftance of the induftry of the town of Manchef- 
ter in Lancafhire fo early as the year 1641, from an author of credit, 
“Mr. Lewis Roberts a merchant, author of the noted book intitled the 
Merchant’s map of commerce ; it is, in a {mall treatife, intitled the 
Treafure of traffic, publifhed in this year: ‘ the town of Manchefter 
“ (fays he) buys the linen-yarn of the Irifh in great quantity, and, weay- 

“ ing it, returns the fame again in linen into Ireland to fell, (which might 
poffibly and naturally give the firft hint towards the Irifh linen manu- 
fa&tures). ‘ Neither doth her induftry reft here, for they buy cotton- 
* wool in London, that comes firft from Cyprus and Smyrna *, and work 
the fame into fuftians, vermillions, dimities, &c. which they return: 
to London, where they are fold, and from thence, not feldom, are 
fent into fuch foreign parts where the firft materials may be more 
“ eafily had for that manufacture +,’ i 

So early as in this year we find,. (in a judicious pamphlet, intitled, 
England’s fafety in trade’s increafe, by Henry Robinfon) that the French 
had already begun to make ordinances and laws which proved prejudi- 
cial to the commerce of England ; and the author exprefles his fears left 
they fhould in time be able to beat us out of our trade, more efpecially, 
fays he, when Chriftendom fhall be at peace; whereby the trade of 
Spain will be free for other nations, which at prefent, as it were, we 
monopolize to ourfelves. (He has proved in too great a degree a true 
prophet.) 

Roberts, in his Treafure of traffic, fays, that the cuftoms of England 
are ef{timated at L500,000 yearly ; a vaft increafe fince the death of 
Queen Elizabeth ! 

The piratical ftate of Algiers feéms to have been now in its zenith of 
naval power. Morgan, in the fecond volume of the hiftory of that’ 
ftate, quoting D’Aranda, fays, ‘ that in the fummer of this year the 


é 
< 


K It may be inferred from this, that no confider- zons, long before the year 1600. [Camdeni Bri- 
able quantity of cotton was as yet imported from žannia, p. 673, ed. 1600.] The manufacture of 
our Weft-India iflands. 4. real cotton goods appears not to have been begun 


f t Manchefter was a populous town, and noted there in Camden’s time. 
°F its woollen manufaétures, called Manchefler cot- 
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had in their cruize no fewer than 65 fhips, befides fey, 


ee : < Algerines. eral 


€ yalli liots, all at one time.’ And although it be well % 
(GEES ON hee E ffened fince that tim a 
that their naval force 1s greatly le ened í : €, yet even in ans 
days they have enough remaining to give con iderable interruption to 
the naval commerce of fuch of the powers of Chriftendom as they pleafe 
to make war upon. i 
It would be almoft endlefs to recount all the difputes that have hap- 
pened at different times between Denmark iy other Nations, and more 
efpecially with the Hanfe towns, concerning the toll paid by thips i 
pafling the Sound. This year the cities of Hambur gh, Lubeck, an d 
$ Bremen, entered into ftriter engagements together, by reafon of Den- 
| mark’s too rigoroufly exacting that toll, for the fupport of their com- 
2 mercial interefts and thofe of fuch other Hanfe towns as thould join with 
| them, by arming both by fea and land, yet without mentioning this 
toll exprefsly in the treaty: and this, like former treaties, had good con- 
fequences attending it for fome time after. : 

After the Englifh had been in pofleffion of the ifle of Providence in 
America, and had partly planted it, ever fince the year 1629, they were 
now attacked by the Spaniards with a great force ; and although they 
made a ftout refiftance, they were obliged to furrender the ifland to 
them, with confiderable lofs to the planters. Yet the Spaniards did not 
after this fettle thereon at all, their fole aim in driving out our people 
being to keep up their idle and unreafonable pretenfions to the proper- 
ty of all the Bahama ifles : but England again took poffeffion of Provi- 
dence, and we now claim the fole property of all the Bahamas. 

The French having, for the reafons already afligned, abandoned the 
colony of Surinam, an Englith colony was fettled there in the fame year 
at the expenfe of Lord Willoughby, who is faid to have wafted his eftate 
in the undertaking. ; 

The want of due care and provident forefight in princes and ftates 
for cherifhing and improving the commerce of their dominions has of- f 
ten proved to their irretrievable detriment, by the lofs of their traffic, 
the beft fource of their wealth and power. Lewis Roberts, in his Trea- 
3 pes s traffic, (publifhed in 1641) gives us three pregnant inftances 
| pee men ee ye Pe af tae lor OF ee wey er 
* of the trade of eee i we ey z Boot ee can on. 
: N * the merchants hatl wid eee eo onolheany te 
; * lownefs wherein oF ‘ee it = o any YEATS brought har E G 
* fully by the fame Pina ie pera: Prance bath fafiered e 75 0 
ee ee and Marteilles, within oes 
© Turkey, Babis S s be pect ca bupttic sa tbh amany Fis em- 
stove din means. xc. and was able io fhew many : uj ity 
RE ize, about twenty-five years ago, carrying A 
Y pieces of ordnance ; and now the beft of their vellels, % 
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+ -thofe too but very few in number, have not above ten pieces of ord- 
‘£ mance.’ Mr. Roberts had been himfelf an eminent merchant ; and 
although the ruin of Antwerp is well known to have been principally 
owing to its bging facked by the Spanifh army and the fubfequent 
blocking up of the river Scheldt by the Dutch forts below that city, yet 
the caufe he here affigns might have confiderable influence before the 
fiege of it by the Spanifh army. Lyons and Marfeilles have fince his 
time profpered exceedingly under wifer management. All which fhews 
how delicate a matter commierce is, and how carefully and conftantly to 
be attended to by the rulers of ftates and kingdoms. 

Tt was in this fame year that the Dutch Eaft-India company found 
‘means to get the Portuguefe and other chriftians excluded from all trade 


to Japan ; but, whether it was done in fo deceitful and impious a way as 


their enemies gave out, we fhall not take upon us to determine. They 
enjoy a trade thither from Batavia and other parts of India to this day, 
though fubject to difficulties therein from the caprice of that very jea- 
lous nation. It was a cunning trick (fays Puffendorf in his Hiftory of 
Europe).in the Dutch at Japan to drive the Portuguefe out of that trade, 
by laying before the emperor an intercepted letter from the Portuguefe 
jefuits there to the pope, promifing his holinefs in a fhort time to re- 
duce all Japan to his obedience. But it produced terrible effeéts, not 
only to the jefuits, but to the poor Japanefe converts, who, to the num- 
ber of 400,000 and upwards, were all put to death, and the Portuguefe 
for ever {hut out from Japan on pain of death. Dr. Gemilli fays, that 
the Dutch factory at Nangafache enjoys not that liberty nor authority 
which they have in their trade to other parts; for as foon as the fhips 
‘come to an anchor, a mandarin comes on board to count the men, and 
to carry the fails and rudders on fhore. They have no communication 
with the city, but live in their factory, which is on a rock inclofed with 
a wall ; and no trade is allowed but once in a year. 

Hitherto, according to. Ligon’s Hiftory of Barbados, and other au- 
thors of the hiftory of the Caribbee iflands, very bad tobacco, together 
with fome ginger and cotton, were all the produce they had at Barba- 
dos till this year, when fome of the-moft induftrious planters procured 
fugar-canes from Fernambuc in Brafil; and thefe thriving very well, 
they planted more and more as they multiplied; and at length found 
it would anfwer well to fet up avery {mall ingenio or fugar-mill; yet 
the fecret of making fugar was not fo well underftood by the Barba- 
dians till two or three years after, when fome of their people made a 
voyage to Brafil, from whence they brought better inftructions and 
more fugar plants. Yet even at Mr. Ligon’s arrival at Barbados, which 
Was not till the year 1647, although there were then many fugar-works 
fet up, they were nevyerthelefs ignorant of the true manner of planting, 
and the time of cutting the canes, the proper manner of placing the 

Vou, II. 3 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


i ee, oe AR 


418 A. D. 1641. 


$ the true way of covering their rollers with cafes of į 
ore adhe aan ova in the goodnefs of the fugar and nae 
method of making it in the year 1659, when he fete, tliat ifland, Info. 
much that a plantation of Major Hilliard’s, of 500 acres, which, before 
they began to plant fugar, he knew could have been purchafeq or 
L4oo fterling, was, at his landing there in the year 1647, worth 
L14,000. Moreover, Colonel James Drax, whofe beginning on that 
ifland was founded on a ftock of L300 fterling, raifed his fortune to 
fuch a height, that our author has heard him fay, he would not return, 
to fettle in England for the remainder of his life till he thould be able 
to purchafe a land eftate of Lro,o00 a-year, which he hoped in a few 
years to accomplifh. And Colonel Thomas Modyford had often told 
him, that he had taken a refolution not to fet his face for England ine 
til he could make his voyage and employment there worth Lroo,000, 
fterling. Thefe inftances in fuch early times are fufficient clearly to 
fhew the vaft importance of our fugar plantations to the nation. The 
firft planters of fugar finding fuch immenfe profit, it encouraged man 
people to go thither from England, which alfo encouraged the merch- 
ants at home to fend more fhips with provifions, tools, clothing, and all 
other neceflaries, in exchange for the produce of that ifland. And 'this 
being the firft of our colonies which cultivated fugar plantations, it 
greatly haftened the improvement of our other iflands, which foon af 
ter followed itin planting fugar to very great advantage. And as it 
was impoflible to manage the planting “of that commodity by white 
people in fo-hot a climate, fo neither could fufficient numbers of fuch 
be had at any rate: neceflity, therefor, and the example of Portugal,. 


gave birth to the negro flave-trade from the coaft of Guinea ; and iè is 
almoft needlefs to add, 


increafe of our white p 
for all neceffaries fro 
to Madeira for wine 
draining their moth 
her with confiderab 


in Boece Fortuguefe fugars of Brafil were reduced from L8 to 


Barbados and the other Caribbee ; 2 : Jo- 
E 2] ce iflands continued proprietary CO 
a ee ee reftoration, when King Charles II purthated them, and 
made them regal governments. Moft of the rich {ugar planters always 
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have fixed at laft in England with their fortunes, and have thereby laid 
the foundation of many great families. And it is the peculiar honour 
of Barbados, that it is to this day the nobleft and beft cultivated {pot of 
ground in all America, and produces the fineft, and alfo the greateft 
quantity of fugar of any of our iflands, the large ifland of Jamaica only 
excepted. - 

On Saturday the 23d of O&ober (a day dedicated to St. Ignatius 
Loyola, the founder of the fociety of Jefus) broke out the dreadful re- 
bellion and general defection of the Irifh, and even of moft of the old 
Englifh papifts in Ireland, who by a general maflacre attempted to ex- 
tirpate the whole race of proteftants, and in the firft three months de- 
ftroyed 154,000 proteftants with great cruelty, the defign not being dif- 
covered till the night before. 

The Irifh papifts had lived quietly ever fince Tyrone’s rebellion was 
fupprefied, at the clofe of Queen Elizabeth’s reign ; but in the begin- 
ning of this year they had formed the execrable plot of cutting the 
throats of all the Englifh throughout Ireland, feizing on all fortified 
places, and abfolutely fhaking off the Englifh yoke. In all parts at any 
diftance from Dublin the plot was executed on the above day, but the 
project of feizing the caftle of Dublin on that day was difcovered the 
night before, otherwife their infernal fcheme would probably have been 
rendered effectual. We juft briefly mention this horrid maflacre, purely 
as it had a bad influence on commerce ; and we fhall only farther note, 
that it had alfo a great influence on the Englith parliament and people, 
to the detriment of King Charles and his popifh bigotted queen. The 
parliament fent fuccour and fupplies to Ireland in fuch flender quanti- 
ties, and with fuch deliberation, as teftified that they believed the king’s 
aim was to drain England of troops, and to engage the parliament in an 
Irifh war, to keep them from meddling with his prerogative, and lef- 
fening his power ; fo the breach between the king and his parliament 
became every day wider. For the effectual fuppreflion of this rebellion 
an act of parliament paffed in this year [¢. 33] for difpofing of two mil- 
lions and an half of acres of lands belonging to the rebels to well-affec- 
ed lenders of the following fums, viz. a thoufand acres of good land in 
the province of Ulfter for L200, the like quantity in Connaught for 
L300, in Munfter for i450, and in Leinfter for L600, all freehold; 
paying quit-rents in Ulfter of one penny per acre, in Connaught three 
halfpence, in Munfter twopence farthing, and in Leinfter threepence 
per acre. Thofe lands to be laid out to the fubfcribers by lot. And 
thus were a great number of well-affected proteftants fettled on the lands 
of lazy and bigotted papifts, very much to the improvement of that 
kingdom. j : — 

1642.—A treaty of peace and friend{hip was concluded at London 
on the 2ọth of fanuary (foreign ftile) berrcen Pa ‘Charles I and 

3G2 
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John IV king of Portugal, and ratified by King Charles at York 22g 
snes to commerce is in fubftance, viz. ae 
I) There {hall be a- free commerce between the fubjeds 
crowns in all countries, iflands, &c. where it was permitted in 
of the kings of Caftile, or fince.. es, 1 
IV) The Englifh fhall enjoy the fame privileges and im 
Portugal as the natives themfelves ; nor fhall they pay higher duties 
cuftoms, &c. than the natives ; and they fhall enjoy all the Privileges 
which the Englifh enjoyed in Portugal before it was united to Spain. 

V) The merchants of England, coming into the havens of Por- 
tugal, fhall not be obliged to take any other goods on board than what 
they fhall themfelves think fitting ; and the Portuguefe thal] have the 
like freedom in England. i : 

VIII) England fhall have confuls refiding in Portug 
the interefts and commerce-of their nation. 

IX) The effects of the Englith dying in Portugal fhall not be taken 
pofleffion of by the judges or other officers of Portugal, but thall be put 
into the hands of the defun@’s executors or truftees, if on the {pot, or, 
if abfent, into the hands of one or two Englifh merchants, not married; 
{worn to do juftice, in truft for thofe who fhall appear to have the right 
to the faid effeGs. 

X) Englith thips fhall not be {topped nor detained in Portugal with- 
out the king of Great Britain’s knowlege and confent, but fhall be free- 
ly permitted to depart at their pleafure. Neither fhall the goods and 
merchandize of the Englith be taken for the king of Portugal’s ufe, un- 


lefs for a juft and ufual price, which fhall be paid for in two months 
time, unlefs otherwife agreed for. 


XM) Things fhall remain in the Eaft 
commerce between both nations, for th 
{ettled by treaty in India in the year 16 
vernor, William Methwold, for the En 


governors ; after which a perpetual eace fhall enfue. 
XIII) The fubjects o a k E 


j f England fettled on the coaft of Africa under 
the Portuguefe, viz. at Guinea, Binny, &c. and in the ifle of St. Thome, 
and other ifles on that coaft, who had this privilege under the kings of 
Caftile, thall not be molefted therein. And the king of Portugal may 
freely hire the Englith fhips trading to thofe coafts, until otherwile fettled 
between both nations *. : 
_ XIV) The fubj 
liberty of importi 


of both 
the time 


al to take care of 


-Indies, in point of peace and 
ree years to come, as they were 
35 between the prefident or g0- 
glih there, and the Portuguefe 


ects of the king of Great Britain fhall have the m 
m6 into and exporting from Portugal all forts of goods 


* The Portugues me ue 
nes Brg a kaa long: been in the Practice of: hiring Englith fhips to carry their flaves from 
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and merchandize, as has been granted to the ftates of Holland, &c. by 
treaty in 1640. 


XV) The Englith fhall not be liable to imprifonment, nor to feizure 


of their perfons, goods, books of accounts, &c. in the fame manner as 
has been or fhall be granted to the fubjeéts of any other potentate. 

XVII) The Englifh in Portugal fhall not be difturbed on account of 
conf{cience or difference of religion, provided they -give no fcandal to- 
the natives, &c: [Fædera, V. xx, p. 523 *¥.] 

_ The great Cardinal Richlieu, who had brought the commerce, colo- 
nies, and manufadtures, of France to a confiderable height, and had laid 
a folid foundation for much greater improvements to: be made by his 
fucceflors, died this year He left France poffefled of roo warlike fhips 
and galleys, with fuitable naval ftores in the royal arfenals. He raifed 
the crown revenue to 70,000,000 of livres annually, whereas at his ac- 
ceffion to the miniftry it had been reckoned but at 35,000,000. And 
he alfo erected a company for the trade to the Weft-India ifles. 

The laft conftitutional act of parliament enacted by King Charles, to-- 
gether with the lords and commons, was ‘in this year [c. 37] which 
confirmed the grant of 21 millions of acres of lands-in Ireland forfeited 
by the rebels there, and granted by two former aéts [ec. 33 and 35] to- 
all perfons and corporations in England who fhould pay down certain 
fums ; and is now extended to all perfons, Englifh, Scottifh, Trifh, and 
Dutch, being proteftants. And fuch as fhould by this laft act fubferibe, . 
fhould have acres of a larger meafure than Englifh ftatute ones, viz. each 
to be 160 poles of 21 feet,. inftead of r6£ feet each. 

Towards the clofe of this year, 1642, the war between King Charies 
and his lords and commons commenced, to the no fmall interruption 
of commerce and manufactures; as may. eafily be imagined. 

The French author of the Hiftory of the Caribbee ifles (Paris, 1658) : 
fays, that about this year a company of traders of the province of Zea- 
land firft planted’on the ifle of Tobago in the Weft-Indies,. by fending 
200 men thither, and gave it the name of New Walcheren ; but it feems 
the natives murdered fome of the Dutch; and forced the reft to defert 
it. Yet in 1650 the Zealanders from.Flufhing replanted that ifle, which, . 
lying the moft foutherly of all the Caribbee ifles, and neareft to the 
continent, feemed very conveniently fituated for a contraband trade 
with. the Spanifh province of New Andalufia, and alfo for the growth 
of fugar-canes, cotton, and ginger. Yet the Dutch made nothing con- 
fiderable of that promifing {pot, although it has the conveniencies of. 


* We now take our leave of the Forpera An- follow the Federa, as authentic documents of our ` 
Slim, the nobleft collection of authentic records commercial hiftory in the fucceeding times; aud 
that any age or country, at leaft in Europe, can great affiftance is afforded by a vait variety ae 
boalt of. “Thurloe’s State papers (in feven volumes porary publications, profefledly upon commerci: 
folio) the Treaties of peace and commerce entered into fubjects. 4 
with foreign powers, and the das of parliamenty ` 
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water, foil, and climate ; and they have long fince abandoned it 
author takes no notice of the duke of Courland’s fettlement in To his 
Sir Jofieh Child (in his chapter on plantations, p. 196) en denen 380, 
account for the {mall fuccefs the Dutch have had compared with i to 
land in planting remote colonies: ‘ 1ft, they have not had thofe ca iS 
< for peopling colonies which England has had, viz. the perfecutign 
‘ the puritans in the reigns of King James and Charles I; 2dly Ki of 
< Charles’s party after the battle of Worcefter, and the Scots bein. r e 
t ed there, helped to plant Barbados and Virginia: 3dly, at the ad 
‘ tion the royalifts getting into all employments and offices, ance 
* army being difbanded, &c. many of the commonwealth party ae 
< drew to New England, &c.: 4thly, the lownefs of the intereq x 
‘ ney in Holland, as well as of the cuftoms en merchandize, togethe 
< with their toleration of all religions, and their other encouragement 
< given to trade, occafions employment for all their own people A 
‘ home, as alfo for multitudes of foreigners who come to fettle hee 2 
And indeed we may add, that, for the moft part, none that can live 
comfortably, and that have full employment at home, will care to go 
into either violently hot, or extremely cold, or unufual climates, to work 
at the painful employments of new plantations. Moreover, the Dutch 
have fearcely had one other great means which we had for the frt 
peopling of Virginia and Barbados, viz. picking up many loofe and va- 
grant people, chiefly in the ftreets of London and Weftminfter, and 
ue aa and sof perfons, who, by merchants and mafters of [hips 
vere for many years {piri j - 
fet ar dase raa. 
of colonies, it was either by war or for traffic, by ereéti p fir fi H 
on the fea-coafts, where, as at the Cape of Good Hoa nae fl 
of Ceylon, Java, &c. they have rote: Sate nfs eke ae ee oe tee 
tation and cultivation. And this has alfo b ] hese fe ji h the 
Spanith and Portuguefe greater colonies ‘i Ne e 
great degree in thofe of France. fi ies In America ; but not in any 
menfe numbers of peopl 5 ER which an Populousin gdo 
a Ep ave been fent to their colonies in America. 
A A 5 rom an account printed in 1642 of feveral na- 
charges and equipments of the 6 4 der of 
parliament, will in part fhow the i years 1040, 41, and 42, by es an 
ftrength and expenfe betw . TERN eT borhan a > 
veen our Englifh navy then and now, viz. 


I. Imprimis, th j EPER ` 
fhips employed on ee of 10 of the king’s fhips and 1o merchant 


of mo- 


narrow feas, anno 16 eral’ 2 
2 A » ANNO TOAT, LOD, te 
A — Ordinary of the navy for the year 1640, eee 8 8) 
pf o > the year 1641, 27,122 3 é 
A. eee tor the yearn 56 1 
Be Charge for the viGualler of the navy for ane ana ae 
nary expenfe of the year 1642,  - - 7,655 17 9 
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6. The emptions of the office of ordnance for the 
years 1641 and 1642 together, - - ° 5,443 12 o 
7~ Charge of fetting forth 15 of his majefty’s thips for 
the narrow feas, anno 1642, for eight months, 


to the treafurer of the navy, - - 48,368 10 © 
8. Ditto for 24. merchant fhips for the fame year and- 

time, - - - - $1,758 8 o 
9. For vidtualling the faid 15 king’s fhips for that 

time, - - es = - 27,359 16 6: 


The Dutch Weft-India company, obferving that the native Indians of 
Chili were inveterately incenfed againft their conquerors the Spaniards,. 
had flattered themfelves that they fhould be able to make an eafy con- 
queft of that fine country. For this end they fitted out a {quadron of. 
fhips, hoping thereby to poflefs themfelves of fome of their gold mines. 
At firft indeed they defeated a party of Spaniards in that country, and 
gained over fome of the chiefs of the native Indians to enter into an al- 
liance with them againft the Spaniards, which encouraged.the Dutch to 
erect a fort at Baldivia, and`to propofe a commercial correfpondence 
with the natives; yet the later, through fome mifchance or other, be- 
coming jealous of their proceedings, the Dutch were in the end obliged? 
to retire from Chili to that. part of Brafil which was at this time in their 
poffeffion.. 

A freth company of merchants of France had been eftablifhed by- 
Richlieu for the trade to the Eaft-Indies ; but though they. fent out a. 
thip every year for India, yet moft of their fhips were. either entirely” 
loft, or elfe loft moft of their failors by diftempers. And.though they 
made great attempts to fettle-a permanent colony at Madagafcar, yet it: 
did not fucceed, and fo this third company came to nothing.. Yet fome- 
private merchants from St. Maloes. fent {hips to India, which trade, it. 
was faid, turned out well for fome time, but was afterwards dropped. 

This year two Dutch-fhips failed from Batavia in the Eaft-Indies on- 
difcovery fouthward. They found a new paflage -by fea-to:the fouth of 
New Holland, Van Dieman’s land, &c. Coming to New Zealand, in 42: 
degrees 10 minutes fouth latitude, they there found.a.cruel barbarous. 
` People, who murdered four of their men. Thence they failed north- 
weft amongft many iflands, to fome of which they gave the-names of 
Amfterdam, Rotterdam, &c. Thence they: failed weft about to New. 
Guinea, and home to Batavia, after being. out about ten.months. [Har 
ris’s Colletion of voyages, $- 608.} ; : 

1643.—In March 1642-3 the Englifh lords and commons in -parlia-- 
Ment made an ordinance, without the king, for raifing L34,1r08: 10" 
Per week, which amounts to L1,773,649:16 per annum. [Ru/bworth’s. 


iforical collections, VV, p. 150.1. 
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By an ordinance of the lords and commons in parliament int 
1643, the fines for the freedom of the ee, ‘i the mercha 
turers of England were doubled, viz. Lroo for k ondoner, 
one in any of the outports; with power alfo for this fociety 
fuch as refufed to pay the faid fines. The words of the ordinance of the 
lords and commons (being one of ‘the firft acts or ordinances iffued b 
their authority without the royal affent) are as follow, viz, « that this 
‘ company having been found very ferviceable and profitable to this 
‘ ftate, and efpecially to the-antient and great trade of clothing , this 
‘ fellowfhip fhall therefor continue and be a corporation, with power 
‘ to levy monies on its members and their goods, for the neceflar 
‘ charge and maintenance of their government. And that no perfon 
¢ fhall trade within their limits but freemen of the corporation, upon 
‘ forfeiture of their goods; provided, that this company fhall not ex- 
‘ clude any perfon from his freedom therein who fhall defire it by wa 
‘ of redemption, if fuch perfon by their cuftom be capable thereof, 
‘ hath been a bred merchant, and fhall pay Lroo for the fame, ifa 
‘ freeman of London, and trading from that port ; or Lo if not free 
< of London, and not trading from that:port. They fhall have power 
‘ to imprifon members in matters of government, and to adminifter 
“ fuch oaths to them’as fhail be approved by parliament ; provided alfo, 
* that all rights confirmed by a& of parliament or antient charters fhall 
“ be hereby faved. And it was ordered, that a bill be prepared. for paft- 
‘ing an act in this prefent parliament for farther fettling and confirm- 

ing the privileges of this fellowfhip, and this ordinance in the mean 
time to remain in force.’ 


But this was in confideration of no lefs a: fum than L30,000 advanced 
to the parliament by the merchant-adventurers. 

In the fame year there came out a like ordinance of parliament in 
favour of the Levant (or Turkey) company, declaring, ‘ that, for the 
< encouragement of that fellowfhip, which, befide the building and 
maintaining of divers great fhips, and the venting of kerfies, fayes, 
perpetuanos, and feveral other commodities, hath been found very 
ferviceable to this ftate, by advancing navigation, and tranfporting 
into foreign parts, for fevera] years together, above 20,000 broa 
ee Jape befides other commodities, dyed and m a 
a thes: government and regula i T 

e€ to be a corporation, an 
choice and removal of all officers, &c. who are to pe 
me or abroad, whether ambafladors, 


: - And fhall have power to levy m°- 
mes on their members and on ftrangers upon all Fok fhipped 17 


4 i j z 
peel pollens or on ftrangers bottoms, going to, or coming ae 
e Levant, for the fupply of their own neceflary expenfe, as wel i 


he year 
At-advep_ 
and Lso for 


to imprifon 


é 


< 


á 


` 


h 


a 


a 


puties, confuls, &c 
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‘ for fuch fums of money as fhall be advanced for the ufe and benefit 
‘ of the ftate by the approbation of parliament *. And no perfon thall 
‘ bring from, or fend goods or fhips into, the limits of their charter but 
* fuch as are free brothers, or otherwife licenced by the corporation, on | 
‘pain of forfeiture of the whole, or other lefler penalty to be impofed A 
‘ by this corporation on their goods or fhips. None fhall be excluded 
‘ from the freedom of this corporation who {hall defire it by way of re- 
‘< demption, if fuch perfon be a mere merchant and otherwife capable 
‘ thereof, and fhall pay L5o for the fame, if above 27 years of age, 
‘ or L25 if under that age, or fo much lefS as their fellowfhip fhal] 
‘ think fitting. They may alfo impofe fines on perfons wittingly con- 
‘ temning or difobeying their orders, but not to exceed L2o for any 
‘ one offence : and, in default, to diftrain the goods of perfons fo fined; 
< and if no fufficient diftrefs can be found, to imprifon their perfons 
‘till they pay their fines, or otherwife give fatisfaction. They fhall have 
‘ power alfo to give fuch oaths as fhall be approved by parliament, pro- 
‘ vided that all rights or charters granted under the broad feal of Eng- 
‘ land or otherwife fhall be hereby faved. It is allo ordained, that with 
* all convenient expedition a bill fhall be prepared to pafs into an aé of 
‘ this prefent parliament, for the: farther fettling and full confirmation 
‘ of this fellowthip’s privileges, &c.; and this ordinance to remain in 
‘ full force till then.’ 

‘Brower (or Brewer), a Dutchman, failed into the great South fea 

through a paflage, fince called by his name, eaft of the ftrait of Le Maire 
(mentioned under the year 1616), and fo round by Cape Horne, as 
ufual. - 
In this fame year, the exclufive privileges of the Dutch Eaft-India 
company expiring, they were renewed for 27 years longer, in confidera- 
tion of 1,600,000 gilders paid to the public. It is needlefs here to add, 
that thofe privileges have fince been renewed from time to time to our 
days, and that on every fuch renewal that company advanced confider- 
able fums of money for the fame. 

The French now firft planted the Caribbee ifland of St. Bartholomew, 
in the latitude of 16 degrees, about five miles north of St. Chriftophers. 
Tt has but little ground fit for cultivation, yet it is faid to have plenty 
of lignum-vite and iron-wood. It is unfafe for fhipping, by reafon of 
the many rocks which furround it. It has been feveral times in French 
and Englifh hands by turns. 

By an ordinance of the lords and commons the duty on our planta- 
tion-tobacco was now made 4d per pound weight: yet in the following 
year, by another ordinance, they reduced it to 3d per pound, cuftom 


z It may be prefumed that they, as well äs the merchant-adventurers, paid for the renewal af- their 
Privileges, A, : 
Vor. II, 3H 
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and excife together ; ‘ they finding,’ as that ordinance exprefiés it, « 

` * the duty of 4d had fomewhat intermitted the trade in that com 
‘ ty;? which fhews that tobacco was by this time become a tra 
the attention of parliament. 

The parliament now laid a tax for the enfuing year on bee 
in all counties within the limits of their power, calling it 
word, excife. In which ordinance they alfo laid a duty of af 
on foreign tobacco, and 2/ on Englifh tobacco ; L6 on every ton of 
wine retailed, and L3 per ton for private confumption. A duty alfo 
on raifins, fugar, currants, cloth of gold and filver, tiffue, damafk tablet 
linen ; which fhews they were in great want of money. And the king’ 
parliament, then fitting at Oxford, impofed the like taxes on all within 
their power, and never met more at all. The city of London (accord: 
ing to Rufbworth, V. iii, p. 2) agreed to make a weekly Payment of 
Lro,000, exclufive of Weftminfter and the other fuburbs ; which fhews. 
the great wealth as well as zeal of the citizens, Yet it is {carcely to be: 
fuppofed, that the city could have conftantly paid fo. great an affeflment. 

At this time one Kephler a Dutchman brought into England the 
knowlege: of the fine fcarlet dye-called the Bow-dye, as being firft prac- 
tifed at the village of Bow near. London. 

1644.—According to Ware’s Gefa Hibernorum. Ẹ p: 181] on the 8th of 
Auguft 1644. the citizens of Dublin were numbered, and found to be of 


that. 
moqdi- 
de Worth 


rand ale 
by a new 
Per pound 


! 2565:men. : o2 men. 
roteftants 5°5 Papifts 41? 
2986 women. ‘1406 women.. 
S 5 


Total proteftants 5551: Total papifts 2608 
Total papifts 2608" 


Total of both: 8159 - 


As the city of Dublin is the ¢ 


_As the apital of Ireland; the refidence of the 
king’s lieutenant and of-all the c 


: ourts of law, as well’as: the ufual place ` 
for holding the parliament, &c. Lthink. it impoffible that this cenfus 
can be of any other than adult perfons alone, to approach near.to any 
probability of truth. If therefor there. be, as: ufually computed, -a 
leaft two children to each adult perfon, then. - 8159 

Multiplied by 2, gives -~ = 16,318: 


Total men, women, and children,. 24,477 
SOU a {mall number compared to the-number in that cty ` 
at ; 


} f 4, 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


A. D. 1644: 424 


The toll exacted by the crown of Denmark from all foreign thips, 
pafling to and from the Baltic fea through the Sound of Elfinore, was 
in confideration of the protection thofe {hips received from the caftle 
of Kronenburg, for a fafeguard from pirates, who were numerous in 
that fea in the 13th and rath centuries, and alfo for light-houfes eredt- 
ed by Denmark for the direétion of fhipping in dark nights. About 
the time the Dutch fhook off the yoke of Spain, Denmark made un- 
reafonable demands on them. But this year the Dutch affifted the 
Swedes in an invafion of Denmark, whereby the later loft part of their 
dominions to Sweden. This brought on a treaty in the following year 
1645, whereby, after numberlefs difputes between Denmark and Sweden, 
Denmark was obliged to give up all right to demand any toll whatever 
on Swedifh fhips, having only their own merchandize pafling the Sound, 
yet they were ftill bound to pay toll for the merchandize of other na- 
tions in their bottoms. 

Moreover, the ftates-general of the United provinces at the fame time 
renewed former treaties with Denmark, and fettled the moderate toll they 
were thenceforward to pay at pafling the Sound, being about L25 fter- 
ling for a fhip of 200 tons; to which England and France alfo agreed. 
By the third article of this treaty, it is exprefsly ftipulated, that Dutch 
fhips and goods paffing the Sound fhall not be fearched ; but entire cre- 
dit fhall be given to the mariners producing their cockets. And the 
tolls now agreed on fhall continue the fame for forty years to come. 

1645.—We have feen (under the year 1640) that the royal mint in 
the tower of London had for fome years before that period been made 
ufe of as a bank or depofit for merchants to lodge their cath in. But 
King Charles having, in that year, made free with their money. therein, 
the mint loft its credit in that refpe&. After which, the merchants and 
traders of London generally trufted their cath with their fervants till 
the breaking out of the civil war, when their apprentices and clerks 
frequently left their mafters to go into the army. Thereupon, in fuch 
unfettled times, merchants not daring to confide in their apprentices, 
began firft, about this year, 1645, to lodge their cath in goldfmiths 
hands, both to receive and pay for them. Until which time, the whole 
and proper bufinefs of London gold{miths was to buy and fell plate, and 
foreign coins of gold and filver, to melt and cull them, to coin fome at 
the mint, and with the reft to fupply the refiners, plate-makers, and 
merchants, as they found the price to vary. This account of the mat- 
ter we have from a fcarce and moft curious {mall pamphlet publifhed in 
1676, entitled, the Myftery of the new-fathioned goldimiths or bankers 
difcovered, in only eight 4to pages *. The author obferves, that this 
aew banking bufinefs foon grew very confiderable. It happened, fays 


* No bookfelle:’s or printer’s names are affixed to the title page. <4. 
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he, in thofe times of civil commotion, that the parliament, Out of t 

Jate and old coin brought into the mint, coined feven millions į 
half-crowns ; and there being no mills then in ufe at the mint, this ae 
money was of a very unequal weight, fometimes 2d and 3d differenn. 
in an ounce, and moft of it was, 1t feems, heavier than it ought a 
have been, in proportion to the value in foreign parts. Of this a 
goldfmiths made naturally the advantages ufual in fuch cafes, by pick- 
ing out the heavieft and melting them down or exporting them, Tt 
happened alfo that our old gold coms were too weighty, and of thefe 
alfo they took the like advantage. 

Moreover, fuch merchants’ fervants as ftill kept their mafterg runninge- 
cafh, had fallen into a way of clandeftinely lending the fame to ate 
goldfmiths, at 4d per cent per diem, who, by thefe and fuch-like means 
were enabled to lend out great quantities of cath to neceffitous mer. 
chants and others, weekly or monthly, at high intereft ; and alfo be. 
gan to difcount the merchants’ bills, at the like or an higher rate of in- 
teret. Much about the fame time, they (the gold{miths or bank. 
ers) began to receive the rents of gentlemens eftates, remitted to town, 
and to allow them, and others who put cafh into their hands, fome in- 
tereft for it, if it remained but for a fingle month. in their hands, or 
even a lefler time. This was a great allurement for people to put their 
money in their hands; which would bear intereft till the day they wanted 
it, (fomewhat like our modern Eaft-India company’s bonds.) And they 
could alfo draw it out by Lroo or L5o, &c. at a time, as they wanted it, 
with infinitely lefs trouble than if they had lent it out on either real or 
perfonal fecurity. The confequence was, that it quickly brought a great 
cafh into their hands; fo that the chief or greateft of them were now 
enabled to fupply Cromwell with money in advance on the revenues, as 
his occafions required, upon great advantages to themfelves. 

After the reftoration, King Charles being in want of money, the 
bankers took 10 per cent of him, barefacedly ; and, by private con- 
tracts on many bills, orders, talliés, and debts, of that king’s, they got 
ay Pmi 39, per cent, to the great difhonour of the government. 

1s great gain induced the goldfmiths more and more to become lend 
ers to the king ; to anticipate all the revenue ; to take every grant 0 
Parliament into pawn as foon as it was given; alfo to outvie each other 
Pe ee see 
WHO en p edt roug a: their hands. And fo they we! a 
: atal ihutting of the exchequer in the year 1672; of which 1 
its place. Since the happy revolution in 1688, our legiflators have put 
it out of the power of the crown alone t k ‘icipati ns on par 
hamentary grants, which can onl Se BM a laufes 12 
fuch refpective TS T ee eo 


By a tr à : 
y a treaty of commerce now concluded between the queen regent 
z 3 
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- of France, in the minority of Louis XIV, and the king and kingdom 


of Denmark, it was ftipulated, ‘ that French fhips, or fhips hired or 
‘ laden by Frenchmen *, paffing the famous Sound of Denmark, whither- 
‘ foever they may be bound or may come from, or what goods foever 
‘ they may have on board, fhall not be obliged to pay any more toll 
t than that agreed this fame year in a table of this toll with the Dutch.’ : 
And the French fhall pay the fame for fea-beacons and fires as the Dutch 
pay. And that both kingdoms fhall in general enjoy freedom of com- 
merce in, each other’s refpective kingdom. 

In the Collection of orders, ordinances, and declarations of parlia- 
ment, (printed for E. Hufband, printer to the houfe of commons, in 
folio, 1646) we have a lift [p. 665] of the public navy, and alfo of the 


merchant fhips, fet forth in the fummer 1645, by order of parliament, 


viz. 
Tons. - Men. Guns- 

One fhip (Vice-admiral Blyth) of - 875 280 50 
One of - - - - 600 170 40 
One (Rear-admiral Owen) of  - - 575 170 40 
One of - - - - - 557 170 38 
One of - - - = 520 JO 38 
One of - - - - 559 160 38 
One (under Vice-admiral Batten) of - 650 260 36 
One of - - - - 512 160 36 
One of - - - 500 150 3 


< The reft confifted of 17 fmaller fhips, from 400 tons, 110 men, and 
28 guns, down to 80%tons, 45 men, and 8 guns; fo that here is only 
one fhip which could at all be admitted, in our days, into a line of 
battle. 

The Royal fovereign, built ten years before, and perhaps feveral other 
large fhips of war were either ftill under the king’s command, or elfe 
were not as yet judged neceflary. There were alfo fix pinks and frigates, . 
of each 50 tons burden; and eighteen merchant fhips, from 405 tons, 


“121 men, and 29 guns, down to 106 tons, men, and 12 guns. Pro- 
? ? to) 


bably this was the greateft part of the parliament’s naval force. Yet, at 
this time, there arofe a great coolnefs and jealouly between this parlia-- 
ment and the Dutch republic; the Dutch, through the prince of Orange’s 
influence, having fhewn a manifeft partiality to the king’s fide, which 
the parliament at this time clofely argued with the ftates-general, in a. 
long and fharp declaration or remonftrance, printed in the book of or- 
dinances. The parliament therefor foon found it needful to inereale 
their marine, as forefeeing a ftorm from that quarter. : 
1646.—By an ordinance of the lords aud commons in parliament, 1n- 


*. The French had at this time fo few fhips of their own that. this diftin@ion was very neceflary. 4 


= 
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the year 1646, it was enacted, that fron abe zat Repay teiz 
ftile, the court of wards and liveries, and a yar “ps, ivenies, Premier. 
feifins, and ouftre-les-mains, be taken away ; and that all tenures p, 
homage, and all fines, licences, feizures, and pardons for alienation, b 
likewife taken away: as alfo, that all tenures by knights-fervice either 
of his majefty or of others, or by knights-fervice or foccage in capité 
of his majefty, be turned into free and common foccage. Which ordi- 
nance was amply confirmed by an act of the protector and hig Parlia. 
ment in the year 1656. r 

The removal of thefe artient Norman badges of fervitude, or fome- 
thing too near akin to flavery, was thought fo reafonable, though now 
enacted by the lords and commons without the king, with whom the 
were at war, that, upon the reftoration of Charles II, it was cop. 
firmed by an act of the legiflature, as will be feen in its place. Ser- 
vitude or vaflalage is in its confequences ever obftructive of commerce 
and induftry, and therefor ought to be abolifhed in all free and wife 
governments. In a fawning letter from Sir Robert Cecil, Queen Eliza- 
beth’s fecretary, to King James of Scotland in the year 1601, amongft 
other points he exhorts him in the words following, ‘ to diflolve the 
‘ court of wards,’ (in England) on the fuppofition of his undoubtedly 
fueceeding the queen, ‘ being the ruin of all the noble and antient 
‘ families of this realm, by bafe matches and evil education of child- 
‘ ren, by which no revenue of the crown will be defrayed.’ [dppen- 
dix to.Dr. Robertfon’s Hiftory of Scotland, V. ii, p. 117, ed. 1750.) 

By another printed ordinance of the lords and commons, we fee 
fomewhat of the ftate of the commerce of the Enfglifh American plan- 
tations, reciting, ‘ that whereas the feveral plantations of Virginia, Ber- 
` mudas, Barbados, and other places of America, have been much be- 
; neficial to this kingdom, by .the increafe of navigation, and of the 
cuftoms arifing from the commodities of the growth of thofe planta- 
: tions imported into this kingdom ; and as goods and neceffaries car- 
: ried thither from hence have not hitherto paid any cuftom, for the 
: ees ee on of the faid plantations, it is now ordained by De 
3 T n Pons in parliament, that all merchandize, goods, an 
% nece a or the fupportation, ufe, and expenfe of the faid planta- 
; are all pay no cuftom nor duty for the fame, the duty of excile 
“that the faid eee peng given here, and certificates from ma i 
the e ees y exported thither, and for the only ie 

ns: provided always, that none in any of the port 


i os the faid plantations do fuffer any fhip or veffél to lade any goods j 
The growth of the plantations, and carry them to foreign parts, X- 
cept in Englith botto 


: ms, under forfeiture of re-named exemp- 
‘tion from cuftoms, H of the befo 


, old 


ereby the foundation was laid for the navig* 
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tion acts afterwards, which may be juftly termed the commercial palla- 
dium of Britain. We fhall alfo fee this wife provifo farther legally en- 
acted after the’ reftoration of King Charles IJ, by the famous aéts of 
navigation. 

It is but too true, that both the Englifh and Dutch continued too Jong 
to'deprefs Spain, and too long to encourage the preponderation of the 
power and ftrength of France, whereby, even fo early as this time, the 
balance of power, with refpeét to thofe two nations, was much endan-- 
gered. Thus the Orange party in Holland, jealous: of the oppofite de- 
mocratical party, made Admiral Van Trump, in the-years 1644, 45; ž 
and 46, block up the ports of Graveling, Mardyk, and Dunkirk, until 
they at length fell finally into the hands of France : and, in recompenfe, i 
France made many feizures of Dutch fhips in the Mediterranean, &c. 
whereby, it is faid, the democratical merchants of Amfterdam alone 
loft ten millions of gilders.. 

According to Savary’s DiCtionaire univerfelle du commerce, the manufac- 
ture of fine woollen cloth was now firft fet on foot at Sedan by three 
Frenchmen, who had a patent for twenty years, to be the fole direétors 
of the manufacture of black as well as coloured cloths: and for their : 
encouragement; they had-each a penfion of 500 livres for life, and their 
children were: thereby nobilitated in France, and their foreign work- 
men declared to be denizens of France, free from being quartered on 
by foldiers, and from all taxes and excifes. The directors were alfo al- 
lowed 8000 livres yearly for carrying on: that manufa@ure during the 
faid term: And the fuccefs has” even exceeded expeétation, the Sedan 
cloths having been brought’to great perfection. i 

Thus we fee, that Cardinal Mazarine trode in the fteps of his prede- 
ceflor Richlieu, and'we cannot wonder at the improvements made by 
France in almoft every fpecies of manufacture, when we fee fuch great 
and early encouragements given to the promoters of them. 

1647.—At this time the feeblenefs and decline of Spain were very 
apparent. Her want of manufactures, produét,.and other-neceflaries, . 
within herfelf, for fupplying her vaft American colonies, occafioning 
all the gold and filver brought thence to'be paid away as faft as they 
received it, to the Englifh, Dutch, French,.Germans, and Italians, for 
all kinds of neceflaries for the colonies.’ Moreover; the {carcity of people 
in Spain, : compared to the great extent of that country, was now fadly 
felt, partly occafioned: by the expulfion of fo vaft a number of Moors 
and Jews, and partly by permitting fuch numbers of people to go over i 

Tom time to time entirely to ‘fettle in America’; fo that Spain was be- 
Come more than half defolate, and even thofe. ftill remaining in it were 
become the moft idle, lazy, and ‘indolent; people of any civilized na- 
tion. It was certain, they could not find people enough of their own for { 
cultivating their lands, and were obliged to employ poor Teepee people, - + 


j 
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as indeed they have to this time done, to come every year over the i 

ins into Spain, for getting in their harvefts. The J 
renean mountains | } ad A ee 1 ts me. 
lancholy fituation 1s by fome authors aid to he put the Spanifh court 
upon confultation, about the middle of this century, whether it might 
not be advifeable for the king and his court, &e. to remove to and fet! 
entirely in America, in confideration pf, hel apr, PATE a fufficieng 
of people for the joint prefervation of the pant eee: ons both in 
Europe and America. In the next fucceeding y of King Charles IL 
Spain grew ftill more feeble: yet, after all, fhe has fince, through Wifer 
counfels, been able to weather moft of her misfortunes, and is); ine ge 
days, in a more profperous condition than fhe had been for above y 30 
years backward. roe ee 

The lords and commons of the Englifh parliament now wifely and 
abfolutely prohibited the exportation of Englifh wool. They alfo iffued 
a proclamation for fupporting the privileges and charters of the fociet 
of the merchant-adventurers of England, who, in this year, had re- 
moved their foreign refidence or comptoir from Delft to Dort. And our 
woollen trade at this time was in a very profperous condition. 

Yet, through many various misfortunes, and efpecially the many en- 
croachments and cruelties of the Dutch company, the Englifh Faft- 
India company’s trade feems to have been at this time almoft quite 
funk, or at leaft much decayed. 

It was about this year that the Caribbee ifland of Marygalante was 
begun to be planted by the French. Such parts of it as are plain and 
not quite barren they cultivated very well, chiefly for the growth of to- 
bacco : but it is faid to be in general very mountainous. Columbus, in 
the year 1493, named it after his own fhip. 

England’s wealth and commerce at this time muft have been very 
confiderable, fince, notwithftanding the interruptions which a fix years 
civil war muft have occafioned, the lords and commons had raifed up- 
wards of forty millions fterling for the war againft the king, between 
the years 1641 and 1647, or about, L6,666,666: 13:4 per annum, 
[Royal treafury of England, p. 297, 8vo, 1725] befide what the king 
had raifed in the counties where his intereft was predominant. 

1648.—The pitch and tar manutacture of Sweden was in early times 
a very confiderable part of their commerce, The principal ports from 
whence thofe articles were of old exported to the reft of Europe, wer 
“pike need ETE: But Queen Chriftiana having, int eee 

: She, os ge tose tar company, exclufive of all others, y i ; 
monopolifts laid fu am ae doubled their capital every thre year: liging 

é ch exorbitant prices on pitch and tar, they obligi0s 

oe by that charter to take off all that was made in the ns 

obliged z Ate of Sweden as before made no tar Wer r 
BDUL é € making of it, whereby the quantity was 87° 


c 
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jncreafed in fuch parts of Sweden as were not within the limits of that 

company’s patent, which almoft ruined them. However, by frefh aids 

they recovered again, and fo lately as the beginning of the eighteenth 

century, their monopoly brought fome diftréfs upon this kingdom, 

which in the end was productive of much good, as will appear under $ 
the year 1703. 

. The long and bloody wars between the houfe of Auftria on one fide, 
and France and Sweden on the other fide, at length brought on the 
famous treaty of Weftphalia. England had indeed no concern therein, 
being too deeply engaged at home; yet as this memorable pacification 
confiderably affe&ted all the other great’ potentates of Chriftendom, it 
well deferves a due animadverfion in this work, as far as more imme- 
diately relates to our fubjed. 

I) In the German empire France obtained a confiderable acceflion 
of dominion. Sweden got a great part of Pomerania, with the arch- 
bifhopric of Bremen, now fecularized and converted into a dukedom, 
and alfo the bifhopric fince called the principality of Verden: the 
duke of Bavaria gained all the upper palatinate, and was made an elec- 
tor of the empire. 5; 

II) Spain, growing continually more feeble, by this treaty found her- 
felf obliged to conclude a folid and perpetual peace with the ftates-general 
of the feven United provinces of the Netherlands, by renouncing all for- 
mer claims and pretenfions, and acknowleging them to be free and inde- 
pendent fovereigns. And indeed if the Spaniards had good reafons for 
agreeing to this peace with the Dutch, as it was commonly believed 
that their war with them had coft no lefs than 1,500,000,000 of 
ducats, the Dutch on the other hand had ground to be equally pleafed 
therewith, not only for the immediate advantage and honour thereby 
redounding to them, but likewife becaufe they now began too plainly 
to perceive the fcale of France to preponderate ; and that, if Spain fhould 
l be reduced too low, France might become (as has fince been often ex- 
perienced) a very dangerous neighbour to them, by robbing Spain of 
many of the nobleft and ftrongeft towns of her Netherlands. 

HI) This treaty adjufted the fecurity of the trade and navigation to 
both the Eaft and Weft Indies. The rule of uti pofidetis being now to 
take place between Spain and Holland, not only in both the Indies, but 
alfo (with refpect to Holland and Portugal) in Brafil, and on thé weft 
coaft of Africa, as far as Spain had any claims. Spain was moreover 
hereby to keep her navigation to the Eaft-Indies in the fame manner 
they then held it, without being at liberty to extend it farther *, Nei- 


* Spain’s only communication with the Eaft- This condition was therefor prud:ntly fipulated 
ladies, then and ever fince, was from New Spain. by the Dutch. 4. ; 


Vou. I 31I 
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ther were the inhabitants of the Spnale Low countries to frequent i 
Spanifh fettlements in the Eaft-Indies *. ` the 
IV) With regard to the Weft-Indies or America, the fubjeas one 
and Holland were mutually to abftain from failing to, or tra dine 
any of the harbours, places, &c. poffefled by the one or the other Paty 
there. 
V)-The river Scheldt, as alfo the canals of Sas and Swyn, and oe 
ated to be 

kept fhut on the fide of the lords the ftates-general +. 
V1) It was ftipulated that the Hanfe towns fhould enjoy all the fame 
rights, privileges, &c. in the dominions of Spain, which by this tne 
were, or fhould in future be, granted to the fubjedts of th e a 
general; and reciprocally, the fubjects of the ftates-general were to an 


joy the fame privileges, &c. in Spain as the Flanfeatics; whether for 


eftablifhing confuls in the capital ports of Spain, or elfewhere, as fhould’ 
be needful, or for the freedom. of their merchants, factors, &c. and in 
like fort as the Hanfe towns have formerly enjoyed, or fhall hereafter 
obtain, for the fecurity of their navigation and commerce. The Dutch 
were alfo to enjoy the fame privileges, &c. in Spain as the king of Great 
Britain’s fubjects did; and honourable places were to. be appointed for 
the interment of fuch of the fubjects of the ftates-general as fhould hap- 
pen to die in the Spanifh dominions. The king of Spain, moreover, 
obliged himfelf effectually to procure the continuation and obfervation 
of the neutrality and amity of the emperor and empire with the ftates- 
general of the United Netherlands. [General Collection of treaties, V. it, 
P- 335, ed. 1732. ] ui 
There was alfo a feparate article relating to the freedom of commerce 
on hoth fides; againft the carrying of contraband goods to the enemy’s 
countries; and refpecting the fearching of fhips, paffports, &c. needlefs 
here to be particularized. Tt is fufficient upon the whole to. obferve, 
that the ftates-general of the United Netherlands by this honourable 
treaty gained the folid and lafting means of greatly enriching their peo- 
ple, by improving and extending their commerce, already grown to an 
amazing height in Eaft-India, as well as in Africa and Europe. And 
here we cannot omit a cireumftance which, though in itfelf it may aP- 
pear inconfiderable, demonftrates the {uperiority of the Dutch in this 
treaty. The count of Oldenburg earneftly requefted the ftates-gene! 
to be included in the treaty: but by decrees of the 23d of May and thé 
6th of Auguft it was denied him; ‘ becaufe he had for many years Cê- 
an nares to good purpofe by Great Bri- - + This was for preventing the revival of the trade 


e- 
when he fet up Awe the emperor Charles VI, of Antwerp, which fill Ianguifhes under the 


ftend com 5 EE s ion 2 
Flanders to the Eaft-Indies, pany to trade from privation of its maritime commerce. 


1 
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« manded toll on the Wefer, in order to difcourage and obftrué com- 
< merce, efpecially that of this ftate.’ $ 

Spain at this time was become fo feeble in point of naval affairs as to 
be obliged to hire Dutch veffels for carrying on her American commerce. 


On the other hand (as fortune is feldom favourable every where) the . 


Dutch Weft-India company was this year driven out of Angola in Africa 
by the Portuguefe. 

1649.—It is faid that the Englifh Ruffia company remained fole 
mafters of the commerce to Archangel till the death of King Charles I, 
when it feems the Dutch, having by that time gained a powerful influ- 
ence at the Ruffian court, the minifters thereof laid hold of that oppor- 
tunity, on pretence of revenge againft a nation who had murdered their 
king, to introduce the Dutch into the Archangel trade, upon condition 
of paying 15 per cent on all imports and exports. Whereby they 
reaped fuch advantage that the Polith envoy, in 1689, affirmed they 
had in that year 200 factors at Archangel. [Harris's Coll. of voyages, V. 
ii, p. 223.] This feems to be a more probable ftate of the Ruffian trade 
than that of the author of the Relation of the earl of Carlifle’s embaffly 
to Ruffia in-the year 1663, who, in his introduction, infinuates that the 
czar Alexis Michaelowitz had abolifhed the company’s privileges purely 
out of refentment of the difloyalty of fome of the members of our com- 
pany to their late fovereign: for in faé& their privileges were abolifhed 
the year preceding ‘King Charles’s death. It is true indeed that this 
czar had exprefled great indignation againft thofe concerned in King 
Charles’s death, and that he had lent his fon King Charles I, while in 


exile, 40,000 crowns, (King Charles I having lent this czars father © 


40,000 dollars, befide forces) which was punctually repaid. But this re- 
fentment of the czar was no other than a political pretext, as appears by 
the earl of Carlifle’s embafly: for although his lordfhip remonftrated, 
that, as the foundation of the good ‘correfpondence between -the two 
nations was laid in the exclufive privileges granted to the Englifh com- 
pany, who firft eftablifhed the. traffic to Archangel, fo the king his 
mafler earneftly defired their re-eftablifhment: yet the czar perfifted. in 
his refuful, even alleging that one Luke Nightingale had been fecretly 
fent to him by King Charles I, to defire the abolition of thofe privi- 
leges; (a moft improbable thing) to which other frivolous reafons were 


fuperadded: But it feems the true reafon was the Dutch contra@, as - 


above: although it was alleged that the company had carried foreign 
merchandize through Ruffia without paying any cuftom, which had oc- 
cafioned a general complaint of the Ruffia merchants, factors, and tradef- 
men, that the Englifh éngroffed all their trade,*and grew vaftly rich, 
Whilft the ezar’s own fubjects were thereby impoverifhed. It was far- 
ther fhamefully alleged, that all the Englith merchants, to whom the 
Privileges were firft granted, were dead, and that thelr PaA ganenn 

: ake 
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I . To all which the earl of Carlifle replied, that it ne 
ee many of the Englifh in Ruffia were loyal, and te Rife Well 


Ra ens he da 
abhorrence of their king’s murder; that Nightingale was an impot. 
tor, and was never employed by the king; and that our company haj 


Fever neglected to farnith the czar’s treafury with cloth, tin, lead, pew. 
ter, and all other Englifh commodities, at a cheaper rate than either the 
Dutch or the Hamburghers could do, although they hardly could ever 
be paid without bribing the czar’s officers. He alfo utterly denied the 
company’s being guilty of importing tobacco, of trading in prohibiteq 
goods, of carrying foreign goods through the country cuftom-free, And 
with refpect to the allegation, that as the firft merchants were dead, their 
privileges died with them, thofe privileges were ever underftood w 
have been granted to the Englifh nation, and not to any particular per- 
fons, and were therefor perpetual. The czar’s commulfioners trifled 
moft egregioufly in their conferences with Lord Carlifle: fo that bein 
tired with delays, he got a private audience with the czar, in which he 
reprefented in the ftrongeft terms the reafonable grounds of King 
Charles’s defiring the reftoration of the company’s privileges, confirmed 
by this very czar at his acceffion in the year 1645; that the Englith 
firft opened a profitable trade for Ruflia as well as for England, at the 
expenfe of many lives, and the lofs of {hips and money ; that the Eng- 
lifh had fought the enemies of Ruffia in the Eaft (or Baltic) fea, when 
the neighbouring princes had leagued together to fhut up Narva; that 
they had lent fums of money for the wars, furnifhed foldiers and com- 
manders to fight the enemies of Ruffia, and had made peace for them 
with the neighbouring princes. Yet after a great deal of pains taken 
by that lord, the czar and his minifters-perfifted in their refufal of re- 
ftoring our company’s exclufive privileges. So he returned unfuccefs- 
fully home in 1669: and all that could be obtained was only, that the 
company might trade to Ruffia on the fame footing as the Dutch. And 
thus from thenceforth they have remained a regulated company, much 
refembling the other regulated ones of the Hamburgh and Turkey com- 
panies ; each member trading on his own private bottom, paying 2 {mall 
fum on admiffion, and certain annual dues, for defraying the. general 
expenfe of the company. 3 : 
$ The Caribbee ifland of St. Croix had, it feems, in early times been fub- 


ject to many mafters in a fhort {pace. Th torian of the 
Caribbees obferves that the Englih and Cag ee 


the property of it; and that at length the 


yet in the year 1649 the Englith obli : -cants to quit 
the ifland. Soon Me Siih obliged the Dutch inhabitants at 


j 


, 
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in 1650 and overpowered the Spaniards, obliging them to return forth- 
with to Porto Rico. Here the French fettled themfelves, and have held | 
it ever fince. ; 

The Danes have held the Caribbee ifland of St. Thomas for many years 
` paft, (though the exaét year of its firft fettlement be uncertain.) It is 
one of the clufter of numerous fmall iflands fituated to the eaft of Porto 
Rico, called the Virgin iflands, moft of which are uninhabited and bar- 
ren: is about feven leagues in compafs ; a free port ; and by its fituation 
very capable of commerce, efpecially of a contraband fort, with the 
neighbouring iflands and territories of other European nations, in which 
it has often been very fuccefsful. 

We have before related, that in the year 1636 King Charles granted 
a monopoly patent for the fole coining of copper or brafs farthings, 
though they were not then to be forced upon poor people. Yet it ap- 
pears from Mr. Drake’s Hiftory and antiquities of York that in this 
year, 1649, there ftill were private trade{men’s copper halfpence in that 
city, of many of which (and particularly one of this year from the col- 
leGtion of James Weft, Efq.) he has exhibited the prints. He al- 
leges, that thefe began firft to be in ufe in the time of the ufurpation : 
and indeed the practice of {uch private copper coins was not effectually 
reftrained until the 24th year of King Charles II, (1672) when the 
king’s public ones took place in their ftead by his proclamation: where- . 
by farthings and halfpence, made and ufed till then by private perfons 
in trade and commerce, were exprefsly prohibited to be either paid or 
received in trade any more. This was a very needful and much-wanted 
regulation, more.efpecially in retail trades. g 

‘An ordinance of the Englifh lords and commons made in this year- 
direéts the new gold coins of their commonwealth to be of 20/, ro/, and. 
5f value; and their filver ones of 5/, 2/6, 1f, 6d, 2d, 1d, and 4d*. 

In Thurloe’s Colleétion of ftate-papers [X i, pp. 127, 226] under this 
year we learn, that Mr. Strickland, the Englifh commonwealth’s refident 
in Holland, acquainted the Englifh council of ftate, that the ftates-gene- 
ral of the United Netherlands had juft concluded a treaty with the king 
of Denmark, whereby they farmed of him the toll of the Sound for. 
about L35000 fterling yearly. So that all nations as well as the Dutch 
themfelves were now to pay this toll at Amfterdam, which was always 
before colleGted at Elfinore. And even the Swedes, who before claimed 
an exemption. from this toll, were now compelled to pay ıt at Amtter- 


dam likewife. 


_ * Such fmall pieces as filver halfpence muft have filver coins under fixpence, laid by as curioffties, 
been very troublefome; and there could have been rather than ufeful circulating moncy. How much 
no ufe for them, if regular legal copper money was morc minute and trifling mult filver halfpence have 
then in circulation. We have feen in our own been, which were the. worth no more tian the 
days the qnarter-guingas of gold coin, and all the twenty-fourth part of our prefent shilling. Z- 
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In the fame collection, [M i, 2. 227] we fee a paper of this E 
titled, Some confiderations offered relating to the embafly for on ene 
whereby we learn, that wife men, even fo long ago, forefaw of how oe 
confequence our continental plantations in America might pia Much 
in refpect of naval ftores. The words are thefe, viz. * the Se to us 
‘ not be ignorant how that in time our plantations may furnith es can. 


a4 ee us wi 
© thofe commodities we have from them, and the utility of the RAA 
mg 


branch 
cannot 


‘ of trade may oblige them to an union with us: whereas they 
* run that hazard in a breach with Holland.’ 
How much to our fhame is this judicious remark ; fince, after fo ] 

a fpace, we have done fo little for bringing that to perfe@; ets 

Bee. Berio toe pertection, which 
probably might well have been done in half the time, to our ineftimab] 
benefit, had we fet about it more effe@lually? Yet fo far have we the : 

: sss ; re 
advanced already in raifing fundry kinds of naval ftores, that in half a 
century more we have reafon to hope to be quite independent of a na 
tion, which has fometimes taken no {mall advantage of our neceflity s 

The magiftrates of the city of Bruges invited the En glifh company of 
merchant-adventurers to return to that city, which was their A 
refidence ; to which the company replied in fubftance, that their city 
muft firft take off the lycent and other town-rights; that our com- 
pany muft be fure of the free exercife of their religion there; and they 
mati be nce from all tolls whatfoever in failingup from the 

uyc ? i E . 

aa ee mee Tuges. ae laft point, I apprehend, was not in the 

re ges to grant, fince the town, port, and territory, of Sluyce 
Were D efed ees ftates of the United Netherlands > which probably 
was the main reafon x 2 ; : BS 
ACE ae for our company’s not complying with that invit- 

10n : for as the refidence or comptoir of this company was at this time 
at Dort in Holland, it is not likely, that the Dutch (with hora too the 
Englifh commonwealth w er ate = 3 > 

5 was not at this time in very d ter vould 
ever agree to lofe fo great a b i poo cen ae 

F great a benefit by its removal to Bruges in the do- 
Eoo of another potentate. [Thurloe, V. i $- 129.] 8 

= 2 9 . 5 S Pom 
a ee benefit it would prove to the Britith cominerce and do- 
e (fs - : ESR 
1 s on tae continent of North America to civili d chriftianize 
the native Indians (even abftraGin fro $ ACAN GC ae 
Pi abitre m a reafonable g 
from heaven on fuch endeavours) a n A reafonable hope ofa blefling 
perienced perfi Gee s not to be told to wife and ex- 
perions, who know how much the Fr : b 
nefited theréby, to our great detri € French in Canada were be- 
bers of priefts amoneft cheer they having had great num- 
the poorer French of both fexes to lans for:that end: they- alfo brought 
by they in fome meafure Dee intermarry with the Indians; where 
has been far from being the eee common nation together. This 
ought to do Juttice to the Ne F a ım our Englifh plantations: yet we 
leging that thev hay -England clergy and people, by acknow- 
: À € done much more than al ies [07 
tnan all our other colonies te 
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ward chriftianizing their pagan Indians. To fecond fuch- endeavours 
the rump parliament this year erected a corporation for propagating the 
gofpel amongft thofe Indians, confifting of a prefident, treafurer, and 
fourteen affiftants: and by an act of that fame feffion of parliament, col- f 
lections were made all over England for that end, whereby that corpo- 
ration was enabled to purchafe an eftate of about L6oo per annum. 
This corporation was legally eftablifhed and incorporated at the reftor- 
ation of King Charles II, the famous philofopher Mr. Boyle being then 
. appointed their firft prefident. And it remains a corporation to this 
day, continuing to fend over miffionaries to the frontiers of New Eng- 
land, &c. with treatifes of inftruétion and devotion for the ufe of the In- 
dians. They have alfo erected fundry fchools for inftruéting the children 
of the Indians. There is alfo continued to this day an annual colleétion 
all over New-England for the fame purpofe. : i 

The falt-ponds of the ifland of St. Martins in the Weft-Indies induced 
the Spaniards to build a fort on it: yet about this year they difmantled 
it and quitted the ifland; whereupon the Dutch from St. Euftatia took 
poffeffion of it. The French, however, pretending to have been poffefs- 
ed of it before the Spaniards, fent alfo a colony thither. And their 
countryman, whom we have already had frequent occafion to quote, 
fays, (in 1658). that the French and Dutch then lived there friendly to- 
gether. 

1650.—The Englifh colonies of Virginia, Barbados, Antigua, and 
Bermudas, being in diforder on account of their zealous attachment to 
the royal family, the rump parliament, in the year 1650, by an ordinance 
prohibited all correfpondence with them, unlefs by fpecial leave from. 
the council of ftate. That ordinance alfo granted permiffion to all mer- 
chant-fhips, as well as national fhips of war, to feize on the fhips and 
merchandize of thofe, then ftiled rebellious inhabitants. And whereas 
many difaffected royalifts reforted thither in foreign. fhips, a claufe was 
inferted for prohibiting (under forfeiture of fhips. and goods) any fo- 
reigners from reforting to, or trading thither, without a licence, on any 
pretext whatever. This prohibition was: probably on a temporary and 
political confideration ; yet we fhall foon fee this Englifh republic en- 
deavour abfolutely to confine the commerce with our colonies to the 2 
people of England alone. 

By this time the commerce of the feven United provinces of the 
Netherlands was: arrived at its.zenith; for teftimony whereof we have 
the authoritative opinion of Sir William Temple, in the 6th chapter of 
his Obferyations on the United provinces, written in the year 1673- 
* Tam of opinion (fays that great author). that trade has for fome years 
‘ago paft its meridian, and begun fenfibly to decay among them: - 
* whereof there feem to be feveral caufes; as firft, the general applica- 
* tion that fo many other nations have made to it within thefe two or 
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€ three and twenty years. For fince the peace of Munfter, which 

© ftored the quiet of Chriftendom, in 1648, not only Sweden and De i 
¢ mark, but France and England, have more particularly than oe = 
: fore bufied the thoughts and:counfels of their feyeral governments < 
« well as the humours of their people, about the matters of trade in as 
£ has this happened without good degrees of fuccefs, though kingd 
t of fuch extent, that have other and nobler foundations of greatn i 
< cannot raife trade to fuch a pitch as this little ftate, which Ted 
‘other to build upon; no more than a man, who has a fair and PER 


< ful eftate, can fall to labour and induftry like one that has notte 


OTs 


\ « elfe to truft to for the fupport of his life. But, however, all thefe ae 
£ tions have come of late to fhare largely with them; and there feem a 
j ‘ be grown too many traders for trade in the world, fo as they can 


if 
k 


“ hardly live one bý another. As in a great populous village the firft 
‘ grocer, or mercer, that fets up among them, grows prefently rich 
‘ having all the cuftom ; till another, encouraged by his fuccefs, comes 
‘ to fet up by him, and fhare in his gains: at length fo many fall to the 
t trade that nothing is got by it, and fome muft give over, or all muft 
‘ break.’ 

We {hall not prefume dogmatically to combat fo great ‘a man’s opi- 
nion concerning this pretty comparifon: yet we may here obferve that 
poflibly every one may not admit the parallel exa€tly to hold with regard 
to the commerce of the world in general, which, doubtlefs, has fundry 
new refources ; new countries ftill to be difcovered and traded to; and the 
trade to other countries before known may be ftill greatly increafed: 
moreover the vaft improvement of the American plantations fince Sir 
William Temple’s time, as well as of the Eaft-India trade, feems ‘to 
evince, that although the Dutch trade be long fince paft its meridian, 
yet the general commerce of Europe is vifibly increafed finte the year 
1673, when he wrote. 

Nothing can more effectually demonftrate the benefit of commerce in 
general, and the prodigious increafe of it in Holland at this time, than 
: the great penfionary De Witt’s account (in his Jntereft of Holland) of 
Te ee oi Holland being able, in the year 1650, to fuftain 
a ee oe pay the annual intereft on, fo great a debt as 

a 3000 of gilders, contracted by their war with Spain, befides 

Mapes nel amounting  So00000more. A SP 
‘ other nations as a Sea ee Ea or b: PORE 
‘ born by fo fmall ae wry Dy our fucceffors in Holland, to Pay 

* taxes, for the Rieke at te a at the fame time many oe 

These x t a < ves and their allies.’ J known 
by the name or N 7 2 : ou and its neighbourhood, ‘ech 0 
reputation by their great nis, being now arrived at a great pi she 

great vent in foreign parts as well as at home, + 


> 
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rump parliament in the year 1650, by their act [c. 36] eftablifhed a 
corporation of the worfted weavers of the city of Norwich, in the county 
of Norfolk, for rectifying abufes therein, and keeping up the goodnefs 
of that valuable manufacture: which corporation was again farther con- 
firmed in the years 1653 and 1656, fince which, the reputation of thofe 
ftuffs, both for beauty and goodnefs, has greatly increafed; and very 
great profit has accrued to the nation by their large exportation to fo- 
reign parts. 

De Witt in his Intereft of Holland [part iii, c. 2] relates that Amfter- 
dam was now increafed to 600 morgens (or acres) of ground, and con- 
tained 300,000 fouls. In the year 1571 it contained only 200 mor- 
gens; fo that in 79 years it had increafed to three times its former mag- 
nitude. 

That great author, who being the firft minifter of ftate of Holland, was 
undoubtedly perfectly well acquainted with this fubject, farther obferves, 
that the whole province of Holland contains fcarcely 400,060 profitable 
morgens of land (downs and heath being excluded). And that there- 
for the eighth part of its inhabitants cannot be fuftamed by what is 
raifed in it; and they are therefor indebted for their bread to the prodi- 
gious granaries of Amfterdam. On this fubjeét the anonymous author of 
the Happy future ftate of England, [f. 105, folio, 1689] obferves ‘ how 
‘ meanly the achievements of Venice, and the efforts to aggrandize 
‘ their republic appear in hiftory, notwithftanding the longevity of that 
‘ ftate, when compared with thofe of Holland; feeing from the fame 
< great author (De Witt) it appears, that in the year 1664 the province 
‘ of Holland alone paid near one million and an half fterling to the 
‘ public charge of the whole feven United provinces, over and above 
‘ the cuftoms and other domains: and ‘ that the very religion of 
‘ popery occafions the Venetians to be more circumf{cribed with regard 
* even to their regulations of traffic than the Hollanders are.’ Yet this 
author, in making fuch a parallel, might have more minutely confidered 
the very different circumftances and fituation, &c. of thofe two famous 
republics. Venice fhut up in a deep gulf, remote from the main ocean, 
bordering for above three centuries paft on the Turkith empire, during 
which it has thereby been kept in perpetual alarm, as well as by the 
Barbary corfairs in the Mediterranean. Holland, on the other hand, 
placed as it were in the very midt of Europe, and therefor much bet- 
ter fituated for correfponding, both by fea and land, with moft countries 
of the world, as well as happily fituated alfo for its immenfe fifheries ; 
whereas Venice has no fuch advantages. 

The Caribbee ifland of Anguilla was now firft fettled on by fome Eng- 
lith people, whofe pofterity ftill hold it. It is reckoned of much the 
fame nature with Barbuda, viz. chiefly for breeding cattle and railing 
com, The people are reckoned few in number, poor and lazy, with- 
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out government, laws, or clergy. n z r make ae they, With onp 
ee en! repulfed 600 French invaders wit great bravery, aii 
killed 150 of them. Si n 

About this time the French madé a great fettlement on the grea 
ifland of Madagafcar, (to which they gave the name of Pifle an 
phin) and erected a fort near the fouth-weft point of the land, et 
after keeping pofleffion of it for many years, they at length abandoned 
it; its commerce not anfwering the charge of keeping UP the forts 

garrifons, &c. AF ; 
The favourers of the new Englifh commonwealth, obferving the great 
conveniency of the banks and lumber offices of the free ftates of Italy.. 
; and of thofe of Amfterdam, firft began, about this time, to publith fe- 
veral projects for thofe purpofes in London ;. and one Samuel Lamb, a 
merchant, in the year 1657, addreffed a large folio-pamphlet to Gros 
E well the protector on this fubjeét, though nothing was done in 
jos l quence thereof. : Mee 
l 1651.—In the year 1651 the rump parliament, taking into their con- 
fideration, that the intereft of money in fundry parts beyond fea was lower 
than the legal intereft of it in England, whereby thofe Englith mer- 
chants, who carried on their commerce on credit with other: men’s 
money, undoubtedly traded to difadvantage in re{pect to the merchants. 
of other countries; and that high intereft keeps down the price of land,. 
prudently reduced the legal intereft of money from eight to fix per 
cent; [Thurhe, V. i, Ż- 472] which rate of interet was confirmed after: 
the reftoration. 

Sir Thomas Culpepper fenior, in the preface to his fecond tract againtt. 
the high rate of ufury, publithed in 1641, remarks that < within half 
“an age we have feen many improvements. of land, and a vaft increafe 

“ of the bulk of trade, by the abatement of intereft.’”’ He farther re- 
marks, ‘ that it will feem.incredible to fuch as have not confidered it, 
$ but to any that will caft it up, it is plainly manifeft that Lio, at 10: 
in the hundred, in 70 years multiplies itfelf to Lroo,oco. So if there 


‘ i 7 
; fhould be Līo0,0c0 of foreigners money now managed here at 10 pe 
cent interefi, (and that d 


a] 


prady 
TS us 


confe-. 


7 i reft, (an oth feem no great matter) that L100,000 1 
> 70 years space would carry out ten millions of money !’? As in out 
prefent times Britain is obliged to pay to foreign. nations the annu ah 

; : intereft of many millions of our national debt, the above remark 1s ah 


ufeful argument in favour of the prefent low intereft thereon. A 
iy The rump parliament of England now made another moft excellen 


an sip i n 
d memorable law for the advancement of our fhipping, navigatio, 


and plantations. Tt had been obferved with concern that the merchants 
: of England, for fever 


I al years paft, had ufually fre} hted Dutch fhipp™s 
for fetching home their own merchandize,. ene their freight was at 
: lower rate than that of Englith fhips. The Dutch fhipping were there 

y made ufe of even for importing our own American produćđts ; whi 
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‘our own fhipping lay rotting in our harbours: our „mariners alfo, 
for want of employment at home, went into the fervice of the 
Dutch. To thefe confiderations were fuperadded the haughty carriage 
of the ftates of Holland upon the parliament’s demand of {fatisfac- 
tion for the murder of their envoy, Dr. Doriflaus, at the Hague; and 
for the infult put upon the ambaflador they fent afterwards, whofe pro- 

ofals the ftates alfo had received very coldly: all which jointly con- 
fidered determined the parliament to ena&, that no merchandize, either 
of Afia, Africa, or America, including alfo our own plantations there, 
fhould be imported into England in any but Englifh-built fhips, and be- 
longing either to Englifh or to Englith-plantation fubjedts, navigated 
alfo by Englith commanders, and three-fourths of the failors Englith- 
men: excepting, however, fuch merchandize as fhould be imported di- 
-xeCtly from the original place of its growth or manufacture in Europe 
folely. Moreover, no fifh fhould thenceforward be imported into Eng- 
land or Ireland, nor exported from thence to foreign parts, nor even 
from one of our own home ports to another, but what is caught by our 
own fifhers only. This was the firft famous general act, commonly called 
the act of navigation: and as it.was nine years after confirmed (like 
the preceding one for the reduGtion of intereft of money) we fhall then 
be more particular in relation to the benefits arifing therefrom. Yet it is 
highly proper here to obferve that this law grievoufly affected the 
Dutch, who till now had been almoft the fole carriers of merchandize 
from one country of Europe to another; the greateft part of their im- 
ports into England being thereby cut off: for till this law was ena¢ted, 
all nations in amity with England were at liberty to import what com- 
modities they pleafed, and in what fhipping they pleafed. By authority 
therefor of this law, the Englifh frequently fearched the Dutch fhips, 
and often made prize of them: whereupon the ftates fent over four am- 
bafladors to expoftulate with the rump and Cromwell; who in their 
turn made five feveral demands on the ftates, viz. ‘ firft, the arrears of 
‘ the. tribute due for fifhing on the Britifh coafts; fecondly, the re- 
‘ ftoration of the fpice-iflands to England; thirdly, juftice on fuch 
‘as were ftill alive of thofe who committed the cruelties at Am- 
‘ boyna and Banda; fourthly, fatisfation for the murder of their 
* envoy Doriflaus; and fifthly, reparation for the Englifh damages fu 
tained from the Dutch in Ruflia, Greenland, &c. amounting to fo 
‘ great a fum as L1,700,000.’ Thus it is plain that the navigation- 
act proved the occafion of the cruel naval war, which broke out in the 
year following: for thefe five demands were made with fo much pe- 
remptorinefs as convinced the ftates, that it was time to prepare for a 
war with England. : : s 

In the mean time the novelty of this navigation-act, and the igno- 
rance of fome traders, occafioned at firft loud complain that though 
3K2 
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our own people had not fbipping enough to import from al] Parts wh 
ever they wanted, they were nevertheiefs by this law debarred fro ate 


7 s om 5 : m 
ceiving new fupplies of merchandize from other nations, who one 
5 : dais t > 
could, and till then did, import them. Thofe complaints were however 


over-ruled by the government, who forefaw that this act would in th 
end prove the great means of preferving our plantation trade intirely ‘i 
ourfelves, would increafe our fhipping and failors, and would draw The 
profit of freights to ourfelves os 

In this fame year a project was laid before the En elith commonwealth 
for obtaining of the court of Spain the pre-emption of all Spanifh Wool. 
The projector obferved, that this propofed pre-emption would totally 
diffolve the woollen manufacture of Holland, which, by means of that 
wool, hath of late years mightily increafed, to the deftrudtion of the vent. 
of all fine cloths of Englifh manufaGure in Holland, France, and the. 
Eaft country; and hath drawn from us confiderable numbers of weavers, 
dyers, and clothworkers, now fettled at Leyden and other towns in Hol- 
land ; by whofe help they have very much improved their fkill in cloth, 
and have made in that one province, one year with another, 24,000 to 
26,000 cloths yearly. That the Dutch have of late years bought and 
exported from Bifcay four fifth parts, at leaft, of all their wools, and 
have fold there proportionably of their own country ftuffs and: fayes. 
That the French have alfo confiderable quantities of wool from Bifcay, 
which they work up into cloth at Rouen and other parts. The projed- - 
or propofed a joint ftock to be raifed for engroffing all the Spani 
wool, whereby to compel the French alfo, who had already prohibited 
our cloths, and alfo the Dutch and all other nations, to take of us all the 
cloths they had need of. But this project did not take place ; and was 
indeed a piece of fine-{pun theory fcarcely reducible to practice. [Thur- 
he, V. i, p. 201.] ; 

Although the Portuguefe firt, and after them the Englifh, had, in 
their voyages to Eaft-India, vifited the harbours and country about the 
Cape of Good Hope, with an intent to make a fettlement there; yet 
neither of thofe two nations had hitherto had courage enough effectual- 
ly to fettle amongft fo barbarous a people as the Hottentots were, Who 
e formérly killed a number of Portuguefe on fome fuch attempt. 
ee deed were there found any good harbours for the fecurity © 

ipping 1n thofe tempeftuous feas. But the Dutch having more perfe- 
verance, and obferving the country to be fruitful, and that its fituatlom 


* The advantages of increafin fees 
2 crealing the number of 4 Hen. VIL, c10]; in 1541 [32 Hen Vico, 
fond eee gag mative feamen were under- T and in 186 3 eas Sieen Elizabeth eii 

a as the year 138 ) i ivileg et 
eee ee : year ii % y pron iy ed certain privileges to goods carricc iei of it 
meafure of policy has been frequently refumed, quiry in 1622, direéted the attention of the Zi 


(though, indeed, not perfevered in) particularly in miffioners to the fame obje&t. [Federa, 


the year 1440, when it was Propofed by the com- $: 414] Amd Charles I alfo confirmed A 
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would prove very commodious for the fupply of water and provifions 
for their Indian voyages, they are faid, in this year 1 651, to have firft 
fettled at the Cape, where they built a good and {pacious fort, and con- 
tracted friendfhip with the Hottentots, or rather rendered themfelves 
formidable and alfo neceflary to them; whereby the Dutch have eftab- 
lifhed a noble colony there for many miles north and north-eaft of the 
cape, where they have planted the Madeira grape, producing there a 
much nobler and richer wine than the original grape. Yet fome will 
have it, that their vines came from Perfia, and others fay from the 
Rhine. Thither alfo have the Dutch tranfplanted cinnamon trees from 
the ifle of Cylon. They are alfo faid to raife there confiderable quan-- 
tities of hemp, &c. So that the duties and the revenues which their 
Eaft-India company raifes there (for they all belong to them) are faid. 
to be more than equals their expenfe for this colony. There the com- 
pany have warehoufes and houfes for their officers within the fort, and 
employ a great number of officers, fervants, and negro flaves: They 
have alfo an hofpital for their fick failors, &c. with an excellent garden; 
wherein all the curious and ufeful herbs, plants, &c. of Europe, Afia,. 
and Africa, are fuccefsfully cultivated. It is, in fhort, a very hopeful 
profpect for the Dutch republic and their Eaft-India company, who 
have greatly augmented the number of its plantations, by means of the 
French proteftants, who emigrated to it upon the revocation of the edict 
of Nantes. : So that it will be no wonder if, in another age, this Dutch 
colony vies with the fineft countries, and proves the envy of the reft of 
the nations, of Europe. The Dutch company having hereupon aban- 
doned St. Helena, our Englifh company took pofleflion of that ifland. 

The Englifh commonwealth teftifying a great inclination for the ad- 
vancement of commerce, we find in this and fome following years, 
abundance of printed projects for promoting particular branches there- 
of; fome of which have been adopted, and fuccefsfully put in praétice, 
in our own times: others, indeed, thouglr well enough fuited to cer- 
tain free cities in the Netherlands, Italy, Germany, Poland, &c. where- 
in fuch projectors had refided, did not, however, fo well fuit with a 
great nation. Such, of the former kind, were the propofed projets of 
charity banks, and lombards, or lumber houfes;. of the later the mak- 
ing transferable all promiflory notes between man and man, fo as to 
circulate as our modern. bank notes do; fuch was alfo the plaufible pro- 
jects of one William Potter, in his Key of wealth, and of Henry Robin- 
fon, &c. long fince forgotten, who urged the erection of a land bank, 
wherein all payments above Lro or L2o fhould by law be. directed to 
be made in bank credit ; and that, befides the principal bank in Lon- 
don, there fhould be,. perhaps, 100 fubordinate banks in different parts. 
of England, all centering. in the capital bank of London: wherein, for. 
the fupport of the credit thereof, a general mortgage of lands was pro. 
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ofed, for which each mortgager fhould have credit in ba 
of his land. The condition of fuch mortgage to be, 
much money, with intereft at 6 per cent, within a year from th 2 
that bank-credit fhould any way fail to be current; or, in defan] 
fuch payment, the faid mortgaged lands to be forfeited, without t of 
demption, and to be divided amongft the proprietors of the credit in 
bank. Other projectors propofed banks on the plan of that at Amfterd 
1 £ ral regifter of houfes and fhips, as w ll am, 
| Others propofed a general regi BE CH as of lands i 
: A court-merchant, for the fummary recovery of all debts, &¢ Ifo 
fome very ill-judged projects for uniting into corporations al] merchants 
trading into any one country, for the fake of what they called “uni. 
formity in trade. Moft of thofe projects, after the reftoration of Charles 
é TI, and fome after the acceflion of W illiam II, were again Propofed to 
the public, with fome variation in their form, merely for concealing 
their being only old projects palmed ‘upon men for new ones. Such, 
for inftance, was Dr. Chamberlain’s land-bank project, which was car- 
ried fo far as to have an act of parliament in its favour in the year 
1696. : 

The magiftrates of Bruges again wrote to the Englith merchant-ad- 

veturers company, to remind them, that in the days of Philip the Good, 
and Charles the Bold, dukes of Burgundy, and alfo of the archduke 
Maximilian, their city greatly flourifhed in commerce and in the greateft 
plenty of all kinds of merchandize, fo as to obtain the reputation of the 
greateft emporium in all Europe! but as nothing fublunary is perma- 
nent, all thefe advantages are withdrawn, and adverfe fortune is come 
in their place: fo that this city, once the feat of wealth, riches, and 
honour, has fince been the feat of war, which obliged the foreign 
merchants to abandon it, as did alfo the faid fociety with their com- 
merce in woollen cloths, &c. But now a fettled peace being eftablifh- 
ed between the Belgic provinces and foreign ftates, fome foreign mer- 
chants are preparing to refettle at Bruges: and as they are informed of. 
-the willingnefs alfo of this fociety to refettle there, they are hereby m- 
vited to come to the port of Oftend, and thence by water-carriage to 
Bruges, with their cloths, &c. to be afterwards difperfed throughout 
i Flanders, Brabant, Liege, Lorrain, &c. by moft commodious naviga- 
3 ‘ tions, by rivers and canals. To this the company courteoufly anfwered, 
\ that, as their letters were intirely filent in the two moft material articles, 
viz. the free exercife of their religion, and the duties to be paid, they 
defired a peremptory anfwer thereto; fince the Enghith parliament, out 
of their zeal for the worlhip of God, and for the honour of their nation, 
could never admit of a treaty for refidence, till thofe two articles be ae 
i , eee z d ee V. i, p. 198.] So we heard no more of this 1 ; 4 
! : pprehend that it was now, or foon after this time, t 
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this fociety began to make Hamburgh their principal, and foon after 
their fole, refidence and ftaple for the woollen manufacture. 

1652.—We now come to the commencement of the firft very bloody 
naval war between the two moft potent republics which the world had 
ever feen fince thofe of Rome and Carthage. We have obferved, that 
the new Englifh act of navigation of laft year had curtailed the bulk of 
the commerce between England and Holland, confifting principally in 
foreign merchandize imported into, and Englifh merchandize exported 
from, England in Dutch veffels.. In vain, as we have alfo feen, did the 
Dutch remonftrate againft the aét, the Englifh commonwealth being 
bent on a war with the Dutch: for befides the five formen demands of 
. the Englifh commonwealth, fatisfa@ion was now infifted on for the 
Dutch ambaflador’s having held a private correfpondence with King 
Charles If, and alfo for not giving the honour of the flag to all Enghifh 
fhips of war. The ftates-general therefor prepared for war by fitting 
out a vaft fleet of 150 warlike fhips, great and fmall, though certainly 
not equal to fhips of war in our days. De Witt, in his Intereft of Hol 
land, [part iii, c. 6]. {peaks of it as a thing incredible, ‘ that the fates 
‘ of Holland, during the chargeable war againft England, from 1652 
‘ to 1654, fhould be able, in the {pace of two years, to build 60 new 
* capital {hips of war, of fuch dimenfions and force as were never be- 
“ fore ufed in the fervice of the ftate.’? All our hiftories are full of the 
particulars of this war, which is therefor fuperfluous for us to enlarge 
on. On the fide of the Dutch were the great admirals, Van Tromp, 
De Ruyter, and De Witt; the firft of whom, upon his gaining fome 
advantage by the accidentally great fuperiority in the Channel over 
Blake, in contempt of England’s pretenfions to the fovereignty of the fea, 
failed down the Channel with a broom at his main-top-gallant-maft 
head, to fhew he would fweep the feas; for which he paid dearly next 
year: and on the Englifh fide were the great Blake, with Monk and 
Deane. It is fufficient to obferve, that in this and the following year 
almoft incredible deftrution and captures were made of merchant fhips, 
as well as of {hips of war and failors,. on both fides; there having been, 
in only nine months of the year 1652, four general naval engagements, 
befides leffer ones. Whilft all the great popifh potentates, and particu- 
larly France,. were pleafed to-fee the two moft powerful proteftant ones 
deftroying each other.. 

This year Mr Edwards, an Englifh Turkey merchant, brought home “ 
with him a Greek fervant who underftood the roafting and making of 
coffee, till then unknown in England. This man was the firft who fold 
coffee, and kept a houfe for that purpofe in London. Profper Alpinus, 
a learned phyfician of Venice, who flourifhed about the year 1591, was 
the firft who wrote of the nature of the coffee plant and berry : our 
Steat Lord Bacon, in his Natural hiftory, was the next; and the inge- 
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nious Mr. John Ray afterwards. Some relate, that coffee has 


. : Not b 

generally ufed in Arabia, where it grows, and in Turkey, much ates 

300 or at moft 250 years. It was firft brought to Holland from Moone 
q 


in the year 1616, though it did not come into general ufe there fo 
years after. About the year 1690 the Dutch began to plant j 
tavia in-the ifland of Java: and in 1719 it was firft lmporte 
into Holland. Since then the Dutch have planted a great dea] 
in Ceylon as well as in Java ; infomuch that in 1743 they i 
into Holland 3,555,877 pounds of it from Java, and at the fame time 
but 12,368 pounds from Mocha : fo greatly had they improved their 
Java coffee. The Englith and F rench have of late years fuccefsfully 
planted coffee in their W eft-India iflands, as the Dutch have alfo at Su- 
tinam; &c. although ftill inferior to that of Mocha in Arabia, from 
whence all coffee originally came. If the European nations fhould con- 
tinue, as of late years, to naturalize in their own weftern plantations 
the fine productions of China, Perfia, Arabia, Syria, Egypt, and Tur- 
key, it will in time bring the direct commerce to the Levant to a ver 
narrow compafs. The coffee plant is faid nearly to refemble the jeffa- 
mune tree; bearing a fruit refembling a cherry, within which is inclof- 
ed a fort of kernel which, when ripe, opens and divides into what are 
ufually called coffee berries. All the coffee brought home by our Tur- : 
key thips comes only from Arabia, there being no coffee growing in 
Turkey properly fo called, and is the very fame which is brought home 
by our Eaft-India fhips who trade up into the Red fea. But as the 
former is brought over land from Arabia into Syria or Egypt, it is 
therefor faid not to be efteemed quite fo good as what is brought di- 
rectly by fea from Mocha in our Eaft-India fhips. Coffee was unknown 
to the antients, although, doubtlefs, it grew always wild in Arabia. Mr. 
Wotton, in his Reflections on antient and modern learning, conjectures 
that the prohibition of wine, by the law of Mahomet, made the Arabs 
find out its virtues for {upplying the place of wine. 

Tobacco being about the middle of this century grown into much 
greater efteem than formerly in England, confiderable quantities there- 
of were planted in feveral counties, which throve exceeding well, an 
proved very good in its kind: but as this not only leflened the duty 0% 
the importation of tobacco, but likewife greatly obftruéted the fale 0 
tnat commodity from our own colonies in Virginia, &c. which had c° 
fo much expenfe in planting them, the loud complaints of the planter’ 
occafioned an act of parliament abfolutely prohibiting the planungs © 
any m England. Cromwell and his council in 1654 appointed com 
miffioners for ftri&ly putting this aé& in execution: and (that we may 
not Dave recourfe again to this fuje&) it was again legaily enacted, Í ve 
Car. IT. c. 34) that from the 1ft of January 166¢-1, no períon whateve 
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fhould fow or plant any tobacco in England, under certain penalties. 
So that-an end was effectually put to that practice. 

We may clearly obferve the late great increafe of England’s wealth 
by commerce, when in this year, as well as in the fucceeding year, the 
nation was able to bear an affeflment of L120,000 per month, befide 
other great fixed taxes. 

In this year the ifland of Granada was firft planted on by the French 
from Martinico, after fome ftruggle with the natives: It is faid, by the 
French hiftorian of the Caribbee iflands, to produce fugar-canes, gin- 
ger, indigo, and excellent tobacco. j 

Hackney-coaches were limited to 209 in number, dayly plying in 
London ftreets. 

We find that the Swedes. at this time had: a fettlement on the gold. 
coaft of Africa, managed by an African company: for Queen Chriftina: 
of Sweden made a complaint to the parliament of the Englifh common- 
wealth, that their fhips of war had taken two of that company’s fhips 
homeward bound, and feized all the gold, &c. in them. [Thurloe, V. i, 
p: 219.) 

A virulent pamphlet was now written againft the Englifh Eaft-India: 
company, intitled Strange news from India, calculated for favouring’ 
the folicitations' of Sir William Courten’s heirs, acting under a feparate 
patent of King Charles I, for trading to India. It is. therein alleged; 
that whereas our people, in the beginning of the Eaft-India trade, had- 
made particular running voyages thither, only to enrich’a few; they 
were afterward united in a joint-ftock company; and fince then they 
(being a deftructive monoply)have mifemployed or misfpent in one joint 
ftock, L1,600,coo, and in feveral joint ftocks L3,600,000, impoverifhing 
our nation by. exporting much bullion. Yet, which is wonderful, not 
yet provided with one port or place of their own in India for a rendez- 
vous *, whereas the Dutch company had 30 impregnable cities in India, 
and employed 250 fail of fhips: that by the old Englifh company’s ne- 
gleé of Ormus aud the Portuguefe prizes } their trade continued decay- z 
ing from 1617 to 1634; infomuch, that their actions or fhares were 
frequently fold from party to party, at 30, 35, to 40 per cent lofs,. and: 
and fome much more.‘ That the lofs of the {pice iflands, feized by the 
Dutch, is valued at L1o0,000 per annum confequence to the nation.: 

That about the year 1632, and fince, a treaty was on foot between 
King Charles I and our company on the one part, and the Dutch com- 
pany on the other part, touching our claim to thofe {pice iflands: but 
that although L80,000 was agreed to be paid by the Dutch. company, 
yet King Charles and our company could not agree or fettle their re- 


fpeGtive fhares thereof; and fo the matter was dropped, and the Dutch 
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* The author clfewhere owns that the company poffeffed Madras, which indeed is not a good port, Aa- 
+ He Mhould have ee their difference with the Dutch Ealt-India company. ie 
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have kept pofleffion of thofe ifles. ` That ie languifhing 
our company inclined the king and council in 1635 to grant a pa 
tent to Sir William Courten to trace to, and plant fh fuch places one 
where the old company did not trade. That Courten’s enterprife great 
ly alarmed the Dutch company, who feized one of his fhips bound 


In this and other writings, in behalf of Courten’s reprefenta 
company is accufed of having combined with the Dutch company to 
ruin Courten’s project. Mr. Courten, fon and executor of Sir William 
continued the trade till 1646, when, as he alleges, by the cruel ufage 
of the Englifh and Dutch companies, he was forced to abandon it, to 
the damage of feveral hundred thoufand pounds. His complaint was 
revived after the reftoration of King Charles Il; yet we do not find 
that any redrefs was ever obtained: and indeed it was not much to 
be wondered at, when it is confidered that Courten’s original grant was 
made in prejudice of our Eaft-India company’s exclufive charter, 

1653-—In the year 1653, the treaty concluded between Denmark 
-and the United provinces in 1649 for farming the toll in the Sound was 
refcinded, and a new one was concluded at Copenhagen, whereupon 
the Dutch advanced the fum of 525,000 gilders to the crown of Den- 
mark, by way of anticipation: the Danifh court agreeing to repay that 
fum in annual payments, with 5 per cent intereft. [Tburle, V. i, 
p.482.) 

The poftage of a great trading nation’s letters is undoubtedly, in fome 
degree, a kind of political pulfe whereby to judge of the increafe or 
decreafe of the public wealth and commerce: yet it would be more 
efpecially fo, where franking of letters by members of parliament did 
not take place, which, it is apprehended, was not the cafe as yet in — 
England, whofe council.of ftate this year farmed the poftage of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, to John Manley, Efq. for L10,000 yearly, which 
was confirmed by the prote&or in 1654. By this fertlement fingle let- 
ters carried as far as 8o miles paid 2d, and double ones 4d; beyond 80 
miles 3d, and double ones 6¢. We hall hereafter fee this revenue great- 
ly increafed, in confequence of the increafe of our general commerce, 
and alfo by additional poftage, 2 7 5 

The naval war between the two frit republics of the univerfe fil 
es ae y gi Es j In June this year happened off Dover E Be 
Pe al oS One Monk and Deane commanded the Englifh hee 
{oust ee TER re Witt, De Ruyter, and the two ner 
Batic t A utch one of above 100 fhips of ws Te 
Saher ME bee on: a days, the Dutch were d Copii “rde 
lofs on the fide of the Er u uak, end two blown up, aps es in 4 
Senora 2€ Engith. From this difafter Van Tromp rae 

9 his mafters the ftates-general, fet forth, that the fhips 
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guns of the Dutch fleet were too flender in comparifon with thofe of 
_ the Englifh ; and Admiral De Ruyter exprefsly declared, that he would 

not return to fea, if his fleet were not reinforced with greater and better 
fhips. For (as appears by intercepted letters for Holland), the Englith 
commonwealth had then actually 204 fhips of war, great and fmall, and 
35,000 feamen ; and in October this year, the principal terror of the 
Dutch was from our great fhips. The Englifh fleet lying on the Dutch 
coafts during moft part of this year, was very grievous.to their merchants, 
their homeward-bound fleets and convoys being in continual danger of 
falling into our hands. Their fithing fhips alfo were kept from going 
out, which brought immediate calamity on their people. [Thurloe, V- i, 
Pp. 299 514.) 

The Dutch fleets, however, when joined, made 130 fhips, fome of 
which indeed were Eaft-India fhips fitted up for war. Yet fuch was 
‘then the naval ftrength of Holland, that in little more than a month 
they fitted out 125 {hips of war under Van Tromp, who, in July this 
fame year, had another great engagement with Monk on their own 
coaft, when there were 27 Dutch fhips either funk or burnt, but none 
taken, occafioned by Monk’s orders, neither to give nor take quarter. 
Here alfo they loft their great Admiral Van Tromp. Ker of Kerfland’s 
fecond volume of memoirs fays, that great admiral’s fhip, the largeft in 
the Dutch navy, carried no more than 66 cannon; but the ftates quick- 
ly difcovered their want of great fhips, and therefor, in this fame year, 
built twenty fhips of from 50 to 80 guns: yet we fhall fee, by a much 
better authority, that three years after their largeft {hip carried but 76 A 
guns. . On the Englifh- fide there were many men flain, though only 
one fhip loft, 

So great was the naval power of England at this time, that it appears 
by Thurloe, [ibidem] that the Venetian ambaflador in England came 
to folicit the continuance of fome Englith fhips of war in that republic’s 
fervice fome time longer: a fure mark, however, of the feeblenefs of 
Venice’s naval power. 

This year an attempt for a north-eaft paflage was made by order of 
King Frederic HI of Denmark, who fent out three veflels, who it feems 
actualiy pafled through Waygatz ftraits, which neither Englifh nor Dutch 
had been able.in former attempts fully to accomplith. Yet in the bay 
beyond thofe ftraits they found infurmountable obftacles from the ice ‘ 
and intenfenefs of the cold, fo that they were obliged to return unfuc- 
cefsfully : and fo; probably, will every one, who may hereafter attempt 
what, from repeated trials, has-been found fo impracticable. Yet, even 
fubfequent to this date, the Dutch in their northern voyages, are faid 
to have again tried for this paflage, but without being able to proceed . 
fo far eaftward as was done in this Danifh attempt. 


Notwithftanding what we have. related Soe the Dutch fettle- - 
Bie 
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ment on the Cape of Good Hope in the year 1651, others re 
; : is year that the Dutch Eaft-India company 
it was not till this year npany, 
before been more accuftomed than gues ee nations to fto a 
‘Cape of Good Hope in their India voy ages or refr efhments, which the 
purchafed of the Hottentots for mere trifles, determined to makea fon 
tlement there. Voltaire, in his General Ceon of Europe, will eee 
it, that they, in this year, feized on a Portuguefe fort there, althoy À 
it does not clearly appear from other accounts, that the Portuguefe en 
had any fort or fettlement on that cape. Yet, as it is frequently con- 
venient, and not feldom abfolutely needful, to ftop at that Place, it wag 
a very wife meafure in the Dutch company to fecure 2 good refrething 
ftation there. Others make their firft fettlkement here to pe ftill Rie 
years later, viz. 1658. or 
: 1654.—In the year 1654 a fleet of Englifh merchant fhips failed to` 
Archangel, and with them William Prideaux, who, in his letter to the 
governor of Archangel, ftiled himfelf only meflenger of his highnefg 
the lord protector to his imperial majefty, the czar: wherein he Wrote, 
that whereas there hath been a diftance from commerce for fome 
time by the Englifh merchants to the faid port of Archangel, they 
are now come thither with their {hips laden with goods. So it is 
required of the governor, in the name of the lord protedtor of the 
commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland, to know if trade 
fhall be permitted with freedom, and if granted, on what terms. To 
which the governor anfwered, that the Englith company is licenced, by 
his imperial majefty of all Ruffia, to trade in Archangel in all unprohi- 
bited goods, they paying the fame cuftom as other ftrangers do. And 
that as foon as the Englifh have done trading at that port, they muft go 
beyond fea, i. e. home, and not be permitted, as antiently, to go up to 
Mofcow, nor to any other part of Ruffia: but what goods fhall be left 
unfold may either remain at Archangel, or be carried back to England. 
Mr. Prideaux, however, is permitted to go to Mofcow to acquaint his 
imperial majefty with his commiffion from the proteGtor. [Thurle, y. 
u, $: 558.] We need here only to remark, that the protector, doubt- 
lefs, knew beforehand, on what terms his meflage and fhips would be 
received ; and in order to foften the czar, he now gives him the title 


of emperor, which title, however, has not been generally recognize 
till our own times. 


A letter of intellige 
that the czar had 


nce in this fame year, from the Hague, sO 
banifhed the Englifh from Archangel, at the reque 
-of the Lord Culpepper, agent for King Charles: and that the king ° 
Poland, in this fame year, had fent a minifter to the proteétor to mi 
gate him againft Mufcovy, infinuating that it would be no hard mati’ 
for our fleet to take Archangel. [Thurloe, V. iii, p- 50.] fhe 
Mr. Prideaux, in his letter this year to the council, complains of t 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


set, = — ee 
ee a 


A.D. 1654. 8 


padnefs of trade at Archangel, partly occafioned by the Ruffians not 
permitting any foreigners to trade up into the country from Archangel, 
and partly becaufe of the Dutch fhips coming thither, which kept up 
the prices of Ruffia goods, and partly alfo by the czar’s war with Po- 
land. 

Whitelocke, the Englifh ambaflador in Sweden, complained to that 
court, that the Swedes had feized an Englifh Guinea company’s fort on 
that coat. The Swedes, in excufe, alleged, that it was only a little 
lodge with two chambers: and they infifted on a prior grant thereof 
from the prince of that part of the country. [Zburle, V. ii, pp. 266, 
280.) Whatever might be the iffue of this trifling matter, it is plain 
that Sweden at this time had fome trade to the coaft of Guinea, although 
they at prefent have no fettlement any where without the Baltic fea. 

The war between the two republics of England and Holland was car- 
ried on in fuch a manner as rendered it abfolutely impoflible for either 
nation to hold it out much longer, without reducing one of the parties 
to abfolute fubjection. It was fo extremely vifible that England had the 
fuperiority, that De Witt himfelf, though a foe to the Englith name, 
in his Intereft of Holland, fp. 314] declares the great fuperiority of the 
Englith in ftrength of fhipping, (for it was merely a naval war) and that 
they were now become matters of the fea. Not only men and money 
muft foon have been wanting, but one would think that even fhip-tim- 
ber itfelf fhould foon have failed for fupplying the lofs of fo many large 
fhips: fince, befide the many fhips of war deftroyed, the Dutch had 
loft joo merchant fhips in the years 1652 and 1653. Neceflity there- 
for compelled them to fend ambafladors to the proteétor to fue for 
peace, and to accept fuch terms as he thought fit to grant. It was con- 
cluded on the 5th of April 1654, whereby mutual friendfhip and com- 
merce were re-eftablifhed between them. The moft remarkable com- 
mercial articles were in fubftance as follows, viz. 

_ Article XII) That the fhips of the Dutch, as well fhips of war as 
others, meeting any of the fhips of war of the Englifh commonwealth 
in the Britifh feas fhall ftrike their flag and lower their topfail, in fuch 
manner as hath ever been at any time heretofore pradiifed under any 
former government *. 

XXVII) The ftates-general fhall fee juftice done on the authors and 
abettors of the barbarous murders committed on the Englifh at Am- 
boyna, anno 7622-3, if any of them be yet alive. 

XXVIII) Certain Englith fhips and goods having, by the influence of 
the Dutch, been feized and detained within the dominions of Denmark, 
fince May 1652, the ftates-general oblige themfelves to make reftirution 

* This was the firit formal eftablifhment of the right of the flag. Perhaps the En Lith republic, 


fufpeGing that the Dutch might feruple paying the honours to the Hag of a commonwealth, hich had 
heen paid to that of a king, were the more determined upon making an exprefs article for it. <- 
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to the proprietors, with damages, &c. for detention. And two arbit 
tors from each commonwealth are to meet m Goldfmiths-hal] at Long 4 
and to take an oath, to proceed without refpect or relation had to oe 
ftate, or to any particular intereft whatever, for the adjuftment r Ha 
matter: and, unlefs they agree upon fentence before the 1f of Ay a 
1654, the aforefaid arbifrators fhall from that day be fhut UP in a cham, 
ber by themfelves, without fire, candle, meat, drink, or any other a 
frefhment, till fuch time as they fhall come to an agreement concerning 
the matters referred to them. : 8 

XXX) In cafe the commiflioners to be appointed by both republics 
to meet at London, for adjufting all damages and injuries which either 
nation may allege to have fuftained from the other from the year 161r 
to the 18th of May 1652, as well in the Eaft-Indies as in Greenland 
Mufcovy, Brafil, &c. do not, within three months after their firft meet. 
ing together, come to an agreement, then their differences are hereby 
fubmitted to the arbitration of the proteftant cantons of Switzerland, 
who {hall appoint like commiffioners to give final judgment within fx 
months following : which judgement fhall bind both parties. 

Befide thefe there was a fecret article, whereby the ftates promifed 

Cromwell, the protector, not to choofe the prince of Orange for their 
ftadtholder or captain-general. 
__ At the fame time, the Englifh Eaft-India company exhibited at large 
all their claims for damages fuftained in India by the Dutch company 
from the year 1611 to 1652, amounting to the vaft fam of L2,695,990:15 
principal, fterling money: and the intereft, fay they, if computed to 
this time, will amount to a far greater fum even exclufive of the iflands 
of Poleroon and Lantore. 

This vaft fum is made up of feventeen articles of damages and lofles, 
which, the Englifh company alleged, they had fuftained from the frauds 
and violences of the Dutch company in the Molucco ifles, at Jacatra, 
Bantam, Poleroon, Lantore, Perfia, Surat, Sumatra, and the Cape of 
Good Hope; where our company, fay they, in the reign of King James I, 
(but they name not the year) took poffeffion of thofe lands at that cape, 
and caufed arampart to be caft up, called James’s-mount, on which they 
oe ee 
of the È a z o s territories might always remain 10 the ie m 

hgin, and that they might be free to colonize and fortify ther® 
and to trade thence at pleafure. Thefe feventeen articles of claim may 
he Colle&tion of treaties of peace and commerce a 
minted in 1432, on which therefor we fhall not here 


four volumes Svo, p 
be more particular. 
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a the other fide, the Dutch Eaft-India company exhibited, BY ae 
a ond eee eleven articles, for expenfes by them E 
yond their quota, by reafon of a deficiency on our company 5 pe 
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during feventeen years; the Englifh company’s half of the expenfe of 

defending Fort Geldres in Palecat, and at the fiege of Bantam ; their ; 
one third of the fums laid out in the Moluccos, Amboyna, and Banda, 
after February 1622, when the Englifh left off paying their quota in 

thofe parts * ; for the Dutch company’s lofs by the feizure and deten- 

tion of three of their fhips at Portfmouth, bound to Surat; for their 

half fhare of the lofs of the pepper trade to Bantam for fix years, com- 

puted to be as great as that of the Engiifh demanded in their before- 

named articles, viz. L600,000 fterling; for the extra charges of the 

Dutch company for convoys for the merchant fhips returning from In- 

dia by the north feas for twenty years, and for wages extraordinary for 

the failors ; for provifions lent to the Englith company ; for wages of 

the company’s fundry fhips and pinnaces, and the coft of others em- 

ployed in the fervice of the joint trade, &c. 

And, in fine, the Dutch company determining to outdo the demands 
of the Englifh company firft exhibited, they made the whole amount to 
no lefs than L2,918,611 : 3:6 fterling. 

Thus the two companies made demands on each other, more like 
mighty potentates than focieties of merchants: yet we are not to be 
furprized thereat, when we confider their immenfe trade to and from 
India and Perfia, and that the feveral {pices of thofe days were in much : 
greater requeft than they are in our time. It is, however, more than 
probable that the pretenfions of both were exaggerated, although, by 
the iffue, the Dutch much more than the Englifh. So their vouchers 
and documents were referred to four commiffioners appointed by each 
company, who doubtlefs found it difficult enough to adjuft fuch intri- 
cate accounts and demands to the mutual fatisfaction of their conftitu- 
ents. Their award is dated 30th Auguft 1654, as in the third volume 
of the Collection of treaties, not only by virtue of powers from their 
re[pective companies, but likewife by the authority of the protector and 
of the ftates-general: being in fubftance, 

That, being defirous to reconcile and re-eftablifh a perpetual agree- 
ment between the two companies, they have decided and determined as 
follows, viz. 

1) We hereby make void, extinguith, obliterate, and altogether wipe 
out, and commit to oblivion, fo as never to be revived at any time, and 
upon. any pretence, by any perfon whatever, all the complaints, pri- 
tenfions, and controverfies, above mentioned, and all others whatloever 
which either company may have made on each other, of what kind ie- 
ever they may be. . 

Il) We decree, that the Dutch Eaf-India company ha!ll reftore to 


* This was a moft impudent demand, it heisg known that in the vear 1622 the Dutch company 
had completely expelled the Englifk from thofe iflmds, The demaad was for nu efs tnan Lg 10,408 


Merling, 4. 
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the Englith Eaft-India company the ifle of Poleroon in the ft 


now in. ; z 
Ill) We decree and ordain, that the Dutch compan 


Ra a y fhall a 
Englifh company here in London L85,000 fterling. ° PAY to the 
IV) As to the complaints and demands made in the name of re 
private Englifhmen, who complain of having received injury. and ai 
age at Amboyna in the years 1622-3, after having heard and am. 


ate it is 


; - : 5, and 
we being defirous that no relicts of complaint fhould remain, do, -h 

rdain,, 
foever,, 


i y or damage which 
they pretend to have fuffered at Amboyna in the year 1695 of ae 


Englifh ftile, and 1623 new ftile, may be made void, terminated, ang 
committed to oblivion. And that no perfon fhall enter any action on 
that account, nor moleft, difturb, or vex, the faid Dutch company, ‘nor 
any Dutchmen on that pretext. And, on the other hand, we alfo de. 
clare and ordain, that the faid Dutch company fhall pay here at Lon- 
don, before the firft of January next, the fum. of 13625 fterling, viz. 
to the nephew and adminiftrator of the effects of Gabriel Towerfon, late 
of Amboyna, deceafed, Ly7oo. And in like fort to the reprefentatives. 
of the other fufferers in. the cruel maflacre and tortures at Amboyna, 
fundry different fums: to make up the fum total of L3625. And on this 
confideration we infift that their aGtions or fuits be altogether fet afide: 
as cancelled, fo as never to be revived hereafter by any perfon whom- 
oever. 

In witnefs whereof we have fubferibed thefe prefents, and fealed them: 
with our feals, the 30th of Auguft, Englith file, 1654. 

$ Jobn Exton, &c. (L. S.): } 
Andrian Van Aelmonde, &c. (L. S.) 
< Upon this famous award, very little remark is neceflary. Certainly’ 
Cromwell had the Dutch at this time very much in his power: yet, oD’ 
the other hand,.it is certain, that the Dutch Eaft-India company hac: 
committed many outrages.on the Englifh:company, to their. very gt€4t 
damage, whereby they had. brought our company into very low: cit- 
cumftances, Tt is moreover but too evident, that even fuppofing oe 
facts alleged againft the Englifh at Amboyna had been all clearly made 
Out, yet the barbarities and cruelties committed there againft them 3 
Ee ue abfolutely unjuftifiable in the higheft degree.. But aN 
ot Amboyna has been fo frequently and unreafonably brousí 

on the flage again the whole Dutch nation, it is but reafonable 1t 
thould be hereafter buried in oblivion. 


This year an a& of the protector’s parliament limited’ the number of 
4. 
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hackney coaches within the cities of London and Weftminifter, and fix 
miles round the late lines of communication, to 300, and the hackney 
coach horfes to 600; the government and regulation of them with re- 
fpect to their ftands, rates, &c. to be in the court of aldermen of Lon- 
don. Every fuch coach to pay 20/yearly, for defraying the expenfe of 
regulating them. 

The fame year Cromwell and his parliament, confidering how incon- 
gruous it was, that vaffalage and fervile fuperiorities fhould remain in 
one part of the republic, whilft freedom, wealth, and commerce were 
fo much boafted of in the other part of it, enacted the total abolition 
thereof in Scotland. Had this been confirmed after the reftoration, and 
a law made for obliging landlords to grant, and for enabling tenants to 
take, by certain encouragements, long leafes of their farms, that coun- 
try would long before now have worn a more favourable afpe&. But, 
at the reftoration of King Charles II, fome evil-minded perfons about 


thé king poffeffed him with a notion that the fuperiorities, &c. were far 


from being a grievance to the crown, which might, by means of a few 

pentions, fuccefsfully make ufe of the vaflal clans for keeping the reft 

of Scotland in fubjection : in which they were not greatly miftaken. 
Cromwell now concluded a treaty of peace and alliance with King 


‘= John IV of Portugal, wherein were fundry advantageous articles with 


refpect to England’s freely trading to Brafil, &c. much more than fince, 
viz. the manner and times of unloading their cargoes, and of difpofing 
thereof, as well as of purchafing and loading their homeward-bound 
cargoes, as alfo for their freedom from troubles and lofles upon account 
of the inquifition there; the freedom alfo for the Englifh to trade to 
the Portuguefe colonies in India: and the fecurity of the goods of the 
Englifh dying in Portugal: which, being in part confirmed by fubfe- 
quent treaties, we need not now enlarge upon. [General colleétion of 
treaties, V. iti, p. 97-] 

Cromwell alfo this year concluded a treaty of peace and commerce 
with Denmark : whereby England was to be favoured as much in the 
cuftoms, tolls, &c. as the Dutch, or any other nation, the Swedes only 
excepted, who at this time paid no toll in pafling the Sound. Neither 
were the Englith fhips failing up the Elbe to Hamburgh to pay any toll 
or cuftom, nor to be fearched or ftopped at Gluckftadt, nor at any other 
fort er-place on the Elbe belonging to Denmark. [General collection of 
treaties, V. iji, p. 136, ed. 1732-] 3 

Although England long before this time had been in pofleffion of the 
greateft woollen manufacture of any nation whatever, and actually made 
the very fineft cloth as well as ftufis, &c. yet fuch was the induftry and 
application of the Dutch, that they had full the credit of dying and 
drefling our fine cloths better than our people could as yet do. Our fine 
white cloths were therefor for the moft part ftill fent over to Holland 


Vox. II. 3M 
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for that purpofe, and returned back to: England dyed and dreffeg 
accounts for an aflertion in an ingenious and judicious pam 

the Intereft of England confidered, [p. 5, ed. 1694] vız. * that not lh d, 
< '40 years before, our nobility and gentry were furnifhed from Hollans 
< with the fineft cloth.” Yet, foon after, our dyers and cloth-dreffers nd 
the better of this defect, although the Dutch fcarlets and blacks are ay 
by fome ftill to retain a fuperior credit even to this day. 

In this fame year fome of Cromwell’s {hips reduced the fo 
Scotia in the bay of Fundy, &c. which, in his treaty with F rance iñ the 
following year, he could not be brought to reftore. Yet Upon a re. 
monftrance to him from Monfieur de la Tour, fetting forth, that he had 
before made a purchafe of Nova-Scotia from the earl of Stirling, Crom- 
well confented to its being given up to him. In our times, fuch þar- 
gains of a fubje& to alienate to one of another nation any fuch con- 
fiderable part of the crown’s territory would not be deemed legal: but 
that country’s great importance was not well underftood till long after 
this time. Monfieur de la Tour, however, foon after fold Nova-Scotia 
to Sir Thomas Temple, who was both proprietor and governor of it till 
the reftoration of King Charles II. ity 

Tn the fame year Cromwell concluded a treaty of peace with Chriftina . 
queen of Sweden at Upfal; which, relating folely to the general free- 
dom of commerce and navigation on: both: fides, requires no particular 
recital. [General colleGion of treaties, V. iii, p- 89.] 

This year Cromwell, for the fupport of his own peculiar intereft, 
though much againft the true intereft of England, joined with France 
in a war againft Spain, which by this time had been already too much 
deprefled. This ill-advifed war occafioned large feizures of our effects 
in Spain, with great lofles at fea, and interrupted our profitable com- 
merce with that country, thereby alfo enabling the wifer Dutch to get 
furer footing in the Spanifh trade; and moreover, introducing into 
England a relith for French frippery, and, which was wortt of all, de- 


ftroying ftill more, in favour of F rance, the juft equilibrium of power 
in Europe. 


In this remarkable year, 
gradually loft all their other 


rts in Novą. 
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their capital was exhaufted, they having {pent thereon in all 168 millions 
of gilders, or about 16 millions fterling. Yet their remaining conquefts 
on the Guinea coaft have proved of infinite benefit to the Dutch com- 


merce, and would be ftill more fo, had they more colonies in Ame- 
rica. 


By the ereétion of this exclufive Weft-India company, fays De Witt | 
in his Intereft of Holland, we have quite loft our open trade to Guinea, - 


and that of falt in the Weft Indies. In another place he obferves, that 
whilft the Dutch were at war with Spain, the erection of their Eaft-In- 
dia and Weft-India companies was a neceffary evil, becaufe our people, 
fays he, [part i, c. xix] would be trading to fuch countries where our 
enemies were too {trong for particular adventurers. in order to lay the 
foundation of thofe trades by powerful armed focieties. But thofe trades 
being now well fettled, it may be juftly doubted whether the exclufive 
companies ought any longer to be continued. In Niewhoff’s fecond vo- 
lume of voyages it is afferted, that, when the Dutch in the year 1660 
yielded up all Brafil to Portugal, the Dutch were to receive eight millions 
of gilders, and alfo to be allowed a free trade to Portugal, Guinea, and 
Brafil, paying only the fame cuftom as the native Portuguefe: but this 
treaty is not now in force, and perhaps never exifted with all thefe ad- 
“vantages. : 

In the fame year a number of perfons of diftin@ion in London feem- 
ed earneftly to fet about the herring-fifhery : and for their encourage- 
ment the Englifh commonwealth granted them an exemption from the 
duties on falt and on naval ftores to be ufed in their fifhery. Collections 
were likewife made at London and other parts for erecting wharfs, 
docks, and ftorehoufes, and for purchafing ground for making and tan- 
ning their nets. Yet this attempt proved unfuccefsful. 

The expenfe of.the Englifh navy for the winter and the enfuing fum- 
mer was eftimated by the commiffioners of the admiralty to amount 
to - - ~ 850,610 0 © 

More for the fea ordnance - - - T 0320813 $8 

And if Admiral Blake’s and Admiral Penn’s fhips, 

&c. are to be kept up till the 1ft of Odtober, it will 


farther coft - - - 108,919 0 o 
More for the additional provifions of 1000 men 
more - - - 26,000 OO 


Total - Lı,048,737 13 8 


'LTourle, F. iti, p. 64-] 


1655.—The merchants of Amfterdam having heard that the lord 
Protector would diflolve the Eaft-india company at London, and declare 
the navigation and commerce to the Indies to be free and open, were 
3M2 
0 
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greatly alarmed, confidering fuch a meafure as ruinous to thet. 
Eaft-India company. [Letter 1 sth January, 1654-5, in Thur, Er Own 
p. 80.] : 6 iii 
This it feems was actually done about this time, but the 
thereby done to that trade obliged the protector to reinftate Tage 
pany, as we fhall fee, three years after this time. © com- 
The Dutch, who had fo great a fhare of the commerce of th 
tries bordering on the Baltic fhores, frequently interpofed in a coun. 
rels between the northern crowns, the conftant policy of ‘hive quar- 
being to preferve an equilibrium between thofe northern poteki 
the beft means to fupport the freedom of their great commerce : as 
countries. Particularly in the year 1655 the Dutch, jealous a ofe: 
great fuccefs of the Swedes againft Poland, ftirred up the kin g of gas 
mark againft them. But the Danes being worfted in this War rel 
Dutch fent a fleet, firft to the affiftance of the city of Dantzick cai 
ed by the Swedifh fleet, and next to relieve Copenhagen, befie caves 
the Swedifh fleet, with which the Dutch had a fea-fight, heer th W/ 
loft two admirals, but gained their main point of raifing the fiege 7 
Copenhagen. The Dutch alfo were affifting to the Danes in the follow- 
ae ee a a oon o Sweden near the Sound, which, in the 
nd, brought about a peace betw EA 
ete C Vi, $ 16] EA eke Ore Kingdome: [Pufendorf 
ety Re et ot al Europe, but more efpecially of 
fhemorther ae MALES oF 1t, that a juft balance be preferved between 
rn potentates, fo as no one of them be permitted to fwallow 
He We even to be greatly fuperior to, the reft. 
tion T E D re ce England’s grievance difcovered in rela- 
were ufually fold eon be ifhed this year, that coals from Newcaftle 
wae deea Sees SS A the chaldron. The fcope of this author 
Durham might have crs Northumberland and of the bifhopric of 
fhips, and have a oah 3 C ae conis diregly to the miii a 
whereby, fays he, coals sett pan with leave to lay ballaft Hg 
the year round : whereas 1 e brought down to 20/ the chaldron al 
coals to the maviftrar ane the owners of coaleries muft firfl fell thet 
fhips, the al of T Newcaftle, the magiftrates to the mafters 0 
the confumers ; every ae o kont wharfingers, and thefe laft to 
the coals, By having a fren ae property enhancing the D x 
provifions would be had a bo a Dn: zo ur n Ea a 
above goo fail, and alfo. fou z r for the multitude of fhipping, being 
bought dire@ily from the fi e inhabitants there: and that coals being 
ages to London in a sae x band, there might be as many more voy- 
ar as now they make. That there are account 


ed at Newcaft k ; l 
tle 320 keels, or lighters, each of which carries yearly 800 


chaldrons o T 
q F coals, Newcaftle meafure, on board the fhips; and that 
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136 chaldrons of Newcaftle meafure are equal to 217 chaldrons of Lon- : 
don meafure. s Í 
To what this author fo plaufibly alleges we need only to add, that 
the enhanced price of coals fince his time is really become a great bur- 
den to our commercial and manufacturing people, and to all the in- 
duftrious poor in and near London, and that it would be doing very- 
great fervice to trade, if a method could be found out for reducing it, 
and even for fixing them to a ftandard price if poflible; which, with: 
certain neceflary regulations therein,. fome have been of opinion might 
be effected in peaceable times at leaft.. It feems indeed worthy of our 
Jegiflature’s confideration, that two millions at leaft, of people fhould no 
longer have fo grievous a monopoly lying upon them, and on com- 
merce, merely for aggrandizing a few families: and this of late years a 
fhamefully-increafing monapoly too: f 
While Cromwell was deliberating on the different propofals of France 
and Spain to gain him to their fide (fays the author. of his life, publifh-- 
ed in 1741), one Gage, who had been a Romifh prieft, but now was- 
become a proteflant, returned fromthe Spanifh Weft-Indies, where he 
had refided many years, and gave the-protector fo particular an account 
of the wealth, as well as feeblenefs, of the Spaniards: in. thofe parts, as 
induced him to determine on an attempt to conquer both-the iflands of. 
Hifpaniola andCuba; as his fuccefs therein, according. to Gage, would make 
the reft of Spanifh America an eafy conqueft: and as, moreover Simon. 
de Cafferes,a Spaniard, had alfo been confulted init. Vice-admiral Penn’ 
was thereupon fent out with. 30 fhips of war and about 4000 land forces:. 
but neither France nor Spain could penetrate into its deftination. The 
troops landed on Hifpaniola, near St. Domingo, but in an improper part 
of the ifland ; and marching without proper guides through thick woods, 
&c. 600 of our men were flain by the Spaniards, with. Major-general 
Holmes; whereupon they embarked with the remainder, and failed for 
Jamaica ; ‘ a place, as Colonel Modyford writes from Barbados, [ Zhurloe,. 
‘ P. iii, p. 565] far more proper for our purpofes by fituation than either 
-+ Hifpaniola or Porto-Rico ; far more: convenient for attempts on the 
‘ Spanifh fleets, and more efpecially for the Carthagena fleet. Crom- 
well’s intention was not abfolutely fixed to any particular place in the 
Weft-Indies: his inftru@tions to General Venables being difcretionary.. 
It was even left to his judgment,.whether to attempt Carthagena, the 
Havannah, or Porto-Rico, or to fettle on fome part of the Terra Firma 
to the windward of Carthagena. They arrived at Jamaica on the 3d of 
May 1656, and marched direétly to its capital St. Jago, fram whence 
the Spaniards fled to the mountains and other inacceffible places with. 
their beft effeéts, and after fome: time retired to: the ifland of Cuba, 
flaves in the woods to harafs the Englifh, till they fhould. 
But the Englifh at Jamaica being recruited 


leaving their 
Teturn and relieve them. 
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-with fhips and troops from England, the Spaniards, after 
fli&s, were obliged to abandon the ifland entirely. When t 
was firft undertaken, the Spaniards at Jamaica did not ¢ 
fons in number, with about as many negros. Columbus jn the ye 
1494 found it a pleafant and populous ifland; but the Spaniards 3 
faid (even by their own authors) to have put to death No fewer tha 
.60,000 of the natives of that ifland, and rooted out the remainder be 
fore the Englifh conquered it. > 
Simon de Cafferes alfo laid before the prote@or the following 
fcheme, viz. ; j - S 
* With four men of war only, and four fhips with Provifions, a 
nition, and roco foldiers, to fail into- the South fea, 
‘ Horn, and fo pafiing by Baldivia in Chili. (from which p 


¢ 


fundry Con, 
i his Congue 
Xceed T5009 Der 


MMY- 
round Cape 


/ x ort the Spa- 
niards had long before been driven) the kingdom of Chili might be 


conquered from Spain. Our people to rendezvous at the ifle of La 
‘ Mocha, where they might victual and water, as there were none but 
“ Indians there; and as Chili abounds more with gold and provifions 
` than any other part of America, and has a wholefome climate; as 
* moreover the Chilians are the moft warlike of any American people, 
* and are mortal foes to the Spaniards, by reafon of their former cruel- 
` ties, they probably would gladly fide with any people inclinable to 
* drive the Spaniards quite out of their country. That if this projeé 
“ fhould fucceed, it would diftrefs Spain in the moft fenfible and leaft- 
* guarded part. That the fhips of war above mentioned would ferve to 
* feize on the Spanith treafure going annually from Chili to Arica, and 
© thence by Lima and Guyaquil, to Panama, and fo over land to 
* Porto-Bello in the Weft-Indies, as well as to feize on the two yearly 
* rich Acapulco fhips. Cafferes for thefe purpofes undertook to engage 
‘ in Holland fome of thofe who went in Brouwer’s expedition againft 
* Baldivia.” [Tburle, V. iv, p. 62.] Neverthelets this, like all our for- 
mer propofed expeditions into the South fea, was not found likely to 
anfwer: partly on account of the great dangers in a moft tempeftuous 
ocean; the inconftancy of the climate when there; and the almoft m- 


fuperable difficulties which would be occafioned by being quite out 0 
the reach of friendly ports. 


Cromwell appointe 


é 


c 


: d his fon Richard, with many lords of his count! 
judges, and gentlemen, and about twenty merchants of London, Yor 
Newcaftle, Yarmouth, Dover, &c. to meet and confider by what mean 
the traffic and Navigation of the republic might be beft promoted an 
regulated, and to report, &c.* [Thurloe, V. iv, joe Ujel] 
* A letter from the Hå i Sema inal. So that 
e ; gue in the year 16 ‘ glad to fee, that it was only nominal.» i 
iaa the following remark upon a former Committe c Se hope, in time thofe of London will forge pe 
Baie pocmtiee for trade was fome time fince eredt- © ever they were merchants? [ Thurloe, y. ue ee ye 
* edm England, which, we then feared, would have On fome occafions this fevere remark has be 


‘ geet © 
proved very prejudicial to our fate; but we are ther too much verified. 4. 
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The Swedifh refident in Holland this year reprefented, that the com- 
miffioners of the Dutch Weft-India company in New-Netherland (now 
New-York) did in this fummer aflault the Swedith colony there by 
force of arms ; took their forts, drove away the inhabitants, and wholely 


difpoflefled the Swedifh company of their diftri@ ; although it be true and- 


without difpute, that the Swedes did acquire that fort which they pof- 
fefled by the jufteft title (optimo titulo juris), and did buy it of the na- 
tives; and in confequence have had pofleffion of it for feveral years, 
without the Dutch Weft-India company ever before pretending any 
right thereto. Therefor thie refident, in his mafter’s name, demanded 
that the Swedifh company might have it reftored to them, &c. [Thur- 
loe, V. iv, p. 599.] 

Among Cromwell’s inftructions in this year for the council of Scot- 

land, we find the following very good one, viz. ‘ that in regard there be 
‘ a great many hofpitals and other mortifications (mortmains) in Scot- 
‘ land, you are therefor to take fpecial notice and confideration of the 
fame; and fee them particularly employed for the benefit of the poor, 
and other pious ufes for which they were firft appointed ; and to obey. 
every other thing for the relief of the poor in the feveral parithes, that 
fo none go a-begging, to the feandal of the chriftian profeffion :- but 
each parifh to maintain its own poor.’ [Thurloe, V. iii, p: 497.] 
The ftates of Holland this year reduced the intereft of money due by. 
them, from 5 to 4 per cent, whereby they faved 1,400,000 gilders per 
annum. And De Witt on this very point obferves, that by the zeal of 
their good rulers an expedient was found to difcharge the province of 
Holland of 140 millions of gilders, (or nearly about 14.millions fter- 
ling) by reducing the yearly. intereft thereof from 5 to 4 per cent, and 
employing the yearly advance of it toward difcharging the principal, 
which hereby will all be paid off in twenty-one years. [Jntereft of Hol- 
land, p. 4.66. | 

This was probably the firft national finking fund ever fet on foot in 
Europe. DeWitt adds on this fubject, < that what is moft to be gloried 
‘ in is, that though the greateft part of the regents of-Holland had lent 
a configerable part of their property to that province, neverthelefs, 
the confideration of their own profit did not hinder them from cut- 
ting off a fifth part of their revenue for the neceflary fervice of the ` 
“public.’? Here that able author was perhaps fomewhat miftaken in his 
great glorying; fince poflibly thofe felf-denying regents could not well 
tell where to get an higher intereft for their money elfewhere, had they 
been inftantly paid off, «s was afterwards the parallel cafe of the pope’s 
fnking fund, in the year 1686, (of which in its place) and of the feveral : 
tranches of our own national finking-fund from 1717 downward... _ 

Mr. Prideaus, the Englith Ruflia company’s agent at Archangel, Tent 
to Cromwell an account of the exports from Archangel in that fame- 


A. D. 1655. 


fo far as the date of his letter, Auguft 15, amountin 

les, valuing two rubles, (then) equal to Lr {terling, ce to 
at this day of a much {maller value. The ae articles then ane 
ed were potafhes, caviare, tallow, hides, ables, and cable-yarn, Te 
reft were coarfe linen, bed-feathers, tar, linen-yarn, beef, thubarb, Pee 
fian-filk, cork, bacon, cordage, fkins of {quirrels and cats, bee ia 
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year, 1655, 
660,000 rub 


: . zins, {wan and geefe dow <- Wax, 
hogs briftles, mice and goats fkins, RO n, goofe an 
duck feathers, candles, &c. [Thurle, V. 1, p. 713.) It is Prob i 


that the rife of the new city of Peterfburg, and the fubjeGion of the 


ports of Livonia to Ruffia, have contributed to diminifh the trade of 1 

; Archangel. 

= This fame year Cromwell concluded a treaty of peace and commerce 

t with the minifters of King Lewis XIV of France, a minor. What re- 

; lates to our main fubject follows, viz. 

E. Article V) The people of England, Scotland, and Ireland, may im- 

Se port into France all their manufactures of wool and filk, and may fell 

l them there without forfeiture or penalty. Provided, cloths ill-made or 

3 unfafhionable be carried back into England, without paying any duty 


for the fame. Provided alfo, that the fubjects of France may as freely 
import into England, and fell their wines and manufactures of.wool and 
filk: and that the fubjeéts of both contracting parties fhall be kindly 
treated, and enjoy like privileges with other foreigners. 

XXIV) Relates to prizes taken at fea, on both fides, fince the year 
1640, the determination whereof, if not finifhed by commiffioners 
within fix months and a fortnight, fhall be referred to the arbitration of 
the republic of Hamburgh. 

XXV) And whereas the three forts of Pentacoet, St. John, and 
Port-Royal, lately taken by England in America (i. e. in Nova-Scotia) 
would be reclaimed by the French ambaflador, and the commiflioners 
of his highnefs, the protector, would argue, from certain reafons, that 
they ought to be detained, it is agreed to refer this point likewife to 
the commiffioners and arbitrators in the preceding article. [General 
collection of treaties, V. iti, p. 149. | 

Againft the conclufion of this treaty, King Philip IV of Spain had 
ftrongly remonftrated by two ambafladors to the protector, fhewing that 
a France had fecretly fomented all the confpiracies againft his life and g0- 
3 vernment; while on the contrary, Spain had been the firft potentate 
which recognized the Englifh republic: and his catholic majefty per 
ceiving that the treaties with Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and Portug® 
were concluded, that with France fo forward, and the treaty with him 
the only one deferred, at which all mankind were furprifed, the fal 
ambafladors had orders to prefs the conclufion of it. And that ™ Oe 
his highnefs inclines to recover Calais, Spain will join her forces to mo 
of England, both by fea and land, for that end. Provided England Y 

3 
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affift the prince of Condé with fhips and troops to land him at Bordeaux 
or elfewhere, fo as he may have footing in France, &c. [General coll. 
f of treaties, V. iii, p. 146.] But Cromwell’s particular intereft, as before 
noted, outweighed his concern for the true intereft of England : for the 
fecret article in the above treaty with France overbalanced all other 
confiderations, viz. France’s engaging that King Charles II and his bro- 
thers the dukes of York and Gloucefter, the marquis of Ormond, Sir 
Edward Hyde, and fifteen more lords and gentlemen therein named, 
J fhould be obliged to leave France within forty days after the ratification 
of the treaty. Thus did Cardinal Mazarine meanly abandon the Eng- 
lifh royal family and their friends, purely to enable France farther to 
weaken Spain, already too much enfeebled, and the balance of power in 
Europe thereby farther endangered. Upon this treaty the king of 
“Spain feized upon all the effects of the Englifh merchants in his domi- 
nions, to a confiderable value; and by this war with Spain the Dutch 
obtained a valuable commerce with that country, formerly enjoyed by 
the Englith. . ; 

In proportion as the Spanifh monarchy declined; the French increafed 
in power, riches, commerce, and territory. France hitherto found it 
her intereft to keep fair with the Dutch, as well on account of their fhip- 
ping, which was undoubtedly very great at this time, as for the incre- 
dible quantity of French manufaétures and produé which the Dutch 
took off, and difperfed all over Europe. But when Cromwell had now 
entered into clofe meafures with the cardinal-minifter Mazarine, France 
then began to treat the Dutch with lefs ceremony, and to eftablifh com- 
panies of merchants at home for the herring, cod, and whale fifheries ; 
and to prevent the importation of whale-fins and train-oil by foreigners. 


France alfo laid a duty of fifty fols per ton on all foreign fhips, both 
coming into and going out of her fea-ports. 

This year the Jews found means to perfuade Cromwell to re-admit them 
to fettle in England (although the long parliament had before refufed FN 
it) being juft 365 years fince their expulfion by King Edward I. ‘The CA 
protector it is faid had been perfuaded by them and their friends, that ` 
commerce, by their re-admiffion, would be fo far improved as to in- 
creafe his revenue L1o0,000 per annum. Cn the other hand, the fa- 
` mous William Prynn, and*feveral others, at this time publifhed treaties 
- againtt re-admitting the Jews, fhewing the mifchiefs which that un- 
happy people have occafioned in all the countries wherein they have been 
tolerated. In their favour Menafleh Ben Ifracl, an eminent Jew, who 
filed himfelf a divine and a door of phyfic, addrefled the proteéor 
and commonwealth in this fame year, in the following artful {train : 
-* Our people did in their own minds prefage that the kingly government, 

‘ being now changed into that of a commonwealth, the antient hatred 
“ towards them would alfo be changed into good-will; and that thofe 
Vou. II, sN 
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< rigorous laws made under the kings againft fo innocent a People wa, 
£ happily be repealed: fo that we hope now. for better treatment fel 
© your gentlenefs and goodnefs; fince; from the beginnin of yous om. 
‘ yernment of this commonwealth, your highnefs hath profefieg mee 
‘ refpe& and favour towards us. Wherefor, I humbly intreat me 
‘ highnefs that you would, with a gracious eye, have a regard to ys a 
‘ our petition, and grant unto us, as you have done unto others, the fre 
‘ exercife of our religion; that-we may have our fynagogues A i 
‘ keep our own public worfhip, as our brethren do in Italy, ee 
‘ Poland, and many other places; and we {hall pray for the happineg 
‘ and peace of this your much renowned and puiffant commonwealth? 
He proceeds to fhew, that other ftates have thought It their interef to. 
encourage the Jews in their dominions; as, for inftance, the king of: 
Denmark invited them to fettle at Gluckftadt in Holftein; the duke of 
Savoy, at Nice; the duke of Modena, at Reggio; and in India there are 
four fynagogues at Cochin for the ufe of the Jews, a fourth part of 
whom are of a white complexion, and the other three quarters are 
tawny. That in Perfia there are great numbers of Jews, and many of 
them in great favourat court. That in Turkey they are moft numer. 
ous, many of them living in great ftate, and in favour with the fultan 
and his bafhaws ; there being in Conftantinople alone 48: fynagogues ; in. 
Salonichi 36; and above 80,000 Jews in thofe two cities. ‘hat in all 
the Turkifh dominions their number amounts to many millions of 
people. Next, he refutes all the accufations againft the Jews, and fhews 
the damage which accrued to Spain and Portugal by banithing the Jews 
out of their dominions; and the great benefit, in point of revenue, to 
the public, and in refpect to the increafe of commerce and manufac- 
tures, which would accrue by re-admitting them : fo that in conclufion, 
they were re-admitted, and have remained in England ever fince, though 
not in fuch: great numbers as in fome other parts.. P 
The republic of Tunis not only refufed to comply with Admiral 
Blake’s juft demands in behalf of the Englith commerce, (who was then 
with a {quadron in the Mediterranean for ‘watching the motions: of the: 
French fleet). but even treated his propofals with much infolence and: 
contumely: and. we learn by that great admiral’s letter to ey 
‘{quadron into the harbour of a o 
being nine in number; with the !o!s 3 
only twenty-five men killed; and then, having reduced them.to reato 
e returned to Cagliari. in Sardinia, whence he dates that letter. [7/u” 


e, F. iii, p. 390.) He afterwards brought Algiers and Tripoli goe 
terms of peace. 


In India the Dutch t 
efe 


guele; and in the- foll 
Columbo, their capita 


rino, and burnt all their fhips; 


his year took the city. of Calecut from the ma e 
owing year (1656) they alfo deprived the E 
L fettlement in Ceylon, and thereby became 
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ters of the coafts of that fruitful ifland, and of the whole cinnamon 

ae trade; as they before were of the nutmegs, mace, and cloves. Pepper 
was now the only fpice that remained uningrofled by them, becaufe it 

grows in too many diftant parts of India to be ingroffled by any one 
potentate. In 1658 the.Dutch took Manaar and Jafnapatnam from the 

Portuguefe, by which, and other conquefts needlefs to be enlarged on, 

the Portuguefe were foon confined to their fettlements on this fide of 

cape Comorin. And thus the Dutch made themfelves ample amends 

for their Weft-India company’s loffes at Brafil. 

The old ftadthoufe at Amfterdam being thought too mean for the 
grandeur of that moft opulent city, the two great commercial compa- 
nies of the Eaft and Weft Indies undertook to ere@ a new one: it was 
begun in 1648, sand completed in this year 1655; and may truely be 
termed the pride and glory of that city and province, being by far the 
moft noble and fuperb ftrudure in all Europe of that kind; ferving for 
a fenate-houfe and bank. Whole volumes have been employed in the 
defcription of its archite@ture and beauty. 

1656.—Charles Guftavus king of Sweden, being now at war with 
John Cafimir king of Poland; the ftates-general of the United pro- 2 
vinces, apprehenfive of the difadvantage of that war to the commerce 
of their fubjedts in the Baltic, fent thither Admiral Opdam with a fleet, 
which, over-awing both thofe kings, brought on the treaty of peace at 
Elbing in Pruffia. This condué of the Dutch was agreeable, as we 
have before noted, to the general tenor of their politics, with regard to 
preferving an equilibrium between the potentates bordering on the 
Baltic fhores. 

The commerce of Amfterdam was by this time fo much increafed 
that, for the enlargement of that city, a great fpace of ground was now 

,inclofed and built on. And the whole city, thus enlarged, was now g 
furrounded-with new walls of brick with ftone gates. This, it is ap-- $ 
prehended, is the laft great enlargement of Amfterdam, in refpe& of 
private buildings; but it received a great addition to the ftrength of its 
fortifications when the French invaded Holland in the year 1672. 

No marvel then if the Grand-penfionary De Witt, in his book of the 
Intereft of Holland, in the year 1669, obferves * that Amfterdam is a 
‘ city of greater traffic, and Holland a richer merchandizing country 
‘ than ever was in the world. Their fituation for an eafy and quick 
‘ communication with all the coafts of Friefeland, Overyflel, Guelder- 

‘land, and North-Holland; their fituation alfo for receiving the ; 

‘ filhery, and for a repofitory for all forts of merchandize to be after- 

* wards re-fhipped to all parts of the world, as demands may offer, and 

‘ for fetting out fhips to freight, are great advantages. “Then their ac- 

$ quiring the whole {pice trade of India, and a great Weft-India trade ; f 
“ the whale fithery; the trade in Italian wrought filks, which the Ger- 
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«mans were wont to bring by land-carriage from Italy, until the 
© man wars loft them that trade ; and afterwards their manna zer, 
© the raw filk themfelves; their woollen manufacture : and in fh urin 
« obferves, the Hollanders had at this time well nigh beaten 


« by traffic, out of the feas, and become the only carri 


E he 
all Nations 
? 


ers of Zo 
l this 
Witt! 


ntile grande; 
’ 


faid, even by the great, and otherwife cool and moderate, De 
And, indeed, it isa moft fhining picture of their merca 
long fince in its wane, as we have elfewhere noted. 

We have alfo, in this fame year, an authentic flatement of t 
navy of the Dutch, in a letter from Sluyce in Dutch Flanders, in April 
1656, importing, that they had ror fhips of war in their fevera] ports 
including 8 fhips with Admiral de Ruyter at Cadiz. That their firft-rate 
fhips had 72, 74, 76 port-holes; the fecond-rates 60; and the third- 
rates 52 port-holes or guns. [Thurloe, V. iv, p. 732.] This is an unde- 
niable proof that fhips of war in thofe days were confiderably inferior 
to our modem floating caftles. We are here alfo to note, that, fince the 
Dutch admiral’s remonftrances to their mafters, that in their laft war 
with England their fhips were too {mall, they were built confiderably, 
-larger. 

We find alfo a ftatement of the naval ftrength of Spain, in a letter of 

intelligence dated in January. It fays, © that they are now preparing’ 
“at Cadiz for a war-againft England ; that they have there from 50 to: 
& 60 thips of war, 30 gallies, and 30 fire-fhips ; but the want of money: 
‘ doth much hinder and trouble them, which they endeavour to ‘bor 
‘ row of merchants, &¢. to pay when the galleons arrive; but if thefe 
* do not foon arrive, the kingdom will be in a miferable condition.’ 
[Thurloe, V. iv, $. 419.] This isa true, but melancholy, picture of the’ 
tate of Spain fo early as at that time ; yet its mifery gradually increafed’ 
till the death of King Charles IE in the beginning of the eighteenth: 
century. 

Although Jamaica had been fo eafily won by the Englifh, yet, 0n oe 
return of the fleet, the protector, provoked at the difafter at Hifpaniola, 
tent both Penn and Venables to the tower. On the other hand, Span, 
refenting this attack, declared war: againtt England. Hereupo? the: 
brave Englifh admiral, Blake, attacked the Spanifh plate fleet nea? the 
ne of Cadiz; and burnt or funk all of them, excepting only one which 
e ee eae taken and brought to Portfmouth, 1 

Inaon a A of two millions of dollars. i 
Amen aa n 2 e i ngland s rights to the northern Sg a 
Bi ok te ee et s is obferved, * that the Dutch, T a them 
Toone Pa eir. W eft-India company’s charter, ena we: oe 
‘ Spain) had fettled ney could. in America from their Pensa a “hoy 

in the north part of Virginia ;. that. at 1 


he public 
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called their fettlement New Virginia; but becaufe they would make 
“it as much Dutch as they could, they had but very lately called it New 
Nedderlandt, and fo named it in all their new maps*. It is com- 
< monly reported, that, by the permiffion of King James I, they had 
‘ granted from him, to their ftates only, a certain ifland ; called there- 
* for by them Staten (or States) ifland, on that coaft, as a watering 
place for their Weft-India fleets” [Zhurloe, V. v, p. 81.] 

From hence, it is natural to conclude that this fuppofed allowance of 
that king (of which, however, we can no where find a proper evidence) 

to water at Staten ifland, encouraged fo adventurous a people to take 

the liberty of fettling on the neighbouring continent, from whence they 

were not quite expelled till the year 1667, when it was exchanged for 

the colony of Surinam. 

The protector and his parliament now ereéted a new general poft- 
office for the commonwealth of the three kingdoms, on much the fame ° 
plan as three years before, and in the main, as till lately in our days. 
Single letters as far as 80 miles for twopence; farther threepence; to 
Scotland fourpence; and double letters twice as much. Thefe regula- 
tions were confirmed at the reftoration of King Charles I. 

The humour of reftraining the increafe of buildings in ‘and near 
London on new foundations, begun by Queen Elizabeth in the early 
times of commerce, and continued in the two next reigns, was now re- 
vived by the protector and his parliament, by their act [c. 24] the preamble 
of which runs thus : ‘ Whereas, the great and exceflive number of houfes, 
‘ edifices, out-houtes, and cottages, erected and new-built in and about 
‘the fuburbs of the city of London, is found to be very mifchievous 
‘ and inconvenient, and a great annoyance and nuifance to the com- 
‘ monwealth, &c. they now lay a duty of one year’s rent on all houfes 
‘ and edifices ere@ed an new foundations in the fuburbs, or within ten 
t miles of the walls of London, fince the year 1620, not haying for 
“acres of freehold land‘laid to the fame. And a fine of Lroo is alfo 
‘ hereby laid on all new edifices which fhaill, from 1657, be erected 
< within the faid limits, on new foundations, not having four acres laid 
‘ thereto, as' aforefaid. Moreover, all houfes, within the faid limits, 
‘ -fhall hereafter be ‘built of brick or ftone upright, and without butting 
- or jetting out into the ftreet.’ Out of this act were excepted, the build- 
ings’ belonging to the feveral city hofpitals; the earl of Clare’s new 
market (now called Clarc-market) in Clement’s-inn-fields, juft then 
built; the ftreets about Lincoln’s-inn-fields, then alfo in hand; Horley- 
down buildings, for the benefit of the poor of St. Olave’s parifh in South- 
wark; Bangor-court, in Shoe-lane, then about to be built upon the fite 
_of the -bifhop of Bangor’s houfe and garden, &c.; and all buildings be> - 


n 


. 


* Jr is now called New-York. 4. 
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low London bridge, and within two furlongs of ithe river Tham es, he 

longing to mariners, fhip-builders, oc wives z widows ; and fome foxy 

other places. By this act we find that CG are-market m the fields, then call l 

ed Clement’s-inn-fields, was but juft finifhed ; and itis hereby declare a 

be a common and free market on every Tuefday, Thurfday, and Sat 

day: but part of Stanhope-ftreet adjoining was not yet quite built ona 

-were all the buildings adjoining to Lincoln’s-inn-fields as yet finitheg. 
By Scobel’s Collection of acts and ordinances. of parliament, Sion 

1640 to 1656) we learn, that the whole charge of the public in this xe 

1656, in England [c. 6] was fixed at L1,300,000, viz. 1,000,084 

for the navy and army, and L300,000 for the fupport of the civil go, 

vernment. No part of this fum was raifed by a land-tax, 
And the parliament [c. 4] abolifhed all tenures in capite b 


í : Y knights- 
fervice, and by foccage in chief, and laid afide the courts. of w 


, vards and 
liveries. They alfo enacted [c. 5] that none fhould dig within the 
hhoufes or lands of any perfon for faltpetre, without leave fir obtained, ° 


This aå relating to digging for faltpetre removed a grievance which 
King Charles I impofed on his fubjedts, throughout his reign, of enter- 
ing and digging for it everywhere, without afking leave. 
i na There had been a general treaty of alliance concluded between Crom- 
$ well and Queen Chriftina of Sweden, in the year 16 54. But matters 
relating to commerce and navigation were then deferred to a more con- 
‘venient time: fo Cromwell's commiflioners in this year figned a treaty 
with the minifters of King Charles Guftavus of Sweden, wherein what 
relates to commerce is as follows, 
Article IX) ‘ As to commerce 
* prefsly provided by law, that th 
“ befides thall be impowered to't 


t 


to be carried on in America, it is ex- 
e fubjeéts of no other ftate or republic 

rade there in common, without a fpe- 
cial licence; but if any of the king of Sweden's fubje@ts, furnifhed 
with his recommendations, fhall privately folicit fuch licence of the 
lord proteétor to trade to any of thofe (Englith) colonies, he will, in 


* this refpedt, comply with the defire of his Swedith majefty, as far as 
the ftate of his affairs will permit. 

X) < It thall be free for the fubje€s of Sweden to fifh and catch her- 
tings, &c. in the feas and on the coafts which are in the dominion of 


this republic ; Provided the fhips fo employed do not exceed 1000 in 
aa ~ number: and no charges fhal] be demanded, of thofe Swedith fithers, 
K: ‘ by the fhips of war of this 


republic ; but al] {hall be treated courteoully 
; and amicably, and fhall be even allowed to dry their nets on the fhore, 
i “ and to -purchafe neceflaries l 
The reft of this treaty re 
} Ships of war an i 
plying Spain with naval ftor 
EGeneral coll f treaties, V ii 


t 
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Upon this treaty and fome prior ones we may here briefiy remark, 


that Cromwell and the parliament affected to be as pundtilious and pe-: 


remptory, in refpeét to their dominion in the four feas furrounding 
reat Britain and Ireland, as even the moft pofitive and determined of 
the Englifh monarchs. ; 

1657.—All that part of Pruffia lying eaft of the Viftula, which till 
lately was called ducal (in contradiftin@tion from the other part called 
royal, as being immediately under fubjeGtion to the crown of Poland) 
had, ever fince the year 1525, been vefted in the houfe of Brandenburg, 
with the title of a dukedom, though ftill owning fome kind of vaflalage 
to the king and republic of Poland, till the year 1657, when the later 
gave up all kind of claim on it; and the elector of Brandenburg was 
now vefted with fovereign and independent dominion over that duchy,. 
fince erected into a kingdom in the perfon.of Frederic I.. 

In this laft year of the renowned Admiral Blake’s life, he deftroyed a 
fecond Spanifh plate fleet, (faid to be much richer than that of the pre- 
ceding year) at Tenerif, one of the Canary ifles, burning, finking, &c. 
every hip of that fleet.. This great admiral’s death was reckoned an ir 


reparable lofs to the proteétor and to his country. Amongft feveral other: 


great things faid of him, even by the earl of Clarendon, his following 
encomium on him is well worth our notice, viz. < that he was the firft 
man who brought fhips to contemn caftles on fhore, which had been 
ever thought very formidable, and were difcovered by him to make a 


"He was the firft that infufed that proportion of courage into the fea- 

men, by making them fee by experience what mighty things they 
‘could do if they they were refolved, and taught them to fight in fire 
as well as upon water. And although he had been very well imitated 
‘and followed, he was-the firft that gave the example of that kind of 
naval courage, and bold and refolute achievements.’ 


Ss AS eR Rm RA HK A 


From March 1638 to May 1657, (according to the author of the. 


Happy future ftate of England) there was coined in the tower of Lon- 


don, in gold and filver, the fum of L7;733,521-: 13:43 ‘ England alone: 
‘ (fays that author) having, till the peace of Munfter, in 1648, enjoyed. 


*almoft the whole manufacture, and the. beft part of the trade, of Eu- 
* rope.’ j 

ie a letter written by General Monk from Scotland; to Secretary 
Thurloe, in September 1657, there is the following memorable para- 
graph: ‘ J underftand the Portugal ambaflador is come to London ; and 
“ I make no queftion but he.will be defiring fome favour from my lord. 
* protector.. There is a caftle in the ftraits mouth which the Portugals: 
-“ have, called Tanger,.on Barbary fide,.and-which if they would part 
` withal, ic would be very ufeful to us; and they make little ufe of it, 
t unle(s it be for getting of blackamoors; for which his highnefs may. 

4 


noifé only, and to frighten thofe who could rarely be hurt by. them.. 


“be! 
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« give them leave to trade for. An hundred men will keep the 


< and half a dozen frigates there would ftop the whole trade in the Sule 


? 


. ` . tr G 
€ to fuch as fhall be enemies to us.’ [Thurloe, V. vi, Pp. 505 traits 


ears that a fortified poft at the entry of the Mediterranean w 
thought a defirable object for England: an this Propofal of 
Monk’s very probably occafioned the ftipulation for this port a 
five years afterwards, to be a part of Queen Catharine's Marriage por 
tion, as it accordingly was. Yet this fame General Monk afterwards 
found a confiderable garrifon little enough to defend it againft the con- 
tinual attacks of the Moors. i 

De Witt, in his Intereft of Holland, juftly remarks, * that although 
‘ their fhips trading into the Mediterranean thould be well guarded b 
‘ convoys againft the Barbary pirates, yet it would by no means be pro- 
‘ per to free that fea of thofe pirates ; becaufe (fays he) we fhould here- 
‘ by be ptt upon the fame footing with the Eaftlanders, Englith, Spa- 
‘ miards, and Italians: wherefor it is beft to leave that thorn in the fides 
‘ of thofe nations, whereby they will be diftrefled in that trade; while 
we by our convoys ingrofs all the European traffic and navigation to 
<“ Holland,’ 

By the experience of the ill effects of former negligence, and the help 
of the port of Gibraltar, we have in our own times greatly gained ground 
upon Holland in this particular refpect. Fas off, et ab bofte doceri*. 

Secretary Thurloe received a letter from Leghorn, acquainting him 
that the Hollanders were making a plantation between Surinam and 
Carthagena in the Wett-Indies, aiming chiefly to trade with the Spa- 
niards; for which purpofe they were fending thither twenty-five.fami- 
lies of Jews. <‘ If (fays this letter-writer) our planters at Surinam took 
* the fame courfe, it would be much to their advantage ; for the Span- 

*aards there are in moft extreme want of all European commodities.’ 
[Thurloe, V. vi, p. 825.] This was probably a project for fettling on the 
Terra-firma, from which they were. faid to be afterwards driven. Unlels, 
perhaps, Curagoa be hereby meant, which is a {mall ifle near that coalt, 
poffefled by the Dutch, and very commodioufly fituated for that {mug- 
gling trade, the Jews there being faid to be both rich and numerous; 
and the Dutch colonies extremely populous and well fortified. It 4S 
probably fettled before this time, as were alfo, above 25 years before, 
Np e Palenie Ta it, named Aruba; and Bonaire, oe 
ducet, i ga produces plenty of cotton ; and the other tw Be 
: me mgar; and though Curagoa be but about 13 leagues 1 C i 
aoe ag e aet ase ppstdhants are faid to be very rich oy ee ; 
fo that it is deemed one of chen Lore eon European goods and nee 
cemed one of their beft colonies in America. 


O It ap- 
as then 
General 
nd Caftle 


It is right to learn even from an enemy. 
ASEAN : 3 
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The following is the eftimate of the public expenditure and revenue 
of England, Ireland, and Scotland, for the year ending 1ft November 


1657. 
The charge of the fea - - - L.994,500 


© o 
Ditto of the army in the three kingdoms 1,132,489 O o 
Ditto of the civil government - - 200,000 0O O 


Total 2,326,989 0 o 


The prefent revenue, viz. - 
The affeflment in England, Scotland, and Ireland 1,464,000 


; ; A © 8 
The excife and cuftoms, eftimated at = 700,000 O o 
The other revenue, payable on the receipt of the 
exchequer, eftimated at - - - 198,000 O o 7 


Total 2,362,000 4 © 


The revenue of Ireland for two years, ending 1ft wi: 
November, 1657- - Sipe Sy Bs 137,558 13 


3 
Expenfe of ditto for faid two years - 142,509 11 O 
Expenfe more than the revenue - 5 - 4,959 17 9 
Scotland’s revenue for one year - - 37,090 19 © 


But Scotland’s expenfe is not mentioned. [TZhurle, V. vi, p. 825, and 

p- 444.) ‘ i 3 
What De Witt has faid of his nation’s wifdom in fecuring their mer- 
cantile fhipping trading into the Mediterranean by proper convoys, and 
the neglect of England in that refpect, is in part confirmed, and partly, 
alfo, contradicted, by a pamphlet addrefled to the protector this year, 
D by Samuel Lamb, a merchant, entitled Seafonable obfervations for the 
encouraging of foreign commerce: wherein he fpeaks ‘ of our mer- 
f ‘ chants’ fhipping as having been of late the beft in the world; witnefs 
‘ the many fingle fights at fea againft the Turks, to whom, it is be- 
‘ lieved, the Dutch lofe ten fhips for our one; and the remarkable A 
‘ fea-fights againft the Hollanders themfelves in the late wars; wherein > 
‘ many merchant fhips, from about 3co to 500 tons, did engage againit 
* the enemy with the flates fhips, to our great advantage; the enemy 
‘ notwithftanding exceeding us in every fight in fhips and tonnage.’ 
This (though perhaps fomewhat exaggerated) thews the floutnefs of our 
trading fhips in the Mediterranean in thofe times, as well as the bravery 
of our failors; of which fundry old fongs and ballads alfo give teftimeny, , : 

in their encounters with the Barbary pirates. 

Before the commencement of the civil wars in England we find, by 
the Eaft-India company’s account, that they alone employed 15,000 tons 
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of fhipping, which were accounted to be the pe trading fhi 
ing to England, (as indeed they See eee De to the p ; 
from 300 to 600 tons each fhip. But the eas ta fhipping fel of 
very much, by the general eens n t nou trade, and the th 
derminings of the Dutch; and now they had carcely one good 
maining. Moreover, from the year HOS 3; "or 1654, to this ye 
by means of the multitude of interlopers, there was a fort of open tra de 
from England to India: ‘ in which time (fays our auther, who in 1681 
< wrote in defence of the joint-ftock company) our nation had well 
< nigh loft all their privileges in India, which are many,’ here were 
alfo grievous lofles to private traders by depredations, ‘ a great lower. 
< ing of Englifh commodities, and advancing of Indian. commodities, 
< an increafe of prefents to governors, &c. to fuch odious excels, that at 
* length the very private traders themfelves, being without union and pro- 
* teđtion, were the forwardeft petitioners for a return to a joint-ftock? 
Yet, on the other hand, the ingenious author of a treatife intitled Byz 
tania languens, |p. 76, ed: 1680, 8vo] affirms, ‘ that during the years 
* 1653-4-5-6, when the Eaft-India trade was laid open, they afforded 
“the India commodities fo cheap that they fupplied more parts of Eu- 
* rope, and even Amfterdam itfelf, therewith, than ever they did after; 
whereby they very much funk the Dutch Eaft-India company’s 
actions.’ Yet, it is generally faid, that even the interlopers’ or fepa- 
rate traders were lofers in the end, having alfo endured many indigni- ; 
ties and injuries from the Indians. So-difficult is it to come at the real 
truth where intereft is nearly concerned on both fides. 
Upon the whole, the protector now re-eftablithed the old company, with 
a joint-ftock of L739,782, though only 50 per cent, or L369,891, was 
called in, or was ftridily (at that time) deemed their capital ftock. Yet; ; 
by the late laying open of that trade, fo many leffer {hips had been em- a 
ployed in it, that the company, though now again reftored, could find p 
few or no merchant fhips large: enough for their purpofe. And the \ f 
author juft now quoted alleges, * that although in former times the . ‘A 
Englith trade into the Mediterranean did by eftimation employ 80 or ( 
7 a of. fhips, from 300 to 400 tons each, yet fince they: ay 
maller ones, which- are fo often taken by the Spaniards, &c. And he | 
Be he has formerly known many fhips. of the above, or a ee 
; burden, built and equipped in England, purpofely to be fent to Ve- 
; S to be let out to that ftate for fhips of war, to ferve them ge 
5 Ue Turks: but the Hollanders foon cut us. out of that employme 
alfo, by ferving them cheaper.” 
On the oth of May this year Cromwell concluded: another feltini 
efted treaty of alliance with. F rance againft Spain and Holland, a” 
againft the folid intereft of England. Andas fome of the fecret arti- 


; ies 
cles have. a relation to commerce, we {hall remark on the follows. 
ones, viz. ý 
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It feems the Dutch admiral De Ruyter had taken two French fhips of 
war in the Mediterranean; to revenge which France engaged Cromwell 
by the IVth and Vth fecret articles to fit out, at the expenfe of France, 
from 30 to 40 fhips of war; part of which were to cruife before Oftend 
and Dunkirk, and the reft in the Channel, to take all the fhips of Hol- 
Jand and Zealand in the French king’s name. And article IX and X, 
that an Englifh fleet was to block up Oftend, Newport, and Graveling, 
whilft Louis did the fame on the land fide. And Louis promifes to ia 
leave thofe ports (when taken) in the full pofleffion and property of the 
protector: as on the other hand (article XT) Louis was to enjoy all the 
other towns, harbours, and places, which fhould be conquered in the 
feventeen provinces of the Netherlands, none excepted, whoever is or 
has been the pofleffor. Article XV and XVI, both parties agreed to 
affift the king of Sweden in his intended conqueft of the city of Dant- 
zic, Louis alfo promifing to furnifh money for the conqueft of the 
Danith forts in the Sound; and the protector engaging to fend a fleet 
with land forces to block up the paflage of the Sound, to the end that, 
with Sweden’s affiftance, he might be enabled to keep the trade with Hf 
thofe countries and thofe of his allies free and undifturbed. The plau- 
fible or probable ground for thefe-two remarkable articles of this 
alliance and enmity againft Denmark was, becaufe Chriftiern 1V 
had. increafed his. toll on foreign {hips pafling the Sound: which toll 
we have feen) having been farmed to the Hollanders in 1649, it was 

probable they and the crown of Denmark had jointly aimed to make 
_ the moft of againft all other nations, though contrary to former ftipu- 
lations. 

By article XVII the prote@tor was to have the difpofal of any coun- 
tries and forts which thould be taken from Denmark, according to his 


>| good pleafure : but the fhips and merchandize of the French king’s fub- ` 

À jects fhould pafs and repafs the Sound as freely as thofe of England. 3 
\ f _ 1658.—Cardinal Mazarin (the prime-minitter of France) having got 

q f intelligence that the court of Spain, in order to gain Cromwell, had fome 


time before propofed to affift him in the conquett of Calais for Engiand, 
| took pains to convince the protećtor, that Dunkirk would be of much 
greater importance to England, as really is known to be true: and as ; : 
Cromwell’s main dread was left France fhould be ailifting in King Charles’s 
teftoration, he, after fome deliberation, agreed to Mazarin’s propofal. 
Whereupon, on the 23d of March 7658, new ftile, Sir William Lock- 
hart, Cromwell’s ambaflador at Paris, figned a convention with the 
French court, whereby it was ftipulated that Dunkirk, Mardike, and 
Graveling, (when taken) fhould be put into the protector’s hands; 
which was confirmed by a fecond convention five days after. Where- 
Upon Dunkirk was attacked by the joint forces of England and France, 
and furrendered on midfummer-day 1658, to the E rench, who, the day ; 2 
392 ; 
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è ee : its forts into the hands Ce 
following, delivered it up with all 1ts Oey oT ia 
oes for the protector. This great acquifition occafioned mi ee 
jealoufy in the Dutch, who were very far from being pleafeg me 
England thereby rendered mafters of both fides of the Channel, More. 
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» and 
foon 
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means, 


his prefent friendfhip, in affifting to the greater enfeebling of Spain 
the confequent raifing of her own POr ee the French court 
forefaw how dangerous Dunkirk would prove in other hands than 
own, and more efpeciully in the pofleffion of England, even the 
firft maritime potentate of Europe; wherefor they foon found 
(four years after) to get it furrendered to them. i 
Though clocks and clock-makers were introduced mto England at 
leaft as early as the year 1368, yet we have not difcovered either the 
time or the certain place in-which they were firt made; as is alfo the 
cafe of feveral other inventions. Nurenberg in Germany has often 
been named as the moft probable place of the invention of watches, (or 
rather the revival of them about 70 years ago) though I do not find any 
certainty thereof. The firft pendulum clock is faid to have been in- 
vented by Huygens in the preceding year, 1657; yet others afcribe it 
to Galileo. Be this as it may, we may be aflured that the prefent 
watches are of a much later invention than clocks, though they, in fad, 
were but a neceflary confequence of the other. The Emperor Charles V 
was the firft who had a watch; though fome fay it was only a {mall 
table clock. Others fay, that emperor had a watch, of fome kind or 
other, in the jewel of his feal-ring. Spring pocket watches were the 
production of this century. Foreigners afcribe the invention to Huy- 
gens, but the Englifh to Dr. Hooke, about this year. It has fince been 
brought to greater perfection in England than anywhere elfe. i 
This year the Swedifh fleet befieging Copenhagen, where the Danifh 
king then was in great diftrefs, the Dutch fleet under Admiral Opdam 
defeated that of Sweden, and thereby feafonably relieved the Danih 
king and his capital city. The next year Admiral De Ruyter joined 
the Danifh fleet, and defeating that ot Sweden, brought about a pacific 
cation at Rofchild between thefe two northern crowns, through the mê- 
diation of England and France. f 
1659.—Yet in the following year (16 59) the Swedes, under their king 

Charles Guftavus, were fo fuccefsful ina frefh war againft Denmark as 
to oblige that crown to reftore the fine province of Scania, or Schone, 
to Sweden, after Denmark had been in pofleffion of it for three CO 
turies. This conceffion threw much weight into the feale of Swede?» 
but feems, however, to have reduced both crowns nearer to an equil- 
brium than before, with reference to the European ftates trading ite 
the Baltic fea. 


The Danith court having farther diftreffed the trade of other nations 
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by increafing the tolls in the paflages into the Baltic, called the Sound, 
and greater and leffer Belt; the two commonwealths of England.and 
Holland, and the court of France, had entered into a joint treaty at the 
Hague, not only for obliging Denmark and Sweden, then at war, to 
agree to the above peace, but by the VIth article of that treaty it was fti- 
pulated, * that no new duty, toll, or other impoft, on account of beacons, 
‘ light-houfes, anchorages, or any pretences whatever, be for the future 
‘ raifed in the Sound or the two Belts, by any perfon whatfoever, upon 
‘ the faid three ftates, or either of them, or upon their fubje@ts. And: 
“with refpecét to the duties or tolls which are paid there by virtue of 
the treaty made at London between the late protector (Oliver) and 
‘ the crown of Denmark, and of another treaty made between the faid 
€ crown and the United provinces in 1645, they fhall never be augment- 
‘ ed upon the three ftates, nor on any of them, for any caufe or pretext 
‘ whatever. And if it happens that there are more favourable and ad- 
< vantageous conditions in one of the faid treaties than there are in the 
‘other, with regard to the toll, or the manner of raifing it, the faid 
< three ftates, and each of them, fhall for the future enjoy the more fa- 
vourable conditions equally ; as alfo all other privileges and exemp- 
tions; and fhall be guarantees thereof one to the other.’ 
It feems that, before this definitive treaty, the Danes often varied the 
tolls they exacted from fhips pafling the Sound. Sometimes they laid a 
rofe-noble on every fhip, befide one per cent for laftage; fometimes 
three and one-half per cent;.and at other times a thirtieth part of all 
the cargo was demanded and taken. Queen Elizabeth fent four folemn 
embaffies to Denmark in order to get thofe tolls moderated, and fixed at 
{ome certainty ; though all to very little purpofe. The Swedes like- 
wife had fometimes pretended to a toll for their caftle of Helfingburg, on 
their fide of the Sound: but now this joint treaty and mutual guarantee 
of the three potent flates before mentioned feemed to put an end to all 
new demands or impofitions whatever. 

The advantageous peace concluded this year at the Pyrenees with the 
declining kingdom of Spain gave the French full leifure to improve their 
foreign commerce, and more efpecially their trade to Turkey for 
woollen goods; which, by the help of Spanifh wool, they foon after 
brought to fuch perfection, that they have long fince been enabled, in a 
great meafure, to get ground of the Englifh Levant, or Turkey com- 
pany, as well as. of the Dutch and Venetians ; their very able ftatel- 
man Colbert having foon after this time moft afliduoufly applied himfelt 

“thereto, without fparing any expenfe for the improvement of every 
branch of commerce; fuch, for inftance, as premiums, remuflion of 
cuftoms and taxes, warehoufes rent-free, &c. Yet in order to get their 
Woollen cloth at firft introduced into Turkey, they are faid co have 
made ufe of the names of the Englith traders thither, and of the repu- 


a 


a 


a 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


EFN 
E, 


unfortunate one for Spain, and much altered the balance of 


478 A. D. 1659. 


tation of Englifh cloth, calling their cloth by the name of ke 
Londres. im vielded ato F P de 

By the Pyrenean treaty Spain yielded to France fo much territ 
and fo many ftrong fortrefles in the Netherlands, and on the fide of Ory 
talonia, Burgundy, and Lorrain, as made the fcale of France ftill 
more preponderate; the enumeration of which countries and font 
may be feen in all the accounts of that peace; which was indeed a 7: 3 
refpect of thofe two nations, and in fome meafure therefor affeded a 
fafety of the reft of Europe. $43 : 

The ifland of Barbados was by this time become rich an 
for, in a pamphlet, entitled Trade revived, printed this year, the ay. 
thor, treating of the value of our American plantations, defcribes « Bar. 
< bados as having given to many men of low degree exceeding vaft for- 
‘ tunes, equal to noblemen. He. fays, that upwards of 100 fail of thips 
“ there yearly find employment, by carrying goods and paflengers thi- 
‘ ther, and bringing thence other commodities : whereby feamen are 
“ bred and cuftom increafed, our commodities vended, and many thou- 
‘ fands employed therein, and in refining fugar at home, which we for- 
< merly had from other countries. And all this out of that very {mall, 
* dry, and rocky ifland.’ By this account it fhould feem, that our other 
Caribbee ifles had f{carcely begun to cultivate fugar. This alfo feems 
to be the firft account of fugar-refining in England, though probably 
earlier in fome other countries, (for which fee the year 1503.) 

According to Doétor D’Avenant, who was infpector-general of the 
cuftoms of England, the entire coinage of England for a complete cen- 


tury of years, taken from the regifters. of the royal mint, viz. from 1558 
‘to 1659, was as follows. 


d populous ; 


Gold coined in Queen Elizabeth’s reign 


= 11,200,000 
In King James 1’s reign, about - > poser ae 
In King Charles I’s reign - = oe 

So ; Total gold,  -  13,723,0° 
Silver in Queen Elizabeth's reign -  L4;632,932 
In King James i’s reign - 1,700,000 
to x% 2 2 7, 
In King Charles Ps reign = E 8,776:544 
- na 7 2 Z 
. By the parliament and Cromwell = 1,000,000 6 
Total filver, —— ENEDA 
perl 
Total gold and filver, - - L19,8324 
“ Yet? adds the do@or ver Oe 
4 


y properly, ‘ all this money was n f 
For Queen Elizabeth not only called 1 


exiting in this year 1659. 
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‘ and recoined all the debafed filver coin of the three preceding reigns, 
‘ but, by varying the ftandard, there were frefh fabrications occafioned, 
‘ fo that the fame bullion was coined over and over.’ And this able 
author conjectures, that in the year 1600 our whole gold and filver 
coin together did not exceed 4 millions ; and that at the time he wrote. 
(1711) there might be 12 millions of gold and filver coin in being.. 
[New dialogues on the prefent pofture of affairs, É- 71, ed. 1711, 8v0.] 

This very curious account is well worth our obfervation : and as our 
commerce is allowed by all men to be very confiderably increafed fince. 
the year 1711, being the fpace of fifty-one years, I conceive we may 
reafonably conclude, that the prefent gold and filver coin of Great Bri- 
tain actually exifting cannot be lefs than 16 millions: although it be not 
fo eafy to determine the proportion between the quantity of the gold. 
and the filver coin. 

Having nothing farther to add of the times preceding the reftoration 
of King Charles Il, we muft do the rump parliament and Cromwell the 
juftice to remark, by way of recapitulation, that they certainly. made 
fundry very good and fuccefsful regulations and laws for the improve- 
ment and increafe of commerce and fhipping, moft of which were con~ 
firmed by the parliament immediately after the reftoration: which plain-- 
ly evinced the public fenfe of their utility, viz:. 

I) The redudtion of the legal intereft of money from 8 to 6 per cent; 
greatly to the advantage of the landed and trading interefts. 

II) The navigation aĝ, whereby not only the trade to and from our 
American plantations was fecured to ourfelves alone, but likewife our 
mercantile fhipping was confiderably increafed, as was alfo the number 
of our failors, and of all trades depending on fhipping. 

HI) Tenures by knights-fervice, wardfhips, and all other. kinds of 
fervile tenures, were for ever abolifhed in England. 

IV) All.kinds of monopolies were likewife quite abolifhed.. 

V) Their granting full liberty of confcience to all peaceable people, . 
inviting multitudes of fuch to return with their families and fortunes. 
from New-England, Holland, Germany, &c. whither they had been: 
driven by Laud’s unchriftian and mad perfecution, &c. and hereby not 
only the number of. induftrious people was increafed, which is the moft 
folid wealth of any nation, but likewife new manufactures were intro-- 
duced, and the old improved and increafed.. 

This meafure was, however, not agreeable to the zealous royalifts,. 
and therefor it was not confirmed till the acceflion of W illiam and 
Mary, when the nation’s eyes were fully opened to fee the prejudice and 
olly, as well as wickednefs, of denying that freedom of con{cience to 
Others. which we ourfelves would think we had a right. to in. like cir— 
cumftances, 


VI) Vaffalage was abolifhed in Scotland, and better order was ẹfta=- 
3 
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blifhed in that country for providing for the poor, punifhing vagran 
and fupprefling robberies, than had before been in ufe. ts, 

But this benefit to Scotland was far from being confirmed after th 
reftoration, though fo reafonable and beneficial. The firt four, me 
ever, were wifely confirmed, as what the nation could not haye Rees 
eafy without, having before fo fully experienced their beneficial at 
i! moft falutary effects. 
$ X 1660.—On the 3d of May 1660, a final peace was concluded at the 

monaftery of Oliva in Polifh Pruffia, between John Cafimir king of 
Poland, and his confederates the Emperor Leopold, and Frederic WiL 
liam eleGor of Brandenburg, on the one part, and Charles XI, king of 
Sweden, on the other part, Louis XIV, king of France, being guaran- 
f tee. What is neceflary for us to obferve, is, the great additional weight 
thrown into the feale of Sweden, by Poland yielding to her the large, 
5 et fair, and fruitful, province of Livonia, moft of which, however, had 

ERS been long before conquered and poffefled by Sweden. On the other 
fide, Sweden yielded to Poland the cities and forts fhe held in Polih 
Pruffia. The emperor yielded to Holftein all that he held'in that duchy, 
and the elector of Brandenburgh yielded to Sweden all that he had held 
in weftern Pomerania. 

We are now again returned to the legal conftitution of England, of 
king, lords, and commons, by the reftoration of King Charles II on 
the 29th of May, in this year 1660: and the firft act of parliament re- 
lating to our fubject, is that for a fubfidy granted to’ him of tonnage 
and poundage, and other fums of money payable upon merchandize 
exported and imported : the preamble to which act runs thus, wz. 

“ The-commons affembled in parliament, repofing truft and confidence 
in your majefty, in and for the guarding and defending of the feas 
againft all perfons intending, or that fhall intend, the difturbance of 
your faid commons in the intercourfe of trade, and the invading 0 
this your realm, for the better defraying the neceflary expentes there- 
of, which cannot otherwife be effected without great charge to Jee 
majefty, do, by and with the advice and confent of the lords “, i 
this your prefent parliament affembled, and by the authority of the 
fame, to the intent aforefaid, give and grant unto you, our fupreme 
liege lord and fovereign, one fabfidy called tonnage, that is to fay : 
every ton of wine of the growth of France, that fhall come ue 
Bo Gand, by may ol mercbandiae by your atl Dt 
So c : S RER y itrangers and aliens L6, and into te ° yery 
E? L3 by natural born fubjeđs, and- by aliens L4: 103 and for e 
RTS butt or pipe of mufcadels, malmfe i licants, bal 
i < facks 5 , AMMeYS, gites, tents, a E con 
4 ackS, canaries, malagas, maderas +, and other wines whatfoeve! 
; i Mie bifhops were not yet reinftated. 4. 
+ This is the firit time this wine is mentioned by that name. _/. 
I 
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monly called {weet wines, of the growth of the Levant, Spain, and 
Portugal, or any of them, or of the iflands belonging to them, or elfe- 
where, that fhall come into the port of London, brought by Englifh 
fubjects, La: 5, and by aliens L3, and into the outports, by Englifh 
fubje&s L1:10, and by aliens L2: 53 allo for rhenifh wines, by 
natural born fubjeéts Lr per aum, and by aliens Lr; 5, as in a book 


481 


“of rates herein after referred to: and alfo one other fubfidy called 


poundage, i. e. of all manner of goods and merchandize exported or 
imported, either by denizens or aliens, 12d for every 20/, as in the 
book of rates valued, or ad valorem: and for Englifh produé or ma- 
nufacture exported by aliens, 12d more for every 20/ over and above 
the firft 20/; excepting, however, all manner of woollen cloths, com- 
monly called old draperies, and all wines which fhall have paid the 
above named tonnage, and alfo fith brought by Englifhmen, and ail 
frefh filh and beftial imported, and all other goods mentioned to be 
cuftom free in the faid book of rates*. And we do hereby grant to 
our liege lord and fovereign another fubfidy, i. e. on every fhort 
woollen cloth exported by Englifhmen, called broad cloths, not ex- 
ceeding twenty-eight yards in length and fixty-four pounds weight; 
the fum of 3/4, and proportionably if of greater length or weight : 
and of leffer lengths and weight, exported by Englifhmen, alfo 3/4, 
and by aliens 6/8. Englith merchants fhipping goods, &c. in foreign 
fhips from England fhall pay double duties, as if they were foreign- 
ers. But herrings and other fea fifh exported hall be duty free. And 
it is hereby enaéted, that no rates fhall be impofed on Englifhmen 
without the authority of parliament. No king’s colleGtors, &c. fhall 
take more fees thea were cuftomary in the fourth year of the late King 


< James.’ 


Other goods, when at certain prices, may be exported, viz. gun- 


powder, when not exceeding Ls the barrel; wheat L2 per quarter ; 
rye, beans, and peas, Lr : 4; barley and malt 20/ per quarter ; oats 16/; 
beef, per barrel, L5; pork L6:10; bacon, per lb. 6d; butter, the 
barrel, L4:10; cheefe, the hundred, Lr :ro; candles, the dozen 
pounds, 5/- 


‘ Provided always, that his majefty may, by proclamation, at any 
time when he fhall fee caufe fo to do, and for fuch time as fhall be 


‘ therein exprefled, prohibit the tranfportation of gun-powder or any 


fort of arms or ammunition. 
* And be it farther enacted, that over and above the rates herein be- 
fore mentioned, there fhall be paid to your majefty on every ton of 


‘ wine of the growth of France, Germany, Portugal, or Madeira, brought 


> Neither tea, coffee, nor chocolate, are mentioned in this new book of rates, though they ail oe- 


cur in an a&t of parliament of this fame year. 4. 


Vot. II. 3 ; 3P 
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£ TO the port of London, or eban L3 pe nn months after 
‘ porting ; and of every ton of a ae er wanes À 4. The impor 
< give fecurity for payment. Y a 1 ay es thio e wines fhall be Ie-ey 
« ported within 12 months after, then the aforefaid additiona] duty Th 
‘ be returned ; and the importer, paying ready money, thal] be aloa 
‘ zo per cent difcount. _ } ed 

« Provided, that the prifage of wines, Or prife-wines, thal] Pay noto 
‘ nage, cuftoms, nor fubfidy, -in virtue of this a@, nor of any Ti. 
t therein contained.’ [12 Car. II, c. 4.] 8 

As the laft reduGion of intereft from eight to fix per cent was enad. 
ed by an ufurped power, the prefent parliament could not Confiftently 
take dire@ notice of it by way of confirmation, though in effet they 
do it by the preamble to the act, [c. 13] that none fhall take above L6 
for the loan of an hundred pounds for a year; thus expreffed: < and 
‘ whereas, in frefh memory, the like fall from 8 to 6 in the hundred 
‘ by a late conftant practice, hath found the like fuccefs ‘to the general 
‘ contentment of this nation, as is vifible by feveral improvements: 
and whereas neverthelefs it is the endeavour of fome at prefent to 
reduce it back again in practice to the allowance of the ftatute ftill in 
‘ force,’ (1, e. to 8 per cent) ‘ to the great difcouragement of ingenui- 
‘ tyand induflry in the hufbandry, trade, and commerce of this na: 
‘ tion: be it therefor enaéted, that from and after the 29th of Sep- 
‘ tember 1660, none fhall take above 6 per cent, as above, and that 
all bonds and affurances whatever made after the time aforefaid, for 
“ payment of any principal money to be lent or covenanted to be per- 
‘ formed, upon, or for any ufury, whereon there fhall be referved or 
‘ taken above the rate of L6 in the hundred, {Fall be utterly void; 
‘ and the taker of any hi gher intereft or ufury, fhall forfeit for every 
‘ fuch offence the treble value of the money fo lent, &c.’ [12 Car.. 
LRG al 

Two things are worth remarking in this at, viz. firft, that the word 
ufury was ftill the legal term for the lawful intereft of money ; fecond- 
ly, that it does not take the leat notice of the unlawfulnefs, in point 
religion or con{cience, or the fin of taking ufury or intereft for the loan 
of money, as has been exprefled in the preceding aéts for reduétion there- 
of. Upon this reduction, Sir Jofiah Child remarks, as he alfo did an 
treating on the two former reductions, that in about 20 years after the 
like redu@ion by the rump parliament in 1651, notwithftanding the 


. . r . e 
long civil wars and the great complaints of the deadnefs of trade, thet 
are more men to be found u 


Im. 


(3 


í 


# wort 
ai : pon the exchange now (1688) i 
0,000 than were then worth Liooo ; and that Lsoo fixty years 
* His Brief obfervaticns concernin a 


ig irade and interefl of money were firit publifhed in 1688, 40: 


made a fhort addition to it in th ue merce LaS- 
e fame year, and by his judicious writings on com 
{welled to a fizeable 8yo volume, A, K y degrees his judicious writing 
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fore with a daughter, was efteemed a larger portion than L2000 in his 

time ; that gentlewomen in thofe days efteemed themfelves well cloth- Re 
ed in a ferge gown, which a chambermaid now would be afhamed 
to be feen in; that, befide the great increafe of rich clothes, plate, 
jewels, and houfehold furniture, there were 100 coaches now to one 

kept formerly; all which, and much more, he folely afcribes to ‘the 
abatement of intereft, which he calls the cau a caufans of all the other 

caufes of the riches of the Dutch as well as of ourfelves, increafed to 

fix times what it then was: ‘ hereby. alfo, fays he, ‘ we are enabled to 

_ ‘ pay a greater tax in one year: than our forefathers could in twenty.’ 

‘ Ican,’ fays he, ‘ myfelf remember, fince there were not ufed in Lon- 

‘ don fo many wharfs or quays for landing of merchants goods, by at 

‘ leaft one third part, as now there are, and thofe that were then 

‘ could fcarce have employment for half what they could do. Lands 

‘in the country now yield twenty years purchafe, which would not 

‘ then have yielded above eight or ten at moft. The fame farms or 

‘ lands to be now fold would yield treble,’ and in fome cafes fix times, 

‘ the money they were fold for fifty years ago. Ireland has alfo been 

‘ vaftly improved in its lands, fince great part of it has been lately pot 

‘ feffed by the induftrious Englifh, who were foldiers in the late army.’ 

In brief, he lays it down as a conftant rule to judge whether any coun- 

try be rich or poor, to know what intereft they pay for money. ‘ Near 

< home,’ continues he, ‘ we fee it evidently in -Scotland * and Ireland 

< where, 10 and 12 per cent being paid for intereft, the people are poor, 

< defpicable, ill clothed, and their houfes worfe provided, money in- 

< tolerably fearce, notwithftanding their great plenty of all provifions. 

‘ In France, where money is at 7 per cent, lands yield about eighteen 

‘ years purchafe. In Italy, money will not yield above 3 per cent up- 

; ; < on real fecurity, and there the people are rich, full of trade, well at- 
( òà < tired, and their lands will fell at 35 to 40 years purchafe: and that it 
< is fo, or better with them in Holland, is too manifeft. In Turkey 20 

‘ per cent is their intereft, which makes commerce there to be en- 
‘ grofled by a few, as is always the cafe where intereft is very high, and 
} < was the cafe in England in Elizabeth’s and James I’s time, when in- 
‘ tereft Was at 10 per cent. In Spain, the ufual intereft is 10 and 12 per 
‘cent; and there, notwithftanding they have the only trade in the 
‘ world for gold and filver, money is nowhere more {carce ; the people 
‘ poor, defpicable, and void of commerce, other than what the Englih, 
‘ Dutch, Italians, Jews, and other foreigners bring to them, who are to 
‘ them, in effeét, as leeches who fuck their blood and vital fpirits from 
«them Our author, however, feems to have been aware of a very 


* He mutt be miflaken with refpe& to Scotland, where intereft was reduced by aé of parliament 
© 8 per cent in the year 1633. 4. 


Be Z 


ae 
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i he time: wh Be different 
from the natural intereft of money at the time: wherefor he obferye 
5 


‘ that the matter in England was, at that time, prepared for an abate. 
‘ ment of intereft; for, fays he, the Eaft-India company do ie aa 
* row what they want at 4 per cent.’ ee 

Yet notwithftanding all that this able and experienced gentlem 
faid upon this favourite fubject of his, it feems to us, that he 
fufficiently confidered another point, viz. that low intereft for 
in any country, is at leaft as much the effect, as the caufe, of wea 
commerce. An increafe of commerce brings an increafe of wealth 
which is ever attended with an increafe of money, and fuch increafe A 
money will naturally and neceflarily produce a low rate of intereft, as 
plenty of any thing whatever neceflarily caufes its cheapnefs. A wife 
nation may indeed facilitate the reduction of their legal intereft, by 
good and prudent preparatory regulations, and thereby contribute to 
the increafe of commerce and to the encouragement of agriculture ; 
but fuch redudtion of the legal intereft is to be done with great circum- 
{pection, and ever with a due regard to the current natural intereft of 
money at any fuch propofed.time. 

In this fame feffion of parliament the firft legal aét was paffed for the 
general encouragement and increafe of fhipping and navigation. * Where- 
‘in,’ fays its preamble, ¢ under the good providence and protection of 


“ God, the wealth, fafety, and ftrength of this kingdom are fo much 
t concerned.’ 


‘The principal ena@iing claufes are, 
1) * No goods or commodities whatfoever {hall be imported into, or 
exported from, any of the king’s lands, iflands, plantations, or territories, 
` in Afia, Africa, or America, in any other than Englith, Irifh, or plan- 
tation built fhips, and whereof the mafter and at leatt three-fourths 
2 a A nirs fhall be Englifhmen, under forfeiture of {hip a 
te) 0 : 
; TI) ‘ None but natural-born fubje@s, or naturalized, fhall henceforth 
exercife the occupation of a merchant or factor in thofe places, U» er 
Toe of goods and chattels *. ; ate 
4 ty 
Aften o Amena ahs, E produdt, or manufacture, of Aip 
ported into England, but m tue nds- 
as do truely belong to Englifh people, either here or in the king’s # 


an has 
has not 
Mone 

Ith and 


Fa 


* This is an impraveme zi 
: nt upon the igati ‘ ee 
merchants acting as faCtors and P he a& of navigation of 165r, It was commo: 


e Dutch. 
agents in Englith colonies, A. 


a 
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or plantations in thofe parts, and navigated as in the firft claufe 


above *.’ 


IV) ‘ No goods or commodities of foreign growth, produétion, or . 


manufacture, which fhall be brought into England, Ireland, Jerfey, or 
Guernfey, &c. other than in fhips built and navigated as aforefaid, 
fhall be {hipped from any other place but the place of their growth, 

production, or manufacture, or from thofe ports where they can only 

be, a ufually have been, brought, under forfeiture of fhip and 

goods +.’ 

V) ‘Such falted fifh, train-oil, and whale-fins, (as have been ufually 
caught, &c. by the Englith or Irifh) not caught, cured, &c. by Eng- 
lifh or Irifh, nor imported in veffels truely Englifh, and navigate as 
above fhall pay double aliens cuftoms.’ 

VI)“ No goods or provifions fhall be carried coaft-wife, from one Eng- 
lith port to another, in veflels whereof any ftranger, not naturalized, is 
oun et in whole or in part, and which fhall not be navigated as be- 

ore.’ 

VII) ‘ No goods of the growth, &c. of Ruffia, as alfo no mafts, timber, 
or boards, foreign falt, pitch, tar, rofin, hemp, flax, raifins, figs, prunes, 
olive-oil, corn, fugar, pot-afh, wines, vinegar, and {pirits, fhall be im- 
ported in any fhips but fuch whereof the true owners are Englifh, and 
navigated as aforefaid: nor any currants, or other goods, of the 
Turks dominions, but in Englifh-built fhips, and navigated as afore- 
faid ; excepting only fuch foreign fhips as are of the built of that coun- 
try of which the faid goods are the growth, &c. or of fuch port where 
the forefaid goods can only be, or moft ufually are, firft fhipped for 


.tranfportation ; and whereof the mafter and three fourths of the mari- 


ners at leaft are of the faid country or place.’ 
VII) < To prevent the colouring or concealing of aliens goods, all 


the foreign goods before-named, which fhall be henceforth im-~ 


ported into England in fhips not belonging to England, and not navi- 
gated as aforefaid, fhall be deemed aliens goods, and fhall pay all ftran- 
gers cuftoms and port-dues.’ 

IX) ‘ To prevent the like frauds in colouring the buying of foreign 
fhips, no foreign-built fhip fhall enjoy the privileges of one belonging 
to England, till firft the owners make it appear that they are not aliens: 
and they fhall {wear that they gave a valuable confideratien (to be 
then fpecified) for fuch fhip, and that no foreigner has any share 


è This claufe fecured the Eaft-India, Guinea, were obliged to compound for their delinquency :: 


and Levant companies, and alfo the American co- . as.were allo two other fhips from the fame port. 


lonies, from foreign fhips. 4. 


next year for timber brought into Leith. So ne~ 
+ So lately as about the year 1755, twelve ceffary is it for merchants ta be acquainted with: 


{hips from Appenrade in Denmark were guilty of the mercantile laws of the countries they propole: 
a breach of this claufe. by bringing timber to: to trade to. 4 


iverpool, not of the growth of Denmark, and’ 


o 
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‘ therein. Of- all which a certificate fhall be produced, ang ane 
€ kept *? “gifter 


‘ This act fhall not extend to merchandize from an š 
¢ ey ftraits of Gibraltar, if they be brought from the wien With; 
‘ though not from the place of their growth, production, or in 
< facture, fo as the fhip and crew be qualified as above. The |; anufac, 
“all Eaft-India commodities brought from any place eaft of th 
‘ Good Hope. Moreover, Englifh fhips, navigated as aboy » May: 
‘ port from Spain, Portugal, the Canaries, Azores, and Made; y im. 


XI) ‘ Bullion, prize-goods, corn, and falt, and fifh from Scotland, į 
‘ Scotch-built fhips, and three fourths of the marinérs the king’s hath, 
* jects, are excepted out of this adi; and feal oit from Ruffia, in Ene 
* lifh fhips, with three fourths Englifh mariners.’ eon 
XII) ‘ French fhips in our ports {hall pay Sf per ton, fo long 
< ith fhips in French ports pay 50 fols per ton te 
XIII) < No fugar, tobacco, cotton-wool, indigo, ginger, fuftic, or 
* other dying woods of the growth or manufađure of our “Affan, Afri- 
* can, or American, colonies, {hall be {hipped from the faid colonies to 
‘ any place but to England, Irelandt, or to fome other of his majefty’sfaid 
í plantations, there to be landed; under forfeiture as before. And to 
* make effectual this laft claufe, (for the fole benefit of our own naviga- 
tion and people) the owners of the fhips fhall give bonds, at their fet- 
2 “ ting out, for the due performance thereof.’ [12 Car. II, c. 18.] 
Thefe were called enumerated commodities; and by the ađs of the 


as Eng- 


í 


3d and 4th of Queen Anne, rice 
x ated commodities; but by the 3d 
, TICE is again rendered unenumerated. By the 8th 
orge I, for encouraging ‘the filk manufacture, beaver, 


umer TERE Il other 
: Plapiahon goods are called Ticats ee Seca ae George 
z i 18, copper ore of the plantations was made an a commo- 
- y ; 1. e. {uch a one as muft be firft landed in England before it can Pe 
ae ries ea pafled, there is an of. council of trade affirm in their report in 1701) 
i ' veyor of the ag cnn ae called the fur- fince that duty, which before produced frome 
, of all Britifh-built veflels, 7. STRESS 1E livres, now (1701) produces but 190, 


nd 
$ Ireland is left out in all fubfequent atts zó 


SPRS excepted in that of 22, 23 Gar Re 
A. 


t The Dutch were exem ig i 

; | pted from th - 
fono! 50 fols'per tun by the treaty of Ryle 
-much to the damage of France, (as the French 
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Janded in foreign parts. Thefe enumerated commodities will probably 
be hereafter found neceflary to be altered with the unforefeen changes 
neceflarily happening in our American and European commerce. 

This is the fubftance of this very long aå, here fo neceflary to be in- 
ferted, as being perhaps the moft important ftatute in behalf of com- 
merce, that ever was enacted in this, or poffibly in any other, nation: 
infomuch that Sir Jofiah Child, in his Difcourfé on trade, thinks it de- 
ferves to be called our Charta maritima. There wanted not, however. 
authors who at firft (asin a former one, enacted by the rump) found fault 
with it, affirming that it would be deftrudtive to our commerce, &c. In 
Roger Coke’s Difcourfe of trade, publithed even fo late as 1670, he affirms, 
‘ that in two years after the navigation-aét of the rump parliament, in 
< 1651, the building of fhips in England became one third dearer than 
* before, (at which none but fuch a head as his would have wondered) 
‘ and that feamen’s wages became fo exceflive dear, that we have wholely 

loft the Mufcovy and Greenland trades, whereby we gave the Dutch 
and other nations the power of driving the trade of the world. Yet, 
quite on the contrary, we, by this navigation-aé, have gradually. obtain- 
ed a-vaft increafe of fhipping and mariners: for by patience and fteadi- 
nefs we have, in length of time, obtained the two great ends of this. 
ever-famous act, viz. 

The bringing our own people to build fhips for carrying on fuch an 
extenfive commerce as they had not before. Sir Jofiah Child was of” 
opinion, ‘ that without this a@ we had not now (in 1668) been owners 
‘ of one half of the fhipping or trade, nor fhould have employed one 
“ half of the feamen we do at prefent.’ So vaft an alteration had this 
act brought about in a few years; infomuch that we are at length be- 
come, ina great meafure, what the Dutch once were, i. e. the great car- 
riers of Europe, more efpecially within the Mediterranean fea. 

By this a& we have abfolutely excluded all other nations from any 
direct trade or correfpondence with our American plantations; and 
were it not for this a& (fays that able author) we fhould fee 40 Dutch. 
fhips at our own plantations for one of England. That, before the pafi-- 
ing of this act, and whilft our American colonies were but in childhood, . 
the fhips of other European nations, more efpecially of the Dutch, reforted 
to our plantations both to lade and unlade ; and their merchants and fac-- 
tors neftled themfelves amongft our people there, which utterly fruftrat- 
ed the original intent of planting thofe colonies, viz. to be a benefit to: 
their mother-country, to.which they owed their being and protection. It 
could not therefor be thought ftrange that, when our planters were become 
Able to ftand on their own legs, and to fupply confiderable quantities of 
Materials for exportation, (as was now the cafe of Virginia for tobacco,. 
and of Barbados for fugar, ginger, cotton, &c.) our legiflature thought 
it high time to fecure to ourfelves ‘alone thofe increafing benefits which 


had been produced at our fole charge and trouble. And in this. refpect: 
4 


4 


t 


` 


i 
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“© Dutch of much of their trade ; than which, there cannot be a ftronger 
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Spain had long before fet us a juft and pudable example, fince follo 
by the other principal European nations who have planted = Amer 
We may here alfo note, that, till this act took place, the Dutch È me 
ner engrofied the whole trade to Sweden ; whereas hereby our Engi n 
fhips have fince got a fhare of the trade thither. gih 
Such immenfe benefits obtained by this act may well be our jufti 
cation for enlarging fo much on it: fince the hiftory of our comme 
muft have been left very imperfect, without duely illuftrating ae 
has been one great means of increafing our commerce and be 
power. De Witt in his Intereft of Holland, [fart i, Caa] treating of 
the expediency of Holland’s eafing their own, and charging fore; nae 
nufa&tures with duties, obferves, ‘ that in this fame year, 1660: i 
* Englifh fettled their rates of cuftoms and convoy-money fo well, to fa. 
‘ vour their own people as much as poflible, and to burden al] fore; A 
< mafters of fhips and merchants, (he meant by this navigation-a) that 
‘it is to be feared the Enghfh merchants may in time bereave the 


approbation or commendation of our navigation laws. 

We have feen, under the years 1645 and 1656, that wards, liveries, 
and tenures in capite and by night’s fervice, were abolifhed by the long 
parliament, and alfo by the rump. And the people of England having’ 
enjoyed the benefits thereof for fifteen years, it could not but be very 
acceptable to them to have it confirmed after the reftoration. The 
preamble to the aéts fhews, what opinion this parliament had of thofe 
old flavifh dependencies of the people on the crown and on the great 
lords, viz. 
< Whereas it hath been found, by former experience, that the court of 
wards and liveries, and of tenures by knight’s-fervice, either of the 
king or others, or by knights-fervice in. capite, or foccage in capite of 
the king; and the confequests upon the fame have been much more 
burdenfome, grievous, and prejudicial, to the kingdom than they have 
been beneficial to the king. And whereas, fince the intermiflion © 
the faid court, anno 1645, many perfons have, by will and other 
; mang ei potal of their lands held by knight’s-fervice, whereupy a 
: io e en R acu ly arife, unlefs fome fea lp aakin nee £ 
“ wards r Ieis” ad : 1 eee pereigo enacted theta "fein 
and alfo coches’ a ee eee ENS Ever “feitures 0 
< marriages By eit. oF 3 oufter-le-mains, valugs aug ae of an 

other knight’s Grice: fae T ee the king’s majefty, 
r ens. nes . or alienations, feizures, ae ile 
filemarier, and urfaire as by homage; and allo am 
charset eee My ue itz chevalier, be taken ra erly abo- 
i hed. age Be a ieus before mentioned be u ae eftate 
of inheritance i. Ot any honours, TDANOTS, lands, goii king % 

ce at the common law, held either of the 
i 


< 
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‘ of any other perfon, be hereby turned into free and common foccage, 
‘ from that time for ever.’ By. this a@ alfo, purveyance of provifions, 
&c. for the king’s houfehold was taken away, fo as ‘ no money or other 
‘ things fhall be taken, impofed, or levied, for any provifion, car- 
riages, or purveyance for the crown. Nor fhall the fubject’s timber, 
fuel, corn, cattle, hay, ftraw, victual, carts, carriage-horfes, &c. be 
taken away without their free and full confent: neither hall the 
crown hereafter have any pre-emption, in market, or out of market ; 
‘ but the fubje&s fhall freely buy and fell how, and to whom, they 

| P. pleafe, under proper penalties and forfeitures.’ This famous law, 
which took away all fervile tenures and dependencies on the king and 
great lords, and abfolutely prevented the arbitrary treatment of the f 
people by the king’s officers, under pretence of purveying or providing 
for his table, journies, &c. was looked on as a fecond magna charta for 
the people of England. It was therefor judged but reafonable that the 
crown, which had hereby loft many emoluments and much power and 
influence, fhould be recompenfed fome other way: by this fame a& 
therefor the duties of excife on malt-liquors, cyder, perry, mead, {pirits, 


or ftrong waters, coffee, tea *, fherbet, and chocolate, were fettled on the z 
king during his life, by way.of additional revenue to the tonnage and Ey 
poundage act already recited. [12 Car. II, c. 24.] 5 


The parliament again prohibited the exportation of live fheep, wool, i 
woollen yarn, and fullers’ earth, of the produce of England and Ireland, 
upon the forfeiture thereof, and of the fhips carrying them, and alfo a 
penalty of 20/ for every fheep, and 3f for every pound of wool, and 
three months imprifonment for the mafter of fuch fhip. A claufe was, 
however, added in behalf of the ifles of Jerfey and Guernfey, Alderney, 
and Sark, allowing them annually to export thither 3300 tods of un- 


| 
kemed wool, each tod not exceeding 32 pounds. [12 Car. II, c. 32.] d 
This licence, it is faid, gave birth to the great ftocking-trade of thofe 4 
ifles, and thereby funk the ftocking manufacture of Somerfetfhire, and ; P 


fome other parts of England. This was the firft legal a@ for the ex- 
prefs and general prohibition of the exportation of wool by Englifh 
{ubjects. Sundry additions and penalties have fince been enaéted for 
corroboration thereof; yet fuch is the force of the temptation to gain, 
that to this day the complaints of exportation to France and Holland 
are as loud as ever: and though numberlefs {chemes and propofals for 
new laws and penalties have fo often, been offered to the public, yet i 
none of them have been hitherto judged practicable in every refpedt. 
In this memorable year the parliament paffed an ac againft planting 


* According to an author quoted by Dr. John. < tinued the fame till 1797? [Fobnfin's Works, F. 
fon, © Vea was frh imported from Holland by the x, f. 261, ed, 1787-] The act of parliament thews 
“earls of Ariineton-and Offory in 1666. From that this author was miftaken 5 but it may be pre- aS 
* their ladies the women of quality learned its ufe. fumed, that the ufe of tea was very rare at this 
£ Its price was then three pound a pound, and con- time, M. 
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tobacco in England or Ireland ; which firft takes Notice © of ea 
< concern and importance of the colonies and Plantations of Englanqg 
< America: and that all due and poffible encouragement fhould p Be 

to them ; not only as great dominions have been added thereby ta i, a 
< imperial crown of England; but alfo, that the ftrength and welfare 

of the kingdom very much depend on them, in regard to the employ. 
‘ ment of a very confiderable part of its fhipping and feamen, and of 
« the vent of very great quantities of its native commodities and:many. 
< fadtures ; as alfo of their fupplying us with feveral commodities: for. 
‘ merly furnifhed us by foreigners. And forafrauch as tobacco jg one 
< of the main produéts of feveral of thofe plantations, it is hereby pies 
‘ hibited to be planted in England or Ireland; as depriving the king of 

a confiderable part of his revenue by cuftoms: befides that, tobacco 


fo wholefome 


e 


a 


as our plantation tobacco.’ [12 Car. II, c. 34.] 
The earl of Clarendon (lord chancellor) in his own defence, upon his 
impeachment in parliament, obferved, that foon after King Charles's 
reftoration, he ufed all the endeavours he could to bring his majefty to 
have a great efteem for his plantations, and to encourage the improve- 
ment of them: and that he was confirmed in his opinion and defire by 
the entries at the cuftom-houfe, by which he found what a great reve- 
nue accrued to the king from thofe plantations: infomuch, that the re- 
ceipts from thence had repaired the decreafe of the cuftoms, which the 
late troubles had brought upon other parts of trade. g 
As the ingenious author of the Prefent ftate of England, [Part i, p. 
259, ed. 1683] obferves, that afparagus, artichocks, oranges, and lemons, 
were then but of a late date in England *; we imagine they may 
have been firft produced with us, about the time of the reftoration; and 
probably cauliflower was rather fomewhat, though very little, later than 


this time; as were alfo fundry kinds of beans, peas, and falads, now in 
common ufe. 


In the fame y 
land, were eftab 
place not excee 


So miles, 3d; from London to Berwick, 3d; from Berwick to 40 miles- 


diftance, 2d; from Berwick farther than 40 miles, 4d. From any Le 
of England to Dubli 


n, one fheet, 6d; from Dublin to any part of Ire- 
of two fheets to 

quadruple poftage 
fake, as they are in every counting houfe. [12 Car. I, ¢. 35-] : 
revenue was found to bring in L21,500 when it and the wine lice ae 
he year 1663 on the duke of York. All the forego"? 


* . . : 1? s 
Have oranges and lemons ever been cultivated in England but ag matters of curiofity ? M: 
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acts being made without the bithops, and the parliament being diffolved 
the 20th of December 1660, the next parliament thought fit to re-ena@ 
them all. [13 Car. IT, c. 14.] 

__ By a refolution of a committee of the Britith houfe of commons, on 
the 28th of March 1735, it appears that the privilege enjoyed by mem- 
bers of parliament of franking their letters, was co-eval with this eftablifh- 
ment, viz. ‘ it is the opinion of this committee, that the privilege of 
‘ franking letters by the knights, citizens, and burgefles, chofen to re- 

‘ prefent the commons in parliament, began with the erecting a poft- 

‘ office within this kingdom, by a& of parliament. And that all letters, 

‘ not exceeding two ounces, figned by, or direéted to, any member of 
‘ this houfe, during the fitting of every feffion of parliament, and forty 

‘ days before, and forty days, after every f{ummons or prorogation, 

‘ ought to be carried and delivered freely, and from all parts of Great 

‘ Britain and Ireland, without any charge of poftage.’ 

Soon after the reftoration of Charles Il the French began to invade 
the ifland of Newfoundland, till then folely poffeffed by England. They 
firft fettled on the fouthern coatt of it, by the help of their colony in 
Canada, and ftrongly fortified: themfelves at Placentia, where they con- 
tinued to encroach on the Englifh in the wars of King William and 
Queen Anne. 

It is certain that there is a vaft profit accruing to the public from the 
Newfoundland fifhery. It breeds great numbers of excellent feamen. 
It keeps up a great number of fhipping. It employs many various 
trades. . It perhaps gains us almoft L400,000 per annum increafe to the 
national ftock of treafure, from Portugal, Spain, and Italy, to which 
countries moft of the fifh is carried ; what is {hipped for Britain and ` 
Ireland being but inconfiderable, when compared with what is fent to 
thofe countries ; and fome alfo is fent to the fugar iflands. Computa- 
tions have been made, that a fhip of 100 tons ufually carries to market 
as much fifh as yields L3000, of which L2000 is faid to be clear gain ; 
which fhews, that the fifhery is of all trades the moft profitable. There 
were ufually two different ways of conduéting that trade. Some vidual 
and man their fhips from Poole, Dartmouth, Biddeford, and other weft- 
ern ports, and refort early to the banks of Newfoundland, to fifh on 
their own proper account. Others fail directly to the land, and pur- 
chafe their cargoes of thofe fifhers, or elfe of the inhabitants from off 
their flages. The banks are vaft fhoals, or fubmarine mountains, to 
Which the cod refort in infinite numbers. ‘Train-oil is drawn from 
their livers in confiderable quantities. On thofe banks, and on the coatts 
‘of Newfoundland, there have been feen 600 or 700 veflels of different 
Nations fifhing at the fame time. s 

This year Sir Thomas Modyford, an eminent planter in the ifland of 
Barbados, after acquiring a vaft fortune there, removed to Jimaica, 
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where he inftruéted the planters in the cultivation of the 
for which, and his other great improvements, he was aft 
pointed governor of Jamaica, and fo continued from 166 Bat 
About this time, the Dutch attenipted the conqueft of Gog ‘hee 
fettlement of the Portuguefe in Eaft India ; but it being then pa 
in a better condition than fince, they were not able to take it, aleh ably 
they blocked up the bar of that city for twelve years together a 
was ftill a magnificent city, full of churches and monatteries : fome set 
counts fay, to the number of eighty; and that its diftri& extended fe 
ty miles along the coaft, and fifteen miles within land. That there wera 
then about 30,000 perfons in its diftrict, who lived by the church be- 
ing equal in number to the laity there, (a moft wife nation fara] “A 
befides 50,000 native Indians. Yet it is no wonder that moft of the 
laity are defcribed to be poor, fince the clergy fwallow up the bulk of 
its riches. Goa is, in our time, much decayed, occafioned chiefly in- 
deed by the Portuguefe having loft moft of their fettlements and faGo. 
‘ries in India. Yet it was defcribed fome years ago as having 140,000 
people of all forts under the Portuguefe dominion, in the ifles of Goa, 
South Salfet and Bardes, whither three or four large veffels went yearly 
from Portugal, now probably not fo many. 

We may here obferve, that the parliament this year pafled an a@ in 
favour of the Dutch or Flemings at Colchefter, who in Queen Elizabeth's ` 
time brought the manufacture of bayes into England. Hereby the 
governor ‘of the Dutch bay-hall in that town, and the Dutch people be- 
longing to that community, were confirmed in all the privileges and 
Immunities which they had at any preceding time enjoyed. And all 
bayes made in that town were direéted to be carried’ to their row-hall, 
to be fearched and ftamped, before they be fold. [12 Car. Il, e. 22] 

The coins of King Charles II confifted of the fame pieces with thofé 
coined in the fecond year of his father, and were all hammered, till the 
year 1663, when milled money was coined. 

_ In this remarkable yéar was the royal fociety of London formed and 
incorporated by King Charles Il; of which the author of this work 
does not prefume to give the complete and perfe& character and eulo- 
gium. — It is fufficient for his purpofe only to remark, that its improve 
ments in aftronomy and geography are alone fufficient te exalt its Tep% 
tation, and to demonftrate its great utility even, to the mercantile wor”: 
See infifting on its many and great improvements in other arts an 
ges ee a goh ma alfo a relation to commerce, A 

a cee, agriculture, &c. Voltaire, in his Age ¢ as 
F. » obferves, that to this illuftrious fociety the world is 10 A 
; a negate eiss relating to light, the principle of get s 

i jon of the fixed ftars, the geometry of tranfcendant qua. 

and an hundred other difcoveries, which, in this refpect, migbt JU 
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`+ denominate the age we fpeak of, to be the age of the Englith, as well 
‘ as the age of Louis the XIV.’ 

In 1666 the great Colbert, emulous of this glory of England, advifed 
King Louis XIV, at the requeft alfo of feveral men of learning, te 
eftablith the French academy of fciences, which, in 1669, became an 
incorporated body like ours of London, as fundry others have fince been: 
in other countries of Europe. 

So greatly was the commerce, and confequently the wealth, of Eng- 
land increafed by this time, that feveral political writers, and particu- 
larly the anonymous author of the Happy future ftate of England 
thought by fome to be the earl of Anglefey, are of opinion, that the 
revenue of England at the reftoration was quintuple of what it was at 
the reformation from popery, in the reign of King Henry VIII. This; 
we apprehend, may be probable enough, yet no author, that we know 
of, has clearly made it out to be precifely fuch a proportion of increafe, 
and therefor we fhall leave it as we found it, rather than miflead our: 
readers by pofitive affertions, void of abfolute proof, which is not eafy: 
to. come at. ; $ 

While the Eaft-India trade from. England remained, in a manner, free 
and open, viz. from 1653 to 1657, an incident in India had almoft made 
an open breach between our two houfes of parliament, after the reftora- 
tion, and made a great buftle for fome years. l 

In the year 1657 Thomas Skinner, a merchant, had fitted out a fhip 
for India, where he arrived the next year. At the fame time the Eaft- 
India company had a new charter from Cromwell, and their agents feiz- 
ed his fhip and merchandize, together with his houfe and ifland of Ba- 
rella, which he had bought of the king of Jamby. They even denied 
him a paflage home ;- and he was obliged to travel over-land to Europe. 
For feveral years after the reftoration Skinner made lamentable com- 
plaints to the king, who at length recommended his cafe to a committee 
of the council, and next to the houfe of peers, from whom alfo Skinner 
petitioned for redrefs. The peers directed the Eaft-India company to 
an{wer, who pleaded their exclufive privileges and trade in and to India, 
and alfo demurred to the lords jurifdiction, as not coming to them re- 
gularly, by appeal from an inferior court. The lords overruled this 
plea, and in 1666 appointed Skinner’s cafe to be pleaded at their bar, 
yet the company found means to get it poftponed to the year 1667, 
when they again demurred as before, and at the fame time petitioned 
the houfe of commons againft the proceedings of the houfe of lords, 
which they alleged to be contrary to law. The lords hereupon were 
greatly inflamed, and finally gave Skinner L5000 damages, to be paid 
by the Eaft-Indiacompany. This inflamed the houfe of commons, who 
Not only paled fome very warm votes againft the houfe of lords, but tent 
Skinner prifoner to the tower. The lords were thereby farther inflam- 
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ed, and voted the company’s petition to the houfe of commons to 
falfe and fcandalous. The commons thereupon refolved, that who, be 
fhould execute the fentence of the lords in favour of Skinner thoulg 
deemed a betraver of the rights and liberties of the commons of p 
land, and an infringer of the privileges of their houfe, Thofe viols 
heats obliged the king to adjourn the parliament, feven times, an d E 
quarrel reviving in the fefion of 1670, the king called both houfes a 
Whitehall, and prevailed on them to erafe all. the votes, &e. oF ash 
houfes on this fubject. Thus it ended, after many elaborate difquifitio 
on the jurifdiGtion of either houfe of parliament; nor does it Clearly = 
pear, that Skinner ever had any redrefs at all. P 

1661.—In the year 1661 the king granted a new, or fupplementa] char- 
ter to the Englifh Levant, or Turkey, company, which, after ratifying and 
confirming that company’s firft charter, granted in 1 605, directed, that 
no perfon refiding within 20 miles of London, excepting noblemen and 
gentlemen of quality, fhould be admitted into the freedom of the com-` 
pany, unlefs firt made free of the city of London. So all perfons, who 
from thenceforth defired to trade to Turkey, and were not free of the 
city of London, were put to a confiderable additional expenfe in taking 
up the freedom, which has been fince frequently found fault with. 

The Englifh Eaft-India company, notwithftanding the diforders in it 
of late years, being fuppofed ftill to exift, as eftablithed by Queen Eliza- 
beth, King James, and King Charles I, obtained of King Charles II a 
new exclufive charter, dated the 3d of April 1661, by the old name of 
the governor and company of merchants of -London trading to the 
Eaft-Indies. It was to confift of a governor, a deputy governor, and 
twenty-four committees, (fince called directors) to be annually elected ; 
the limits of their trade the fame as in the former charters. They, their 
fons at twenty-one years of age, their apprentices, factors, and fervants, 
employed in this trade, might freely trade to India, in fuch manner on- 
ly as a general court fhould direc. The company to have perpetual 
fucceflion, to make bye-laws, and impofe penalties not repugnant to the 
laws of England; might export only L50,000 in foreign filver annually. 
And in time of reftramt to be allowed fix good fhips, and fix good pm- 
ace ee PES, to fail yearly to India, unlefs the Jane, os 
Juag per to ftop them from going, in order to reinforce his 10) 
nagyatos defence of the realm, on urgent occafions. None other fhoul 
pee to eee bout their licence, on pain of forfeiting {ips a 
oF eg) oo Paik to the crown,soneshalf to ithe company. They mig 
agmit into their freedom all fuch apprentices, factors, and ox 
ny, and all fuch others as a majority Of t fix 
fe. The company muft import, eee 
age, at leaft as much fi}ver as they carrie eee 
er exported muft be fhipped. at London, 1” 
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mouth, or Plymouth Adventurers to have votes in proportion to their 
{tock paid in on the refpetive voyages L500 ftock to have one vote ; 
and any fuch freemen as have paid in lefs than L509 might join toge- 
ther, and make up Lsoo, or one vote, jointly. The company to have 
and enjoy all plantations, forts, factories, &c. in Eaft India 3 may erect 
new fortifications there, or at St. Helena, immediately under their com- 
mand ; to have time for the payment of the king’s cuftoms, half in fix 
months, and the other half fix months after. And if any goods, which 
{hail have paid cuftom, are loft, the cuftom to be returned to the lofers ; 
may appoint governors, judges, &c. thereof, and may judge alt perfons. 
living under them, both in civil and criminal caufes ; may make war 
and peace with any prince or people that are not chriftians, (within 
their limits) as fhall be moft for the benefit of their trade, and may re- 
compenfe-themfelves on the goods, eftates, or people there, who thall 
injure them ; may build, plant, and fortify at St. Helena, and elfewhere 
within their limits ; may tran{port fuch numbers of men as they fhall 
think fit, being’ willing thereunto, and govern them there, in fuch legal 
manner as the company fhall think fit, and may inflict punifhment, fines, 
&c. for mifdemeanours ; may feize the perfons of all Englifh fubjeds, 
failing in any Indian or Englith veflel, or inhabiting there without the 
company’s leave firft obtained, and may fend them to England. Per- 
fons in the company’s fervice, appealing from the fentence of the go- 
vernors, &c. in India, to be fent home to receive fentence of the com- 
pany, agreeable to the laws of the land. Governors, &c. in India, may 
examine, upon oath, all factors, afters, purfers, &c. for difcovery of ° 
injuries. 4 £ 

Firft provifo, that this company may not trade to any place within 
their limits, already poffefled by any chriftian prince or ftate in amity 
with his majefty, without the confent of fuch prince or ftate. 

Second provifo, that in cafe the continuance of this charter, or of 
any part thereof, fhall hereafter appear to the king or his fucceffors not 
to be profitable to the crown or kingdom, then, after three years warn- 
ing given to this company by the crown, this prefent charter fhall be 
void to all intents and purpofes. The reft is only a repetition of the. 
claufes in Queen Elizabeth’s charter of the year 1600, to which there- 
for, for brevity’s fake, we refer. 

Thus the very fame perfons and capital ftock, re-incorporated by 
Cromwell in the year 1657, were now again eftablifhed and confirmed 
by this charter ; in which, however, there were fome powers relating to 
punifhments of delinquents, &c. that were afterwards deemed illegal and 
arbitrary. ss 

By this charter it appears that this company had not Gn, the manner. 
of our modern Eaft-India company) one fole transferable joint-ftock, 


but that every one, who was free of this company, paid in a certain fum. 
2- 
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j ey to the company, on fitting out their Voyages, for wh: 
ee, in the company’s books,and had his proportionable dina be 
the profits of fuch refpective voyage 3 the whole inveftments bein don 
by the company in their corporate capacity. And they Were nor h e 
by made an irrevocable corporation, but might be diffolved on ae 
ears notice. : a 
The Portuguefe having recovered the rich and extenfive Proving 
Brafil from the Dutch, and the Dutch, on the other hand, ain € of 
pelled the Portuguefe from their forts and fettlements at Coulan, a b 
A or, Cochin, Cranganor, and Calicut, on the coaft of Malabar, n e 
India, they now terminated the war by a treaty, whereby each power 
retained the dominions and fettlements then actually 1n their pofleffion 
About this time many proteftant diflenters in England and Scotland. 
to avoid perfecutions and reftraints in matters of conf{cience, removed 
to New England. 
By an act of parliament [13, 14 Car. II, c. 2] for repairing the high- 
‘ways and fewers, and paving and keeping clean the ftreets. in and about 
London and Weftminfter, and for reforming annoyances and diforders 
there, regulating and licencing of hackney coaches, and enlarging fe- 
veral ftrait and inconvenient ftreets and paflages, it appears that many 
new ftreets were then fcarcely finifhed in and about St. James’s parifh, 
The ftreet or way from the end of Petty-france to St. James’s-houfe*; 
a ftreet from St. James’s-houfe up to the high-way +; a ftreet in St. 
James’s-fields, commonly called the Pall-mall, and alfo'a ftreet extend- 
ing from the Meufe to Piccadilly f, and from thence towards the ftone- 
bridge, to the furthermoft building near the Bull, at the corner of Air- 
fireet, were hereby directed to be paved, at the rate of 1/4 for every 
{quare yard, out from the houfes or garden-walls to the middle of the 
way, at the expenfe of the proprietors of the houfes, &c: The other 
ways were to be kept in repair out of the money arifing from 4c hack- 
ney coaches hereby direéted to be ‘licenced, at L5 to be paid annually 
for every coach. ‘The rates of the coaches by the day, by the hour, 
and by the ground, hereby eftablifhed exactly the famevas at this day. 
Candles, or lights in lanthorns, were to be hung out by every houfehold- 
er fronting the ftreets, in London, Weftminfter, and fuburbs, from 
micbaeimar to lady-day, from its being dark until nine in the evening 
me ore {treets and narrow paflages are alfo direéted to be mie > 
> Viv. the treet or paflage near Stocks in London ; the {treet ot P 


í Š : age 
ones et condui to St. Paul’s church in London; the P3 w 


ftreet and paflag 


-hart inn from the Strand, into Covent-garden ie ob- 
e by and near Exeter-houfe and the Savoy, bene 
* It is not very clear what ft 


T Now Sh Jaa eee oe was thus deferibed. 4. 
+ Now the Haymarket, 4, : 
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ftructed by a rail and the unevennefs of the ground thereabouts; the 
paflage and ftreet of St. Martin’s-lane out of the Strand; the paflage 
or {treet of Field-lane, commonly called Jackanapes-lane, going be- 
tween Chancery-lane and Lincoln’s-inn-fields; the paflage and gate- 
houfe of Cheapfide, into St. Paul’s church-yard ; the paflage againft St. 
Dunftan’s church in the weft (being obftructed by a wall); the ftreet 
and paflage near the weft end of the Poultry, in London, and the paflage 
at Temple-bar. All thefe were deemed very incommodious to coaches, 
carts, and paflengers, and prejudicial to commerce and trading. All 
which fhew very plainly, how inelegant, as well as inconvenient, a great 

art of the city of London was at this time; and alfo how: much the 
liberty of Weftminfter was conftantly increafing in new ftreets and: 
buildings, the confequence of our increafing commerce and wealth. So 
much is the great contiguity of London altered fince then, that fome 
part. of this defcription is difficult to be traced at this prefent time. 

An aĉ for regulating the making of ftuffs in Norfolk and Norwich 
fays, ‘ the trade of weaving ftuffs hath of late times been very much 
“ increafed, and great variety of new forts have been invented ; fo that 
‘ the power given by the flatute [17 Edw. IV, c. 1] is not fufficient for - 
“ regulating the fame ; and the wardens by the fame act appointed, be- i 
‘ ing but eight, are too few for governing and ordering the trade ;. i 
‘ wherefor there fhall be twelve wardens and thirty affiftants for regu- 

‘ lating the manufaéture of worfteds and Norwich ftuffs.’ [13, 14 
Car. II, c. §.] From this aét we may infer that thofe light manufactures . 
were much increafed. f 

The filk manufacture of London was now become fo confiderable, . 
that the preamble to an at for regulating the trade of filk-throwing 
obferves, that the faid company of filk-throwfters (as it is exprefled 
in their petition) employ above 40,000 men, women, and. children 
therein.. It was'therein enacted, that none fhould fet up in that trade 
without ferving feven years apprenticefhip, and becoming free of the: 
company.. [13, 14 Car. Il, c. 15.]. 

After this time: we find. divers~a@ts of parliament in this-and fuc-- 
ceeding reigns for regulating the filk manufacture at home, and the 
importation of.taw and thrown filk from foreign parts; many of which 


were temporary, others have been repealed or altered, and the reft of ` 
little information to the generality of readers, untilwe come to the year 4 
1722. P i 


| Another act was pafled, prohibiting: the exportation of live fheep, 

wool, woollen yarn, fullers earth, fulling clay, and tobacco .pipe clay. 
[13, 14 Car. If, c. 18.] Additional laws have fince this time been made 
for this very important end. But once for all, we fhall take the liberty 
to remark, that they have by no means anfwered the end, though re-- 
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nominations being the higheft filver coins then in ufe, t 


inforced by feverer penalties. So difficult a tatk it jg off 
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matter an evil, of which immediate and confiderable gan jg Y ty 
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An aét of parliament of the gth of King Edward TIT havin be 
ed the elon? of any filver halfpenny or farthing for a ny pee 
whatever, and another act of the 17th of King Richard II havin Pofe 


hibited the like melting.down of filver groats and half Sroats, thofe de- 


F he goldími 
and refiners at this time taking advantage of the ftri& letter of me 


two. acts, concluded that there was no penalty for melting the filver 
coins of an higher denomination than were then in being, A law was 
therefor made this year [14 Car. ZI, c. 31] againft melting down an 
of our filver coins, upon the penalty of forfeiting the fame and double: 
the value. Yet in this, as well as in the laws prohibiting the eXportation 
of our wool, the temptation of immediate profit gets the better of all 
reftraints whatever. 

The parliament of Scotland, who in moft matters relating to com. 
merce, more efpecially fince the union of the crowns, wifely followed the 
Englith, this year paffed a navigation a&, for encouraging of fhipping 
‘and navigation; but it was not to extend to importations from Afia- 
Africa, and America, Ruffia and Italy, till fo declared by a fubfequent 
act, or by the privy council, or the council of trade, nor to corn in 
time of dearth. Goods fhipped in foreign veflels, or belonging to aliens, 
were to pay double duty. ; 

They alfo paffed an aå for erecting companies for the improvement 
of the herring and white fiheries. And in this and fucceeding reigns, 
down to the confolidating union of the two kingdoms, they granted 
fundry bounties on the exportation of fith of all kinds, and made fundry 
good laws (efpecially fince the re{toration) for the regulation of their 
commerce, and of their linen and woollen manufactures, &c. All 
which being now of Jittle or no ufe, we have not thought it neceflary 
to enlarge on them *, : 

The laws prohibiting the ufe of ] 


crates i- 
: ogwood, which was fuppofed pem 
cious to the goods dyed w 


ood ith it, were repealed, it being now foun 

(ays the aĝ, intitled, Frauds and abufes in his majefly’s cuftoms p 

vented and regulated), ‘ that the ingenious induftry of thefe times My 

taught the dyers of England the art of fixing the colours made as 

f Tan alias blockwood, fo as that by experience they are fee of 

‘ afting and ferviceable as the colours made with any other es 
dying wood.’ [13,14 Car. Ges 


ee: © free 
The Scottifh Parliament, at the fame time, 
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i 5 reduced the intereft of money to /x per # 
“ of all retention or cther public burdens whatfoeyer,? [Pats to ie ae 
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At this time King Charles II fhamefully delivered up to France the 
country of Nova Scotia, and fuch part of Canada as was held by our: 
people *. i d 

The treaties of alliance made by King Charles with Sweden and 
Denmark contain nothing new or particular concerning commerce. 
[General Coll. of Treaties, V. iii, Pp. 240, 253, 254, 263.] 

Many and loud complaints had been made by the merchants and 
clothiers of Exeter and other parts of the weft of England (whom the 
company of merchant-adventurers called interlopers), as particularly 
in the year 1638, to the houfe of commons, and alfo in the years 1643 
and 1645. They now again complained to the parliament, and in their- 
remonftrance termed that company monopolizers and obftruétors of 
the fale of our woollen manufa@tures. As it is poffible that fome fuch 
objections, however {lightly grounded, may fome time or other be 
hereafter renewed, and as it will alfo throw fome light upon the. ftate- 
of our juftly-favoured woollen manufadure, and will-give a diftiné ftate 
of that company’s condition at that time, we fhall as briefly as poflible 
fet.down.their objections, with the company’s anfwers. 

In general it was objected, 

That confining the whole trade of the manufactures of wool fent to- 
Germany and the Netherlands, being the greateft ftaple commodity of* 
England, to one particular company of men, who call themfelves the 
only merchant-adventurers, is detrimental to all-in general, and parti- 
cularly to thofe of Exeter and Devonfhire: For, 

I) They make the clothiers take what price they pleafe, by not buy- 
ing their goods brought to market, until neceflity obliges-them to fell 
even for lofs. They moreover frequently ftint or limit the number of 
cloths to be fhipped, and allot to each-merchant how much he fhall 
{hip for his particular proportion ; fo that the governor, deputy, and 
committees, may ferve themfelves and friends with the greateft fhare ; . 
which is not only prejudicial to the reft, but does alfo hinder the put- 
ting off fo much more cloth abroad.. l ; 

II) The company confine the vent of this great ftaple commodity to 
a few places at home, as the trade of. all the weft countries to London; . 
whereas Exeter and other places ought to have liberty to fhip off their 
goods from the neareft port, whereby much charge might be faved F: 

III) By:the two refolutions of the houfe of commons in 1624, for 
liberty to all merchants, as well as thofe called merchant-adventurers, 
to export dozens, kerfies, and new. manufactures, as well as dyed, 


> I doubt if any part of Canada was then pof- ‘+ The reftriction of the ftaple for cloths tw ane 
feed by our people. Hiftorians are fo carclefs ox two towns in each foreign country, f S Of 
in their accounts of thofe countries, that they terdam for all Holland, was alfo coni iaeo 
feem not to have thought them worthy of their as prejudiga! to ene Hoe at home an 
i : ners abroad. h 
attention, 4. é the confume i 
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fed, and coloured cloths, into Germany and the Net 
en traders increafed in number, and the Dutch fell off n = 
they did not make 4000 cloths. in the year 1632. But the 
being again encouraged by means of theit purfe, &c. the Dut 
jncreafed to 20,000 cloths in the year, and many of our man 
people fettled in Holland. i - 

IV) This company make their embarkations but thrice į 
which hinders the clothiers from felling their goods but j 
times, and that only to two towns beyond fea. 

V) The heavy impofitions and fines they lay on the many 
amount to near as much as the king’s cuftoms, infomuch t 
1616 to 1641, they raifed, as per their own books, Lr 82,29 
what duties they received ‘beyond fea; whereby the cheapne 
commodities is hindered, and the Dutch are encouraged to 
their manufacture of woollen goods, as they have greatly done 
laft forty or fifty years. 

VI) The company ftritly tie their members to trade only to two 
towns, viz. Hamburgh and Dort, the later of which is inconvenie 
fituated for vending the goods into the inland parts. 

VII) In the company’s prefent condition, they are indebted for vaft 
fums, which cannot be difcharged but by raifing it on our manufac. 
tures. 

VIII) The company arrogate powers of impofing oaths, and levying 
fines and taxes, on their fellow fubjects, though they were never yet 
eftablifhed by law, and have been complained of from time to time 
thefe 160 years. 

1X) This monopolizing company did in all tranfport but 225 pieces 
of woollen goods from midfummer to -michaclmas 1661 ; and yet five 
or fix Exeter merchants, not free of the company, did within the fame 
Guanten of a year buy and export beyond fea 9254. pieces. The com- 
He ep fhips but feldom, in comparifon of other merchants, 20! 

a per of the mariners that other merchants do. ; p 
fae a gun ımıted power given to this company by their charter ar 
for the a Hae and repugnant to the ftatute [12 Hen. VII, © ces 
they hall oar ig eae make whapmrules ang oi 
compel thofe of tl oui fupport of their privileges, and may a e 
woollen manufa&t Ea ea but even all others ufing tra : 

actures in their precincts to obey the fame x 


On the other 

er hand, the com j ir vindicati 

: any in their vi ation. rep 
fiance as follows, viz. pany ndic ; 


ds, the 
i ch, that 
OMpan 


n the year 
uft at thofe 


faCturers 
hat from 
53 befide 
fs of our 
Improve 
for the 


ntly 


lied in fub- 


* Parker (in a- j i 
1645), fays os a Free trade, fell his own goods, which obliges 


abroadel p in the marts belong; œ to their fellowfhip to fhun 
Elan ne aie Resting upon every to the great prejudice of the file 0 
Satie or liberty to buy and cloth of this realm. 
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I) The company do not pretend to be the only merchant-adventur- 


ers, although their charters ftile them the merchant-adventurer$ of 
England: yet they count it their honour, that they are no company of 


one city, town, or burgh, but a national corporation, and difperfed all 
over the kingdom: that they all meet together in their marts abroad, 
where their confultations are for the intereft of the whole kingdom in 
the clothing trade, and where a majority of the freemen and traders 
prefent governs in all matters. Yet nothing can be concluded in that 
chief mart. town beyond fea, but by the concurrence of that other court 

which refides in the United Netherlands, and of this here in London. 

And this court at London maintains a correfpondence all along with all 

other their diftiné courts, as of York, Hull, and Newcaftle : and Exe- 

ter once had one of their moft confiderable courts in it, though now 

there be only one member there. 

II) They deny their opponents accufations of {tinting the exporta- 
tions, or of diftrefling the clothiers in the fale of their goods ; as alfo 
their confining the vent of the weftern counties to London, feeing any 
freeman may fhip his goods direétly abroad from the next port, as from 
York, Hull, Beverley, Newcaftle, Hartlepoole, Stockton, Norwich, Yar- 
mouth, Lynn, Ip{wich, Colchefter, and all other ports of England, where 
they have members. j TE 

MI) As the ftatute [12 Hen. VII, c. 6] relates only to a freedom of 
commerce during the four marts, for which alfo they were to pay the 
company ten marks, that act can be of no force at prefent, feeing thofe 
marts are in difufe in the Netherlands. And it is enough that the fel- 
lowfhip fubmits to the parliament’s pleafure to admit all men that can 
relifh government on fuch conditions and limitations of fines as they 
fhall dire&: 

TV) In anfwer to the fum of L182,295 faid to be raifed on the trade 
by the fellowfhip in 25 years time, they fay, that when they were dif- 
folved, in order to make room: for Sir William Cockayne’s project of 
dying and dreffing cloths before exportation, the fellowfhip was indebt- 
ed a good fum of money ; that after their charters were reftored, they 
were engaged in feveral fervices to the king and queen of Bohemia, and 
to King James and King Charles I; to which, if the charge of fix feveral 
refidences, and of courts abroad and at home be added, it will appear: 
they were no ill hufbands, and that this fum was not fo burdenfome to 
be raifed on the manufactures in fo long a tract of time. For the im- 
pofition laid on cloths is but about 1 per cent; and, in recompenfe for 
this r per cent, the company’s immunities abroad, and their freedoms 
there, by treaties, from taxes, tolls, watch and ward, &c. which others 
not free of the fellowfhip muft pay in the Netherlands and Germany, 
are worth 3 per cent to their members. 
è 
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It is true, they owe a large debt, occafioned partly b ; i: 
ave of the civil wars, &c. and. partly by the oapention He the iS 
lopers, and they think it reafonable that it fhould be Paid off ne 
very gradually, by contributions or taxes on the commerce, ough 

V1) If the fellowfhip be not as yet eftablifhed by any law, it js 

- fubmittéd, whether it is not more than time it fhould be fe tled b Now 
of parliament. Y ad 

VII) The fellowfhip take care that the rich overgrown 
not ingrofs the whole traffic, but there fhall be room for 
{maller traders to employ their ftocks. 

VIM) They carefully infpect the true making of cloth, 

IX) They have done more, and been at greater ex 
the exportation of our wools and fullers-earth, than 
rations and merchants in England. 

Laftly, they infifted, that unlefs their corporation be fupported, and 
even legally eftablifhed, all the privileges and advantages, which our 
commerce has for many ages enjoyed in foreign parts beyond other na. 
tions, muft neceflarily fall with their fellowfhip, and the kingdom at 
home be left without a fhadow of regulation in its greateft concern- 
ment. 

After this time we hear no more of this company’s complaints againft 
feparate traders, nor, on the other hand, of any uneafinefs of merchants 
not free of it, the terms being quite eafy, if they incline fo to be. 
They have long fince fixed their refidence folely at Hamburgh, where 
they have confiderable privileges, and drive a great commerce for fup- 
plying many provinces. of Germany with our manufactures of wool,. 

c. 


traders fha 
yo Unger and 


penfe, to prevent 
all the other corpo- 


Toward the clofe of this year, a marriage treaty was concluded be- 
tween King Charles and the Princefs Catherine, fifter to Alphonfo VI, 
king of Portugal. Ts is faid, that the real fortune which Alphonfo 
agreed to give.with his fifter was L300,co0 fterling. It is almoft foreign 
to our purpofe to remark, that France greatly forwarded this match Dr 
the farther weakening of Spain; and that Spain for the prevention 
thereof, propofed to our king three feveral proteftant princeffes : but 
it is much to our purpofe to note, that Portugal, hoping for great K 
fiftance from England againft Spain, not only agreed to the above large 

- fum, but likewife to cede to King Charles for ever the town and port 
of Tangier on the Barbary fhore, at the very entrance of the Straits, 
and alfo the town, port, and ifland of Bombay, with the reft ~ a 
ifle of North Salfet on the coaft of Malabar in Eaft-India. Tangier ha 
been poffeffed by the Portuguefe ever fince the year 1463, when ae 
Alphonfo V took it from the Moors. To this port King Charles ae 
ed all the privileges and immunities of a free port, in order to max 

ê 
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a place of trade, for which, as well as for the fecurity of our Mediter- 
ranean commerce, it was very advantageoufly fituated *. 

King Charles at firft propofed to preferve Bombay and Salfet as part 
of his royal domain, and therefor fent the earl of Marlborough thither 
with five fhips of war and 500 foldiers. But he met with fo many dif- 
ficulties from the Portuguefe viceroy of Goa, &c. that after lofing many 
men by ficknefs, &c. he did not get abfolute pofleffion of Bombay till 
the year 1664, and even then not all the territory agreed to be yielded 
with it. It was foon after found, that the king’s expenfe in maintain- 
ing it greatly exceeded the profits of it, and that his people there un- 
derfold the Englith Eaft-India company’s agents, whereby, and by vio- 
lences committed on the natives by the king’s foldiers, &c. great con- 
fufions were likely to enfue: thefe confiderations induced him to make 
a grant in full property for ever of that port and territory to our Eaft- 
India company, by charter dated 27th March 1668, to hold it in free 
‘and common foccage of his imperial crown, on reimburfing the ex- 
penfes of it, and paying an annualrent of Lro in gold on the 3oth 
September yearly, at the cuftomhoufe in London. It has been by de- 
grees greatly improved by that and. the prefent Eaft-India company, 
both in ftrength, commerce, and healthfulnefs, and fome fay, they late- 
ly had 60,000 people on that ifle of different nations under our com- 
pany’s protection : though the Portuguefe had {carcely 1000 people on 
it. Itis extremely well fituated for the trade of that extenfive coatt, 
and now enjoys a confiderable commerce. 

King Charles, by his commiffion under the great feal, now conftitut- 
ed his brother the duke of York, the lord chancellor Clarendon, and 
fundry other perfons of diftin@tion, to be the council of the royal fifhery 
company of Great Britain and Ireland; and mighty matters were ex- 
pected from fo pompous a title: yet all came to nothing, though it muft 
be owned, that the king freely granted them all the immunities, and 
even more, than were granted by the commonwealth in 1654; with 
authority to fet up a lottery, and to have a voluntary colle¢tion in all 
parifh churches. Moreover, all houfes of entertainment, as taverns, 
inns, alehoufes, &c. were to be obliged to take one or more barrels of 
herrings, at the ftated price of 30/ per barrel; and 2/6 per barrel was 
to be paid to the ftock of this company on all foreign-caught fith im- 
ported. ; 

1662.—The ftatute [13, 14 Car. I, c. 6] for enlarging and repair- 
ing common highways, fo as they fhould all be made 24 feet in 
breadth, was become very neceflary, fince the great increafe of carts, 
Wwaggons, &c.-by the general increafe of our commerce. This act, be- 
mg only temporary, was revived and farther enforced by an a& [8, 9 


* See General Mozk’s opinion of this place, as noticed under the year 1657. M. 
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Gul. IIT, c: 1g} which ordered, that where two or more crofs hig 
met, a ftone or poft fhould be erected, with an infeription in ine Ways 
ters, direGing to the next market town to which each of theii let- 
It is much to be wifhed that the ftatute-breadth of the highwa eads, 
better obferved than it has been hitherto. Sa ISIN 
Tt was in the year 1662 that the Englifh from the north co 
America began to cut down the logwood trees, growing in infinite Wan 
tities on the uninhabited coafts of Yucatan, and more efpecially in a 7 
bay of Campeachy, where they made a fettlement for that end. x X 
was not near to any Spanifh fettlement or inhabitants. Their firi fer. 
tlement was near Cape Catoche, next at the Laguna de Terminos which 
was found more convenient, and where the Englifh buccaneers were ae 
terwards obliged to fettle, upon the treaty of Madrid between England 
and Spain in the year 1667; which treaty, though it made no particu- 
lar mention of America by name, exprefsly ftipulated ‘ a general firm 
‘ and perpetual amity between the two crowns, as well by land as by 
‘ fea, and between all the countries under the obedience of either of 
‘ the kings.’ By the year 1669, that Englifh fettlement was confider- 
ably increafed, and much logwood was carried thence to New-England 
and Jamaica. In the year 1670, Sir William Godolphin concluded at 
Madrid the firft treaty between England and Spain, which exprefsly re- 
lated to America, and therefor is ufually called the American treaty 5: 
whereby the then pofleffions of both nations in America are confirmed. 
This gave encouragement to many more of our people to join the log- 
wood-cutters, as it was in a defolate and unplanted country, and the 
Spaniards had not hitherto made any complaints about it. For it was 
not till the year 1672 that they began to interrupt our logwood-cutters 
there, or to make the leaft complaint to our court againit their fettling 
in that bay: Soon after, however, they became fo uneafy at that fer 
tlement and our logwood-cutting, that they actually made prize of a 
Englith veflels they met in the American feas, which had logwood 1m: 
them, of which the earl of Arlington, the Englifh fecretary of ftate, 10: 
the year 1674, complained in a letter to Sir William Godolphin ou 
Bee Madrid. For as the fole advantage our court had 1m 
by concluding this famous American treaty of 1670, Was, that our H 
oe Beer PE pADR trade to our own colonie, an 
by the court ofS > eee Aroia wie were therein Oh aes Jogwoo 
ingen South be s orders to make prize of all fhips haina Br the 
Spaniards to fei ^t tals treaty has ever fince. afforded a Dor though 
nce ean os thips failing along their American coalts, 
occafions the hee carrying on any contraband: pog a 
of eight on board 2 T e yolli for having a pea 4 
aa ee onthe it found near their American coafts. me 
onths in the year 1680, that the Spaniards, 


ntinent of 
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fiderable force, diflodged our logwood cutters from the Laguna de Ter- 
minos and the ifland of Trift, our people, till very lately, have remain- 
ed in pofleffion thereof. But as the controverfy remains undetermined 
to this day, it is to be feared it may ftill occafion much altercation *. 

At this time a ftatute was made [13, 14 Car. I, c. 12] for the better 
relief of the poor of England ; whereby a corporation, chofen out of 
the magiftrates of London, Weftminfter, and the fuburbs, on both 
fides the Thames within the weekly bills of Mortality, was eftablithed, 
for erecting work-houfes for employing the poor. A fubfequent a& 
[23 Car. Il, c. 18] enabled that corporation to levy a certain affefment 
on parifhes not exceeding one fourth part of the aflefiment to the poor, 
for any refpettive year. Yet, to the thame of the nation, nothing has 
been effectually done for anfwering that truely great and good end even 
to this day, fo many difficulties being ftarted to every {cheme hitherto 
propofed to the public, 

This year the lord-mayor, aldermen, and common-council, of Lon- 
don, petitioned the houfe of commons to erect the merchants trading to 
France, Spain, Portugal, and Italy, into four new corporations for con- 
fining thofe trades entirely to Englifh natives; the pretext for which 
was, that moft part of the trade of exporting the commodities of Eng- 
land was in the hands of aliens, whom they would have to be obliged by 
law to pay double duties on all draperies exported by them. They alfo, 
and fundry merchants of London in behalf of themfelves and the Eng- 
lifh merchants ofthe outports, petitioned that the merchant-adventur- 
ers, the Levant, the Eaftland, the Ruffia, and the Eaft-India, companies 
already eftablifhed, might have further privileges confirmed to them by 
parliament, exclufive of foreigners. But the commons were wifer than 
to liften to petitions for adding new fetters to our export trade. 

King Charles II having lavifhly confumed the large fupplies granted 
by parliament, was now put upon the moft pernicious project that could 
have entered into the thoughts of the monarch of the firft commercial 
kingdom in Europe, by yielding to France the town and port of Dun- 
kirk, with all its fortifications, fluyces, dams, &c. and likewife the fort 
of Mardyke, with the wooden fort, and the other great and {mall forts 
between Dunkirk and Bergh St. Wynox, together with all the arms, 
artillery, ammunition, &c. We have feen that Dunkirk had been fur- 
rendered by France to Cromwell four years before, by a ftipulated agree- 
ment, for the fuccours which that proteétor had given to F rance againft 
Spain. Our paflive parliament feemed to content themfelves ‘with 
Charles’s poor pretence, that, as it was only furrendered to an ufurper, 
he had a right to difpofe of it as he pleafed. It was concluded at Lon- 


* A more copious explanation of this fubje& by the board of trade will be found under the year 
M17, A. : 
Vor, II. 3 
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don by the French ambaflador, the Count D’Eftrades, and: by the ear 
of Clarendon lord chancellor, the earl of Southampton lord treat ae 
the duke of Albemarle, and the earl of Sandwich, (all Englithme 
under a commiffion from the king. As for the price, it was almot. 
fhameful as the delivering up the place was criminal, viz. 5,000,064 as 
livres, or about L250,000 fterling. Had that number of millions E 
fterling money inftead of French, fatal experience has long i a 
monftrated its being inadequate to fo ineftimable a jewel. We ought 
however, to do juftice, as far as we fairly can, to one of the four commit. 
fioners, who, rather than lofe their private emoluments, fo thamefully 
gave up the nation’s intereft, viz. the earl of Sandwich, who at firft pro- 
pofed the abfolute demolition of Dunkirk, and deftroying its harbour 
in fuch a manner as to render it for ever ufelefs, which, next to its fal 
maining in our hands, was certainly the beft {cheme. For, as to what 
fundry writers have remarked, of its being better to have been fold-to 
Spain or Holland, that might be true with refpe&t to the time we are 
upon, but who could anfwer for the hurt that place might in: future 
times have done to us in the hands of either of thofe nations, as power 
is perpetually fluctuating ? there was therefor nothing for a wife king 
and an honeft Englith miniftry to choofe but to preferve, ftrengthen, 
and improve, that place, let the expenfe be more or lefs, whereby we 
fhould have remained mafters of both fides of the greateft commercial 
thoroughfare in the univerfe. Marfhal Schomberg, then in England, 
advifed the king to. keep it, as his naval ftrength would effectually pre- 
vent its being taken, and the holding of it would keep both France and 
Spain in a dependence upon him: in which opinion, fays Bifhop Burnet,. 
he was fingular ; and yet there was more truth.and judgement in this 
opinion than all that was faid and written on this point. For, with re- 
gard to the moft folemn treaties, which France’s neceffities have fince 
obliged that crown to ftipulate for the demolition of its fortifications 
and the filling up of its harbour, &c: we have more than once feen how 
eafy it has been for fuch a powerful nation, void of all fhame and ho- 
nour, to reftore both the one and the other *. | 
Voltaire, in his Age of Louis XIV, informs us that the French k r 
council of commerce was erected this year; and that the king him A 
prefided therein once in every fortnight.. Need we to wonder then 


* : P $ ; he poflel 
ue Tepe, whieh hones, was a mauer of pable of receiving ge fips As FER 


s of the 
i was 400,000. [D’Lflrades, fion of it making us matters of both fides © He 
Sai Macpherfon’s Hif. of Great Britain, y frait, it 5 eae, that our floating, caftles may 
Se i in A fee eafy to give any good reafon, command the ftrait without having 
: honid be fo fren, and many thoufands befides, bours on both fides, but that both fho 
the ufelefs ena 2 ly angry at getting rid of with great guns can. never comman 
in a foreign country, seping an indefenfible pot fage without fhips. M 


which has not a harbour ca- 
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the progrefs that nation has fince made in commerce, thus fo eminent- 
ly encouraged by fo difcerning and potent a prince *. 
The king in council this year iffued his proclamation, intimating, 
that notwithftanding the navigation act pafled two years ago, feveral 
; letters or warrants had, through mifinformation, been obtained from 
him, by which the Lubeckers fhips, merchants, and mariners, were li- 
¢ cenced to come into England, &c. freed from the penalties of the ać; 
< upon pretence of a former cuftom. But the council having confider- 
< ed the ill confequences of trenching on that aét, and the damages 
‘ which fuch a toleration would bring upon the Englith owners of hip. 
ping, and their merchants and mariners, it was ordered by his ma- 
‘ jefty in council, that all fuch letters, licences, or warrants, fhould be 
< recalled and declared void.’ 

The following improvements were made upon the aét of navigation. 

1) No foreign-built fhips fhall enjoy the privileges of Englith or Irith 
built fhips, even although navigated as that a&t dire@s; and although 
the owners likewife be Englifhmen, prize fhips only excepted. 

II) Whoever fhall export or import goods to or from any port of this 
kingdom (capable of a fhip of 200 tons burden) to or from any port 
of the Mediterranean beyond the port of Malaga, in any fhip that hath 
not two decks, and carries lefs: than 16 cannon, fhall pay to the king 
one-per cent on their ladings, befide all other duties. 

III) And in order to encourage the building of good and defenfible 
fhips, it was farther enaéted, that for feven years to come, whoever 
fhould build {hips with three decks, or with two decks, a half deck and 
a forecaftle, with five feet between each deck, mounted with at leaft 30 
cannon, fhould, for the firft two voyages, receive one tenth of all the 
cuftoms paid on their cargoes exported or imported. [14 Car. If, 
c. I1.] 

The two laft claufes were defigned by way of precaution againft the 
Barbary rovers. ` = 

Other good ftatutes were made this year, fuch as thofe prohibiting 
the exportation of wool and fullers-earth, yarn, and undreffed hides, 
and the importation of foreign borie-lace and other French frippery 
wares, which drew incredible fums of money from us, and turned the 
balance of the trade with France very much againft us. i 

The Englifh American plantations were by this time fo much culti- 
vated and improved, that the demand for fervants and labourers was 
greatly increafed ; and as their mother country could by no means af- 
ford numbers fufficient for their fupply, and they were not then fo 


* The new council, or board of commerce, eftablithed in the year 1701, is fubordinate to this 
royal council. 4. 
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well fupplied with negroes from the African coaft as they withed f., 
the trade thither had been laid open, a third exclufive Englith Afric 
Guinea company was this year incorporated for that end, at the fe 
which was the duke of York, joined with many perfons of ran Ad of 
diftinction, who undertook to fupply our Weft-India Plantations oo d 
3000 negroes annually. If this new company’s accounts are to 
Tied on, it feems, that while the trade was laid open in the times 
Jate civil wars, our forts on the Guinea coaft were demolitheq 
Dutch and the Danes, by which, and by the capture of thips 
ing to the company, and to feparate traders, to the val 
the ftock of the fecond company was ruined. 

This new company, fupported by the king’s brother, &¢, and know. 
ing the king’s inclinations to make war againft the Dutch, afterwards 
got Sir Robert Holmes to be fent out with a fquadron of fourteen fhips 
to the coaft of Guinea, to attack the Dutch forts, &c. prior to a formal 
declaration of war ; of which more in its place. 

Toward the clofe of this year, King Charles fent Admiral Lawfon to 

Algiers, who obliged that piratical ftate, and alfo thofe of Tunis ang 
Tripoli, to fign articles of pacification, which they kept juft as long as 
they ftood-in fear of our fhips of war in the Mediterranean. 
_ The Dutch, according to fome authors, had taken Formofa from the 
Portuguefe in the year 1635. The ports of that ifland were extremely 
commodious for their China and Japan trades: yet Candidius, a Dutch 
clergyman (in his account, in -Churchill’s voyages) fays, ‘ the Dutch 
‘had built a fort in one of the iflands called Pehou, near the mouth of 
9 the great river Chincheo in China, from whence they intercepted the 
: Chinefe trading to the Philippines. This obliged the Chinefe to 
‘ agree with the Dutch to grant them the harbour of Togowang in 

Formofa, in lieu of the other, where they might build a fort, whence 


< they traded with the Chinefe, who, however, this year drove them out 
* of the ifland.? 


The firft wire-mill in En 
near Richmond. 
Conneđicut, a 


of the 
by the 
belong. 
ue of L30000 


gland was fet up by a Dutchman at Sheen 


4 province of New-England, had its firft charter dated 
23d April 1662. It was one of the fix charter colonies of the continent 
of Britifh America 


ed under the year 1629 fome fruitlels efforts 
3 R lant the country then named Carolana, now ay 
we ceding difcontents in England, and the confequen’ 
civil wars, occafioned Carolina to remain unplanted till now, that p 
rter (dated the 24th day of March 1662-3)" 


yen 
endon, the duke of Albemarle, Lord Grav 
Lord Berkley, Lord Afhley chancellor of the exchequer, Sir Georg? 
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Carteret vice-chamberlain, Sir William Berkley, and Sir John Colle- 
ton, whofe eight names, given to feveral of its rivers and counties, will 
probably be remembered there to the end of time. Their limits, by 
this charter, run from the 36th degree of north latitude (being the 
fouth border of modern Virginia) to the 31ft degree, or the fouth 
border of modern Georgia, along the Atlantic ocean, and ftretching 
weltward without limitation to the South fea. The territory was. 
granted to them in perpetual property, on payingan annual quit rent 
of twenty marks. 

The antient fund for keeping the roads of England in repair was a 
rate levied on the landholders in proportion to their rents, together with 
the actual fervice of the men, the carts, and horfes, of the neighbour- 
hood, for a limited number of days. But now, by the increafe of in- 
Jand trade, heavy carriages by waggons and pack horfes were fo exceed- 
ingly multiplied, that thofe means of repairing the roads were found: 
totally inadequate ; neither was it juft, that a neighbourhood fhould be 
burdened with the fupport of roads for the fervice of a diftant quarter 
of the kingdom. It was therefor neceflary to devife more eftedtive, 
and at the. fame time more equitable, means of fupporting the public 
roads ; and the prefent method of making and repairing the roads at 
the expenfe of thofe who atually wear them, and reap the benefit of 
them, was now firft eftablithed by an act of parliament [15 Car. IL, 
c. 1] for repairing the highways in the Jhires of Hartford, Cambridge, and 
Huntington, by which three toll-gates (or turnpikes) were fet up at 
Wadefmill, Caxton, and Stilton. 

Parliament {ertled the revenues of the poft-office and the wine-li- 
cences on the duke of York, the king’s only brother, which were after- 
wards confiderably increafed. ` They were now, by. moft authors, reck- 
oned together to bring in only L21,000 per annum ;. yet the follow- 
ing provifo of this fame act fhews they were much miftaken, viz. ‘ no- 
“ thing herein contained fhall make void the grant made by his majefty 
to Daniel O‘Neale, Efq. of the office of poftmafter-general, for four 
“and a fourth years from lady-day 1663, under the yearly-rent of 
* L21,500 for all the faid term (except the laft quarter, which is paid 
‘ aforehand), fo as the faid rents be paid unto his faid Highnels: James. 
* duke of York? [15 Car. IE, c. 14.]. : 

In the year 1653, the poft-office revenue (as we have already noted) 
Was let to farm for Lio,ooo yearly: yet I cannot perceive upon 
what grounds. Dr. D’Avenant, in his Effay on the public. revenue and 
trade of England [part I, p. 125] could remark, that for fome years. 
this poft-office revenue hardly bore its. own expenfe, unlefs he meant. 
the times anterior to the year 1653. But he adds, that when he 


Wrote (1698), it had been fo much improved under a management,. 
4 


[3 


, 
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i as that its grofs produce, by a medium of three year 
annum to about Lg0,440:15*.. 

For the encouragement of agriculture and trade, Permiffion w 
to export all kinds of grain, when wheat fhould be current] ‘i 
England at 48/ a quarter, and other grain in proportion : y fold in 
might be imported when above thofe prices, on paying « Så “Of cine y 
with poundage, per quarter for wheat, &c. [15 Car. IT, c, yy OM 

By this fame ftatute it was enacted, ‘ that for the farth 
< ment of former navigation as, no merchandize of the 
< duction, or manufacture, of Europe fhall be imported i 
‘ Englifh plantations or factories in Afia, Africa, and: America (Ta 
‘ gier only excepted), but what fhall be laden in England, ang in En. 
< glifh-built fhipping, and navigated by at leaft three fourths En lith 
< mariners, and fhall be carried to thofe places direćtly from E 
‘ and no where elfe, on forfeiture of {hips and ladings, excepting, how. 
t ever, falt for the fifheries of New-England and Newfoundland and 
‘ wines from Madeira and the Azores, fervants, victual, and hors 
* from Scotland or Ireland; and that none of the produ& of the Eng- 
* lifh plantations (viz. fugar, tobacco, cotton, ginger, fuftic, and other 
* drugs) fhall be carried any where (except to other plantations) till’ 
* they be firft landed in England, under forfeiture of fhips and car- 
£ P e here E was firft left out, though inferted in the r2th 
of this king, c. 18, $ 9. ; 

‘ And for. the encouragement of the herring and North-fea, Ice- 
‘ land, and Weftmony fifheries, no frefh herring, cod, haddock, &c. 
ae be Rea into England, but in Englifh-built fhips, navigated, 

c. as before.’ ; 

; * And forafmuch as the planting of tobacco in England doth conti- 

nually increafe, notwithftanding the act of the 12th year of this king, 
‘ [e. 34] a farther penalty of Lio is laid upon every rood or pole of 
i is Cee 
“ or in other private gardens for fi ee ee amen ity exceed not 
< half a pole of land in any one race yo TEES 

In this a& of parliament we RN E firft legal licence for the € 
ees oe ae bullion for the benefit of comme f 
Seeks sd ae = ohowing, viz. ¢ and forafmuch as fevera pe 
‘ carried -on io ntageous trades cannot be conveniently drive it 1s 

ut the fpecies of money and bullion, and that 


Sh PR SEN as 
ound by experience that they are carried in greateft abundance ( 


* Manas “as. ayjon tO 
farming a Enae ephe government making the moft of the revenue, in contrad i agoaed 
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* to a common market) to fuch places as give free liberty for exporting: 
* the fame, and the better to keep in and increafe the current coins of 
* this kingdom, be it enaéted, that it fhall be lawful to export out of 
< any cuftomhoufe or port of England, all forts of foreign coin or bul-- 
* lion of gold or filver, firft entering the fame at the cuftomhoufe,. 
* without paying any duty or cuftom for the fame.’ 

It is ftrange.our legiflature fhould have been fo late in coming into 
this meafure, though fo much earlier pradtifed by other wife and mer-- 
cantile‘nations, bullion and foreign coin being undoubtedly as much a: 
mercantile commodity as any other inftrument of commerce whatever. 
Mr. Thomas:Munn, in his judicious treatife, entitled England’s trea- 
fure by foreign trade (8vo, 1664) has fully fhewn, of what benefit the 
free exportation of money was in Tufcany, under the year 1630. He: 
has alfo no lefs clearly fhewn the abfurdity of the old Englifh laws: 
for obliging merchants-ftrangers, importing into England, to lay out 
their produce in the commodities of our realm; as alfo the laws for 
obliging all merchants exporting corn, filh, ammunition, &c. to bring’ 
home money or bullion in return: and in fine, ‘ that nothing but an 
“ overbalance in foreign trade, or exporting more in value of our own 
< product and manufacture than we import of thofe of other nations, 
< can either increafe our bullion; or even keep what we have already.’ 
Mr. Polexfen, however,. (an able.and:ftrenuous opponent of the Eaft- 
India trade) in his Account of the Eaft-India. trade, 1696, on the other 
hand, remarks, ‘ that till the licence granted by this act to export fo- 
< reign coin and bullion, the Eaft-India company did not export 
“above L40,000 in bullion yearly; but now it began to be ex- 
< ported in much greater quantities, and that it was no lefs than 
€ L600,000 fterling per annum, taking any number of years, when the 
€ trade.was carried on without any great. obftrudtion.’? Yet poffibly 
that company might before have exported much more than L4o,000, 
though they did it clandeftinely till this law gave permiflion. 

In the fame ftatute there is the following claufe, viz. ‘ that whiereas a- 
‘ great part of the richeft and beft land of England cannot fo well be 
‘ otherwife employed as in: the feeding and fattening of cattle; and 
* that by the coming im of late of vaft numbers of cattle from beyond 
© fea already fattened (meaning from Ireland), fuch lands:are in many 

_* places much fallen in rents and values, to the great impoverifhment 
* of this kingdom, it was now enacted, that for every head of great cattle 
: imported (except the breed of Scotland) between the 1ft of July and 
‘ 20th of December in any year, asd of the breed of Scotland between 
“ the 24th of Auguft.and the 20th of December in any year, there fhall 
“ be paid or forfeited 20/ to the king, and alfo ro/to him that fhall inform 
© orfeizethefame,and other 10/to the poor of the parifh where fuch feizure 
“ fhall be made; and for every fheep fo imported 19/, to be recovered and. 

- 2 
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< levied in manner aforefaid? This act was to. continu 
force than to the end of the firft feflion of the next 
has fince been made perpetual. We fhall here only Temark, th 
nation, in the opinion of many, has often had ground to repent 
reftraints in favour of the grazing countries, and to the Prejudi 
the reft of the kingdom. i 

Two other well-intended ftatutes were made this year for 
ragement of the linen and tapeftry manufactures of England, and dif 

couragement of the very great importation of foreign linen and tapeftr 5 
and for regulating the packing of herrings. It was alfo thereby eng & 
ed, that for the prefervation of the fpawn of filh at the ifles of Iceland 
and Weftmony, no fhip fhould fail thither until the roth of March jn 
any year, neither fhould any toll or other duty be taken at Newfound. 
land for any filh caught there. [15 Car. II, cc. 15, 16.] 

Before we clofe this year, we cannot forget to do juttice to an excel- 
lent little treatife on commerce, now publifhed by Samuel Fortrey, Efa, 
intitled England’s intereft and improvement; which, in only 43 {mall 
L2mo pages, treats moft judicioufly of all the principal branches of our 
foreign and domeftic commerce; of the benefit of increafing our in- 
duftrious people by naturalization; the improvement of our lands b 
inclofures, and the breeding of cattle; of the exportation of horfes; the 
improvement of mines; our manufactures; our fifheries; of difcourag- 
ing the wear of foreign manufactures, more efpecially French ones, 
whereby that country gets fo great a balance from tis; of the benefit of 
the a& of navigation, and of our foreign plantations ; the regulation of 
our coin ; lowering the intereft of money, &c. : a treatife which, though 
‘written 100 years ago, will well bear reading over even at this day. 

Rhode-ifland and Providence plantation, two provinces of New-Eng- 
land, had this year a charter to the whole freemen. or inhabitants of 
each colony, who are empowered to eleét their own réprefentatives; and 

-thofe of the later alfo ele their governor and council. The.report of 
‘the board of trade to the houfe of lords, in January 1733-4, obferves of 
ae two colonies, and of Connedticut, * that almoft the whole power a 
; the crown is delegated to the people; and, as their charters ue 
` worded, they can, and do, make laws, even without their gove 
‘ copra and directly contrary to their opinions ;: no negatif Wea 
ing referved to them as governors, in the faid charter? This we 


s A : j I 
carelefsly granted by a very carelefs monarch; and is what no oe 


niftry nor council would have deliberatély advifed i 

1664.—In the year 1664 the Englith Neen took poffeflion of the ie 
of St Lucia, having previoufly treated with the native Caribs for m 
purchafe of it (fays the author of the Britith empire in America, ee 

neverthelefs we muft very cautioufly truft on many occafions)- 
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fhips of war carried thither about 1 500 men, who, being joined by 600 
Caribs in their canoes, had the ifland and fort yielded to them without 
refiftance, on condition that the French governor and his garrifon (of 
only 14 men), with their artillery and baggage, fhould be efcorted to 
Martinica. Yet it feems, two years after, the Englifh, for want of fup- 
plies, abandoned it again, and burnt their fort ; though but two days 
after they were gone, a bark, with neceflaries, arrived there from Lord 
Willoughby governor of Barbados. In the treaties of King Charles and 
King James with the French court, and in thofe of Ryfwick and Utrecht, 
there are general ftipulations for reftoring to the crown of Great Britain 
all iflands and countries which may have been conquered by France 2 
and fuch as had been in the poffeffion of the king of Great Britain Be 
fore {uch refpedtive war began. But fuch general ftipulations fignified 
little with the French. This ifland had at fundry times been inhabit- 
ed by both Englifh and French planters at one and the fame time in 
feveral parts of it: and fo it remained till about the year 1719, when 
we fhall again refume its farther hiftory. 

In Mr. Munn’s valuable treatife, named England’s treafure by fo- 
reign trade [f. 177] he relates, that there was in thofe times exported, 
one year with another, to the value of L2,200,000 of our native com- 
modities : ‘ fo that (fays he) if we were not too much affected to pride, 
< monftrous fafhions, and riot, above all other nations, 1, 500,000 of . 
our money might plentifully fupply our neceflary wants, (as I may 
* term them) of filks, fugars, {pices, fruits, &c.: fo L700,000 might be 
‘ yearly treafured up in money, to make the kingdom exceeding rich 
‘and powerful in a fhort time.’ But this was far from being the cafe 
at that time; for by a report of Dr. Charles D’Avenant, infpedtor-ge- 
neral of the cuftoms, 


Our imports in the year 1662 amounted to - - 14,016,019 a 
Our exports to - - - - - - - 2,022,812 F 
So that the balance againft us was no lefs than - Lr,993,207 ; 
A moft melancholy account truely, more efpecially as coming from this 4 


able author, who poileffed that important office in the reigns of King 
William and Queen Anne. ai 

This year King Charles entered into a treaty with James duke of 
Courland concerning Tobago, one of the Caribbee ifles in America *. 


* In the title of the treaty Tobago is faid to after took poffeflion of Tobago, and retained it for 
have been difcovered, fortified, and cultivated, by fome years. 2 
the duke’s fubjects, till they were driven out by the This treaty is rather curious than ula 
+ Dutch, whereupon the duke fubmitred it to the fhewing th duke of Courland attempted tu bee 
King’s prote&ĝion, and held it by a grant from the come a commercial potentate. 
crown of England. The Dutch, however, foon - 


Vor. Ii. E T 
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T) © The king grants to the duke and his fucceflors full likes 
€ trade and commerce for fuch {hips as properly belonged to hi Yo 
€ his heirs (but not to thofe of his fubjects) in any rivers oy a and 
¢ within his majefty’s dominions on the coaft of Guinea, for AVens 
< exceeding L12,coo in value: and he may build {tore-houfes i 
t protection of the king’s forts there. > Under 

LODE bo} confideration whereof, the duke makes. over to the king hi 
< fort-of St. Andrew, on the Guinea coaft, and all his other forts the ls 
‘together with their guns and ammunition ; the duke paying dines a8 
‘ on all goods imported or exported. ne 

-TH) ‘ On the other hand, King Charles grants to the duk 
‘ heirs the ifland of Tobago, to be enjoyed by him under t 
« protection: provided, the duke fhall fuffer none others but t 
c and his own fubjeéts to remain on that ifland. 

IV) ‘ The duke farther agrees, that neither he, nor his heirs, nor his 
‘ fubjects, fhall export any. of the product of that ifland,. nor import 
© otherwife than out of, or into, fome ports belonging either to Eng- 
‘ land or to Courland, or the port of the city of Dantzick. 

V) < And, in return for the protection of England, whenever the 
‘ king fhall be at war with any nation but Poland, the dukes of Cour- 
‘ land, when required, fhall, at their coft, furnifh one good hip of war 
* of 40 cannon, to be fent to fuch port as the king fhall name, for one 
‘ year at a time, to be manned, victualled, and paid by his majefty.’ 
[General collection of treaties, V. iii.} 

In this year the Englifh clergy voluntarily refigned the power, they 
had enjoyed for fo many ages, of taxing themfelves in their own convo- 
cation. In the troublefome times preceding the reftoration, the clergy, 
having no proxies nor regular convocations, fubmitted to be taxed with 
the laity; and the court, finding that method eafier, (and perhaps too 
bringing in a better revenue) was glad to accept of this refignation: and 
fo it has continued ever fince ; whereby, however, the convocations of 
the clergy have greatly loft their former weight with the crown. 

King Charles, on making war with the Dutch, intended to drive sher 
oe fe Pe erland and New-Belgia, (fince called Newata 
ee Jet 2) oth which they had greatly improved. He there oa E 

eee of them to the duke of York; and even fome months a 
aana aon of war Be ent thither Sir Rober Oe 
of Hudin% ae an Hee land forces. They landed a = Amfter- 
E s immediately attacked the town © whe Dutch 
eee on or a and reduced it without any difficu 7 i 
the houfes of tae i a pee end ft a “gon 
Fanon ES city handfomely built- of brick and ftone : an high 
§ on an ifland before the entrance of the river, 02 


: . : hee 
dand, it makes a beautiful appearance from the fea. It has fincé © 


€ and his 
he king’ 
he king’s 
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much enlarged and improved, fo as to be juftly deemed one of the firft 
cities of Britifh America. The major part of the Dutch at New-York 
remained there, as the great number of Dutch names to be found even 
at this day in that city and province {ufficiently teftify ; and thofe who 
defired to remove were permitted to take their effe@s with them, the 
province being foon repeopled with Englith. Fort-Orange (fince named 
New-Albany, from the duke of York’s Scottith title) a great way up 
Hudfon’s river, was foon reduced, as were alfo Staten-ifland, Long- 
ifland, &c. And the firft Englifh governor, Colonel Nichols, is faid to 
have been the firft who concluded a league with the famous Indian na- 
tions of the Iroquois, behind this province; in confequence of which 
league France, at the treaty of Utrecht, engaged to obferve peace with 
thofe Indian nations as inviolably as with the Englifh of this province, 
which extended north-weftward into the country, for 200 miles, to 
Lake-Champlain, although the French afterward encroached on our ter- 
ritory, by building forts near that lake: but its breadth on the fea-coaft 
is not above 30 miles. New-York has long been one of the moft prof 
perous colonies on that continent, which fome, in part, afcribe to that 
{pirit of frugality which the Dutch carried thither, and which is faid to 
be feen amongft them in fome degree even at this day. New-York exports 
to our fugar-iflands great quantities of flour, peas, bifket, bacon, butter, 
pork, &c. and receives in return fugar, melaffes, rum, cotton, ginger, 
pimento, &c. and alfo Spanifh money, which pays Great Britain for all 
the various neceflaries they receive from thence. 

The king’s grant to his brother comprehending the country, fince 
called New-Jerfey, the duke of York in the fame year re-granted part of 
that country to Lord Berkley and Sir George Carteret, who gave it the 
name of New-Jerfey, or Eaftand Weft New-Jerfey, Lord Berkley affign- 
-ed his part to William Penn, and three others, as did afterwards Sir 
George Carteret, to Penn, and eleven others, inthe year 1681. The for- 
mer aflignees alfo fold many fhares to the earl of Perth, Sir George 
Mackenzie, and many other Scots: and many of the Scots being foon 
-atter perfecuted for their religious opinions, went and fettled there ; 

' and, amongft others, the famous Mr. Robert Barclay, (who might not 
unfitly be termed the apoftle of the quakers) went thither as governor, 
with his family. In 1683 Lord Neil Campbell, fon of the marquis of 
Argyle, fucceeded him as governor of Eaft-Jerfey: fo that New-Jerfey 
continued to be two feparate proprietary governments till 1702, when, 
as will be feen in due time, they were united under one regal govern- 
ment. Fe tage 5 

Colbert, the able minifter of France, now began to put in execution 

` his deep-laid fchemes for the advancement of the commerce, manufac- 
tures, and naval power, of that kingdom, the foundation whereot hd 
been laid by the great Richlieu. For that purpofe ne granted number 
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lefs immunities, indulgences, premiums, pentions, Protection 


foreign artifts, artificers, manufacturers, &c. from al] Parts, to fett] ae 


their families and workmen ‘in France. He got his king to a fe With n 
a million of livres annually for the improvement of the woa Ptit 
nufađure alone: and it is generally believed, that it was owing tom 
bert, that the mifchievous practice of running our Englith eal fs 
wool into France, (vulgarly called owling ) was firft fet on foot ; Gib 
they gradually brought forward their prefent great wool] € 


ture, having till this time been chiefly fupplied with woollen goods from 
-England. pA ; 

Notwithftanding former fruitlefs attempts, he alfo this year erected an 
exclufive French Eaft-India company for 50 years, on the ruins of a 
China company erected in 1660, which came to Nothing foon after: 
their limits being from the Cape of Good Hope eaftward to the fartheft 
Indies, and from the ftraits of Magellan and Le Maire weftward into all 
the South feas: which companies immunities, &c. were much aug. 
mented in the year following. It was to be under zr directors, 12 
whereof were for Paris, and nine for the fea-ports. Soon after, they 
poffeffed and fortified Pondicherry on the Coromandel coaft, which has 
fince been their capital fettlement ; their principal trade on that coaft 
being in muflins and calicoes of many various kinds: yet, partly from 
the difficulties of fettling trade by any nation before unacquainted with 
India, and partly by their war with the Dutch in India, they did not 
profper for a great number of years after this time. 

On the ruins of their former Canada and Weft-India companies Col- 
‘bert at the fame time erected a new exclufive Weft-India one for 40 
years; its limits being, 1ft, that part of the continent of South-Amenica 
lying between the rivers of Amazons and Oronoko, with the adjacent 
iflands: 2dly, in North-America, all Canada behind V irginia and Flo- 
rida: and, 3dly, all the coaft of Africa from Cape Verd fouthward to 
the Cape of Good Hope. ; 

Colbert faw, how much the Dutch had increafed their ponei Ay 
wealth by their extended commerce, though France, which naturly 
abounded with all things, was in a manner deftitute of comperce a2 
naval ftrength: he therefor got King Louis to. make him protector 7 
both thofe companies, to whom he lent fix millions without interet: 
eloi; in his Age of Louis XIV, fays, that from the year £635 10 nah 
ae ae Martinica, Canada, &e. had been in a Lan Eee 

ather chargeable than profitable: but that now (1665) they 
to flourith ; and that, in 


: = lony t° 
: the year 166 , the king fent a frefh co 
Cayenne ifland, firft fettled we by Ee eG Bee and another colony. 


i a 
in that fame year to Madagafcar, which had been fettled on by Tri 
n 1650, but afterward deferted: yet, ro years after Louis revel ols 
thefe grants to that company, and laid the trade open to all his 1uPJ 
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King Charles this year made war on the United Netherlands in a 
very extraordinary manner, without a formal declaration of it till fome 
months after, for which no other grounds are generally affigned by hif- 
torians than jealoufy on account of rivalfhip for commerce and naval 
power; fet on likewife fecretly (as it is faid) by the arts of the French 
court arid of Rome, for weakening both fides. The Englifh fleet under 
Admiral Holmes took feveral forts near Cape Verd from the Dutch 
for the benefit of the Englifh African company, at the head of anne 
was the duke of York; which forts the Dutch admiral De Ruyter re- — 
took the fame year. Holmes alfo ereéted a new fort at the mouth of 
the river Gambia, and named it James-fort, which we ftill hold 
Thence failing fouthward, he mattered all the Dutch forts on the Guinea 
coaft, except St. George del Mina and Acheen ; though De Ruyter foon 
regained all again: whereupon the Englifh fleet, commanded in chief 
by the duke of York, made prize of 130 Dutch merchant fhips. A war 
was then formally declared, for which the parliament voted: L2,500,000. 
What is already in-all hiftories, and alfo not very material for our fub- 
ject, was, that the grand fleet of England, in 1665, confifting of 108 
fhips, of war and 14 fire-fhips, under the duke of York, attacked the 
Dutch fleet under Opdam of 103 fhips of war and 11 fire-fhips, and 
quite defeated it ; many of the later being taken, funk, and burnt: and, 
in the fame year our fleet took eight Dutch fhips of war, two: Eaft-India 
fhips, and many other merchant fhips.. 

Had the Englifh Eaft-India company better fortified their ile of 
Poleroon; which produced fine nutmegs and mace, (but according to 
others only cloves) it had not been fo eafily taken, as it was in this year 
by one fingle Dutch fhip from Batavia ; whereby the Englith were quite 
excluded from all the {pice iflands, which the Dutch company has ab- 
folutely poífeffed to this day. 

This year a general valuation was made of the Englifh Eaft-India 
company’s capital, the market price on the exchange of London being 
then only 70 per centy and it appeared that their ftock was (as their 
writers fay) intrinfically worth r30 per cent: and that in the remaining 
quarter of this year, and the compafs of next year, they are faid actually 
to have divided 50 per cent profit on their capital flock : but this feems. 
fomewhat exaggerated. 

There was a private company of merchants of Dieppe in Normandy, 
who, in early times, had carried on a trade to the river Senegal on the 
weft coaft of Africa; where, by means of a fmall fettlement on an 
ifland at the mouth of a branch of the river, they had carried on a con- 
fiderable trade. Fhat branch of trade fell afterwards to certain mer- 
chants of the city of Rouen, who this year yielded it to the French 
Weft-India company. The later company being diffolved ro years af- 
terwards, theʻold Senegal company refumed that commerce till 1681, 
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An act of parliament was paffed this year for preventing the com- 
manders of merchant fhips from delivering fuch fhips to Turkith and other 
pirates without fighting; whereby, according to its preamble, not only 
merchants were much prejudiced and difcouraged, but the honour 6f 
the Englifh navigation was likewife much diminifhed: to which fuch 
commanders were much encouraged by a pradtice of thofe pirates, who, 
after they have taken out the goods,.as an encouragement to mafters of 
thips to yield, do not only reftore the fhip with fuch goods as are claim- 
ed by mafters or feamen, but do many times pay the matter all or fome 
part of the freight. It was therefor now enacted, that where any mer- 
chandize fhall be laden on board any Englith fhip of the burden of 200 
tons or upwards, mounted with 16 guns or more, if the matter fball 
yield the faid goods to any Turkith or other pirate without fighting, he 
fhall thenceforth be incapable of commanding any fhip; and the {hip 
fo delivered back to him, and alfo the goods, Thall be forfeited, to make 
good the lofs fuftained by the owners of the goods detained by fuch 
pirates, pro rata; and the owners to have their action againft fuch mafter- 
for the remainder. And if an Englifh fhip, though it be under the faid 
tonnage and guns, be yielded to any fuch pirate not having at lea! 


double his number of guns, without fighting, the mafter fhall be ye 
to all the penalties aforefaid. Alfo, every mariner, refufing to fight ue? 
pitates when required by the mafter of the fhip “thall forfeit all his 
wages and his effects in fuch thip, and fhal]. be imprifoned for ix mom! He 
and kept during that time to hard labour. - nee mariners, layne 
violent hands pn their mafter to hinder him from fighting fuch pale. 
thall fuffer death-as felons. -Mafters or mariners wounded in defence 2 
their fhip from pirates, fhall, on their return home with their {Pr ’ 
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receive a compenfation from the owners of the fhip and goods, not ex- 
ceeding two per cent of the value of the fhip and goods fo defended, to 
be diftributed among the captain, mafter, officers, and feamen, of fuch 
thip, or the widows and children of the flain, by direction of the judge 
of the admiralty-court, in due proportion. And whereas it often hap- 
pens that mafters and mariners of fhips, having infured or taken up 
on bottomry greater fums of money than the value of their adventure 
do wilfully caft away, burn, or otherwife deftroy, the fhips under Te 
charge, to the great lofs of merchants and owners, {uch mafter, &c. fhal] 
fuffer death as felons.. ‘ 

1665.—In the year 1665 the Dutch admiral De Ruyter not only re- 
took moft of the forts which Sir Robert Holmes had taken from Hol- 
land, but he alfo took our own fort of Cormanteen, which they hold to 
this day by the name of Fort Amfterdam. They alfo feized the ifle of 
St. Helena, which was a refrefhing place for our Eaft-India fhipping, 
and therefor was retaken even the fame year.. 

Under the year 1645 we have given the rife of banking by gold{miths 
‘ in London ; and obferved how much they improved that new branch 
j of their bufineís after the reftoration, by taking advantage of the king’s. . 
perpetual neceflities, from his unfrugal management of the public reve-- : i 
i nue, which he was conftantly anticipating ; partly proceeding from their ` 
i readinefs to lend him at extravagant intereft, and their taking to 
pawn the king’s bills, orders, and tallies. Neverthelefs, the number of 
j ] bankers increafed fo much, and the money came fo faft into their hands, 
by people to whom they paid- a moderate intereft * for the fame, that 
all the public demands fell fhort of employing their whole cafh. This. 
made them run into the bufinefs of lending money on private pawns at 
high intereft, difcounting bills of exchange, lending on perfonal fecurity j 
to heirs in expeCtancy, &c.. Thefe, and-many other fuch methods of | 
beftowing their cafh, were about this time put in practice by the gold— 7 i 
{fmiths, fays the author already quoted under the year 1645, who, f y 
through the increafe of commerce, thinks the banking trade was at its os 
greateft hight in the year 1667, when the Dutch burnt our {hips at 
Chatham; but that difafter caufing what is in our days called a run 
| (probably the firft of its kind) on the bankers, it, in fome meafure, lef- 
ened their credit, which was entirely ruined, by fhutting up the ex- 


ee ee, 


chequer five years after, of which more in its place. As there was a 

great quantity of cafh in the kingdom at that time, this brief account 

may, in part, ferve to anfwer a query often made in our own days, viz.. 
how were monied people able to difpofe of their fuperlucration cafh, F 
before the modern public funds exifted ? 


i * They generally allowed four per cent for the ufe of money lodged with them by widows, a 
f phans, or other perlons, who would nor have occafion for it for fome time certain. Merchants, who 
lodged their running calh, to be drawn for whenever wanted, received no interch. M. 
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A violent peftilence in the courfe of this year {wept off, inL 
oeo 000 perfons, which was a terrible fhock to the cone Ondon 
England. : Merce of 

In an obftinate fea-fight this year between the Englith ang 
fleets, both fides claimed the victory, which thews it was a doubts Dutch 
fi&. They foon after met again, being about 100 fhips of war p Con. 
fide, when the Englifh fleet, commanded by the duke of York oh ec 
a real victory, deftroying 20 Dutch fhips of war. Soon after ae T 
Robert Holmes burnt 150 Dutch merchant fhips on the coaft OAN Sir 
Holland, and two of their fhips of war. Yet in this fame ve orth 
Dutch infulted our own coafts, making defcents in fevera] places rae 

In the fame year the Butch Eaft-India company’s privileges ere i 
newed for forty years longer. G> 

This year King Charles granted a fecond charter to the Proprietors of 
Carolina, whereby he extended their limits fouthward as far as 29 de. 
degrees, fo that the mouth of the great river Miffifippi is included in 
their grant, and to 364 degrees north latitude. Thus they had now an 
extent of 74 degrees, or about 450 miles along the coaft, fouth and north, 
and an unknown {pace weftward to the South fea. This fecond charter 
ftiles the grantees, ‘ the true and abfolute lords proprietors of the 
< province and territory of Carolina; faving always the faith, allegiance, 
< and fovereign dominion, due to us, our heirs, and fucceflors for the 
< fame; to beheld in free and common foccage, as of our manor of 
“ Eaft Greenwich, in Kent;_ yielding and paying to us and our fuccef- 
‘ fors, for the fame, the fourth part of all gold and filver ore found with- 
` in their limits, befides the yearly rent of 20 marks.’ The patentees 
were empowered to grant peculiar titles of honour to great planters in 
Carolina, fo as they fhould not be the fame as in En gland ; and, in con- 
fequence of this claufe, they accordingly, at different times, conferred 
the titles of caciques and landgraves, the former an Indian dignity, the 
later a German one. The patentees had alfo the power to enjoy quit- 
rents, and alfo reafonable cuftoms on merchandize ; but not without the 
confent and approbation of the freemen of the colony. Alfo to ere 
pale incorporate towns and cities, to train foldiers, &c. E 
ne o nee i Dee poepouesplanting le e 
eae ae a Reduce w oad there had 50 acres 0 ae sifo 50 
eres for ich maria eke and 50 more for each man-fervant 5 A eale 
ones. Covenant fee e e ee LAS E. cabs acres i 
giventhem: The frit ec X > out'of their time, to have ee 
finda oe] cones a ation coft the proprietors ihe Fs 
great John Locke, fomd A its government were framed y A 
dad cE oe To e ; on the moft juĝ and generoi M therein: 
The eldeft of thofe on ee men of all perfuafions to ten -p whom, 

S proprietors had the title of palatine > * 
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affifted by three other proprietors, the executive powers in moft cafes 
were lodged ; and thofe four conftituted the palatine court, whofe de- 
puties in Carolina acted by their diredtions. Its. parliament confifted, 
in the upper houfe, of the proprietors or their deputies, with the go- 
vernor, council, caciques, and landgraves ; and the commons, or lower 
houfe, were eleéted as in other colonies. 
The king granted a patent to 60 perfons, and to all others of his fub-- 
jects, that had within feven years paft traded to the Canaries to the va- 
lue of Liooo yearly ; and alfo to all others who fhould be admitted, 
whereby they were conftituted a body-politic, and were to enjoy the 
fole trade to the Canary iflands, under a governor, deputy-governor, and 
twelve afliftants. The grounds for this charter, as fet forth in its pream- 
ble, were, that the trade to the Canary ifles was formerly of greater 
advantage to the king’s fubjeéts than at this time; that by reafon of 
the too much accefs and trading of fubjeéts thither, our merchandize 
were decreafed in their value, and the Canary wines, on the other hand, 
were increafed to double their former value; fo that the king’s fubjects 
were forced to carry filver and bullion thither to get wines ; and that 
all this was owing to want of regulation in trade *. This company, in 
{pite of the zon obfante in their charter to the ftatute of monopolies, had 
judgment given. againft them in the year 1667, when both houfes of 
parliament, in an addrefs to the king, thanked him for revoking their 
patent. And the third article of the impeachment of the lord chan- 
cellor Clarendon, by the houfe of commons, direétly charges him with 
having received great fums of money for procuring this and other ille- 
gal patents.. j 
This year (according to the fupplement to Puffendorf’s Introdu@tion 
to the hiftory of Europe) the ftate of Genoa made the firft attempt for 
a treaty of commerce with Turkey, by their envoy going thither, un- 
der the protection of Count Lefley, the imperial ambaflador, though 
much oppofed by France. But Qays de Mailly, V. iii, l. 17) with all 
their endeavours they were not able to put off a fufficiency of their. 
woollen cloth, in the goodnefs of which they were excelled by the Eng- 
lifh and Dutch, nor of their filver coin of five fols, (counterfeited from 
the French coin of that name, then in great credit in Turkey) which 
the Turks named themins, to fupport the expenfe and dignity of their- 
refident at Conftantinople, and their conful at Smyrna ; fo that this at- 
tempt proved abortive. They again made a frefh attempt for mis pur- 
pofe in the year 1675, which alfo proved abortive, and ue nan Pok 
heard, that they have ever attempted it fince. ane Genoe f a K cig 
firft attempt, took advantage of the afliftance which France had afford- 


* The word regulation was in thofe days much ufed, but little underftood, and often mifapplied, = 
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ed to the emperor in Hungary, and to the Venetians, 
Candia. Yer, though thofe aids made a difference between France 
the Ottoman Port for a while, Louis XIV round means, in the and 
1673, to renew his commerce with Turkey ; which Colbert now rol fay 
ferioufly to think of, though retarded for the above reafons. San 
1666.—The Englith fleet, under Prince Rupert and the duke of 4 
bemarle, fought the Dutch admiral de Ruyter for four days fucce fivel l 
in which confli€ts the Englifh are faid to-have loft 23 fhips; 
men killed, with the admirals Sir William Berkley, and Sir Chriftonhe 
Mynes, befides 2600 men taken prifoners by the Dutch, who alle : 
s ; that they loft only fix fhips, 2800 foldiers, and 80 feamen, with three 
of their admirals, and fundry officers. In Auguft, this fame year, an. 
other fea-fight gave England the advantage ; and, in the Mediterranean 
the French joined the Dutch with 36 fhips, in hopes to ruin the i 


n defence ð 


and ode 


Englith 
J . LF iiie 5 

trade in thofe parts. A French fquadron likewife joming the Dutch fleet 
near Dunkirk, obliged ours to retire with the lofs of one of our fifty- 


gun fhips. Thefe terrible conflicts are very varioufly reprefented by the 
writers of the oppofite nations, and, in fome refpedts, by different Eng- 
lith writers. 

The vain and ridiculous competition (as Voltaire calls. it, in his Age 
of Louis XIV) between England and Holland, for the honour of the 
flag, and alfo concerning the commerce to Eaft-India, having kindled 
the war between thofe two nations, Louis XIV with pleafure beheld 
them deftroying eacli other, by the moft obftinate fea-fights that had 


bs been ever feen before- in any age of the world ; all the fruits whereof 
ù (as the fame author juftly remarks) were merely the weakening of both 
4 nations. Thus, fays he, the fovereignty of the feas was for fome time 
à divided between thofe two nations, and the art of fhip-building, and of 
$ 


employing them in commerce and in war, was perfectly known only by 
iene them. France, under Richlieu’s miniftry, efteemed herfelf powerful at 
e ` fea, becaufe that of 60 fhips then in her ports, fhe could put to fea 

about 30, of which only one carried 70. cannon. Under Mazarine, the 

few. fhips France had were purchafed -of. the Dutch. France was in 

want of officers, failors, manufactures, and, in fhort, of every thing 

needful for fhipping. In the years 1664 ad 1665, while the Englifh 

and Dutch covered the Ocean with near 306 large {hips of war, Lou's 

XIV had not above T5 or 16 of the loweft rates ; but he ufed his ut- 


moft efforts to efface the fhame thereof in the moft fudden and effectual 
manner, 


This year, the Engifh colon 
was overpowered by that of F 


y in St, Chriftophers, in the Weft-Ind® 


. 5 2 were 
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a C à re- 
entirely difpoffeffed of all their plantations, which, however, Were ? 
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‘died, until, by the treaty of Utrecht, France ceded the whole to 
Britain. ‘ ; 


- Parliament having found the a& [15 Car. IT, c. 8] for preventing 
the importation of foreign live cattle ineffedual, now enacted, that all 
great cattle, fheep, and {wine, and alfo beef, pork, or bacon, imported, 


the importation of 


523 


Great 


except for neceflary provifion, fhould be forfeited, 
fat or lean cattle, alive or dead, being unneceflary, deftruétive of the 
welfare of the kingdom, anda public nuifance *. And for the better 
encouragement of the fithery, the importation or fa 


1 le of ling, herrin ; 
cod, or pilchards, frefh or falted, dried or bloated, and of falmon, ae 


or congers, taken by foreigners, was alfo prohibited ; and any perfon 
whatever was empowered to feize the fame, half for his own ufe, the 
other half for the poor of the parifh: provifo, that 600 head of black 
cattle, of the breed of the ifle of Man, might annually be imported at 
Chefter only. The term of this a@ was for feven years, and to the end 
of the firft feffion of the next parliament. [18 Car. IM, c. 2.] 

it was prolonged and further ftrengthened by two fubfequent acts 
[20 Car. I, c. 73 32 Car. I, c. 2] by the later of which it was extend- 
ed to mutton, lamb, butter, and cheefe, from Ireland: yet by reafon 
of a late very great dearth of provifions in the year 1757, an act of 
parliament allowed the importation of faited beef, pork, and butter, 
from Ireland. ; 

Concerning thefe laws for prohibiting the importation of Irifh cattle, 
many. people think them in the main to be hurtful, and that it would 
be wifer to fuffer the Irifh to be employed in breeding and fattening 
cattle for us, than to’turn their lands into fheep-walks, -as at prefent, 
whereby they are led, in fpite of all our laws to the contrary, to fupply 
foreign nations with their wool, to our very great detriment. Of this 


_ opinion was the great Sir William Temple (in his Mifcellanies), and 


later experience has confirmed it. 

By a ftatute for the encouragement of the woollen manufactures of 
England [18 Car. If, c. 4], it was enacted, that no perfon thould be 
buried in any fhirt, fhift, or fheet, made of or mingled with flax, hemp, 
filk, hair, gold, or filver, or other than what fhall be made of wool 
only, upon forfeiture of L5 to the poor of the parifh, towards a ftock 
or work-houfe for their employment. a 

This is certainly a wife and falutary law, as it is a means of confum- 
ing a confiderable quantity of our flight woollen manufactures : yet 
fuch is the vanity of too many, that they will rather forfeit L5, than 
be inftrumental in promoting our own moft important manufacture. 


ir Willi in hi iti i fore this ftatute took place 

* Sir William Petty (in his Political furvey of Ireland) fays that be ; 
three fourths Eee trade of Ireland was with Engiand, but not one fourth of it fince shat 
time. 4, 


302 
CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eG i ti 


£ “i arem A es = 


A A. D. 1666. 


Another good law was made for encouraging the coinage of 
filver [18 Car. II, c. 5] whereby both natives and foreigners 
titled to receive out of the mint an equal quantity of gold 
coin for what crown gold or fterling filver they fħould brin 
and in the fame proportion for over or under-finenefg, Without any .. 
penfe whatever ; the charge of which coinage was now to be def, ex- 
by a tax on wines, fpirits, vinegar, cyder, and beer, imported, yed 

The ifland of Antigua, one of the Caribbees in the Weg- 
about 20 miles in length and almoft as broad, by reafon of 
no frefh-water brooks, was for a long time deemed almoft uninhabit. 
able ; and it was probably for that reafon that fome Englith families 
from the neighbouring ifland of St. Chriftophers, who had fettled there 
about the year 1632, foon deferted it again. Lord Willoughby de 
Parham, having obtained a grant of it from. King Charles in the year 
1663, now planted a colony on it, and it has profpered extremely, 
being the beft Englifh colony ef the Caribbees next after Barbados and 
St. Chriftophers. It is noted for the beft harbours in all the Caribbee 
iflands, though fomewhat dangerous coming into them without a fkilful 
pilot. It is much troubled with hurricanes, often doing much hurt on 

fhore, as well as on the adjacent feas. It is now well fortified at proper 
diftances ; and by means of tanks, or cifterns,.they make a tolerable 
fhift to fupply themfelves with rain-water. They raife and fend home 
to Britain great quantities of fugar, rum, and melaffes ; and many of 
the planters make very confiderable fortunes, and fettle in Britain. Yet 
for want of a fufficiency of freth water, their fhipping are obliged to take 
Ki in their water at St. Chriftophers, which is a confiderable inconvent- 
| ency. 


The moft extenfive and dreadful conflagration, that ever happened to 


gold and 
Were en. 
and filve 


§ thither 


India feas 
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the city of London, broke out this year on the 2d of September, burn- 
ing no fewer than 13,200 houfes, and moft of the churches and cor- 
€ poration-halls ; the damage, as has been ufually computed, amounting 
to ten million fterling. So vaft a lofs of merchandize, treafure, plate, 
and houfehold furniture, and fo immenfe an expenfe for rebuilding the 
city ina more beautiful, convenient, and fubftantial, manner than 
ever was before, was undoubtedly a great hock and obftructiion for 


fome time to the commerce of London: yet the noble city, By A 
doubling its diligence, did in a few years recover its pilin e 
and domeftic trade, and has fi 


nce fo very much increafed in. pos ie 
to be, beyond all doubt, at prefent the greateft commercial city 12 
world. By the aid of two ads of parliament, it was fooner and Po 
beautifully rebuilt than could have been reafonabl r expected, e 
mg the gre S 
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Since that terrible conflagration, the inċreafe of our foreign com- 
merce and our home manufa@ures has been fo great, that the fub- 
urbs of the city, as well as the adjacent villages and hamlets, have fo 
vaftly increafed, as in point of magnitude, though not of wealth, to vie 
with, and taken together, even to furpafs, the city itfelf; particularly 
the vaft increafe of the hamlet of Spitalfields occafions furprife to all 
who know, or have heard from their friends of but one or two genera- 
tions bsckward, that almoft all that {pace of ground runniug from Ar- 
tillery-lane on the eaft fide of Bifhopfeate-ftreet quite down to Shoreditch 
church, next turning eaftward towards Bethnal-green, and then fouth~ 
eaftward to Whitechapel road, containing ‘by common eftimation be- 
tween three and four hundred acres of ground, fhould have fince then 
been built up into almoft numberlefS ftreets, lanes, “alleys, and courts, 
filled with induftrious manufacturers, chiefly in the filk trade, and others 
depending thereon, to the amount perhaps of above 100,000. people, 
where probably not one fingle houfe ftood little above 1 50 years ago. An- 
other vaft increafe of buildings on new foundations is the great number 
of ftreets contained within the compaf{s of ground ftill called Goodmans- 
fields, with Wellclofe-{quare, Ratcliff-highway, and the adjacent ftreets. 
Northward there is the greateft part of the village of Hoxton built on 
fince about the year 1688, and all about Old-ftreet, on each fide, and 
up to Iflington road, to a place where a wind-mill ftood, ftill called 
Mount-mill. The fine and extenfive {treet of Hatton-garden, on the 
fite of the fingle houfe and garden of the Lord Hatton, the great num- 


ber of alleys in and about Saffron-hill (formerly called the bifhop of ` 


Ely’s vineyard), Brook-ftreet, Grevil-ftreet, &c. where formerly f{tood 
Lord Brook’s houfe and garden, as were alfo all the ftreets from the 
Strand down to the Thames, formerly only noblemen’s houfes and 
gardens. Weftward, on Red-lion-fields near Holborn, on which ground 
now ftands Red-lion-fquare and Red-lion-ftreet, and many other ftreets 
built in and fince the reign of King James II, quite up to Bloomfbury- 
{quare (otherwife called Southampton-fquare), and thence to the town, 
as it. was then called, of St. Giles’s in the fields, formerly a detached 
‘village, all the vacancy of which was built fince 1680. More weftward 
and fouth-weftward ftill, all the buildings north of the ftreet named 
Long-acre, up to the place now called the Seven Dials ; Govent-garden 
and its neighbourhood, built up in the reigns of Kings Charles I and 
I], though fome part of itin the memory of many fill living ; and north- 
ward from Leicefter-fields and St. Martin’s-lane up to Soho and St. 
Giles’s-road, and weftward to the farther end of Piccadilly, and from 
the north fide of Piccadilly up to Tyburn-road, including Soho) obe 
wife named King’s) fquare and Golden-fquare ; and on E tudy s e 
of Piccadilly, St. James’s-fquare, Pall-mall, St. James’s-ftrect, Arli S 
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ton-ftreet, &c. all which were pafture-grounds till about the ye 

Yar 
ae city of Weftminfter, firidly fo called, fince the year 16 
there has been a great increafe of buildings towards Tothill-field, fe 
befide the fuperb ftrects in our days erected in the vicinity of eho’ 
bridge there. Lafily, fince the acceflion of the prefent roya] family 
there is fo great an addition made to the weftern fuburbs, where fae 
New Bond-ftreet and the other ftreets adjoining to Hanover, Cayendin, 
Grofvenor, and Berkeley, {quares, as alone would conftitute a confides” 
able and beautiful city ; and a confiderable addition has been alfo made 
in the proper city aye Weftmintter, befides the great additions made to 
the nearly adjoining villages of Paddington, Chelfea, Knightfbridge 
and Kenfington, weftward, and Marybone, Iftington, and Newington. 
northward, and more eminently to the famous village of Hackney 
north-eaftward ; and alfo eaftward to Mile-end, Bow, and Stratford, 
Wapping, and Limehoufe; and a new town growing gradually up 
fouth of the Thames from the fine bridge of Weftminfter, and at 
Stockwell and Clapham, befides the many ftreets built on the marfh- 
grounds of Rotherhithe and Deptford, and alfo at Greenwich. 

Whither indeed can we turn or caft our eyes, eaft, weft, fouth, or north, 
‘where there are not great improvements on new foundations, all arifing 
out of the’ immenfe commerce of the antient and noble mercantile city 
of London ? 

Before the great conflagration the ftreets were very narrow, fo as in 
many of them the garrets on each fide projected very near each other, 
the houfes being almoft wholely of timber, lath, and plafter, each ftory 
projecting beyond the next lower one 3; wherefor, in order to widen 
many of the more public ftreets after this great difafter, there were two 
estenfive acts of parliament pafled [19 Car. LI, cc. 2, 3] for determin- 
ing 1 a fummary way the bounds of houfes and ftreets to be rebuilt m 
London; and many and great alterations were made for the better in 
the width of ftreets and lanes, as in Fleet-ftreet, Ludgate-hiil, Ludgate- 
{treet, St. Paul’s churchyard, Cheapfide, Newgate-ftreet, the Poultry, 
Gracechurch-ftreet, Thames-ftreet, Cld Fith-ftreet, and from Cheaplide: 
to the Thames, then a poor, narrow, and crooked, lane called Soper- 
lane, now Queen-ftreet, a fine new {treet from Cheapfide up to Guild- 


Ai 3 im . 3 4 
hall, called King-ftreet, there being no other coach-way thither befor 
Thames-ftreet was raifed three feet "> 


the fire but by Laurence-lane. 


uried 
the 


Ba En ; ; 
a eee of a populous town, if not paved, and rebuilt, and fo deep is Roman London by 
ie a ean ly be raifed in the courfe of ages by by the repeated accumulation of rums ce o! 
secre nee of api The workmen, in original firface. ‘The reader who is SE aie 
3 è € great fire, found three differe a ens $ he Roman 

{treets above each other, an rent feeing a particular account of t 


Lely, 
y and at twenty fect ù 1 aH confult Siul ae 
the furface difeovered Roman ty y feet under ties in and near London, may rd's Letters 


A Is and teffelated Gale, Muztland, and articularly Bagfra s = y, 
Pavements. So often has London been deltroyed printed ie Leland?s Colleltanea, V. i, p W 
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to prevent inundations, Conduits, blocking up ftreets, were removed, 
and alfo fundry middle rows of houfes in many parts. The new and 
widened ftreets were to be at leaft 24 feet in breadth. Hereby alfo we 


learn, that the water-houfe adjoining to London-bridge had fupplied the 
fouth fide of the city with water for almoft a hundred years preceding. 
From Mincing-lane down a new way to the Cuftomhoufe feveral other 
eee now paflable by coaches were only foot-way thoroughfares, as 
Princes-{treet near the new Manfion-houfe 3 Others were only open by 
mean gateways, as Shoe-lane, &c. and fore, as Bartholomew-lane, be 
hind the royal exchange, had no exiftence at all. 

In order to widen the more public ftreets, much ground before built 
on was fet apart, fuch as middle rows of houfes in many ftreets, now quite 
clear of fuch nuifances, gateways turned into open ftreets. On the 
other hand, it is known that many of the great merchants houfes and 
city-halls ftood on much more ground than at prefent, with gardens 
and large court-yards; fò that, according to fome opinions, there were 
near 4000 more houfes erected after this conflagration than had been 
in the city before, and that confequently there are more people in 
it. Thus; for a few inflances, the famous Exchange-alley, on which 
fo confiderable a number of capital tenements now fland, was till that 
period only one fingle merchant’s’ houfé and’ garden, running between 
Cornhill and Lombard-ftreet ; and the like of Sweething’s-alley at the 
eaft end of the Royal-exchange.. All Crofby-fquare, though not then 
burnt down, was, it feems, only the houfe and garden of Sir James 
Langham, a merchant. The like might be faid of Princes-ftreet, Copt- 
hall-court, Angel-court, and Warneford-court in Throgmorton-ftreet, 
and of King’s-armis-yard in Coleman-ftreet, formerly fingle houfes, now 
containing many eminent merchants and traders habitations. Devon- 
fhire-fquare, with the adjoining back ftreets and alleys, were all built 
on the earl of Devonfhire’s houfe and garden, as were Bridgewater- 
{quare and adjoining ftreets on that of the earl of Bridgewater, which 
was burnt down in 1687. ‚The ground-plots of many other of the great 
houfes of the nobility and great merchants have had the like improve- 
ments fome few years before this great fire, though moftly fince, fuch 
as Prince Rupert’s in Barbican, the duchefs of Suffolk’s in Alderfgate- 
ftreet, where the earl-of Shaftfbury’s and the bifhop of London’s palaces 
ftill remain entire, the bifhop of Winchefter’s in Winchefter-ftreet, 
&e. all which, though happening in various periods of time, we have 
thrown together in this place, that we may not any more have recourfe 
to them hereafter. : 

This year Captain Sayle, in the fervice of the new colony of Caroli- 
Na, in his way thither, was driven by a {torm on Providence, the chiet 
of the Bahama or Lucay. iflands ;. and on his return to England, with a 

3 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 3 
i “ Se eae Fre 


p 


528 l 


A. D. 1666. 


n thips 
NE tem ef. 


at war 
priva- 


means of greatly injuring our American commerce. The Spaniards, 
jealous of a fettlement fo near to the Havanna, furprifed the Englith 
there in the year 1641, burnt their habitations, and murdered the go- 
vernor, after which it remained a defart, till replanted in 1666. It was: 
again neglected or deferted till about the year 1690, when the proprie~ 
tors of Carolina once more repeopled it, and appointed a governor to- 
it. In the year 1703 the French and Spaniards. utterly wafted and de- 
populated the ifle of Providence, drove out the Englith, carried off their 
negroes, &c. and demolifhed the fort of Naflau.; and fo it remained till 
the reign of King George I, when the houfe of lords. addrefled the king, 
to replant and refortify the Bahama ifles, where pirates then had their’ 
ufual retreat. Whereupon, in the year 1718, Captain Woods Rogers 
was fent regal governor to Providence, to whom. moft of the pirates fub- 
mitted, and accepted the king’s pardon ; and it has ever fince remane 

a regal colony, where there is a {mall town named Naflau, with 0 
good and well-defigned forts, ereGted in the year 1745, fo as to popop 
in a very good ftate of defence againft any enemy. Befides this prince 
pal ifland of Providence, there are fmall Britifh fettlements on Hare 
est Se ahn, ane Š few families on fome one noh Af 20° 
affembly-men to ogee stroudence in he h many 

, to reprefent them all. Thofe ifles abound wit 


: ok. 
forts of good, and fome very uncommon, timbers, and with plenty 
* The advantages, 1S 


vith Spa 
clearly explained to g which may arife from the local fituation of thefe iflands in a war W ith Spa" 


Overnment by Captain Rogers in the year 1728. A: 
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ftones and lime: on Exuma there is excellent falt, and they have made 
fome effays at fugar-canes. The whole white people in them were late- 
ly faid to be about 2000. But the condition of fuch places is ufually 
fo fluctuating, more efpecially.in time of war, that we can fay little 
more of them at prefent. i 

By a ftate of the Dutch Eaft-India company’s affairs, publifhed this 
year, 1t appears that their fettlement on the Cape of Good Hope was al- 
ready in a pretty good condition; their garrifon confifted of 500 men, 
and their new fort was nearly completed : they indeed complained of 
{fome want of flaves for the cultivation of their lands, but their vines 
and olive trees profpered very well. if 

1667.—What Alderman Cockayne had fruitlefsly attempted for feven 
years together, (from 1608 to 1615) was effe&ted in the year 1667 by 
making ufe of proper workmen, and taking other prudent meafures, 
For one Brewer from the Netherlands came over to England with his 
fervants, and had due encouragement from the crown for inftru@ine 
our people in dying and dreffing the fineft white woollen cloths, which 
were thereby brought to the greateft perfection before their exporta- 
tion. 

Since .Captain Fox’s and Captain James’s attempts for a north-weft 
paflage through Hudfon’s bay in the years 1631 and 1633, we hear of 
no more fuch till the year 1667, that fundry perfons of worth and dif- 
tinction who had been for fome years before confulting about that voy- 
age and difcovery, fitted out a fhip with merchandize from London, 
under, the command of Captain Gillam, who pafled through Hudfon’s 
ftraits, and fo into Baffin’s bay, as far as 75 degrees northward: next 
he failed as far fouthward as to 51 degrees, odd minutes, where, in the 
river he named after Prince Rupert, one of the adventurers, he built 
Charles’s fort, the firt we ever had in Hudfon’s bay; and he was the 
firft that ever practifed any thing like real commerce in that bay. Gil- 
lam carried with him two Frenchmen, who had lived at Quebec in Ca- 
nada, and who, upon the information of an Indian there, that the 
French, by travelling farther north, would come to a great bay or fea, 
had gone home to France to folicit for fhips to fail into Hudfon’s bay, 
but their propofal being flighted by the French court, our ambaflador 
there picked them up and fent them to England, where the noble ad- 
venturers employed them as above *. 

* Before this time a {mall fettlement had been tague the Englifh ambaflader. Grofeillier had alfo. 


formed by fome Englifhmen, who had fortified a found fome of the men belonging to a hip from 
polt on Port-Nelfon river. They were furprifed Bofton in New-England, who had been left at 


and made prifoners by Grofeillier, the chief of the 
two Frenchmen mentioned by Mr. Anderfon. 
Some difputes, between Grofeillier and thofe he 
Was connected with in Canada, obliged him to 
feek for redrefs at Paris, where the neglect of the 
government threw him into the arms of Mr. Mon- 


Vou. IT. 
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Port-Nelfon river by their fhip driving out to fea. 
Thefe particulars, together with a circumftan- 
tial account of Gillam’s voyage, may be found in- 
Forfler’s Difeoveries in the North, p. 376 of the. 
Englifh tranflation. M. A 
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. France and Holland being willing to treat of a peace 

tiaries met at Breda ; and a peace between England and Fr 

cluded, whereby the later ceded to England all their part 
St. Chriftophers, together with Antigua and Montferrat, 

hand, the Englifh court, not then knowing or duely weighing the; 

portance of the country of Acadia, or Acadie, part of Nova-Scon 
yielded it to France. ta, 

A treaty was alfo concluded between England and Holland, whereby 
: it was agreed, that both parties fhould retain what they then poffeffe a 
But before it was quite concluded, the king, imagining the Peace to be 
certain, (fomé fay too, for faving the money granted by parliament fon 
lefs valuable ends) omitted to fit out his principal fleet to fea ; the Dutch 
at the inftigation of the French court, fent over De Ruyter with o 
{hips of war, who, entering the mouth of the river.Thames, took the- 
fort of Sheernefs, which he blew up, with a great quantity of naval and 
military ftores, &c. .Thence fending Van Ghent with part of his fleet 
up the river Medway to Chatham, where many of our capital. thips la ; 
they burnt four (the Dutch fay fix) of them, and brought off the hull 
of the Royal Charles: but two or three of the Dutch fhips running 
aground, they burnt them to prevent their falling into our hands, and 
fo returned in triumph to their own coaft. But as the peace was now 
too far gone to break it off, it was foon after figned. We fhall here on- 
ly farther take notice, that the fort at Sheernefs has fince been rebuilt 
in fo fubftantial and judicious a manner, as: probably will prevent: any 
fuch daring attempt hereafter, EEI 
The difafter at Chatham. created great uneafinefs. in: London, efpecial- 
ly among thofe who had trufted the London goldfmiths with money at 
a moderate intereft, which they had advanced to the king at a much 
higher intereft, on the fecurity of his revenue as it fhould come in, the 
creditors of thefe bankers being juftly apprehenfive left a fudden ftop: 
{hould be put to their payments at the exchequer. The king: therefor, 
in order to quiet fuch uneafinefs in the people, who were continually: 
demanding their money of the goldfmiths or bankers, ifflued his decla- 
ration for preferving inviolably the courfe of payments in: bis exche- 
quer, both with regard to principal and intereft : although in lefs tham 
a me aanteel abfolutely difregarded this folemn decla- 


_At the treaty of Breda the Englith minifters at firft infifted on Me 
Dutch Eaft-India company’s reor the {pice ifle of Poleroon.; oe 
well had deed obliged them, in 16 54, to reftore it: yet the Pesce 
: had again feized on it in the year 1664. But at length Poleroom He 
f | agreed to be left to the Dutch, though it is faid: to yield the beft nut- 
| eS megs and mace of all the Molucca ifles. 


i Nothing could more ‘effeually demonftrate the excellency of thé 


Plempoten, 
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Englifh navigation a@, than the Dutch plenipotentiaries. fo ftrenuoufly 
infifting, at this treaty of Breda, that that law was deftru@tive of their 
commerce, and fhould therefor be. made void. Yet, though our mi- 
nifters durft not go fo far, it was ftipulated, that all merchandize ‘brought 
down the Rhine from Germany to the ftaple at Dort, fhould be deem- 
ed the fame as if they were of the growth of Holland, and might -con- 
fequently be tranfported to England in Dutch bottoms. 

And whereas, during the war, the Englith colony at Surinam on the 
coaft of Guiana had been attacked, and had furrendered to the Zea- 
land fquadron, and confidering that the uti poffdetis was agreéd at this 
treaty to be the bafis thereof, that colony was therefor yielded to the 
Dutch, which England had never made of any great importance to her 
commerce, though there were fome fine fugar plantations then in it, 
and alfo fome tobacco ones, the later not good for much. Surinam has 
ever fince been in their pofleffion: and by the fame rule, the fine pro- 
vince of New-York, a much nobler exchange, was confirmed to Eng- 
land. Laftly, it was ftipulated by this peace, that Dutch {hips of war 
as well as merchant fhips, which fhall meet any Englith {hips of war 
within the four feas furrounding Great Britain, fhall ftrike the flag and 
lower the topfail, as formerly. But the heirs of Sir William Courten 
received no fatisfaGion for the capture of his two fhips in India by the 
Dutch Eaft-India company, after much ftir made about it for many 
years paft. Tt was, on the whole, rather a difhonourable peace for us, 
and an honourable and advantageous peace for the Dutch: for, although 
they hereby quitted all pretenfions to New-York, it was purely becaufe 
they were before quite difpoffefled of it, and, being furrounded by the 
other Englifh colonies, they could never have been able to regain or 
keep pofleffion of it. The province of New-York is faid by fome to 
have, on trial, yielded as good tobacco as Virginia or Maryland. Tt 
produces great quantities of corn, and has a profitable trade for furs 
and peltry with the Indians, and with the fugar ifles for its horfes 
and provifions of all kinds, and pipe-ftaves, as alfo to Madeira and the 
Azores. ; 

We are at length arrived at fomewhat like a pacification between. 
England and Spain in the American feas, where till now both nations 


had in fome degree kept up a ftate of hoftility, even while they lived ` 


peaceably together in Europe. By this time indeed Spain’s old pre- 
tenfions to an univerfal fovereignty in the American feas were become 


obfolete ; yet till now both nations took advantages of each other in ~ 


thofe parts: The improving fpirit of the Englifh, and the great de- 
clenfion’ of Spain’s power, had gained them confiderable ground in 
America. King Charles neverthelefs thought it prudent at this time 
agree to a general pacification with Spain in America, in a treaty O 


. E ; i i icle where- 
peace and alliance concluded with that crown ; the e article 
fo) 
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of, being the only one relating to America, or any particula i 
mercial point, runs in the following ftrain, viz. t Cóm: 

© We do mutually agree to remain on the fame footi 
t to our American commerce, upon which the ftates-genera] 
“ United provinces of the Netherlands were put by the fixth ae the 
‘ the treaty of Munfter, between Spain and the ftates-generay Icle of 
« year 1648, which runs in the following words, viz. “IN the 

« As to the Weft-Indies, the fubjects and inhabitants of t 
‘ the king and the ftates-general refpectively, {hall forbear 
t trading in any of the harbours, places, &c. pofleffed b 


ng with regan 


he faid lords 
failing to and 
y the one Of 


king fh 
< fail to, or trade in, thofe held and poflefled by the faid ee 
? 


< nor fhall the fubje&s of the faid lords -the ftates fail to or trade i 
‘ thofe held and poffeffed by the faid lord the king of Spain? © 

This eighth article, though thus loofely expreffed, was at leatt'a tacit 
agreement of the uti poffidetis in America, and was introduétory of an- 
other more explicit treaty three years after. 

About this time France, in the miniftry of the fharp-fighted Colbert 
fet on foot the famous tapeftry manufacture at the Gobelins in Paris. 
for this end, procuring from all foreign parts, drawers, defigners; paint- 
ers, dyers, and engravers, alfo workers in gold, filver, ivory, brafs, &c. 
which, under the direction of the famous Le Brun, were brought to 
great perfection, and thereby much money kept at home, which before . 
was fent abroad for fuch ornaments and curiofities: as alfo: every pot 
fible means was ufed for improving old manufactures and introdu- 
cing mew ones, and new branches of commerce. By fuch meafures, 
France foon became the’ great rival and fupplanter of England’ and 
Holland in moft foreign markets, as in. Turkey, Spain, Portugal, and 
Italy, more particularly for woollen goods, with which, till after this. 
time, the two former nations fupplied moft of the countries of Europe 
Yet in fome refpects the French overfhot the mark, as even their coun- 
tryman Huet, in his Memoirs of the Dutch commerce, obferves: for, 

X by laying fuch high duties on all foreign merchandize imported, and., 
pretending to fell their own merchandize to other nations without 
‘ buying any from them. the jons: 
could not be without French wares, for which too, they would pay 
_ ready money to France, whilft the French took off none of theirs: 
pity he obferves, * made both the Englith and Dutch fer up"), 
of the manufactures which they were wont to have from France, ae 
‘ who, efpecially the Dutch, fold them in imitation of thofe of Fran® 
3 much cheaper than, France could afford to, do fuch, particularly, = 
; broad E fold and filver brocades, ribands,. laces, hats, harav“. 
watches, toys, paper, &c. and have fince been wonderfully {uccé 
We may add, that in England our broad filk.manv™ 


< 
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has been brought to great perfection, as alfo that of hardware, watches 
and haberdafhery ; and our paper, quite a modern manufacture, fo far 
improved, as to fave great {fums formerly paid to France. 

1668.—In January 1668, N. S. King Charles concluded with the 
‘ater geneil of the United provinces of the Netherlands a defenfive al- 

; and in February following, a treaty of commerce, in fubftance 
as follows, viz. 

Articles I, I) The king’s fubje@ts may freely trade with fuch king- 
doms and ftates with whom he is in peace, although the ftates-general 
fhould happen to be at war with the faid kingdoms and ftates 3. which: 
freedom fhall extend to all kinds of merchandize but contraband goods. 

II) By contraband goods are meant all forts of fire arms, gunpowder, 
and military inftruments of ‘war: alfo ropes, horfes, faltpetre, horfe 
accoutrements, faddles, bridles, &c. 

IV) But provifions of all kinds for the fuftenance of life may be 
carried freely even to the enemies of the ftates, excepting only to towns 
befieged or invefted: ; 

V) Englith fhips entering laden into any of. the ports of the ftates,. 
with an intention to fail thence to places at war with. them, fhall only 
be obliged to produce their paffports, containing an attefted inventory 
of their lading, and then may freely proceed.. 

VI, VII, VIII) Other means to be ufed, where there may be juft 
ground for fufpicion of carrying contraband merchandize. 

IX) Contraband goods, found in Englith fhips bound to the ports of 
-enemies of the ftates, {hall be taken out; but neither the {hip nor the 
other merchandize fhall be feized.. 

X) Merchandize fënt by the king’s fubjeéts in {hips belonging to the: 
enemies of the ftates, even though not contraband, fhall be forfeited 
together with the other goods in fuch fhips: but, on the other hand, 
whatever is found onboard Britifh fhips, though the lading, or part of 
it, fhould belong to the enemies of the ftates, fhall be free, except they 
be contraband goods. 

XI) And:the fubjeéts-and fhips of the ftates-general fhall, in all.re- 
{peéts, enjoy all the before. and after named privileges allowed: to the: 
king’s fubjeéts and fhips, in reference to: trade.and, navigation on the 
coafts and in the ports of the king’s dominions.. ks pi 

XII, XIII, XIV). No violence nor injury. fhall be offered by- Britifh. 
Ships and fubjets to:thofe of the ftates, and vice ver/a; and the com- 
manders of privateers, before they put to fea, fhall give fecurity to the: 
value. of L1s00. or 15,000 gilders for this end z but if a commander 
of any, Englifh fhip fhall. take a veflel laden-with prohibited goods, he: 
{hall not be: allowed to open: chefts, &c. nor to fell; barter, or make. 

away with, them, till brought on fhore in the prefence of the ae or. 
prizes: and unle{s.the prohibited goods make only a part.of the lading,, 
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in which café they fhall be prefently taken out, that the fhip may: 
fue her voyage. ; i Š P oo 
XV, XVI, XVID The king promifes to do all poffible right 
juftice in the cafe of prizes, and, in cafe of the ftates’ minifters Ț d 
plaining of any injuftice in the fentences pafled, the fame thal 
viewed by his council in three months {pace. Neither {hall 
troverted goods be fold nor difpofed of in the meantime, unlefs perih 
able, but by the confent of the parties complaining, who, if À 
a fentence in their favour, either in the firft or fecond inftan 
fentence, upon giving fecurity, fhall be put in execution, although the 
other appeal to a higher court: but not againft the opponents, if the 
fentence fhould be pronounced in their favour. And finally, all the 
foregoing ftipulations fhall be equally obferved by the ftates in refped 
to the fuits of the king’s fubjects. [Collection of treaties, V. i, p. 136, 
‘ed. 1732. 
The hee author of a treatife, entitled the Britith merchant, 
and many other writers, loudly and juftly complain of the too much 
encouragement given to the confumption of French wines and brandies, 
‘filks, linens, hats, &c. He obferves, that, though a duty of 4d a quart 
was this year laid upon French wines, which raifed their retail price 
from 8d to r/, we {till took off prodigious quantities of them, and of 
almoft every. other fpecies of French merchandize, while the French 
were continually diminifhing their confumption of Englifh manufac- 
tures and merchandize by new and high impofitions, obftrudtions, and 
at length prohibitions: infomuch that the general balance of the trade 
of England for this fame year was moft grievoufly to our lofs, viz. 


Imported into England from all the world =- 4,196,139 17 © 
Exported ~ ic = f 2,063,274 19 © 
The imports exceed the exports, the {fum of L2,132,864 18 ° 

This 
France. 


ce, fuch 


great national lofs was owing to our having a full trade with 
e. That full trade being afterwards prohibited, ‘the general ba- 
lance in 1699, was got to be fo far in our favour as L1,147,060 : 10: 9: 
Total gained by us, from having no trade with France in the year 169% 
13,280,525:8:9, which balance, in the year 1703, was increafed t0 
E se8 13% ; Oz. Total gained by us, from our having nee 
rance in the year ; Sri fs 1 i iD 

. ing confideration, Year 1703, L4,250,388: x 1103, A moft 

At this time alfo the laudable Englith fathi «mer times bega” 
‘to alter in favour of France. ahs ee nel ee into hoods 
made of French filk, whereby every maid-fervant in England became & 
ftanding revenue to the French king of the half of her wages: ` jed 
hats for men were likewife brought from France, which alfo fupp 
4 
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Italy with woollen goods, made of Englifh wool run to them, in return; 
for Italian filk, which France manufactured, and fold to England to pay 
-for that wool. And whilft they laid fuch high duties on our woollen 
cloths as amounted to a prohibition, we were in a manner totally fup- 
plied with their linens, befide their wines, brandies, paper, &c.  [B7i- 
tib merchant, V. iii, p. 315, ed. ¥713.} 

This year the king, by the perfuafion of Lord Afhley, the chancellor 
of the exchequer, inftituted a council of commerce, confifting of a pre- 
fident, vice-prefident, and nine other counfellors * who, inftead of the 
former method of referring all commercial matters to a fluctuating: 
committee of the privy council, which was liable to many. objections, 
were to apply themfelves diligently to the advancement of the nation’s 
commerce, colonies, manufactures, and fhipping. But as this king was 
never long conftant in any very laudable regulation, he, a few years af- 
ter, laid afide fo very beneficial an inftitution, too expenfive alfo for him ~ 
to {pare from his pleafures, whereby commercial concerns fell into the ” 
former way of a reference to a committee of the privy council, 

At length France was induced to conclude a peace with Spain at Aix- 
la-Chapelle, though on the following very difadvantageous terms for the: 
later ; Spain now ceding to France the towns and forts of Charleroy, 
Binch, Aeth, Doway, Fort Scarp, Tournay, Lille, Audenard, Armen- 
tiers, Courtray, Bergues, and Furnes, together with their bailywicks, 
chatellanies, territories, and dependencies. Thus France got a firm 
footing in the very heart of the Spanifh Netherlands, whereby the ba- 
lance of power between thofe two great nations was fhamefully fuffered 
by King Charles to be quite deftroyed ; who, had he had any great re- 
gard for England’s commercial interefts, or for the equilibrium of Eu- 
rope in general, might have undoubtedly prevented it. Yet Louis XIV 
{carcely kept to this peace for fo long as two years time, without mak- 
ing farther encroachments on the declining monarchy of Spain. At 
this time, however, Louis found himfelf obliged to reftore to Spain the 
county of Burgundy, commonly called Franche Compté, the’ invafion: 
of which and of the Netherlands had obliged Spain to. make peace with, 
and renounce all pretenfions on, Portugal. 

The king granted a new charter to the famous Cinque-ports, fituated 
on the.coafts of Kent and Suffex, whereby he confirmed their antient 
privileges, with fome new regulations, more fuitable to modern times, 
relating to taxes and the election of their officers, &c. now of no ufe to 
our purpofe. Since our vaft increafe of the royal navy thefe Cinque~ 
Ports are no more of any great importance, though, as we have more 
than once fhewn, they were greatly ufeful to our Norman race of kings: 
in their expeditions to’ the continent, and alfo in cafe of threatened: 


* The prefident had a falary of L800, the vice-prelident L.6ca,, and the counfellors Lsoo cacha. 
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4nvafions from thence, before there was any royal navy Property p 
` WN) 


led. a a i 
ite timber of the king’s foreft of Dean in Gloucefterfhi 


Jate much deftroyed, an act of parliament direéted, that eleven yp $° 
EAT, of the wafte lands in that foreft fhould be inclofed, for the out 
and prefervation of oak-timber for the fupply of the royal owth 


6.18 : : Navy, 
the maintenance of fhipping for the trade of this nation. [29 é 4 a 


re bein 


: Ae Tik author of the Happy future ftate of England a 
us, that in the year 1669 there was 23,680 lb. weight of linen 
ported from Scotland into the port of London. He alfo relat 
this time the French proteftants fettled at Ipfwich made li 
er ell. i 
: De Witt, the judicious author of the Intereft of Holland, has the fol- 
lowing obfervations upon the improving commerce and power of Eng- 
land during about a century preceding this time. He fays, ‘ that when 
« the compulfive laws of the Netherland halls drove the cloth-weaving 
“ from the cities to the villages, and thence into England, and the cruel- 
* ty of the duke of Alva drove the fay-weaving after it, the Englith be- 
gan to vend their manufactures throughout Europe: they became po- 
tent at fea, and no longer depended on the Netherlands. Alfo by the 
difcovery of the inexpreflibly rich cod-bank of Newfoundland the peo- 
ple of Briftol in particular were enriched. Moreover, the long perfe- 
cution of puritans in England has occafioned the planting of many 
Englifh colonies in America, whereby they drive a mighty foreign 
trade thither. So that this mighty ifland united with Ireland under 
“ one king,—feated in the midft of Europe, having a clear deep coat, 
with good havens and bays, in fo narrow a fea, that all foreign fips 
that fail either to the eaftward or weftward are neceflitated, even 1n 
fair weather, to fhun the dangerous French coaft, and fail along that 
of England, and in ftormy weather to run in and preferve their hives, 
fhips, and merchandize, in its bays: fo that England now, by its .con- 
Junction with Scotland, being much increafed in ftrength, as well by 
manufactures as by a great navigation, will in all refpects be Kosai 
able to all Europe ; for, according to the proverb, a mafter at a - 
a lord at land ; and more efpecially a king of England, (cetera 
: able, both by whole fleets and private {hips of war, at all times j 
feize on fhips failing by that coaft; the wefterly winds, which blov 
a the moft part of the year on this fide of the tropic, giving q bar- 
Ha great Opportunities to fail out of their numerous bays an ower 
P at pleafure to infeft our navigation : of which formidable Pn 
mo emy Vill was fo fenfible, that he dared to ufe gidan 3 
ae co preef, i.e. he whom I affift fhall be mafter : and he ones 
ingly made war as he lifted ; fometimes againft France, at other 
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< againft Spain, though then ftrengthened with the German empire and 
thefe Netherlands ; making peace at his own pleafure both with King 
Francis I and with the emperor Charles V, whom he dared fo horri- 
bly to defpife as to repudiate his aunt Queen Catherine.’ - 

Thus this able minifter of ftate lays down an immutably interefting 
Jeflon for Britain, viz. ever to be fuperior to any other nation on the 
Ocean, whereby we {hall ever be fuperior in commerce; and while there- 
by we preferve our great influence in the councils of the nations on the 
continent of Europe, we fhall increafe our wealth, and preferve our in- 
dependence, and confequently our liberty. Neither need we on this 
fubje& to obferve, that our fuperiority muft ever be very confiderable 

not only on account of the guard of our own extenfive coafts, but alfo 
for the protetion of our commerce in all the four quarters of the earth. 
This will-ever be owr great palladium ; and, according to the poet, 


© We then moft happy, who can fear-no force, 
* But winged troops and Pegafean horfe } WALLER. 


This year the French prime minifter Colbert brought Van Robais, a 
Dutch merchant, from Holland, to fettle with 500 workmen at Abbe- 
ville in Picardy, where a new manufadture for fuperfine woollen broad 
cloth was very fuccefsfully fet on foot. It is fuperfluous to recite all the 
privileges, immunities, and fums of money, beftowed on him and his 
workmen. From 30 looms, in the year 1681, he was encouraged to 

-fet up 50. In 1698 Van Robais’s looms amounted to 80, and in 1708 
they exceeded 100 in number. The French king, to do the greater ho- 
nour to this new manufaétory, gave leave to the nobleffe to be concern- 
ed in it, without detracting from their nobility. And to encourage the 
fale of thefe and other French woollen goods in Turkey, he advanced 
money to the merchants of Marfeilles out of his treafury, to be repaid 
after the return of their fhips from Turkey, whereby that city has gra- 
dually fupplanted England and Holland of much of their Turkey trade. 
And the apprehenfions of fome people go fo far as to think Marfeilles 
will be able in time to engrofs the whole of it. 

France at this time, as has been already obferved, began to abound 
in all kinds of curious manufactures, toys, &c. with which they fup- 
plied every part of Europe. “One moft material thing, however, they 
hitherto wanted, for completing their fuperiority over the reft.of the 
world, viz. a fuperiority of naval power. De Witt, who at this time 
wrote his Intereft of Holland, obferves, [part ii, c. 7] that the French 
have very few fhips and mariners of their own ; -fo that all their traffic 


is driven by Dutch fhips, and to Holland, or at leaft by unloading there, 
fome few Englith {hips and traffic: excepted : and when any goods are 
to be tranfported from one French harbour to another, they are put on- 
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board {hips of Holland. This was the cafe in his time, olta 
his Age of Louis XIV) fays, that this great prince foon after p 
bounty of five livres per ton for every new fhip built in Fr 
by fhipping foon became more plenty: yet he fays, that fo a 
were they then in France, that not a few condemned thofe wit orant 
fures as pernicious. $ Mea- 
With refpe& to the woollen manufactures, there isa general mig 
prevails with many even to this day, in imagining that the fine me ; 
cloth in France is principally fupported by our Enelith run Woo] me 
ing it is well known that the real fuperfine cloth everywhere Fi 
entirely of Spanifh wool, and therefor often called Spanith cloths. iad 
that though the fecond fort of French cloth is much meliorated by the 
help of our fine fhort wool, yet for the moft part the beft woo] of France 
alone may do well enough for their coarfe cloths. And it is principally 
for their fine ftuffs, hofe, caps, &c. that the French find our {of and 
long combing wool (the beft of its kind in all Europe) abfolutely necef. 
fary, feeing, without a certain proportion thereof mixed up with their 
own wool, they cannot make thofe fine goods fit for the markets of 
‘Spain, Portugal, and Italy. Moreover, by running our wool to Ham- 
burgh, Holland, Flanders, France, &c. thofe countries are enabled to 
manufacture thofe ftuffs and ftockings, to the great detriment of our 
own manufacturers. 

- The French in our days take from us no other commodities than 
what they can farther improve or manufa@ure ; or fuch as they cannot 
as yet be without, viz. raw hides, leather, beef, and butter, chiefly from 
ireland; and alfo much leaf tobacco. 

De Witt eftimates the increafe ‘of the commerce and navigation of 
Holland in the fhort {pace of time from the pacification with Spain, m 

‘the year 1648, to this year 1669, to be fully one half. He obferves. 
‘that, during the war with Holland, Spain loft the bulk of her naval 
power: and fince the peace the Dutch have moftly beat the Eafterlings 
~ and the Englith out of the trade to Spain, all the coafts of which coun” 
try are navigated chiefly by Dutch fhipping; and for want of fhips and 
failors of their own, Spain has now openly begun to hire Dutch fhips. 
to fail to her Indies, though formerly fo careful to exclude all foreigne’® 
from thence: and fo great is the fupply of Dutch manufacture to 
Spain, &e. that all the merchandize brought from the Spanifh We F 
Indies is not fufficient to make returns for them; fo that the Dutch. 
carry home the balance’in money. | Intere/? of Holland, part ï, © 8.] of 
__, The fame great author, for the better illuftration of the incre 6 i 
the Dutch commerce and of their people, has exhibited the compi 


number of the inhabitants of the province of Holland and W eft-Friele- 


E Q . - rte 
land at this time, with the feveral means whereby they are {upper 
viz, 


nce, w 
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; Perfons,. 
By the fifheries at fea, and the.feveral trades and traffic de- n ziir 
pending thereon - Ane E = 450,000 
By agriculture of all kinds, turf-making, inland fifhing ; 
and by furnifhing thofe people with all forts of materials 
they being hufbandmen 200,090 


By manufactures, fhipping, works of art, &c. confumed 
abroad; and by trades relating to the faid manufactures 6 50,000 
By navigating for freight and trade jointly, exclufive of the 
fifhery and trades depending thereon. - - 250,000 
By all the above people, (men, women, and children) who i 
muft be fupplied with what they want; as food, clothing, 
houfing, furniture, and all other things for art, eafe, 
pleafure, and ornament - - - - 650,000 
Gentry without employment, civil magiftrates, and officers, 
and fuch as live on their eftates or money, foldiers, the 


poor in hofpitals, beggars, &c. - - 200,000 


Total number of fouls in the fingle province of Holland 2,400,000 


He adds, ‘ that the eighth part of this number could not be fupplied 
‘ with neceflaries out of the produét of Holland, it being their gain by 
* traffic, which brings in the neceflaries for the other feven eighth parts 
< of the whole people.’ 

He alfo obferves, [part iii, c. 6] that the city of Amfterdam hath 
been enlarged two parts in three: and yet none can obferve that either 
the houfes or the inhabitants are thereby leffened in value. Yea, that 
it is fo augmented in buildings, that the impofts on the bulky goods 
of that city only, in the laft farm, yielded above 30,000 gilders more 
than in the former farm; and we may affirm the like of Leyden, Dort, 
and other cities in proportion. „ 

‘In this fame year the Dutch Eaft-India company, after a long con- 
teft with the king of Macaflar, obliged him to yield to them the fort- 
refs of that name. 

King Charles having now received intelligence that the Spaniards had 
abandoned the moft part of the great province of Chili in South Ame- 
rica, was advifed to attempt a fettlement in a country fo greatly abound- 
ing in gold, &c.: he therefor fent out Sir John Narborough, with a hip 
of 36 guns and a pink; with orders to make difcoveries on that coatt, 

_And in other parts of the South feas. He pafled the ftraits of Mageilan, 
and failed along the coafts of Patagonia and Chili; but, as his orders 

Were exprefs not to moleft the Spaniards in thofe parts, and as the Spa- 
niards at Baldivia would not permit him to trade with the Indians, and 
had feized his lieutenant and three of his failors, he webed it prudent to 

3 Ne2 
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irn home; which he accordingly did by the fame Masel] ; i 
Say probably none after him has ever attempted, as aR 4 anic ftraite. 


: Oyage rn? 
Cape Horne into the South feas is everywhere fo far better, ae round 
ed in England in the year 1671; and his obfervations and dhs 
were afterwards publifhed. Such a fettlement as was hereby pro Blits 
to be made in fo remote a part of the world from England, in peel 
peftuous an ocean, and with fo Sanaa a people as the Chilefe, ‘ould 
have probably been attended with almoft infuperable difficulties, fince 
Spain itfelf, though poffefled of the countries north and eatt of Chili 
has had énough to do to preferve their footing there. , 

After an obftinate fiege of 20 months, the Turks took the capital of 
Candia (or Crete) from the V enetians, and thereby completed their 
conqueft of the ifland. As Candia lies directly in the way of the navi. 
gation to and-from Conftantinople, the Turkith ifles of the archipelago, 
Egypt, &c. it was a great eye-fore to them whilft in the pofleffion of 
Venice. It is commonly remarked that, ever fince this conqueft, the 
naval power of Turkey has greatly decreafed ; poffibly, becaufe, fince 
being pofleffed of Candia, they are more fecured and uninterrupted in 
their Communication with Egypt and their other levantine provinces, 
Formerly the Turks were very formidable in thofe feas; and indeed 
fandry parts of their dominions afford great abundance of materials for 
fhip-building and naval ftores; but as they never were much, ‘and now 
Jefs than ever, addi&ted to commerce, this reafon alone is fufficient to 
account for the prefent decayed ftate of their marine. 

Tt was about this time that the French Eaft-India company abandon- 
ed their fettlement in Maddgafcar, as not finding it worth keeping, and 
transferred their principal refidence to Surat in India. Soon after, the 
king, by the patronage of Colbert, granted them the haven of Port 
Lotiis in Bretagne, for their fhips; in virtue of which grant they after- 
wards-eftablifhed ‘their warehoufes, fhips, and magazines, at what they 
named Port L’Orient, near Port Louis.. Colbert alfo obtained for this 
vompany a remiflion of 3 millions of livres due ‘to the king, and an os 
emption from all duties on their imported merchandize ; notwit ae 
‘ang all which, at his death, in the year 1683, their affairs were 1m å 
clining condition. flins 

“7670.—It was about this time that the wear of the flimfy mM" 2 
‘from India was frf introduced into England: before which Oe 
more natural and ufual wear was cambrics, Silefia lawns, and L our 
of fine flaxen linens, from Flanders and ‘Germany, in return oo n 
woollen manufactures of various kinds, exported to thofe count! 
very confiderable quantities. D 

An additional ast of parliament was pafled for rebuilding ee 
uniting fundry parifhes, rebuilding the cathedral of St. Pail, an 
parochial churches, whereby Pater-nofter row, Warwick lane, 
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ftreet, Candlewick ftreet, Eaftcheap, Swithin’s lane, Little Wood ftreet, 
Milk ftreet, Tower ftreet, Water lane, (near the cuftom-houfe) Rood 
lane, St; Mary-hill, Thames ftreet from London bridge to Puddle-dock, 
Pye-corner, Threadneedle ftreet, and the paflage at Holborn bridge, 
were directed to be widened; and the Royal exchange, Gildhall, the 
Seffions-houfe in the Old bailey, and the city prifons to be enlarged. 
Two fhillings more per chaldron were laid on coals; in all three fhil- 
lings. One fourth part of all monies appropriated for rebuilding parifh 
churches was to be applied for rebuilding St. Paul’s cathedral, The 
channel of Bridewell-dock, from the Thames to Holborn bridge, (now 
known by the name of Fleet-ditch, though it will foon lofe that name- 
alfo) was ordered to be made navigable. Alfo a new ftreet to be made 
from the weft end of Threadneedle ftreet into Lothbury, (this is Prin- 
ces ftreet). Two pofterns for foot paflengers to be made at Ludgate,. 
-and the gate to be enlarged. [22 Car. I, c. 11.] 

At this time King Charles II was enabled by two aéts of parliament,. 
[22 Car. I, c. 63; 22, 23 Car. I, c..24) to alienate his fee-farm rents, 
the purchafe-money of which was prefently fquandered away, under 
pretence of paying the king’s debts bearing intereft. Thefe rents were: 
a noble income and refource to the crown, which furely no wife kmg. 
would ever have-alienated, on-any pretence whatever. The purchafers 
had’ very cheap bargains of thofe rents, though now they fell at very 
high prices. . Thus this improvident monarch completed what his pre- 
deceflors had begun and carried very far, viz. to render themfelves ab- 
folutely dependent on their parliaments; which fhould be very far from 
‘difpleafing the true friends of England’s liberty. ERRA 

In fpite of prohibitions and penalties, tobacco was ftill cultivated in 
England ; wherefor a new act was paffed to prohibit at: whereby the- 
peace officers were direéted to fearch for and prevent tobacco growing: 
within their refpeđtive bounds; and to deftroy the fame wherever found :. 
with a provifo, however, as formerly, of allowing it to the phyfic gar- 
dens of both univerfities, or other private gardens for phyfic or furgery, 
fo as any one fuch plantation exceed not the compafs of half a pole or- 
perch for every fuch garden. [22, 23 Car. II, c. 26.) To this act there 
was added a claufe, exprefsly repealing the werd Ireland, in the act 12 
Car. II, c. 18; fo that now the produét of the Englifh plantations brought 
to Europe muft be firft landed in England only, before they be refhip-- 


i ped for other-parts. z 

r We have feen, under the- year 1667, that till that year there gasno 

n the Jeaft mention of America in any treaty between England and Spain;. 
the later willing.to keep up her antient claims.in that country, and the 
former. determined- to keep and improve the footing fhe had gained 

z there. The feeble condition of Spain, however, at length brought her 

3 to reafonable conditions: and. as the eighth. article. of the treaty of. 

1. 
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1667 was thought too general by mae Spanifh miniftry, they ea; 
applied to the Englith court for a more clear and explanator cred | 
lating to America ; which was accordingly complied with by eet T 
of England, upon the king of Spain agreeing to recognize the fo Ing 
‘right to all the American dominions he was poffefled of in thi Tmey’s 
16-0; when Sir William Godolphin, the Englith minifter at M He 
concluded the following treaty, viz. adrid, 
Article I and IT) There fhall be an univerfal peace, and a true 
fincere friendfhip in America, as well as in all other parts of ri naa 
between the two nations. ; Ud, 
II and IV) All enmities, hoftilities, &c. fhall henceforth Ceafe b 
tween the two kings and their fubjects: and for this end both fides PSs 
to forbear all aéts of violence, and to call in all commiffions, letters ae 
marque, &c. and to declare them null and void. 
V) Both kings hereby renounce all leagues, confederacies, &c. to the: 
prejudice of each other. 
VI) Prifoners on both fides, detained by reafon of as of hoftility 
“hitherto committed in America, to be forthwith fet at liberty: = ; 
VID Offences, injuries, and lofles, fuffered by either party in Ame- 
rica, fhall be utterly buried in oblivion. ines 
VIII) The king of Great Britain, his heirs, and fucceffors, hall al- 
ways poilefs, in full right of fovereignty and propriety, all the countries, 
iflands, colonies, &c. in the Weft-Indies, or in any part of America, 
which he and his fubje@s now poflefs; infomuch, that they neither can 
„nor ought hereafter to be contefted, under any pretence whatfoever. 
IX) The fubjects, merchants, captains, mafters, and mariners, of each 
ally, refpectively, fhall forbear and abftain from failing to, and trafficking 
in, the ports and Havens that have fortifications or magazines, and in all 
. other places poffeffed by either party in the Weft-Indies: but if at any 
time either of the kings fhall think proper to grant the other's fubjects 
any general or particular leave or privileges to fail and traffic in any 0 
the places under his obedience, the faid traffic and navigation fhall be 
exercifed according to the form and effec: of the faid leave and privi- 
leges fo granted them ; for the fecurity, guarantee, and authority, where- 
of this prefent treaty and the ratification of it fhall ferve. MT 
ex) es eles of either ally and their fhips, whether eee 
ate es ant ihips, fhall at any time be forced, by ftorm, pui he 
pirates or enemies, or- any other accident, to enter into any of ae 
i ee Ds HENLE, roads, and ports, belonging to the PER 
a a, tor protection and refuge, they fhall be received and tr 
en a a Wee of humanity, civility, protection, and, ate 7 
ara owed to refrefh themfelves, and, at a common’ price, a 
provifions and other neceflaries for the conveniency of their voyee”’ 
and fhall be permitted to depart without let or moleftation. — 
2 
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XD Or if the thips of either party fhall run upon fand-banks or be 
thipwrecked within the dominions of the other, or fuffer any damage 
there, the faid perfons thall by no means be detained prifoners ; but, on 
the contrary, fhall have all manner of affiftance, and fhall have paflport 
for their free and peaceable return to their own country. ; 

XII) But yet, in cafe thofe fhips happen to be three or four together, 
fo as to give juft ground of fufpicion; in fuch cafe they fhall, on their 
arrival, let the governor or chief magiftrate of the place know the caufe 
of their coming; and fhall tarry no longer there than the faid governor 
or chief magiftrate will give them leave, after fupplying themfelves with 
provifions, and refitting their fhips. And they are ever to abftain from 
putting any wares or bales of goods on fhore to expofe them to fale : 


neither are they to receive any merchandize on board, nor do any thing. 


that is contrary to this treaty. 


XIII, and XIV) The prefent treaty to be inviolably obferved by botlr 
parties and their fubje@s. And particular offences fhall no way preju- 
dice this treaty: but every one fhall anfwer for what he has done, and 
be profecuted for contravening it. Neither fhall letters of reprifal, nor 
any other methods for obtaining reparation, be granted, unlefs juftice 
fhall be actually denied, or unreafonable delays be ufed; in which cafe 
it fhall be lawful to have recourfe to the ordinary rules of the law of 
nations, until reparation be made to the perfon that has been injured. 

XV) This treaty fhall not derogate from any pre-eminence, right, or 
figniory, which either the one or the other of the allies have in the feas, 
ftraits, or frefh waters, of America. And it is always to be underftood, 
that the freedom of navigation ought by no means to be interrupted, 
when there is nothing committed contrary to the true fenfe and mean- 
ing of thefe articles.’ 

By this famous treaty, the pirates or buccaneers (who for feveral 
years had greatly annoyed Spanifh America) were cut off from all fu- 
ture protection from England in any hoftile attempts on the Spanifh 
American dominions, and all commiffions to {uch were called in and 
annulled ; whereby a very troublefome thorn was taken out of her 
foot *, 

About this time Sir Jofiah Child publifhed his Difcourfes on trade ; 
which, he tells us, he wrote at his country houfe in the fickneis year 
(1665); and though written fo long ago, yet, taken altogether, it is ftill 
an excellent book on that fubject. One of his greateft and moft fa- 
Vourite points was to perfuade men how much the low intereft of mo- 
ney contributes to the advancement of the commerce and riches of a 


® as -authority of this treaty (con- length obliged the king of Great Britain to de- 
ieee bo ae San that Engli a clare war againft Spain in the year 1739. Ana 
failing along, though not landing on, the coalts of controverfy remains to this day undeside ; pel 
the Spanifh OE in America, have been fo the freedom of navigation was exprefsly Pr vide 
much diftreffed by the guarda-coflas, which at for in the fifteenth article of this treaty. A. 
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pation; which he more particularly exemplifies in the Dutch - 
tainly, in fome few lefler points, he puthes the fubje& too far Yet coy. 
for introducing fome Dutch cuftoms, which would not fuit ee and is 
laws, and conftitution, of Britain; fuch as transferring all bills ius 
vate debts; gavel-kind, or dividing the eftate of a father equ i 0 
his children. Such points feeming fitter for a republic, like 
wholely made up of merchants, than for a great monarchy with ay.’ 
menfe fund of land. Yet, upon the whole, his foundations Ps im. 
ions, and informations, are juft, and very ufeful. S, obferva. 
In his preface, he aflerts, that our exports of native commoditi 
‘Spain and Portugal are more than tripled fince the year 16 40. IC1ES to 
That in the Ruffia trade, the Dutch had in the preceding year t 
ty-two fail of great hips, and the Englifh but one. Maw 
That in the Greenland whale-fifhery, the Dutch and Hambureh 
have annually four or five hundred fail, and the Englifh but one hi 
laft year, and none in the former one. P 
That the Hollanders have the great trade for falt from Portugal and 
France; and immenfe fifhing for white herrings upon our own coafts, 
In the Eaftland (i. e. Baltic) trade, the Englifh have not half fo much 
to do as formerly; and the Dutch ten times more than they formerly 
had. And 
He fays, that the Dutch intereft of three per cent, and the narrow li- 
mited companies of England, have beaten us out of thefe and fome 
other trades, which he could name *. g 
He juftly remarks, that in all probability the Dutch would have long 
fince engroffed the trade of red herrings, but for two {trong reafons, 
Ift, ‘that the fifth for that purpofe muft be directly brought frefh on 
fhore (as at Yarmouth), which the Dutch cannot do becaufe the her- 
rings {wim on our coafts, and are at too great a diftance from theirs; 
ee , they muft be {moked with wood ; which cannot be done on rea- 
onable terms but in a woody country, which Holland is not. And the 
like may be faid of our pilchard trade, which muft be cured and prefed 
upon the land, which the Dutch cannot:do. d 
ee abe Patch gain firm footing in the Newfoundlint Ts 
- properly fituated sate o toeg eed by 08 Tp 
England (fays our author), has no fhare in the trade to China and 
Japan ; to both which the Dutch have a breat trade + 
x A o E S 2 Hol- 
Rei s to our Norway trade, it is in great part loft to the Danes, 
einers, &c. by means of fome claufes in our act of navigation + 


~ 


ly to al 
Holland 


* He : i + own pro” 
means here the Ruffia, merchant-adven- $ Thofe northern nations pring the! cheap 


CONE eae a companies. æ. duce in their own fhips, which they naviga taste of 
ne re time Britain has long had the largeft ‘er'than outs; an d therefor the grea 
hina of any European nation. £. that trade muft naturally reft with (a 
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J And with refpe& to our having loft (as he juftly obferves) a very 
aen part of our former exportations to France, we need only to ob- 
terve, that fince his time our legiflature have done all that was in their . 


power to retaliate their great impofts on our-draperies, by laying high 
duties on their wines, brandies, &c. and by rejecting the French bill of 
commerce in the year 171 3. 


n fe = ee great part of the uses from Cadiz is loft by us 

What he fays of the Dutch having bereaved us of the trade to Scot- 
land and Ireland, is quite reverfed in our time. With regard to the 
former country, by the confolidated union of the two kingdoms ; and 
to the later, by the greater application of both nations.’ 

He well obferves, that no trades do fo much merit our care as thofé 
which employ moft fhipping ; fince, befide the profit by the merchan- 
dize, the freight is often more in value than the merchandize, and is all 
clear profit to the nation; and the fhips and failors are an addition of 
power and ftrength to us. . 


Next, he comes again to the brighter fide of our commerce, befides 
our two fifheries, &c. : 

In our Turkey, Italian, Spanifh, and Portuguefe, trades, we have the 
natural advantage of our wool. F 

Our provifions and fuel, in country places, are cheaper than the Dutch 
have them. 

- Our native commodities of lead and tin are great advantages. 

He juftly terms our aét of navigation our Charta maritima, on ac- 
count of its many benefits to us; as it compels us to import foreign 
merchandize in our own fhipping, and as it alfo fecures to us the fole 
trade to our own plantations in America. 

He fhews the vaft increafe of England’s riches, even in only twenty 
years fpace, i. e. fince the year 1650. 

For, 1{t, (fays he) we give generally now one third more money with 
apprentices than we did twenty years before. 

2dly, Notwithftanding the decay of fome, and. the lofs of other, trades, 
yet, in the grofs, we fhip off now one third more of our manufactures, 
and of our tin and lead, than we did twenty years ago. 

3dly, Houfes in London yield twice the rent which they did before 
the conflagration in 1666; and immediately before that difafter- they 
generally yielded about one fourth more rent than they did twenty 
years ago. ties 

4thly, The fpeedy and coftly rebuilding of London after that great 
fire is a convincing (and to a ftranger an amazing) argument of the 
plenty and late increafe of money in England. 


* Had he lived till our time, he would have feen more reafon to complain of the French in this re- 
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sthly, We have now more than double the number of Merchants 
fhipping that we had twenty years ago. a 

6thly, The courfe of our trade, from the increafe of our money . 
ftrangely altered within thefe twenty years ; moft payments from SJ, is 
chants and fhopkeepers being now made with ready Money ; ww} mer. 

formerly the courfe of our general trade did run at three, í z Aereas 
twelve, and eighteen, months time. SEE 

As to the objection, that all forts of men complain fo much 
{carcity of money, efpecially in the country, he judicioufly anfwers 

That this humour of complaining proceeds from the frailty Ae 
matures: it being natural for men to complain of the prefent, ane 
commend the times paft. ‘ And I can fay with truth, upon my a 
‘ memory, that men did complain as much of the fearcity of one 
‘ ever fince I knew the world as they do now: nay, the very fame ae 
‘ fons who now complain of this, and commend that time,’ 

“This complaint proceeds from many men finding themfelves uneafy 
in matters of their religion (i. e. the perfecution of the proteftant dif- 
fenters) ; 1 being natural for men, when they are difcontented at one 
thing, to complain of all: 

And more efpecially, this complaint in the country proceeds fromthe 
late practice of bringing up the tax-money in: waggons, which did 
doubtlefs caufe a fearcity of money in the country*. 

And, principally, this feeming fcarcity of money proceeds from the 
trade of bankering, which obftruéts circulation, advances ufury, and 
renders it fo eafy that moft men, as foon as they can make up a {um of 
Ls50 or Lrco, fend it into the goldfmith: which doth, and will occafion, 
while it lafts, that fatal preffing neceffity for money fo vifible through- 
out the whole kingdom, both to prince and people. 

This paragraph, fo far as relates to circulation, merits explication: for 
the money fo put into the goldfmiths hands in thofe times was far from 
circulating, as the Tunning cafh-notes of the bank of England, and. 
of fome bankers, do in our days; fer in fuch cafe it would undoubtedly 
have increafed the currency ; but as the bankers of London in thofe 


tumes advanced their money to the king on the credit of parliament 
grants, and thofe advances were then always at extravagant intereft 5 tht 
bankers therefor, in order to be ready t 


nite nat. 
3 : o fupply the neceflities of thi 
improvident prince, were glad to allo 


; j tain 
ir wa lower intereft for a oe ve 
time to people who brought their money to them ; which trade ce! 

ly hindered the circul 1 


S 6 4 oF t we 
ation of money, inftead of increafing it: DU 
{hall foon fee an end p : 


ut to it, by fhutting up the exchequer. 
This famous author alfo infifts much on the great advant 


Dutch had over England, in point of commerce, from. the lowné 


nd 


of the 


age the. 
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* 5 p : not 
i a this gelemanis time the dealings between London and the country were probably f 
great as in our days ; and therefor pills of exchange might not then be fo eafily obtained a6 2 
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their cuftoms on merchandize. And yet he fubjoins, that two per cent 
extraordinary on the intereft of money, is worfe than four per cent ex- 
traordinary in cuftoms; becaufe cuftoms run only upon our goods im- 
ported or exported, and that but once for all: whereas intereft runs as 
well upon our fhips as goods, and muft be annually paid on both fo long 
as they are in being. 

He remarks how much Treland has been improved by the late com- 
monwealth’s Englifh foldiers fettling on the lands of that kingdom ; 
whereby that country was able to fupply foreign markets, as well as our 
own plantations in America, with beef, pork, hides, tallow, bread, beer, 
wood, and corn, at cheaper rates than we can afford to do ; to the beat- 
ing us out of thofe trades. Whereas formerly (i. e. prefently after the 
late Irifh war, begun in the year 1640) many men got good eftates by 
tranfporting Englith cattle thither. 

Such are the perpetual flu€tuations in commerce. Infomuch that the 
Trifh, about thefe times, poured in their live cattle upon England, till 
we were obliged, for the pacifying of our landed gentlemen, to enact a 
total prohibition of them. 

- We have alfo feen in our own times fo great an improvement in 
thofe refpeéts in our northern continental colonies of America in raif- 
ing ftocks of cattle; more efpecially of hogs, as alfo in producing corn 
and pulfe, that they ina great meafure fupply our own fugar colonies 
therewith, and with timber, pipe-ftaves, and other lumber (as they term 
it), and alfo the fugar colonies of other European nations. In times of 
dearth alfo, Pennfylvania and the Jerfeys have helped to fupply even Bri- 
tain and Ireland with corn. 

With refpeét to the benefits and advantages accruing to England from 
its Eaft-India company and trade, Sir Jofiah Child, who was an eminent 
director and promoter of it, fuppofes it to be far from difficult to 
evince it to be the moft beneficial trade which England at that time 
carried on: which he lays down in the following pofitions, viz. s 

I) It employs from 25 to 30 fail of the moft warlike mercantile {hips 
of the kingdom, with 60 to roo mariners in each fhip. 

II) It fupplies the kingdom conftantly and fully with that moft ne- 
ceflary article, faltpetre. 3 TA 

III) It fupplies the kingdom, for its confumption, with pepper, indi- 
go, calicoes, and feveral ufeful drugs, to the value of L150,000 to 
Lr 80,000 yearly *. : 

IV) ‘It alfo fupplies us with materials for carrying on our trade to 
‘ Turkey, viz. pepper, cowries, calicoes, and painted {tuffs ; -as alfo for 
‘ our trades to France, Spain, Italy, and Guinea, to the amount of two 
‘oy three hundred thoufand pounds yearly ; moft of which has m 
‘could not carry on with any confiderable advantage but for tho 


* The tea-trade from China was not yet introduced. 4. 
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E fupplies. And thofe goods exported, do-produce in foreign a 
¢ be returned to England, fix times. the treafure in fpecie whi w 
< company exports from England to India. ; the. 
He therefor concludes, ‘ that although the Eaft-India company’, ; 
‘ ports greatly exceed its. exports of our manufactures, yet, for the Ab 
t reafons, it is clearly a gainful trade to the nation ;. he fubjoins i T 
< ift, that if we had not this trade ourfelves, the fingle article of fale 
‘ petre, fo abfoultely neceflary. for making gunpowder, would coun 
* vaft annual.fum to purchafe it fromthe Dutch : 2dly,. the eR oe i 
< many ftout fhips and’ mariners would be a- great detriment to the a 
t tion: 3dly, were we forced’ to buy all our-pepper, calicoes, &¢ from 
the Dutch, they. would make us pay as. dear. for them: aswe do fae 
their nutmegs, cinnamon, cloves, and mace; and if we did Not ufe 
calicoes, we fhould fall into the ufe of foreign linens *.? 
In the ingenious Mr. Polexfen’s Difcourfe on trade (1696), there js 
the following remarkable paragraph, relating to our Englith Eaft-India_ 
company, viz.‘ till after the year 1670,, the importations from Eaft- 
‘t India were chiefly drugs, faltpetre, {pices, calicoes, and. diamonds:- 
< then throwfters, weavers, dyers, &c. were fent to-India by the compa- 
ny, for teaching the Indians: to pleafe the Europeans: fancies. And 
this brought to us. an inundation of wrought filks-and ftuffs of many 
various forts, whereby our. own. manufactures were greatly obftruded : 
wherefor, long after, the legiflature found it neceflary abfolutely to pro-- 
hibit the wear of them at home.. So now they are all re-exported. 
After all‘that has formerly been faid.on the following fubjed, we are 
neverthelefS greatly obliged: to. Sir Jofiah Child in- particular, for. the: 
firft judicious differtation we have met with on the difficulties attending. 
the means of. difcovering the true ftate of our national balance of trade:: 
Wherefor we Have thrown. this, and the arguments of fome other later. 


authors together, on this curious and molt interefting inquiry, that the: 
whole may appear in one view.. 


There are (fay they) but three ways of judging whether the balance: 


of trade. be-for or againft us, viz.. 
_ I) By. difcovering the true value of our exports. and imports nom 
the cuftom-houfe books; and this would doubtlefs be a.good rule were. 
1t practicable :_ yet. as.there is a.difficulty, and even an impoffibility, 95- 


taking a.true account, as well of the quantity.as of the value of compe’ 
tes exported and imported, this rule will by no means effectually ferve r 
1) Becaufe many fine goods, as jewels, fine lace, cambrics, rich.B'*r 
&c. are-imported by ftealth.. 


* The immenfe increafe-and® impr. f 

] nfe i ovement of 
Scottifh and Irifh linens fince Child's time have 
fe of foreign linens 
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_ In the revolutions of tradé and 
linens are now (1798) likely to be Pe 
unneceflary : home-made calicoes, which, by means | 


rguments remain valid ; - oat nines, 
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2) In our remote out ports and creeks, the like is often true even of: 
more bulky wares.. 

3) The true quantities and qualities are not in many cafes exactly 
entered; more efpécially with refpe@ to woollen goods exported ; be- 
caufe many traders, to get a great name, and perhaps fometimes for. 
worfe reafons, do enter greater quantities than they really export ; they. 
paying little or no duty, 

4) As the rates of the cuftoms are in no kind proportionable on ex- 
portations ; fome of our own commodities being rated very low, as our 
drapery, filk-wares, haberdafhery, and iron-ware ; others high, as lead 
and tin ; and-fifh, in-Englith fhips, nothing at all: and the rates of fo- 
reign commodities imported: are yet more unequal: befides, that fo- 
reign commodities, imported in Englifh fhips, fhould be valued only at. 
prime coft and charges till onboard; and thofe in foreign fhips with 
the addition of the homeward freight. 

Moreover, by-accidents in: trade, fuch as loffes at fea, bad markets, 
bankruptcies beyond fea; feizures, &c. the original ftock may be leffen- 
ed, and the value: of the. commodities imported in return may be con- 
fiderably lefs than the value of the:commodities exported, and yet may 
be the full returns; and. fo the nation no gainer, though the exports. 
were more in value than the imports. On the other. hand, it may 
chance that the ftock exported may meet with a very lucky fale, where-. 
by the returns may be ofa much greater value, though really but the. 
bare returns of the exports ; and fo the nation no lofer, but: in fact a 
` gainer thereby, although the imports may exceed the exports. . 

Sir Jofiah.Child alleges: the examples of Ireland, Virginia, and Bar- 
bados, to {hew the great uncertainty, in. fome cates, of the notion of. 
truely ftating the general balance of: a nation’s commerce : ‘ For (fays 
* he) thofe three countries do, without doubt, export annually a far. 
< greater value of the commodities of their native growth, than is im-- 
`“ ported to. them from hence, or from any foreign country, and yet. 
‘ they are not fuch great gainers, but continue poor.’ Wath refpect to 
Virginia: and Barbados,.it may be remarked on this able author, that. 
even in his time thofe plantations, and efpecially the later, were grow-- 
ing rich ;: for even then we find fome of their overgrown planters com- 
ing home to fettle with their fortunes.. As.to Ireland, it has been en- 
trely the-people’s own fault in not being rich then, through the lazinefs- 
and floth of the poorer fort, and the luxury of their landed gentry, who- 
affect to. indulge themfelves with foreign wines, manufactures, &c. and. 
many. of them fpend their incomes out of their own country ; yet, not-- 
Withftanding, Ireland in our days is well known to be more rich and: 
profperous than ever before; and has much more commerce and mage 
factures than formerly, more efpecially that immentfely -increafed one of: 
the linen and.cambric manufacture; giving jealoufy not only to Scot- 
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land, its great rival therein, but to Holland and Germany ine 
, , Ver 


: egree. 

e ial the rule of judging of the general balance of trade fy 
nation’s exports and imports, is very exceptionable when applied a a 
ticular trades. Seeing it may happen, that although we may real] Par. 
port much more in value from fome certain countries than we os a 
thither, yet the trade to thofe very countries may be fuch an dae rt 
either in its own nature we cannot be without, or elfe, in its confe 
quences, is really productive of greater profit by the Te-Exportation of 
its merchandize firft imported hither. — 

Let us, for inftance, fuppofe, what will readily be granted, that nava 
ftores, Spanifh wool, and faltpetre, are three commodities which we can 
not be without : the firft, for our whole navigation and commerce - the 
fecond, for our fine woollen cloth trade ; and the third, for gunpowder, 
Then, we fay, we fhould be neceflitated to carry on a trade with the 
countries which furnifh thofe three commodities, let the balance be ever 
fo much againft us; or, in other words, let our imports from thence 
ever fo much exceed our exports thither. As to the firft, viz. naval 
fores, the balance is greatly againft us; Denmark, Norway, and Swe- 
den, from whence we have the moft of our timber, taking off but very 
few of our merchandize in comparifon with the quantity we take of 
their timber, mafts, deals, and tar, befides ftockfifh, &c.; and the like 
may be faid of the other countries within the Sound, from whence our 
other kinds of naval ftores come; as hemp, from Livonia and Ruffia; 
oak-plank, from Pruffia, &c. Yet, until we can bring our own North- 
American plantations into a method of {upplying us entirely with na- 
val ftores, there is no remedy. The like might be faid of the other 
two commodities, even though the balance fhould be againft us; nel- 
ther of which however is the cafe. 4 

The fecond rule to judge of the general balance of our trade, 1$, tO 
obferve carefully the courfe of exchange between us and foreign coun 
tries. And if that be generally found againft us, that is to fay, if it be 
generally above the intrinfic value or par of the coins of thofe foreign 
countries, we certainly lofe by the general courfe of our foreign sah 
merce : or, in other words, they certainly fend us more of then a 
chandize than they take of ours. And certainly (fays Sir Jofiah Oe 
Wien ono the exchange comes co be eo pr ent abawe UE E 
ever laws = may aes oo NS treafure will be carrie ai 

y make to prevent it. On the contrary, We 


anaE à z . cale 
gainers if the exchange were fo much in our favour ; which 5 our 
with Portugal, a í 


; ] nd alfo with fome other countries, though perba a 

1n quite fo great a degree ; from whence we aétually import ee 

their coin, by means of the balance being in our favour. fible 
Yet even this rule, drawn from exchanges, though a very ee 
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one (and the diligent obfervance whereof may be very ufeful and ne- 
ceflary in many refpects), is likewife liable to great variations on fundry 
accounts, occafioned from the accidents which frequently happen in the 
public concerns of nations, by wars, famines, revolutions, &c. More- 
over, there is no eftablifhed and dire& courfe of exchange with fundry 
countries to which we trade: .fuch as Poland, Sweden, Denmark, Nor- 
way, Ruffia, Turkey, Barbary, Sicily, the Canaries, &c. For thefe rea- 
fons, this {cience of exchanges, though a very ingenious inquiry, and 
which, when applied to this or that particular country, may often be 
extremely ufeful, will not, however, fully anfwer the charaGter of an ade~ 
quate rule to judge of the nation’s profit or lofs by our general trade. 
The third, laft, and fureft, rule to Judge of the general balance, i. e. 
of the lofs or gain of the trade of any nation, is, by the increafe or de- 
creafe of its general commerce and fhipping. Yet even then we muft 
not frame our judgment rahly, or for a few years only : for naticns, 
hke private merchants, may make a great ftir in fhipping, exportations, 
and importations, and may feem to have a mighty gainful commerce, 
when perhaps in a few years longer all this feeming gainful bufinefs 
may prove a confuming trade, and a vifible decay may foon follow in 
the whole body politic. Our fhips may lie unemployed ; our failors 
may be gone into foreign fervice ; our manufacturers and artificers out 
of bufinefs; our goods uncalled for; our cuftoms falling fhort; our 
poors’ rates increafed, &c. Thefe are the fad and fure figns to a na- 
tion of a declining commerce. But on the contrary, if a nation has 
for a long feries of years been increafing in all the above particulars ; 
if the number of our merchant fhips (and confequently of our ma- 
riners) be vifibly increafed, and ftill increafing ; if there be a greater 
general appearance of wealth and {plendour than in former times, Viz. in 
plate, jewels, houfehold furniture, equipages, apparel, libraries, paintings, 
medals, &c. which, inftead of being only confined to a few of the great 
ones, as in old times, are become diffufed amongft the middling gentry 
and merchants, and even amongft the middling clafs of traders and ma- 
nufacturers ; if the prices of lands keep up and increafe ; and there is a 
greater appearance of money everywhere than formerly ; then we may 
undoubtedly pronounce that nation to be in a thriving condition. And: 
that this is the prefent happy cafe of Great Britain, and even of Ire- 
land, whilft we are now writing, is clearly demonftrable and obvious. 
Neither do the complaints of our increafing luxury at all militate againft 
this pofition ; fince luxury, more or lefs, is, and always will be, the con- 
comitant of increafing wealth and commerce. Nor will it be of any 
folid weight to objet that fome particular branches of trade are deca 
ing, if we increafe at leaft as much, or more, m fome other pe es. 
f we have, for inftance, long fince loft the market of Re an A 
haps partly of Italy and Turkey, for woollen goods, how. muc 
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have we increafed in the exportation of them to other parts of E 
‘but more efpecially to our American plantations ? which, accorgi Po 
Sir Jofiah Child, in his chapter on plantations, < did (even in thee to 
< 1670) employ near two thirds of all.our Englith thipping, and at 
‘ by gave conftant fuftenance, it may be, to 200,000 perfons he tere. 
« home.’ How greatly are our manufactures of filk, iron, glafs, liner Te at 
sncreafed of late years; and of fine toys of gold, filver, fteel, an d et 
and alfo watches, &c. in the memory even of many thoufands ftill livna 
Our cities and port-towns generally much increafed in buildings ng 
fhipping ; not only in England, but in Scotland and Ireland, 

Though one of Sir Jofiah Child’s principal aims was to point out the 
increafing commerce of Holland, yet in the clofe of his preface he 
obferves, that the F rench and Swedes were as induftrious and careful in 
promoting their commerce as even the Dutch themfelves: for befides 
the many impofitions of the French on our {fhips and goods, fo high 
particularly on our woollen cloths, as 50 or 60 per cent, the Swedes have 
laid fuch high impofitions on their own merchandize, unlefs they be car- 
‘ried in Swedifh bottoms, as amounts to almoft a navigation-act in Sweden, 

We have at this time, from De Witt’s Intereft of Holland, a fumma- 
ry account of the fhipping employed in their fifheries by the fingle pro- 
vince of Holland alone, viz. ‘ the herring and cod ‘fitheries employ 
< above a thoufand bufles, from twenty-four to thirty lafts each ; and 
‘above one hundred and feventy {maller ones, that fith at the mouth of 
< the Texel. And fince the Greenland monopolizing company was an- 

nulled, that whale-fifhery is increafed from one to ten. So (fays he) 
when we confider that all thefe fifhing veflels are built at home, and 
the ropes, fails, nets,.and cafks, made here, as well as the falt furnifh- 
ed from hence, we may eafily imagine there muft be an incredible 


(3 
c 
‘ 
‘ 


¢ 


n 


thofe people muft have food, clothes, and houfing, and that the fiih, 
when <caught, are tranfported by the Hollanders in their ow vellels 
throughout the world. . And indeed if * that be true, which Sir Wal- 
ter Raleigh affirms (who made diligent inquiry thereinto iN the year 
1618 +, to inform King James of it), that the Hollanders fed on 
the coafts:of Great Britain with no fewer than 3000 {hips and soe 
men; and that they employed and fet to fea, to tranfport, and fell th 
fih fo taken, and to make returns thereof. gooo fhips mop z 
150,000 men ; and if we hereunto add what he faith farther, Y7 


c that 

; that 20 buffes do, one way or other, maintain 8000 people Bi o 4s 
the Hollanders had in all, no lefs than 20;000 fhips at fea. Ane ™ 
* The dubjtative con re 


what he ought to } eo ip merema De Witt ufhers in a foreigner’s exaggenti, moft com 
7 g have known better himf REIA =e ook it t 
venient for his purpofe. M. mige gives reafon to believe that het 


` t The date ought to he 1603. M. . 
f 1s there no miltake in this number? M. 
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‘he alfo thinks, that their filhing, navigation, and traffic by fea with 
‘ their dependencies fince Raleigh’s time to the year 1667,’ (when he 
was revifing his work for its new and complete publication) ‘ is increafed 
‘ to one third more, we may then eafily conclude, that the fea is a fpe- 
‘ cial means ‘of Holland’s fubfiftence, feeing Holland, by this means 
‘ alone, yields, through its own induftry, above 3c0,0¢0 lafts of falt 
‘ fifth. And. if to this we add the whale fins and whale oil, and our 
‘ Holland manufactures, with that which our own rivers afford us, it 
< muft be confefled, that no country in the world can make fo many 
* fhips lading of merchandize by their own induftry, as the province of 
* Holland alone can do.’ 

Under the year 1642, we have given Sir Jofiah Child’s reafons why 
the Dutch have never been very fuccefsful in planting and cultivating 
foreign colonies. What he fays of the French he was certainly mif- 
taken in, viz. ‘ that they are not much to be feared on the account of 
* planting: for, fince his time, what fine improvements have they not 
made on the iflands of Martinico and Guadaloupe, and their other Ca- 
ribbee iflands, as well as on the weft end of the great ifland of Hifpa- 
niola, whereby, in our own days, they have been able to underfell and 
fupplant us in the fugar trade, and have thereby reduced our exports of 
that commodity to a very low ebb; befides the quantities of indigo, 
cotton, ginger, and coffee, raifed by them in thofe iflands, and their 
great improvements in: the ifle. of Bourbon near Madagafcar, and in 
Cayenne on the coaft of Guiana; as well as on the continent of North- 
America, to our great lofs and coft. It is indeed allowed, that thofe 
improvements were little thought of by the French till the time of Col- 
bert’s miniftry, but they have ever fince been fteadily profecuted. 

What Sir Jofiah Child fays in relation to Spain, has hitherto proved 
true, viz. that fhe can never equal England in the improvement of her 
American plantations; by reafon of their high freight for their fhip- 
ping, which he fays is four times that of ours, occafioned chiefly by 
- their high intereft of 12-per cent in Spain, and alfo by their applica- 
tion principally to their mines of gold and filver, whereby they lofe in- 
finite numbers of people, efpecially of flaves, neglecting the cultiva- 
tion of the earth, and the production of commodities which might em- 
ploy many fhips and people *; and laftly, by the multitude of ee and 
nuns prohibited from marriage ; and the like bad government ın Ame- 
tica which they have in Europe. 

Laftly, wierd to the Panu although he aE oy my 
have been great planters in the Brafils and other parts, eae: ae 
* that if they do not alter their politics, (which he thinks impothble 


* Is it not at leat doubtful, whether, if England had fuch pretions mines, fhe might not fall too 
much into the like negleét of agriculture at bone a them thofe mines of indolence and 
‘Then let Britons be thankful to God, who has wt Ree M. 


tuin, and has beitowed upon them ample mines of iuduftry an A 
Vor. JI. 4 
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they can never bear up with us. - 
* they fhould do) they i Mees p R and much ] 
c judice our plantations. s we have already,’ in My time i 
he, ‘ beat their mufcovada and paneal fugars quite out of En ees 
- ` = . 7 1 
« and their whites we have brought down in all thefe parts of Bed, 


To 
And We have a 
y their Brafil ulo 


y 250 thips 
WING pringi. 


; ; E i ere. And 
he is of opinion, that the difplanting and difpeopling of Newfoundland 


would be an advantage to our fifhing there, becaufe the charge of a go- 
vernment there is a burden on the fifhing : and the provifions, clothing, 
&c. which the planters, or rather inhabitants, confume, are fupplied them 
from New England and Ireland ; and they have their wine, oil, and linen 
from the falt fhips of France and Spain. Befides, if the planters of New 
foundland fhould be permitted to increafe, it would happen to usina 
few years in that country, as it hath done with regard to the fifhery at 
New-England, which many years fince was managed by Englith thips 
from our weftern ports, as the Newfoundland fifhery at prefent chiefly 
is; but as the plantations in New-England increafed, that fithery fell 
entirely to the people there. Upon the whole, as fithing thips have 
ever been the breeders of feamen, it is our great intereft to increafe 


the number of them, who. befides, fupport multitudes of Englifh tradel- 
men and artificers of various kinds. 


Of Ne 


` contin ys nothing. Thofe: ftatements, ! 
true in his time, have fince, in fundry refpeéts, undergone co? 
alterations with refpeét to our American colonies. ca- 

King Charles tbis year coined what was called crown gold, of rl 

; rats fine, and 2 carats allay, into L4q:10 per pound weight 2 Fiver 
in pieces of 10, 20, and 40/, and L5 ; and a pound weight © 
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old ftandard of rr ounces 2 pennyweight fine, and 18 pennyweight 
allay, into 62/ by tale, viz. into crowns, half-crowns, fhillings, fix- 
pences, groats, threepences, twopences, and pence, fine milled money. 
_ The king’s coufin, Prince Rupert, and feventeen other perfons of qua- 
lity and diftin@ion, having, in the year 1669, fent out Captain New- 
land to Hudfon’s bay, where he fettled at Port-Nelfon ; and Captain 
Gillam alfo returning, with fome fuccefs, in his profpeét of a trade with 
the favages in that bay, thofe noble adventurers obtained from the king 
an incorporating charter, dated May 2, 1670, reciting, in fubftance, 
that thofe adventurers had, at their own great coft, undertaken an ex- 
pedition to Hudfon’s bay, in order to difeover a new paflage into the 
South fea, and to find a trade for furs, minerals, &c. and having al- 
ready made fuch difcoveries as encourage them to proceed farther in 
their defign, by means whereof there may probably arife great ad- 
vantage to us and our kingdoms: and we being defirous to promote 
all endeavours for the public good, do, by thefe prefents, grant for 
us, our heirs, and fucceffors, unto them, and fuch others as fhall be 
hereafter admitted into the faid fociety, to be for ever one body-cor- 
porate and politic, by the name of The governor and company of ad- 
venturers of England trading into Hudfon’s bay, with perpetual fuc- 
ceflion, and to be capable of holding, receiving, and poflefting, lands, 
rents, &c.’ (without limiting the value or extent thereof) ‘ and to 
alienate the fame at pleafure. They may alfo fue and be fued, have 
a common feal, fhall have a governor and feven other perfons, to be 
called committeés, to be annually ele@ed out of the proprietors, the 
deputy-governor to be elected out of the faid feven committees: a 
governor and any three of the committees for the time being, fhall 
have the direétion of the voyages, and the provifion of the merchan- 
dize and fhipping, and of the fales of the returns, as likewife of all 
other bufinefs of this company : and they fhall take the ufual oath of 
* fidelity, as fhall alfo all perfons admitted to trade as freemen of this 
company, who are to have the fole trade and commerce of and to all 
the feas, bays, ftraits, creeks, lakes, rivers, and founds, in whatfo- 
ever latitude they {hall be *, that lye within the entrance of the 
{trait commonly called Hudfon’s ftraits, together with all the lands, 
countries, and territories upon the coafts and confines of the faid 
feas, ftraits, bays, &c. which are not now actually poflefled by any 
of our fubjects, or by the fubjects of any other chriftian prince or 
ftate: together with the fifhing of all forts of filh, of whales, ftur- 
‘ geons, and all other royal fifhes, in the faid feas, bays, &c. together 
“ with the royalty of the fea within their limits aforefaid ; as alfo all 
` mines-royal of gold, filver, gems, and pretious ftones, and that the 


a 


.* The king, uncertain of the pofition of places within this bay, prudently declines the {pecifica- 
tIon of any particular longitudes and latitudes in this charter. 4. 
4A2 
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€ Jand be from henceforward reckoned and reputed as one S 
< tations or colonies in America, and to be called Ru 2 


dla 
Pert’s lan. ne 
< company to be deemed the true and abfolute lords and propriete the 


€ the fame territories *; faving always the faith, allegiance, and o of 
‘ reign dominion, to us, our heirs, and fuccefiors, to be holde Ove. 


< manor of Eaft Greenwich, in free and common oceans vee 
‘ and paying yearly to us, our heirs, and fucceflors, for the fame i 
< elks, and two black beavers, whenfoever and as often as We, our h ER 
< and fucceflors, {hall happen to enter into the faid countries, &e. a 
‘t by granted. The company may make bye laws, &c. for the good 3 
€ yernment of their forts, plantations, and factors, and may impofe 
t fines, &c. on offenders, not repugnant to the laws of the kingdom 
< without accounting to the crown for the fame. This company may 
« not only enjoy the whole trade, &c. within the limits aforefaid, but 
< likewife the fole traffic to and from all havens, bays, creeks, rivers 
‘ lakes, and feas, into which they fhall find entrance or paflage by water 
¢ or land, out of the territories, limits, and places, aforefaid, and to and 
‘ with all the natives and people within the territories aforefaid, and 
< with all other nations inhabiting any the coafts adjacent to the faid 
* territories and limits aforefaid which are not already pofleffed as afore- 
‘ faid by any chriftian potentate, or whereof the fole liberty or privi- 
* lege of trade and traffic is not granted to any other of our fubjects+. 
‘ None other than this company and their agents and affigns, fhall di- 
- rely vifit, haunt, or frequent, traffic, or adventure, by way of mer- 
‘ chandize, into the faid limits, unlefs by licence of this company, on 
‘ pain of forfeiting {hips and merchandize, half to: the crown and half 
“to the company. Every perfon having L100 ftock, is entitled to one 

vote in general courts of elections. The company may fend {hips of 
war, ammunition, &c. and may ere¢t forts in. their territories 45 well 
‘ as towns; may make peace'and war with any prince or people not 
‘ chriftian : alfo may make reprifals on any others interrupung OF 
wronging them ; may feize on and fend home all fuch Englifh 
: other fubjects. failing into Hudfon’s bay without their licen 3 i 
their governors, &c. may fine or otherwife punith offenders. @ 


adminifter an oath for the difcovery of offenders, &c. Lafily, = ie 


4 


4 


¢ 


‘ mirals, &c. are to be aiding to the company in the execution © 
* above powers and privileges.’ ftitu- 
_ This charter is a very ample one: and if our laws and free or ond 
tion, and particularly that moft excellent ftatute made in he A An 
feffion of the firfl year of King William and Queen Mary, © a fuc- 
act declaring the rights and liberties of the fabjet, and ferthns the 


* This is alfo the ftile of the Carolina charters. 4. 


+ This is a faving claufe in behalf of the Eaft-T di ? in cafe 
$ y - a ys yter, mn caie 
find the fuppof.d paffage from thence into the South: enna oe 


Id 
AN company fhow 
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ceflion of the crown, had not limited‘ the prerogative in the cafe‘of ex- 
clufive charters of privileges, this company would doubtlefs be abfolute 
in thofe immenfe territories: but the cafe, to our great happinefs, is 
now quite otherwife ; and fince that great eftablifhment of our liber- 
ties, neither the Fludfon’s-bay, nor any other company, not confirmed’ 
by act of parliament, has any exclufive rights at all: wherefor any Bri- 
tifh fubjećts may fail into Hudfon’s: bay, filh, and traffic with the na- 
tive Indians there, may travel into, and make difcoveries therein, either 
by land or water, as freely as that company can do, as has fince been 
praćtifed frequently in our own days, All the advantage, that the com-- 
pany has over other adventurers thither, is: purely the benefit of their 
own forts, fuch as they are, whereby their agents can refide in fo in- 
hofpitable a country during the winter, preparatory to their trading 
with the favages againft the arrival of their fhips in the fummer; and. 
that thereby they. have not only more fafety and protection, but alfo: 
have more experience in trading with the native Indians thereabout 
than any private adventurers can have, whofe fhips cannot with fafety 
remain in that vaft bay above a part only of our fummer, left they be 
fhut in by the-ice, which fills-the bay with heaps of it like mountains. 
And indeed, even thefe advantages. alone on the company’s fide are fo- 
confiderable, that they are not like to be fuccefsfully- rivalled: in hafte 
by any private adventurers. Their capital of about L110,000, is con- 
fined to a {mall number of proprietors, who have three or four forts in 
different parts of Hudfon’s bay, in which they have in all about 120 
perfons, who, for nine months of the year, live in a manner {hut up 
within their forts, im low houfes calculated to defend them from the 
piercing cold, fnow, and rains: In fummer they go out and fhoot, hunt, 
and filh, and meet with deer and wild-fowl; and they have fome few 
wild fruits, as ftrawberries, dewberries, and goofeberries: From Eng- 
Jand they receive: annually three or four fhips-laden with coarfe woollen: 
goods, guns, powder and thot, fpirits, edge-tools, and fundry other uten- 
fils: in return for whic the natives. fell them all kinds of furs or pel- 
try, goofe quills, caftorum; whale fins and oil, bed feathers, &c. and: 
they make handfome annual dividends to their proprietors. 

© Mr. Bailey, the company’s firft governor of their factories and fet-- 
* tlements.in that bay, entertained a friendly corre{pondence, by letters 
‘ and otherwife, with Mr. Frontenac then governor of Canada, who, in 
© feveral years, made no complaint of any injury done to- France by 
t the company’s fettling a trade and building forts in Hudfon’s bay, 
‘ nor did France pretend any right to that bay, or to the countries bor- 
“ dering on it, till long after this time,’ as will be feen in its place. ; 

The country around Hudfon’s bay is fo inhofpitable, that even in the 
moft foutherly part of the bay, in the latitude of but sr desis A i 
exceffively cold for about nine months of the year. In fo wretched. 
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country, therefor, there can be no plantations, Properly fo cą ed 
much lefs any towns or villages. Our people therefor muf be fa ae 
from England with bread, beef, pork, flour, peas, and other neceffe ted 
With the poor favages of the country there can be no other comma ; 
but by barter: thus, for imftance, the company for one beavers a 
give half a pound of gunpowder, four pound weight of lead-fhot ! m 
hatchets, half a pound of glafs beads, one pound weight of toes 
eight {mall or fix large knives, one large and two fmall powder ini 
for twelve good winter beaver {kins, a gun of the beft fort 5. for ean 
ditto, the {malleft gun; for fix ditto, a good laced coat ; for fee ae t 
a plain red coat; for four ditto, a woman’s coat ; and fo in Proportion 
for kettles, looking-glaffes, combs, &c. Arthur Dobbs, Efq. (Guce a 
vernor of North Carolina) in his account of this country, (4to, rae 
gives us the particulars of one fale m the year 1740, wherein ere 
17,780 beaver fkims, and 49,600 fkins of all kinds, 2360 pound weight 
of bed feathers, 160 caftorum, 610 whale fins, and 120 gallons of whale 
oil. And, as he fays, there are two fales every year, and that this com- 
pany referves three fifths of their beaver fkins for their fecond fale, but 
no other fkins, then the fecond fale muft have 26,670 beaver fkins, and 
both the fales muft have had 44,450 beaver fkins, &c. 

Although the French at Canada did not at firft pretend to a property 
in the countries about Hudfon’s bay, yet in a few years after the com- 
pany was eftablithed, (viz. in 1674) they began to be jealous, and very 
troublefome to our people there, and they built a fort within eight days 
journey of our fettlement on Prince Rupert’s river. - They alfo endea- 
voured, by underfelling us in their barter with the Indians, to ruin our 
trade and intereft with thofe favages: for the neareft parts of Canada 
are not 150 miles diftant from Rupert’s river. 

Carolina foon furmounted the ufual difficulties and difcouragements 
attending new plantations, and gradually became -a very confiderable 
colony. Mr. John Lawfon, who had been furveyor-general of North- 
Carolina, and publifhed the Hiftory of Carolina (4to, 1718), has made 
iome good remarks on the excellency and fertility of its climate, and o 


its happy fituation. He obferves, that the beft filver mines of the Spa- 


niards lie diredtly weft from Carolina, and although none of that fort 
be hitherto difcovered in a 


that province ; yet there is ftill a probability 
that fuch hereafter may be found, when the hilly parts weftward fba 
be more frequented and planted; that none of our continental pan 
tations are to be compared to Carolina for its vaft quantities of a 
ftores, fuch as pitch; tar, turpentine, rofin, mafts, yards, planks, pee 
timber of many forts, and-fit for many wes pipe-ftaves, jumber, hegg, 
flax, all forts of Englifh grain, and alfo kaa corn +. Their ftocks 


š SIA 
* a else 
5 Soni fay that barley, oats, and peas, have been fowed there with fome degree of fucceli 

ice, now its grand itaple, was not then introduced, or only juit attempted. 
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cattle are incredibly large, and feed in their rank favannas or meadows, 
and they need no: dry fodder in their mild winters : an advantage which 
our more northerly colonies want. South-Carolina produces confider- 
able quantities of filk, and grapes in plenty, though not fo fine as in fome 
parts of Europe, for want of a. good and more general cultivation: fo 
that he doubted not but Carolina would in time become a wine coun— 
try. North-Carolina is a feparate government, and of a fmaller com- 
pafs than the other, partaking more-of the nature of its adjoining neigh- 
bour Virginia, both as to foil, climate, and produce, making therein 
confiderable quantities of tobacco, their lands being generally richer 
than thofe in Virginia. In fine, all the experiments that have been 
made in Carolina have exceeded expedtation, and it affords fome com- 
modities, which other places in the fame latitude do not. It has rich and. 
delightful paftures, fine hills and rivers, and a moft wholefome air. It 
will, continues he, doubtlefs in time increafe the number of its produc-- 
tions, and afford us thofe rich commodities which India, China, the 
Straits, Turkey, &c. fupply us with at prefent, fuch as tea, coffee, drugs: 
of various kinds, dates, almonds, &c.: which prediction has fince; in. 
a great degree, proved true in faG.. And though all that Mr. Lawfon 
has faid of the improvements of this excellent province were not:com- 
pleted fo early as this year 1670, yet as many of them were then pretty 
far advanced, and as we fhall fearcely have occafion to treat again of 
that colony during the remainder of this century, we thought it beft to- 
throw all the above particulars together at this time. 

By an ac of parliament, [22 Car. II, e. 13] it was enaéted, that when- 
wheat was not above L2: 13:4 per quarter, it fhould, upon exporta-- 


tion, pay cuftom and poundage per quarter, viz. - Lo 16 o 
From that price to L4 per quarter = = OMS 
Rye at about L2 to pay - - - 016 © 
Barley and malt, not above Li : 12, to pay. - - o 16 o 
Oats at 16/ per quarter, to. pay - : - C 5 4 
Peas and beans at La, to pay - - - - o 16 o 


This ftatute permits the exportation of any fort of live cattle but 
fheep; as alfo of beef, pork, butter; cheefe, &c. 

About this time, or perhaps- a Jittle later, the linen manufacture be- 
gan to be encouraged ın Ireland. It began among the Scots in the 
north of Ireland, where it has to this day flourifhed more than in any 
cther part. It has, efpecially within, the laft forty years, grown to fo 
vaft an extent, as to furprife all men, and to alarm_all the linen coun- 
tries beyond fea, fo as not a little to affect the general balance of trade 
with thofe countries.. The vaft quantities of linen, which England takes 
of the Trifh, enables them to pay for almoft every kind of our product 
and manufacture which we fupply them with. Before Ae gyre a 
linen cloth, the people in the E of Ireland fent their linen yarn 
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England. Ireland is really a mine of treafure to Great Britain y 
To perhaps in a much greater degree than fome of our American ag 
tations, fince much of what 1s gained in Ireland centers at e 


And the ingenious author of a tract, entitled the Queri p x 
> PUD- 


Britain. 
lifhed fome few years ago, rightly obferves, that every fevere flep tak 
by us with regard to Ireland, has been lefs injurious to it than o 2 
tageous to our foreign rivals. It is now clearly feen, that the oro 
tion of live cattle from Ireland, in order to raife the price of our A i 
lands, was not well judged. Even the reftrictive laws relating to ia 
woollen manufactures of Ireland forced the Irith workmen to fettle A 
France, and thereby laid the foundation for the great woollen manufac. 
ture in that kingdom, although we muft confefs this laft point to be ex. 
tremely delicate on both fides of the queftion. 

About this time the duke of Buckingham procured makers, grinders 
and polifhers, of glafs from Venice, to fettle in England. The manu. 
faGure has Ance been brought to fuch perfection, that the very fineft 
glafs is now fent from this country to all parts of the globe, even Venice 
itfelf not excepted. : 

1671.—The Englifh Eaft-India company entered into an agreement 
with the king of Golconda to pay him a certain annuity of 1260 pa- 
godas for ever, inftead of the cuftoms hitherto paid to him at Madras, 
or Fort St. George, which is faid to have fince then proved a great be- 
nefit to the company’s increafing commerce at that place. 

1672.—The exportation of our produce and manufactures was en- 
couraged by an act of parliament, [25 Car. IJ, c. 6] for taking off aliens 
duty upon all the native commodities, coals only excepted, and manu- 
faGures of England exported by foreigners: thereby putting them on 
a level with Englifh fubjeéts : whereas by the 11th of Henry VII, ¢ 14, 
and the tonnage and poundage ad of the 12th (confirmed by one of 
the 13th) year of the prefent king, they were to pay double duties. 
By this law aliens were to pay only the fame duty for fifh caught by 
Englifhmen, and exported in Englifh fhipping, navigated as the na" 
gation act directs, as the natives pay. “ll 

It was in January 1671 (now 1672) that King Charles II was on 
advifed by Sir Thomas Clifford, (for which he was created a pect m 
lord high treafurer) as to fhut up the exchequer, on which occafion E 
made a declaration in council, that it fhould be but for one ye? one 
Thereby all the money which the London goldfmiths and bari:<ers ae 
lent to the king at 8 per cent intereft, befides certain confiderable Ye 
vantages in the manner of paying them the money weekly, as 1t = 
into the exchequer, &c, was made ufe of by him for his intended Ta 
se pone cruel and unjuft feizure of this money, gen a 
ode 1,320,520, and not even paying the intereft due OD 1> | was 

y great clamour among the creditors of the bankers; a” 
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faid, that near 10,060 families were greatly hurt, and many of them 
entirely ruined. It was now faid, and even publifhed, that a ftop of 
this kind, which fo much leflened the credit of he exchequer and the 
Teputation of the crown, could proceed from not ing lefs than a refo- 
lution of the court to borrow no more hereafter but to take. The king, 
in his printed deċlaration, declared, that, althoúgh, contrary to his in~ 
clination, he had been obliged to caufe a {top to be made as to the 
principal money, he would punctually pay it hereafter, and till then 6 
per cent intereft for the fame: at the fame time directing the treafury 
to fit out his fleet with that money. His main purpofes for fuch pre- 
parations were, the ruin of the Dutch, the introduétion of popery, and 
the eftablifhment of defpotic power, without the control of a parlia- 
ment, for which ends he had entered into a fecret league with France, 
by means of the interview he had at Dover with his fifter the duchefs 
of Orleans, jointly to attack the Dutch by fea, while France, the elector 
of Cologne, and the bifhop of Munfter, fhould invade them in dif- 
ferent places by land at the fame time. But as King Charles had al- 
ready lavifhed away L2,500,000 given him by parliament, and L700,000 
given him by France, his cabal advifed him to this unjuft feizure of the 
bankers money, without which he could not fend out his fleet. As the 
ayments were always wont to come weekly from the exchequer to the 
B they were thereby enabled, to anfwer the intereft and other 
- demands of their creditors: which now failing, they could neither pay 
the principal nor intereft to the crowds of creditors by whom they were 
dayly befieged. But the king’s minifters paid no regard to thofe ruin- 
ed people’s lamentations; and the exchequer long remained fhut, to the 
great detriment of trade and bufinefs. Yet, if poffible, to quiet thofe 
clamours, the king found himfelf neceffitated to grant them his patent 
to pay the faid 6 per cent intereft out of his hereditary excife; but he 
never paid the principal: for although, after fome years, the exchequer 
was indeed opened, yet it was to no purpofe for the bankers principal 
money. That we may here complete this account of the bankers debt 
altogether, we fhall farther obferve, that, although it was not a parlia- 
mentary debt, the parliament by an act of the 12th year of King Wil- 
liam, [c. 12] after providing for a large arrear of intereft on it, fettled 
an intereft of 3 per cent on it for the future ; but this debt was there- 
by made redeemable on paying one moiety of the principal fum, being 
1,664,263, farther confirmed by an act of the 2d and 3d year of Ques 
Anne, [c. 15] which moiety was now therefor baone the pr oe e 
e ic; rom 6 to Q 
of the public; and, being reduced from 6 to 5 per on haces Ae 
1717, it was finally fubfcribed into the South fea capital ftoc E 
year 1720. ; 
Upon this fubje 


following remark: 
Vou. II. 


& Sir William Temple, in his Mifcellanies, makes the 
© The credit of our exchequer is irrecoverably loft 
3 4 B 
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© by the laft breach with the bankers ; for credit is gained b 
© and feldom recovers a ftrain. I have heard a great exampl 
‘ this, that happened upon the late King Charles Ps feizing 
© in the mint in 1638 *, which had then the credit of a bank 
« feyeral years had been the treafury of all the vaft p 
< ted from Spain to Flanders: but after this invafion 
‘ king paid back the money in a few months, the m 
c recovered its credit among foreign merchants.’ 
Even fo late as this time, according to the anonymous author wh 
has fo judicioufly tranfmitted the curious hiftory of our London a 
ers, the receiving and paying of money from morning till night in x 
open fhop was fo new, that our author himfelf feemed to think ca 
ftrange fort of a thing; and was by no means a friend to that kind of 
trade. . A 
Sir Jofiah Child alfo feems to be equally prepofleffed againft it; ang. 
freely attacks the bankers in feveral parts of his Difcourfes on trade. He 
accufes the bankers of his time, of being the main caufe of keeping the 
intereft of money at leaft 2 per cent higher than otherwife it would be; 
for (fays he) they give 6 per cent to private perfons for the money, 
which they lend the king at 10 and 12 per cent, and fometimes more, 
He inveighs againft what he calls this innovated practice ‘of bankers, or 
this new invention of cafhiering, as productive of many evils, which has 
made us fufpedt, that he himfelf might have been the author of the {mall 
tract on the Myftery of the new-fafhioned gold{miths, of which we have 
made good ufe under the year 1645, &c.: ‘ for, by allowing their cre- 
* ditors, at this time, fo high an intereft as 6 per cent, (whereas, till the. 
‘ king’s wants increafed his demands on them, they allowed but 4 per 
‘ cent) they make monied men fit down lazily with fo high an intereft, 
and not pufh into commerce with their money, as they certainly would 
do were it at 4 or 3 percent, as in Holland. This high intereft alfo 
keeps the price of land fo low as 15 years purchafe, which would 
otherwife be at 20 years purchafe. It alfo makes money fcarce m the 
- country ; feeing the trade of banking being only in London, 1t KED 
Mauch drains the ready money from all other parts of the kingdom: 
Upon the whole, whatever might in thofe days be faid, with iure 
the practices of bankers, the cafe is at prefent quite otherwile 5 and a 
difpatch given by our modern London bankers to merchants, 2nd % in 
dealers, is found fo convenien r mal 


t, that they are glad to lodge thei 
j a t it 
cath with thent, to be drawn out from time to time as they Wani sy 
without receiving or expecting 


ankers 
any intereft whatever ; and. the b 
generally get great fort 


i 
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> § unes, by prudently invefting a certain PIPE oes, 

of their cath in our national funds, and lending it on private pe 
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* This compulfory loan we have placed in the year 1640- Ak 


“ CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


’ 


; ke i 
A. D. 1672. 


&c. What is faid on this fubjeg, it is hoped, may fuffice for a general 

hiftory of private banking in London, even down to our days. 
Although the Greenland, or more properly the Spitzbergen, whale 

fifhing had been early pradtifed by the Englifh, yet it had been laid 
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afide towards the later end of the reign of King James I, though confe- 
edly beneficial for the employment of great numbers of {hips and fea- 
men, and the confumption of much of our provifions, &c. and fince 
our leaving it off, we. were obliged to pay large fums to the Dutch, 
and to the Hanfe towns, for the oil and whale-fins which we had need 
of. Therefor an a& of parliament pafled, [25 Car. II, c. 7] for en- 
couraging the Greenland and Eaftland trades ; and for the better fecur- 
ing the plantation trade ; in fubftance, viz. 

I) That, whereas Englith harpooners could not now be got, the act of 
navigation was hereby fo far difpenfed with, for ten years to come, pro- 
vided the fhip be Englith-built, and the mafter and half the crew be 
Englith, the other half might be foreigners in the faid fifhery. This, it 
is true, produced fome private attempts for reviving that fifhery, which, 
however, in feven years after, fell to nothing again, although neither the 
oil nor the whale-bone were to pay any duty ; but our plantation fhip- 
ping fhould pay 6/for every ton of oil, and L2: ro for every ton of 
whale-fins, imported in their own fhipping ; and half fo much if import- 
ed in Englith fhipping. If oil be imported in foreign fhipping, the ton 
of oil fhall pay Lo, and the ton of fins L18. In the firft feflion of the 
2d year of William and Mary, [c. 4] anno 1690, this a& for the whale 
fifhing at Greenland was continued for four years longer; but not fo 
much as a fingle fhip was fitted out in confequence thereof. 

II) Ships trading from England to our plantations, and returning 
back laden with fugars, tobacco, ginger, indigo, logwood, fuftick, cot- 
ton, cocoa nuts, &c. and not giving bond to land them in England, 
were to pay fundry duties, needlefs here to be fpecified. 

III) For the encouragement of the Eaftland trade, it is hereby enact- 
ed, that all perfons, natives or foreigners, may, from the 1ft of May 
1673, have free liberty to trade into Sweden, Denmark, and Norway ; 
any. thing in the Eaftland company’s charter to the contrary notwith- 
{tanding. : 

IV) Whoever (if an Englifhman) fhall henceforth defire to be admit- 
ted into the fellowfhip of the faid Eaftland company, fhall pay 4o/, and 
no more. 

Thefe two claufes proved a mortal blow to the Eaftland companys 
for hereby all the north fide of the Baltic fea was laid open to all, and 
the freedom for trading to the fouth fide of it, was open to all for 40/: 
Sir Jofiah Child was of opinion, that the Eaitland company, by exc 
ing others (not free of their company) from the trade, had gprs e 
Dutch to fupply all parts within the Baltic with E gf the merc Ann 
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dize ufually fent thither, viz, oil, wine, fugar, fruits, &. 
Dutch (who have no Eaftland company) had. then ten times th 
thither that we had. And alfo to Ruffia and Greenland, where a tra 
companies, and they. have none, they have forty times the trad : 
we have. Laftly, to Italy, Spain,.and Portugal, where we have a thas 
panies, we have yet left full as much,.if not. more, trade than ie 
Dutch. f i the 
This year King Charles declared war againft the Dutch 
his fecret agreement with France, for which. his minifter 
puzzled to find any juft pretext whatfoever.. The author of Colbert’ 
life alleges, ‘ that by that fecret treaty the United Netherlands were t 
< be divided between thofe two. kings ; but that Charles withdrew ea, 
c the league, growing at length jealous of Louis’s vaft fuccefs, who in 
< 40 days time conquered four of the feven provinces, and took 40 ci- 
‘ ties? Such was Louis’s infolence, and fo much was he alfo at a.lofs 
for any juft reafon for invading the Dutch, that in his declaration of 
war he only faid, ‘ that he could not, without the dimunition of his 
t glory, any longer diflemble his indignation againft the ftates-general !* 
without alleging fo much as one fingle fact for the ground of his inva- 
fion. The bare-faced violence and injuftice of both. thofe -kings. are 
however foreign to our purpofe to enlarge on.. It is enough to remark, 
that D’Etrees, with 40 French fhips of war, joined the Englifh fleet at 
Port{mouth, and entertained.our king on. board his admiral-fhip ; for, 
by this time, Colbert had confiderably augmented: the number and 
goodnefs of the French royal navy, though it was not. brought to its ut- 
moft perfection till fix years later. King Charles alfo, to fecond the ra- 
pid conquefts of Louis, fent over the duke of Monmouth with 6000 
Englith troops to.join the French in the Netherlands. In thisfame fum- 
mer De Ruyter, with above 100 Dutch fhips.of war, attacked the com 
bined fleets of England and France, commanded by the duke of York, 
on the coaft of Suffolk, and, after a moft terrible flaughter of: gallant 
men, from morning till night, and the deftrudtion of feveral great Le 
the Dutch retired to their own coaft.. In this horrible conflict t r 
Dutch admiral Van Ghent and the French rear-admiral De la Robain 
were flain. Our admiral, the earl of Sandwich, difdaining t° qut a 
thip when on fire, was blown up.in her. What pity fo gallant 3 r 
did not die in a better caufe! In the midft of thele diftrefles, the oie 
party in Holland prevailed fo far as to get Prince William © deck 
ftadtholder , and the two brothers. De Witts were deftroyed. al of 
ews Sandwich was fucceeded, as prefident of the oe this 
, by the earl of Shaftefbury, lord chancellor. The prea™ of, it 
new commiffion, which has never yet been in print that we know” 


nd that the 


> Purfuant to 
5 Were greatly 


a Afterwards king of Great Britain. 
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having been communicated to the author bya private friend, fets forth. 
that, < whereas, by the goodnefs of Almighty God, our dominions have 
‘ of late years been confiderably enlarged by the occafion of many 
great colonies and plantations in America, and elfewhere ; and both- 
our cuftoms and. revenues, as well as the trade and.wealth of our good- 
fubjeés. at home and abroad, much increafed by the mutual commerce 
and traffic between thefe our kingdoms and our faid colonies and 
* plantations. And.whereas feveral other colonies and plantations may - 
hereafter accrue.to us, and many other great improvements may juft-- 
ly be expected, if fufficient care be taken for the encouragement, pro- 
tection, and defence, of our faid colonies and plantations, and of all our 
good fubjects in their. refpećtive trades and.commerce, and a due regu- 
lation be made therein.. We have thought fit to erect and-eftablifh a 
{elect council, whofe.employment. fhall be to take care of the welfare 
of our colonies and plantations, and alfo of the trade and navigation. 
- of thefe our kingdoms;.and to give us.a.true and faithful account 
thereof, from-.time to time, with their opinions and advice thereupon. - 
“ To that end know ye, that we, repofing efpecial truft and confidence 
< in your abilities,, &c. have conftituted, &c. (here the whole board is 
* named),to.be-a ftanding council to us for all the. affairs which do, or 
* may any way, concern the navigation, commerce, and trade, as well 
“ domeftic as foreign, of thefe our kingdoms, (Tangier only excepted) 
< whether. immediately held by us, or by any others, in virtue of our 
© charters,.already made or: granted, or hereafter to be. fo-made or 
< granted *¥ And- for. the. better affiftance of our: faid: council in all 


e 


A 


© their debates and-confultations, it fhall be lawful for our-moft’ dear 
‘ brother James duke of York, our high admiral, our moft dear coufin 
« Prince Rupert, (and.feveral other great perfonages thereinnamed) to- 
“© be prefent at their debates-and refolutions,’ &c. Yet,.in a few years- 
time, all thefe fine words.came juft to nothing, the commiffion being. 
entirely. dropped. bis- luxury, and his {chemes:for:the advancement ot 
popery and lawlefs power, not permitting him to be long at fo much an- 
nual expenfe for fo good a purpofe.. This commiffion was faid to have 
been principally promoted by the chancellor Shaftefbury. 

The-court of France (or rather. Colbert) obferving, .that-all the moft 
confiderable European. nations trading to Eaft-India faw it extremely 
needful to have a‘fettlement near the fouth end of Africa, for the con-- 
veniency of their fhips.in-thoie voyages, now made a fettlement on the 
ifle then called Mafcaregnas, which- they have fince named Bourbon, 
which is about 370 miles eaft.of the great ifland of- Madagatcar,, and 
about 40 leagues in compafs. There their fhips meet with proper 
refrefhments, the ifland being well watered, and abounding in many: 


* This claufe refers to the Englith incorporated companies. <. 
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{orts of trees, plants, and fruits, with horned cattle, ho Gna 
{brought originally thither from Europe by the Portuguefe) alt ae 
wild fowl, turtles, &c. and of late years yielding coffee, and r With 
other improvements *. “ndry 
Voltaire (though in many things not abfolutely to be relied o 
in thefe matters may be better liftened to) obferves, in his Age of fe 
XIV, how greatly he had improved, fortified, and adorned France. omg 
-* was (fays he) wonderful to behold the fea-ports, which before W : 
“ deferted and in ruins, now furrounded by works, at once both fhe 
‘t ornament and defence, covered alfo with fhips and Mariners, and ce 
“ taining already near 60 large fhips of war. New colonies, under He 
~ protection of his flag, were fent from all parts into America, Eaft-In. 
‘ dia, and Africa: a wonderful change this in fix year’s time. More- 
“ over, every year of Colbert’s miniftry, from 1663 to this year 1642 
* was diftinguifhed by the eftablifhment of fome new manufacture, fuch 
as fine woollen cloth, filk, and glaffes (with which, till this time, Ve- 
nice had fupplied all Europe). He alfo procured from England the fe- 
cret of the ftocking-frame, of Englifh invention, by which ftockings 
are made ten times quicker than by the knitting needles; the manu- 
* factures of carpets alfo, and of fine tapeftries, were introduced ; alfo 
* wrought-iron ware, fteel, fine earthen ware, Morocco leather,’ &c. 
‘ While fuch vaft improvements were making at home, Louis in this 
* fummer kept his court at Utrecht, and his ‘troops were making excur- 
* fions within one league of Amfterdam itfelf. Thus was the greateft 
“ mercantile ftate that ever exifted upon the very brink of utter deftruc- 
“tion. A moment’s diligence would have put that king in poffeffion of 
* Amfterdam. The richeft families, and thofe who were moft defirous 
‘ of liberty, prepared to embark for Batavia, and fly even to the extre- 
* mities of the world. The fhips capable to make this voyage were 
“ numbered, and it was found that 50,000 families might be embark- 
ed. The Dutch would no longer have exifted but in the moft diftant 
* part of the Eaft-Indies : and thefe European provinces, which fubfift 
* only by their Afian riches, their commerce, and (if a Frenchman ae ig 
: fay fo) by their liberty, would on a fudden have been ruined and z 
populated. Amfterdam, the warehoufe and magazine of Bushy 
t wherein commerce and the arts are cultivated by 300,000 P°°P i 
< would have prefently become only one vaft lake; and the adi 
; lands, which require an immenfe expenfe to raife and maintain iea 
: banks, would probably at once have wanted both the fupport © fe 
; and Toney, and would at length have been overwhelmed by uP m 
leaving Louis XIV only the wretched glory of having deftroy’ 
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* erie s a effe&ual onè i 
a at fettlement of the French at Bourbon is dated jn 1655, and the more .cffe 


ifcouut De Vaux, in his Hiftory of Mauritius, publithed in 1801. M. 


_ CC-0. Gurúkul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangottri Initiative 


4: 
$ 
< 
‘ 
c 
(3 
< 
€ 
e 
é 
é 
é 
c 
£ 
é 
‘ 
(a 
‘ 
é 


A a a An n ya mnnn Ma ANUM MNM TOLL MLL MLN 


A. D. 1672. 


of the fineft and moft extraordinary monuments of human induftry. 
Four deputies, came to the king’s camp to implore his clemency for a 
republic, which fix months before had thought herfelf the arbitrator 
between kings. Thofe fuppliants were received with haughtinefs, and: 
even with infults and raillery, by Louvois the minifter, and were made 


567 


to return feveral times. At length the king ordered his determina- 
tion to be declared to them, viz. tft, the ftates to deliver up all they 
pofleffed on the other fide the Rhine, with Nimeguen, and feveral 
other towns and forts in the heart of their territories: 2dly, to pay 
the king 20 millions: 3dly, that France for the future fhould be maf-- 
ter of all the great roads of Holland, both by land and water, with- 
out paying any tolls: 4thly, that the catholic religion fhould be every- 
where reftored: sthly, that the republic fhould annually fend an am- 
baflador extraordinary to the French court with a gold medal, where-.- 
on fhould be engraved an acknowlegment that they held their liber- 
ties of Louis XIV: 6thly, and finally, that they fhould alfo make fa- 
tisfaction to the king of England and the princes of the empire, par- 
ticularly thofe of Cologne and Munfter, by whom. Holland ftill conti=- 
nued to be ravaged. 
* Thefe conditions,’ (continues Voltaire) ‘ which approached fo near. 
to flavery, appeared intolerable ; and the rigour of the conqueror in-- 
{pired the vanquifhed with a defperate courage.. They determined, 
therefor, to die in defence of their liberty.. Their hearts and.hopes. 
were all turned upon the prince of Orange, and their fury, againft the- 
grand penfionary John de Witt and his brother Cornelius, both of © 
whom were matlacred by the mob at the Hague. They immediately 
cut the dikes which kept out the fea, whereupon the country houfes, . 
which are innumerable round Amfterdam, alfo the villages and neigh- - 
bovring towns, fuch as Leyden, Delft, &c. were overwhelmed ; and 
yet the country people did not repine at feeing their herds of cattle : 
drowned in the fields. Amfterdam itfelf appeared like a vaft fortrefs 
in the midft of the fea, furrounded with fhips of war, which now had 
depth of water fufficient to. make them be ftationed round the city, 
where frefh water was now fold at fix ftivers per pint. What will be : 


-moft wondered..at by pofterity is, that Holland, whilft thus-over- 


whelmed on the land, was yet formidable on the ocean under:De : 


Ruyter, who, with 100-fhips of war. and $0 fire-fhips, gave battle to 
-the united fleets of England and France at Solebay, and afterwards 


brought their Eaft-India fleet fafe into the Texel; thereby defending . 
and enriching his country on one fide, whilft Louis was deftroying it 
onthe other. In brief, the emperor Leopold, the great elector of 
Brandenburg, Frederick W illiam, the governor of the Spanii Ne- 
therlands, all flew to the affiftance of the Dutch ; and gee 
conquefts could be made in a country overwhelmed with water, Louis. 


+ 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collectio 


he 


n, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initi 


568 A. D. 1672. 


< found it beft to return home, and leave his army, which 5 ah 
< ened by its own fuccefs in garrifoning the numerous conquere 
< was obliged to retreat; and the. prince of Orange 


B Weak. 
d town 


: > NOW ftadth 
< was by the above fuccours enabled quickly to recover all that Olde 


r, 
< had conquered. ` In the midft of thofe diforders and devattancn! 
(fays Voltaire) ‘ the magiftrates of Amfterdam (to their eterna] hones 
é manifefted virtues which are feldom feen but in a republic, Fo. r) 
« thofe people who were poffeffed of bank-notes* ran in crowds to E 
‘ bank, where it was to be appréhended they would lay violent hand. 
‘ on the public treafure, every one being eager to get his Toney on, 
© of the little which they fuppofed flill to remain there, the magiftrates 
* opened the ‘places where the treafure was depofited, ‘and it was found 
‘ entire, juft as it had been firft depofited fixty years before; and PA 

filver was even ftill black from the effects of the fire by which the old 
ftadthoufe had been confumed long before. The bank-notes, (credit 


till now had been conftantly negotiated, and this treafure never touch. 
A i 


> 


wn 


~ ed, till now, that thofe who infifted on having their money were paid 


out of it. Such diftinguifhed good faith, and fuch great refources, were 
then.fo much the more admirable, as Charles II king of England, to 
defray the expenfe of his pleafures and of this war againft the Hol- 
landers, had juft at that time become a bankrupt to his fubjeđs; and 
it was as difhonourable in this king thus to violate the public faith, 
as it was glorious in the magiftrates of Amfterdam to preferve it ata 
time when a failure might have appeared pardonable +.’ 

This account of Holland’s condition is fo finely told by Voltaire, that, 
though fomewhat prolix, it cannot, we imagine, fail to be entertaining 
to every curious reader who has not read his work. 

Spain having affifted the Dutch in this war with France, as their own 
Netherlands muft inevitably have been loft had the Dutch been ruined, 
Louis made that a pretence to feize on the Franche Compté of Burgun- 
dy, and on many places in the Spanifh Netherlands ; and although by 
the fucceeding peace of Nimeguen fome of the Netherland towns were 
reftored to Spain, France neverthelefs has retained the county of Bur- 
gundy to this day. 

We have feen the three former 
by war, mifcondu&, and ftruge 
the fourth and laft exclufive co 
pany had furrendered their c 


a 


Englifh African companies ruined 
les with the interlopers. In this yo! 
mpany was erected, after the third com 
harter, for the above reafons. To ts 


* He means bank credit—comptes enf an ue. i i 5 ough, 
+ This noble ftruggle of a e eeean oie E taste 
haughty conquerors recalls to the mind of the read- 
er the noble flands made by Tyre againft Nebu- 
chadnezzar and Alexander, and by the Carthagi- 


Jike thofe 
jed by the 


antient Žeroes, Louis was almoft ers is more 
adulation of bafe flatterers, the oe m than to 
favourable to the citizens of Amfterda 


A jquity- 
their predeceffors, the merchants of antiqui J 
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fourth company the king and the duke of York fubferibed, as welk as 
many perfons of rank and quality; and the whole capital of Li11,000 
was completed in nine months. In this new fub{cription the late com- 
- pany was allowed L34,000 for their three forts, viz. Cape-coaft caftle, 
Sierra Leone, and James-fort in the river Gambia. The new company 
foon improved their trade and increafed their forts : and whereas all 
former companies were obliged to fend to Holland to make up their. 
affortments of goods, they now introduced into England the making of 
fundry kinds of woollen goods, &c. not formerly known.. They alfo 
imported quantities. of gold, out of which 50,000 guineas * were firft 
coined in one year (1673). They alfo. imported. redwood for dyers; 
elephants teeth, wax, honey, &c.; and they exported to the value of 
170,000 annually in Englifh goods for feveral years: but at the revo- 
lution the Weft-India planters joined the interlopers in afferting, that 
they were always beft ferved with flaves when the trade was open to all; 
And the petition and declaration of right, as that a@ of parliament.[1m0 
Gulielmi et Mariæ] is commonly called, effeCtually debarring it and all 
- other pretended exclufive companies not authorized by parliament, the 
trade became open, though the company fill perfifted in feizing the 
feparate traders, which occafioned much clamour and no {mall-obftruc- 
tion to the negro trade. Their great difputes with the feparate traders 
are contained in many large pamphlets, but the fubjed is long fince be- 
come fo obfolete, that it would tire our readers to very little purpofe to 
give a detail of it.. z 

Copper halfpence: and farthings: were coined this year by King 
Charles, having on one fide Carolus a Carolo, and on the reverfe Britan-- 
nia. ‘ There was,’ fays Mr. Tindal in his Notes on Rapin’s hiftory, 
* another farthing coined of rare copper, having on the reverfe Quatuor 
“ Mayia vindico; but thefe were called in. to- pleafe the French king.’ 
And this coinage now effectually fuppreffed the private coins called to- 
kens. 

This year the Turks, with an army of 150,000 men, invaded Poland,. 
took the ftrong fortrefs of Caminiec, and alfo brought the Poles fo low 
as to f{ubmit to an annual tribute, in order to obtain peace of the Porte, 
which, however, in.the very next year was renounced, when.King John 
Sobiefki gave the Turks. a great overthrow, and thereby. made better 
and more honourable terms of peace for Poland in the year 1676. 

At the clofe. of. this memorable year Sir Tobias Bridges, with fix 
thips from Barbados, took from the Dutch the ifland of Tobago in the 
Weft-Indies, and alfo St. Euftatia; which later the Dutch admiral Evertz. 
retook the fame year. On the other hand, the Dutch took St. Helena 
from England, which was recovered next year by furprifing the Dutch: 


* So named from the country which produced the gold whereof they were made. 4 
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y ane, R 
garrifon at a place where only two perfons abrea could ot 


rock. Three rich Dutch India fhips were taken with the idee ; 
narrow pafs was afterwards ftrongly fortified ; and as the 
ifland is entirely a fteep rock, the Englifh colony, fid 
about 200 families, live in perfe&t fecurity. 

1673.—The whole bufinefs of the colony of St. Helena i 
frefh provifions and water for our homeward-bound Eaft-India hi 
in return for which the planters are fupplied out of the com a S, 
warehoufes there with brandy, wine, arrack, beer, malt, fugar, ae ae 
-alfo with clothing from England and India ; fo that this otherwife bar, 
ren and rocky {pot is, by its happy fituation, of fingular benefit : 
fhipping, and to thofe alfo of other nations in amity with us, 
tuguefe difcovered it in the year 150r, when it was quite uninhabited 
They ftocked it with hogs, poultry, &c. and alfo with lemons, oranges 
figs, &c. which throve very much, and rendered it an ufeful refrefhing 
place, where they often left their fick men till their next return : bue j 
that nation poffeffing fo many ports afterwards along the fouth-eaft coaft 
of Africa, fuch as Sofala, Membaza, Melinda, Magadoxa, Mofambigue, 

&c. for refrefhing their fhips on their Eaft-India voyages, they aban- 
doned St. Helena, which lay long after defolate, until the Dutch fettled 

on it for the like conveniency : but finding the Cape of Good Hope 

ftill more convenient, they alfo abandoned St. Helena about the year 
1651; whereupon our Eaft-India company fettled on it; and it now 
abounds with cattle, poultry, greens, fruits, &c. there being fome good 

{pots here and there between-the rocks, affording herbage, pafture, &c. 

By King Charles’s charter, in the year 1661, the ifland was confirmed to 

the Eaft-India company; but the Dutch having feized on it in 1665, it 

was retaken in 1672, as we have juft feen. The Dutch mattered it 
again: and the king’s fhips having now finally recovered it (1673); w 
‘became vefted in the crown ; wherefor, in the fame year, the king by | 
his charter regranted it to the Eaft-India company forever, as «abfolute 
lords-proprietors of it, with all royal mines, &c. ; in whofe poffeffion 1t 
remains to this day. 

In the fummer of the year 1673 there were in two months {pace 
three feveral and terrible feafights between the fleets of England an 
Holland, though not fo bloody as that in the preceding year. Int i 
laft of them, under Prince Rupert, the French {quadron are faid to hav 


ftood neuter all the later part of the day. The Englifh and French Jon! 
fleet confifted of 110 thips ; the Dutch of 100, under De Ruyter 47 
Van Tromp, Both fi ‘ 


2 gage- 
des claimed the victory in all the three eng 5 


ments, and both Englifh and Dutch by their gallant conduct merited 1 


` a 
In February [N.S.] this year, the earl of Shaftefbury, chancellor, ie 


fpeech in the houfe of peers, inveighed with much acrimony agana and 
Dutch, whom he called « England’s conftant foes, both by ng i 


to our | 
The Por- 
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inclination ;? wherefor he concluded with the elder Cato’s words, ‘ de- 
* lenda oft Carthago,’ i. e. the Dutch muft be extirpated. . 
During this fhort but hot war the Englith Eaft-India company was 


obliged to raife no fewer than fix thoufand men for the fecurity of Bom- 
bay againft the attempts of the Dutch. 7 

At this time the MmanufaGtured commodities of I 
ported into Europe, and more particular] 
fo confiderable, as to occafion loud Complaints againft our Englith Eaft-. 
India company, as deftroyers, or at leaft great leffeners, of the confump- 
tion of our own Englifh manufactures ; whereby alfo, it was obferved, 
our annual exportation of bullion to India, which formerly did not of- 
ten exceed L40,000, was greatly increafed. Thefe complaints conti- 
nued without intermiflion, or rather increafed, until long after, that the 
legiflature found it neceflary to enad a total and abfolute prohibition 
of the wear of all fuch in England, muflins only excepted. 

This year. a fleet of French fhips of war failed to attack the Dutch 
forts on the coaft of Ceylon, with a view to poffefs the cinnamon trade Si 
and they actually took the important fórt of Trincomalee. Buta fleet 
of fixteen large {hips from Batavia with land forces arriving, the French 
ileet retired to Surat, and the Dutch foon recovered it, The French 
failed from Surat, and took the fortrefs of St. Thomas, which the 
Dutch had taken from the Portuguefe a few years before; which was- 
alfo foon loft again to the Dutch ; and in the end not a fingle fhip ever 
returned home to France. This then was the laft attempt during the 
r7th century for difturbing the commerce of the Dutch Eaft-Indja com- 
pany.. aries 

1674.—The French, after being driven from St. Thomas, retired in 
the year 1674 to Pondicherry, which, by permiffion of the viceroy of 
the king of Vifapour, they fortified, the fituation being very proper for’ 
the trade of piece-goods, then in great demand in Europe. This place 
the French have fo much improved, that it was to our days their capi- 
tal refidence for all their Eaft-India trade. It was, however, taken by 
the Dutch in the year 1693, but reftored to France by the peace of 
Ryfwick in 1697; after which it was ftill farther ftrengthened and im- 


é 


i ndia annually im- 
y into England, were become 


proved, fo as to be deemed at length one of the moft confiderable of the . 


European fettlements in India, having a large town, with many_thou- 
lands of Indians in it, befides the French company’s people and traders ; 
and being lately farther enlarged, and the fuburbs walled in, it is by 
fome faid to be four leagues in circumference, and to contain 120,000 
inhabitants, chriftians, Moors, and Gentoos. 

The univerfal clamour of the people of England on account of the 
increafing power of France, fo dangerous to us and to all Europe, one 
ged King Charles, in the beginning of the year ee to oa i 
terms of peace, by the mediation of Spain, ne ya ates of Holland, 


se Kangri 


Be e aana 
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on much the fame footing as in that of Breda in the year ri 


. 665: us 
this advantage, however, on his fide, that by the Toth article emit 
agreed to pay our king 800,000 patacoons (being near aes oo ttes 

? 


Jing) towards the expenfe of this war ; which money came Very fear 
ably to him, who had lavifhed away in a {hameful manner the ore on. 
part of the money given by parliament for the war. £ ~ SF Eateft 

By the fourth article it was {tipulated, that all Dutch fh 
fhips of war or others, whether in {quadrons or fingle fhips 
happen to meet any fhips or veflels whatfoever belongin g to the kj 
of Great Britain, whether one or more, carrying that king’. flag calle 
the jack, in any of the feas from Cape Finifterre to the middle Tees 
the land Van Staten in Norway, fhall ftrike their topfail, and take don 
their flag, in the fame manner, and with the like teftimony of refpeĝ 
as has been ufually paid at any time or place heretofore by the Dutch 
fhips to thofe of the king or his anceftors. 

V) And whereas the agreement of the year 1667, for the furrender 
of the colony of Surinam by King Charles’s governor thereof to the 
ftates-general, has occafioned many quarrels and difputes, and has con- 
tributed greatly to the mifunderftanding lately arifen between the king 
and the ftates, the ftates-general now ftipulate that thofe articles fhall be 
fully executed; and that the king may fend commaiffioners to examine 
the condition of his fubjeéts remaining there ; and may fend thither 
two or three fhips to bring away his fubjets, with their effets and 
faves ; and till then that they be treated equitably in the fale of their 
lands, payment of debts, and barter of goods. 

VI) < All lands, iflands, towns, forts, &c. taken on both fides fince 
“ the commencement of this war, fhall be reftored by either party in 
“ the fame condition they then were. 

IX) ‘ Within three months after the proclamation of this treaty the 

“ flates-general agree to fend to London a number of commiffioners 

: equal to thofe of the king, to treat of the freedom of navigation a 

commerce, more efpecially in the Eaft-Indies ; and in cafe they ee 
not agree within three months, then the difputes fhall be referre 
the arbitration of the queen-regent of Spain.’ 

Doné at Weftminfter, gth of February [N. S.] 1674. 


fee marine treaty was concluded on the 1ft of December 1674: 
and, 


ips, Whether 
» Which thal} 


g 


) : : . ve- 
By an explanatory declaration of both the marine treaties abo 


named, and by another, figned by Sir William Temple on one fide, at 


the Hague, and by the ftates-deputies on the other, on the goth of De- 


3 ‘on 0 
cember ; i ie a ‘tention 
Boe 1675, it is declared, ‘ that the true meaning and inte 


fa) v z 7 ne to 

oe ae poe 1s, and ought to be, that fhips and veflels henni that 
the fubje 3 rao : i ti 

jects of either of the parties can and might, from the f 


£ = . 5 T 
the faid articles were concluded, not only pafs, traffic, and trade, 
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‘a neutral port or place to a place in enmity with the other party, or 
from a place in enmity to a neutral place; but alfo from a port or 
place in enmity to a port or place in enmity with the other party, 


573 


whether the faid places belong to one and the fame prince or ftate, or 
to feveral princes and ftates, with whom the other party is in war: 
and we declare that this is the true and genuine fenfe and meaning 
k of at faid articles : and we do promife that the faid declaration fhall 
be ratified by his faid majefty and by the faid ftates-general *. 

Part of the fecret article of the foregoing treaty of peace is as fol- 
lows, viz. ‘ neither of the faid parties {hall give leave, nor confent, that 

their fubjects or inhabitants fhall give any aid, favour, or counfel, di- 
$ rectly or indireétly, by land or fea, nor {hall furnifh, nor permit their 
‘ fubje&s or inhabitants to furnifh, any fhips, foldiers, feamen, victuals, 
“ money, inftruments of war, &c. to the enemies of either party.’ 

The old ill-judged affair of prohibiting new buildings in London was 
once more revived, an order of council being publifhed for profecuting 
all fuch as had ereéted houfes on new foundations in the fuburbs and 
vicinity of London: by which, all that was probably intended, was to 
bring fome money into the impoverifhed and bankrupt exchequer. 

So vaft was our commerce with Holland at this time, that after a 

great froft, in this year 1674, when the waters were open, there failed 
out of the harbour of Rotterdam 300 fail of Englifh, Scottifh, and Trifh, 
fhips, all at once, with an eafterly wind. [Ker of Kerflana’s Memoirs, 
Vaii] ; 
The Dutch Weft-India company’s exclufive grant now expiring, the 
{tates-general renewed the fame, exclufive of all other Dutch inhabit- 
ants, to trade to Africa and the Weft-Indies, any otherwife than in the 
name of that company, whofe limits were defined to be from the tropic 
of Cancer to the fouth latitude of 33 degrees, including all the iflands 
within thofe boundaries, both on or near the African and American 
coafts. Provided, however, that if the Eaft-India company {hall oc- 
cupy the iflands fituated within thofe limits between Africa and Ame- 
rica, from Afcenfion fouthward, before this company fhall fo do, then 
the Eaft-India company {hall have an exclufive patent for thofe iflands, 
&c. 

And it feems, the Dutch Weft-India company do to this day grant li- 
cences to private adventurers to trade within thofe limits, from which 
emoluments they are partly enabled to make a {mall dividend to the 
partners. 


* This declaration has given rife to all the com- tọ proteét them from our cruifers. The Bane 
plaints of the Dutch, on account of our making court and the Dutch differ widely in thei bs 
prize of their fhips laden with French property in nations of this explanatory declaration, which 1 
the years 1757-8-9, which thofe Dutch fhips were quires a frefh treaty to explain it. a% 
intended to convey fafe to and from France, and 
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1675.—The Englifh houfe of commons being Much ou 


a 5 3 . ; At of h 
with the condu& of their king and his minifters, acting fo meno 
: ca i ; cain ah: 
favour of France, and fo diametrically oppofite to England’s te 


ue In 


rerefts, and obferving the immenfe confumption of French wares of 
OF all 


kinds in England, and, on the other hand, how little of Englith 

chandize was taken off by France, now ardently purfuing the im nee 

ment of her own woollen, filk, and linen, manufactures, that hove 

tered into an examination of the general balance of trade between Ene 

land and France, and found that England was annually, for fou aus 

paft, lofing above one million fterling by her trade with France ~ 
Imported into England from France, annually, 


about = = = z L1,500,000 O a 
Exported from England to France, annually, 
about - - - - 


170,000 o 6 


meme. 
——— 


Annual balance agáinft England - 11,330,000 0 6 
Befide about L600,000 value of French wines, filks, embroideries, and 
other fripperies, annually run in or fmuggled upon us: ‘ fo that all our 
< grave laws againft fending money in {fpecie out of England, when the 
‘ balance of trade is againft us, is but hedging in the cuckow.’ Coffee- 
houfes in London were at this time much frequented by perfons of 
rank and fubftance, who, fuitable to our native genius, ufed very much 
freedom therein, with refpect to the court’s proceedings in thefe and 
the like points, fo contrary to the voice of the people. Whereupon 
the king iffued a proclamation in this fame year, ‘ for fupprefling all 
* coffeehoufes in London,’ (which alfo was like hedging in the cuckow) 
as being places where the difaffeted met, and fpread {candalous re- 
“ ports concerning the condué of his majefty and his minifters.’ But 
the dealers in coffee, tea, and chocolate, having hereupon remontftrated 
to the court, that the faid proclamation would greatly leffen his ma- 
jefty’s revenue, the king, a few days after, iffued another proclamatiom 
for fufpending the former. 
__The navigation laws being fometimes violated, King Charles now 
iffued a proclamation for prohibiting the importation into his Amencan 
plantations of any European merchandize but what fhould be laden iw 
England, and for putting other branches of thofe aéts into ftri& exec 
tion relating to America. 
_ In September, a fudden fire havin 
the town of Northampton, it was, 


year of King Charles II, direGted to be rebuilt, and was according os 
done,.in a more beautiful and commodious manner than it had form 
ly been, as apy 


pears by the only public a& of this year, 1675: | g= 
About 1200 people, including flaves, who had left Surinam 12 confe 
quence of the fifth article of the peace with Holland, were cartit 
3 í 


4 


g burnt down the greateft 


i 
by an aé& of parliament of Fa iy fo 
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Jamaica, where they had lands affigned to them in the parifh of St: 
Elizabeth. 

It is faid that the ‘Dutch, after obtaining pofleffion of Surinam, ren- 
dered it much more healthy than formerly, by clearing the woods and 
draining the marfhes. From the mouth of the river Surinam, fituated 
in fix degrees north latitude, plantations, extending above 100 miles 
up the river, are cultivated by above 800 families, many of whom are 
French proteftant refugees. Befides the capital, now called Surinam, 
they have New-Zealand, New-Middelburg, and other towns. The pro- 
duce is fugar in great quantities, coffee, efteemed fuperior to that of 
Martinico and Jamaica, gums, dying woods, cotton, ginger, flax, fkins, 
tobacco, &c. Surinam, which is the only colony poflefled by the Dutch 
on the continent of America, is faid to be the joint property of their: 
Weft-India company, the city of Amfterdam, and the lord of Somelfdyk. 

In this fame year a commercial treaty was concluded at Adrianople, 
by Sir John Finch, between King Charles and the fultan Mahomet IV, 
whereby all former treaties, fromQueen Elizabeth’s time downward, were 
confirmed, and certain new capitulations were fuperadded, fuch as 
freedom for all Englith fubjeéts to réfide in, and trade to, Turkey ; to 
have confuls of their own appointing in the fea-ports ; to enjoy all the 
privileges and immunities which either the French, or the Venetians, 
or any chriftian nation, enjoyed, and to pay no higher duties than they 
do; that the Dutch merchants of Holland, Zeeland, Frifeland, and 
Gelderland, trading to Turkey, fhall always come thither under the co- 
lours of England, and hall pay the dues to the Englith ambaflador and 
confuls, in the fame manner as the Englifh merchants do ; and the mer- 
chants of Spain, Portugal, Ancona, Florence, fhall alfo come under the 
flag of England, and pay the fame dues as the Dutch. The Englith 
merchants, and all others who are now to come under the colours of 
England, may, with all poffible fecurity, trade, fell, and buy, all forts 
of merchandize, not prohibited, not only in Turkey, but they may 
likewife trade to Mufcovy by fea or land, and may bring their mer- 
chandize from thence to Turkey; and the like liberty is now allowed the 

glifh with refpect to Perfia, &c. 

a he bufinefs BF the protection of the flag had occafioned much con- 
teft between the ambafladors of England and thofe of France at the 
Porte, the later having alfo fometimes got it inferted ao gan 
and capitulations, that the Dutch and the other EE, who as of ha 
concluded no commercial treaties with the Ottoman Porte, fhou d eae 
and trade under the flag and protection of France: but now, in this 
rivilege is afcertained to England alone. The cafe is much 
treaty, that privilege is afc uns E the Dutch, punai 
altered fince the time we eae pa ee en an 
having long fince had the privilege of ambafladors < : . 
own refiding conftantly in Turkey. There are in this treaty 67 arti 
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cles in all, to which, after Sir John Finch’s arrival, were added th 


A oa 
lowing explanations, V1Z. : A y j 

1) What duty the Englifh fhips paid for their merchandize om 
to Scanderoon, and afterwards to Aleppo. ne 


1) For all merchandize which the Englifh merchants. fhal] import o 
export, they fhall pay only 3 per cent ; a woollen cloths from Lan 
don fhall pay 144 afpers per piece, whet er fine or coarfe, of the na 
nufađure of England ; (80 afpers being worth a Spanith piece of eight) 
But the woollen cloths of Holland, &c..which are not of the manufic- 
ture of England, fhall hereafter. pay the. duties as. formerly haye ben 
cuftomary, &c. = 2 F 

Til, IV, V, VI, and VII, contain. only certain regulations concern- 
ing caufes to be tried relating to the Englifh, and the anchorage duty 
on our fhips arriving at Conftantinople, Scanderoon, Smyrna, Cyprus,. 
&c. and other matters relating to duties and debts. 

VIII) Two fhip loads of figs and currants are annually allowed to be: 
exported from Smyrna, Salonichi, &c. for the ufe of the king of Great 
Britain’s kitchen, provided there be no {carcity of thofe fruits, paying 
only 3 per cent cuftom for the fame. And the ninth article-is only a 
very ambiguous and vague ftipulation concerning the duty on all filk 
which the Englifh buy at Smyrna. [General collection of treaties, V. ii, | 

. 282. 
eee author of a fpirited treatife, entitled Britannia lan- 
guens, (8vo, 1680) written chiefly with a view to evince that the com- 
merce of England had been for fome years in a.confumptive way"; 
exhibits an account of all the. gold and: filver coined in England from 
the ıt of O&ober 1599, to November in this year 1675, being 76. 
years, which he has divided into four periods ; fhewing how our eae 
age increafed in the three firft periods, propartionably to chem i 
of our trade and navigation, and how much the coinage had cee A 
in the fourth period, taken, he. fays, from a printed account. of the laid. 
year 1675, viz. i 


ift period, 194 years from Otober 1599 to March 1619; coined 12 


gold and filver, 2 i L4,779:314 13 4 
2d period, 19 years from March 1619 to March A 
1638, ° = a 6,900,042 1! 


3d period, 19 years from March 1638 to May 1657, 7:7335?! Me 
4th period, 184 years from May 16 57 to Novem- 6 of 
ber 1675, - = - 25238,997 7 9 
(About one million of which laft fum was harp 
and crofs money, and broad gold, &c, recoined.) ——-——7., 10 
In 76 years, total coined in England is - 21,65! To 


5 hen Eng 
> Doétor D’ Avenant, and.feveral other writers, fix on that very year 1680, 33 the time 
land was in the zenith of commercial profperity. A. 


— 
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f, Sor this author, our. coinage yearly increafed from.the firft to the 
Scor periods and from the fecond to the third, but annually decreafed 
rom the third to the fourth, period ; and from thence he inferred, that 
we were decayed and overbalanced in our foreign trade, and that our 
coin was exported to make good that balance. This pofition is doubt- 
lefs ie {tretched ; for although it may be, and certainly was true, that 
va bh three firft periods England poffefled, almoft alone, all the trade 
of the woollen drapery with the north and weft parts of Europe, until 
between the third and fourth periods, that the Dutch gained much of it 
from us, and that towards the clofe of the fourth period, France alfo: 
puthed into it, yet it furely by no means follows, that, becaufe we did 
not coin fo much between the third and fourth periods as formerly, we- 
therefor. were lofers by the general balance of our annual commerce 
within that time: it has, however, been already noted, under the year 
1664, by Dr. D’Avenant’s account, that we were greatly lofers in the. 
general balance for the year 1662, too much, if not wholely, owing to- 
our immenfe importations from France: yet upon this famous topic. 
we mutt, after all, agree with Sir Jofiah Child, as we have obferved un- 
der the year 1670, that it is extremely difficult to fix with precifion the 
general balance of a nation’s commerce, any other way than by his ju-- 
dicious third pofition. This indeed is, in good part, confirmed even by 
this author, who, however, (in p. 157 et Jeq.) obferves, ‘ that the Dutch, . 
“ long after they became independent ftates, were ignorant of our new 
“ drapery, viz. of bayes, fayes,, &c. which we had. learned from the- 
“ Flemings, driven out by Alva’s perfecution, and we fupplied the 
* Dutch with vaft quantities of cloth alfo, though moftly white, which. 
“they dyed and drefled, and exported to Germany and many other’ 
“parts. We had alfo. formerly the fole trade to Denmark, Norway, 
“ Sweden, Livonia, Poland,. and Pruffia, by our Eaftland company, 
‘- formerly very flourifhing, and called the royal company.* : our exports: 
“ to.all which northern countries are greatly leffened by the Dutch hav- 
“ing fet up mighty woollen manufactures, and the Flemings renewing . 
“< theirs. We had.formerly. the fole trade of woollen clothing to France, 
* to the value of L600,000 yearly, but now. none at all;. alfo the fole 
‘trade to Turkey, though of late the Dutch. are become our competi- 
© tors therein, and‘the French have been long nibbling at this trade } i 
“and in the Spanifh trade both the French and Dutch fhare largely with. 
“us. What is yet more grievous, we import much fine cloth from the 
Dutch yearly f; and till of late we imported to the value of Lı 503909 
yearly in ftuffs and-druggets. Formerly,’ continues our author, * we 


Fes 


*-T have not met with this appellation anywhere elfe. 4. 


I : days tł e far from being nibblers at it. 4. n. r ‘ 4 
i This was haath to the fuperiority of the Dutch in finifhing their cloths. The effect hes 


long ago ceafed with the caufe. 4... 
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© had the fole trade to Portugal, but now the French and Dute 
* competitors, as they are alto to Italy, .where we formerly fupplieg i 
« The Venetians alfo fupply and vend much cloth there, We ke all, 
“ monopoly of the woollen manufacture to moft parts of the t a the 
< world during all the reign of King James I, and the greateft ading 
«that of King Charles I. This was our principal jewel; and as pa of 
« fame time our imports were lefs than of late, no wonder our oie 
‘age was fo great.’ ee ae 
Thus we receive not a little ight into the hiftory of our Woollen 
nufacture from this able author, whofe work, though written with fon z 
feeming exaggeration here and there, is ftill worth perufal even at ae 
day *. : 
The Dutch Eaft-India company at this time got the town of St. Tho- 
mas on the Coromandel coaft into their hands -by affifting the king of 
Golconda to recover it from the French, to whom he had given it fome 
years before, the French having then taken it from the Portuguefe, 
This year the Englifh parliament. granted L300,000 for buil 
twenty large {hips of war, viz. one firft-rate fhip of 1400 tons, eight fe- 
cond rate fhips of each 1100 tons, and eleven third rates-of each 700 
tons. Such as know the ftate of the navy in our days know, that thips 
of the above rates are feveral hundred tons larger than thefe were: and 
alfo that they could not be now built for confiderably more than the 
above fum. At the fame-time the parliament refolved for the future 
to apply the tonnage and poundage duty abfolutely for the benefit of 
the navy, which was no {mall mortification to the king, who was far- 
ther difpleafed at their refufing him money for taking off the anticipa- 
tons on his own proper revenues, and it was on that occafion openly 
obferved, that the parliament, or the public, was nowife obliged to pay 
_ the king’s private debts, fince that would prove a very dangerous pre- 
cedent hereafter. This was a wife and gallant ftep towards our prefent 
moft happy parliamentary conftitution, when every fum granted iy 
parliament is appropriated fpecifically, or elfe in certain extraordinary 
cafes, is granted upon account, i.e. to be accounted for by the crown 
officers in the fucceeding feffion of parliament. Br 
1676.—It was in or about the year 1676, that the printing of calico’ 
was firft fet on foot in London: as was alfo brought into ufe Li 
Holland to London, the weaver’s loom-engine, then called the Dut 


= m 6 ac 
loom-engine. _ Thus all nations mutually gain the benefit from A 
other of new inv 


j i mes an 
cian eae apes and improvements, none of which en al 
EO ume, ce abfolute ener , articular 
coverer. ly groffed by any p 
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ding 


Š: 4 fon, 
In a manufeript account of Newfoundland, in the author’s poffe 


e . we ie 
£ A judicious and candid teader will eafi 5 


soid 
r ni ly excufe the repetiti ‘hich we cannot avo® 
points in fuch fubjećts as thefe, coming y epetition, which 3 
ò 


from different authors, 4. =S 
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total value of the fifh and oil, they made there in that year, was com— 


puted at L386;400. How great: a: nurfery then is this fifhery for Eng- 
lifh failors, and how beneficial for the 


employment: of thip-building, 

&e.. j i 

In O&ober 1676, King Charles granted his fourth charter to the Eaft- 
India company, confirming all his former ones; notwithftanding any 
mifufer, nonufer, or abufer, whatfoever of their. former rights, liberties, 
&c. by- the company, or their fervants. What induced the company 
to obtain this charter was a great clamour raifed againft them.at this- 
time, on account of their many exclufive. privileges; and their enemies 
went fo far as to publifh their opinions, that their charters were actually 
void ;,becaufe, faid-they, the crown: could not legally grant exclufive 
privileges and powers, without the concurrence of parliament. This 
was boldly- faid for thofe times, previous to the ever-famous act of the 
firft year of William and Mary, called the declaration of rights. The 
company’s enemies alfo alleged, ‘ that their bond debts amounted to 
€ L600,000 ; and as they feldom had much above that fam in value, at 
‘ any one time, both in their factories im India and upon the feas, they 
“ thence inferred, that they traded wholely with their creditors money, 
of which the company made 4o per cent, whilft they allowed their 
“ bond-creditors but fix per cent.’ So that, fhould their factories and 
goods be deftroyed by war, &c. how could they fecure and maintain the 
prefent nominal value of their capital ftock, and, at the fame time, fully. 
fatisfy their creditors *. ; 

That company, having now made avery confiderable profit by their 
trade, decreed in a general court, that the profits, inftead of making a 
dividend thereof to their proprietors, fhould be added to their principal, 
or capital ftock, fo-as juft to double the.fame ; for-whereas their whole 
capital was, till now, only 369,891 : 5; every fhare of L5o was now 
made Lico, whereby: their new capital was. made up to.1739,782 : 10: 

A great part-of the wealthy and extenfive burgh of Souths aes 
deftroyed. this. year by a fudden fire, the houfes having then been 
moftly built of timber, lath, and plaiter. The legiflature Pore 
pointed commiffioners, by an act [29 Car. 15 c. 4) p ere 
fame, which was done all of brick walls, in a: more ful pee r B a 
and beautiful, manner, than before, as it full appears SNS SEN a 
Londen bridge to St. DIAGANELS ha pe Ee of Politcal aS 

In this year Sir William Petty wrote his’ trea 


4 


i ; at or a fmall fcak. 4 
* This obje&tion holds equally true againft all traders, whether z a i 5 
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written in the year 1677, we find, that in the preceding year, 1676 
there went thither. from England 102 fhips: for the cod fifhery there, 
cach fhip having 20 guns, and carrying 18 boats, and for each boat five 
men, in all g180 men. Their convoy. was two fhips of war. And the 
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: -haps all his computations and inferences are ; 
et; as he ea well verfed in the theory of i 
a E avail ourfelves of fome of his ufeful remarks 0 
in England, from the year 1636, to the year 1676, viz. 

That in that fpace the taxes and public levies in our three kinog 
have been much greater than at any time before, and yet the fad ae 
doms have gradually increafed in wealth and ftrength, Ing. 

1. With refpeét to houfing, the ftreets of London thew it to he doubl 
the value of what it was 40 years before. And they have alfo increaf € 
therein at Newcaftle, Yarmouth, Norwich, Exeter, Portfmouth E 
Cowes. In Ireland alfo, at Dublin, Kingfale, Colerain, and LIRA. 
derry. te : 

2. With refpect to fhipping, the navy is now triple or quadruple of 
what it was 40 years ago, and before the Sovereign was built. The 
fhipping of Newcaftle is now about 80,000 tons, and could not then be 
above a quarter of that quantity ; firft, becaufe London is doubled in 
people ; fecondly, becaufe the ufe of coals is at leaft doubled, they be- 
ing heretofore feldom ufed in chambers, as now they are; nor were 
there fo many bricks burnt with them as of late; nor did the country 
on both fides the Thames make ufe of them as now. 

Above 40,000 ton of fhipping are employed in the Guinea and Ame- 
rican trade, which trade in thofe days was inconfiderable. The quan- 
tity of wines imported was not then near fo great asnow. And, in 
fhort, the cuftoms did not then yield one third of the prefent value. 

3. The number and fplendour of coaches, equipages, and houfehold- 
furniture, have much increafed fince that period. 

4. The poftage of letters is increafed from one to twenty *. 

5. And his majefty’s revenue is now tripled. ; 

6. The money coined during the ufurpation, being called in after 5, 
reftoration, was found to be about one feventh part of the whole cafh o; 
the nation ; and as it amounted to L800,000, and fome hoarded money 


was not brought in at all, the whole cafh of England may be eftimated 
at fix millions. : 


quite i 
Tamer 
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Another attempt was now made to difcover a north-eaft paflage. a 

duke of York, who was on all occafions a zealous friend to pee 
and navigation, obtained the ufe of a king’s fhip, which he, 


* This furely is exaggerated. 4. e Unite j ES A 
Sir William Petty [p. 13, ed. 1690] fays, ¢ the oe ae z 1g ee 
* very poftage of letters colt the people, perhaps, Hamburgh, Denmark, Swe- o 
75 0,C00 perannuin, though farmed at much lefs.? den, Dantzick, 5 Es 
= The following calculation of the fhipping of Spain, Portugal, Italy, &¢- OSS 
Hurope, made by Sir William, [ f. 5] ought not : ce gia 
to be omitted in this work, gaont gi 
England, (perhaps he includes Scotland and Total thipping of Europe, Pile 
Jreland) - - =i 


500,000 tons. 
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oy » Sir Jofeph Williamfon, Sir John Banks, and others; fitted out, 
cee r with another fhip bought by them, under the command of 
aptain Wood. The hope of effecting a difcovery was revived by new 
reports and arguments circulated at this time, fome of which had little 
or no foundation, as, 1ft, whales had been found on the coaft of Corea 
near Japan, with Englifh and Dutch harpoons fticking in them *; od. 
20 years before, fome Dutchmen had failed within one degree of the 
north pole, and found it temperate weather there ; and therefor William 
Barents, the Dutch navigator, who wintered at Nova Zembla, in 1506. 
fhould have failed farther to the north before turning eaftward, in which 
cafe faid they he would not have found fo much obftruétion from the 
ice ; 3d, two Dutch fhips had lately failed 300 leagues to the eaftward 
of N ova Zembla ; but their Eaft-India company had ftifled that defign, 
as againft their intereft. The veffels doubled the North cape, and came 
among much ice and drift-wood, in 76 degrees of latitude, fteering to 
the coaft of Nova Zembla, where the king’s fhip ftruck upon the rocks, 
and was foon beat to pieces ; and Captain Wood, in the other fhip, Te- 
turned home, with an opinion, that fuch a paflage was utterly imprac- 
ticable, and that Nova Zembla is a part of the continent of Greenland. 
1677.—The people and parliament of England, being juftly alarmed 
at the great progrefs of the French conquefts in the Spanith Nether- 
lands, the houfe of commons requefted the king to make alliances, in 
order to fecure the Spanifh Netherlands, in the prefervation of which 
they told him, in the beginning of the year 1677, both his and their 
interefts were highly concerned. They addrefled him twice again on 
this fame account; and although his fecret engagements with the 
French king, for the worft of purpofes, (viz. to eftablifh an abfolute 
power over his people, and the popifh religion) were too ftrong to in- 
cline him ferioufly to break with him, yet the cries of his people made 
him, in part, outwardly comply with thofe repeated addreffes ; and the 
parliament now granted him L584,coo for building 30 fhips of war, in 
order to provide for the nation’s fafety. In the mean time, whilft he 
was plunged in pleafures, and remained quite unconcerned, Louis (who 
knew his indolence) took the cities of Valenciennes, Cambray, and St. 
Omer, whereby the reft of the Spanifh Netherlands was left open on all 
fides. The king was again requefted to enter into an offenfive alliance 
with the Dutch, and to declare war againft France, which he flatly re- 


* This is no infallible proof that hips could get navigated, or furveyed, it is now perfectly well 
thither by a north-eaft paflage, although whales known, that no one veffel can ever be expected to 
might. Æ. make a clear paflage along the whole coalt, and 

The late improvements in geography have fhewn into the Pacific ocean. See Coxe’s Account Ms 
that the paflage between Afia and America is no- Ruffian difeqveries Been tia and America, an 
where ob{lruéted by land. But though every part Pallas's New northern colleQions. II. 
of the north coat of Europe and Adia has been 
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fufed, and therefor adjourned them till winter, and afterwards till: Apni 
; ora i 
In February 1667, N. S.) King Charles concluded a treaty of 
merce with France, the fubftance whereof follows. ~~ Com, 
Articles I and 11) Both nations may reciprocally traffic to:al] counts 
with whom they hall refpectively be at peace; and in cafe one of he 
contraGting parties fhall be at war with another nation, that Mall nv” 
hinder the other party from trading to.that other country with the hee 
merchandize as they might do.in time of peace, contraband goods ie 
cepted. Hie ; 
TH) Contraband merchandize are defined to: be all impl 
war, and alfo faltpetre, horfes, and their harnefs.. | 
IV) But not only every thing for the fupport: and conveniency of 
life, but gold and filver, coined or uncoined, are declared not to be o 
traband ; and alfo (which was {till kinder for France). hemp, flax, pitch, 
cordage, fails, anchors, mafts, boards, and wood, wrought of all forts of 
trees, and that. ferve for building of fhips,. or the repair of them, fhal] 
remain free, in {uch fort, that the fubjects of France may not only tranf- 
port the fame from any neutral place to any other neutral place, or even 


ements: for 


‘ to any place at enmity with the king of Great Britain ;. or from a place 


that is an enemy to a place that is neutral-; or, laftly, from a place be- 
longing to the enemies of the faid king to another alfo belonging to 
his enemies, whether thofe ports be under the obedience of one prince 
or flate, or of feveral, with one or all of. which the king of Great Britain 
may be at war. And the like on the fide of the moft chriftian king; 
excepting, however, towns actually befieged. or invefted. i 
V) French thips coming into.the ports of Great Britain, and intending 
to go thence elfewhere, fhall be detained. no longer than to exhibit their 
patlports. And if the French fhips be met in open fea. by Britith fhips 
of war, the later, keeping at a diftance, may fend a boat on board the 
French hips, and put only two or three men on. board,- to the end that 
the mafter or owner may exhibit to them his paflport, after which Boy 
fhall freely proceed on their voyage ; and the like for the fubjects of, the 
king of Great Britain. i Aio 
VI) French fhips pafling to a country at enmity with Great Britain, 
mecting with a Britifh thip of war in their paflage ; and, in like man" 
ner, the fhips of Britith fubjeds meeting a French fhip of war, le 
they are going to a place at enmity with France, muft not only ies 
their paffports, but alfo their authentic certificates, to the end it J 


known, whether there are any contraband goods therein, &c. d to a 
VII) Yet if there fhould be found any fuch therein, configne en oF 
enemy's port, the fearchers 


- y g » 
camy are not to go under deck, no! a Pa the 
ax into any chefts, bales, cafks, &c. nor to take any thing ° 


aes he pre 
ort, and a juft inventory taken, 12 t p 
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oT barter ed, till after a fair trial, and a fentence pronounced for confif- 
cation ; in which confifcation the hull of the veflel, and the lawful mer- 
‘chandize found therein, fhall not be comprifed. ' : 

VII) French merchandize, found in {hips of the enemies of Great 
Britain, fhall be liable to forfeiture, though not contraband. And on 
the contrary, the merchandize of the enemies of the king of Great Bri- 
tain are not to be forfeited, if found in French fhips, although the faid 
merchandize make up the beft part of the lading of fuch thips, but ftill 
with an exception of contraband goods, which, when taken, are to be 
difpofed of as in the preceding article. In like fort, Britifh merchan- 
dize found in thips of the enemies of France, fhall be liable to confifca- 
tion, though not contraband ; and, on the contrary, the merchandize 
of the enemies of France fhall not be confifcated, if found in Britifh' 
fhips, although they be the greateft part of the lading, contraband goods’ 
ftill excepted. And, in order to prevent a new war that may happen,” 
from injuring the fubjeéts of that crown that fhall be at peace, it is 
agreed, that the fhips of the new enemies, laden with merchandize be- 
longing to the crown that fhall be at peace, fhall not be forfeited, if lad- 
en therewith before the end of the term of fix weeks after the déclara- 
tion of the war, between the Soundings and the Naze of Norway; two’ 
months between the Soundings and Tangier ; two months and an half 
in the Mediterranean ; and eight months in all other parts of the world. 
In like fort, French goods taken in the fhips of the new enemies of 
Great Britain fhall not be confifcated under this pretence, but fhall be 
reftored to the owners, unlefs they had been put on board after the end 
of the terms above noted. However, contraband goods muft not be 
carried into the enemy’s ports: and, reciprocally, Britith effe@s, found 
in fhips of the new enemies of France, fhall not be forfeited under that 
pretence, but fhall be forthwith reftored to the owners, unlefs put on- 
board after the end of the terms before {pecified ; contraband goods, as 
before, excepted. pe A 

IX, X) Ships of war fhall do no injury to merchant fhips ; and the 
commanders of privateers fhall, for this end, give fecurity to the amount 
of Lrs5oo fterling, or 33,000 livres. 

XI XID Both kings agree to do juftice in refpećt of prizes; and 
when their minifters complain of unjuft fentences pronounced concern- 
ing prizes, a re-examination thereof fhall be had within one month, and 
a frefh fentence {hall be pronounced in three months after. j 

XII) When a fuit is commenced between the N a Pa ag 
the reclaimers, if fentence be pronounced in favour a the reclaim 
it fhall be immediately put in execution, upon A ORE is $ tae 
an appeal to an higher court be made: but this fall not be 


again{t the re-claimers. 
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XIV, XV) Captors of prizes fhall be feverely punithed who ae 
matters, &c. of thofe prizes with any kind of cruelty, as fhall thofe ig 
be, who fhall take commiffions from the enemies of either king, aa fo 
der to take prizes from his fubjects *. . ore 

A new company, under the pompous title of The company 
fiery, of England, was incorporated this year. The duke of 
earl of Danby, lord treafurer, and many other lords, gent] 
merchants, were partners. The king beftowed on them in 
all the privileges enjoyed by any former company, with pow. 


York, the 
emen, and 
perpetuity 


5 : er to pur- 
chafe lands, and a premium, to be continued for feyen years, of Lo 


for every dogger or bufs they fhould buildand fit out, to be paid oy 
ie Renee che port of London. The {tock at firft was B 
to which there was added L1600. But this {mall capital was exhaufted 
in the purchafe and equipment of feven buffes, fome of which, with 
their cargoes, were taken by the French: and the company, having run 
eonfiderably in debt, found themfelves obliged to difpofe of their re- 
maining buffes and ftores in the year I 680. Yet in the year 1683 Sir 
Edward Abney and feveral others joined in a new fubfcription, under 
the privileges and immunities of this company’s charter. But their at- 
tempt alfo came foon after to nothing. It being perfeverance alone that 
is ever likely to bring a general fifhery in England to a ftate of perfec- 
tion, much time and patience will be required, and many loffes and, 
difappointments muft: be born with ; which feems not to be the cafe 
of all, or any, of our attempts for eftablifhing a general fifhery. 
There having been many doubts and objections ftarted about this 
time againft the Eaft-India company of England, and particularly a; 
famous printed anfwer in the year 1676, from a barrifter of the Temple, 
to a country gentleman’s fuppofed letter to him on this fubject, difuad- 
ing him from longer trufting his children’s fortunes in Eaft-India bonds; 
becaufe as they were not an exclufive company by act of parliament, 
they could not legally aé&t as fuch, and were therefor liable to be: over- 
turned, or annihilated, &c. A very judicious anfwer came-out to os 
in the year 1677, intitled, ‘ the Eaft-India trade a moft profitable ca £ 
‘to the kingdom; and. beft fecured and improved in a company, a0 p 
‘ Joint ftock : reprefented in a letter, written upon the occafion; of twe: 


rr) ra bes ibi pa / w 
The perufal of this treaty of commerce, and- cially remark, that, the tranferibing ol seth 
cS) ae am ne Dutch under the year 1668, to- treaties of this kind does but {well our Begs 
getier w e ie $ . . A . rn whe en i 
g th seis Vother fubfequent ones, fufficiently ia- much inftrnéting the reader, when, i nce for 1: 
licates the importance of them, as well as the ex- very lateft treaty with a nation, (as Fra nt Wars, 
pediency of commanders in the royal nay 


3 y, and ft i : we have had frequen’ riin 
thofe of merchant hips, and of higher sable alfo, nae z Ehon effentially repeal all pre 
being well acquainted with fuch treaties, which GY which we Dare mention, tO prevent eater a 
we have abridged as much as poble, confiftent tion which fome might ftart, to Our mt done) 4 
with retaining the entire fenfe and import of every ing (as Savary, Pottlethwayte, &c. have 

article thercof. Yet, after all, we muft here fpe- thofe obfdlete aS injudicioully: A 
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* letters, lately publithed, infinuating the contrary.’ (Poffibly by Sir 


Jofiah Child.) 

His general pofitions are, ‘ 

That the Eaft-India trade takes off a confiderable quantity of our 
native commodities and manufactures. 


It fupplies us cheaply with the moft neceflary commodities for our 
own con{fumption. 

‘Tt brings us fome commodities for our further manufacture] 

It furnifhes large quantities of goods for foreign markets. 

It employs a great number of Englifh thipping. : 

It occafions the building of more fhips of burden and force, fit for 
warlike fervice and defence of the kingdom, than any other trade what- 
ever. 

It brings in a confiderable revenue to the king’s cuftoms, and the 
greateft addition to the kingdom’s ftock. 

Thus evinced. 

It employs, in a dire& courfe, to and from India 30 to 35 fhips from 
300 to 600 tons burthen ; and in feven years paft there have been built, 
new from the ftocks, 26 to 28 fhips from 350 to 600 tons each: where- 
by there is a very large addition of ftrength for defence of the king- 
dom, as thofe fhips, equipped in a warlike manner, will carry from 40 
to 60, and 70 guns each *. s 

The exports of the company in one year (viz. part of 1674 and 
and 1675) may be about L430,000, whereof about L320,000 in bul- 
lion, and about Lı 10,000 value in cloth and other goods. 

The returns from India for that adventure are calico, pepper, falt- 
petre, indigo, filk (raw and wrought), drugs, &c.; which, on fale in 
England, produce at leaft L860,000, and often as much more. 

The amount of cuftoms, freight, and all other charges, of officers, 
warehoufes, carts, lighters, porters, &c. is altogether as much the king- 
dom’s ftock as the clear profit added to the company’s ftock is. 

So that there is, in a plain and direct way, added to the {tock of the 
kingdom by the company’s trade in one year, if no accident inter- 
vene, L430,0c0, deducting, however, about L60,000, being the charges 
in India for the maintenance of factors, factories, forts, garrifons, nego- 
tiations with princes; &c. 

The private trade, allowed by the company to owners of fhips, com- 
manders, and feamen, as well as to their factors, &c. for diamonds, 
pearls, mufk, ambergris, &c.; for which there may be a oP 
ed, in goods, about 40,000 or L50,000, and in Pu ee oe 
to L100,000, yields at home in returns L250,000 to 1,300,000, 0 


* Tt appears that the very larget of the India hips at that time were {maller than any India fhip 15 
at prefent. M. 
4E 
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here is L130,000 farther addition to the flock of the kingdo 
together making L500,000, annually added to the nation’ flock peoh 
Faft-India commerce, befides all the confequences depend Y the 


m, 


l . ing 
thereupon, which come next to be confidered. & farther 
For illuftration hereof, let us confider the ftate of our Eatin 
trade in the confequences depending thereupon, viz, “India 


In reference to the exports, principally of fo great a quantit 
and filver; what is very obvious, 1s, that if in any fo 
L100,000 exported in bullion brings back as much merch 
ing re-exported to other foreign parts brings home 
L250,000, that muft be a gainful commerce to the nation, 

The goods annually exported, amounting to Lr 10,000, confift of 
L6o,o00. or L70,000 in Englifh goods, as drapery, tin, and lead and 
the reft is in foreign commodities. Our lead, it is true, might be taken off 
by other European nations, although we had no trade to India ourfelyes: 
but the drapery and tin, amounting to L50,000 (which now gains 
50,000 to the nation), would not be taken off at all; for no other na- 
tion carries Englifh cloth to India; and for tin, there are great quan- 
tities of it in fome parts of India. . : 

There may be annually confumed in England nearly to the value of 
L200,000, L230,000, or L240,000, in India goods, viz. about L6ooo in 
pepper, L30,000 in faltpetre, L30,000 in filks, raw and manufactured, 
Li60,000 in calicoes, and about L1o,000 to L15,000 in indigo and 
other drugs*. All the reft of the returns above mentioned, amounting 
to L630,000 value, are tranfported to foreign markets, as is alfo maoft 
part of the private trade. The pepper I reckon at 8d per pound weight 
(fo neceflary a fpice for all people), which formerly coft us 3/4 pe 
pound, being nowhere to be had but in India; and were we obliged to 
have it from the Dutch, they would probably raife it as high as they 
do their other fpices: yet, fuppofing it fo low as 1/4 per pound, 1t 
would be a farther annual expenfe of L6000 to the nation. b 

 Saltpetre is of that abfolute. neceffity, that without it we oul i 
‘without the means of defending ourfelves. Poflibly, even ifi we E 
no Indian trade, we might in time of peace purchafe it, ea e 
would coft us: double what it now does. But, in cafe of war ple 
could we have fufficient ? not furely from our enemies. Or, woul = 
‘gentlemen, citizens, and farmers, be willing to have their, cellars n 
FOO dug up (as in King Charles I’s reign), and be deprived sic 
dom in their own houfes, expofed and laid open to faltpetre MER : 
method would be, befides, far {hort of entirely fupplying Us: 

Raw filk we might poffibly be fupplied with from other pa 


3 * There is. here no mention of-tea or coffee. 
1 : 
for the former, and the later was imported only b 


j Ly of gold 
regn trade 
andize, as þe. 
L200,0co or 


- 


rts, though 
eto China 


The company:had not yet fettled a trad 
y the Turkey company- 
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not fo cheap as from India. And India-wrought filks ferve us inftead 


of fo much Italian and French filks, which would coft us almoft triple 


the par of Indian’ filks; to the kingdom’s lofs of above L20,000 
yearly. 

Calicoes ferve inftead of the like quantity of French, Dutch, and 
Flemith, linen, which would coft thrice as much: hereby 2 or L300,000 
1s yearly faved to the nation. And if the linen manufacture were fettled 
in Ireland fo as to fupply England, our calicoes might be tranfported to 
foreign markets *, 

Indigo is neceflary for dying and perfecting our own manufactures, 
And the other drugs, &c. brought from India, are inconfiderable. 

The value’ of L630,000 in India goods of the company’s, and 200,000 
value of private traders, are tranfported yearly to France, Holland, 
Spain, Italy, Turkey, &c. whereby thofe trades are the better carried 


‘on by the Englith to a farther advantage of the kingdom, and cannot 


be calculated to yield lefs than ten per cent clear profit, being L83,000 

yearly: yet, as fome part may be exported by ftrangers, I fhall eftimate 
the net profit at only L60,000, being fo much farther addition to the 
nation’s ftock. And here, by the way, it may be obferved, that the 
kingdom hath a greater advantage, when the trade is driven by the Eng- 
lifh merchant, than when it is carried on by ftrangers, feeing all the- 
profit arifing by the trade of the one is brought back to England ; 
whereas the profits of the others remain abroad. This I note for re&ti-- 
fying the miftake of. fome, who fay, it is all one to the kingdom, fo the: 
trade be carried on, whether it be by the Englith or by ftrangers; as alfo 

to evince, that it is the nation’s intereft to. encourage the king’s fubjećts: 
in their trade preferably to-f{trangers. ; 

The India goods are exported in Englith fhipping, whereby much em- 
ployment is given to our own fhips ;. the very freight of which, being. 
about 5000 tons, cannot amount to lefs than L20,000, being fo much. 
farther addition to the kingdom’s ftock. : f 

From all thefe confiderations there will arife a full and clear anfwer 
to the objection made againft this trade, becaufe of the quantities of 
gold and filver exported to India. And thus the fending out of our 
treafure increafeth. it: whereas to coop it up would render it wholely 
ufelefs: Had we all the gold and filver in the world, if it were abfo- 
lurely kept and confined within this kingdom, it would neither in- 
creafe our trade, nor render us more formidable in ftrength and power. 
If fome other foreign trades do waite and confume our treafure, a È 
find out expedients to prevent it. But, in the meantime, 1t cay i e 
deftrućtive to ftop the current of our real fupplies of it, 2. hich 
in upon, or obftructing, the courfe of the Eaft-India trade, by which, 1f 


ë This is now in our time happily verified and T # 
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the kingdom had not been fupplied, all its treafure might, ere this, h 
been exhaufted. „haye 

Next, that the Eaft-India trade cannot fo well be fec 
proved, for the benefit and advantage of the kingdom, in fay aa 
way, as by a company 1n a joint {tock 3 let it be confidered, er 

That no other nation trades thither otherwife than by 
except the Portuguefe, who are now almoft beaten out of the trade, 

It is well known that “prefents are to be made to kings, prine 
and governors, of India, for obtaining licence to traffic there. ne 
there is alfo a neceffity of hiring fome great houfe for fecuring their 
perfons and goods there, at each refpećtive place. 

Our company has been at vaft charges and hazards’ for obtain. 
ing freedom of trade, and many great privileges and immunities, both 
from the great mogul, and very many other kings, princes, and gover. 
nors; and likewife for the fecurity of their factors, eftates, and tra Aen 
alfo to purchafe, build, and maintain, great houfes and ftorehoufes in al] 
the places of their refidences, called factories; and in fome places, as at 
Fort St. George, Bombay, and St. Helena, to make confiderable fortifi- 
cations, and to keep large garrifons. ; 

If therefor this trade fhould be left entirely open, fo as every one 


u red and i 


a joint flock 
? 


of open trade, from the year 1653 to 1657 ; in which time the Engl 

_ began to lofe their antient honour and efteem, and many ane oes 
and wrongs were put upon them by the kings and governors ee 

forcing the Englifh to fell their goods, and to take others at fuch PP 


Í l ou 

by outvying and underfelling one another in thofe four years, p ae 
the trade to be often a lofing one, and at beft but feldom a ee, the 
Tt was from the confideration of thefe and many other diforde rivate 
ed that 
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y worth 130 per cent; though fuch were then the 


humours and fancies of people, that it was adtually fold at about 70 per 


cent. Yet fince then the value of the ftock has advanced to 245 per 
cent. ; 


From this fhort view of things 
confideration of all judicious perfons, whether it be not inconfiftent 


the ftock was reall 


(fays our author), I leave it to the 


with the kingdom’s intereft, and irrational and unjuft, to lay open the 
Eafl-India trade. Inconfiftent with the public intereft, to part with or 
hazard the lofs of all thofe places of ftrength, and thofe privileges the 
company enjoys, but which cannot be maintained in an open trade ! 
Irrational, to make a fecond trial, after fo many inconveniences expe- 
rienced by the firt! and unjuft, to deprive the prefent fubfcribers in 
the Eaft-India ftock of their future advantages, who have run fo many 
hazards, and been: at fuch vaft expenfes, for promoting and fecuring the 
trade! 

With refpe@ to what the barrifter’s letter alleges, viz. that the Eaft- 
India trade fhould be managed by what is called a regulated company, 
as our Turkey trade is; it certainly cannot be fo well fecured and im- 
proved for the kingdom’s advantage by a regulated, as by a joint-ftock, 
company; for the following reafons : 

1ft, Almoft every place in India is under a diftiné raja or king: and 
confidering that other European nations are ftill watching all opportu- 
nities of inftilling into thofe rajas contemptuous thoughts of the Eng- 
lifh for their own ends, this renders it abfolutely neceflary to have fre- 
quent applications to, and treaties with, thofe kings; and that the Eng- 
lifh fhould appear to them with fome port and grandeur, as being able 
to carry on a confiderable trade with them, and to force them to a per- 
formance of their treaties and agreements. The ftate of affairs in Tur- 
key is far otherwife, where there is but one prince with abfolute domi- 
nion: fo that, by one ambaflador at court, and two or three confuls at 
refidences of commerce to hold correfpondence with him, all matters 
for the fecurity of the trade may be tranfacted. + <3 

All which being duely premifed, all well-wifhers to England, it is 
prefumed, would defire to have the forts, factories, and privileges, in 
India, which, by the prefent joint ftock of the Eaft-India company have 
been obtained, purchafed, and fettled, at the expenfe of perhaps 
L300,000 (and whereof the proprietors of the faid joint soy ae at 
prefent the owners and pofleffors), to be maintained and pre one ie 
‘our nation ; as alfo, that the faid places of ftrength, howls an Pa a 
leges, being juftly the property of the faid joint flock, ey ought wh 
to be divefted thereof without an equitable compenfation, ev es a mg a 
as if it were within the kingdom of England. And that t 8 a. 
ing trade to India fhould both give fuch compenfation an ma TP 
the growing charge. And as the prefent defign of fome is, i 
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‘int ftock fhould ceafe and determine, after getting in w 
abis they have abroad ; and that the trade, for the fiend font 


be carried on by particular perfons, accordin g as every one thould Me ld 
good to adventure, without limitation, either in quantity, quality, on 
the prices of goods fent out, or returned home: yet, that there fioul 
be a company legally eftablifhed, to be empowered to raife impofiti 
on the trade, for maintaining the faid forts, factories, and Privileges RS 
the equal benefit of all Englifh people trading to India; alfo to riche 
treaties with kings and governors in India as formerly; and alfo a 
of fuch impofitions, to allot a proportion, probably not lef alee 
L10,000 per annum, for the loan of the faid places and Privileges; ang 
the reft of the money to be employed for the charge of the future go- 
vernment, and for treaties, &c. upon the plan of the Turkey company, 
Now, let it be confidered, how infufficient this propofed method is 
for fecuring this trade to the Englifh nation, in comparifon of the pre- 
fent oné, wherein there is a fund of at leaft a million: fterling conftant. 
ly engaged for the neceflary defence of the trade. And it will furely 
be found difficult to know what proportion to lay, by way of impof- 
tion, as depending arbitrarily on the humour of particular perfons, whe- 
ther they will trade or not, and for what value. Infomuch that there 
will be a certain expenfe, and an uncertain revenue... And it may fre- 
quently happen, that the former may be the greater, and the later the 
leaft: and this too, perhaps, in a time of war; when, there being little 
trade, there will be little to be raifed by way of impofitions ; becaufe, 
when hazards are great, few will care to adventure ; whereby all may 
fall into the enemy’s hands. : 
The barrifter infinuates, in the clofe of his letter, that the Eaft-India 
trade might be fo managed, under a regulation, that five times the 
trade might be gained, and the prices of our own manufactures of 
cloth, &c. advanced by the multitude and freedom of buyers; and the 
price of goods imported much leffened to the Englith, and much more 
trade gained with India commodities to other parts of the world ! 
- But Lam of a contrary opinion ; 
For, 1f, how probable is it, that private traders in a regulated A 
pany fhould gain fo much as (and far lefs five times more than) a een 
{tock company? Thofe fuppofed trades to be gained. are chiefly a 
trades to China and Japan ; where indeed our trade, once well {errr 
might take off more of our woollen manufactures, and might ret a 
gold, filver, and copper, in fome meafure to fupply the trade f° 
rote oF India, without exporting fo much treafure from Europe: 
thote trades are not fo eafily gained as fome may fancy *; an ¢ mpi 
all by the ftocks of private perfons. As the prefent Ea India ¢° 


pare 
This thews that we had as yet no trade with China. - <4- 
1 
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ena Joint ftock, have in vain made frequent trials 
to gain thofe trades: yet, with China, the company, after many at- 


ny, even with fo great a 


tempts and expenfes, are in hopes to fucceed; but, with refpect to 
Japan, only one undertaking for the gaining the trade to it proved in- 
effectual, with the lofs of no lefs than L 50,000, which great fum 
would have undone private adventurers, As to what.our barrifter fug- 
gefts, that a regulated company would advance the price of our manu- 
factures by the multitude and freedom -of buyers, and alfo leflen the 
price of goods imported to the Englifh, &c. upon a due and ferious 
examination, it will be found, according to the true maxims of trade, 
and dictates of reafon, to be quite otherwife. For, who is there that 
hath in any Competent degree {tudied and confidered trade in reference 
to the kingdom’s intereft, but knows that all buying and felling at home 
from one to another is but a mere changing of hands, neither add- 
ing to, nor diminifhing, the nation’s {tock or wealth. It is dear felling, 
or rather the felling of great quantities of our native commodities and 
manufactures, in foreign parts, and our cheap purchafing of commodi- 
ties in foreign countries, whereby our kingdom is enriched. For if we 
do but confider the confequence of this barrifter’s pofition, it will clear- 
ly appear, that particular Englifhmen, traders to India, vying upon one 
another in the buying of cloth, &c. in England, may for a year or two 
raife the prices in England; and, on the other hand, they may lower 
the prices and underfell one another, to get off their goods in India, 
and make returns ; fome, perhaps, felling cheaper than the prime coft, 
whiift others may not be able to put off their goods, and fo perhaps let 
their fhips return dead freighted, &c. What probability is there then 
of their continuing to fend any thereafter, or that the exportation of 
our Englifh manufactures fhould increafe ? whereas the prefent joint- 
{tock company have fo well managed their trade, that from one hun- 
dred to four hundred cloths at moft, formerly exported, they now an- 
mually export four thoufand whole broad cloths and- upwards. And 
with ref{pect to goods imported from India; the multitude of buyers in 
India raifing the prices there, and of fellers in England leffening the 
prices here, cannot but be very contrary to the kingdom’s intereft. Be- 
caufe not above one fourth part of the India goods imported are con- 
fumed in England, the other three fourth parts being exported to fo- 
reign. parts. Now, if the prices of what is confumed in England be 
lowered, the like muft inevitably follow for the other three fourths ex- 
ported: fo that the nation really lofes by the cheap felling of India 
commodities in England, and our real intereft is to buy cheap in In- 
dia,-and fell dear in Europe. With refpect to the building of thips of 
great burden, fo much for the public intereft, it cannot be imagine 
that private perfons can effect the fame in proportion to what the joint- 


ftock company has done. 
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‘oint-ftock company is moreover far more national. w; 
ete aes of eons who have benefit thereby, ce 
could be under a regulation : for then, none could trade 
merchants who underftand trade, and only fuch as have 
and are able to lie two years at leaft out of their money. So th 
_ trade would be confined into a few hands (100 or 150 at mo J Wh the 

as in the joint-{tock, noblemen, clergymen, gentlemen, widows, or E 
fhop-keepers, and all others, may have ftocks there, and reap eat z 
nefit thereby. Me 

There are at this day about 600 perfons, who appear.on the com 
ny’s books to be interefted in the Eaft-India ftock, and under chee 
may be, many more. cea 

This author alleges, that the true ground of the prefent company’s 
many enemies proceeds from their not having fubf{cribed at the begin- 
ning, nor yet afterwards, when the books were laid open, but are fince 
filled with envy at the company’s profperity. 

But whatever may have been the caufes of the difcontents againft 
that company, this advocate for them has faid fo much in favour of an 
exclufive joint ftock company to Eaft-India, as feems not eafy to be re- 
fated. We are moreover indebted to this able author’s 27 quarto 
pages for fundry very important hiftorical fads, which otherwife we 
fhould not perhaps have fo well known at this diftance.of time: which 

may well apologize for the length of what we may fairly denominate a 

complete fyftem of the Eaft-India company’s trade and conduct at that 
time, and alfo of the general theory of the commerce to India, which 
may be faid to be fuitable to all times and feafons: and we cannot but 
remark, that, as far as we are able to judge, whatever has fince this 
time been written and publifhed, even down to our own days, on the 
Eaft-India trade, contains nothing materially new, or which may noe 
be found to be comprehended in this very differtation ; although ‘all 
that has been fince that time publifhed for and againft the trade, and 
alfo againft an exclufive joint ftock, would fill up a large folio, were they 
all put together. 

1678.—The a& for burying the dead in woollen [18 Car: If, ¢. 4) 
not being duely obferved, it was repealed: and a new act [30 Gar = 
c. 3} directed that a regifter fhould be kept in every parifh by the fe i 
cumbent, or his fubftitute, certifying that every thing about the corb 
of the deceafed was made of fheep’s wool; of which an affidavit m- 
be made by the relation of the deceafed, and lodged with the ie v 
Pe nt, under the penalty of L5, a moiety whereof to go tO MePa the 
the parih, the other to the informer. , Neverthelefs, fuch 1 ay the 
vanity of many of the rich and great, that they continue to pay fine 
penalty, rather than not adorn their deceafed friend’s corpfe W1 : 
linen, lace, &c. though fo contrary to our true national intere™ 

2 
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pe 
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While we were wantonly, and without meafure, importing’ and ufing 
the produ& and manufactures of France, the wifer French miniftry 
were from time to time laying heavier duties upon the Englifh manu- 
factures and produ&; fo as thereby gradually to drive out of France 
the confumption of almoft all Englifh merchandize, as well as all other 
foreign commodities, by their tarifs of the years 1664, 1667, &c. 
Hereby the Englith foreign trade in general languifhed, rents fell, and 
all ranks began fenfibly to feel its bad effeéts.. Yet they at firft imput- 
ed this misfortune to a wrong. caufe; which made the merchants and 
traders petition the parliament againft the Eaft-India and Levant com- 
panies. Having at laft difcovered the true caufe, they made fuch ear- 
neft application to the parliament, as influenced the houfe of commons 
to come to a vote, ‘ that the trade with France was detrimental to the 
* kingdom.’ TheEnglithwerealfo at this time fo juftly incenfed againft the 
French king’s invafion and encroachmentsfrom time to time on the Spa- 
nifh Netherlands (and indeed, as far as he could, on all his other neigh- 
bours), that the parliament, in the beginning of this year 1678, pafled an 
act [30 Car. II, c.1] * for raifing money by a poll, &c. to enable his majetty 
* to enter into an actual war againft the French king ; and for prohi- 
‘ biting, for three years to come, and to the end of the fubfequent fet 
‘ fion of parliament, the importation into England of all French com- 
< modities whatever.” It was indeed more than’ time for England to 
interpofe, and fave the almoft expiring liberties of Europe ; whilft at 
the fame time fhe put fome ftop to an inundation. of French wines, 
brandies, filks, linen, paper, falt, and an innumerable variety of frip- 
pery, millinery, and haberdalhery wares, toys, &c. This prohibition, 
and that of the wear of Eaft-India manufactures, brought the general 
balance greatly in our favour in twenty years time. The authors of 
this time fay, that, till after this prohibition, the annual exports of Eng- 
land, on an average, did not exceed three millions fterling; but that in 
about twenty years after, the exports gradually increafed to near feven 
millions yearly ; which vaft increafe was principally ceeaftone dt by the 
great increafe and exportation of our own woollen, filk, linen, iron, and 
other manufactures, fince the prohibition of commerce with France ;. 
and partly alfo by the prohibition, fome years after enacted, of the wear 
of Eaft-India manufactures in England, and lilewife in part by the en- 
larged demand: from our own American colonies of all forts of manu- 
factures and neceflaries. 

In July an alliance was concluded between England E eee 
compelling the French king (in confequence Seca, el 
held at Nimeguen, eee ann eee Cees Conde 
to Spain the towns and forts of Gharle Nets ae aes 
To faa Condé, Valenciennes, St. E ae oat es a 
Limburg, &c. as alfo, all that had been 


z E 
Vor. II. 4 7 
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-and empire; to reftore alfo Lorrain to the duke of th 
king of Great Britain, for thofe ends, ftipulated to furnifh T ‘he 
more of naval force than the ftates-general, and the ftates to fae thing 
third more of land-forces in the Netherlands than King Cha ET One 

In Auguft was concluded a treaty, at Nimeguen, between Fran 
the ftates-general, under the king of Great Britain’s mediation and 
cerning which all that is needful to be recited is as follows, > Con. 

Article VIII) The town and chatellanie of Maeftrecht fh 
ed to the ftates-general of the United provinces. 

XII) The ftates- general engage to guarantee the prefent peace and 
-engagements which Spain is now making with France. And by a fe z 
rate article, France was to reftore to the prince of Orange his anne fi 
lity of that name, and his other dominions in France. ie 

On the fame day was alfo concluded, at Nimeguen, a treaty of com- 
-merce, navigation, and marine, between France and the ftates-general 
in fubftance as follows. / : 

Article VII) The fubjefts on both fides fhall pay no higher duties 
‘than the natives in general. iy 

IX) No refuge fhall be given in the ports of either party to fuch as 
{hall have taken any prizes from the other party ; but if driven thither. 
-by ftrefs of weather, they fhall depart as foon as poffible. 

XI) The loaded {hips of either party, driven by ftorm or otherwife 
into any port of the other party, fhall not be compelled to unload or fell 
their merchandize there. 

XIII, XIV, XV) The fhips of either party may freely traffic with 
the enemies of either of them, excepting with contraband merchan- 
dize, defined to be all implements of war, faltpetre, horfes, and their 
harnefs. 

XVI, XVII) But the following fhall not be deemed contraband 
goods; viz. corn and grain, beans, oil, wine, falt, and other things i 
the fuftenance of life; all which may be freely carried to an enon) 
unlefs to a place invefted or befieged. And fuch fhips defigned for A 
enemy’s port, and putting into any of the ports of either party, “i 
oy pi obliged to fhew their paffports, without being fearched oF 
tained. > 

The articles XX, XXI, XXII, are the fame as in the commer 
treaty of the year 1677, between England and France, relating a ee 
chant fhips met at fea by fhips of war of the other party, and W 
contraband goods may be found. 1. domi- 

, XXX) Either party may build, buy, or freight, in each other ifo fuch 
nions, any number of {hips for war, or for merchandize, a24 * 
ammunition as they fhall want. arty 

XXXI) Ships of either party, driven on the coafts of the other P? 
{hall be treated with juftice and humanity. ` ; 


at name 


all be Teftor. 
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Sep Pirates and exiles to meet with no protection on either fide. 
1I, XXXIV) Merchants may make ufe of fuch advocates in 
each other’s country as they fhall think fit ; and may keep their books 


of accounts in what language they fhall think beft : i 
tually fettle confuls therein. ; Wii E 


XXXV) Neither party fhall fuffer an 
to come and make prize, within their 
fubjects of the other. 

Pes) This treaty fhall be in force for twenty-five years to 

A feparate article relates to the 50 fols per ton upon ftrangers fhips 
fee out of the ports of France, viz. that this duty fhall not derogate 
from the equality, which in other refpedts is by the 7th article of this. 
treaty eftablifhed on both fides; but that Dutch {hips fhall pay the 50 
fols per ton as other nations do: but this fubfidy fhall be only paid by 
Dutch fhips at going out of the French ports, but not at their coming. 
in. And if loaded with falt, they fhall pay but half that duty.. And 
the ftates may, if they pleafe, lay a like proportional impofition on 
French fhips going out of their ports. 

On the 17th of September peace was figned at Nimeguen between 
Louis XIV of France and Charles II of Spain: but much fhort of what. 
was ftipulated to be obtained for Spain in the treaty between England 
and the ftates-general: for, only Charleroy, Binch, Aeth, Oudenard,. 
Courtray, St. Guiflain, and the duchy of Limburg, were reftored to. 

Spain, together with Ghent and. its citadel; and in Catalonia the city 
of Puicerda:. On the other. hand, Spain was obliged to cede to France, 
Valenciennes, Cambray, Condé, Bouchain, Aire; St. Omer, Ypres, War-- 
wick, Warneton, Poperingen, Bailleul, Caffel, Bavay, and Maubeuge, . 
with their. dependencies ; alfo the county.of Burgundy, with the city of. 
Befançon. Thus declining. Spain,. by. every treaty with France fince 
1659, was obliged to refign many noble and ftrong cities, and extenfive 
territories, being deferted by King Charles of England, whofe higheft - 
intereft and glory it would have been to fupport Spain againft the great-- 
ly increafing power of France. Soon after this unhappy peace, Louis, 
taking advantage of the very feeble ftate of Spain, feized the ftrong. 
city of Luxemburgh; and, moreover, he continually harafled the re-- 
mainder of the Spanifh Netherlands by pretended re-unions, contribu- 
tions, &c. F 

The peace at Nimeguen, between the emperor and empire and- 
France, was not formally figned till the 3d of February 1679 (N. S.):- 
yet, as it was ftill a part of the fame treaty of Nimeguen continued, we~ 


here giveits {ubftance briefly. 


y thip of war of another power 
ports, havens, or rivers, upon the 
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Article I1) The peace of Munfter, or Weftph 
is declared to be the bafis of this treaty. 

IV, V) France yields Philipfburgh to the empire, and the : 
Leopold yields Friburg to France. Mperor 

XII, XII, XIV, XV) The country of Lorrain to be req 


alia, in the Year 16,4 
4 


duke; only Nancy, its capital, fhall remain for ever united ‘Se to its 
which fhall alfo have ways half a league in breadth, to be fet rance; 
the French king and the duke, for the more cafy paflage of the sae 
troops through Lorrain to the. city of Nancy, and from Nancy ae 
face, allo from Nancy to Befangon, in Franche Compté. Whereby 
that unfortunate prince, for having fided with the emperor Hetil 
France, was defpoiled of his capital city, and the reft of his duchy now 
laid quite open to the armies of France at pleafure, in an unheard-of 
manner. ririk } 

It was alfo to be free for the French king to keep garrifons in the 
towns of Chaflelette, Huy, Verviers, Aix-la-Chapelle, Dueren, Linnick 
Nuys, and Zons, until peace fhould be concluded between him and Sure 
den, Denmark, Brandenburg, the bifhop of Munfter, and the princes 
of Lunenburg ; when they were to'be reftored to the empire. 

And thus alfo France gradually gained ground on the German em- 
pire, of which Lorrain, as well as Alface, formerly were parts, to the 
fill farther deftroying of the equilibrium of power in Europe. 

The French exclufive Senegal company was now erected, for the 
trade of gold duft, leather, wax, gums, &c. and it was confirmed in the 
year 1681 by the name of the royal Senegal company. But, being 
unable to pay their debts, they were diffolved in the year 1696. 

So rapid were the naval and commercial improvements of France at 
this time, according to the ingenious author of the work entitled 57i- 
tannia languens, that there were now forty French trading veflels for 
every one that there was twenty or thirty years before. The king 0! 
France alfo eftablifhed a fifhery to the great prejudice of ours: 4 

1679.—The fame author afferts, that the Dutch herring and cod fith- 
ery employed 8000 veflels and 200,000 failors and §fhers, whereby they 
annually gained five millions fterling ; befides their Iceland, Ce 
and Newfoundland, fifheries, and the multitude of trades and peop 
employed by them at home. a areni 

1680.—The Dutch Eaft-India company having aflifted the ae 
Materan, who ftiled bimfelf emperor of Java, againft two of his aie 
lious fons, he thereupon yielded up to the Dutch the towns of 
ban and Tarpa. canine 

This year feems to have been remarkable for new projects i Jand 
land, which were patronized by Prince Rupert duke of comha 
more ¢lpecially fuch as related to mechanics. We have 4 yellow metal 
much retembling gold, which in our days is ftill named prince > 
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as taking its name from him: and a water-mill was thereupon ereed 


on Hackney river for cafting cannon of that metal, which is known at 
this day by the name of Temple-mill. 


Another projeé was for a floating machine worked by horfes, for 


towing great fhips againft wind and tide. 

A third was a machine for. raifing ballaft, which was found inef- 
fectual. 

A fourth was a diving machine or engine, by the help of which, and’ 
good luck, Sir William Phipps brought home from the Weft-Indies 
near L2c0,060 fterling in pieces of eight, which he fifhed up out of the 
fea, where part of a Spanifh plate fleet had been loft. 

We have a ftate of the Englith Eaft-India company’s trade in this 
year, from a judicious anonymous work, entitled a Treatife wherein is 
demonftrated that the Eaft-India trade is the moft national of all foreign 
trades, &c. (London, 1681)* occafioned by the clamours ftill raifed 
againft that company, in order to have the trade laid open, viz. © laft 
t year’ (i. e. in 1680) < the company fent out for the coaft of Coro- 
mandel and the bay of Bengal, four three-deck fhips, viz. one of 530 
tons and 118 feamen, one of 600 tons and 120 feamen, one of 530 
tons and 106 feamen, and one-of 550 tons and 110 feamen. For 
* Surat and the coaft of India, three fhips more of 550, 530, and 450, 
‘tons. For Bantam, two fhips of 600 tons each. For the South feas + 
< and China, two fhips of 430 and 350 tons: in all eleven fhips, in 
< which there was a ftock of L479,946:15:6. And for the year 1681 
s they are fending out five fhips for Coaft and Bay, three for Surat and 
< the coaft of India, three for Bantam, and one great fhip for the South 
< fen and China: in all which there will be a ftock of above L6c0,000, 
‘ befides both which years exportations not yet returned, the company 
‘ has always a confiderable ftock left in the country to make and pro- 
‘ vide goods beforehand: befides likewife the value of their iflands, 
‘ towns, garrifons, houfes, buildings, ammunition, &c. And they may 
‘ have what money they will at 3 per cent, which will be the worft 
€ news of all in Holland.’ This is the firft time we find mention of the 

mpany fending a fhip to China. J : ; 

The ato adds, : tee the quick ftock of our Eaft-India company,’ 
by which he means their conftant exportations and importations, T 
«then more than that of the Dutch company, though the fock o € e 
‘ Jater fells at 450 per cent, while ours fells not above Bee Lag, 

On the other fide, the filk weavers of London PECL y ae is 
cefsfully petitioned the houfe of commons ee = ae 
filks, Bengals, &c. Mr. Polexfen, in his {peech, a , the 


é 


1k Sir Jofiah Child feems to have been the mitona dla 


* Erom the flile and fcope of the app the fas about Macalfar, Borneo, Java, kes 2 


+ By the South feas mutt be underftoo 
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t time confumed to the value ; of L300,000 yearly in thofe 
< manufadured goods, including printed and painted calicoes 

© clothes, beds, hangings, &c: that the company annually export a for 
£ 200,000 to L600,000 in bullion: that their trade is now nee rom 
< to near one quarter part of the whole trade of the nation: ¢ a 
‘ company find it more for their particular advantage to take UP fro . 
« 6 to L700,000 on their common feal for carrying on their trade ie, 
‘ to enlarge their capital ftock, thereby reaping to themfelves, not oa 
« the gains which they make on their own money, but likew} 


$ ; fe of the 
‘ treafure of the nation, allowing to the lenders 4 or 5 per cent * 


Eaft-Indi, 


: dividing amongft themfelves what they pleafe, which now, aie 
< thefe laft twelve or fifteen months has been go per cent. Ang up- 


on an exact inquiry, it will be found that this ftock is fo engrofled 
that about ten or twelve men have the abfolute management, and that 
about forty perfons divide the major part of the gains, which this laft 
year has been to fome one man L20,000, to others Lto,000 apiece,’ 

The Turkey company alfo preferred their ufual complaint againft. 
their importation of raw filk: fo between thofe two, the India com-. 
pany was neither to import raw nor wrought filks ; yet the grand com- 
mittee for trade, to whom that houfe referred it, did nothing material. 
at that time. 

We have fhewn, under the year 1676, that its capital ftock, by doubl-. 
ing, was then made up to L739,782: 10. ‘Thus we may fee how hard. 
it is to come at the real truth in difputes of any kind, and moft of all 
where property or intereft is affected. 

This year gave rife to the noble Englifh colony of Pennfylvania im 
North America. Sir William Penn, an admiral, had obtained a pro- 
mife from King Charles II of a grant of this country ; but he dying: 
foon after, his fon William Penn, an eminent quaker, anda gentleman: 
of great knowlege and true philofophy, had it granted to him at this: 
time, his charter being dated on the 28th of February 1680; and he 
defigned it for a retreat for the people of his religious perfuafion, then: 
made uneafy at home through the bigotry of fpiritual courts, &c. is 
Penn, therefor, carried thither with him a large embarkation of thofe. 
quakers, and was afterwards from time to time joined by many morg 
from Britain and Ireland.. At his firft arrival there, he found manyi 
Englith families, and confiderable numbers of Dutch and Sues 
who all readily fubmitted to his wife and excellent regulations, whit 
highly merit to be known by all perfons who would apply to gloria 
The true wifdom, as well as equity of his unlimited toleration ofa to 
ligious perfuafions, as well as his kind, juft, and prudent, treatmen 


* This, differs from the affertion of 


they 
ing have what money 
leafed at per cent. 4 the preceding author, that they could have wà 
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‘the native Indians; alfo his laws, policy, and government, fo endeared 
him to the planters, and fo widely fpread the fame of his whole econo- 
my, that his colony, though fo lately planted, is thought at this day 
to have more white people in it than any other on all the continent of 
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1 Feo of the dake of ae aa aa nd Pen, who wa 

-» afterwards King James II, two years 
after (1682) had a grant from his royal highnefs of the town and traé 
of Newcaftle, and the two lower counties on the great river Delaware 
part of his province of New-York : thefe are now called the counties of 
Newcaftle, Kent, and Suffex, and are no inconfiderable addition to his 
province of Pennfylvania. Mr. Penn’s beautiful and fuperb plan of his 
capital city of Philadelphia, ftill ftridtly followed to this day +, and draw- 
ing conftantly nearer to perfection, may ferve for a pattern to the rich- 
‘eft country on earth. At that city they conflantly build and employ 
many good fhips, thofe of even 500 tons may lie clofe to their wharfs. 
They trade to our fugar-colonies with their corn, peas, flour, bifket, 
beef, pork, fih, ftaves, peltry, lumber, horfes, &c. in exchange for fugar, 
rum, melafles, ginger, pimento, and foreign filver, &c. So greatly does 
this colony increafe in people, that it is thought already nearly to equal 
New-England, and that it will very foon furpafs it. It feems the land- 
ed gentlemen of many parts of Ireland, and particularly in the north of 
it, had raifed their rents fo high, that many of the tenants threw up 
their farms and withdrew to Pennfylvania, fo that about the year 1729 
fome thoufands of them went thither, and Englifh, Welfh, and Scots, 
and alfo many German proteftants, have at various times gone thither, 
who are generally well fettled, and are much employed in raifing hemp, 
flax, and other materials for our Britifh manufactures, as drugs for 
dyers, &c. ifon, and copper. They even carry their corn, fifh, ftaves, 
&c. as far as Italy, and returning to Britain, they there take in woollen, 
filk, and linen, for clothing, houfehold-furniture, hard-ware, and every 
thing elfe that is wanted for that colony. They get filver alfo by their 
clandeftine trade with the Spanifh main; and their trade in logwood, 
which they import into England, helps to pay for what they bring back. 
Thus the great evil of perfecution and reftraint, for innocent confcien- 
tious opinions, has once more proved the accidental occafion of peopling 
and improving one of the fineft provinces of Britifh America. 


y the original plan the city was to extend 
ae oi great eee Delaware weit to the fmaller 
river Skuylkil. But the buildings have long ago 
extended far beyond the plan on the fide of the 
Delaware, which is of fuch a depth, that the 
greateit merchant Mips can lay their fides to the 
wharfs ; while tney have fearcely extended half way 
to the Skuylkil, which is navigable only by imali 
craft, and bis fora few miles, ZZ 

I 


* Tt ought to be obferved, that Penn, though 
poffeffed of a grant from his fovereign, did not, 
like fome other founders of colonies, begin by ex- 
terminating the native proprietors of the country, 
but honeftly bought the territory from them for a 
fatisfactory price. The confequence was, that his 
colony lived in harmony, and enjoyed peace and a 
mutual intercourfe of trade and good offices, with 
the natives. M. 
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Tangier being befieged by the king ofi Morocco, King Charles 
meflage to the houfe of commons to recommend its prefery 
its importance to the Englifh commerce in the Mediterranean 
the two millions already expended on it would be entirely thr 
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unlefs fpeedy and effectual fupplies were granted for its relief. Buea 
commons in an addrefs to the king, inftead of granting this, řeprefent 


ed, inter alia, that Tangier had been feveral times under the co 
of popith governors, and its garrifon in a great degree made Up o 
officers and foldiers, as alfo that the money given for it had been mik 
applied, wherefor they could not grant a fupply for Tangier, wnlef 
they might be aflured, that thereby they did not augment the ftrength 
of their popith adverfaries. Thus the jealoufy entertained by the par- 
liament and nation, that the king intended this place for a curb on 
their religion and liberties, prevented its being duely fupplied, and oc. 
cafioned, as we fhall fee, its being abandoned foon after. 

= 1681.—At a parliament at Oxford, which fat but feven days, the 
houfe of commons firft refolved to print their votes, which has been 
continued ever fince, very much to the benefit and fatisfaction of the 
public, and particularly beneficial in commercial affairs. 

As far back as about the year 1670, the Englifh Levant, or Turkey, 
company began to complain of the Eaft-India company, on account of 
the great quantities of raw filk they imported from India, which had 
formerly been imported folely from Turkey. And in the year 1681 
the Turkey company made a formal complaint to the king’s council, 
whereupon a hearing enfued. The fubftance of that company’s allega- 
tions, and the Faft-India company’s anfwers, being printed this year, are 
as follow, viz. 

I) The Turkey company have, for near an hundred. years paft, es- 
ported thither great quantities of woollen manufactures and other Eng- 
lilh wares, to the great enriching of this nation, and do now more e{pe- 
cially carry out thither to the value of about Ls00,000 fterling yearly: 
im return for which, the goods imported are raw filks, galls, grogram- 
yarn, drugs, cotton, &c. all which being manufactured in England, 
afford bread to the poor of the kingdom. 3 ae 

On the other hand, fay they, the Eaft-India company export m 
menfe quantities of gold and filver, with an inconfiderable quantity 
cloth ; in return for which, their chief commodities are calicocs, pepe 
wrought filks, and a deceitful fort of raw filk. The calicoes and wrod 5. 
filks being wrought in India, are an evident damage to the poor o fe 
land, and the raw filks are an infallible deftruction to the Turkey m 
for, as Turkey does not yield a fufficient quantity of other merchan ie 
to return for one fourth part of our manufactures carried chile z 
remaining three fourths is wholely paid for by raw filk. Ag thats * 
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planted by India filk, the moft confiderable part of the Turkey im- 
Portations, and confequently the cloth-trade of England, muft fail. 


I) The conftitution of the Turke l 
: tt y company, as being a regulated 
one, and not driven by a joint ftock, is open and compres ad- 
mutting any that are bred merchants. The fons and apprentices of free- 


On the other hand, the Eaft-India company’s. trade is managed by an 
exclufive joint ftock, which js fo engroffed, that about twelve perfons 
have the abfolute management of the whole trade, and about forty per- 
fons divide the major part of the gains, and alfo appropriate to them- 
delves a greater profit in a feparate trade, in mufk, amibergris, &c. and, 
till of late, in diamonds alfo : neither can they breed up any perfon un- 
der the notion of an Eaft-India merchant, becaule any one may pur- 
chafe a.fhare oftheir trade and joint ftock for money. 

II) The Turkey company’s ftock is really greater than the trade will 
bear, under their prefent difcouragements and checks from the Eaft- 
India company ; and if any damage befalls this ftock, every particular 
member bears the lofs of his own adventure, with no damage to the 

ublic. 

On the other hand, the Eaft-India company having a fixed joint ftock 
of but about L370,000,* they find it more for their advantage to trade 
with money at intereft than to enlarge their ftock, and they have there- 
for borrowed at leaft L650,000 on their common feal, at the inconfider - 
able intereft of 3 or 4 per cent, thereby trading with the treafure of the 
nation, and dividing to themfelves what fums they pleafe, nor only out 
of the profit, but alfo out of the principal, as laft year, when they di- 
vided L260,000, though at the fame time they owed above L600,000 
a- intereft. 

One George White, a writer againft this company, in this fame year, 
fays, that in the compafs of five years (1676-1681) they divided 
L741,647, and in two months .afterwards they doubled their ftock : 
this, fays he, was in all L1,111,647 produced.from a capital of L370,000 
only, by which extravagant dividends, together with above 300,000, 
for money borrowed at intereft, with prefents to courtiers, and e 
quarrel with the mogul, they were brought into ‘great ee ae 
that they, in a fhort ume, were forced to ftop payment for one fs 5 
yet they recovered a little again : although by feizing manyi 


E How is this affertion to be reconciled with the duplication of the India company’s flock in the 
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gul’s fhips trading to Arabia, Perfia, &c. that quarrel-coft the company 
in all a L800,000. i ; 
in ee whole, it is humbly hoped, that , for relief of the now-lan. 
guifhing, though moft ufeful and n on rei trade, his majelty 
will be gracioufly pleafed to permit to the Turkey company the exercife 
of trade in the Red fea, and all other the dominions of the grand fic. 
nior, (i.e. Arabia.and part of Africa) according to the large extent of 
Thee charter, and accefs thereunto, by the moft convenient paflages, 
i e. round by the Cape of Good Hope. 

More reafons againft the management of the Eaft-India trade, under 

refent joint ftock. ° i 

oS ee nie of the ftock, which has now lafted 24 years, 
G. e. from 1657) is againft their firft propofal in their preamble, where- 
by it is agreed, that at feven years end, the ftock fhould be balanced 
and divided, and a new fubfcription made : and that any perfons, at 
the faid feven years end, might go out or come in upon a valuation 
then to be made known : though no fuch thing be hitherto done. 

Il) They have fent over to India, throwfters, weavers, and dyers, and 
have actually fet up there a manufacture of filk, which, by inftructing 
the Indians in thefe manufactures, and by importing them fo made in- 
to England, is. an unfpeakable impoverifhment of the working people: 
of this kingdom. . i : 

II) Though-many of the firt fubfcribers have died off, yet there 1s 
no liberty for young merchants to come in on anew fubfcription.. = 

IV) The fo long continuance-of the ftock is alfo a reafon that its: 
whole management is fallen into fo few hands. Vg 

V) They export great quantities of bullion, and: a {mall quantity of 
eloth. 

VI) Of the 550 who are members of the company,.not above one 
fifth are merchants, and as thefe laft are always of the committee, 
hence it comes to pafs that many of the choiceft goods are fént home 
on their private account, but feldom on account of the joint ftock. 

VII, VII) As their prefent ‘tock is. too {canty, fo new fubferiptions 
for two or three millions would bring in more merchants, as well as 
more money to be employed, and alfo more fhips. and mariners. At 
prefent they trade not at all to Perfia, Japan, Arrachap, Acheen, Su-- 

matra, Pegu, Madagafcar, and many other places within the limits © 
their charter, though fuch places, if traded to, would not only mE a 
much of our Englifh commodities, but likewife by trading there am 
one port to another, would vend a large proportion of Indian comm 
dities, and the profit and bullion arifing thereby would, in a great re 
fure, if not totally, prevent the exportation of bullion out of Ens ae 7 
~ IX) Laftly, the lenders of fo largea dead ftock as above, L600,0°" 


5 5 dae 7 nck 
at fo low an intereft as 3 per cent, vehture the hazard of then pat 
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pal merely for that low intereft, whilft the company makes 50 per ce 

. . 9 j t 
of it, without any hazard at all. Thofe lenders, in cafe of Totes, pe 
tures, &c. have only the company’s common feal to depend on, which 
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in fuch cafe is no fecurity at all: for no one member is obliged to 


make fatisfaction, as has been evident by fe 
ee ae ident by {everal late examples of the 


The Eaft-India com 
following effe&. 


I) Articles 1ft, 2d, and 3d. The cloth exported by the Eaft-India 
company is finer and more valuable than what is exported by the Tur- 
key company : and, if we are rightly informed, the medium of cloths 
exported by that company in the laft three years is only about 19,000 
cloths yearly ; a greater quantity than which (in value at leaft) the Eaft- 
India company may probably {hip out this year, if their factory at Amoy 
in China be not furprifed by the Tartars, of which there was a doubt- 
ful report laft year. Yet it is admitted, that, before the Eaft-India com- 
pany had any entrance into the trade of China and Japan, the Turkey 
company’s exportation of cloth did much exceed that of the Eaft-India 
company. 4th, we alfo fay, that it will be found by the entries at the 
cuftom-houfe, that the Turkey company do fend out yearly, befides 
their cloth, great quantities of pieces of eight from England for the 
purchale of raw filk in Turkey, as well as great quantities of the like 
{pecies of bullion from France, Spain, and Italy, which otherwife would 
come to England. 

II) Concerning the comparifon between the conftitution of the Tur- 
key and Eaft-India companies, we fay, there hath been fo much print- 
ed in moft European languages, and fo many. confultations and debates 
in the great councils of Europe, concerning joint ftocks for the Eaft- 
Indies, in all of which (except in Portugal) the refult has been for a 
joint ftock, that we think it would be impertinent to trouble your 
lordfhips with a long difcourfe concerning it. : 

1. But it cannot'be denied by any reafonable man, that a joint ftock 
is capable of a far greater extenfion, as to the number of traders and 
largenefs of ftock, than any regulated company can be ; becaufe noble- 
men, gentlemen, fhopkeepers, widows, orphans, and all other fubjects, 
may be traders, and employ their capitals in a joint ftock ; whereas, in 
a regulated company, fuch as the Turkey company is, none can be 
traders but fuch as they call legitimate or bred merchants. — 

2. The confequence whereof is, that, if the trade for India were laid 
open, the adventurers would be fewer by three quarters than they are 
now, becaufe thofe who have {kill would run away with the trade, as in 
fact they did between the years 1653 and 1657. ae 

3 and 4. The number of the prefent Eaft-India adventurers is at this 


time above fix hundred: and with refpedt to the ances or private 
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pany’s anfwer, before the privy council, was to the 
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trade, every adventurer hath as tea ae in proportion ¢ 
as the governor, deputy, or any o e cone the fam : ck, 
to exceed one fifth part of his ftock ; and even that has been grada 
reduced every year, though per faltum it cannot be done, ;z = n 
the work of a year, nor even of an age or iwo, to build u ee a 
India trade to perfection, though it may be deftroyed ina days, oe 
truth is moft eminently vifible in the proceedings of the king of France 
who {pared no coft to obtain the beft advice in Europe, by immenfe a 
wards, premiums, &c. for the conftitution of his Baft-India company 
and yet we fee, that company makes very little of it: and even R 
company, although: they had formerly a ftock of L1,500,009 ferting. 
advanced no farther in profits than 124 per cent in fifteen years, ie 
rom 1617 to 1632. n olinan 
: Though, mead of eighty votes alleged to be now poflefled by fome 
-one fingle perfon in the choice of the committees, we know of no oud 
that has fixty votes, yet it is moft reafonable, and has. ever been pee! 
tifed both in ours and in the royal African company, and every other 
joint ftock, that each adventurer fhould vote according to his flock, 
Even fince this complaint, which was firft ftarted about nine years ago, 
there have been more great fhips built by the company than were in 


o his 
e bein : 


thirty years before, and alfo more woollen manufactures exported: and 


the Dutch Eaft-India ftock, which was at 580 per cent when ours was 
but at 60 per cent, has fince ftood ftill, or rather declined, while ours 
has advanced, fo as almoft to equalize theirs in value: and his majetty’s 
cuftoms are alfo more than doubled from our Eaft-India trade. The 
company has alfo made many generous, chargeable, and fuccefsful, at- 
tempts for obtaining a trade to Siam, Cochin-China, China, and Japan: 
III) 1. Our Eaft-India ftock now in trade is at leaft Lr,700,000 cleat 
of all our debts. f 
2. Our debt at intereft is about L530;000, and has been reduced ae 
6 to 3 per cent: and fuch is the company’s credit, that they cannot per 
{uade their creditors to take their money. Ae 
3- And your lordfhips, in the houfe of peers, did formerly Be he 
that the abatement of intereft tended to the increafe of trade an 
advancement of the value of the lands of England. ; Faft- 
With refpeét to the Turkey company’s objections againft a is 
India company’s importations of raw filk, plain wrought ee 
wrought filks mixed with gold and filver, 
1. As for raw filk 
it may well hold cor 


r 


we fay, a 

as Se cee > king 

, 1t is fo eflential for the good of the king p 
: 5 wool: 

mparifon with our fheeps wool and cotton “i 


m, that 


eal 
? 3 i 3 ye incre 
2: Since our importation thereof our fill manufa@ures hav Si 
ed from one to four. Ee ; - ne fame 3 
3- With refpe to the quality: of our India raw filk; it 1s '? 


g fome 
with all other commoditie 


an 
No n s-on earth, fome good, fome bad, 
indifferent, eee oe 


> 
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& aA ate a eae India are known to be the ftrongeft and 

i tee as £ e cheapeft that come from any part of the 
, and are generally re-exported from England to foreign parts: 

_ 5- Wrought India filks, flowered and {triped, do, we confefs, -a litel 

impede the growth of our own filk manufactures, ine not to ‘that ae 

H ee, In any meafure, as the raw filk imported from India doth advance 

6. If they could be effe&tuall forbidden from a -Indi noi i 
company would be glad to fire an act of omg ee ea piss 
and alfo for the fuppreffion of French filks, fo much in wear in En z 
land, though againft a law in being. 5 

7- Wrought India filks, mixed with gold and filver, are not imported 
by us, but merely by our permiffion ; becaufe, if we fhould not permit 
them, they would come in, as much as now, by ftealth, and without 
paying the king’s cuftom *. 

8. With refpe& to our fending to India throwfters, weavers, and dy- 
ers, the whole is a miftake, excepting only as to one or two dyers, ufu- 
ally fent to Bengal, and to no other part of India; and this for the na- 
tion’s as well as the company’s advantage, elpecially as to plain black 
filks, generally exported again. 

9. As to the Turkey company’s requeft to deftroy what is efteemed 
by all foreigners the glory of the trade of England, (i. e. by extending 
the Turkey company’s trade to the Red fea, &c.) we cannot help ad- 
miring the confidence of the propofers. 

Laftly, our Eaft-India company can prevent none by their charter 
trom buying their ftock, provided they will pay Ls for their admiffion, 

With relation to what the Turkey company adds, in the fecond part 
of their allegations, concerning a valuation of their ftock every feven 
years, our Eaft-India company aver, that, purfuant to a general court 
in the year 1664, their {tock was valued at the end of the firk feven 
years at-1 30 per cent ; and, within a year and a quarter after, there was 
50 per cent divided; and a fecond valuation was afterwards made in the 
fame manner. : 

The Turkey company’s other objections are indeed fo trifling and in- 
conclufive, that the Eaft-India company gives them fhort anfwers, ap- 
pealing at the fame time to their lordfhips for their weight, &e. 

From the allegations of thefe two rival companies we learn a great 
deal of their hiftory ; and although both fides may have fomewhat ex- 
ageerated in their own favour, it is neverthelefs very ealy for the reader 
to determine the truth in all the material points in queftion between 
them. The Eaft-India company, among their other allegations, made 
great complaints againft the interloping fhips for the laft three years ; 


%* The ufe of all fuch manufa@tures has fince been effectually prohibited. A. j 


* 
3 
; 
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and that as they were at L100,000 ges ponte fori orts, foldi 
Re. ie would be impo fible to carry on a profitable commerce if ; lets, 
lopers were tolerated. Yet the interlopers went on with their Voyage: 
to India ; one of whom, however, named Captain Thomas San a Yages 
out with a cargo of Ls50,000 value, was, at the company’s requeft he 
ped by the king ; and, after a long and curious trial, a decifion a 
made by the chief-juftice Jeffreys in favour of the company ; fo Ta 
the fhip and cargo were fold off, to the proprietors great lofs: notwith. 
ftanding which the interlopers continued their voyages to India, bein, 
encouraged by the opinions of fome of our greateft lawyers, who free] 
declared, that the king could not legally obfirudt them by any dine 
whatever granted to the company, unlefs their exclufive powers had the 
fanđion of an act of parliament. Neverthelefs, King Charles fent a fhi 
of war to India for the protection of the company from Interlopers and 
irates. 
: According to Voltaire, Louis XIV was at this time matter of above 100 
fhips of the line, feveral of which carried 100 guns, and fome more, and 
of 60,000 failors. He conftrudted and fortified the famous ports of Toulon 
and Breft at a prodigious expenfe ; and Rochefort alfo, in {pite of na- 
ture, was made a place of trade and naval force. 

So much had Colbert, the late prime minifter of France, applied him- 
felf to the improvement of the naval affairs and commerce of France, 
that the author of his life fays, that, in this year, the town of St. Malo 
alone fet forth in one month 65 well-rigged fhips for the Newfoundland 
fifhery, befides the hips employed to the Levant, to Spain, and to the 
Weit-Indies, and had alfo ten fhips on the ftocks. 

Puffendorff obferves, that at this time the French king’s revenue was 
computed at 150 millions of livres; whereas, he obferves, that in the 
laft age it did not amount to above nine or ten millions; in the time 
of Henry IV to 16 millions; and in the year 1639, to 77 ae 
which vaft difference is chiefly to be afcribed to the different value 0 
ee fince thofe times, and partly alfo to the great taxes impofed on 
the fubjects. ; 

Andrew Yarranton, in a work entitled England’s improvement by J 
and land, (2 V. 4to) afferts, that tin plates, (i. e. iron plates tinned Oe a 
were now made in England through his means, he having bee? SUN: ahh 
ed by fome gentlemen to go to Bohemia, where he learned the ae i 
of making them, When he returned home, he fet prope! Poa 
work, who made better ones than any he had feen’ abroad, ae 
being better, and the plates more pliable. Buta patent being ° a fole 
by fome great man at court, who had {melt out the fcheme, fOr t who 
making of them, that manufacture was dropped by his employe 
had with fo much charge made the difcovery. ; Jand, 

That manufa@ure remained for ‘many -years unpradiifed in Eng 


» 
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infomuch, that among the projects, called bubbles, of the year 1720, we 
fhall fee, that this was made one of them ; yet, fince that year the ma- 
nufacture of tinned plates is brought to greater perfection in England 
than in any other part of the worl F 

The pr oteftants in France being dayly more and more perfecuted by 
their moft chriftian monarch, King Charles was advifed by his council 
to iffue a proclamation, or order of council, promifing to all proteftants, 
who fhould withdraw from France, ample privileges in England, where- 
upon confiderable numbers of them came hither, even before the final. 
revocation of the famous edi& of Nantes, in the year 168 Bo 

So great was the ftrength and power of the Dutch in Eaft-India, at 
this time, that Sir William Temple, who was well acquainted with their 
affairs, obferves, that, befides the eftablifhment or conquefts of their com- 
pany there, they had, in a manner, erected another fubordinate com- 
monwealth in thofe parts, where, upon occafion, they could bring to fea 
40 or 50 fhips of war, and 30,000 landmen, by the loweft computa- 
tion. 

1682.—After the Englifh Hudfon’s-bay company had, with much la- 
bour, and charge in factories and fettlements, eftablifhed their trade 
with the natives, while they were building a fort at Port-Nelfon, in the 
fouth part of that bay, the French from Canada came privately and 
fuddenly, with two fhips, into the river Nelfon, and furprized our com- 
pany’s men, difpoffeffed them of that fettlement, and carryed them pri- 
foners to Canada. ‘This was the firft time that any French veflel had 
ever failed into Hudfon’s bay. But this piratical expedition was dif- 
owned by the French king, who promifed fatisfaction to our company, 
though whether any adequate fatisfaction was really made, does not ap- 
pear. Our company there alfo erected a fort at Charleton ifle, whither 
all the peltry, &c. were to be brought from the other factories, for load- 
ing the fhips for England. On Albany river, and on Hay’s ifland, were 
forts and factories alfo fettled ; and the company fent urgent inftructions 
to their governors, by all means to endeavour to fave the great expenfe 
they were put to in fending annual fupplies of provifions from England, 
by trying to raife corn, &c. in that country. But this was foon found 
to be impracticable, by reafon of the intenfenefs of the cold, and long 
winters there, which foon deftroys almoft every thing fowed or planted 
in it. They had by this time five fettlements there, viz. Albany river, 
Hay’s ifland, Rupert’s river, Port Nelfon, and New pee ea 

In this year the Englifh Eaft-India company loft one o a eft fac- 
tories which they had ever pofleffed in all India, occafioned by a qs 
rel between the old king of Bantam and his fon. Our company pete 

rt Wi father, as the Dutch company, on the contrary, fided wit 
Sareea eae forces to his ailiftance from Batavia, whereby 
an old fine was yanquifhed, and fhut up in prifon, Hereupon the 
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young king gave the Dutch pofleffion of the caftle of Bantam 
commanded both the town and port, whereupon that comme Which 
out the Englifh company’s factors and fervants, and have ever fi Tove 
{efled the place. This is our company’s account of that affair Eo Pot. 
ing which they had many difputes and conferences with the roncen, 
the Dutch company ; and the later publifhed a pamphlet at DEN of 
1688, for their vindication, the fubftance whereof is, that it mate On in 
Dutch, but the young king, who drove the Englith from Banc i the 
the other fide, our company made it but too plainly evident, that 
young king was:purely the Dutch company’s inftrument for dieg H 
lence, which enabled them 'to engrofs the entire commerce of Bae 
for which end, and at the fame time, they got him to expel the Piece 3 
Danes, and Portuguefe, as alfo the fubjects of the mogul, ang ae 
other Indian nations, although none of thefe had been. parties in Ain 
quarrel with his father. - Our company alleged, moreover, ‘that the 
Dutch had formerly pra@tifed the like, in a fimilar cafe, at Macaffir 
and were now actually doing the fame, in a difpute between two rajas 
on the Malabar coaft. It would be almoft endlefs, and alfo to very 
little purpofe, to enlarge on the complaints of our company againft the 
Dutch, for injuries done them in India, or the Dutch company’s vindi- 
cation in anfwer to. thofe complaints, and their accufations, in their 
turn, of wrongs done them by the Englifh company. 

The Dutch, by obtaining the command of Bantam, became entirely 
mafters of the weft end of the great ifland of Java ; as Batavia had long 
before given them a large dominion on the north fide of it. Yet, be- 
fides the king of Materan on the fouth fide of Java, there are full feveral 
other lefler fovereigns remaining unfubdued by the Dutch company. , 

__ The Englifh Eaft-India company now began to fortify Bencoolen in 
the great ifland of Sumatra; by which important fettlement they have 
preferved to England the pepper trade, which otherwife would have 
been. loft to our company, after being driven from Bantam. This fort 
‘coft our company for completing it, in about ten years time, NO {maller 
a fum than L250,000. 
1683.—It was about this time that the ufeful conveyance of oe 
and parcels by the penny-poft was firft fet up in London and its 3 
urbs, by a private undertaker, named Murray, (an upholiterer Py 
trade) who afterward affigned the fame to one Dockwra, who carrie a 
on fuccefsfully for a number of years, till the government Jaid claim 


a] poft- 
that project, as connected, and partly interfering, with the general Pig 
office, which was part of the crown revenue; it was therefor a F 
to that revenue ee 


» in lieu of which Mr. Dockwra had a yearly Pol re- 
L200 fettled on him for life: but the firit mention we find of Ne 
i 


venue in the ftatute book was not till the year 1711, as W 
under that year, 
I 
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_ It was in the year’1683 that moft authors reckon 
France to have been in the meridian of power and glory ; 
for at this time the produce of the feveral branches of her Livres. 
revenue was reckoned annually to amount to - 215,506,633 

And, in the opinion of many who have made ftri& in- ee 
quiry into her revenue fince that period, fhe feems to 
have gradually funk in this refpe@, fo that, according to 
a well-written piece, in Englifh, publifhed in-1742, en- A 
titled, an Enquiry into the revenue and trade of France, 
the annual revenue in 1733 did not amount to more than 140,278,473 
Difference between the years 1683 and 1733, - 75,288,160 


This is indeed a very great difference, and yet much of it may be 
‘accounted for from the unbounded ambition of Louis XIV in draining 
his kingdom of men and money for his wars, it being the opinion of 
fome, that ever fince his invafion of Holland in 1672, his revenue gra- 
dually funk, and the price of French lands therewith alfo funk; and 
from, foon after this time, expelling a vat number of his moft indul 
trious proteftant fubjects, who, befides the wealth of many of them, car- 
ried along with them their arts and induftry, and taught the nations, 
who wifely, as well as pioufly, received them, almoft all kinds of French 
manufactures ; hereby it was, that France foon began to feel a great 
abatement of her exports of manufactures, both to England and Hol- 
land. 

1. With refpect to England, France formerly fupplied her with ma- 
nufactured filks of all forts, to the value in fterling money, of 
about - - - - - - 600,00 
but now none at all. y 

2. With linen, fail-cloth, and canvas, to about L700,000 ; 
but fince the. high duties we have laid on French goods, 
amounting to. a prohibition, thefe are partly manufactured 
at home, and partly imported from Holland, Germany, and 
Ruffia, (and more. lately from Scotland and Ireland) who 
take off our own goods in return. Deduéting, therefor, 
about L200,000. for French cambrics, which, in time of 
peace, are faid to come by way of Dunkirk, &c. the clear 
annual lofs to France, in this article, will be - 500,000 

3. In beaver hats, in glafs, watches, and oas s 220,000. 

(Since entirely our own manufactures, of which we 
alfo export a great quantity.) 

4. In paper of all kinds, of which we now make much. A 
at home, and the reft we take of Holland and Genoa,  - 90; 

s. In iron ware, which we formerly had from Auvergne, 


Vou. II, aui 
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&c. and of which alfo we export immenfe quantities to our 
Jantations, as well as to fundry parts of Europe, 
6. In fhalloons, tammies, &c. from Picardy and Cham- 40,099 
paigne, now made better at home, of which alfo much a 
exported | a as =; z A 9 
za In French wines, inftead of which we now take thofe 50,000 
of Portugal in return for our own manufactures, P 
g. In French brandies, 2000 tons, (which is lefs than for- 200,009 
merly, owing to the great improvement of our own diftil- 
lery, and to the much increafed tafte for plantation rum) at 


L4o per ton, a a = f: 


bu: now make better and cheaper at Birmingham, Sheffie] d 


è) 
80,000 
—, 


j cait 
Total lofs per annum to France, by England’s great im- 

provement in manufactures, and turning her imports into 

more profitable channels, ~ - = L1,880,000 


With refpe&t to the Dutch, they had formerly but few, and moftly 
‘meonfiderable, manufactures of their own ; they contented themfelves 
with being the common carriers of the manufactures of France and 
other parts of Europe from one country to another, and their immenfe 
fifhery ; but now they make vaft quantities of rich filks and velvets, bê- 
fides their-woollen, linen, and paper, manufactures, &c. So that (accord- 
ing to Mr Burrifh’s Account of the Dutch trade) they do not, in our times, 
take off above half the quantity from France they formerly did, or 


about = Ss p: n L.600,000 
2. In hats (moft of their finer ones coming from Eng- 
gland) they have abated about - > - - 217,000 
_3. The like in glafs, clocks, watches, and houfehold fur- 
niture, (chiefly of late years from England) faved about - 160,000 
4. The like of fringes, gloves, and paper, 4 - 260,000 
5. Linen, canvas, and fail-cloth, 3 a - 165,000 
6. Saffron, foap, woad, honey, and woollen yarn, abated 
about 2 £ - i 300,000 
pp 
Total of the former Dutch imports leflened yearly, ~- 7,702,000 
Total decreafe of Englith and Dutch imports from France _— 
yearly, fince about the year 1683, Se cere gs Re 


If fo great a lofs could be exactly afcertained, which is not bo BS 
tended to, though probably near the mark, and confidering allo? t 
other condué of Louis XIV, we are not wae to be furpriled vate 
decreafe ofthe French revenues, even after allowing much or the 
great increafe of the commerce of the French American colonies, 
alfo of their territory by the addition of Lorrain. ; 


a 
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The Englifh interlopers to Eaft-India becoming fo very numerous, 
our Eaft-India_ company this year obtained a new charter from King $ 
Charles II, (being his fifth charter to them) whereby all former charters. 
were confirmed, 2nd they were empowered to feize the thips and mer- 
chandize of the interlopers, with the forfeiture of one half to the king, 
and the other half to the company, who were thereby empowered to 
raife, train, and toufter, fuch military forces, as they fhould judge requi- í 3 
fite ; and at their forts, factories &c. to exercife martial law. More- 
over, for redrefling injuries and wrongs committed on the high feas with- 
in their limits, a court of judicature might be erected by the company, 
to confift of one civilian and two merchants, who were to determine all a 
cafes of forfeitures and feizures of fhips and goods within their limits, 
and all maritime and mercantile bargains, policies of infurance, bills, se 
bonds, contraéts, charter-parties, wages of mariners, trefpaffes on the 
high feas, &c. 
_ The people of the ifle of St. Helena being this year in a ftate of rebel- 
lion and infurreétion, and the company being enabled by their new 
charter to reduce them to obedience, executed fome perfons who tu- 
multuoufly refufed to pay certain taxes, which they alleged to be con- 
trary to their contraét with the company when they went to fettle there: 
a great clamour was thereupon raifed by their widows and relations,. 
whofe cafe-being laid before the houfe of commons in the year 1685, 
that houfe voted what the company had thereby done to be arbitrary 
and illegal, which created the company many enemies.» Their ftock, 
however, at this time fold from 360 to 500 per cent. 

This year the Turks, inftigated by Louis XIV of France, and by the 
Hungarian malcontents, and encouraged by the feeblenefs of the empe- 
ror Leopold, made their way through Hungary, and fat down before 
Vienna with 150,000 men. The taking of this city would have open- 
ed a way for the Turks and French to conquer much, if not all Ger-- Y % 
many ; the apprehenfion whereof made moft part of Europe’ tremble, 
and England in particular, while her monarch cared for nothing but his 
pleafures and arbitrary power. Providence, however, frufirated thote: 
great enterprifes, by the junction of John Sobietky, king of Poland, with 
the duke of Lorrain and the imperial army, whereby the fiege was 
raifed, and the ‘Turks forced to retreat precipitately through Hungary, 
with the lofs of all that they had conquered in that kingdom. ‘The im- 
perialifts foon reduced all Tranfylvania, as the Venetians did all the 
Morea, the city and territory of Athens, and the ifle of Scio, which, 
however, they again loft in the year following. Could they have held 
that ifland, it would in fome meafure have cut off the Purks from 2 
maritime communication with their territories in the Archipelago, Afia, 
and Egypt. Thus the Turks, who, for two een PA had aoe á 
their boundaries as far as, and in. fome parts es. eS 5 i E 
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empire in its meridian glory, northward, eaftward, and fouthy. 
r&ceived a confiderable check ; but they have never yet ies » Dow 
get ground weftward, maugre all their bold efforts againft e a tA 
Vienna.. : 

This year, Dr. Hugh Chamberlain, a phyfician, and one 
ray, both great projectors, made a mighty ftir with their 
bank, for circulating bills of credit on merchandize to be pawned th 
in, and for lending money to the induftrious poor on pawns ian ere 
cent interet: yet it came to nothing. a O 

This year King Charles fent Lord Dartmouth, attended by the ah] 
Mr. Pepys, fecretary of the admiralty, with 20 fhips of war, to den 
the town, caftle, and mole, of Tangier, and to choke up its harbour i 
was faid to be very ftrong when the Portuguefe delivered it UP to En 
land in the year 1662, but King Charles rendered it almoft inpren 
ble. He, for the fecurity of its haven and fhipping, conftru@ed a. fu- 
perb mole, the extremities whereof run out 600 yards into the fea; and — 
its tones were as ftrongly cemented together as if it had been one en- 
tire rock, infomuch, that they were forced to drill it in many parts, and 
fo to blow it up piece-meal, whereby it took up fix months in its entire 
demolition. The mole had been made extremely commodious for our 
fhipping and commerce, by reafon of its fituation on the African fideof 
the Straits. 

1684.—In April 1684 Lord Dartmouth returned to England with 
the garrifon, artillery, and ftores. As fundry towns on the fame fore 
are ftill held by Spain and Portugal, Tangier would probably, at this 
day, have been lefs an objeét of jealoufy to the other European powers 
than Gibraltar is on the oppofite fhore: but whether its harbour and 
fituation on the fouth fhore, where the current is faid to run m id 
ftronger into the Straits than on the oppofite fhore, would have m en 
refpects equally anfwered our commercial and political ends, i$ & pore 
we will not prefume to determine. Yet we imagine it will f{earcely be 
denied, that our retaining it, along with Gibraltar, would have been 4 
confiderable additional fecurity to our commerce, and poflibly alfo i 5 
augmentation of our naval power and influence, by keeping contina 
a {quadron of fhips in fo fecure a port. Leaving this point, honey 
for ftatefmen to determine, we fhall only add what fome biftorian’ 


Z ò X 4 the 
ther relate, viz. that the rubbifh of the demolifhed mole, and° 


i : À uall 
walls of the town, being thrown into the harbour, has fo effectually 
choked it up, 


up, that it can never hereafter be a commodious poll» 

howe teig is at leaft doubtful till a trial fha]l be attempted. Mr 

io Pis oe hiftory, relates, ‘ that: by our king’s direction. crows 

eae ried amongft the ruins a confiderable number of mi le hence 

pieces of his majefty’s: coin, which, poflibly many centuries 
4 


Robert Mur- 


{cheme Of a 
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< may declare to fucceeding ages, that that pl once k 

i Be ‘set p that place was once a member 
E ine Britifh empire.’_ And (let us juft fubjoin) who can tell but 
that hereafter it may be judged the intereft of the Britifh empire to re- 


aflume its right to that ports? More-efpecially, if what is faid by fome 
mole, as well as of its 


be true, that the foundation of its demolifhed 
ae clea eae ane par a is very poffible for its haven to be en- 
weft Barb ne rubbith. Profeffor Oakley, in his Account of fouth- 

elt Barbary, thinks it would be an enterprife worth attempting, and 
eafily to be effected, to recover the place again. For, fays he, if 2000 
men were to go, with three men of. war and two bomb-ketches, they 
might make themfelves matfters of it in twenty-four hours time: for 
upon the heaving of a fcore of bombs, not one foul of the Moors would 
{tay within the town, and then the foldiers might land at pleafure, who 
would have nothing elfe to do but to plant their guns on the walls, and 
by night to empty a few places of the ditches that are filled. 

The French hitherto mifmanaged their Eaft-India company: for 
though they kept‘up the figure of a great fociety, yet, upon a full ftate 
of their circumftances, it"now plainly appeared they had actually run 
out half their capital, or about L300,000 fterling. Whereupon it was 
refolved to put that company upon a new bottom, laying afide the me- 
thod of chambers of directors in-the fea-ports, which bad been fet up 
in imitation of the Dutch company, and to place its entire management 
in twelve directors refiding at Paris, with proper falaries. This com- 
pany had, in the year 1670, furrendered their property of the ifland of 
Madagafcar ; and their king, in the year 1685, in confirming their new 
conftitution, left them at liberty either to refume Madagafcar, or to 
leave it in his hands, and they chofe the later. There were fundry 
caufes of the company’s misfortunes, as their war with Holland from 
1672 to 1678, the mercenary management of their fervants in India, 
and efpecially their intermeddling fo boldly, agreeably to the genius of 
their nation, in the affairs of the kingdom of Siam, whereby the king 
of Siam was murdered in his palace, and the French garrifon totally de- 
ftroyed, after they had been at the expenfe of fending thither a {quadron 
of fhips, with land-forces, for making that king more abfolute than the 
people liked him to be, and flattered themfelves with converting all 
Siam to their chriftian religion. This was the ftate of that company, 
when Pent-Chartrain fucceeded Colbert as prime minifter. He was far 
from being a friend to this company, as will briefly appear hereafter. _ 

In this year we have the lord chief-juftice Pollexfen’s argument, as fo 
termed, printed in a {fuit brought -by the Eaft-India company againft 
Thomas Sands, who had fitted out a fhip for India without being li- 
cenced by that company. rft, Sands in his defence, pleaded a ftatute 
[18 Edw. III, c. 3] whereby it is enacted, that the feas fhall be open 
for all merchants to pafs with their merchandize wherever they pace, 
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adly, The ftatute [21 Fac. T, c. 3] declaring all Monopolies to 
the common law. 3dly, That the grant of any fole tr 
contrary to magna charta, [9 Hen. IIT, c. 30] and to divers oha 
ftatutes, as 25 Edw. III, c. 2, 2 Ric. II, c. 1, and 11 Ric, II = 
which enact, that all letters-patent and commands, to theres > 
the freedom of commerce, fhall be void. Then he pióceed MRP of 
that the Eaft-India company is a true monopoly, as deferibed po 
law books, and is not like the Turkey, Ruffia, and Hambureh `. our 
~ panies, where there is no joint ftock, but every member ufes ‘hj com. 

trade, buys and fells his own commodities, and has his own = own 
and factors. Thefe companies only order what fhips fhall g ervants 
to every member to fend his merchandize at his own will and lenge 
and no man is refufed to be free of their companies that h: ae 
paying fome {mall fum for his freedom. But this body 
vifible corporation, trades perhaps for a million fterling yearly, Th 
laft three fales that they made- came to L1,800,000, and nobody ah 
thefe commodities but they. No man can vote in their company fe 
lefs he has L500 flock, which cofts above Lrs500. In fhort, his lord. 
{hip laboured, not unfuccefsfully, to prove the company to be a true 
monopoly, and Sands to be innocent, as the company was not eftablith- 
ed by any act of parliament. Yet the king’s order for the {hip not to 
fail obliged Sands, after a year’s fufpenfe, to fell his fhip and cargo with 
great lots. The hips and goods of fome other interlopers, as they were 
then ftiled, were likewife feized and confifcated in the following reign, 
in the years 1686 and 1687: but they took out no licence from the 
company. All which was decided directly againft the fpirit and maxims 
of our common law, purely for fupporting a lawlefs prerogative in the 
crown, which, under another monarch, fix years after this time, was 
agreed to be legally difclaimed. 

About this time, (according to Dr. D’Avenant’s Eflay upon ways and 
means of fupplying the war, London, 1695) the poor-rate, oF the ex- 
penfe of maintaining the poor of England, came to about 1,665,000 
a ae E being certainly richer than it was then, ee 
pA E N z a in ous days it cofts the nation about a pis 
e e D Kabr feared, with our author, pea true- 
ee ee cee = : | p Is inftead of relieving fiel = A 
and continue A and fh ue eaen, itere Ys irit mays 
it is to be hoped fom aoe ae ee sme See PO 
the nation, as fhall b TE 4 other flart up in the ore bviating © G 
tao A een : 9 a to devife an effeGual means of o ding for ou" 
poor, {oa g a t 1e prefent legal methods of phous z e, and at 

€ nation the greateft part of the expenic, 


the fame time find ufefy] f the poo! 
ce ae employment for the greateft part © 

now maintained m-floth at the public ee : 

3 
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eH ne pty yeaa OU pat, ite 
R OF this we oe y by heaping public difgrace on feebler 
cayed republic of Genoa. He pretended, in the year 1682, that the 
seuble had held certain fecret practices with the Spanith governor of 
pees which he accufed and admonifhed them by his ambaflador 

The duke of Mantua had made a treaty with Louis to take all the 
falt ufed in his country from France. St. Olon demanded of Genoa 
not only a free paflage for the falt through their territories, but ates 
leave to erect magazines thereof at Savona. And he alfo demanded that 
the republic fhould pay to the heirs of the count de Lavagne, formerly 
a rebel Genoefe, who were then fettled in France, the amount of the 
eet which that count’s rebellion had made to be forfeited to the 

ate. 

Both thefe modeft demands were juftly looked on with indignation 
by the Genoefe, more efpecially that of the falt, as interfering with 
their own commerce. The French author of the Hiftory of Genoa 
neverthelefs adds, that, though this demand might indeed feem fome- 
what uncommon, yet the republic on this occafion ought to have yield- 
ed in favour of a prince, now looked upon by all the world as the ar- 
biter of the fate of Europe. o 

There was yet a third inftance of infolence which exceeded both the 
former, viz. Louis’s declaration, that in cafe Genoa fhould fend to fea 
four new galleys they had juft built, he would conftrue it as an hoftility 
againft himfelf, and would in that cafe feize on all their fhips and ef- 
feéts, wherever they could be found. In fhort, Spain having broke with 
France, in the year 1684, and the Genoefe refufing to comply with the 
above arbitrary demands, and putting themfelves under the proteGion 
of Spain, Louis determined to bring down their pride, as he termed 
it, by bombarding their ftately capital city, and laying it almoft entire- 
ly in afhes with his bombs and cannon, and thereby alfo deftroying 
multitudes of their citizens. Not content with this cruel proof of his 
power and refentment, he obliged the republic, by a treaty in the year 
1685, to fend the reigning doge, or head of their ftate, in his ducal 
robes to Verfailles, with four of the principal fenators, there folemnly 
to afk pardon of the grand monarch in the moft abject manner : they 
were thereby alfe bound to difarm their new galleys, and to reduce their 
naval force to its former ftate of fix galleys only. So low was this ftate 
now. fallen, whofe naval power had formerly been the terror of all the 
ftates on both fides of the Mediterranean. They were moreover obliged 
to difcharge all the Spanifh troops quartered on their territories, to re- 
nounce the league with Spain made fince 1683, and Apan TOPI 
100,000 crowns to the heirs of their rebel fubject, &c. t 
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pregnant inftance in his treatment of the de- 
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humble compliance with thefe and fuch articles, Louis condefee 
ermit this miferably fhattered people to exift as a free ‘eve Ndeq to 
aralleled article of obliging the reigning doge of Genoa, who ag 
fents the majefty of the republic, to leave the feat of fovere; n repre. 
in his robes of ftate to abafe himfelf before the grand Monarch Y, and 
fioned a well-known witty reply of that doge to a queftion ofa p Ocea 
courtier, who afking him, which was the greateft rarity of al] the RA 
things he had feen at Paris? (which, after his humiliation, Loui te 
commanded to be fhewn to him) facetioufly replied, that he ka 
himfelf the greateft rarity he had feen at Paris. | git 

1685.—We are now come to the famous revocation of what w 
fore deemed the perpetual and irrevocable edict of Nantes, by which 
the proteftants in France enjoyed the free and public exercife of their 
religion ; a revocation which, on one hand, proved very lamentable-to 
many hundred thoufands of honeft and innocent people in that king- 
dom, more efpecially to fuch as by age and infirmities were difabled 
from feeking an afylum elfewhere: but which, on the other hand, was 
productive of much good to almoft all the proteftant countries of Eu- 
rope, but more efpecially to the commerce of Holland and England, 
while it greatly diminifhed that of ‘France, and deprived her of great 
fums of money carried away by thofe refugees into other countries. 

It is neither our province nor intent to defcribe Louis’s motives for 
fetting on foot a cruel perfecution of fo many of his beft and moft in- 
duftrious fubjeđs, of which fo. much has been written and publifhed in 
moft European languages, our proper province being purely to fhew its 
very confiderable influence on the commerce and manufactures of the 
other nations of Europe. The people, whom Louis thus violently forced 
out of his kingdom, were, generally throughout all France, the beft mer- 
chants, manufacturers, and artificers, of that kingdom. There are very 
various accounts of the total number of them: thofe who reckon UP 
all who retired from France fome time before, as well as immediatey 
upon, and alfo fome years after, this revocation, go fo high as one aa 
lion of men, women, and children. Poffibly this may be fomew ie 
‘over-reckoned. Others, reckoning only thofe who withdrew Bes 
‘ately upon the revocation, make them only fomewhat more than ab 
perfons. Thofe who had moft money retired into England and Hollans» 
but the moft induftrious part of them fettled in Brandenburg. 
they introduced the manufactures of cloth, ferges, ftuffs, dr uggels, cae ey 
caps, ftockings, hats, and alfo the dying of all forts of colours: d; 2 
were in number about 20,000 at firft, but they foon multiplied. 
{foon alfo made ample returns to their generous benefactor the 4 
Frederick William. Berlin now had goldfmiths, jewellers, watcha” 4 

: ad goldimuths, Je ante 
ers, and carvers: and fuch as were fettled in the open counti | num- 


as be- 
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ber of refugees to be 800,000, 
Voltaire, in his Age of Louis 


entirely. with French manufadurers in filk. For other arts, fome thou- 
fands of them helped to people and increafe the fuburbs of Soho and 
St. Giles’s. Others of them carried to England the art of making cryftal 
in perfection, which for that reafon was about this fame time loft in 

B rance. He fays, that only 600,000 fled from the perfecution of Louis 
carrying with them their riches, their induftry, and implacable hatred 
againft their king. And wherever they fettled, they became an addi- 
tion to the enemies of France, and greatly inflamed thofe powers, al- 
ready inclined to war. It may feem fomewhat ftrange that more of 
them did not fettle in England, confidering the general liberty of this 
free nation ; yet, through the too general and impolitic averfion of the 
Englifh to all ftrangers, even though fuffering for the proteftant reli- 
gion, and their monopolizing-corporation cities and towns ; and, on the 
other hand, the great immunities, &c. allowed them in Holland, Swit- 
zerland, Germany, and Pruffia, we are not to wonder that not above 
50,000 of them did a@tually fettle in England, where, inftead of doing 
us hurt, they have proved a great and manifeft blefling, by improving 
fome of our antient arts and manufactures, and likewife by introducing 
fundry new ones. Others, however, think, that in all there were fet- 
tled in Great Britain and Ireland at leaft 70,000 of thofe refugees. 

France, by its profitable commerce with England, &c. having ac- 
quired great riches in the times preceding this revocation, did not im- 
mediately feel the bad effeG@s of driving out fo many induftrious mer- 
chants, manufacturers, and artificers; yet in procefs of time the found 
her manufactures and inland trade thereby greatly decayed. The Eng- 
lith people, affifted by thofe refugees, fet on foot fundry French manu- 
factures and fabrics, never before made in England, and which we fhall 
never more take from France, as we have in moft cafes outdone our 
teachers therein. But as many of thofe refugees were eminent mer- 
chants and manufaéturers, and did undoubtedly bring along with them 
much money and effects, I have feen a computation, at the loweft fup- 
pofition, of only 50,000 of thofe people coming to Great Britain, and 
that, one with another, they brought L6o each in money or effects, 
whereby they added three millions fterling to the wealth of Britain. 

The author of the Hiftory of the edi& of Nantes, (printed at Delft, 
1695) takes fpecial notice of the great number of civil officers who had 
been in the French king’s fervice, fo confiderable as to fill all the courts 
of Europe with them. Thar, moreover, fo many of the young noz 
blefle, trained up for the army, withdrew at the fame Cue, os a form 
Whole companies of foldiers in the Dutch and Brandenburgh r 
In England, even in King James II’s reign, large coe iaa w E n 
for the refugees, who, at the revolution by King Wi ce ac 

Vou. TI. Eg 
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A part of the fuburbs of London, fays 
XIV, (meaning Spitalfields) was peopled 
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the throne, had L15,000 yearly fettled on fuch as either or 
of quality, or were through age, &c. unable to fupport the Perfons 
which allowance is now reduced, as there are very few pro mfelves 3 
for it left alive. To the F rench refugees England owes hee bjeg, 
ment of fundry manufactures of flight woollen ftuffs, of fik ove 
paper, glafs, hats, (the two Jaft fince brought to the utmoft perf inen, 
by us.) The filks called alamodes and luftrings were entire] ection 
them ; alfo brocades, {atins, black and coloured mantuas, black 
foys, ducapes, watered tabbies, black velvets ; alfo watches, cu Pad 
clocks, jacks, locks, furgeons inftruments, hard-ware, toys, & 
The two firft kings of Pruffia caufed collections to be made fake 
throughout their dominions ; they alfo fettled {tipends on t 
built them churches, granted them immunities from taxes ang offices. 
Thofe princes actually placed their agents on the confines of ee n 
conduét the refugees to Brandenburgh, and bear their expenfes all the 
way. They alfo fettled great numbers of them in their new kingdom 
of Pruffia, which was then but thin of people, where they had lands 
affigned them, gratis and tax free, as alfo. in Brandenburgh: in Berlin 
they have fince built many new ftreets, and greatly improved the whole 
country, by manufactures, arts, agriculture, &c. Thofe kings divided. 
them into colonies, and appointed them magiftrates of their own. 
The great elector Frederick William allowed. them a yearly penfion 
of 40,000 crowns ; he brought in the ufe of poft-houfes, till then w- 
known in Germany. The ftreets of his towns were paved and lighted 
by lanthorns ; for till then the courtiers were obliged to go on ftilts to 
Potfdam, when the court refided there, becaufe of the heaps of dirt in 
the ftreets. , 
* Nothing,’ fays the author of Memoirs of the Dutch commerce, 
i has increafed the inhabitants as well as manufaétures of Holland fo 
much as the French proteftant refugees, who were almoft all of them 
merchants and artifans.? And even this French and popifh bifhop 
adds, that i whenever trade is clogged or conftrdined. in any soa 
‘ it will retire to other countries where it can have more fafety: h ie 
ancionol the Hiftory of the edi& of Nantes, obferves, ‘ tha “lie 
berality of the ftates-general of the United Netherlands to t T ‘es 
: rae refugees was fo great, that it can fearcely be too amp 
cribed. They fettled a fund for an incredible number of to vii 
_ to military officers, gentlemen, and minifters, and for fapphe ort- 
ieee and ladies of quality. Great fums alfo were raifed toj Race 
3 mg their poor, for who de: in å 
and wiles and the princo and prince. of OP 
a onan an pete SUSE. both before and a í reftified ° 
cas ot britain. The prince of Ean Frifeland allo 
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; 619 
Voltaire [Ave of Louis XIV, V. ii, ¢. 2] fays, that near 50,000 fa- 


milies left France in the {pace of three years, and were afterwards fol- 
lowed by others, who introduced their arts, manufactures, and riches, 
yang eager a i al he not par af Gata (a counte? 
canes Ns of indul ry) received a new face from the mul- 
of refugees tranflated thither, peopling entire cities, where ftufts 
lace, hats, {tockings, formerly imported from France, were now made 
in thofe countries. 
ee Ma aa cantons of Switzerland lefs kind and 
t good people who took fhelter amongft them, 
by fupplying them with every neceflary, and even fettling penfions on 
them. In a few months after this revocation, the city of Geneva 
doubled her inhabitants: yet, left France fhould refent it, her magif- 
trates were obliged to fend them away again. The landgrave of Hefle 
Caflel received them in great numbers, and was extremely kind to them. 
Even the lutheran princes received them kindly, and erected churches, 
{chools, and hofpitals, for them, particularly the princes of Lunenburgh, 
the free cities of Germany, the margrave of Bareith, &c. They, in 
fhort, fpread themfelves throughout every other part of Europe where 
any degree of freedom or toleration of private judgment in matters of 
religion was allowed, as in Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Livonia, Po- 
land, and Ruffa. Some even wandered as far as our American colonies : 
and wherever they were received, they became a fubftantial bleffing to 
their benefactors by improving their trade and manufactures : more- 
over, many of them having been eminent merchants, fuch of thofe who 
fixed in England and Holland, fettled correfpondences all over the world, 
greatly to the increafe of commerce. 

On this interefting fubje&t we can fcarcely judge it a digreffion to 
join with Penfionary De Witt (in his Intere/t of Holland) in behalf of the 
freedom of toleration of religion, ‘ as being highly conducive to the 
t increafe of commerce, preferving our people at home, and alluring 
‘ ftrangers to come and fettle with us: for, adds he, all civilized peo- 
< ple muft be fuppofed to pitch upon fome outward fervice of God as 
t the beft, and to be averfe from all other forms; and fuch perfons 
© will abhor even to travel, and much more to refide, in countries where 
< they are not permitted to ferve God outwardly after the: manner they 
‘ like beft. Yet the clergy (almoft everywhere but in Holland) having 
€ a fettled livelihood, which depends not on the political welfare of the 
* land, do, through human frailty, teach and preach up all that can have 
< a tendency to their own credit, profit, and eale, even though it be to 
< the ruin of their own country.’ He then goes on to fhew how they 


F © e n es ane Po 
perfecute diflenters from them, odio theolagico, as he phrafes it: ‘ where 


atisfied, according 


“to their mafter’s doctrine, with enlightening and poradia alone, and 
412 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 
evi ne ess 


Ea A. D. 1685. 


A ~ € fhould be far from compulfion, either by fpiritual or bo diyan 
€ ments. How prejudicial fuch coercive practices are, cfpecialiy p ih- 
‘ trading cities, Lubeck, Cologne, and Aix-la-Chapelle, may inaa 
< where both the rulers and fubjećts of thofe lately fo famous e i 
« have, fince the reformation, loft moft of their wealth, chiefly bane 
< compulfion in religion ; many of their mhabitants being thereby nae 
< en out, and ftrangers likewife difcouraged from coming to re ae 
+ them.’ m 

In this firft year of King James II an act of parliament [e, 4] granteq 
to him new duties on tobacco and fugar; and this, we muft obfery 
was the firft time that tobacco and fugar of our own colonies were ae 
ticularly taxed by name; there being till now only 12d per pound (or 
5 per cent on their value) laid on them, under the Seneral name of 
poundage, as on all other imported goods: but fince this time thofe 
two moft valuable commodities have proved very confiderable aids to, 
the nation in its revenue. 

French merchandize being prohibited to be imported into England 
in the year 1678, as we have feen, for three years to come, and to the 
end of thé next feffion of parliament, and there having been no parlia-. 
ment during the remainder of King Charles II’s reign, King James II, 
in the very beginning of his reign, having great occafion for the friend- 
{hip of the French king for enabling him to accomplifh the two grand 
points he had in view, viz. the eftablifhment of popery and of defpotic: 
power in England, got.an aét of parliament paffed [¢. 6] abfolutely re- 
pealing that prohibition ; whereupon enfued an inundation of French: 
commodities, to the value of above four millions fterling,. within the 
compafs of lefs than three years, whereby all the evils formerly com- 
plained of were renewed, infomuch that the nation would have been 
foon beggared, had it not been for the happy revolution in the year 
1688, when all commerce with France was effectually barred.. 

_ It appears from the cuftom-houfe books that the linen alone imported 
in the year 1686 was valued at no lefs than L398,61 1:14:10, befides 
clandeftine importations thereof: and at a medium of three years, V12 


1686-7-8, there were annually imported from France 18,150 tons ° 
wine, and 4000 of brandy. 


And in the fame three 
annually from France, 


é 2 ted. 
years. there were upon an average import 


Linens to the value of 


LS 700,000 © 9 
Luftrings and alamodes - 212,500 O ® 
Other filk fabrics - a 500,000 ae) 
Paper 2 50,000 O ° 


[Britifh merchant, pp. 319, 325.] 
Such, however, was the kindnefs of Louis in return, that but two 
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years after this (1687) he prohibited the importation of moft of our 
woollen manufactures into France: yet King James, though naturally 
inclined to favour commerce, facrificed the great interefts of his king- 
dom to his enthufiafm and his high ideas of his royal prerogative. 

By an act of parliament [15 Car. II, c. 14] the revenue of the gene- 
ral poft-office, and afterwards alfo L24,000 yearly out of the hereditary 
excife, was fettled on the duke of York and his heirs male. In this firit 
. year of that prince’s reign, by the name of King James II, his obfequi- 
ous parliament enacted, [c. 12] that both thofe revenues fhould’ here- 
after be to him, his heirs, and fucceffors, one entire and indefeafible 
eftate in fee-fimple: fo that the poft-office revenue was made the king 
of Great Britain’s private eftate forever, and therefor is never to be ac- 
counted for by him to parliament, as. all public revenues are.. It was 
now eftimated at L65,000 per annum. 

For the encouragement of fhip-building, greatly decayed in New- 
caftle, Hull, Yarmouth, Ipfwich, and other ports of England on the 
eaftern coafts, occafioned chiefly by employing foreign-built fhips in 
the coal-trade, and other inland or coafting trades, there was a duty 
of 5/ per ton laid on all fuch fhipping by act of parliament, [1 Ya. I. 
e. 18] one half thereof to be for the ufe of the cheft at Chatham, and 
the other to the corporation of the trinity-houfe, towards the relief of 
wounded and decayed feamen, their widows and children. 

The weftern fuburbs of London continually increafing, more-efpeci- 
ally in the parifh of St. Martin’s in the fields, on a parcel of ground call- 
ed Kemps-field, whereon, towards the later part of the reign of King 
Charles II, fundry new ftreets were erected, the inhabitants obtained an 
act of parliament [1 ‘Ya. IJ, c. 20] to enable them to ered the fame in- 
to a diftinct parifh, by the name of St. Anne’s, within the liberty of 
Weftminfter, and. to tax. themfelves for finifhing their new church of 
that name. ; 

Another act of parliament, the laft act pafled in King James’s reign,, 
[r Fa. IT, c. 22) erects another parifh in the fuburbs, to be called St.. 
James,. in the liberty of Weftminfter, till now part of the parih of St.. 
Martin’s in the fields.. It appears by that adt, that the earl of St. Al- 
ban’s, (Henry Jermyn, then deceafed).and‘the other inhabitants of the: 
new ftreets called Jermyn-ftreet, &c. in a place formerly called St.. 
James’s fields, had been at the expenfe of above L7000 for ereting. 
their new church and laying out their churchyard ;. but not having yet 
finifhed the church, nor a manfion-houfe for its minifter, &c. they were 
hereby enabled fo to do by a rate on the inhabitants. It appears by this- 
act, that fundry parts of this new parifh were not then built up into: 
ftreets, which, however, are fo in our days, 

About this fame time, and particularly in this fame year, there was: 
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not a little written both in England and Holland on the fubjea of 
ing fea-water fre(h. Propofals were made, and patents granted, ane 
fame, as being of fo great a benefit to failors on long voyages ; ee the 
to this day, notwithftanding fundry later propofals, there has beeran 
effeđual progrefs made therein. : No 

In this firit year of King James IPs reign, he coined gold of 


+ - 22 cara 
“yas fine and two carrats allay into L44 : 10 by tale per Ib. of oan 
viz. into pieces of 10, 20, and 4of, and Ls pieces: and his filver ca.’ 


contained in a pound weight of the old ftandard 62/ by tale, viz. aa 
balf-crowns, fhillings, fixpences, groats, twopences, and pence, Tie 
ftandards the fame as in our days. i i 

Pope Innocent XT, being indebted 40 millions of Roman crowns 
(equal to about 11 millions fterling) executed a fcheme of redu@ion’ 
probably copied from what had been done by the ftates of Holland in 
the year 1655, as we have fhewn under that year. 

The pope finding that his public debts, though bearing only 4 per 
cent intereft, were now fold fo high as 122 per cent, in the firft place 
took care to provide three or four millions of crowns in ready cath, and 
thereupon iflued a declaration, that fuch as would for the future be fa- 
tisfied with an intereft of 3 per cent, fhould declare their confent by a 
limited time ; and that fuch as chofe rather to be paid off their princi- 
pal debt, might come and receive it. This option made all the cre- 
ditors accept the propofal of continuing at 3 per cent, by payments of 
one half per cent every two months, rather than take their principal 
money : and it feems, though the intereft was thus reduced, the prin-. 
cipal, in a very fhort time after, rofe at market to 112 per cent. [Bi- 
Shop Burnet’s Letters and travels. 


This is the fecond inftance of the good fuccefs of a national finking 
fund in Europe. at 

The king of France, obferving that the great extent of the limits of 
the Senegal company (no-lefs than about fifteen hundred leagues of the 
coaft of Africa) excluded all his other fubjeéts from trading inne 
flaves for the ufe of the French Weft-India colonies, now eftablifhed:a 
new Guinea company, with an exclufive right for twenty years to ae i 
in negroes, gold duft, &c. between the river Sierra Leona and the Copa 
of Good Hope; the coaft from Sierra Leona to Cape Blanco being te- 
ferved to the Senegal company. 
ene ea nod be no digreffion to remark the ae Bae 

nich the tran{plantati i S é getap 
by the difference of climate, air, tide, Bene Portugue ei 
limate, air, latitude, &c. The Portug 


i ; te : jal y 
in Angola, &c. on the African coaft, in a few generations gen 
contract the complection of the natives, even their woolly han, ne 
lips, and flat nofe z” 


s; and negroes born in Europe become gradually 


` 
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light-coloured.*. Our Englifh maftiff-dogs are known to degenerate on 
the continent. Spanifh horfes do the fame in the Spanifh Weft-Indies; 
yet in Chili alone they are faid to meliorate the breed. By tranf{plant- 
ing the vines on the banks of the Rhine the rich wine of the Canaries 
was firit produced. Some fay alfo, that from the fame vine, tranfplant- 
ed a fecond-time to the Dutch colony at the Cape of Good Hope, has 
been produced that moft delicious Cape wine ; though others think it 
{prung from a Burgundy vine. The China oranges, which are {fent in 
fuch immenfe quantities from Portugal all over Europe, came originally 
from a China plant, and have fince been tranfplanted, and profper in 
Spain and Italy. And the like may be obferved of many other fruits, 
plants, and vegetables, which, through the advantages of commerce and 
navigation, all the countries of Europe now enjoy, though unknown to: 
older times. : 

Although the Englifk Eaft-India company’s affairs were faid at this. 
time to have been fo profperous, that their profits in nine years time, 
viz. from 1676 to 1685, amounted to L963,639, yet, as all things on 
earth are unftable, a reverfe of fortune happened at this very time. 

It feems the Indians had killed fome of the company’s people at 
Hughley, in the bay of Bengal, and that thereupon their governors 
commenced war againft the mogul. 

The company alleged, that the proper origin of this war was the falfe 
reports induftrioufly fpread by the interlopers againft them; fuch. as, 
that the company was fallen under the difpleafure of our king, that our 
nation at home was under great difturbances, and that they themfelves 
(the interlopers) were the true company. They alfo had corrupted 
many of the company’s fervants, whereby a revolt had been occafioned 
at Bombay, and alfo at St. Helena, where they fet up for themfelves. 
The company farther urged, that this dividing of the Englith intereft 
in India made the mogul’s governors and rajas break through all their 
antient engagements and ftipulations with the company, and deprive 
them of many valuable privileges in India, and alfo extort great fums. 
of money from both parties: for the company alleged that the inter- 
lopers fubmitted to any impofitions, fo as they might carry on the 
trade ; they having, moreover, formerly given a handle to the Dutch. 
to expell the company from Bantam in the year 1682.. 

% Mr. Anderlon has here fallen into an error Indies, if Jara of white women, have nothing in: 
in common with many others, who, proceeding common with the negroes in their perfons. ‘The 
upon mifreprefentations,. or theories imagined by change effected upon the Portuguefe on the Atri- 
themfelves, or implicitly adopted from others, have can coait proceeds folely and entirely from copu- 


negleéted real facts. But it isa certain and well- lation with black women, whereby 3, 3%, OY per- 
a Fgh a 4 N wa e z 
known truth, that white people never become black haps $$ of thet blood, are derived from negro pa- 


vr woolly, neither do negroes become white, by rentage. A contrary change has in many initances: 
the influence of climate. The defcendants of the been cfeéted in the Weit-Indies, where fome, 


firfl negroes, who were carried to the coldeft re- whofe great-great-grandmothers were negroes, can- 
gious of North-America, are as black and as wool- not now be dittinguifhed by the eye from genuine 
ly as their African anceltors were. The defeend- white men. M. 

ants of the firt white men who fettled in the Weft- 
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reftoration) wherein he recites at large the five preceding 


All thefe confiderations being laid before King James, and it he 
apprehended, that, unlefs fome effectual care was {peedily taken cing 
whole Englith intereft in India would be utterly loft, a fhip of Sap 
immediately difpatched to India, with orders to feize all interlopers wa 
therewith a proclamation from the king for all his fubjeđs a ni 
repair to the company’s forts and factories, and to fubmit to their PAg 
di&tion.. The company alfo fent out feveral warlike fhips for hee 
purpofe. Laftly, for corroborating the whole, on the 12th of me 


: TA : z A ril 
1686 the king granted them a new charter, (being their fixth a 


: c charters, ‘and 
fabjoins, « that whereas feveral perfons, in contempt of thofe Charter 


* have of late years prefumed, without licence from the company y 
© fend out fhips and to trade within their limits, to the company’s great 
‘ damage and the deftruction of that trade: he, well weighing how 
highly it imports the honour and welfare of the realm to redrefs fuch 
diforders, and to improve that trade to the utmoft; and being fully 
fatisfied that the fame cannot be maintained and carried on to na- 
tional advantage but by one general joint ftock, and that a loofe and 
general trade will be the ruin of the whole; being alfo fatisfied that 
the trade has been managed by the company to the honour and pro- 
fit of this nation, and being defirous to encourage the company in 
their difficult and hazardous trade and adventures to thofe remote 
parts, he ratifies all the preceding charters in their favour forever, 
and in their fulleft extent, notwithftanding any nonufer, mifufer, or 
abufer; and farther, grants to the company, and their refpechve 
prefidents, agents, chiefs, and councils, in India, or to any three of 
them, (whereof fuch prefident, agent, or chief, to be one) power to 
' adminifter to all perfons employed by the company the oath taken 
‘ by every freeman of the company, and fuch other lawful oaths as 
their court of dire@ors fhal] appoint. The ufe of the martial law fhall 
extend to the ifland of St. Helena, and to the company’s fort of Prya- 
man on the weft coaft of Sumatra, as well as to their other limits. 
é And farther, underftanding that many of the native princes and g0- 
_ Yermors of India, &c., taking Opportunity from the divifions, diftrac- 

tions, or rebellions, amongft the Englifh, occafioned by the late licer- 
tious trading of interlopers, have of late violated many of the com 
pany’s privileges, furprifed their fervants fhips, and goods, pefieged 
their factories, invaded their liberties, Td iba many other mae 
eee Jt canle, cule their chiefs and factors, to the nation oe 

ts for all which the company intends to demand {atisfaction 
a peaceable way ; and, if not obtained that way, to ufe force of arms, 
oe they will have occafion to ufe their fhips in a warlike es 3 
e aten E hereby grants full power to the Cae Pi 
als, vice-admirals, rear-admirals, captains, &e. 
4 
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general in India, who may feize on and compell all Englifh interlopers 
to fubmit, and may take their fhips and goods ; alfo to make war on 
fuch Indian princes as may hurt the company. And in time of open. 
hoftility with any Indian nation, &c. they may, on the other fide the 
Cape of Good Hope, ufe the martial law onboard their fhips, as well 
as on land; referving, however, liberty to the king, at pleafure, to 
revoke this grant of martial law in their fhips. The company may 
alfo coin in their forts any fpecies of money ufually coined by the 
princes of thofe countries only, {o as it be agreeable to the ftandards 
of thofe princes in weight and finenefs; and that they do not coin 
any European money ; and that all fuch money fo to be coined by 
them, and not otherwife, fhall be current in any city, town, port, or 
place, within the company’s limits.’ 

1686.—In confequence of the great power given to the company by this 


charter, they proceeded rigoroufly againft the interlopers, who, on the ° 


other hand, by their abettors and agents, did not fail to raife a great 
clamour againft the company, who, however, continued in the exercife 
of thofe powers till after the acceffion of King William to the throne. 

_ As Jamaica was hitherto principally inhabited by the military men 
and their offspring, who had poffeffed it ever fince it was taken in the 
year 1656, thofe people, as generally difliking agriculture, betook them- 
felves to cruifing again{ft the Spaniards on the American feas, even after. 
peace had been concluded between England and Spain, in America ; 
and, allured by the wealth acquired thereby, they continued that illegal 
practice throughout all the reign of King Charles II, and to this time, 
and got the appellation of the buccaneers of Jamaica, fome of whofe 
bold exploits againft the Spanifh towns, and ports in Mexico, &c. would 
pafs for mere romances, had they not been too well known by both na- 
tions *. 

In this year the French, though at peace with England; in Europe, 
marched from Canada over land, and furprifed four of the Hudfon’s-bay 
company’s forts, fo that there only remained to us the fort at Port-Nel- 
fon. ; 

In November, this fame year, the kings of England and France con- 
cluded a treaty of peace and neutrality for America, whereby, 

Articles I, II) It is agreed, that there fhall be between them a firm 


* The ferocious and defperate valour, and the their colonies. Such were the wonderful, import- 


time to time, who may raife and mufter feamen and foldiers onboard - 
their fhips, as: fhal] be directed by the company, or by their captain- 


aflonifhing fucceffes, of the buccaneers, ftruck the 
Spaniards with fuch a terror, that they abandoned 
all thoughts of navigation; and, regardlefs of what 
they owed to their fame, their intereft, and their 
policy, they gave themfelves up to a habitual in- 
dolence, which has ever lince been the bane of all 


Vou, II. 
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ant, and permament, effects produced by a hand- 
ful of defperadoes. [See Raynal, Hifl. philof. ct 
polit. V. v, p. 180.] TE the induftry and vigour 
of the Spaniards were equal to the focal advant- 
ages they poflefs in Europe, America, and Afia, 
they alone would drive the trade of the world. JZ. 
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eace, as well in South as in North America, in both ¢o 
ad ¢ 3 s 3 : 

Sind: by fea and land; and that no fhips of either nation 
minted: to invade or attack the dominions of the other in A 


ntinent 
fhall b 


Bae merica 
11) Nor {hall any foldiers, or armed men, living either in 


o : o : the Eng 
lifh or French American iflands and colonies, commit any act of hoti 
ity or damage to either party ; nor {hall they Bie any affiftance onn 

lies of men or vi&uals to the wild Indians, 5 ith whom either king 

all have war. > 
o Both kings fhall retain and poflefs all the dominions and pre- 
rogatives they now enjoy 1n America ; and, therefor, the fubjeas, inha- 
pitants, commanders, and mariners, of each king , refpedtively, fhall ab- 
folutely abftain from trading to, or fifhing in, all or any of the places 
fo poflefled, or which {hall be pofleffed by the other, either in their ha- 
vens, bays, creeks, roads, or other places ; and fhips or veflels, found fo 
trading or fifhing, fhall be confifcated with their cargoes ; always- pro- 
vided, that the freedom of navigation be in no manner difturbed, where 
nothing is committed againft the genuine fenfe of this treaty. 

VI) Ships of -war, as well as merchant fhips, being forced, through 
ftrefs of weather, or purfued by pirates and enemies, or through any 
other urgent neceflity, to take fhelter into any of the rivers, creeks, ha- 
vens, ports, &c. belonging to the other in America, fhall be treated 
kindly, prote@ed, and fupplied with refrefhments, and all things need- 
ful, at reafonable rates, and may depart whither, and when, they fhall 
pleafe ; provided they do not break bulk, nor fell any of their cargoes, 
nor receive any merchandize onboard, nor employ themfelves in fih- 
ing, under the forfeiture of fhips and goods. But before they enter 
fuch ports, they fhall, at coming in, hang out the flag of their nation, 
and fhall alfo give notice of their fo coming in, by firing ase 
thrice, or, if they have no cannon, a mufket thrice, otherwile they fhall. 
forfeit as above. a 

VII) Ships of cither*nation, ftranded or fhipwrecked, fhall have 
friendly affiftance and relief. on OR 

_ Will) But if three or four thips together be driven into the pone 
either nation, fo as to give juft ground of fufpicion, they fall, te 
longer than the governor or other magiftrate of fuch port will a 
them, -after fupplying them with neceflaries as above. prifto- 

IX) The king of Great Britain’s fubje@ts of the ifland of St. oe 
phers may fetch falt from the falt ponds there. As, on the © one “the 
the French fubjects of St. Chriftophers may enter into the rivers ae 
great road, to provide themfelves with water ; but both thefe nT poth 
permiffions muft only be in the day-time. And they fhall, ©? 


ra 7 : fixth 
a bang out their flags, and fire a cannon thrice, &c- 25 19 the 
article #. 


$ and 
© Per- 


# St. Chriftophers, it muft be remembered; was fettled on by both nations. A 


» 
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X) Neither nation fhall harbour the barbarous or wild inhabitants 
and flaves, or the goods which they may have taken from the fubjeéts 
of the other nation, nor fhall they prote& them. 

XI) The governors, officers, and fubjedts, of either nation fhall not 
moleft nor difturb the fubjeéts of the other in fettling their ref{pective 
colonies, and in their commerce and navigation. 

XII, XII) The fhips of war and privateers of either nation thal] be 
ftridtly enjoined not to injure the other, as fhall alfo their privileged 
companies, otherwife they {hall be punifhed, and alfo make fatisfaGion 
for all damages; for which end they fhall be obliged, before they re- 
ceive their commiffions, to give fecurity to the amount of Li1coo fter- 
ling, or 13,000 livres; and if any fuch fhip has above 150 men, then for 
L2000 fterling, or 26,000 livres, on pain of forfeiting their commif- 
fions ; and the fhip fhall alfo be liable to make fatisfaction for injuries 
and damages done by her. ` 5 - 

XIV) The governors and officers of either nation fhall be ftri&ly en- 
joined to give no affiftance nor proteétion to any pirates, of what nation 
{oever they may be ; and fhall alfo punifh as pirates all fuch as fhall fit 
out any fhip without lawful commiflion and authority. 

XV) No fubject of either king fhall take a commiffion, or letters of 
mart, for privateering in America, from any prince or ftate with which 
the other is at war, otherwife he {hall be punifhed as a pirate. 

XVI) The French king’s fubjeéts fhall have liberty -to fith for turtles 
in the ifland of Cayaman *. 

The other four articles contain the ufual forms of provifos, in cafe of 
a rupture between the two nations, or of complaints of differences arif- 
ing on either fide, in America. 

It is eafy to fee by this remarkable treaty, how egregioufly the French 
king impofed on King James. For, 1ft, France’s American ifles were then 
- much more feeble than ours; and, as the» buccaneers from Jamaica 
might poflibly have made very free with them, James hereby gave them 
entirely up as pirates ; 2dly, the wzi poffidetis, hereby ftipulated, fecured 
to France the poffeflion of fome of her colonies, to which England, till 
now, had ftrong pretenfions; and, 3dly, it may be faid, that by this pa- 
cification France had an advantageous refpite for the improvement of 
her ifland, and continental colonies in America, and of which fhe made 
avery good ufe to our coft; 4thly, here is no mention of the four forts 
taken from our company in Hudfon’s-bay, not known in England when 
this treaty was concluded. ; 

- We muft, however, on the other hand, obferve, that by thefe treaties 
of peace and neutrality, for America, 1ft, between Spain and Holland 
in 1648 ; adly, between Portugal and Holland in 1661 ; 3dly, between 
England and Spain in 1670; and, 4thly, this treaty between England 

# A {mall ifland weft of Jamaica. 
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and France ; the poffeffions of thofe feveral potentates in America 
r feertained, and the freedom of commerce in thofe feas was more ace 
ly eftablifhed than had hitherto been eflected. m- 
The Dutch being at war with the Algerines, the later were fha 
fully encouraged therein by King James, who, for fome time, peranta 
them to have the ufe of his ports, and allowed them to fell their A ed 
in England, whereby they had opportunities, as obferved by nies, 
in his Naval hiftory, to go out as they pleafed, and to cruife againft ne 
Hollanders, from whom, in the fpace of fix months, the Algerines as 
in or near the Channel, above 30 rich merchant fhips. ? 
According to Sir William Petty’s fourth eflay on political arithmetic 
(licenced in 1686, and printed in 1687) the proportion of the ej 


lowing cities, as to their numbers of inhabitants, is as follows, ee fol. 
London, - 696,000 Rome, J eres 
* Paris, 3 488,000 Dublin, E 69,000 
® Amfterdam, - 187,000 * Rouen, Š 6600S 
* Venice, - 134,000 | * Briftol, 2 48,000 


WN. B. He makes the medium ofthe annual burials at London to be 
23,212, which number, multiplied by 30, ‘(as one out of every 30 is 
generally fuppofed to die in London in a year) gives 696,360 *. 

1687._The commiffioners appointed by King: James to treat with 
the French commiffioners for the reftitution of the forts in Hudfon’s 
bay, taken in the preceding year, reported to him, that they had clearly 
made out his right to the whole bay and ftraits, and all the adjacent 
lands, together with the fole right of trading within the ftraits and bay. 
The king thereupon declared, that he would infift on full reftivution and 
fatisfaGtion to the company, whofe lofs, by the invafion of the French 
in the preceding year, amounted to L108,514: 19: 8, as was afterwards 
fet forth by the company, in their petition to Queen Anne, m the year 
1712, though never paid to this day. The refult of this patched-up 
treaty with France was, that Louis agreed to reftore thofe forts to the 
company. 

This year the Dutch Eaft-India fhips imported from Ceylon 170,000 
Yb. weight of cinnamon ; which, though lefs in quantity than in fome 
years before, does, neverthelefs, demonftrate the great importance °° 
the ifland to that company. z 4 

We-may here, once more, remark, that perfecution, and the cee 
of the prevalency of popery in this. reign, as well as towards the clove 


* This humour of ma 


[wer 
gnifying London, and could aniwe 


i his, therefor,, elves 
leffening Paris, and other foreign cities, w aahit number ieee ly deceiving OU a 
bably pleafing to the king, b B EY as Eat. good end, and was only us #, are 
far from being jut; ates ut, 4 conceive, was 


Poffibly every one of the cities marked t 


iall 
» with refpe& to London, but more efpeciauy 


i fi -C uted wer 
feon i: ge of mortality, in our time, Parent: Acnteréane hick furely could anf 

e egregiouily erroneous, if, afi ’ 4 Am 
thoufand heufes have been added, iad ce no wife or folid purpofe. 
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the laft, drove numbers of proteftant diffenters to fettle in New-England, 
New-York, &c. which-brought a confiderable acceffion of ftrength and 
improvement to thofe colonies. 

Pont-Chartrain, the French prime minifter, being an enemy to their 
Eaft-India company, it is no marvel that they did not profper. Their 
importing vaft quantities of white cottons, and caufing them to be paint- 
ed in France in the manner of the Indies, drew upon them the enmity 
of the French manufacturers, who were much injured by the fale of che 
company’s cottons and filks. So that Pont-Chartrain this year procured | 
an edict againft the unlimited importation thereof, whereby the com- 
pany declined more and more; and the war of the grand alliance 
againft France added to their diftrefs, from which they never recovered, 
till after the peace of Utrecht; in the meantime, having no ability 
themfelves to carry on an extenfive trade, they were conftrained to let 
out their privileges to fome private merchants of St. Maloes, who got 
rich by a trade in which the company could not profper; and thus it 
remained till the regency of the duke of Orleans, in the minority of 
Louis XV, and the year 1719. 

1688.—The gradual increafe of the foreign commerce and home 
manufactures of England, the improvement of her lands and mines at 
home, and of her foreign colonies and plantations, had occafioned very 
much wealth to be accumulated in the {pace of about 150 years paft, 
the nation not having been engaged much or long in foreign wars, and 
thofe, too, moftly naval wars, which had not caufed much of our trea- 
fure to be carried from us, any more than did our own civil wars. 
From thefe, and fuch like confiderations, fome authors, who wrote foon 
after this time, have been of opinion, that the Englifh nation was now 
in its zenith of commercial profperity ; yet, fince that period, notwith- 
ftanding our many, and very expenfive, foreign land wars, the great con- 
fumers of treafure, our commercial, as well as royal, fhipping, have 
greatly increafed ; as have alfo manufaétures and foreign plantations, 
and almoft every part of our general commerce, both foreign and do- 
meftic. Neverthelefs, it muft be acknowleged, that about this fame 
year, 1688, we were arrived at a very great degree of profperity in all 
thofe refpects ; for the proof and illuftration of which, the following. 
brief memoirs of feveral very able authors, will afford us confiderable 
light, viz. 3 

I) We have an eminent inftance of the increafe of England’s com : 
merce and fhipping in only 22 years fpace, from Dr. D’Avenant’s Dif- 
courfes on the public revenues and trade of England, and alfo from 
Colliber’s Hiftory of Englifh naval affairs, (octavo, fecond edition, 1739) 
if the computations be abfolutely exact, viz. that the tonnage of the 
merchant {hips of England in this year 1688 was near double to the: 
tonnage of the year 1666. 
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Alfo that the tonnage of the royal navy, which in the Year 166 
only 62,594 tons, was now increafed to LOI ,032 tons, © Was 

II) D’Avenant farther acquaints us with what he muft 
perfedily well verfed in, as he was infpector-general of the cy 
in the year 1666 the farm of the cuftoms of England was but L390,0 
yearly. Yet, from michaelmas 1671 to michaelmas 1688, being eN 
teen years, the cuftoms yielded net to the crown L9,447,7 99, which Ds 
a medium, was, per annum, L555:75 2. 7 at 

HI) The fame able author gives us alfo a view of the gradual incr 
the general rental of England, occafioned principally by the incr 
commerce, andin part alfo by the great improvements made į 
by inclofing, manuring, and taking in wafte grounds, and mel 
what was poor and barren, vız. 

The general rental of England, for land, houfes, and mines, before 
we became confiderable in trade, viz. about the year 1600, did not ex- 
ceed, per annum - - L 6,000,000 o o 

Which general rental we take now (1698) to be 14,000,000 o o 

Moreover, in 1600, the faid fix millions, at 12 
years purchafe, the common price of lands at that 
period, was worth but - - 72,080,000 O 0 

But the lands, &c. of England, at the rental of 
fourteen millions, and worth 18 years purchafe, in 
the year 1688, amounted to - - 252,000,000 9 0 
How amazing is this alteration in the fpace of lefs than one cen- 
tury. 

So profperous was the Dutch Eaft-India:company at this time, ac- 
cording to Conful Ker’s Remarks on Holland, publifhed at Amfterdam, 
1688, and fince in Englifh, in Ker of Kerfland’s memoirs, that they 
were faid to have 30,000 men in conftant pay, and above 200 capital 
fhips, befide floops, ketches, and yachts. 

The fame author, treating of the city and republic of Hamburgh, 
-obferves, that its greatnefs and vat commerce were partly occafione 
by the refidence of our Englith company of merchant-adventurer™ put 
much more by the Netherland proteftants, who, in the duke ° Ae 
time, forfook the Low countries and fettled here ; and by the protefian’® 
turned out of Cologne and other parts of Germany, even though oat 
burgh be forced to keep 6 or 7ooo men in pay, to uard again 
paal alarms of the king of Denmark, or other neighbours, nee 
two or three Mips of war to guard their merchant fhips from. P 
yet their wealth and trade increafe dayly. And it is believed, me 
{mall and great, there are belonging to the commonwealth © a 
burgh, 5000. fail of thips*. He adds, that the bank of Ham?” | 
I 


have been 
ftoms, that 


eafe of 
eafe of 
n lands, 
loratin g 


* Surely this author muft be fomewhat miftaken, 


include all the hoy® 
ers, &c. employed in carrying ven ave Baa f 


goods upon the river Elbe. 4. 
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next to thofe of Amfterdam, Genoa, and Venice, is reckoned the chief 
in credit : but in trade that city is accounted the third in Europe, and 
comes next to London and Amfterdam, having now become the ma- 
gazine of Germany and of the Baltic and Northern feas. Hamburgh 
gives great privileges to the Jews, and to all ftrangers whatever ; but 
more efpecially to the Englifh company of merchant-adventurers, to 
whom they allow a large building, where they have a church, and where- 
in the deputy-governor, fecretary, minifters, and other officers of the 
company live, to whom the magiftrates make an annual prefent of wine, 
beer, fheep, falmon, and fturgeon, in their feafons. Yet he acknow- 
leges their bigotry in not permitting the calvinifts to have a public- 
church within their city, who are forced to go out of the gates to Al- 
tona, a fine village, a quarter of an hour’s walk from Hamburgh, be- 
longing to the king of Denmark, who, though a lutheran prince, has: 
the wifdom to allow the calvinifts a public church there: which con- 
duct of the Hamburghers may poflibly hereafter turn to their great pre- 
judice. He alfo obferves, that the city of Lubeck has been guilty of 
the like bigotry, and is at prefent much fallen from its priftine fplen- 
dour and commerce, having been in ojd times fo powerful as to wage 
war againft Denmark and Sweden, and to conquer fundry of their 
places and iflands, &c. But here our author fhould have noted, that 
generally thofe conquefts were made by Lubeck only as the head, but 
in the name, and by the aid, of the other cities of the Hanfeatic league. 
We have elfewhere traced the rife, profperity, and decline, of that city, 
and fhall therefor now only obferve, with this author, that their bigot- 
ry to lutheranifmy made their magiftrates, through the perfuafion of 
their clergy, banifh the papifts, calvinifts, Jews, and all other diffenters, , 
from their city and territory, to the almoft entire ruin of their com- 
merce. He fays,. that in his time (1688) they had not above 200 fhips, 
nor any other territory but the city itfelf, and a {mall town named | 
‘Travemund, at the mouth of the river Trave, eight miles below Lu- 
beck; the reft of their antient territory being long fince in the hands 
of the Danes and Swedes, (the former from Holftein, the later from 
Wifmar) by whom the burghers, fays he, are kept in fuch continual 
alarm, as to be quite tired out with keeping guard and paying taxes: 
yet, he fays, they ftill maintained 1500 foldiers in pay ; and, befides 
them,. 400 of their burghers, in two companies, are obliged to watch 
dayly. To this once-glorious city, we, in England, ought to acknow- 
lege ourfelves beholden for fome of our earlieft improvements in fhip- 
building and commerce, and. for our firft water-conduits. in London, 
Briftol, Exeter, &c. taken from their models: the Lubeckers having had 
much the ftart of us in refpeét of many advantageous improvements, 
the natural effedts of an earlier extended commerce, though now it be 


only the fkeleton of its antient commerce and grandeur. 
2 


j 
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Ker alfo obferves, piat Cologne k fo much depopulated } i 
: erfecution, that vines and corn now grow within it 
ai oe has alfo fuffered in the fame manner and from aa and 

caufe. ; 
Gor conquefts of Mexico and Peru, where fuch immenfe treaf 
were more eafily to be had, induced the Spaniards to negleg the ate 
and extenfive ifland of Hifpaniola, although it is faid there are fil 
3 mines of gold and filver, as well as of copper, therein, which were a 
merly worked to very great profit ; but they are faid to have deftro a 
three millions of the natives of that ifland, who, while they were A 
mitted to enjoy their poffeffions, were very ferviceable in fithing Be 
them, and in tilling their lands, &c. fo that they were then in greater 
affluence than they have been ever fince, the greateft part of the coun- 
try being depopulated, whereby they have been rendered unable to 
work their mines. This, it is faid, makes them carefully conceal their 
having any fuch, left foreigners fhould be allured to invade them, 
They have ftill, however, plenty of fugar, cocoa, cotton, ginger, in- 
digo, coffee, tobacco, wax, honey, ambergris, falt, drugs, and dyin 
woods. In this feeble ftate, a company of pirates, ufually then called 
buccaneers, fettled themfelves on the north-weft part of Hifpaniola, till 
then folely poffefled by Spain, and occupied the port and town of Petit- 
Guaves * : after fome years, they applied to King William for his pro- 
tection, promifing fubmiffion and allegiance to the crown of England: 
but that king being in alliance with Spain againft France, difrégarded 
their application. Whereupon thofe buccaneers applied to the French 
court, who readily took them under their proteétion, and fupplied them 
with proper affiftance. From this obfcure and fingular beginning has 
gradually grown up the prefent powerful French colony in our days, 
poffefied of the beft part of the great ifland of Hifpaniola, where they 
have excellent fugar-works, coffee, ginger, cotton, indigo, and all the 
other productions of the Weft-Indies ; while the Spaniards, on the other 
part of that ifland, proved rather ufeful than hurtful to them, by fup- 
plying them with cattle, &c. in return for the French Eaft-India mer 
chandize, and their own manufactures and produdt, with whic 
alio the French there fupply fhips from the continent of Terra ie 
and New-Spain, &c. coming to St. Domingo, where is fixed the Jait ap 


quar rels 


* A fettlement was made in the year 1630 by ts, Was 


fome Englifh and French refugees who had been 
driven from St. Chriftophers, firt on the north 
fide of Hifpaniola, and afterwards on the adjacent 
fmall ifland of Tortuga or Tortue. Mott of the 
Arlt fettlers were maffacred by the Spaniards ; but 
the remainder of them, under the dire&tion of 
Willis, an Englith adventurer or buccaneer, re- 
famed the pofleffion of Tortuga in 1 
tiled it, 


3 l 
taken by the Spaniards, and after, fevera 
Beenie Peach and Englifh ne ‘French 
wholely given up in the year 1659 oe poffeffions 
who foon after removed to more, Eer t, Do- 
on the greater ifland of Hifpamo® \ rived from 
mingo). In 1665 the firit governor am roug 
France, who by his prudence and be 
the rude and diforderly colonifts tO 
‘ £ D in 1633,-and for- themfelves and their mother coui 7 
The ifland, after being feveral times Hifl. philof. et politique, V. Wop DP 

š 2 
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peal, or dernier refort, in all fuits at law for Spanifh America, which 
therefor draws thither many people. This has proved an unlucky inci- 
dent for the neighbouring Englifh iflands; and fo much the rather, as 
the feeblenefs of Spain obliged that crown, at the treaty of Ry{wick in 
the year 1697, to cede to France that noble part of Hifpaniola, of which 
they had till then violently poflefled themfelves. 

1689,—The Englifh nation, as well as thofe of Scotland and Ireland, 
having at this time‘had their religious and civil liberties and free conftitu- 
tion openly invaded and trampled on by King James II in a moft flagrant 
manner, by the united voice of all: true proteftants and lovers of our 
national conftitution and laws, William prince of Orange, that king’s 
nephew and fon-in-law, was invited over from Holland to refcue us 
from thofe worft of evils, and was eftablifhed on the throne of thefe 
free nations, whofe religious and legal conftitutions were thereby fet- 
- tled on more fure and firm foundations than ever they had been in any 
former period whatever: which felicity of ours even foreigners have 
celebrated in their writings. Voltaire, in his Age of Louis XIV, gives. 
us the following remarks thereon, viz. ‘ this was the proper era of 
“ Englifh liberty. The nation, reprefented by its parliament, now fix- 
‘ ed the fo-long-contefted bounds. between the prerogative of the crown 

and the rights of the people.. They prefcribed the terms of reigning 
` to the prince of Orange, and chofe him for their fovereign, in con- 
‘junction with his confort Mary.’ 

The eftablifhment of this free conftitution did. moft certainly contri-- 
Bute greatly. in its confequences, as-it was natural to fuppofe and exped, 
to the increafe and advancement of our commerce. This will, in part, 
be feen in King William’s declaration of war againft France, whither 
the unhappy abdicated king had retired for proteétion.. 

In the beginning of 1689 the prince and princefs of Orange were re- 
cognized by the convention of eftates, and the- voice of the people, as 
king and queen of thofe realms, and by an/act of the convention of 
eftates of England, afterwards turned into an act of parliament, [1 Gul. 
et Mar: c. 6] a new form of a coronation oath was prefcribed to be 
taken by them :. whereby they (as-all their fucceflors muft do) folemnly 
promifed, and {wore on the gofpels, to-govern their people according to: 
law : to caufe law and juftice, in mercy, to be executed in all their judge- 
ments ; that, to the utmoft of their power, they will maintain the laws. 
of God, the true profeffion of the gofpel, and proteftant reformed re- 
ligion eftablifhed by law ;. and will preferve to the bithops and clergy of 
this realm, and to the churches committed to their charge, all fuch. 
rights and privileges as by law appertain unto them. 

Moreover, by a ftatute of this firft feffion [¢. 8] the tyrannical oaths: 
of allegiance and {upremacy were abrogated; and in their tead were 
the two following {fubftituted, viz. 1, ‘1, A. B. do fincerely promife. 

Vox, IT. 4L 
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é 
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< and fwear, that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to their 
jefties ;’ and 2, ° I do, from my heart, abhor, deteft, and abjure ma. 
< damnable dodtrine and pofition, that princes excommunicated ane 
< prived by the pope, or any authority of the fee of Rome, may be a 
‘ pofed-or murdered by their fubjećts, or any other whatfoever. A e 
: J do declare, that no foreign prince, perfon, prelate, ftate, or noe 
* tate, hath, or ought to have, any jurifdiction, power, fuperiority q 
eminence, or authority, ecclefiaftical or fpiritual, within this realm . 

The revenue of hearth or chimney money being found grievous : 
the people of England, by occafioning many difficulties ang queftions 
a great oppreflion to the poorer fort, and a badge of flavery upon the 
whole people, expofing every man’s houfe to be entered into and fearch- 
ed at pleafure, by perfons unknown to him ; it was therefor abfolutely 
abolifhed forever. [1 Gul. et Mar. c. 10.] ; 

It then appeared, fays the continuator of Rapin’s hiftory, [V. ll, b. 52, 
notes] that the number of houfes in England and Wales, foon after the 
reftoration, was about 1,230,000. And reckoning fix perfons at a me- 
dium, to each houfe, it fixes the number of the people then to be 
7,380,000. 

Tn the fame feffion it was enacted, that, when malt or barley is at 
Lr :4 per quarter, or under; rye, at Lr: 12, and wheat, at L2:8 per 
quarter; then it fhall not only be lawful to export the fame, but the 


exporters {hall alfo receive the following bounties, viz. for malt or bar- 


ley per quarter 2/6, rye 3/6, wheat 5/ per quarter; without re- 
quiring any thing for cuftoms or fees whatever ; provided fecurity 
be given for fuch corn being legally landed beyond fea, and that the 
fhip and its crew, in which it fhall be exported, be duely qualified ac- 
cording to the acts of navigation. [1 Gul. et Mar. c. 22.] 

This was the firft law for allowing any bounty on corn exported ; 
which bounties have generally been efteemed fo beneficial to the landed 
intereft, by enabling tenants:to pay their rents in years of plenty, ae 
unlefs in years of fcarcity, when the current prices were higher than the 
above-named ones, it has been judged prudent to continue the fame. 
How much this bounty contributed to the improvement of hufbandry A 
too obvious tobe difputed. Yet fome are of opinion, that, inftead her 


of, all the corn of plentiful years fhould be purchafed of the farmers 


: x 5 ft a 
by the public at a moderate price, to be laid up in gramaries again 


year of dearth. This would not only be a great help to our pom a 
year of fcarcity, but would bring foreign fhips to purchafe ra fup- 
price, and would alfo employ great numbers of our own fhips, By ae 
plying other nations at higher rates, as is done in Holland. In © 


: 5 leave 
countries, fays a French author, the people pay their foverelg> for 
to carr 


: rt- 
to carry out their corn, but wifer England pays her people tof expo? 
ing it, 
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As nothing tends more to the advancement of commerce and induf- 
try than giving eafe to {crupulous confciences in the exercife of their 
religion, an aét was pafled, for exempting all their majefties proteftant 
fubjeéts, of the feveral denominations diflenting from the church of 
England, from the penalties of certain laws: which, as its preamble fets 
forth, might be an effectual means to unite their majefties’ proteftant 
fubje@ts in intereft and affection. [1 Gul. et Mar. c. 18] This legal to- 
leration, fome wicked party meafures at certain times excepted, has 
generally anfwered the wife and good ends propofed by that law. 

The ftatute [5 Hen. IV, c. 4] againft the multiplying of gold and filver was 
repealed; becaufe ‘ fince the making of the faid ftatute men are arrived to 
‘ great fkill and perfection in the art of refining of metals, and of extract- 

ing goldand filver therefrom ; but yet dare not exercife their fkill, for 
- fear of incurring the felony of that ftatute; but do therefor exercife 
‘ their fkill in foreign parts, to the great detriment of the realm: pro- 
< vided, however, that all the gold and filver fo to be extracted from 
- other metals, be employed for coinage in the king’s mint, and no 
‘ other way. Provided, alfo, that henceforth no mine of copper, tin, 
< iron, or lead, fhall hereafter be adjudged to be a royal mine, even 
« although gold or filver may be extracted.out of the fame,’ [x Gul. et 
Mar. c. 30.] 

Louis XIV, by his great injuftice and violences againit England, 
Germany, Spain, and Holland, brought about a grand alliance of thofe 
four potentates.this year, for reducing that lawlefs monarch to reafon ; 
the confequence whereof was an immediate declaration: of war, by each 
of them. That of King William of England, dated the 7th of May, 
1689, after reciting Louis’s unjuft invafion and ravaging of the terri- 
tories of his ally, the emperor and’empire, as far as: is relative to. com- 
mercial concerns, was fummarily as follows, viz. 

I) ‘ That although it was not long before, that the French took out 
“licences from the Englith governor of Newfoundland, to fifh on 
‘ that coaft, paying tribute for fuch licences, as an acknowlegement of 
< the fole right of the crown of England to that ifland; yet, of late, 
‘ their encroachments. on that ifland, and our fubjects trade and fifh- 
© ery, have been more like the invafions of an enemy, than becom- 
‘ ing friends, who enjoyed. the advantages of that trade only. by per- 
« miffion.”: 

II) < But that the French king fhould invade-our Caribbee iflands, 
: (St. Chriftophers, &c) and poflefs himfelf of our territories in New- 
© York and Hudfon’s bay, in an hoftile manner; imprifoning fome and 
& murdering others of our fubjects ; burning their houfes and feiaing on 
- their effes ; are. actions even not becoming an enemy. Yet at that 
very time, Louis, far from declaring himfelf fo, sa by his minifters 
4 Lea 
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¢ in England, foliciting a treaty of neutrality and good correfpo ; 
in America.” [Anno 1686.] p ndence 
II) ‘ His proceedings, moreover, againft our fubjeds in Bee 
¢ fo notorious, that we need not enlarge thereon: fuch as, coy Ope ay 
the feizure of our fhips by his privateers; prohibiting a great wat 
our product and manufactures ; and impofing exorbitant cuftons art of 
‘the reft: thefe are fufficient evidences of his defign to seas Upo 
trade and navigation, upon which the wealth and fafety of ae the 
very much depend. ' i ation 
IV) < His difputing the right of the flag, inherent in the crown of 
‘ England. 0 
V) ‘ His unchriftian profecution of many of our Englith proteftant 
fubjeéts in France for matters of religion, contrary to the law of na- 
tions and exprefs treaties; forcing them to abjure their religion b 
unufual cruelties; imprifoning fome of the mafters and feamen of aie 
merchant fhips, and condemning others to the galleys, on pretence of 
having onboard, either fome of his own miferable proteftant fubjes ` 
‘ or their effects. & 
V1) ‘ And, laftly, his endeavouring, for fome years paft, by infinua- 
tions, and promifes of affiftance, to overthrow the government of Eng- 
< land; and now, by open and violent methods, to invade Ireland, in 
‘ fupport of our fubjects in rebellion againft us.’ 
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In the remarkable convention between the commiflioners of King 


Auguft 1689) concerning their prohibition of commerce with France, 
it was ftipulated : 


a 


a 


‘ I) That the fubjeéts of neither nation thall be allowed to traffic to or 
with thofe of France, either with fhips of their own or of any other na- 
tion. Neither fhall they import into either country any merchandize 
being the produce of the French king’s dominions. 

‘ II) If, during this war, the fubjeéts of any other potentate {hall 
have commerce with France, or their fhips are met with in their pat 
fage thither, they fhall be feized and condemned as lawful prize. 

‘< II) The other potentates of Europe, at peace with France, fhall have 
due notification, that if their fhips or veffels fhall be found at fea, be- 
fore this notification fhall have been given, making their way to France, 
they fhall be obliged by the fhips of England and Holland forthwith to 
turn back ; and if failing from France, loaded with French merchandize, 
they fhall be obliged to fail back to France, and there leave the faid 
merchandize, upon’pain of forfeiture. And in cafe the thips of thofe 


kings, princes, and ftates, or their fubjects, fhall, after the faid notifi- - 


cation, be found at fea, and failing either towards the ports of France, 
or returning from thence, they fhall be feized and forfeited, together 
with their cargoes, and fhall be reputed good prize. 

‘ IV) And as to the princes and allies who are already at war with 
France, notification fhall be given them as aforefaid; and they fhall 
be defired at the fame time to concur with fuch methods as are fo 
conducive to the common intereft, and to give and execute fuch or- 
ders as tend to the fame end. ` 

‘< Done at Whitehall, Auguft 1 2th—22d, 1689.’ 

Part of a fecret article, viz. 

‘ Tt is agreed, that in cafe either the one or the other party fhall be in- 
commioded or molefted, by reafon of the execution of this prefent treaty, 
or any article thereof, his Britannic majefty King William, and the 
lords the ftates-general, do promife and oblige themfelves to be gua- 
rantee for and to one another upon that account.’ [General coll. of 


treaties, V. i, p. 284, ed. 1732.] 


‘ 


c 


Voltaire (in his Age of Louis XIV) obferves, “ that France was ne- 
ver in fo flourifhing a condition as im the period from the death of 
Cardinal Mazarine to this war of 1689; contrary to the opinion of a 


‘ certain author, who (it feems) had affirmed, that France, fince the 


year 1660, had funk in real value, 1,500 millions ; the very contrary 
whereof was true! Thus (adds he) in England, in the moft flourith- 
ing times, papers are continually coming out to prove, that the king- 
dom is undone!” Which obfervation is extremely juft. 

Although King Charles I, and his prongs King James II, 
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had in their treaties with France generally ftipulated, that in ste 
any rupture between the two nations in Europe, the fubj eae one of 
crowns in America fhould remain in aà ftate of neutrality, Yet, at oth 
grand revolution in England, the French broke through that agreem the 

by entering in an hoftile manner into the Englifh pale at St Chit’ 

phers, even before war was declared there between thofe two Natio 0- 

and, although the Englifh of that ifle had fent for fuccour from BADA 

dos, (after taking fhelter in their fortrefles) yet they were necefita ES 

to furrender their part of it to the French in July 1689, and to mat 

to the neighbouring ifle of Nevis, to the great lofs of many merchants 

in London and Briftol. 

Soon after which the French drove the Dutch out of their own ifland 
of Euftatia in that neighbourhood. ; 

It was about this time that the firft convention was made at London: 
between England and Spain, for fupplying the Spanifh Weft-Indies with 
negro flaves from the ifland of Jamaica. 

‘About this time (according to a pamphlet, faid to be written by Mr. 
William Wood, a great undertaker in metals, entitled, the State of the 
copper and brafg manufadture in Great Britain, humbly offered to the — 
confideration of parliament, 4to, 1721) ‘ the raifing and refining of cop- 
per-ore was revived in England, and chiefly in the county of Corn- 
wall, after having been loft or difufed ever fince the time of the Sax- 
< ons, who, as well as the Danes, formerly made copper in England, as 
2 appears by the old mines wrought by them in feveral counties :. but 
by reafon of great quantities of thofe metals being imported from fo- 

- reign parts, (on which high duties fhould have been laid) that valu- 
able branch of our product was dropped for many ages.’ Yet General 
Malynes, in his Lex mercatoria, (1622) obferves, that copper mnes were 
then. a€tually worked in many Englifh counties: fo that Mr. Wood. 
muft, in this refpect, be under an hiftorical miftake. Under the year 
1399 we have likewife noted that feveral projects for mining were fet oy 
foot in the reign of Richard II. Mr. Wood obferves, ‘that ae 7 
s we had all our copper and brafs: from Sweden and Germany, the 7 

ASN (1721) we are in.a great meafure fupplied from out OW? Oe: 

It was later (he fays) that the art was gained to England of conv 

‘ing copper into brafs.” a 

On the breaking out of King William’s war againft France, Ail 
pany of fword-cutlers was erected by patent, for making hollow wo ; 
blades, in the county of Cumberland, and the adjacent countes, 
ate of the army. But though they were enabled to purchafe lanes 
mills, and to receive and employ great numbers of Germa 

Te ae not fucceed as: was expected. The firft patentees, 

old or affigned their patent to a company of merchants in 
- who thereupon purchafed.under that patent. to the value of L20,° 
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annum of the forfeited eftates in Ireland. But the Irifh parliament, in 
the reign of Queen Anne, knowing they had purchafed thofe lands at 
very low rates, would not permit them, in their corporate capacity, to 
take conveyances of lands, left they might have proved too powerful a 
body in that kingdom. This obliged them to fell off their Irith eftates, 
which put a period to the corporation. Yet a private copartnerfhip of 
bankers in London, poffefled of their obfolete charter, retained the ap- 
pellation of the fword-blade company till after the year 1720, though 
Jong fince broke up. 

King William having found it neceflary to declare war againft France, 
an act was pafled, for prohibiting all cre and commerce with France, 
from the 24th of Auguft: 1689, for three years, and to the end of the 
next following feffion of parliament, if the war fhall laft fo long. The 
preamble remarks, that it hath been found by long experience, that the 
importing of French wines, vinegar, brandy, linen, filks, falt, paper, and 
other commodities of the growth, product, or manufacture, of France, 
hath much exhaufted the-treafure of this nation, leffened the value of 
the native commodities and manufactures thereof, greatly impoverifhed 
the Englifh artificers and handicrafts, and caufed great detriment to 
this kingdom in general*. AJl fuch French merchandize imported 
fhall be forfeited to the crown, and fhall be deftroyed: with fundry pe- 
nalties on the importer, vender, and pofleflor ; on the refifter of execu- 
tion; on the informer acting by collufion ; on the matter, feamen, &c. 
importing them; and the fhip to be forfeited likewife, as alfo the carts, 
&c. bringing thole goods from fuch fhips. No brandy, or other fpirits, 
fhall at all be imported from any country whatever, on forfeiture there- 
of and of the fhip +. And though the faid French goods are to be de- 
ftroyed, yet a value is hereby put on them, viz. wines L30 per ton, and 
brandy L4o per ton; the reft as in the book of rates of the 12th of 
Charles II, or by a jury trying the caufe, in cafe they be not found in 
the book of rates: one third of which value fhall go to the feizer or 
fuer, and two thirds to the crown. With power for officers to fearch 
houfes, and to break open locks. Perfons refifting, punifhable, &c. 
[1 Gul. et Mar. c. 34.) 

In the fecond feflion of the parliament of the firft year of King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary, a moft memorable and glorious ftatute [¢. 2] was 
enacted, entitled, an act declaring the rights and liberties of the fubject, 
and fettling the fucceffion of the crown: ‘ Or, a legal confirmation of 
* the DECLARATION oF Ricut, prefented to the prince and princefs of 
< Orange, on the 13th of February preceding, by the lords and commons 


* Inftead of this abfolute prohibition of French + This abfolute prohibition was intended to en- 
wines and brandies, high duties were afterwards courage the home diftillery of brandy and fpirits 
laid on them in the 2d, 4th, and sth years of this from corn, on which a duty was laid by an act of 
reign. A. - the fecond year of this reign, c. 4. 


4 
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< affembled at Weftminfter, lawfully, fully, and freely, 


: reprefent: 
« the eftates of the people of England, viz.. p refenting all 


< J) Whereas the late King James II, by the affiftance ae on 
J x ini G ` S ay! 
« counfellors, judges, and minifters, employed by him, did endeayon. o 
‘ fubvert and extirpate the proteftant religion, and the laws and Me 
‘ of this kingdom, is ie 
‘ 1. By afluming a power ot difpenfing with the laws, Tion $ 
« confent of parliament ; ; l 
< 2. By committing and profecuting divers worthy 
“ bly petitioning: to be excufed from concurring to 
& power ; j 
‘ 3. By his commiffion,. under the great feal, for ere@in 
© called the court of commiffioners for ecclefiaftical caufes ; 
‘< 4. By levying money by pretence of prerogative, for otlier 
¢ and, in other manner, than the fame was granted by parliament , 
‘ ç. By raifing and keeping up a ftanding: army in time of peace 
: ; oe 
« without confent of parliament, and quartering of foldiers contrary to 
* law ; i 
< 6. By caufing feveral good {ubjects, being proteftants, to be difarm-. 


prelates, for Fen 


§ 2 court, 


time, 


t ed, at the fame time when papifts were. both armed and employed, - 


© contrary to law ; 


‘ 7. By violating the freedom of elections of members to: ferve in 
‘ parliament; 

< 8. By profecutions in the court of king’s bench for matters and 
“ caufes cognizable only in- parliament ; and by divers other arbitrary: 
* and illegal courfes ;- s ] 

‘ g. By obtaining partial; corrupt, and unqualified, perfons:to be re- 


“ turned to ferve on juries in trials for high treafon, who were not free- 
< holders:: 
olders:; 


c 


‘minal cafes, to elude the benefit of the laws made for the: liberty of 
* the fubjeds ;. 


11.‘ By exceflive fines having been impofed, and illegal and cruel 
* punifhments inflicted ; . d: 

‘ 12, andlaftly, By feveral grants and promifes made of foe 
forfeitures, before any conviGion or judgment againft the perionse 
*on whom:the fame were to be levied, x z d: 
_ < All which are utterly and dire&tly contrary to the known laws, ane" 
* flatutes, and freedom, of this realm ;.wherefor, the faid lords m 
* andtemporal, and commons, now affembled in a full and free tepr® jike 
ative of this nation, do, in the firtt place, as their anceftors, Be dent 
indicating and afferting the!" Fe 


é 


* cafe have ufually done, for the v 
* rights and liberties, declare, 


í 


PP 
t, That the pretended power of fufpending laws, or the executi? 
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10, By exceffive bails being required of perfons committed in cri-- 


~ 


a 


a 


a 


n 


+ 
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of laws, by regal authority, without confent of parliament, is illegal ; 


‘ 


2. As is alfo the difpenfing with laws ; 

‘ 3. And the like of the court for ecclefiaftical caufes ; 

‘ 4. The like as. to levying money without grant of parliament ; 

‘ 5. That it is the right of the fubjeéts to petition the king; and all 
commitments and profecutions for fuch petitioning are illegal ; 

‘ 6. That the raifing or keeping a ftanding army within the king- 
dom in time of peace, unlefs it be with confent of parliament, is 
againft law ; 

< 7. That the fubje&ts, who are proteftants, may have arms for their 
defence, fuitable to their conditions, and as allowed by law; 

< 8. That the ele€tion of members of parliament ought to be free ; 

‘ g. That the freedom of f{peech, and debates or proceedings in par- 
liament, ought not to be impeached or queftioned in any court, or place 
out of parliament ; 

‘ 10. That exceflive bail ought not to be required, nor exceffive fines 
impofed, nor cruel and unufual punifhments inflicted ; 

‘ rr. That jurors ought to be duely impanneled and returned ; and 


that jurors who pafs upon men in trials for high treafon, ought to be 
freeholders:; 


‘e 12. That all grants, and promifes of fines and forfeitures, of parti - 


cular perfons before conviction are illegal and void ; 
< 13. And that for redrefs of all grievances, and for the amending, 


- ftrengthening, and preferving, of the laws, parliaments ought to be 


held: frequently. 

‘< And they do claim, demand, and infift upon, all and fingular the 
premifes, as their undoubted rights and liberties ; and that no declar- 
ations, judgments, doings, or proceedings, to the prejudice of the peo- 
ple, in any of the faid premifes, ought in anywife to be drawn here- 
after into confequence or example. 

‘ Having therefor particular encouragement from the declaration of 
his highnefs the prince of Orange, and an entire confidence, that he 
will perfect the deliverance fo far advanced by him, and will {till pre- 
ferve them from the violation of their rights, which they have here 
aflerted, and from all other attempts upon their religion, rights, and 
liberties. t ; 

‘ JI) The faid lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons, aflemble 


. at Weftminfter, do refolve, that William and Mary, prince and prin- 


cefes of Orange, be, and be declared, king and queen of England, 
France, and Ireland ; to hold to them during their lives, and the life 
of the furvivor of them; but the fole and full exercife of the regal 
power to be only in the prince, though in the names of both ; and, 


- after their deceafe, the crown to defcend to the heirs of the princefs, 


and, failing fuch, to the princefs Anne of Denmark and the heirs of 
Vor. II. 4M 
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* her body ; and, for default of fuch iffue, to the 


heirs of th 
e 
< the faid prince of Orange. body of 


< TI) That the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy be abro 


« in their ftead the two following oaths be fubftituted.? [Th cee and 

already exhibited with the new coronation oath. i € have 
< IV) Upon which their faid majefties did accept the crown Pe 

« dignity aforefaid. oyal 


< V) And thereupon their majefties were pleafed, that the faid 
and commons, being the two houfes of parliament, fhould ¢ 
fit; and, with their faid majefties royal concurrence 
provifion for the fettlement of the religion, laws, 
kingdom. i ; 

< VI) Now, in purfuance of the premifes, the faid lords fpiritual an d 
temporal, and commons, in parliament aflembled, for the ratifying 
and confirming of the faid declaration, by the force. of a law made in 
due form by authority of parliament, do pray, that it may be de- 
clared and enaded, that all and fingular, the rights and liberties, af 
ferted and claimed in the faid declaration, are the true, antient, and 
indubitable rights and liberties of the people of this kingdom, and fo 
Mall be efteemed, allowed, adjudged, and firmly and ftri@ly holden 
and obferved ; and that all officers and minifters, whatfoever, thall 
{erve their majefties and their fucceflors, according to the fame, in 
times to come. 

* VII) And the faid lords and commons {ferioufly confidering, how 
it has pleafed Almighty God, in his marvellous providence, and merci- 
ful goodnefs to this nation, to provide and preferve their faid majefties 
< moft happily to reign over us, for which they render unto him, from 
* the bottom of their hearts, their humbleft thanks and praifes, do firm- 
‘ly, affuredly, and in the fincerity of their hearts, think, and do hereby 
“ recognize, acknowlege, and declare, that King James JI, having abdi- 
cated the government, and’their majefties having accepted the crown 
; and royal dignity, are, and of right ought to be, by the laws of this 


a our fovereign liege lord and lady, king and queen, as aforefaid, 
Ca 


£ VID And for 
“ by reafon of any 


À lords 
ontmue to 


3 mo effe&tual 
and liberties, of this 


ai Sak aa f ʻo realm 
preventing all queftions and divifions in this ne a 
afon. pretended titles to the crown, and for preferv ae 
certainty in the fucceffion thereof, the faid lords and commons P! A 
< s ae 
that it may be enaéted ;’ [here the fucceffion, as in the preceding 


ticle II, is enacted] ‘ and thereunto the faid lords fpir itual and na 
poral, and commons, do, in the name of all the people of Eng ca 

aforefaid, moft humbly and faithfully fubmit themfelves, thet mill 
and pofterities, forever 


i : hey W! 

ate 3 and do faithfully promife, that f% pit- 
ftand to, maintain, and defend, their faid wae tts ; and alfo ea 
ation and fucceffion of 


; p tanet, 
the crown herein. fpecified and con 


a 


a 


6 
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with their lives and eftates, againft all perfons whatfoever that fhall 
attempt any thing to the contrary. 

< And whereas it hath been found by experience, that it is incon- 
fiftent with the fafety and welfare of this proteftant kingdom to be 


pift, we pray that it may be enacted, that every perfon holding com- 
munion with the church of Rome, or elfe that fhall marry a papitft, 
fhall be for ever excluded, and be incapable to inherit and poffefs the 
crown of this realm ; and in every fuch cafe, the people of this realm, 
and of Ireland, are hereby abfolved of their allegiance, and the crown 
{hall defcend to the next proteftant in fucceflion, who fhould have en- 
joyed the fame, had the other been naturally dead. 

< X) And whoever fhall hereafter fucceed to the crown, dhall, if of 
twelve years of age or upwards, make and fubfcribe the declaration in 
the ftatute of the 30th year of King Charles Ii, entitled an A& for 
the more effectual preferving the king’s perfon and government, by 
difabling papifts from fitting in either houfe of parliament. 

< XT) All which fhall hereby be declared, and enacted to be the law 
© of this realm forever. 

«XI And that no difpenfation by zon ol/tante, of, or to, any ftatute, 
€ or of any part thereof, {hall hereafter be allowed, except it be allowed 
< in fuch ftatute; and except in fuch cafes as fhall be {pecially provided 
‘ for by a bill, or bills, to be paffed during this prefent feflion of par- 
* liament. 

< XIII) Provided that no charter, grant, or pardon, granted before 
‘ the 23d day of October 1689, fhall be invalidated by this a@; but 
< that the fame fhall remain of the fame force and effect in law, and no 
© other, than as if this a& had never been made.’ 

Whoever is even but flenderly acquainted with the hiftory of feveral 
preceding reigns in England, but moft efpecially with that of King 
James II, cannot fail to pronounce this aé of parliament, which we have 
here contracted as far as the very important matter of it would permit, 
to be a new and complete magna charta, or a folemn re-eftablifhment, 
with improvements, of all the privileges of the Englifh people, former- 
ly at any time claimed by virtue of the power of parliament, and of the 
laws and ftatutes of England ; and, in one word, that this folemn ftatute 
has mok effentially fixed the juft boundaries of the prerogative of the 
crown, and of the rights and privileges of the fubject, the moft happy 
confequences whereof have ever fince been fentibly feen and felt, and, 
it is to be hoped, will fo remain to the end of time. = 

The good effects of this firm eftablifhment of the liberty and property 
of the people of ‘England have in nothing been more con{fpicuous, than. 
in the great increafe of commerce, fhipping, AEN AUS and colonics, 

4 


governed by a popith prince, or by any king or queen marrying a pa- 


‘ 


ve 
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as well as of riches and people, fince that happy period, notwithty 
our having been fince engaged in feveral very expenfive ang ding 
wars, in vindication of our invaluable liberties, civil and religion, cody 

We may here farther note, that the parliament of Scotland i 
the fame time, made a like ad, claim, or declaration, of their abou 
and liberties, when they recognized King William and Queen ve 
for king and queen of Scotland. ary, 

King James’s net revenue, when he abdicated, was L2,061,8 55 yea 
ly ; for which yearly revenue, though granted by parliament, roe 
he, nor any of his predeceflors, deemed themfelves accountable to thee 
people or parliament. It iS, therefor, one of the great bleflings of this 
happy revolution, that exact boundaries are fet by parliament to the ex. 
penfe of the civil lift; and that, excepting the poft-office revenue, and 
the fmall remains of the hereditary crown rents, the application of the 
fupplies granted annually by parliament, have conftantly and pundctually 
been accounted for in every fucceeding feflion of parliament. 

The ground on which the ftreets called the Seven Dials, in the parifh 
of St. Giles’s in the fields, in the weftern fuburbs of London, ftand, was 
not begun to be built on till about this year, as appears by the continu- 
ator of Rapin’s Hiftory of England, [V. ili, p. 97, zotes.] Tt was crown 
land, and granted by King William to the earl of Portland. 

_ In Dr. D’Avenant’s Effay on way and means, (publifhed in 169.) 
he tells us, that the ordinary revenue of France was,- before this war, 
yearly, about one hundred and fifty millions of livres, or about twelve 
millions fterling. < We all know’ (fays he), how hardly this great fum 
_ was extorted from the people; but they were enabled to pay it by the 
‘ balance that arofe to them from the vent of their commodities and 
‘ manufactures. Their moft ftaple trade was in wine, oil, falt, linen, 
; and paper; their other manufactures are innumerable: anda vaft pro- 
fit they did conftantly make by the refort of ftrangers to their coun- 


‘ try, and likewife by furnifhing all Europe with their fineries and va- | 
“ nities.’ ; 


It is not very cert 
been fettled on th 


ain how long the Englifh Eaft-India company eek 
een. e famous river Ganges in the kingdom of Bengal. 
Their firft faGtory in that kingdom was at the town of Huguely, oP? 
river of that name, being a branch of the Ganges, 160 miles from 1ts 
mouth. About this year the company removed to Calcutta, 02 the 
fame fiver, where they built Fort William. for protecting their velo 
coming down that river aca °w omen 

í 8 \ at river from Patna with piece goods, raw fo 
altpetre, being the principal ftaple commodities of Bengal, other” 


the rajas, whofe domini : : ” her tribu- 
; ominions lie on that river who are either 
taries to, or elfe Sand ; 


t to 

make «eee powerful governors under, the mogul, yee ao 3 
cl a m x . -pi 
; metimes have made, arbitrary demands of duties fo P 
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ing that way. Higher up, at the town of Huguely, the Dutch. have 
a noble fort and factory for the like trade, and alfo for Bengal ftufts, 
calico, cotton and mullin, for the European markets; and -opium, gin- 
ger, long pepper, tobacco, &c. for the country trade. 

_ On the fame river too the French lately had a fort and factory. Here 
likewife, the Danes had formerly a faGtory. Likewife, in the year 1723, 
the late Oftend company had a factory. : 

At Huguely the great Mogul has a cuftom-houfe, and on that river 
there is a vaft trade carried on for all-kinds of India goods, backward 
and forward ; and, befides their ftaple goods before mentioned, they 
trade in ftuffs of herba *, aloes, opium, wax, laque, civet, indigo, canes, 
{pices ; and alfo in fugar and rice, carried all over India in immenfe 
quantities. This great kingdom of Bengal had its own monarchs till 
the year 1582, when it was conquered by the mogul. -Tt is one of the 
fineft countries of all Afia, and is faid to bring five millions fterling an- 
nually into the mogul’s treafury ; and is likewife obliged, on occafion, 
to fupply him with 40,000 horfe, and 80,000 foot foldiers. 

The Portuguefe had once fundry faétories here, but have been long 
fince expelled by the moguls, for their rapacious and outrageous con- 
duct. . Sigel z 
Higher up Huguely river, at Coflimbazar, the Englifh and Dutch 
have their out-factories; as at Dacca, an ifland in the moft eafterly 
‘branch of the Ganges; and at Maldo on another branch of that vaft 
river; all depending on the before-mentioned principal and fortified 
ones. The Englifh, Dutch, and French, have each a factory at Balafore, 
or Baflora, in the bay of Bengal, chiefly for taking in pilots to condué 
them up the Ganges. At this time the Englifh company publifhed a 
{tate of their trade, fhipping, and forts, viz. < 1ft, that within feven years 
‘ paft they had built 16 great fhips, from goo to 1300 tons each. 2dly, 
that in lieu of Bantam, from whence they had been expelled, they 
have erected and garrifoned three forts in other parts of India, for the 
pepper trade. 3dly, That they had now at fea, in India, and coming 
home, eleven fhips and four permiffion fhips, whofe cargoes amounted 
to above L360,000. 4thly, They had feven great fhips and fix per- 
miffion ones, all for Coaft and Bay, whofe cargoes amounted to near 
L570,000. s5thly, They had feven fhips for China and the South feas, 
whofe cargoes amounted to near Lroo,000, befides about 30 other 
{mall armed veflels, conftantly remaining in India. 6thly, That they 
have now remaining India goods unfold at home to the value of 
L700,000. 7thly, That, by means of their ifle of Bombay, they 
have brought thither the principal part of the trade of Surat; where, 
from 4,000 families, computed when the company firft took poffeflion 


c 
c 


(3 


* The rind ofa certain tree, which they drefs and draw out fo fine, that it works like filk, with 
which, and alfo with cotton, it is woven. <, 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative oar 


vt ee 


Pet 


T 


646 A. D. 1689. 


« of it, they are fince increafed to 50,000 families, 
> 
company’s laws. Laftly, the company had made 


a 


< war with the mogul, and brought him to reafonable terms, confir 
‘ by that prince’s own phirmaund, and fecured by a ftron med 


S Satrilon ar 
. 9g fo 
1a, Perfia, 


; n broug] 
t thither to load home, and not at the river of Surat, as formerly. it 
> 


¢ would not have been near fo“beneficial.’ This is indeed avery pom 
ous view of that company’s condition, as publifhed by themfelves. ae 
their enemies foon after gave a very different view of it. he 
1690.—Befides the benefits elfewhere mentioned, as received by Enc. 
land from the French king’s revocation of the edi& of Nantes in 168= 
it did good fervice to the Englifh colonies in America ; and particularly 
in the year 1690, when King William fettled fome hundreds of French 
refugee families on the fouth fide of James’s river in Virginia, above the 
falls, where they have fince much improved that naturally-fine country. 

The French in the province of Canada growing troublefome neigh- 
bours to the Englifh province of New-York, by endeavouring to draw 
to themfelves the whole trade of peltry with the Indian nations, the go- 
vernment of New-York made an attempt on Quebec, the capiral town 
of Canada,’diftant about 400 or 500 miles from New-York city. For 
this end they marched from,Albany, with 300 Englifh and 300 allied 
Troquois Indians ; and though the French governor of Canada had with 
him above double the number of regular troops, befides Indians, yet the 
Englifh defeated him, and’killed about 300 of his men : but not having 
artillery, &c. proper for attacking their forts, which furely they fhould 
have forefeen, they were fain to be content with this victory, and fo to 
return home. ; 

But in this fame year General Coddrington, commander in chief of 
the Englifh leeward iflands, had better fuccefs in the Weft-Indies ; for, 
by the help of fuccours from England, joined to the regiments he had- 
vaifed in thofe iflands, he retook from the French, with the lofs of a 
men, the ifland of St. Chriftophers, from whence he conveyed the French 
inhabitants, confifting of 1,800 men, befides woinen and childrens 
Hifpaniola and Martinico. The fame year he likewife retook Uae 
‘of St. Euftatia, which the French had, the preceding year, taken 110 


the Dutch : "he alfo took from the French St. Martins and * 
tholomew, but he failed in his 


a ae í attempt on Guadaloupe. fe 
Eoo Phipps, with a fleet and land forces from New-England, i 
TAN ; 


: : E nam- 
ova-Scotia, and took the fort and town of Port-Royal, NPCS = 


ed Annapolis Roy al, in the bay of F undy, which had fo gre 


our commerce in America, by means of the French privateers, 
tain the appellation of the Dunkirk of America. He alfo dem 
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fort at St. John’s river; and erected better forts in their-ftead. The 
French till, now had, from Port-Royal, carried on a confiderable trade 
to the fugar ifles, &c. with fih, lumber, and peltry. Yet King Wil- 
liam’s preflures obliged him to reftore it to France by the treaty of Ryf- 
wick, and fo it remained till the following century. ? 

So great is the, quantity of timber in that country, and the adjacent 
parts of New-England, that, in after years, the furveyor-general for the 
woods of the crown of Great Britain in America had direGions to fet 
out 300,000 acres of the beft woodlands, in order to preferve the white 
pine trees for mafts and other fhip timber, near the fea or navigable 
rivers, for the navy ; which, it is hoped, will be ever carefully looked 
after, whatever reports there may be of negle¢ts therein. 


The number of houfes in England and Wales this year, as returned 7 


by the books of the hearth duty at lady-day 1690, was 1,391,215 3 

which, at fix perfons to a houfe, makes the number of fouls 7,915,290, 

_ or very near eight millions. [D’Avenant’s Effay on ways and means of 
Supplying the war, London, 1695.) So that, reckoning one million and 
a half in Scotland, which may be near the truth, and two millions in 
Ireland, which we have elfewhere fhewn to be near the truth, there is 
good ground to believe, there may be at leaft eleven millions of fouls in 
England, Scotland, and Ireland: that author makes the houfes in York- 
fhire to be 121,052; in Wales 77,921; and in London, Weftminfter, 
and Middlefex, 111,215- 

Till about this time there was {carce any other kind of paper made 
in England but the coarfe brown fort. But the war with France oc- 
cafioning high duties on foreign paper, the French proteftant refugees 
fettled in England, and alfo our own few paper-makers, now began to 
make white writing and printing paper: which, in length of time, has 
been brought to fo great perfedtion, both for beauty and fubftance, 
that, in our own time, we import only certain kinds of Genoa and Dutch 

paper; which, however, bears but a {mall proportion to all the paper 
ufed in the Britifh dominions. How great a faving this has proved to 
Britain, may partly be conceived .from what has been often formerly 
affirmed by fuch as were well acquainted therewith, viz. that to France 
alone, from which we now take none even in time of peace, we paid 
annually to the amount of L100,000 for paper only. 

At this time, or a little before, fome mines of lead and copper were 
found in the lands of Sir Carbery Price in Cardiganfhire, in South 
Wales; which requiring great expenfe to work, he this year divided 
them into 24 fhares. This was the original rife of the mine-adventurers 
company, by the mifmanagement of which fo many perfons and fami- 

lies were greatly hurt, and others utterly ruined. In the year 1693, 
that gentleman and his partners fubdivided their 24 {hares into 4,008 


fhares, for. the term of twenty-two years and an half; in which fundry 
2 
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lords and gentlemen of worth were deeply concerned. Yet for an 
fufficient ftock of money for carrying on fo expenfive a woii ee 
guifhed and went retrograde until the year 1698, when a new Cont L ane 
was eftablifhed, by indenture, in a pompous manner ; the duke o 
being thereby eftablifhed governor of this company, and Sir Hur 
Mackworth deputy-governor, both during life, with a feleĝ conte i 
of managers or directors ; anda new capital {tock of L20,090 was Mie 
for paying off debts before contracted, and for vigoroufly carrying ed, 
the mines ; and five years were hereby added to the faid twenty-two 2 ce 
and an half of their grant. Sir Humphry Mackworth’s Propofal ana 
plan were accepted ; and he undertook to difpofe of the 4,008 {hares b 
a lottery for L125,000, confifting of 25,000 tickets, at Ls, whereof 2 Bh 
were to be fortunate ; with abundance of wild, perplexed, and romantic 
articles, which, however, drew in many perfons of worth and character. 
Sir Humphry Mackworth brought into this new conftitution, his own 
lands, coal-pits, and mines, near Neath in Glamorganthire, where 
wharfs and warehoufes, refining-houfes and mills, were erected, and 
much lead ore was raifed, from whence quantities of filver were extra@- 
ed, and alfo litharge of lead, which is ufed by apothecaries, furgeons, 
and painters; but chiefly by potters for glazing their earthen ware, 
and by the makers of fine glafs, and of red-lead, into which litharge 
is eafily transformed. Thus they went on, at a vaft expenfe, till next 
century, till when we fhall leave them, after only obferving, that it is 
fomewhat flrange, fo many fagacious perfons as Sir Humphry Mack- 
worth drew into this project, did not entertain any fufpicion of his 
vaftly pompous out-fet, and of his propofal of one twelfth part of the 
clear profit of the mines to be difpofed of to fuch charitable ufes as he 
fhould dire&t, previous to their knowing any thing certain whether 
there would be any profit at all from a mere embryo project. By fuch 
means, and likewife by his charity-propofal, many clergymen’s widows, 
and orphans, were engaged therein. A 
1691 —After the Englith Eaft-India company’s very great expenfe ot 
money and men in their war with the great mogul, they at length ob- 
tained peace with him, and the reftitution of their former privileges, 1? 
the year 1691; when they likewife re-eftablifhed their revolted factory 
Sete Bombay, and quieted the ifle of St. Helena. Neverthelefs, the n 
ae E es pa clamours. of the interlopers, oe ire 
that compan BAS to death at St; Helena, jointly confpire ners were 
nee AR ee difcredit ; infomuch, that printed eee ( not 
without exa a eae their Gumessand EAE wel ing this, 
ir Sgerations: propofals alfo were publifhed for diflolv gens 
edtenced oe asa And fo far was the houfe a ? to dif- 

Sicot y, as in this fame year to addrefs King Wilham agi 

apany, agreeable to the power referved by the crow 
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their charter, and to incorporate a new one. The kine’s anfwer was, 
‘ that, it being a matter of very great importance, it required fome 
< time to confider their addrefs.” In the meantime he referred it to a 
committee of the privy council; whereupon the company did, in writ- 
ing, declare’ their fubmiffion to fuch regulations as that committee of 
council fhould: preferibe ; which were in fubftance, that their capital 
ftock fhould be made up Lr,500,000 at leaft, but not to exceed two 
millions ; of which the prefent company’s capital of 740,000 was to 
conftitute a part: and the prefent company, jointly with the new fub- 
icribers, fhould be incorporated for twenty-one years *. 

The government of New-England, ftill finding the French in Canada 
very troublefome neighbours, fent out a fleet of 32 fail, with 2000 
land forces onboard, to attack Quebec ; but being eight weeks in 
failing up the river of St. Laurence, they thereby gave time to the 
French to bring all their ftrength to Quebec ; before which place, our 
people being repulfed, they were obliged to re-embark, many of their 
fhips in coming down that river were wrecked or loft; and when 
2000 Englifh and 1500 Indians had marched over land from New-" 
York, Conneticut, &c. they found no canoes to tranfport them over the 
lakes; they were therefor likewife forced to return home. In this un- 
fortunate and ill-conducted expedition, the province of New-England 
contracted L1r40,000 debt; and there were faid to have been 10006 lives 
loft, one way or gther. i - 

1692.—We fhali now give the Englifh Eaft-India company’s vindication 
of themfelves, by way of reply to the regulations prépofed by the com- 
mittee of the privy council, at the clofe of the preceding year, viz. 
that their prefent quick and dead ftock and revenue are really worth 
more than L1,500,000}, the prefent current price of their capital 
ftock at market being 150 per cent: that they knew no law nor rea- 
fon for their being thus difpoffeffed of their eftates at an undervalue: 
that theit forts, towns, and territories in India are theirs for ever by 
their charters, and have coft them, firft and laft, above a million fter- 
ling: that all the other propofed regulations are better provided for 
by their prefent charter than they can be by any new one, &c’” [Ac- 
count of fome tranfattions in the houfe of commons and before the lords of the 
privy council, relating to the late Eaft-India company, quarto, 1693.) 

The anfwer given by the king this year to the addrefs of the com- 
mons, for diflolving the Eaft-India company, was, in fubftance, that, 
upon due confultation, he found he could not diflolve the company in 
lefs than three years warning; during which time they could not be 
hindered from trading, nor could a new company trade, till thofe three 
years were expired; that the company having rejected moft of the re- 


* The company’s anfwer and vindication will be found under the next year. 4. 
+ Quick fleck es ends fhips and merchandize ; and dead ftock, forts, factories, houfes, &e. A. 
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gulations made by the committee of council, he was of 
what was needful to preferve this valuable trade could not be Ne 
without the concurrence of parliament ; wherefor he recommen, 
them to prepare a bill for that purpofe. This was. {peaking like n 

king to a free people. Hereupon the houfe of commons took the (oe i 
ment of this trade into confideration, yet, through their divifions sug 
the company’s great intereft, they did nothing effectual ; only 2 and, 
clofe of that feffion they addrefled the king to diffolve the compan the 
the end of the three years ; which, he told them, he would Con at 

A war with France having’ before been. feen- to be unavoidable py. 
England, it was {oon found to be very unfortunate for the later, that i 
her maritime commerce was much greater than that of France, the a 
thereby very much expofed to captures by French privateers ate 
much, that by an account laid before the parliament in this year, it ap- 
peared, that the French had in the two years paft of this war, taken 
from England no fewer than 3000 fail of trading veffels, great and. 
fmall: and within the fame period we had taken from France -only 
67 merchant fhips.. A terrible difference indeed, yet not fo difficult to: 
be accounted for as fome might imagine, when it ts confidered that fo 
great a part of France’s commerce was at this time driven in foreign. 
fhips, chiefly till now in Dutch bottoms.. 

On the other hand, (for balancing part of this great misfortune) the: 
ftric prohibition of commerce by both nations during this war, proved 
the occafion of gradually deftroying fundry very profitable French ma-~ 
nufactures, which were either transferred.to England diredtly, or elfe fet 
on foot by other nations. Thus, I). France was almoft entirely deprived 
of a moft profitable linen manufaéture (never likely to be. regained) of 
two particular fpecies, viz. dowlas and lockram, chiefly manufactured m 
Normandy and Britanny ;. of which England. was faid to have taken off 
to the value of L200,000 fterling annually.. For England, not being 
well able to be without thofe two forts of linen, fet the Hamburghers on 
imitating them fo well, that the very names of thofe French linens with 
us are buried in oblivion. 

I) France, before this war, manufactured good and cheap felt hats at 
Caudbeque, Havre de Grace, and other places in Normandy ; and by, 
our prohibition. of them, we have in time leamed to make. them better, 
as well as cheaper, than the French can do. } 

UI) Before this war the fine glas manufacture was almoft entirely: 
French : for, not only the greateft part of the plate-glafs of our coaches 
and chairs, and of our fine looking-glaffes, came aoe France, but ee 
wife our fineft window-glafs, which was ufually called Normandy Saf 
and French crown-glafs.; both which we have fince made entirety 0 
own manufacture, in the greateft perfe@ion. cage 

We have before noted, under the year 1685, the great benefits W8 


Opinion, thar 
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‘had accrued to England by receiving the French proteftant refugees, 
‘who introduced fundry new manufaétures: neverthelefs, the improve- 
‘ment of them, and of the others above mentioned, could not have beén 
fo fpeedily nor fo effectually accomplifhed, had it it not been for the 
ftridt prohibition of intercourfe between the two nations by this war. 
Whereby alfo (IV) cutlery-ware, watches, toys, ribands, &c. and moft 
efpecially England’s broad-filk manufacture, have been fo greatly im- 
proved as even to outdo the French in all of them. Hence it may well 
be imagined, how great the lofs of France muft have been in the de- 
creafe of thefe manufactures. ; i 
This year was propitious to England, by the great .and fignal vidtory 
over the naval power of France off La Hogue on the coaft of Normandy, 
where an army of 20,000 men lay ready to embark with the late King 
James to invade England, in cafe the French fieet fheuld prove victori- 
ous. Voltaire (in his Age of Louis XIV) relates, that 300 tranfport- 
fhips were got ready at Breft; and Admiral Tourville, with 44 fhips of | 
war, waited for them on the Norman coaft. D’Etrees alfo was on his 
way from Toulon with another fquadron of 30 fhips-of war, but hap- 
pened to be detained from joining Tourville by contrary winds. The 
combined fleet of England and Holland, according to him and others, 
confifted of near roo fail, commanded in chief by Admiral Ruflel, (af- 
terward created earl of Orford.) In this tremendous naval engagement 
at of the beft fhips of France were deftroyed, amongft which was the 
fuperb admiral-fhip the Royal fun, of 1ro brafs cannon, fet on fire in 
fight of that army and of the late King James. Voltaire relates, that 
14 of the largeft French fhips of war were run a-ground on the adjacent 
coaft, two of which number carried each 104 cannon; and their com- 
manders, knowing that they muft be deftroyed by the enemy, with 
their own hands fet fre to them. This (he adds) was the firft check, 
which the maritime ftrength of Louis XTV had as yet received. itty 
This year the French refugees in England, having formed a fuccefs- 
ful proje& for making luftrings and alamode filks, articles then in great 
vogue, and for which France had received from England great fums of 
money yearly, they got a patent for the fole privilege of making thofe 
filks, which they foon brought to great perfection. And, though, by 
the change of fathion, thofe filks are not now in requeft, the project how- 
ever contributed to the improvement of the Englifh filk manufacture in 
general. By an aét of the 8th and oth of King William, [c. 36] it ap- 
pears, that the Royal luftring company had then brought this manufac- 
ture to the greateft perfection ; wherefor foreign luftrings and alamodes 
were thereby prohibited. This obfolete charter was made one of the 
bubbles of the year 1720, and fell with them foon after to nothing. It 
was called the Royal luftring (vulgarly luteftring) company. 
1693.—The parliament pafled an at for Se certain ađts therein 
4 4 NZ 
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mentioned, and for charging feveral joint: ftocks ; whereby, 
was enadied, that for every L100 of Eaft-India joint ftock, there tho a it 
anfwered to their majefties, L5, valuing the whole joint ftock bs 
company at L744,000, to be paid quarterly by their governor or a 
furer, and to be deduéted from the ieveral perfons interefteg in the faig 
ftock, according to their feveral fhares and proportions therein aid 
e their next dividends. i , Upon 
. And for every fhare in the joint {tock of the Royal: African company 
Tan ; 
And for every fhare inthe joint ftock of the Hudfon’s 
ILES ; ; 
And in cafe any of the companies fhall make default in 
the times herein fpecified, the charter of fuch company 
fhall be, and is hereby, adjudged to be void. [4, 5 Gul et J 
* Thefe were the only joint-ftock commercial companies t 
land; the other three great commercial companies, viz. the Ruffia; 

Turkey, and Eaftland, ones, being only regulated companies, wherein | 
every member or.freeman traded folely on his own bottom ; fubje& only A 
to certain regulations and reftrictions by the bye laws and general orders 
of each company; which have therefor the appellation of regulated: 
companies, $ , 

It happened (either intentionally or moft unaccountably) that the- 
Eaft-India company negledted to pay the tax within. the time limited by: 
this at; whereby they legally forfeited their charter. Yet King Wil- 
liam was unwilling to take advantage thereof, as it would have occafion- 
ed great diforders and loffes to. the proprietors. The company, however, 

a hereupon was faid to have diftributed great fums. of money to men in: 
power}: they therefor obtained a new charter, on the 7th of Oéober 
£693, reftoring them to all the powers, &c. which former charters bad: | 
given them ; but with the following provifo, viz. : 
< That if the company do not accept of, fubmit to, and cal 
j ; , Secute, fuch orders, directions, additions, alterations, reftrictions, ‘ de 
` ng to the conftitution and powers of their corporation, and its ees 
3 aa sas ftock, &c. as the king fhall by charter ordain, under his g a 
viv betore the 29th September 1694, then their majefties may oe 
this charter.’ Which regulations and orders were accordingly mace 


; * abe act does n ‘ traced to the kine ; Lsooo to the duke oP 
panes ‘aad other fums to other ae At Pee ommons : 
= e was i 3 ale $ 
t Great fums indecd ! the enn eI ie: fent, out of a 
having ordered an examination of the Eaft-India Gaua g materi nine days after it was aem a 
fe PRIES books, it appeared, that the fums paid by the lords, a proclamation was oe farces 
fop Special fervices, which, before the revolution- his fight. —< Thus ended a wretche y. ib. 
ae ever exceeded Liz2oo in a year; had ever [Macpher fors Hiflory of Great Britain 2 \ 
ince gradually increafed, and in the year 1693 J M. 5 
tbey amopnted to neur 190,000,—s Lio,000 were US : 


inter oj 


-bay company, : 
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by two royal charters: the firft of which was on the 11th of November 

4693, in fubftance as follows, viz. ‘ 
< T) All fwbfcribers fhall be members of the company. 

‘ I!) L744,000 fhall be the whole capital of the company- 
< Ill)-None thall fubfcribe above L10,000. 

‘ IV) In general courts Lrooo' ftock fhall have one vote; and none 
fhall have above ten votes. 

< V) Such as fhall become proprietors by purchafe, fhall pay for their 
freedom Ls. Who (as alfo the new fubfcribers) fhall take the oaths 
appointed by law, and alfo the freeman’s oath. 

‘ VI) The governor, or, inghis abfence, the deputy-governor, to have 
a cafting vote in all courts; each of them to have L4ooo in their own 
right: and each:committee-man Lrooo *. 
< VII) No permiffion fhall be granted for fhips to India on a private 
account, on the penalty of forfeiting the charters. 
< VIII) No private contra& is to be made, for fale of the company’s 
€ goods, (faltpetre only excepted, fold for the king’s ufe.) But all to be 
‘ openly and publicly fold. And no one lot (jewels excepted) to ex- 
* ceéd L500 value. 

< IX) The company fhall annually export to India, of the growth and 
“ product of England, to the value of at leaft L.roo,000. 

< X) The company fhall annually fupply the crown with 500 tons of 
< falrpetre, at L38 : 10 per ton in time of peace, and at L45 in time of 
€ War.. if 

‘< XI) All dividends of the company’s profits fhall, for the future, be 
€ made in money only. na 

‘ XII) A book fhall be hereafter kept by the company, wherein the: 
value of their ftock:fhall be entered, as attefted upon oath, to be view- 
* ed by all concerned; and the like as.to all mortgages, alienations, 
* transfers, and affignments. 

< XIII) The joint ftock of the company fhall continue for 21 years: 
t and-one year before its expiration, books fhall lie open for new fub- 
e {criptions to a new joint ftock.’ - 

In an a& of parliament for regaining, encouraging, and fettling, the: 
Greenland trade; it is obferved, that the trade to the Greenland feas, in 
the fifhing for whales, had heretofore been very beneficial to England,, 
both in refpeét to the employment of feamen and fhips, and the con- 
fumption of great quantities of provifions f, as alfo in the importation. 
of great quantities of oil and whale-fins ; yet that this trade had been 
wholely loft to the kingdom, and could now no otherwile be revived. 
than by united endeavours in a joint ftock : ‘ wherefor this act incor- 
“ porates Sir William Scawen, and forty-one perfons more, to be a cor- 


& 


* The committee-men are now called directors. r os : 
+ How different is this ftile from the proclamations of King James and King Charles 1? 4% 
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The French, we have feen, having, even in time of peace, feized on 
all the forts of England in Hudfon’s bay, excepting that at Port-Nelfon 
in the year 1686, King William now fent out fuch a force as retook 
them all. Neverthelefs, foon after, the French, with a {tronger force, 
again took all the forts in that bay. 

1694.—The revenues of the city of London having in*fome former 
times been under bad or negligent management, the fund for the orphans 
of freemen was fuffered to run fo far in arrear, that.the chamber of Lon- 
don (where that fund was and is ftill kept) was fhut up for feveral years. 
Hereof great complaints were made at different times, infomuch that 
this fhutting up was compared to the fhutting up of the .exchequer in 
the year 1672. After three or four years folicitation, the magiftracy 
coming into better hands, they obtained an act of parliament [5, 6 Gul 
et Mar..c. 10} for relief of the orphans and other creditors of the city 


of London, purporting, ‘ that whereas the mayor, commonalty, and Cl- . 


‘zens, are anfwerable for all monies of their orphans ; but that, by 
t 2 . n . 
reafon.of {undry accidents and calamities, they are now indebted to 


‘ the faid orphans and other creditors, for principal and intereft, 10.4 


much 


: lefs fome affiftance be given them. It was therefor enacted, 1ft, a 
‘ towards raifing a perpetual fund to pay the. yearly intereft of 4 Pe 
‘ cent for the whole debt, to any orphans, or their afligns, oF oe 
‘ ditors, of the city of London, all the manors, mefluages, e 
' fairs, aqueduâs, and revenues, of the city, (excepting the public 2°" 

pitals and the revenues of London bridge) fhould be charged forev 


; from midfummer 1694, towards raifing the clear yearly fum of Le 


6 ates 
Foren ex, and L2000 more per annum to be raifed on’ perfonal eft 


. 


The want of Englifh harpooncers, &c. being at this time fo great. A. : 
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‘And, for the increafe of this fund, L600 per annum was to be paid 
out of the profits of the convex lamps, (then in vogue, fince come to 
nothing) 4d per chaldron for metage on coals imported, and 6d more 
per chaldron or ton, (for fifty: years, from michaelmas 1700) to be 
collected in the fame manner as by. the aétof the roth of Charles II 
for rebuilding the city of Londen ; alfo.4/ per ton on wines import- 
ed, 2/6 for binding every apprentice, and 5/ for every new freeman. 
And to the intent that this fund might be perpetual, it was now enact- 
ed, that from the time when the impofition of 6d on coals fhould 


markets, &c. and all.other the city’s revenues, fhould be charged with 
the farther yearly fum of L6000, over and-above the before-named 
annual. {um of L8oeo applicable. to the fame ufe. All which fums 
‘fhould, inthe firft place, be applied-to. pay-the faid 4 per cent yearly 
for intereft on the {aid orphans debt, to be paid half-yearly, on mid- 
‘fummer and St. Thomass day: which debt fhould be a perpetual 
transferable ftock. But no:orphan fhould for the future be compel- 
lable to pay. any money into the chamber of London., And any or- 
‘phan (under 21 years of age) applying hereafter to pay a faum of mo- 
ney into the chamber of London, may take advantage of this act, and 
the chamberlain may thereupon pay off the like fum to any who are 
“not orphans under 21° years of age, and admit the faid orphan in his 
‘ ftead. There are alfo claufes in favour of the corporations of the wae 
< ter companies of the New river, York-buildings, Shadwell,.and Lon- 
don bridge.. ’ 
We.may here add, that, upon the credit of this new orphans fund, a 
project was afterward propofed to be ingrafted by Mr. William Pater- 
fon (the firft projector of the bank of England) and others, for raifing 
ansadditional joint ftock of L600,000, for lending money on land fecu- 
rities, for a voluntary regifter of lands, and for iffuing and circulating 
a paper-credit, &c. ; which, however, did not take. place. 
By the great increafe. of the fhipping of London, the fuburbs eaft of 
the Tower and below St. Catherine’s, called. Wapping, were become fo 
populous, that. it was now’ found.neceflary to erect a new church and 


parifh for. the inhabitants thereof, by the name. ofthe parifh of St. John. 


‘in Wapping,.in the county of Middlefex.. 


A tax was laid on London hackney. coaches. (then fixed at 700 in: 


number) of L4.per annum each, befide a fine of L5o for a licence for 


twenty-one. years, and L8 per annum on ftage coaches. [5, 6 Gul. et’ 


Mar. c. 22.) And (that-we may have no more to fay hereafter. on this 


point) by an aét.of the oth year of Queen Anne, [c. 23] the hackney 


coaches of London were fixed at 800 in number, to commence from 
midfummer 1715, when the former term was to expire; from which 


term each of thofe coaches were to pay 5/ weekly. Alfo 200 hackney, ~ 


ceafe, (viz. michaelmas 1750) -then the city lands; manors, mefluages, . 
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chairs were thereby licenced at rof each per annum; in the 
lowing they were increafet! to 3003 and by another ag 
mD hackney chairs were increafed to 400 in number, bya a A 
of the great increafe of new buildings weftward. Alon, 

This year is memorable for the erection of the prefent moft uf 
and laudable corporation of the Bank or ENGLAND, which hag Not a 
proved extremely beneficial to commerce, but has alfo on Many emer 
gencies been a great fupport of the public credit of the nation. We 
have feen, that before this time there were propofals and fcheme, offer. 
ed to the public fora like purpofe : and it is indeed fomewhat eae 
that a public or general bank, capable of not only {upporting its nn 
credit by a paper currency, for the benefit of commerce, efpecially with 
refpect to large payments, but alfo fupporting the national credit, was 
not fooner eftablifhed in a country fo much abounding in wealth aa 
commerce. ` - 

There were in Europe at this time but four very confiderable banks, 
thofe of Amfterdam, Venice, Genoa, and Hamburgh; of which all but 
that of Genoa are folely for the conveniency of merchants. At Am- 
fterdam, Venice, and Hamburgh, all bills of exchange and other large 
payments are ufually paid in their banks, which faves much trouble to . 
merchants. | 

There are banks in other parts of Europe, which are not only for the 
conveniency of commerce, but alfo for the emolument of their pro- 
prietors, who had originally advanced money to the ftate, for which — 
they had a perpetual fund of intereft; and they obtained alfo the pri- 
vilege of being cafh-keepers for. merchants and others. Such are the 
banks of Genoa, Naples, and Bologna; there being two fuch in the 
later city, in one of which, though only 10 per cent was ever paid in, 
they are faid to make a dividend on the whole nominal capital; ane 
they are alfo faid to lend money at 1 per cent per annum, pt peers j 
from the great cafh they are entrufted with without intereft. Arter ae 
fecond fort of banks was the bank of England modelled, as Were à > 
the two incorporated banks of Edinburgh. ; : : Jand 

Moft of the former printed propofals for public banks ım ee r 
feem to have had that of Amfterdam principally in view : but althot a 
that famous bank be doubtlefs a noble and very ufeful one among E 
people whofe wealth confifts almoft entirely of money, and in 
call perfonal eftates, it is at leaft doubtful whether one entirely °P cer- 
model would be fo fuitable for England. Be this as it may, 1 © loy- 
tain that fundry men of good abilities had for feveral years paft ae ate 
ed their thoughts on a bank nearly refembling that of Genoa, an ue or 
ly thofe alfo of our own private bankers, having circulating 2° ones, 
bills, but with more than all the conveniencies of thofe p ie that, 
and without the hazard of bankruptcies, Yt was-alfo well pudge ra, 


ye 
[1 2 a fol. 


\ 


+ 


~ CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


A. D. 1694. ‘ 657 


in order to bring down the high rates of intereft and premiums at this 
time paid by the government, (which was big with mifchief to com- 
merce, by inducing men to draw their money out of trade), it would 
be requifite to eftablith a public transferable fund of intereft; and that 
the bank fhould alfo be for the conveniency of dayly receipts and pay- 
ae ; and fhould be conftituted a body-politic, with proper powers, 

GF 

Mr. William Paterfon, merchant, who had been much in fundry fo- 
reign countries of Europe, had laboured this point ever fince the year 
1691 with Michael Godfrey Efq. and others of the fame mind: and 
as the government at this time was put to very confiderable difficulties 
for raifing the annual fupplies, in order to fupport an expenfive war 
againft fo potent a foreign enemy, while the public meafures were-at 
the fame time clogged and’ diftrefled by a violently-diflaffe@ed faction 
at home, who alleged, that banks could thrive nowhere but in a re- 
public, and yet would at other. times argue, that fuch a bank as was 
-propofed would make the king abfolute ; he hoped that the government 
would therefor readily incorporate, with certain powers and privileges, 
‘a number of well-affected. gentlemen, who would advance a large fum, 
by way-of loan, for the public exigencies : yet, as he himfelf relates in 
his “Account of his tranfadiions in relation to the bank of England and 
“the orphans.fund,’ (1695, folio) he found it much more difficult to 
get.it-confented to by the privy council, (the king „being in Flanders) 
‘in order to be brought into parliament, than he had at firft apprehend- 
-ed. The monied men alfo oppofed it, left it fhould.diminith (as it cer- 
tainly foon.after did) their exorbitant gains from.the public diftrefles ; 
for even:8-per cent on the land-tax, befides additional premiums, though 
payable within the year, didnot: fatisfy them. Other anticipations of 
the public revenues were much higher,.the intereft, premiums, and dif- 
counts thereon running ‘up to 20, 30, and 40, per cent. And fad it.was 
to-confider,. that contracts.for things fold to. the government were made 
on the foot of 40, 50,:to -100 per cent above their current value, ac-- 
cording to the fame author, who was known to-be-well acquainted with: 
the ftate of things in thofe:times.. 


At: this. time, Mr. Paterfon. obferves, (in his ingenious book called the: 


-Conferences on the public debts, by the Wednefday’s club in Friday 
ftreet) that fo: great was the difficulty of raifing the annual fupplies, 
‘that the miniftry were sobliged: toiftoop to folicitations to the London 
‘common. council for borrowing only one or two hundred thoufand 
pounds at a time, on the-firft payments of: the land-tax, as particular 
common-councilmen did to the private inhabitants in their refpectve 
wards, going from houfe to houfe for the loan of money. _ 
The debates held long in the privy council, (Queen Mary prefent) 
many being of opinion that a bank would not anfwer, as they were 
Vox.. II.. 4,0 
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only to have 8 per cent intereft on the L1,200,000 to be 


; ad ; 
the propofers of this bank. The diflaffected were all againft cae by 
it would ingrofs the money, ftock, and riches, of the kingdom, alleging 


At laft, the parliament having paffed an a&t [5, 6 Gul. ef Map 3 


-for granting feveral rates and duties on tonnage of fhips, and E: na 
ale, and other liquors, for fecuring certain recompenfes, &c, to a 
perfons as {hould voluntarily advance L1,500,090, it w uch 


as thereh 
: are : : ; Sa. 
ed, that their majefties might grant a commiffion to take parti are a 


{criptions for L1,200,000, part of the faid Lr,500,000 *, of any perfo 
-natives or foreigners, whom their majefties were empowered to eat 
porate, with a yearly allowance of L100,000, (viz. 196,000, or g a 

cent, for intereft, till redeemed, and L4ooo for charges of management.) 

The corporation to have the name of The governor and company of the 

bank of England. Their fund to be redeemable, upon a year’s notice 

after the 1ft of Auguft 1705, and payment of the principal; and then 

the corporation to ceafe. The company were enabled to purchafe lands 

:&c. unlimitedly, and to enjoy the other ufual powers of corporations : 

their ftock to be transferable. The corporation were not to borrow or 

give fecurity under their common feal, by bill, bond, covenant, or 
-agreement ; nor owe at any one time more than L1,200,000, except 

by future ađs of parliament, upon funds to be agreed on in parliament. 

And in cafe of their borrowing any greater fum than L1,200,000 un- 

der their common feal, then every private member, and their heirs, ex- 
ecutors, and adminiftrators, are proportionably chargeable therewith, or 

-for the repayment thereof. This-corporation muft not employ or trade 

with any of their ftock, monies, or effects, in buying or felling any 

-goods or merchandize whatever, on forfeiture of triple the value of 

what is fo traded for. They may deal in bills of exchange, and in buy- 

ang and felling bullion, gold, or filver, and in felling any goods or mer- 
-chandize which fhall be pledged to them for money lent, and which | 
hall not be redeemed at the time agreed on, or within three months | 
after, and may alfo fell fuch goods as fhall be the produce of lands pi 
-chafed by the faid corporation. Provided always, that all bills obliga- 

tory under the feal of the corporation may be affignable by indor a 

ment ; and fuch aflignment fhall abfolutely veft the property unite z 
fignees. Provifo, that if the governor, deputy-governor, directors f» hall 
TE pr eee of the corporation, fo to be eftablithety ; a 
crown-lands ee ne aig Se een arany umapa money y 
way of loan or E aon Se ence to ao 
on NN \pation on any branch of the revenu, ranted 

ranches on which a credit of loan is or fhall be 8*? 


* The miniftry would not 
i truft the whole money to this new fcheme. 4. 
} The name of diređors now begins to come into ufe inftead of committees: A. 
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parliament, they fhall forfeit triple the value of money fo lent *. Pro- 
vided, that no letters of fignet, privy feal, or great feal, of the crown, 
fhall pardon. or remit amy fine or amerciament charged on this corpora- 
tion on account of any {fuit brought againft them; but fuch fine fhall 
be deduéted out of their annual fund. The reft of this long adt relates 
to annuities for one, two; or three, lives, for L300,000 principal money ; 
the refidùe of the L1,500,000 raifed by this aét to be granted by the 
king. x ; 

In confequence of this a& of parliament, the fubfcriptions for the 
L1,200,000 were completed: in ten days time, and L25 per cent paid’ 
down. And the king’s: charter of incorporation was executed on the’ 
27th of July 1694 ;-though it muft'be here obferved, that the charter 
was in fact little more than a piece of form) all the effential powers; 
privileges, &c. granted to the bank, being included in the act of par- 
liament, which has virtually. been a leading one for the erection of all 
future great trading corporations ; whereby, agreeable to the aét of the 
year 1689, for declaring the rights and liberties of the fubjects, &c. the 
crown is-limited and reftrained. from. granting, by its fole authority, 
new exclufive powers, privileges, &c. to any perfon or body-politic 
whatever ; upon which ground it is, that all corporations, erected folely 
by the crown, without the fanction of parliament, (whether before or 
fince the date of that famous act) which claim any exclufive rights by 
their charters, have, upon proper and public inquiry, been determined - 
to be fo far illegal: A 

We may hére alfo farther remark; that this is the firft inftance of 
any national fund being managed by any other than the crown officers - 
at the exchequer. This new method of allowing a round fum for 
charges of management has been ever fince followed, not only with re- 
fpect to the bank, but alfo to the Eaft-India and South-fea companies. 
The allowances for the expenfe of management (i. e. for falaries of go- 
vernors, directors, clerks, office-rent, &c.) were at firft ufually comput- 
ed from what fuch funds had formerly coft the crown when managed: 
at the exchequer ;:though in later times, I conceive, moftly with fome - 
faving to the public in this new method: 

The erection of this: famous bank (fays its projector Mr. Paterfon, . 
who was chofen one ofits firft-direétors) not only relieved the minifter- - 
ial managers from their frequent proceflions, as he terms them, into? 
the city, for borrowing money on the beft and neareft public fecurities, - 
at an intereft of 10 or 12 per cent per annum, but likewife gave life’ 
and currency.to double or triple the value of its capital in other branches + 
of public credit ; and fo, under God, became the principal means of the 
fuccefs of the campaign in the following year 1695, as particularly in? 


%* This.claufe feems intended to guard againft fuch a difafter as Charles 11 brought upon the com~* 


mercial interefts of the country by fhutting up the exchequer in the year 3 672. A 
4 2- 


> 
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reducing the important fortrefs of Namur, the firft material f 
wards the peace concluded at Ryfwick in the year 169y, ED ton 

Mr. Godfrey, in his judicious Brief account of the inte 
England, (1694) wifely foretold, * that if the bank can Circulate the 
© foundation of L1,200,000, without having more than L300 = thei; 
< ing dead at one time with another, the faid bank will be in A fea S 
« Lo00,000 frefh money brought into the nation. Thus’ (conti F 
he) ‘ it will make money plentiful, trade eafy and fecure ; will ae 
‘ the price of lands, will draw the fpecies of gold and filver ice a e 
‘ hands of the common people, as we fee it in Holland, Genoa, a ; 
‘ other places, where thefe funds are accommodated to receipts ad 
< payments. But after all,’ (fays he) ‘ the happy effects of this under- 
‘ taking, like almoft all other great things in trade, will be beft under- 
‘ ftood by the practice thereof, when time thall convince the ignorant,” 
ec. And as this has actually happened as that able gentleman foretold 
we fhall not need to fay more in this place on the great benefits of this 
bank. 

The charter directs, that there be a governor, deputy-governor, and 
twenty-four directors *, of whom thirteen or more fhall conftitute a 
court, the governor or deputy-governor to be always one. L500 ftock 
to be the loweft qualifications for a vote in general courts; and no pro- 
prietor, how much foever his ftock may be, to have more than one 
vote. The governor’s qualification ftock to be at leaft L4ooo, the de- 
puty-governor’s L3000, and each direétor’s L2000 ; and all thefe fhall 
be natural-born fubjects, or naturalized. Leflening their qualification 
{tock vacates their offices, which fhall be only annual. They fhall take 
the ftate oath, and alfo the oath of office, and the oath of ftock-quali- 
fication. Voters alfo in general courts fhall take the qualification oath 
and ftate oath. No dividend to be made but by confent of a general 
court, and only out of the intereft, profit, or produce, arifing by fuch 
dealing, buying, and felling, as the act of parliament allows. General 
courts may make bye laws, &c. agreeable to the act of parliament am 


* The names of the firft direGors of this great 
and opulent corporation ought not to be omitted 
in a hiftory of commerce. They were, 

Sir John Houblon, governor, 


George Boddington, 
Edward Clerke, 


James Denew, 


r Thomas Goddard 
Michael SRA Elq. deputy-governor, Abraham Houblon, 
‘ irediors. j Gilbert Heathcote, 
a John Hufband, Theodore Janfen, 
ir James Houblon, John Lordell, 
Sir William Gore, Samuel Lethieullier, 
Sir William Scawen, William Paterfon, 
Sir Henry Furnefe, Robert Raworth, 
Sir Thomas Abney, . John Smith, 
SEA ee Obadiah Sedgwick, 
ok Bridges, Nathaniel Tench, an M. 
James Bateman, ch 


John Ward, Efquires- 
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‘the general laws of the kingdom; may impofe fines on delinquents ; 
may appoint falaries to governors; directors, &c. Stock to be devifeable 
by will, to be attefted by three or more witnefles *.. Laftly, neither 
the governor, nor the deputy-governor in his abfence, fhall have any 
vote, either in general courts or in courts of directors, fave where there 
fhall appear to be an equality or equal number of votes. 
_ It is evident from the a& of parliament and charter, that this bank 
1s empowered to lend money on pledges; yet the corporation has as yet 
made little or no ufe of that power, although in the London gazette 
of the 6th of May 1695 is the following advertifement, viz. ‘ The court 
‘ of directors of the bank of England give notice, that they will lend 
“ money on plate, lead, tin, copper, fteel, and iron, at 4 per cent per 
‘annum.’ They have hitherto contented themfelves with banking on- 
ly, including therein the dealing in bullion, gold, and filver, difcount- 
ing bills of exchange, advancing money to the public on the credit of 
acts of parliament, and circulating their own fealed bills, which bore 
intereft, (though fince laid afide) and their cafh-notes on demand, bear- 
ing no intereft; as alfo circulating exchequer bills for the government 
‘on a flated allowance. In all which this happy corporation has proved 
extremely advantageous to the nation, and has preferved its integrity, 
and, as far as was poffible, its credit, even in very perilous times, down 
to our own days, chiefly owing to their great care in electing for their 
‘governors and directors only gentlemen of known abilities and integri- 
sty, as well as of fortune. i 

Notwithftanding all the precautions ufed in the powers given by law 
to the bank, it had many enemies to ftruggle againft. Even before 
‘this year expired it was fharply animadverted on in print as unfit to be 
continued. Some very ridiculous objections pafled down with many ; 
as, that all national banks have hitherto been peculiar to republics, this 
‘being the firft of any in Europe erected in a monarchy ; that its ma- 
agers and chief fubfcribers were inclinable to republican principles ; 
that it, may fubvert the regal government, by getting the public mo- 
ney, &c. into their hands; that it draws the money out of trade for the 
‘fake.of 8 per cent intereft; that it deftroys perfonal credit, on which 
young merchants were wont to be fupported in their commerce, &e. 
= On the 28th of September 1694 the Englifh Eaft-India company had 
:a fecond charter of regulations, which, after reciting the fubftance of 
the two preceding charters, made the following alterations and explana- 
tions, (inter alia) viz. - f T r 

I) The company may licence their own commanders and mariners, 
‘but no others, to trade on their own private account in fuch commo~ 


* This was altered by an aét of the 8th and oth of King William, which made bank flock a pere 
fonal eftate, and to defcend accordingly. <. 
1 
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dities, and to fuch value, as a general court fhall dire, provi 
be firft duely made, as well as cuftom paid, before landing th 

II) To the intent that the company’s annual exportation to Indi. 
the value of L1o0,000 of Englifh goods may truely be proved Ma of 
account thereof in writing, figned by the governor or deputy Thane 
annually laid before the king and council, attefted on the oaths ee 
proper officers ; which goods fhall not be relanded, nor carried. an 
where out of the company’s limits. a 

TI) Neither the governor, deputy, nor committee; fhal} lend out the- 
company’s money, without the authority of a general court, &e: T 

TV) If this and the two laft charters {hall not appear to-be profitable 
to the crown and realm, either in whole or in part, then, after three- 
years warning, all the three charters {hall be determined and void, and 
the governor and company fhall no longer continue a corporation, 
Laftly, 

V) This company fhall, by a writing under their: common feal, de-. 
clare their acceptance of, and fubmiffion to, this and the faid two lat: 
charters, or elfe they fhall‘no longer act as a corporation. 

We may here juft briefly note a temporary law for encouraging the: 
building of good.and defenfible fips, which: grants one tenth part of. 
the tonnage and poundage duty to the builders of three-decked {hips . 
of at leaft 450 tons burden and 32 guns, for. ten. years to come, to be: 
allowed only on their firft three voyages. [5, 6 Gul et Mar: c. 24.) ` 

This year the Dutch took from the French the fortrefs of Pondi- 
cherry on the coaft of Coromandel, whereby (as Voltaire in his Age of ' 
Louis XIV obferves) the commerce of: France declined. very much in: 
India. Yet Louis obliged:the Dutch, at the peace of Ryfwick in 1697; » 
to reftore Pondicherry.to the French company ; and- it-was.thereupon 
better fortified: by that: company. They have alfo fince then greatly 
-increafed their commerce to India, as both the Englifh and Dutch com- - 
panies know to their. coft:. : 

+ By the new-fnbfcription of L744,000 which added 781 : members, tpa 
the Englith Eaft-India company, it might have been imagined, that they 
had now effectually fecured themfelves againft the future attacks of op-- 
ponents. But as this company had expended vaft fums of money o 
oer amiembers of parliament, and.others, as well for obtaining t 5; 
laft three charters, as in endeavouring to divide. and buy off -the aes 
topers; and more efpecially in endeavouring to obtain an aét of pa A ; 
ment for their abfolute legal eftablifhment, their enemies found mes 


to influence the houfe of commons fo. far againft: them, as to enter up eA 
a ftriét-examination of their pra&tices. Eet e courfe. of the inquiry 
they difcovered, that in the year 1693 alone whilft Sir Thomas Cooke W z l j 
governor, and Francis Tyffen, Ef{q. deputy governor upwards on ee : 
were expended for fecret fervices by the former, ait by Sir Bafil Fi 


ded ¢ z ae 
e Gime 
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brafs, (lately-brought off from the interloping intereft) which two laft- 
named gentlemen, refufing to difcover to whom the faid fecret-fervice 
money was given, were, together with Mr. Charles Bates and Mr. James 
Craggs, committed to the tower of London by the houfe of commons 
in the year 1695. And although, in obedience to an aé of parliament 
of this year, Sir Thomas Cooke made a difcovery of many things to both 
houfes of parliament, yet it did not give entire fatisfaétion, as may be 
more fully feen in a printed collection and fupplement of the debates 
and proceedings of parliament of the years 1694 and 1695, upon the 
inquiries into the late briberies and ¢orrupt practices, (quarto, 1695) con- 
cerning which we {hall juft obferve, that fundry finifter arts at that time 
ufed, were afterward praétifed on a fimilar occafion in the famous year 
1720: fuch, for inftance, as Sir Bafil Firebrafs’s contracting with the 
Eaft-India company to put (i. e. to oblige that company to receive of 
him) L60,000 India ftock at 150 per cent, when the charter fhould be 
granted, although their ftock was then only at 100 per cent: whereupon 
the company paid him the difference, being L30,000; the difpofal of 
which laft fum Sir Bafil Firebrafs could never be brought to difcover. 
Great fums were alfo laid out for the refufal of ftock at certain prices 
on the fame fuppofition. Refufal of {tock was a contract for having the 
option of demanding ftock at a fixed price; as the put of ftock was a 
contraé&t by which, for a premium paid down, the contractor obliged 
‘himfelf to take a fixed quantity of a ftock, at a future time, for a fixed 
and higher price therein {pecified. Thefe new-fangled or cant terms 
were firft brought into ufe by this company ; and in this way of ftock- 
jobbing dayly bargains were made for many fucceeding years, fo as to 
be fince reduced into a kind of fcience ; but moft eminently in the fa- 
mous year 1720, and fome years after, till all fuch time-contrads and 
bargains for ftocks were made penal by act of parliament. Great fums 
were alfo laid out by the managers to anfwer the company’s contracts 
for fale of tock, &c. The houfe of commons had alfo impeached the 
duke of Leeds, then lord prefident of the council, on the faid account ; 
but the prorogation of the parliament put an end to it. Some years 
after all.this buftle was over, Sir Thomas Cooke had L12,000 beftowed 
on him by the general court of this company, by way of compenfation 
for his former fufferings on their account. 

This year the noble and magnificent hofpital at Greenwich, for the 
reception of decayed failors ferving in the royal navy, was founded. 
King William and Queen Mary had for fome time had this much at 
heart ; and they accordingly made a grant of the royal palace at Green- 
wich, (a part of which, on the weft fide, had been begun to be rebuilt 
for a royal palace by King Charles II) as alfo of a large adjoining fpace 
of ground, for this end. King William, after Queen Mary’s death, on 
the 2çth of OGober 1695 appointed by patent a number of commif- 

x 2 
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fioners for diređing the building and endowing of the intended 4 
and granted a large fum out of his civil lift for that end; an d i 
feuceflors were alfo confiderable benefactors toit. At length annual 
were granted by parliament for finifhing this truely magnificent ; 
ment and glory of Great Britain, which was fully completed in TA orna: 
of his late majefty King George II. Teign: 
In the fecond edition of Gibfon’s Continuation of Camden’s Britany; 
we have an authentic view of the vaft increafe of the roy annia, 


al 
England, exhibited in this year 1695, by Samuel Pepys Efq. a! < 


Citar 
royal 
fum 


In Camden’s time, anno 1607. At this time,. 


Number of fhips and vef- 
fels from fifty tons and 


anno ‘L695, 


upwards - but 40 fhips, now above 209 thips. 
The general tonnage of 
the whole - was under 23,600tons, nowabove1r2,4ootons 


The numberof men re- 
quired for manningthe 
fame - ~ was under 7,800 men, nowabove45,00amen. 

Themedium ofits annual a 
charge during the laft 
5 years of peace, under Lr5,500 

Ditto of war, - under 96,400 


above L400,000 
above 1,620,000 ° 


In this remarkable year, the parliament, gentry, and merchants, of 
Scotland made a very great effort, perhaps-one of the greateft that had 
ever been eflayed at one time by any European nation in their very 
firk attempt, for eftablifhing a colony of their own people in America; 
and, at the fame time, a company for commerce to Africa and Eaft- 
India: which, howėver, proved ultimately very fatal to Scotland. Tt was: 
faid to have been underhand fet on and: encouraged by the interlopers. 
in the Englith Eaft-India trade; who, finding that both king and par- 
liament inclined to favour the company, flattered: themfelves with hopes,- 
that, by thus encouraging the Scottifh defign, they might obtain their- 
‘own particular ends. z ; È ; 

Be that as it may, it is certain, that the Scots had Jong lamented H 
being almoft the only maritime ‘nation in Europe, without the Medi-- 


terranean and Baltic feas, who had no colony nor fettlement ovi 
Europe. 


rope. This point was more efpecially į ir hts fince the te 
ftoration of King Charles II 3 buahe tne ae: the two roy? 
brothers prevented that harmony, which was neceflary to reconcile 
people of oppofite parties in fo: great a national concern. ` Upon King 
William S acceffion they began to think more feri oufly about fach mer- 
cantile {chemes in Scotland ; and in the year 1693 their parliament paliec 


» 
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an act for encouraging foreign trade, by empowering merchants to enter 
Into commercial focieties; more efpecially for trading to Afia, Africa, 
and America. And that a paved the way for avtother in this year, 
and for a royal charter in confequence of it, incofporating a company 
to trade to thofe parts. It had been framed by Mr. William Paterfon *, 
the projector of the bank of England, and of the new orphans fund, who 
propofed a place in the country called Darien, very near the ifthmus 


which joins North and South America, uninhabited by any European ~ 


people, for a Scottifh colony; and to have another fettlement oppofite 
to it, on the South fea near Panama; whereby a great trade might be 
carried on both to the Eaft and Weft Indies. The fubftance of the 
Scottith act of parliament and charter was, 

1) That a number of perfons of quality, and of eminent merchants, 
&c. and their fucceffors, fhall conftitute a company fora trade to Afia, 
Africa, and America; to be called The company of Scotland trading to 
Africa and the Indies. ° 

Il) Half its capital ftock, at leaft, fhall always belong to native Scots,- 
always refiding in Scotland; the reft to Scots in foreign parts, and to 
foreigners. 

III) The qualifications of members. 

IV) The company’s power to purchafe lands, &c. 

V) And to levy forces and fit out fhips, for war as well as comfnerce, 
and that they may plant colonies and erećt forts anywhere not being the 
property of any European ftate, &c. provided, that all their fhips {hall 
return directly to Scotland with their cargoes. 

VI, VII, VIII) The trade to Afia and Africa to be for ever exclufive 
of all but the company; but to Darien only for thirty-one years, to 
hold their lands of the crown in fovereignty. And ¿f any damage be done 
to the company, the king promifes to interpofe at the public charge, for juftice 
and reflitution. 

TX) Ships and merchandize to be free from all reftraints and prohi- 
bitions ; as alfo from all cuftoms and taxes for twenty-one years, as fhall 
alfo the company’s members, fervants, &c. 

No fooner was the company erected, than Mr. Paterfon and his friends 
in England had influence to get L300,000 fterling fubferibed in nine 
days. Soon after L300,000 more was fub{cribed in Scotland, the whole 
capital being at firft defigned to be but L600,000 fterling. But, fear- 
ing that the Englifh fub{cribers would foon be obliged to withdraw 
their fubfcriptions, Mr. Paterfon and his aflociates went to Amifterdam, 
where they at firft met with encouragement: but the magiftrates foon 


* Mr. Paterfon had lived fome yearsin America, and public fervices, that the Britifh houfe of com- 
and in other foreign countries, and had entered mons in the year 1713 voted 18,241: 10:16 
deeply into {peculations relating to commerce and to be paid to him on account of his lofles in this 
colonies. He was fo much regarded for his merit unfuccefsful project. æ. 
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fufpeGting the prejudice this new company might do to 
Weft India companies, entirely fruftrated their fubferipti 
their next attempt was at Hamburgh, where they were cordially a So 
ed, the citizens expreffing their forrow that there was room for no Ta 
than L200,000 fterling for them to fubferibe. Thus far the Compa ore 
wifhes fucceeded ; and, as it was expected, that in Scotland Lae hy’s 
more would`be fubfcribed to make the capital up to one million telina 
. PS of great bum 
den at Hamburgh and Amfterdam, when fuddenly this fine project wa, 
overclouded, by the alarm taken by both the Englith houĝ 4 
liament, who in December 1695 very pathetically addreffeq tl 
againft the great advantages which he had granted to this co 
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Pping of England 
will be carried into Scotland, where there will be a free Port for all 


‘-Eaft-India commodities ; and confequently, the feveral Places of Ey. 
‘ rope, till now fupplied from England, will from thence be furnithed 

much cheaper. The Eaft-India merchandize alfo will be run into 
“England by the Scots, to the unfpeakable prejudice of England’s trade 
‘ and navigation, and of your majefty’s cuftoms: and, if the Scots be 
‘ fuffered to fettle plantations in America, our commerce in tobacco, 
‘< fugar, cotton, fkins, mafts, &c. will be utterly loft.’ With much 
more to the fame effect. 

King William’s firft anfwer was, that he had been ill ferved’in Scot- 
land; but neverthelefs he. hoped that remedies might be found out to 
prevent the mifchiefs fuggefted. 
: The houfe of commons al 
England, the mana 
peached by that houfe. 
paid to the fubferibers, w 
new company’s capital. 
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Scottifh company in vain applied to the king, and they got addrefies to 
him from all parts of Scotland, for obtaining the fitting of their parlia- 
ment: and, notwithftanding all thefe difappointments at London, Am- 
fterdam, and Hamburgh, they took an additional fubfcription at home 
of Li 00,000, which made their entire capital in Scotland 400,000 
fterling: and (that we may difpatch this matter entirely, now we are 
upon it) having, as they imagined, well weighed all the treaties with 
Spain, they ftrongly infifted, that the country of Darien, in which they 
determined to plant, was never planted nor fettled by Spain; but was 
always under the independent government of its own Indian chiefs, who 
have, for the moft part, remained in a ftate of enmity with the Span- 
lards. Wherefor, with five ftout fhips and 1,200 men, and all kinds 
of implements for war and commerce, they failed thither in the year 
1698, with many brave and experienced men, who had ferved in the 
late war, and were difmiffed at the peace of Ryfwick. The fame year 
they landed in Darien, and immediately erected a fort, and formed a 
plantation on a point of land, within which, about a league from Golden 
ifland, they found a fafe and capacious harbour, calling their firft fort 
St. Andrew, and their new town there New Edinburgh. Recruits of 
two {hips and 300 men at one time, and of four fhips and 1,300 men 
at another time, with ftores, &c. were fent after them ; all which, and 
feveral other fhips with fupplies, came for the greateft part to unforefeen 
misfortunes in their way to Darien, which they had now named Cale- 
donia. There were exceeding great rejoicings all-over Scotland on the 
news of their landing: for, as they pompoufly, and truely, termed this 
fettlement the height of the world, as lying between the {pacious North 
and South feas, their views were at firft very towering. By the propofed 
fettlements on each fhore of the ifthmus, they flattered themfelves they 
fhould be beforehand with all the trading nations of Europe ; firft, 
by fupplying Peru and Mexico with whatever they -wanted from Eu- 
rope, and, in return, fupplying Europe with the treafure and other pro- 
duct of thofe two rich empires; fecondly, it being about fix weeks fail- 
ing from their intended port on the South fea to Japan and to fome 
parts of China, and as there is but a {mall land carriage of a few leagues 
over that ifthmus, they computed, that in four or five months time 
they could bring the riches of Japan and China into Europe, and there- 
by greatly underfell all the other Eaft-India companies of Europe. They 
were not aware, that thefe flattering confiderations were fo many un- 
doubted bars to their fuccefs, and that it would be the evident intereft 
of all the commercial nations of Europe to fruftrate their whole 
alluring plan. Befides all thefe romantic {chemes, and their projected 
trade to the fouth and fouth-eaft coafts of Africa, they had farther in view 
the production of cochineal, fugar, indigo, tobacco, and many other 
undoubtedly feafible things, in their own colony of Seen: and in- 
4; ba 
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deed, it muft needs be owned, that, fuppofing all Europe p 
felves to be faft afleep, the very advantageous fituation of thei 
together with the national bottom, and ftill large capit 
pany, feemingly promifed, fooner or later, the accomp 
of the great things they had in view. But they ought 
expected oppofition, from almoft every quarter, to ev 
fine-fpun {cheme : for, befides the general intereft of England, confid 

ed by all men to be in imminent danger from this {cheme aoe 
Charles II of Spain was then our ally, and his minifter at London os 
fented a very fharp memorial to King William againit the Darien fe 
ment, which he termed ‘ an infult of the Scots, in attempting to fettle 
¢ themfelves in the very heart of the Spanifh dominions in Amati 
< and which his mafter therefor looked upon as a rupture of the alli 
« ance between the two crowns.’ To this theScottifh companyreplied with 
great labour and learning, and exhaufted all the civil-law arguments 
touching the nature of the pofleflion of countries; urging, that they 
had at leaft as good a right to fettle in Darien as the French had to 
fettle on Hifpaniola and on the Miffifippi, or the Dutch at Surinam, 
&c. all which had been efteemed parts of the Spanifh dominions in 
America, and were generally farrounded with Spanifh colonies; with 
much more to this fame purpofe. The Dutch likewife were extremely 
jealous of this Scottifh fettlement, as what might greatly fpoil their con- 
traband trade from Curacoa, &c. to the Spanifh American coafts; and 
might in time alfo prove very detrimental to their Eaft-India com- 
pany. Laftly, the French were no lefs jealous of this company, on the 
feore of their Weft-India commerce, which at this time began to be 
confiderable. They therefor excited the king of Spain’s refentment, 
and modeftly hinted their readinefs to affift him in driving the Scots 
out of Darien, at the very time (anno 1698) they were juft beginning 
a French colony in the bay of Mexico, at the entrance into the great 
niver Miffifippi, always efteemed a part of Spanith Florida ; and Ce 
likewife extending their late pofleffion of the weft end of Hifpaniola, 
always, from Columbus's days till very lately, poflefled by Spam. Thus 
was King William teazed and preffed on every fide, for the fuppreflion 
of this new company, and was therefor neceffitated to comply ae 
the urgent defires of his parliament and people of England; of t e 
aE whofe ftadtholder he then was ; and of his other allies; tO ua 
steno lean 0589 1 he governors of a1 t Ee 
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all the Englifh colonies, ftri@tly prohibiting, under the fevereft penalties, 
their holding any correfpondence with, or giving any affiftance to, the 
Scots at Darien. The news of this proclamation, and of the temper of — 
the Englifh parliament and people, thunderftruck the colony, who had 
before that time received fupplies both from Jamaica and New-York, 
and till now depended on the continuance thereof, until their own from 
Scotland fhould arrive: of which now defpairing, and being alfo denied 
any from Jamaica, whither they had fent for a frefh fupply, they were 
neceflitated to abandon their fettlement on the 2oth of June 1699, which 
they had bravely defended againft troops of Spaniards who had attacked 
it; and, being now ftarved out of it, it is generally afferted, that, out of 
fo many ftout men who went thither, fearce one hundred ever got back 
to Scotland, where this fad difafter greatly inflamed the parliament and: 
people againft their neighbours of England. The company petitioned 
the king for redrefs, while they were endeavouring to repoffefs their 
colony, by fending out fhips with men and ftores, when, to their far-- 
ther forrow, a fecond fet of proclamations, in the later end of the year- 
1699, came out in all the Englifh colonies againft the Scots: fome of 
whofe fhips, driven thither in diftrefs, were denied any neceflaries; one 
of them, with a valuable cargo, being driven under the walls of Cartha- 
gena, was feized by the Spaniards, who from that place had now block-- 
ed up the remains of the Scottifh fettlement both by fea and land, and 
forced the few people left therein to furrender. King William anfwer-- 
ed the company’s petition: with a condolement for their lofles, and with- 
a general declaration of being always ready to proteét and encourage 
the commerce of Seotland. But the king’s anfwer to the lords addrefs - 
feemed now the only proper expedient, ‘ for healing the rancour of the : 
* minds of both nations, by uniting them more completely; that, after: 
‘ they had lived near one hundred years under the fame head, they 
“ might at length become one people; which he therefor earneftly re- 
< commended to: their confideration.” Whereupon the lords pafled a 
bill for'an union; which, however, the commons at that time rejected? 
This laft effort of Scotland was fo confiderable, and carried in it fo many 
inftrudtive hints relative to commerce and plantations; that we thought: 
it well merited this fummary account of it. 
The Scots were more fuccefSful in their firft bank, erected this year, un- 

der the fanGtion of an aét of their parliament, by the name of the Governor 

. and company of the bank of Scotland. And though its capital ftock was- 
only L1,200,000 Scots, or L1co,000 fterling, which in England has but’ 
a mean found for a- national bank, it has, neverthelefs, proved very ad-- 
vantageous to the commerce of that country. lt was projected by Mr. 
William Paterfon, who projected:the bank of England. Mr. John Law, 
who afterwards made fo great a figure at the head of the finances or 

France, and who may be prefumed to have been well acquainted with. 


2 
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this bank, in his treatife of money and trade confid 
< its notes went for four or five times the value of 
-© and, that fo much as the amount of thofe notes e 
* bank, was a clear addition to the money of that nation. 
< that this bank was fafer than that of England, becaufe the jes 
‘ Scotland, on the fecurity of which moft of the cath of that b ands of 
‘ lent, are under a regifter ; that, moreover, it was more nation Y: 
neral than either the bank of England, or that of Amfterdam ee ge- 
its notes * pafs in moft payments throughout the whole l 
whereas the bank of Amfterdam ferves only for that one cit oe 
‘ that of England is of little ufe but in London +? The Scotti, hae 
foon rofe to very great credit: yet it was once obliged to ftop Damen 
partly occafioned, fays Law, by a greater confumption of foreign ta 
than the value of the goods exported, partly from the expente of the 
Scottifh nobility and gentry in England, and partly, alfo, from a fup- 
pofed intention in the Scottifh privy council to raife the denomination 
“ 3 of the coin, all which, together, occafioned fo great a run on that bank 
that its cafh was in a few days exhaufted ; but it foon regained its ori- 
ginal credit, and might pofibly have remained the fole bank there to 
this day, had not the directors been thought to have teftified too great 
a bias towards difaffe&tion to the ftate. This occafioned a confideration 
by fome noble patriots in the reign of King George I, whether another 
bank might not be erected at Edinburgh, for the conveniency of the 
government, as well as of trade in general, into which bank the public 
j : revenues of Scotland might be paid. It was accordingly incorporated 
a » by that king’s charter, in the year 1727, by the name of the royal 
bank, and has fully anfwered the ends propofed by it, its capital being 
Lt51,000 fterling. And though it may have pretty much eclipfed the 
elder bank, they, however, both fubfift very well, and are extremely 
ufeful to the country. _ Pe eei ; 
_ The million bank was one of the many projects ftarted about this 
ume ; and it has preferved its credit to our own times. [It took its rife 
from a fet of London bankers, who lent out money on pledges. é They 
> afterwards agreed to purchafe tickets in partnerfhip in King ees 
million lottery in the year 1695, and from thence they were cal 7 
the company of the million bank. Next, they purcbafed many revê! 
5 _ fions of the 14 per cent annuities, and admitted many propmietor a 
annuities to purchafe their joint ftock, which amounted, and A ; 
amounts, to L500,000. They are no company by charter, but only 


Partnerlhip by deed, enrolled in chancery prior to the a& of parliamePt 
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againft fuch unincorporated partnerthips, palfèd in the yearı721. They, 


divided 5 per cent yearly to their proprietors until lady-day 1728, 
when they reduced their annual dividend to 4 per cent. . 

In thefe times a great number of new projects were fet on foot in 
London, many of which were at bottom good for’ nothing, and drew in 
numbers of people to their ruin. Some of them farted up with the 
bank of England in the preceding year, others in this year 1695. 

Such as, I) Two land banks; the one projected by Dr. Chamberlain, 
a famous man-midwife, (of which more by and bye) the other by one 
John Brifcoe: 

TI) A project for circulating notes of hand, and bills of credit. 

III) Another, called the London bank, propofed to be managed by 
the magiftrates of that city. : 

IV) Lotteries; many private ones all over the kingdom ; fome for 
money, and fome for merchandize: the laft kind the greater cheat of 
the two, for thereby old and decayed merchandize of many forts were 
put off by means of thofe roguith lotteries. 

V) Many metallic and mineral projects, for gold, filver, copper, tin, 
iron, lead, lapis calaminaris, for turning copper into brafs, antimony, 
coals, falt, &c. ea w z REER i 

VI) Diving engines of various kinds, all come out fince the taking 
up of the treafure out of the fea in the Weft-Indies, called the duke of 
Albemarle’s Spanifh wreck, or Sir William Phipp’s, which fet men’s 
heads at work ; and royal patents were obtained for the fole fifhing for 
fuch wrecks in the American feas, and on the coafts of Scotland, Ire- 
Jand,Spain, Portugal &c. Thefe wreck projeéts made much noife at this 
time; and {hares for them were prefented to perfons of diftinGtion, to 
give reputation to the affair, and to draw in others. Expeditions were 
made on thefe accounts to fundry fea-coafts: by which, however, no- 
thing was taken up but a few cannon, &c. So the patentees were fure 
to be gainers, but the fharers under them loft all they paid in: fome of 
whom, however, it feems, were men of, good underftanding, but 
were allured with the hopes of getting vaft fudden wealth without 
trouble. mi 

`- VII) Projects for pearl fifhing, for hollow fword blades, glafs bottles, 
Japanning, printed hangings, leather, Venetian metal, &c. Some of 
which were very ufeful and fuccefsful, whilft they continued in a few 
hands, till they fell into ftock-jobbing, now much introduced, when 
they dwindled to nothing. Others of them were mere whims, of little 
or no fervice to the world. Many of them, too, though pretended to 
be new, were either old Englith projeéts revived, or elfe were, on this. 
occafion, borrowed from unfuccefsful ones in foreign nations. a 

Moreover, projects, as ufual, begat projects. Lottery upon lottery, 
engine upon engine, &c. multiplied wonderfully. If it happened that 
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7 erfon got confiderably by an happy and ufeful ; : 
Pee sence generally was, that others followed the trackage the 
the patent, and publifhed printed propofals, filling the dayly news €o 
therewith, thus going on to juftle out one another, and to Papers 
credulity of the people. All thefe, and much more, we h ule th 


3 ave abrigo. 
from a quarto pamphlet, publifhed by an anonymous author "deed 


ftrudion 
London, 

VII) Embryo banks, continues this author, begotten, but ta 
brought forth; fundry of fuch being at this time hatching. 

IX) The projectors of many of thefe made a great nolife in the town 
for drawing in people to join with them, making ufe of fundry tricks 
and ftratagems. As, firt, they pretend a mighty vein of gold, filver, 
or copper, to have been difcovered in a piece of ground of their know- 
lege ; then they agree with the lord, or patentee, for a {mall yearly 
rent, or a part referved to him, to grant them a leafe for twenty-one 
years to dig that ground, which they immediately fall to, and give out, 
it is a very rich mine. Next, they fettle a company, divide it ufually 
into 400 fhares, and pretend to carry on the work for the benefit of all 
the proprietors, who, at the beginning, purchafe fhares at a low rate, 
viz. ten or twenty fhillings, &c. then all on a fudden they run up the 
fhares to L3, L5, Lro, and L15 per fhare; then they fall to ftock-job- 
bing, which infallibly ruins all projects, when thofe originally and prin- 
cipally concerned fell out their intereft ; and by this and other under- 
hand dealings, trickings, and fiarping, on one another, the whole falls 
to the ground, and is abandoned by every body. 

X) The Englifh, Scottifh, and Irith, linen manufactures met with all 
due encouragement, King William and Queen Mary honouring them 
with their names, which made their fame to rife: abundance of people 
of condition came into them; fome from lucre, others for love to Ta 
COREE They got to be incorporated, chofe governors, &c- and aétu- 
ally fet to work {pinners, weavers, whitfters, &c. and all feemed to Be 
mife fair 5 but here again ftock-jobbing ‘ruined all: they had even 
brought linen cloth to great perfection, having fome Dutch hands, a 
a few heads to aflift them. By the afliftance of the Dutch, eh 
our author, we have much improved our lands in the north parts? oe 
kingdom, by fowing vaft quantities of lint-feed, rape-feed, &c. V 
making oils m great quantities, we export in abundance, and con 5 
at honek m heu of foreign and dearer oils, to our double EINES a 

XI) White, blue, and brown, paper, we have had the good fortur 
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improve wonderfully ; and although we cannot reach the French per- 
fection, we come pretty near it *. i i 

XII) Water companies, as the New River, Thames, of London bridge, 
of Shadwell, and York buildings, Hampftead, Conduit, &c. Thefe deferv- 
ed good encouragment ; and fo the firft, viz. the New River, has had, 
to the vaft emolument of the proprietors, though the unhappy gentle- 
man, Sir Hugh Middleton, who began the work, fuffered extremely in 
his fortune. It feems, none of thefe had as yet fuffered ftock-jobbing 
to prevail among them, excepting the Hampftead water, whereby this 
author foretells ruin to it, (as has fince happened.) What helped to 
bring moft of them down was, their fetting up fo many againft each 
other. 

XIII) The rock-falt proje& our author highly commends, on account 
of the integrity and care of its managers, being a number of gentlemen 
and traders. ‘They have built a wharf at Frodfham in Chefhire, and 
export great quantities of it to Ireland, Holland, and London. 

XIV) The faltpetre company had a worfe fate. -Great fums have 
been paid in; large refining houfes have been built in four or five fe- 
veral places about London ; focieties have been eftablifhed, anda mighty 
noife made for a time; perfons of loud-founding name and quality 
have appeared at the head of them; and abundance of gentlemen and 
traders concerned, all things being feemingly difpofed in a good me- 
thod. Yet of all thefe faltpetre companies, our author could hear of 
none that made any great hand of it, excepting the firft projectors, who 
always are gainers, and then, as ufual, they withdraw. Stock-jobbing 
was brought in, and thereby, and by other mifmanagements, they ‘tell 
to nothing. 

XV) Draining engines, of divers forts, have been lately made, to 
clear mines of coal, lead, tin, &c. from waters, as well as for draining 
flats, meers, inundations, fprings, &c. Thefe are profitable defigns ror 
the public, as the more land we gain the richer we are. The earth, al- 
fo, of fuch land is generally rich, being much of it marl, the beft ot 
land ; and thefe projects have actually proved fuccefsful, fays he, in 
Cornwall and Devonthire. 

(Here our author affures us, his intent is not to difcountenance any 
really good and well-managed projects, but merely to expofe knavith ones, 
for the fervice of the public, by difcovering the private mtrigues, plots, 
and underhand dealings, of the principal projectors of this nation, no- 
thing of this kind being ever attempted before.) 4 

XVI) Luftrings, alamodes, hats, &c. in imitation of thofe of 
France. Thofe companies, fays he, have thriven, and will continue fo 
to do, whilft they keep ftock-jobbers from breaking in upon them. 


: . a ° : 3 santana 
# Almoit every kind of paper is now made in this country im the greatelt perfection 
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XVII) Convex lights, and others of that kind, are ufeful ingen 
but other pretenders, befides the firft, difcouraged this bufinen 
London ftreets were not fo well lighted as was to be withed For S 

XVII) New fettlements in Carolina, Pennfylvania, Toe 
make a great noife in the world. The firft planters fared but ee 
ing wafted their fubftance, without being able to reap the benef a 
ing only a foundation for the next comer, who may fucceeg be 
yet here, he complains, that thofe plantations drain England of 
ple, already too much exhaufted by the unnatural and imprud 
fecutions in the late reigns, and the long war in the prefent one 

XIX) Our royal, Greenland, Newfoundland, and other fi 
worthy of our care and application. The royal-fifhery co 
been long talked of, and fome fteps taken to make it {uce 
ftill one ill accident or another has damped it : 
on foot. 


The Greenland fifhery is like to flourith, notwithftanding fome loftes 
already fuftained *. 

The reader needs not to be told how ufeful fuch remarks and notices 
may prove to every one who is inquifitive, and may point out to all, the 
the danger of being too credulous in refpect of new projects. 

An act of parliament [6, 7 Gul. LT, c. 6] feems to have been injudi- 

‘ cioufly framed, in. refpe& to commerce and the propagation of people, 
viz. the ac for granting certain rates and duties upon marriages, births, 
and burials, and upon bachelors and widowers, for the term of five 
years ; more efpecially that part of it relating to marriages, births, and 
burials; and even the later part, relating to bachelors and widowers, 
feemingly intended for the encouragement of virtuous propagation, was, 
in fome refpe@s judged obvioufly unreafonable ; wherefor, this law was 
not revived at the end of the five years. 

D’ Avenant, in his Efflay on ways and means of fupplying the war,- 
publifhed this year, [p. 34] fays, it appeared from the books of hearth- 
money, that there were not above 1, 300,000 families in England ; oni 
allowing fix perfons to a houfe, one with another, which 1s the mg 
ommon way of computing, it is not quite eight millions of people. : 
thereby alfo Appears, that there were 500,000 of thofe families w P: 
ai e cottages, who contribute little to the public €x 
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kingdom is like a rickety body, with a head too big for the other mem- 
bers. To which he replies, in gen 
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city is advantageous to the nation; for the following reafons, viz. that 
no empire was ever great, without having a great and populous city: 
that the Romans drew all the conquered cities of Italy into Rome: 
that the people of Attica were no better than a crew of rude herd{men, 
and neither flourifhed in war nor in civil arts, till Thefeus perfuaded 
them to inhabit Athens: that the greatnefs of London will beft pre- 
ferve our conftitution ; becaufe, where there is a great and powerful 
city, the prince will hardly enterprife upon the liberties of the people: 
in the fame manner, a rich and powerful city feldom rebels upon vain 
and flight occafions: that there is not an acre of land in the country, 
be it ever fo diftant, that-is not, in fome degree, bettered by the growth, 
trade, and riches, of London. Yo which may be added, that the in- 
creafe of London is not cafual or fortuitous ; but is an obvious and ne- 
ceflary confequence of the gradual increafe of foreign commerce, navi- 
gation, and manufaétures, in London and the whole kingdom. To all 
which may be farther added, that in a free commercial country, like 
England, by fo vaft a capital city as London, whofe inhabitants are fo 
numerous and opulent, the public has often been more fpeedily and ef- 
fectually relieved in great emergencies, than could otherwife have been 
done: of which there are many inftances with regard to London: be- 
fide that, perhaps, five of her inhabitants do pay more towards excile, 
cuftoms, and other taxes, than ten times as many can do fcattered up and 
down in the country. A judicious reader will be able to find other rea- 
fons in behalf of the increafe of London’s being beneficial to the nation ; 
fome of which we have, in another part of this work; borrowed from 
Botero, and others *. : 

1696.—During the years 1694 and 1695, Dr. Hugh Chamberlain, fe- 
nior, (an eminent man-midwife of London, already mentioned) publifhed 
propofals for a land bank of current credit for lending money at a low 
intereft, on land fecurity ; which was the principal difference between it 
and the bank of England; in oppofition to which corporation, now in 
its infancy, ftruggling with many difficulties, this ill-judged project was 
fet up. 

It was principally encouraged by thofe of (what was then called) the 
tory party, and by the earl of Sunderland, Mr. Harley, and Mr. Foley : 
Lord Sunderland’s aim therein being to bring the tories into the king’s 
intereft; although the bulk of the king’s beft friends were againft it. 
The anonymous author of Anglie tutamen, obferves, that eftates to a 
very great value in the feveral counties of England and Wales were fub- 
{cribed to this project in a very fhort fpace ; a deed fettled; a com- 
pany formed ; and all things difpofed to put this wonderful project inta 
execution. To raife lands to 30 years purchafe by reducing the inter- 


* Mr. Anderfon doesnot feem to think that a judicious reader can find any reafons on the oppofite 
fide of the queftion. M. Á 
; . 4Q2 
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eft of money to 3 per cent; the profits to be divided am 
fcribers. Bat it aes he) fuch a hodge-podge and medio ae fb- 
made up of fuch ftrange members, fubtile, politic, and defisn; a body 
that the fair face it carries wins abundance to believe its defiee Ten 
good ; though a little time will fhew the truth. An a@ of sa to be 
accordingly pafled for continuing the duties upon falt, glais-ware lament 
and earthen wares; and for granting feveral duties on tobace `, ftone 
and other earthen wares; and for eftablifhing a national land bank Ps 
for taking off the duties on tonnage of fhips, (which was Univerfaly alfo 
liked) and upon coals. [7, 8 Gul. III, c. 31.] y dif 
Upon the credit of thefe duties it was thereby enaGeg < 
12,564,000, fhould be paid into the exchequer: for which ; 
tributors were to have an annuity of £179,480, or 7 per cent: 
fubfcriptions to be received of any perfons or corporations (the 
bank of England excepted) on or before the 1ft of Auguh 1606: 
and for all fuch voluntary fubfcriptions as fhould be made of lad 
his: majefty was empowered to incorporate the fubferibers by the 
name of the governor and company of the national land bank. 
But im cafe the faid fum of 12,564,000, or a moiety thereof, 
were not fubfcribed by the 1ft of Auguft 1696, then the corpo- 
ration fhould not take place. This intended corporation fhould an- ` 
nually lend out L500,000. at leaft, over and above what they thould 
lend to their own members, on land-fecurities, at an intereft, not ex- 
ceeding 35 per cent if payable quarterly, or 4 per cent if payable 
half-yearly, at the ele@tion of the owners of the lands, in cafe fuffi- 
cient fecurities for the fame be tendered to them. The lands convey- 
ed and entered in the company’s books, fhould be affignable from one 
* to another, (by way of transfer) or might be devifed by will, &c.’ 
Thefe, and fundry other regulations concerning this intended land bank, 
may be feen at large in the flatute: but as the fubfcriptions did not 
take place within the time prefcribed by the ad, owing to the diflike of 
Se monied men, who believed it to be an impracticable fcheme, and 
he ind al ike co prove very dette, hee ww an eo oh AN 
E a i¢ land-bank ; whofe projector, and his aflociates, it feems, a a, 
-300,000 for framing the above-named fupply. The government 
was indeed, at this time, reduced to great diftrefs for raifing the necellary 
fupplies, owing to the very bad ftate of the filver coin, whereby guns 
= up to thirty fhillings, and exchequer tallies were at 30 to 40 P% eee 
ing to make ee the propofed land bank, whofe vod great- 
er diftrefs ; ee ag engagements, brought the public into © in: 
ee Owever was, in fome meafure, remedied by fter 
thin co ga his fame year, of exchequer bills, Chamberlain Went A e 
this to Scotland, with a fcheme of fomething of the like nature but th¢ 
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Scottith parliament did not relith it, any more than one of a fimilar kind 
propofed by the famous Law. l ; l 
7 We are now come to a very diftrefsful part of the reign of King Wil- 
‘lam, viz. the deplorable ftate of the filver coin of England ; which 
fome think began to appear towards the clofe of King Charles’s, and 
more evidently in King James IPs, reign ; but fill more foon after the 
acceflion of King William and Queen Mary, when: the broad filver 
hammered money appeared to have been greatly damaged and leflened. 
The firft law for redrefs of it, after that period, was in an a@ [4, 5 Gul. 
et Mar. c. 14] for review of the quarterly poll, (long fince expired, and 
therefor not in-the printed ftatute-book) which only enacted in fub- 
ftance, that whoever fhould refufe to receive in payment any cracked 
money of the current coin of the kingdom, fhould forfeit Ls for every 
offence. But this law rather increafed than leffened the evil. 

By an act intended to prevent counterfeiting and clipping the coin of 
the kingdom, it appeared, < that the filver coins had been greatly dimi- 
* nifhed by clipping, wathing, grounding, filing, and melting ; and that 
many falfe and counterfeit coins had alfo been clipped for the better 
difguifing thereof; whereby what remained unclipped and undimi- 
nifhed came to be deemed of. much greater value in tale than the di- 
minifhed money ; fo that moft of the hammered money was thereby 
reduced to about half its juft value, to the great difgrace of the nation, 
and which brought the public; fecurities, as tallies, &c. to 40 per cent 
difcount. It was therefor enacted, that if any perfon fhall thenceforth 
exchange, receive, or pay, any broad, unclipped filver money for more 
in value than the fame was coined for, he fhall forfeit Lro for every 20f 
thereof. 

Il) None fhall caft ingots or bars of filver, or mark them in imitation 
of Spanith bars, under the penalty of Lsoo. 

II) None fhall buy, fell, nor have in cuftody, any clippings or filings 
of coin, under a like penalty. 

IV) None fhall tranfport any melted filver till firft marked at gold- 
{miths-hall, and a certificate, upon oath, made by the owner, that the 
fame is lawful filver, and that no part of it was (before it was melted) 
the current coin of this kingdom, nor clippings therefrom, nor of plate 
wrought within this realm. . 

V) None but goldfmiths and refiners fhall deal in buying or felling 
filver bullion. ca 

VI) When bullion is feized on fhip-board, and queftioned whether’ 
Englith or foreign, the proof fhall lie upon the owners thereof, that the 
fame. was foreign. With a provifo, for the king to export a quantity of 
700,000 ounces of bullion for paying his troops beyond fea. [6, 7 Guh 
UT, c. £7. : 

But x E meafures could not anfwer the end propofed, and as: 
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therefor the diminution of the old hammered money dayly incr 
far, that, it is faid, many fhillings {carcely contained more fee ce fo 
pence in filver, the condition of the nation became ver three. 
which gave the greateft joy to the difaffected at home, w 
by for a total overthrow of King W illiam’s government. The 
king alfo had great expectations from this calamity, fo far as toa 
King William would never be able to furmount the difficulty; oE 
being afterwards undeceived therein, as alfo of his hopes from the aa 
affected in England, of being able to reftore the abdicated king, h if 
been ufually affigned as one main reafon for bringing him into i 
peace of Ryfwick, in the year following. e 
The great queftion then in parliament, was, whether it was now ab- 
folutely neceflary to call in and recoin the oldand diminithed filver mo- 
ney? It was plaufibly faid by the anti-minifterial men, that calling it 
all in would bring great diftrefs upon commerce, more efpecially in the 
time of an expenfive war. Yet the miniftry, and particularly Mr. Mont. 
ague, chancellor: of the exchequer, argued, with greater reafon, that 
the longer it remained unremedied, the more fatal it would prove, til] by 
farther diminifhing it, commerce would fuffer an entire ftagnation : that 
it had already done very great mifchief, by our exchange with foreign 
{tates being brought fo much to our difadvantage, and by occafioning 
fo much difficulty and difadvantage in raifing the fupplies, for which 
the government were forced to allow exorbitant premiums and intereft; it 
dayly more and more deprefled the market price of tallies, and other pub- 
lic fecurities: and it had made guineas to be run up to thirty fhillings, and 
foreign gold in proportion, whereby much gold was runin upon us from 
beyond fea, to our great detriment, being over-loaded with gold, while 
we had fo great a fcarcity of fiver : for, in return for guineas and foreign 
gold, they carried away all our weighty filver coin, as well as our bul- 
lion : infomuch, that at length we fhould be in the utmoft diftrefs for 
{maller fums, fo much wanted in dayly bufinefs. That though Queen 
Elizabeth had coined no lef than 14,632,932 : 3 : 2+, in filver, yet all 
her crowns, half-crowns, groats, and quarter-fhillings, half-groats, three- 
halfpenny pieces, three-farthing pieces, and halfpence, were wholely 
funk ; and moft of her fhillings and fixpences were either melted down oF 


i in the rei aia 1n 
loft. That in the reign of King James I there was coined L1,700,0°° 


filver; and in that of King Charles I L87- onsen tee 
the crowns, groats, twopences, pence, = ee of thofe jee be 
“Cra quite gone; fo that there might not be now in being above at 
third part of the filver coinage of all the above three reigns, °F, aa 
15,036,492. To which adding the unmelted and ani be 
coins (L563,508) of King Charles II and James II, and thofe © vat 
prefent reign, all the filver money now in the kingdom might Ta 2 
to about L5,609,000, of which there were about four millions ae 
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ped, and otherwife diminithed coin; and. the other L1,600,000 were 
ftill pure money ; the juft weight of Lrco of which was 32 Ib. 3 oz. 1 pwt. 
22gr. But upon examination, and at a medium, the weight of Lroo 
of our clipped money was found to be but 16 lb. 8 oz. 18 pwt. A 
terrible ftate this of our coin, already diminifhed, being very near one 
half,- or two millions! Yet the real lofs was afterwards found to be 
12,200,000 fterling. ; 

The parliament, therefor, having maturely confidered this moft im- 
portant matter, finally.refolved to recoin the diminifhed filver money, 
by calling it into the mint by tale, whereby our people had good new 
filver coin returned to them from the mint. 

Their next debate was, whether, as filver was now at 6/3 per ounce, 
the new money fhould not have its ftandard raifed, by calling a crown- 
piece 6/3, and a fhilling 1/3, though of no greater quantity of filver 
than before. Thofe, who argued and wrote for this enhancing method *, 
alleged, that raifing the ftandard would prevent the exportation of our 
coin, and would alfo prevent its being melted down ; and that thereby 
alfo, people would be the more induced to bring in their plate and bullion 
to the mint. > 

On the other fide, it was more juftly argued, both in parliament, and 
without doors in print, that the common confent of all civilized nations 
had fixed filver at one and the fame price, or very near the fame price : 
that the worth of it was relative: that the weight and finenefs, or the 
quantity of pure filver, and not the bare denomination, were the only 
rules which governed, not only foreign nations in their exchanges and 
other dealings with us, but alfo our own people in the home trade: fince 
6/3 of the new coin, fo called, would purchafe no more of any cammodity, 
nor go farther in paying bills of exchange than 5/ of our unclipped prefent 
coin would purchafe ; becaufe the later contained as much pure filver 
as the former. That this was clear in the cafe of guineas, now at 30/; 
all commodities being raifed in price, in proportion to the price of 
guineas. That an ounce of filver was not, even at prefent, worth 6/3 of 
good coin, but only of the diminifhed and clipped money ; fince one 
ounce of filver could not be worth more than another ounce of like fine- 
nefs ; and with 5/2 per ounce of the new-milled money, they could buy 
as much bullion as they pleafed. That with ref{pect to the argument, 
that raifing the denomination would keep our filver at home, it is of no 
weight ; fince nothing can keep or bring us money, but a balance of 
trade in our favour: for if we take more goods from foreigners than 
they take from us, the balance muft be paid to them in our money, or 
in bullion, which is all one. ‘That with particular regard to our home 
concerns, there are many objections againft raifing the ftandard, aft, 


* Mr. Lowndes, fecretary of the treafury, and others, 4% 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 
ee “an DATA 


680 A. D. 1696. 


All poor labourers, foldiers, and failors, would thereby be defra 
part of their juft wages; as would alfo the creditors of part of foe of 
debts ; as alfo the landlord of part of his rent; or elfe great eon 
and difpute would arife about thefe matters. All which, 
ticulars, were moft judicioufly and clearly demonftrated }, 
Locke, in his excellent treatife on coin, which then came for 
in anfwer to Lowndes’s report, containing an effay for the 
of the filver coins, to the abfolute filencing of the oppofite Opinion 
conclufion, it was finally refolved to recoin the filver money of the 
weight and finenefs ; and that the nation, collectively confidered notte 
bear the lofs. The great inconveniences of calling in all the diminih i 
money at once were alfo duely confidered, and obviated by calling a 
by degrees, and recoining it as quickly as poflible; to Promote whic] 
by an act, [7, 8 Gul. IL, c. 19] fixpence per ounce was allowed on A 
wrought filver plate brought to the mint: and an act was alfo paffed 
[8 Gul. II, c. 7] for encouraging the bringing in wrought plate to be 
coined; whereby the old ftandard of finenefs of filver, being 11 oz, 2 pwr. 
was thenceforth altered to 11 oz. 10 pwt. fine, and ro pwt. allay *, Lai ; 
the ufe of filver plate (fpoons excepted) was prohibited in public houfes, 
then much ufed both in town and country ; infomuch that one alehoufe, 
near the Royal exchange in London, had to the value of L5co in filver 
tankards, &c. 
Means were alfo ufed for reducing the price of guineas to ‘near their 
juft value in filver in foreign parts; the parliament, with great judge- 
ment, directing the manner of gradually lowering them, viz. from 30/ 
to 29/, 28/, 25/, and laftly to 22/, whereby the leaft hurt was done to 
private men. So, in about a year’s time, or little more, our filver coins 
came forth from the mint, the finef and moft beautiful of any in all 
Europe. And although many inconveniences happened in trade before 
the coinage was finifhed, yet, in the end, it aftonifhed and confounded 
ali the enemies of the king and kingdom, both at home and abroad, 
and procured great credit to Mr. Montague (afterwards Lord Hallifax) 
who then had the chief management in the treafury. 
it was on this occafion that Mr. Montague firft fet on foot a new 
circulating paper credit, by iffuing bills from the exchequer ; at the fame 
pape contracting (as has ever fince been done) for their being ginak i 
Rea oe 2, Patan of ale oI 
time, when there wa i 2. ee OR hey were of very 8004. othe Te- 
. i € was to great a {carcity of filver money during 
comage, as they were taken at the exchequer for all payments 7 m 
revenue, and as, when re-iffued, they were then allowed L7 : 1? PY, 
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cent intereft, they foon rofe from a {mall difeount to be better than par. 
Thefe have fince been iffued yearly, and the bank of England has con- 
ftantly, for many years paft, been the contractors for their circulation, 
at a certain premium; for which end the bank takes annual fubferip- 
tions for enabling them to circulate them. By all which means, the 
public was affifted to fupport the general trade of ‘the’ nation, though 


not without great difficulty, till the new money was iffued from the 
mint. af 


Thus was this moft arduous affair of the recoinage brought to a hap- 
py iffue by the clofe of the year 1697; and the currency of all the old 


hammered filver coins was abfolutely prohibited by aé& of parliament. 
[9.Gul. IZ, c. 3.] This famous recoinage (which, one way Or other, 
was thought to have coft the public near three millions of money) was 
performed at London, and in the cities of Exeter, Briftol, Chefter, York, 
and Norwich. k ae f: 

D’Avenant, in the firft part of his Difcourfés on the public revenues 
and trade of England, [p. 50, ed, 1698] makes the clipped money 
amount to nine millions: and he fays, there were four millions of guineas 
current. According to his New dialogues, [V. ii, p. 75] there was at this 
time recoined from the old hammered money 15,725,933. Now if 
the old broad pieces, and jacobus’s of gold, and the fine mille filver 
money of King Charles II, and later, be well confidered, it 5 pro- 
bable that the whole cafh of England may have been about fixteen mil- 
lions : which computation (including Scotland) comes pretty near what 
is generally thought to be the prefent cath of Great Britain, (1 760) ex- 
clufive of a large quantity of foreign gold coins, at prefent, and for a 
long time paft, circulating in the kingdom. 

From the year 1673, when the former ftanding council of commerce 
was dropped, till this time, difputes and regulations relating to com- 
merce and colonies were ufually referred to committees of thé privy- 
council: but fuch occe/ional committees, being a conftantly-varying fet 
of members, and having, befides, no ftated appointments for their trouble 
and attendance, it is no marvel that they ated but %ofely and fuperfici- 
ally. It was now therefor high time to eftablith a regular and perman- 
ent board for fuch important ends; our foreign commerce and plan- 
tations, as wellas moft branches of our home trade, and of our numerous 
manufactures, being fo greatly increafed and improved. This new 
board (befides fome of the minifters of ftate who only attend on extra- 
ordinary occafions) confifts of a firit lord cormmiffioner, who is ufually 
a peer of the realm, and of feven other commiffioners, with a falary of 
each Lrooo yearly *. 


* Inftead of Mr. Anderfon’s account of the thentic extra: of the names of the firft,commiffion~ 
. Nature of this new board, compofed from his own ers, and of the duty required of henge een 
knowlege, I have fubftituted the following au- © King William, by a commiflion dated the 15 


Vor. H. 4R 
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The king of France this year erected a new exclufiv 
ed the Royal Senegal company, on the refignation of th 
limits were from Cape Blanco to Sierra Leona, includi 
mouth of the river Gambia, formerly belonging to Ẹ 
were authorized to deal in flaves, leather, gums, wax, go 
ftorehoufes for their negroes in the Weft-Indies, 
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Weft-India company before their abolition 3 but they were n 
terfere with the Guinea company eftablifhed 

The Eddyftone rock, lying off the port of Plymouth, 
gerous, and many fhips having been caft away thereon, 
of the trinity-houfe this year began a light-houfe upon i 
ed it in three years ; great numbers of mafters and ow 
fhipping agreeing, in confideration thereof, to pay 1d pe 
and the like inwards, &c. ; and it has proved a ver 
fhipping pafling that way, till the dreadful ftor 
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in the year 1685, m 


being very dan- 
the Corporation 
t, and complet- 
ners of Englith 
r ton outwards, 
y great benefit to 
m in the year 1703, 


% . . ? 
which deftroyed it. It was again directed to be rebuilt, and the fame 


duty for its {upport was granted to the corporation of the trinit 
by two acts of parliament [4 Anne, c. 20; 8 Anne, ¢. 16); y 
once more been lately demolifhed by a ftorm, and is a 
the like means to its former ufefulnefs, to the gr 


the Britith trade and navi 
nations pafling that way *. 


< of May 1696, appointed the keeper of the great 
* feal or chancellor, the prefident of the council, 
© the keeper of the privy feal, the firft commilion- 
< er of the treafury, the firt commiffioner of the 
admiralty, the principal fecretaries of ftate, and 
* the chancellor of the exchequer, who were to 
« attend occafionally ; and alfo the earl of Bridge- 
© water, the earl of Tankerville, Sir Philip Mea- 
* dows, William Blathwayte, John Pollexfen, 
© John Locke, Abraham Hill, and John Methven, 
© Efquires, who were to attend more conttantly, 
£ to be commiffioners for promoting the trade of 
* this kingdom, and for infpeGting and improving 
t the plantations in America and elfewhere, with 
 feveral direGtions and inftru@ions, the chief 
“ whereof are as follows : 

© To examine into, and take an account of the 
< flate and condition of the general trade of Eng- 
“land, and of the feveral particular trades into 
* foreign parts, 

€ To examine what trades are, 
< hurtful, and what beneficial 
‘and by what means the 
“ may be improved 
< difcouraged, 

< To confider by what means profitable manu- 
< factures, already fettled, may be further improv- 


: ed, and how other new and profitable manufac- 
tures may be introduced. 


or may prove, 
> to this kingdom; 
advantageous trades 
» and thofe that are prejudicial 


y-houfe 
et it has 
gain reftored by 
eat benefit of not only 


gation, but of the numerous fhipping of other 


‘ To confider of proper methods for fetting on 

work and employing the poor, and making them 

ufeful to the public. ee 

€ To inquiré into the condition of the planta- 

tions, as well with regard to the adminiftration 

of government there, as in relation to connec 

aud how thofe colonies may be rendered mo 

beneficial to this kingdom. ` 

< To inquire what aeei {tores may be fons 

from the plantations, and how the fame may, 

beft procured. : 

G TS prepare inftru&tions for governors, and to 

take an account of their deinimftrations a and 

‘ To examine the journals of the oe ences 

‘ the ats or laws made by the. refpeć ee 

affemblies, in order to his majefty’s app 

or difallowance thereof. 

€ To require an account of all 

the aflemblies for public ufes, an 

is expended. . : 

< And to make Gy a an fs 

his majefty, or the privy council, 1 

< there fhall be occafion? AZ. Smeaton, the 
* And to the great credit of Mo it in a firmer 

judicious engineer, who has ere as as feen in aty 

manner of conftru&tion than ever Wa 


fuch building before.. M. 


an 


an nanan 


a 


aan 


monies given by’ 
d how the fame 


n 


a 


d reports to 
riting, 45° 
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An aĉ of parliament for the increafe and encouragement of feamen- 
[7, 8 Gul. III, c. 21] directed that 30,000 men, confifting of mariners, 
watermen, fifhermen, lightermen, bargemen, keelmen, or other feafaring 
men, between the ages of eighteen and fifty, fhould have their names 
and places of refidence regiftered, and receive a bounty, or retaining 
fee, of 4o/ annually, for which they fhould at all times be in readinefs 
to man the royal navy. For their encouragement they were to have 
twice as much prize-money as unregiftered feamen of equal rank; they 
only wei. _. be appointed to warrant offices in the navy ; and they on- 
ly were to have admiffion, when maimed or fuperannuated, to the new 
hofpital at Greenwich ; which admiflion was alfo extended to the wi- 
dows and children of regiftered feamen {lain in the fervice. A deduc- 
tion of 6d per month is ordered to be made from the pay of all feamen, 
whether in merchant hips or in the navy, for the fupport of Greenwich 
hofpital *, i 

_ The parliament, in order to prevent frauds and abufes in the planta- 
tion trade, enacted, that all veflels trading to or from our Afian, Afri- 
can, or American, plantations or fettlements, fhould be Englih, Irith, 
or plantation, built ; and that their cargoes fhould be either Englith, 
Trifh, or plantation, property, and regiftered as fuch, &c. And whereas 
our North-American colonies were of late become of much greater im- 
portance to England than formerly, it was therein alfo farther enacted, 
< that no charter-proprietors of lands on the continent of America 
< fhould fell or otherwife difpofe of their lands to any but natural-born 
* fubje&s, without the king’s licence in council for that purpofe.’ [7, 8 
Gul. II, c. 22.) 

This was undoubtedly a moft neceflary.and reafonable provifo, fince 
it might happen, in unfavourable conjunétures, that a great charter- 
proprietor (fuch, for inftance, as thofe of Carolina, fince made a regal 
colony, Maryland, or Pennfylvania, &c.) might alienate the fame to 
fome foreign rival nation, there being till now no exprefs law to the 
contrary. Moreover, in order to keep the proprietary governments in 
America the more under due fubjeétion to the crown and kingdom of 
England, they being now become very confiderable, it was hereby 
enacted, that all governors nominated by fuch proprietors fhould be al- 
lowed and approved of by the crown, and take the like oaths as are 


= 


# "This law was further enforced by an a, 8, fo important a matter as having a competent num- 
9 Gul. III, c. 22; and the duty or itoppage for ber of feamen continually in readinefs for the navy, 
Greenwich hofpital was confirmed by an act, 10 without having recourfe to the barbarous and un- 
Annæ, for bettering, collecting, and recovering,  conttitutional practice of prefling. May Heaven 
duties, &c. and by’an act, 18 Geo. II, c. 31. infpire fome worthy patriot with fpirit, genius, 
. This regifter a& was (unhappily in our humble and zeal, equal to this feemingly, or fuppofed, 
opinion) repealed in the ninth year of Queen arduous tafk. And alfo may the filomg per 
Anne. Though many fchemes have fince been chant fhips, as well as thofe of in fap at 
laid before the public, yet fo many objections have be entitled to admiffion into Greenwich holpital, 
been ftarted, that no law has yet been framed for. A 


4R2 
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taken by the governors of the regal colonies, previous to 


5 z Enter 
their refpective governments. Another claufe in this flatute the & on 
thought by the Infh to bear fomewhat hard on them, viz, that a cen 


{hips laden with fugars, tobacco, &c. of the Englifh 
fometimes been difcharged in feveral ports of Treland 
under pretence that the faid fhips were driven thither 
ther or fome other calamity, it was now enacted, that 
whatever any kind of goods. from the Englifh Amer 
fhould hereafter be put on fhore, either in the kingdoms of Ireland 

Scotland *, without being firft landed in England, and having ee 
the duties there, under forfeiture of fhip and cargo. The rai N 

fhip hereof, fay the Irifh, confifted in comprehending the unenumerar, 
ed as well as the enumerated commodities, whereby alfo muc oa 


à PES DELE ich mone 
goes from Ireland to foreign nations, which our own plantations might 
otherwife have had +. 


The parliament pafled an a& [7, 8 Gul. ZI, c. 28] for more effe@ual 
ly preventing the exportation of wool, and encouraging the importation 
of it from Ireland: but as there have been, both before and after this 
period, fo many laws miade for effeđting what relates to the former part 
of this act, though all hitherto infufficient for keeping our wool to our- 
felves, we think it fuperfluous to be particular thereon. 
licenced for the importation of Irifh wool into 
haven, Liverpool, Chefter, Briftol 
und Biddeford. - 

It appears that theGreenland company, eftablifhed in the year 1693, 
who had then fubferibed L40,c00 as their original capital, had after- 
ward increated their fubfcription to L82,000, the completion whereof 
was to be made at any time before the year 1703, becaufe, on account 
of the fearcity of feamen occafioned by the war with France, they could 
not then employ fo much money in that trade. In the meantime the 
parliament enacted, that the company, for the encouragement of the 
trade, during their term of 14 years, (which was to end in the year 
ee Hee of all duty, cuftom, or impofition zhaii p 

? » Or whale-fins, caught and imported by them. D; 
Gul. TII, c. 33] But the company were fo unfortunate, partly through 


unfkilful management, and partly from real loffes, as to run out thew 
capital of L82.000 fome 


So epee io 
paras e years before the expiration of their OO a 
at they broke up entirely. And by a ftatute for enlarging 2™ be- 
ae the Greenland trade, that trade was entirely laid ope? sae 
= al the queen’s fubjećts were thereby to enjoy the pr aa 
ges as ad d i l 
g the company had done: yet their misfortunes deterred 0 


* This claufe w 


as rend i z i E 
+ See the enumerated ee to Scotland by the union in the year 1707. 4. 


es under the year 1660, 4. | 


Plantations Le 
> Contrary to ie 
PY ftref of Wea. 
on no Pretence 
ican plantations 


The only ports 
England were White- 
, Bridgewater, Minehead, Barnftaple, 
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from profecuting that fifhery till. the year 1725, when the South-feq 
company revived it, though much to their lofs, as will be feen. 

Great fums being continually carried out of England for hemp, flax, 
and linen, which might in a great meafure be fupplied frota Ireland, if 
proper encouragement were given to induce foreign proteftants to fettle 
im that kingdom, the parliament pafléd an a& for allowing hemp, flax, 
linen, and linen yarn, the produce or manufacture of Ireland, to be im- 
ported into England by natives of England or Ireland without paying 
any duty. And the manufadture of fail-cloth being already brought to 
good perfection in England, all Englifh-made fail-cloth was thenceforth 
allowed to be exported without paying duty, either in the piece, or 
made into fails. [7,8 Gul. III, c: 39-] 

This law was wifely framed, for the encouragement of French pro- 
teftant refugees, many of whom were well fkilled in the once noble li- 
nen manufacture of France, fince funk to almoft nothing ; and experi- 
ence has fhewn that this law laid the foundation of the great and flou- 
rifhing manufacture of linens and cambrics in Ireland. f 

The foreign commerce of Ruffia, except what was carried on by the 
Englifh and Dutch at Archangel, was till our own times fo inconfider- 
able, as hardly to deferve being mentioned. But the czar Peter, fo 
juftly titled the Great, had now formed vaft plans of commerce and 
conqueft, and alfo naval power. By his conqueft of the ftrong fortrefs 
and port of Afoph, near the mouth of the river Don, he opened for the 
Ruffian veffels a paflage into the Black fea, upon which he determined 
to keep a naval force fufficient to cope with that of the Turks, who, for 
. fome centuries paft, had excluded all other nations from the navigation 
of that fea. For this end he procured fhip-wrights from Holland for 
conftrudting great fhips of war, and from Venice for galleys; and he 
got no fewer than forty of the former, and fifty of the later, befides 
bomb ketches, &c. built at Woronitz on the river Don, and thence 
conveyed to Afoph.; which mighty enterprife was completed, through 
his vaft genius, in three years time, having oak-timber and other naval 
ftores in plenty of his own, and ready at hand. He alfo fortified the 
port of Taganrock on the Black fea; at which work, it is faid, above 
300,000 perfons perifhed through hunger, and by diftempers contract- 
ed from lying on the marfhy ground. Had the czar fucceeded in com- 
pelling the Ottoman Porte to allow him a free paflage by the Propontis 
and Dardanelles into the Archipelago and Mediterranean fea, what 
ftrange alterations might not his fuccefs have produced in the balance 
of power in Europe; and how difadvantageous would it probably allo 
have proved to the Turkey trade and the general commerce of the 
other European nations in thofe feas? How precarious alfo went He 
very exiftence of the Turkifh empire have thereby been rondo a 
in the next century we fhall fee this towering profpe® overclouded, an 
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all the vaft expenfe thereof abfolutely thrown away. This erenn a 
however, did wonders for reforming and improving his o Mince, 
people. He travelled for this end into moft countries of Ghuite a and 
in order to learn their mercantile and maritime arts. In Holly n domy 
England he difcovered fo great a genius in his judicious ingu Nd and 
fervations, and remarks, on fhip-building, naval affairs, manufad 
&c. as furprifed every body, and of which Ruffia at this day experi ures, 
the good effeås. King William gave him a refpeđâful reception inne 
year 1697, and cultivated his friendfhip and alliance, in hopes of for ad 
ing an ufeful balance of power againft France. at 

This year King William fent out two fhips of war 
forces, who retook the forts in Hudfon’s bay, which the French haq held 
for three years. Yet once more thofe forts, in Queen Anne’s war, were 
regained by the French, all but Fort Albany, and fo it remained till 
the peace of Utrecht. 

The running of Englifh and Irith wool into France, whereby the 
woollen manufacture of that kingdom has been fo greatly increafed, 
has employed the pens of many ever fince the reftoration of King 
Charles II; and many plaufible propofals have been made, both within 
doors and without, for an effectual cure, though hitherto unfuccefsfully, 
Among the more modern ones, Samuel Webber, in his fhort account 
of the ftate of our woollen manufactures, (printed in 17 39) afcribes the 
great rife of the French. woollen manufadures about this time to the: 
duty of 4/in the pound impofed by the parliament of Ireland on all 
their woollen goods exported to foreign parts, becaufe fuch exportation 
interfered with England’s exportations of the like woollen goods ; and 
that this was agreed to by Ireland, in return for no lefs than Lg,000,000 
fterling, expended by England in the redu@tion of Ireland at the reyo- 
lution : and to prevent their glutting England with their wool * they 
were limited to eight + weftern ports for its importation. Such hard- 
dhips, according to that author, conftrained the Irifh to run their comb- 
ed wool into France, which the French mixed up with their own coarfer 
wool, whereby they were enabled, at a cheaper rate, to fupply be 
nie markets with woollen goods formerly fupplied by pen ‘ 

© Computations of moft of thofe who write on this fubject, a" b- 
AREA a and particularly thofe of this ph i A 
of wool, annually prod fi ar ae to affirm, * that oF see from us 
yearly, one wa y produced ın Britain and Ireland, France ge gains an=- 

, y or other, 500,000 packs, whereby that nation & z 
nually above 8,000,000 fterling; that third of our wool 
manufactured at home ; for bek ao ORE al here is not ĉ 
> tor, belide what goes to France, t 


little run into Holland, Sweden, and. elfewhere ; that whenev 


Iles, ob. 


and fome lang 


er we 
A. 


- * He alfo fays z 3 ; Eei 
t He faya only tne, a7 # PUE sol only awas permitted to be imported from Ireland 
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happen to be at variance with France, fo as to prevent a correfpond- 
ence, the demand for our woollen goods at foreign markets has then 
Proved fudden and great; that we have hands enow in Great Bri- 
fain to work up all our wool at home, fince in England alone, by an 
eftimate of the parifh rates, in the year 1735 the poor amounted to 
1,400,000 perfons, of whom 300,000 were reckoned helplefs through 
age, &c. and orphans; but that the remaining 1,100,000 poor were 
all, in fome meafure, fit for labour. Laftly, that the only effe@ual 
means to keep our wool at home would be to eftablith a regiftry in 
every parifh of Great Britain and Ireland, of ftock in hand, of wool, 
and of the dayly increafe or decreafe of the faid ftock, by transferring 
the property from one to another, &c. 

Now, though all that is therein afferted is not abfolutely to be relied. 
on, and moft of the writers on this very interefting fubjeét feem, in 
their computations, to have more or lefs overfhot the mark, fome from 
zeal, or perhaps private intereft, and others merely from ignorance and’ 
want of abilities, yet, it muft be allowed, that a remedy for fo perni- 
cious a practice, as running great quantities of our wool into foreign. 
parts, well known to be a reality, is very much wanted; and that, whe- 
ther by a regiftry, as above mentioned, or by more ftri@ guard-floops. 
on our coafts, or by both jointly, whoever {hall be fo happy as to point 
out an effectual remedy for fo great an evil, will richly deferve a high: 
reward from the public *. 

1697.—The ill-judged abortive fcheme of a land bank in England, al-- 
ready defcribed, with the deficient funds for the annual fupplies ; the bad: 
flate of the filver coin, more efpecially in the years 1695 and 1696, and 
the ill humours contracted thereby, and by difaffećtion to the govern- 
ment, had brought the infant bank of England into fuch difficulty and. 
diftrefs, that their cafh notes were now at a difcount of .15 to 20 per 
cent, their credit being fo low as to be neceffitated to pay thofe notes 
only by 10 per cent once in a fortnight, and, at length, te pay only 3 
per cent on thofe notes once in three months. This diftrefs was occa- 
fioned by the bank having taken the clipped and diminifhed filver mo- 
ney at the legal or par value by tale, and guineas at 30/, for which they 
iffued their: notes payable on demand, and not having received from 
the mint a fufficient quantity of the new filver coins to anfwer the dayly 


demands on them for their outftanding notes. The diretors were: 
thereupon obliged to make two different calls, of 20. per cent each, on. 


* Will there ever be any effe&ual means to pre- there arrived in the one port of Roterdam, nine- 


vent the Irifh from felling their wool to thofe who teen veffels from Scotland with 982 great bags of 


are willing to give the belt price for it, except en- Englifh and Scottifh wool; and iu the year 1698- 
couraging them to manufacture it themfelves? I fifteen veflels from Scotland carried 981_ bags to 
have feveral accounts of Scottifh veffels carrying the fame port. Similar caufes muit produce fimi- 


whole cargoes of wool about this time to Holland, lar effets. M. 
Sweden, &c. In the beginning of October 1697, 
h 
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their members in the year 1696, and to iffue bank fealeg bills 
cent intereft, in exchange for bank cath notes; and to advertif at 
conveniency of trade,- whilft the filver was recoining, th e, 
might keep an account with the bank, and transfer any fum un d € 
from his own to another man’s account ; which was getting i 5, 
method of the bank of Amfterdam ; yet, fuch was the daraa the 
times, that, on the 6th of May 1697 the bank advertifed in A of the 
for the defaulters of the laft call of 20 per cent, which fhoulg hee 
paid by the roth of November 1696, and alfo thofe indebted à a 
bank upon mortgages, pawns, notes, bills, or other fecurities, to pa = 
the faid 20 per cent, and the principal and intereft of thofe ene In 
by the 1ft of June next. Even fo late-as the 2r1ft of June 1697, we a 
in a newfpaper, called the Poftman, the following paragraph, viz 
‘ Bank notes were yefterday between 13 and 14 per cent difcount, 
Notwithflanding the great difficulties the bank had then to ftrugele 
with, in a few months after, by the recoinage being completed, antl by 
the fecond, or engraftment, fub{cription of the tallies, orders, and bank 
notes, to the amount of L5,160,459: 14:94, the credit of the bank 
was quite reftored, with the greateft applaufe to the conduéors of it. 
After the parliament had fettled the funds for the enfuing year, and had 
provided for the deficient funds in the former and prelent year, they 
took the diftrefs of the bank into their deliberate confideration, and 
finally determined, that the capital ftock of the bank fhould be increaf- 
ed by new fubferiptions, of four fifths in exchequer tallies and orders, 
and one fifth in their own bank notes, with an intereft of 8 per cent. 
And, for fecuring the payment of that intereft, an additional duty was 
laid on falt ; and the other duties were extended to a longer term, &c. 
in order to make up a general fund for paft deficiencies, now amount- 
ing to no lefs than Ls5,160,549: 14: 9+, befides the current fervice of 
the year 1697. But, previous to their taking in the new fubferiptions, 
their old capital of L1,200,000 fhould firt be made up to each mem- 
ber roo per cent, and what remained of effe&s or intereft over and 
above, fhould be divided among their old members. The bank, artes 
this new fubfeription, might iffue an additional number of notes, eq" 


5 due s 
to the total of the new fubfeription, provided always, that thofe note 


be anfwered on demand, and that, in default of their fo doing, hey 


fhould be anfwered from the exchequer, out of the firft money due A 
the bank. The bank fhould continue a corporation till one hae 
notice after Auguft the rft in the Year 1710; and no other ra 

thould be allowed during their faid term. The bank fhould not, ^t ta 
one time whatever, owe more by bonds, notes, fealed bills, ge F the 
the total amount of all their increafed capital. The capital foes re 
bank fhould henceforth be deemed a perfonal eftate. For the fup 
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not above two thirds of the preceding year’s dire@ors fhould be capable 
of being re-elected in the fucceeding year*. [8, 9 Gul. IM, c. 19.) 

D’Avenant, in his Difcourfes on the public revenues and trade of 
England, (part i, p. 265, 1698) juftly remarks, that it would be for the 
general good of trade if the bank of England were reftrained by law 
from allowing intereft for running cafh, (as was the cafe at this time) ; 
for the eafe of having 3 or 4 per cent without trouble or hazard, muft 
be a continual bar to induftry. 

Xing William’s miniftry had flattered themfelves, from year to year, 
with the hope of a {peedy peace. Many of the funds, therefor, upon 
the credit whereof money had, in different years, been granted by par- 
liament, had by this time been found, or fuffered to be, very deficient : 
the treafury gentlemen, though otherwife men of abilities, having, in 
fundry inftances of appropriating the duties, judged very wide of the 
true amount of thofe duties; as particularly might be inftanced with 
refpect to glafs bottles, earthern ware, tobacco-pipe clay, &c. The de- 
ficiencies of the funds were foon obferved by the monied men, who were 
creditors of the public, and who alfo took advantage of the remotenefs of 
the courfes of payment of the tallies and orders charged on fome other 
funds. This had, fince the revolution, given rife to a new trade of dealing 
in government fecurities, very much to the damage of the public, as well 
as of thofe proprietors of the funds, who were obliged to part with 
them at the difcount of from 40 to 50 per cent. D’Avenant, in his 
Effay upon loans, printed in 1710, juftly remarks of thofe melancholy 
times, ‘ that the government appeared like a diftrefled debtor, who 
‘ was dayly {queezed to death by the exorbitant greedinefs of the lender ; 
‘ the citizens began to decline trade, and to turn ufurers ; foreign 
commerce, attended with the hazards of war, had infinite difcourage- 
ment ; and people in general drew home their effects to embrace the 
advantage of lending their money to the government.’ To prevent 
the ill efes of this unhappy trade, a law was made to reftrain the 
number and ill practices of brokers and ftock-jobbers, which premifes, 
that fworn brokers were antiently allowed in London for making bar- 
gains between merchants and traders for merchandize and bills of ex- 
change ; but, of late, divers fuch have carried on moft unjuft practices, 
in felling and difcounting tallies, bank flock, bank bills, fhares in joint 
ftocks, &c. confederating themfelves together to raife or fall, from time 
to time, the value thereof, as may moft fuit their own private intereft ; 
wherefor, &c. they were now reftrained from acting without a licence 
from the lord mayor and court of aldermen. They were alfo to take 
an oath of fidelity, to be limited to 100 in number, whofe names fhould 
be written on the Royal exchange ; to incur a penalty of L200, if they 


* The capital ftock of the bank was raifed to 12,201,171 105 and the de raifed 
from eight to nine per cent. [ Allardyce’s Aldrefs to the proprietors of the bank, p: 129.) M 
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for themfelves in any merchandize, or in thofe tallies 
dr ee into an obligation for their faithful actings, and net Ra i Gs 
forfeit L500, &c. Te, to 
After this account of the ill ftate of things, we fhall conclude th 
count of the engrafting a& by obferving, that t fubferib s ac- 
the bank were thereby to deliver up to the governor and compan, to 
the bank of England their tallies and orders, which were to be Ete S 
in courfe *. The capital ftock of the bank was thereby to be Sioa a 
from any tax. No contraé for fale of the bank ftock was to be es lid 
unlefs regiftered within feven days in the bank books, and auli 
transferred within fourteen days t. No a&t of the Corporation, nor a 
its court of directors, nor fub-committees thereof, thould fubjea he 
particular fhare of any member to forfeiture. The fhares, however 
were made fubjeé to the payment of all the Juft debts contra@eg by the 
corporation f. By this act it was made felony to counterfeit the com- 
mon feal of the bank, affixed to their fealed bills, or to alter or erafe 
any fum in, or any indorfement on, their fealed notes, figned by order 
of the governor and company, or to forge or counterfeit their bills or 
notes. Members of this corporation were not to be liable to bankrupt- 
cy, merely by reafon of their bank ftock, which ftock, moreover, was 
not liable to foreign attachments. This is all that is eflentially nécef- 
ae fary to be recited from this long act of parliament, fo judicioufly framed 
for reftoring public credit. Two great points were effected by it, viz. 
the exchequer tallies and orders were re{cued from the ftock-jobbing 
harpies by being engrafted into this company, as were alfo the bank 
notes, now cancelled, which had been at 20 per cent difcount, by reafon 
the government had been greatly deficient in their payments to the 
bank ; and a good intereft was fecured for the proprietors of the in- 
creafed capital. 


This happy engraftment, together with the new filver coinage, Te- 
dounded greatly to the credit of Mr. Montague, afterwards earl of Hali- 
fax. For, it is almoft incredible, that in a few months after this Prora 
fion for the national debt in arrear, the ftock of the bank given oa 
proprietors of exchequer tallies, which before this engraftment , i 
been at 40 to 5° per cent difcount, fhould be currently fold ate h ; 
cent. < This fecond bank fubfcription,’ (fays D’Avenant, 1D his fa 


quoted treatife) ‘ being founded upon parliamentary fecurity, for me 
s formed by receiving in thofe t 


he new 


* ing good the deficient tallies, wa 


* They a 
dends in a few years ; 
by reduced to its origi 


happy for hundreds of families, 


when the 


in them all, till after the year 1720 Jed villany 


want of it opened a field of unexamp ft 
and deception. 4. 3 jety after 
This claufe was with great PoR compa: 


vo gre 
{ wards extended to the other two g" \ 
is and all other nies, 4. 
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at par, which coft the fubfcribers but 55 to 65 per cent *; by which 
* the greateft eftates were raifed in the leaft time, and the moft of them, 
‘ that had been known in any age, or in any part of the world.’ I have 
indeed often heard it faid by perfons who lived at this time, that one 
fingle fubfcriber alone (Sir Gilbert Heathcote) gained by that rife of 
the price above L60,000. ; 
* During the recoinage of our filver,’ (fays D’Avenant, in the fecond 
part of his Difcourfes on the public revenues and trade of England, p. 16 I) 


691 


é 


all great dealings were tranfacted by tallies, bank bills, and gold{miths 
notes. Paper credit did not only fupply the place of running cath, but 
greatly multiplied the kingdoms ftock ; for tallies and bank bills did, 
to many ufes, ferve as well, and to fome better, than gold and filver: 
and this artificial wealth, which neceffity had introduced, did make us 
lefs feel the want of that real treafure, which the war, and our lofles 
at fea, had drawn out of the nation’ This able, but venal, author 
wrote in a very different ftrain towards the clofe of the next reign. 
Thefe prudent meafures in England proved the great means of con- 
cluding, in September in the fame year, a treaty of peace between 
England and France, much wanted by both nations. In general, by 
article 7, moft places, poffefled by either party before the war broke 
out, were now ftipulated to remain to them Some of the forts in Hud- 
fon’s bay were, however, thereby ceded to France, as alfo thofe of Nova- 
Scotia, which we had taken from France in 1690; alfo that part of 
St. Chriftophers which we had taken from France in the fame year, 
1690, was reftored to France ; King William’s then untoward affairs not 
permitting him, at that time, to infift too ftrenuoufly on thofe matters, 
more efpecially as the main preliminary of this treaty was the acknow- 
legement of William as king of Great Britain and Ireland by Louis. 
The Dutch reftored to France Pondicherry in Eaft-India ; and, at the 
fame time, a feparate treaty of commerce and marine was concluded 
between them for twenty years. All that is memorable therein being, 
that the Dutch fhould enjoy the fame privileges, franchifes, &c. in 
France, as Louis’s own fubjeéts did, and that they might freely carry to 
` Marfeilles, &c. the merchandize of the Levant, as well in their own 
fhips as in French bottoms, without being liable to the 20 per cent on 
the Levant commerce ; faving only in cafes where the French them- 
felves were liable to pay it. ‘The Dutch alfo might import pickled her- 
rings without being liable to repacking. France alfo remitted to them 
the 50 fols per ton on foreigners fhips, excepting only when Dutch thips 
carry French goods coaft-ways, from one port of France to another. 
To Spain France yielded what fhe had taken in Catalonia, as alfo the 
city and province of Luxemburgh, with CGharleroy, Aeth, Courtray, and 


# Fle means fuch as bought them at fo large a difcount. 4. 


i 452 
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Mons ; referving, however, many burghs and villa 
pendencies, under flight pretences. 

To the princes of the empire, France reftored Triers and @ 
heim to the electors of Triers and Palatine; to Sweden, the. 
of Deuxponts ; to the bifhop of Liege, Dinant ; to the houfe of 


8€8 within thofe q 
e4 


rmerf 
temberg, Mompelgard. But, on the other hand, the empire wae at 
ed to confirm FOREVER to France the pofleffion of Strafburgh, e ie 
territory. To the emperor, however, France yielded up Fri Its 
the reft of the Brifgaw, and Philipfburg: to the duke of Lorra; 


armies. If Louis had no latent defign in thus yielding up fo many ime 
portant places which he had conquered, men would have faid he aged 
moderately; but his real view in this feeming moderation was to dif. 
arm and difunite the allies, that fo he might the more eafily feize on 
the Spanifh monarchy upon the death of their old and feeble king 
Charles II. 

A French fquadron of fhips, commanded by Pointis, this year took 
the famous town and forts of Carthagena in Spanifh America, and, by 
his own account, he got eight millions of crowns thereby. Much more 
had been expected, but the people of fafhion and the religious of both 
fexes had before retired far into the country out of his reach, with 110 
mules laden with treafure. Pointis, fenfible that he could not hold Gar- 
thagena, left it, after demolifhing its forts. i 

It was high time to put an end to the many privileged places to which 
debtors retired with the money and merchandize of their creditors, and, 
by combination in thofe receffes, fet all law and juftice at defiance; no 
officers daring, without the hazard of their lives, to arreft any of thofe 
lawlefs debtors within thofe places. Wherefor, by a ftatute, the following: 
pretended privileged places were fuppreffed, viz. that in the Minories; 
Salifbury court, Whitefriars, Ram alley, and Mitre court, m Fleet 
ftreet ; Fulwood’s rents in Holburn ; Baldwin’s gardens in Gray’s-Inp 
‘lane; the Savoy in the Strand ; Montague clofe, Deadman’s place, the 

_ Clink, and the Mint, in Southwark. [8, 9 Gui. III, c. 26.] Yet the 
Mint was fuffered to {pring up again in a more outrageous manne! ae 
ever, and was not finally fuppreffed till the reign of King George bug! 
was a fad fhame, that fuch lawlefe people fhould have been fo long toler- 
ated or connived at. i 
_ Burlington bay on the coaft of Yorkfhire being a fafe road, and ps 
gaver and pier of Burlington (alias Bridlington) being conveniently or 
T T neceflaries, ‘and alfo for a retreat from Mea 5 
: , Judged a national benefit to lay a duty of one ta th- 
per chaldron on all coals coming from Newcaftle and its members fou 
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ward, for repairing and rebuilding that pier, which had been thrown 
down by a ftorm in the year 1696. [8, 9 Gul. IL, c. 28.] 

This year the filk-weavers of London were extremely outrageous and 
tumultuous, on pretence of .the great quantities of filks, calicoes, and 
other Indian manufactures, imported by the Eaft-India company, and 
worn by all forts of people. They even carried their violence {o far as 
to attempt feizing the treafure at the Eaft-India houfe, and had almoft 


fucceeded in it, but were in the end reduced to order. Yet much cla- © 


mour was ftill raifed, both in pamphlets and converfation, againft the 
company, who in their defence engaged the famous Dr. D’Avenant to 
write a laboured and ingenious eflay on the Eaft-India trade. He was 
an{wered by Mr. Polexfen, an eminent merchant, who this year pub- 
lifhed his able performance, intitled, England and Eaft-India inconfift- 
ent in their manufactures, which, with refpeé to the real matter of fad, 
as well as its popularity, had greatly the advantage over his venal, though 
‘able, opponent. 

Notwithftanding the reftitutions which France had obtained by the 
treaty of Ryfwick, yet her foreign trade feemed ftill to languifh. Hol- 
land reaped much more benefit by her trade with France, than England 
did or could. The later had been accuftomed before the war to fend 
great fums of money to France for wine, brandy, paper, ftuffs, linen, 
hats, filks, and many other things, over and above the merchandize they 
carried thither from England, whereby the balance was always greatly 
in favour of France. But the French commiflary, now fent over to 
England for a treaty of commerce between the two nations, found in- 
furmountable difficulties in his commiffion, not only on account of the 
high duties laid by England on French goods, which duties were appro- 
priated to fundry ufes, but likewife becaufe the Englith, during the late 
long war, had learned to be without the merchandize of France, by fup- 
plying themfelves moftly with the wines of Italy, Spain, and Portugal, 
and with the linens of Holland and Silefia. The French refugees fettled 
in England now alfo fupplied them with paper, ftuffs, filks, and hats, 
made at home. France, moreover, on the other hand, not relaxing any 
of her high impofts on Englifh manufactures, &c. which in effect amount- 
ed to a prohibition of them, it was not therefor poflible for France and 
England to conclude any tarif or treaty of commerce together which 
could be advantageous to the later, and therefor none was made. 

1698.—Neverthelefs, the foreign commerce and public credit of 
England foon revived, and the bills or notes of the bank got up to 
par. The difcount on the remaining tallies was become moderate, and 
the actions or prices of the ftocks of other Englifh companies were be- 
come more promifing. , 

Yet the complaints againft the Eaft-India company’s proceedings, to- 
gether with their great lofles of fhips and rich cargoes during the war, 
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which had prevented them from making any dividends a 


r fund; ` 
. . o < +f): . y pri }- 
ing years, had by tbis time occafioned a general diflike in th e 
an nT. This broke out more plainly in the 1° Pople 


; e for 
1698, when the houfe of commons again took the ftate of the oot 
any’s trade into their ferious confideration, even though it had an 
ee before appeared to be fo delicate an affair, that it had been 
Ti by the parliament to the king and council, who fent it b 
to the parliament, who after all did nothing material 
plaints relating to it. The company therefor though 
to make a propofal to parliament, that they would, 
for the public fervice at 4 per cent intereft, provided the exclufive trade 
to India might be legally fettled on them. But while the houfe of com- 
mons feemingly liftened to this propofal, a number of merchants, head. 
ed by Mr. Samuel Shepherd, and countenanced by Mr. Montague, Chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, offered to advance two millions of Money at 8 
per cent intereft, provided they might have the fole exclufive trade to 
India fettled on them ; yet the fubfcribers not to be obliged to trade in 
one joint ftock, unlefs they fhould afterwards defire to be Incorporated, 
in which cafe a charter fhould be granted to them. This laft propofal 
was beft relifhed, and therefor a bill was accordingly brought into par- 
liament. Againft this the company’s counfel in both houtes of parlia- 
ment pleaded their feveral exclufive charters, which, amongft other 
great privileges, ftiled them lords-proprietors of Bombay and St. Be 
lena. They fet forth, that the company had actually acquired, att = 
own fole expenfe, revenues at Fort St. George, Fort St. David, an 
Bombay, as well as in Perfia and elfewhe 
144,000 per annum, arifin 
for fifhings, for farms of tobacco and betle ; 
and garden-rents, to the natives ; 
chorage, falvage, &c. 


Prudent 
advance L700,000 


and fettlements, and 
and on the coaft of M 
been entirely loft to nts, in 
dom of Bengal, and alfo many fa@tories, buildings, and fettlements, 
divers other parts ; 


: i rinces, 
having, moreover, purchafed of the Indian p 
at high rates, z any privile 


: a itances 
encouraged to do out of a frm belief, that their rights and ee: this 
would on all occafions be objets of the nation’s care *. That 


bill was brought in, 
to a valuation of 


` 
* This account o 
the nature of them, 


now (1760). A. 
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their forts, faories, lands, &c.) and 30 per cent for their quick ftock, 
which they were content even to warrant at that rate. And upon thefe 
terms the company likewife offered to open fubfcriptions for two mil- 
lions. To all this the counfel for the new fubfcribers replied, that the 
old company, (for fo we muft now begin to call them) in reciting their - 
charters, had forgot to mention the provifos therein, viz. that the kings 
of England, who granted them, referved a difcretionary power to make 
them void on three years warning. That the king, folely by his char- 
ter, could not grant the trade exclufive of all others, as being diređly 
contrary to pofitive laws: neither had the prefent king, in faé, granted 
any fuch exclufive right. That feveral recoveries had been made at law 
againft the company for profecuting fuch pretended right. That the 
king’s meflage to the houfe of commons in 1692 plainly fignified, that 
the’ concurrence of parliament was requifite for making a complete and. 
ufeful fettlement of this trade *. That, when they mentioned the refo- 
lution of the houfe of commons in 1691, they omitted their other refo- 
lution; viz. that it was lawful for all perfons to trade to the Eaft-Indies, 
unlefs reftrained by act of parliament. That the patents for fome trades 
with joint ftocks, while the trades for which they were granted were in 
their infancy, have been permitted, for the fake of fettling a trade, and 
till the firft adventurers had reaped fome reafonable compenfation for- 
their expenfe and rifk ; yet afterwards, when fuch- trades have grown 
confiderable, the wifdom of the nation has always, or generally, judged 
it fitting to open a way for the kingdom to receive a general benefit 
therefrom f. That it never was efteemed a breach of public faith, nor 
a derogation from the credit of the great feal, or from the honour of 
our kings, to have their patents annulled by parliament, when it ap- 
peared that fuch grants were either unprofitable or contrary to the 
common rights of the fubje@: neither did any kings think themfelves 
bound in honour or confcience to refufe paffing an act of parliament 
for the annulling of fuch grants. That, moreover, kings having often 
been deceived in fuch grants, they have even been frequently annulled 
by the ordinary courfe of law. 

It was, on the other hand, again farther replied and urged, in behalf 
of the old company, that the property of many families, widows, and 
orphans, was greatly affected by this bill, which, moreover, makes no 
provifion for a determined ftock ; infomuch, that it may hereafter hap- 
pen, that the trade may be loft to the nation for want of a fufficient ca- 
pital to carry it on ; it appearing by thirty years experience, that it re- 
quires at leat L600,000 every year to carry on this trade to its utmoft.- 


* Here they expatiated on the bribery and other arguments againft the old company, were aaia 
indire&t proceedings of the company in the years very time afking for, and afterwards obtained, an. 
1692—1695. A. exclufive trade to India.. 4. 


F Yet the very fame people, who now ufed thefe A 
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That even during the three years to michaelmas 1701 
{cribers are, by this bill, permitted to trade as well 
which is contrary to the charters, and will create great confug 
render the faid three years trade allowed the old company ofn 
becaufe they are ftill bound to export to the value of Lroo,o99 ae? 
ly in our own manufaGtures, while the new fubfcribers are ‘ieee 
fuch obligation. The old company are, moreover, obliged to pas 2 No 
and to keep up forts, factories, &c. while the new fubferibers ioe 
have an equal benefit of the trade, without either. That fince the n 
new fubfcription in 1693, the company have loft, either by “as 

or by the calamities: of war, twelve great fhips, which, with their a 
goes, would have fold here. for near L1,500,000. And yet, notwith. 
ftanding fuch loffes, they have paid in cuftoms fince that patina 
L295,000, befide L85,000 in taxes. That, moreover, they {upplied the 
king in Holland, on a prefling occafion, with 6000 barrels of gunpowder 

and had likewife, at a time of great extremity, fubfcribed L80,000 for 

circulating exchequer bills at the inftances of the treafury. And that, ` 
in fhort, many hundred families have their whole fortunes depending 

in the ftock of the prefent company, who muft be utterly ruined, if this 

bill take effect. 

In the foregoing debates there are to be found a great many material 
articles relating to the hiftory and conduct of the old Eaft-India com- 
pany, and to the nature and legality of exclufive charters, unfupported 
by parliamentary authority ; we could not therefor avoid fomewhat en- 
larging theréon, and fhall only fubjoin what was, on this occafion, far- 
ther alleged againft the old company, viz. that the new fubfcribers to 
that company’s ftock in the year 1693 were deluded into it by the char- 
ter then obtained by indirect means, and by the hopes of an act of par- 
liament to confirm it, and by the old proprietors having valued their 
ftock at L750,000, whereby they fhared L375,000 of the new dbbicrib- 
ers money amongft themfelves ; and as they had warning fufficient, Dy 


the tranfactions before the king and council, nobody was an{werable for 
Da lofs but themfelves. i Jiament 
hefe reafons weighing, or feeming to weigh, with the param” o 
and fome of the leaders of the old E riny iene moreover r i- 
have been fufpected of difaffeGion to the ftate, or, perhaps Pre an 
ly, becaufe the new fubfcribers were the favourites of the mm ae 
act of parliament was pafied for raifing a fum not exceeding ae cent 
lions, upon a fund for payment of annuities after the rate os BE flance 
hee for fettling the trade to the Eaft-Indies. eet appt 

Or, as tar as relates to thi ject, i e king mg i 
commiffioners for tak o this fubject, is, that the king ations, 
the ae of England excepted, for raifing two millions, from 
michaelmas 1698, the entire intereft being L160,000 per ane 
3 


» the n 
as the Co 


: E - corpo! 
ing fubfcriptions from any perfons of © w and after 


aring | 
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from the duty on falt, and certain additional duties on {tamped 
parchment and paper. The new fubferibers to be called the general 
fociety of traders to the Eaft-Indies. They were empowered to trade 
either directly themfelves, or to licence others in their ftead; but fo as 
not to trade annually for more than the amount of their refpe@ive fhares 
or ftock. Yet the king might, by his charter, incorporate the fub- 
{cribers into one body-politic *, with perpetual fucceflion, &c. and the 
ufual powers ; till when the fubferibers were to eleé& out of their body 
24 truftees. Corporations having fhares herein might trade in propor- 
tion to their fhares +. Neither this general fociety, nor, any company 
that may be eftablifhed in purfuance of this aét, thall borrow or give 
fecurity for any fum on the credit of the funds by this a&t granted. 
Neither fhall they borrow, owe, or give fecurity for, any other or great- 
er fums than fhall be employed in their trade, and which likewife {hall 
be borrowed only on their common feal, and not repayable in lefs than 
fixmonths. Neither fhall they difcount any bills of exchange, or other 
bills or notes, nor keep books or cafh for any perfons whatever, other 
than their own corporation}. Five per cent additional duty, rated on 
the value, from michaelmas 1698, is hereby laid on all India goods im- 
ported, to be paid to the general fociety, or to fuch company or com- 
panies as may be erected, for maintaining ambafladors, and other extra- - 
ordinary expenfes, the overplus whereof to be difpofed of for the bene- 
fit of all the members. “Spon three years notice, after michaelmas 1711, 
and repayment by parliament of the faid two millions, then all the du- 
ties, privileges, &c. fhall ceafe §. Provided, howevei. that the prefent 
Eaft-India company may alfo trade to India until michaelmas 1701. 
The feparate traders, called formerly interlopers, already gone out, may 
fafely return. All future fales of India goods fhall be made openly by 
inch of candle, on pain of forfeiting half to the king and half to the 
informer ||. The prefent company fhall pay their juft debts. No fo- 
ciety, to be erected in purfuance of this act, fhall owe at any one time 
more than the value of their capital ftock undivided; and if, by any 
dividends, their debts at any time fhall exceed the amount of their ca- 
pital ftock, the refpeétive members fhall be liable for the fame, fo far 
as the fhares they received upon fuch dividends fhall extend, befide cofts 
of fuit. .[9, 10 Gul. II, c. 44.] iat 

On occafion of this contention between the two companies, 1t was 
alleged by many at this time, againft any exclufive trade, that an open 
trade, though with lefs profit, would be more beneficial to the nation, 


* This was the intention from the firk. 4. § The term was extended to 25th March, 1726, 
+ This feems plainly defigned to favour what with three years notice. [48 6 Anne, c. 17+] 2 
prefently after fell out in behalf of the old com- . |j This was to obviate the complaint of clan- 


. > i ve he con- 
pany. 4 define fales, faid to have been made by t 
: ry Thefe claufes were intended to prevent ena nivance of, or for the benefit of, the directors, <% 
croaching on the province of the bank. 4. 
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and lefs difturb our own manufactures. That it is better for they.: 
dom, for inftance, that L300 be employed at ro per cent rae k 
that but Lroo be employed at L20 profit. That wonderful thin 
faid of the gains by trade in Sir Thomas Grefham’s time, aie 
every Lioo employed in trade, it was returned again at the end i : 
year, with 200 or L300 more of profit, divided between the cy a 
the crown and the merchants; though at this time, Perhaps 26 ,. 
per cent is all that is fo divided ; but then, for every Lroo then Be a 
ed, there is probably Lroco now employed mn commerce: and ante 
quently, for every Lroo fo gained in thofe times, there js at le T 
Lrooo gained in our days. Thus, when the African or Guinea trad 
was laid open on paying Io per cent to the company, if from fine 
time ten {hips were employed in it for every one that had been em- 
ployed by that company ; if, in the open trade, thefe ten thips on 
Lroo0 could divide 30 per cent between themfelves and the cuftoms 
and the company’s one fhip before divided Lroo between them and the 
cuftoms, yet the ten fhips are much more beneficial to the nation, be- 
caufe they employ ten times as many perfons, and carry out ten times 
as many manufactures, as the company’s one fhip did. This is a very 
mmportant remark for the confideration of legiflators. 

After fo long and fo expenfive a war, but juft ended, wherein alfo 
there had been very great lofles by captures of fo many. of our rich _ 
merchant fhips, it gave foreign nations.a high idea of the wealth and 
grandeur of England, to fee two millions fterling money fubfcribed 
for in three days time: and had the books’been kept open longer, there 
were perfons ready to have fubfcribed as much more: for though higher 
proofs have fince appeared of the great riches of the nation, becaufe 
our wealth is very vifibly and much increafed fince that time, yet till 
then there had never been fo illuftrious an inftance- of England’s opu- 
lence. This, however, was undoubtedly owing in a great meafure to 
the legal eftablifhment of our free conftitution by the acceffion of King 
WwW illiam and Queen Mary to the throne, whereby a firm confidence m 
the public faith was eftablifhed on a folid bafis. For before this moft 
happy and folid fettlement of our conftitution, whereby the precife a : 
mits of the royal prerogative, as well as of the fubjed’s rights, Were a 
ie Dickson of ogres by the evermamor I0, mre 
and the law of King ] sie] Maen ite ary ope nftant- 

: g James I againft monopolies in 1624, &c- CO 


ly pretended to the ris} f seranti ae d charters, 

git ot granting exclufive privileges an = 
hongi: eee frequently and canal oppoted, and ee 
ucce : k : FA “HI this g 
epocha of e He uptight judges and juries. Yet, til 


. . . as ae 
ae Eaft-India, African, and Hudfon’s-bay; fe ra 
a with joint ftocks, as well as the regulated companies, 3S ae z 
ufually called, trading without a common ftock, viz. the merchan 
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u , though none of them were 
legally eftablifhed by ad of parliament, (as the Ruffia company was by 
the 8th of Queen Elizabeth) all of them, neverthelefs, prefumed fo far 
upon their royal charters, as to give great difturbance to, and often to- 
tally to obftruét, the feparate and independent traders, whom they 
thought fit to ftigmatize with the opprobrious appellation of interlopers. < 
This therefor was, properly, the firft legally-exclufive mercantile com- 
pany of England with a joint ftock. Neceffity, however, was the main 
inducement with the government to pafs this law, 8 per cent being, in 
thofe times of difficulty, reckoned but a moderate intereft ; tallies, &c. 
being ftill at a confiderable difcount, though they foon after got up to 
par. 
This law, then, having empowered the king to incorporate all the 
fub{cribers into one exclufive community, named the general fociety 
trading to the Eaft-Indies, their charter was dated on the 3d of Sep- 
tember, 1698 ; and on the sth of that month, he incorporated them 
as one joint-f{tock exclufive company, and their fucceffors, by the name 
of the Englifb company trading to the Eaff-Indies, with the cuftomary - 
privileges of having a common feal, of making bye laws, of fuing and 
being fued, of purchafing an undetermined quantity of lands, &c. And 
with this remarkable claufe, (which proved the means of afterwards 
uniting the old and new Eaft-India companies) viz. that all corporations 
and perfons who fhould derive any right or title from any of the faid 
fubfcribers, or their fucceffors, fhould be efteemed members of this 
new company, and be received and admitted as fuch, gratis. That this 
company might augment their capital ftock. That members, at their 
admiffion, fhould take an oath of fidelity to the ftock-company, and 
fhould not trade to India on their private account. L500 to entitle 
them to one vote in general courts, and none to have more than one 
vote. That this new company might eftablifh the fame courts of judi- 
cature as the old company had power to do by King James IP’s charter ; 
fhould maintain a minifter and {choolmafter at St. Helena, and in every 
fort and fuperior factory ; as alfo a chaplain in every fhip of 500 tons 
and upwards. That one tenth part of their whole annual exports to E 
India fhould be in Englifh produ&t and manufactures *. i 
No fooner was this new company erected, than great and obvious dif- 
ficulties and objections were ftarted againft their proceeding to trade 
during the three years remaining to the old company, who were in pof- 
feffion of the forts and of the privileges granted in India by the moguls, 
&c. And even though the new company fhould wait till michaelmas 
1701, when they would have the exclufive trade, the old one was, ne- 


verthelefs, ftill at liberty to difpofe of their forts, fettlements, factories, ae 
* ‘The reft of it is immaterial, or elfe a repetition of what is aheady mentioned. «7 ad 
4 422 
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&c. at their own price, as not being reftrained by the ag of pani 
from felling them even to foreigners *. Nor were they by hae ten 


folutely diffolved at the end of the three years, feeing their AG ab- 


thereby made liable to pay all their debts, which could not b Cftate is 
within the limits of thofe three years. Moreover, the old cone CHledeg 
artfully fubfcribed L315,000 into the new ftock in the nate had 
John Dubois, their treafurer, whereby they were. pofleffed of of Mr 
feventh part of the whole new capital of two millions, 

which pofleffion, they obtained an act of the next feffion of 
importing, that, in confideration of the old company hay 
Mr. Dubois to fubfcribe the faid fum in truft for them, 
continue a corporation, fubject, neverthelefs, to be determ 
redemption of the fund aforefaid: which, being deemed a 
is not printed in the ftatute-book. It is intitled, an A 


ing the old company, (called the governor and company of merchants 


rate traders, who ftill continued to a@ by themfelves. 3dly, after the 
‘old company’s three years fhould be expired, of what ufe could their 
forts, factories, lands, buildings, &c. be to them. Thefe, and other 
difficulties and abfurdities, might be enlarged on, were it neceflary, af- 
ter dwelling fo long on this matter already. A coalition, therefor, © 
thofe two companies feemed to be the only effectual expedient. For 
fuch was, at this time, the force of party in a matter which, one woul’ 
think, fhould be of no party, that thofe two companies had divided al- 
moft the Whole kingdom into the two oppofite parties, of the old an¢ 
die 1 oe the former generally favoured by the tory pa 
for a tee the whigs. And in this condition we will leave it 2 
tory. while, for the fake of the chronological order of our 


ad s ; : : 
moft unaccountable miftake, if not rather j jonally done. 4 
K er intent y 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative s 


A. D. 1698. | jet 


Tt was about this time that the king of France made his greateft ef- 
forts for fea-dominion, or a fuperior naval flrength: and it cannot be 
denied, that he took very wife meafures for that end. He eređted aca- 
demies for mathematical ftudies, and for making expert engineers, bom- 
bardiers, fhip-builders, and navigators ; and he divided all his fea-coatfts 
into departments, over which he placed proper intendants, who kept 
exact lifts of all feafaring people, obliging them by turns to ferve in the 
royal navy for a limited term of years. By fuch meafures, he appeared 
quickly on the Occan with a formidable navy, whereby for a while he 
bade defiance to both the antient maritime powers. Yet in the end he 
was effectually convinced, that they had {till an advantage over him on 
the watery element, after he had contraéted an immenfe debt on that 
{core : and that, as all monarchies, as well as individuals, have certain 
limits in point of power and expenfe, he muft either quit his new pro- 
ject of giving law on the Ocean, or elfe abandon his grand projects of 
conquefts on the land by his vaft armies. The later he could not think 
of giving up, and therefor he was forced to drop the former. So that, 
towards the clofe of his reign, his navy was permitted to decline very 
much : yet his fucceflor has fince attempted both again, with as little 
or lefs reafon, and even with much lefs fuccefs, all things being duely 
confidered. > 

This year Louis XIV erected a new exclufive company for 50 years, 
named the royal company of St. Domingo, not only for the great ifland 
of Hifpaniola, (the weft end of which he had feized on and planted, 
though never as yet yielded to him by Spain in any treaty) but for all 
the other Weft-India iflands he laid claim to. This grant was confirm- 
ed in 1716. 

The luftring company now obtained an act of parliament, the pre- 
amble of which fets forth, that the company have, with great labour 
and charge, brought that manufacture to perfection: but that, by reafon 
of the fraudulent importation of foreign alamodes and luftrings, they 
have not enjoyed the benefit intended them by the royal charter, but 
have wafted tlreir time and ftock in contending with many difficulties 
and obftrudctions.. And it now appearing that the manufacture cannot 

e conducted, and fecured to England, by any other means*than by 
eftablifhing an exclufive company tor the fame, it was enacted, that the 
faid company be a perpetual corporation, with the ufual powers, &c. 
of a body-politic, as im their charter, and that they enjoy the fole ufe, 
exercife, and benefit of making, dreffing, and luftrating, plain black 
alamodes, renforcez, and luftrings, in England and Wales, for fourteen 
years. [9, 10 Gul. JIT, c. 43.) But the fafhion changed ; new fabrications: 
drove out thofe pretty and glofly filks; and the company ran out their 
ftock, and were quite broke up before the expiration of their exclufive 


term, which therefor was not renewed. 
2 
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The Dutch Eaft-India company’s charter of 
renewed by the ftates-general for 40 years ; 
great encouragement and weight for carryi 
India. ; 

The Englifh feparate traders to Guinea and other Parts of th 
coaft of Africa, called interlopers by the royal African company i ' 
a great advantage over that company by being at no par » Davin 
penfe of forts, governors, factors, and other fervants, on 
by this time fo far fupplanted them in the negro trade, 
rendered unable any longer to fupport their forts, &c. 
of the legiflature. An act of parliament was therefor fee 
behalf; the preamble whereof fets forth, that as thofe forts and aa 
which are undoubtedly neceflary for the protection of that trade have 
hitherto been maintained at the fole expenfe of the company, it is aye 
reafonable, that all who trade to that coaft fhould contribute to the 
fupport of them: wherefor, it was enacted, that, for enabling the com- 
pany to fupport and maintain the faid forts and factories, all the king’s 
fubjets, as well of England, as America, trading to the coaft of Africa 
between Cape Mount and the Cape of Good Hope, as well as the faid 
company, fhould pay 10 per cent ad valorem for all the goods and mer- 
chandize, which they fhould export to that coaft, either from England or 
from America. They fhould pay alike 1o per cent outward, and alfo 
10 per cent homeward, on all goods fhipped from or to England or 
America, to and from any part of that coaft between Cape Blanco and 
Cape Mount, (but. redwood fhould only pay 5 per cent) negroes except- 
ed. Gold and filver brought from any part of that coaft fhould pay no 
duty at all, but might be freely landed without entry. And feparate traders 
(now no longer to be called interlopers) fhould enjoy equal protection 
and affiftance at thofe forts with the company’s own {hips and people; 

and they might even, at their own coft, fettle factories and do all other 
matters there which the company might do. [9, 10 Gul. I, ¢ 26.) 
Thus a trade, which had before been virtually open, was now made 
legally fo ; and, at that time, in every one’s judgement, much to the be- 
nefit of the nation, more efpecially with relation to the commerce to 
our fugar colonies: for it was confeffed by all, that the feparate traders 
had confiderably reduced the price of negroes to our fugar-plante i 
and, confequently, had fo far the better enabled them to under a 
our rivals. Yet we fhall hereafter fee, that the provifion made Oye 3 
law, which was to endure for thirteen years, could not effectually A we 
poa Herora African company, who had the management 0 
Yə which, in the end, was abfolutely reduced to nothing. ; bot- 

Uaine Pasa UE the company proceeded to trade on their a Pi 
PE Dy Pai money by their fealed bonds; and made I ftock, 

ers to the amount of Ly 80,000 by way of additiona 


Privileges was 
which ¢ is y 
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in hopes to find the parliament fooner or later inclinable to grant them 
an exclufive trade; for which end they petitioned Queen Anne, in the 
year 1707, though without effec. 


London at this time abounded with new projects and fhem. pro~ 
mifing mountains of gold: there were alfo fundry rational new projects. 
` Introduced, moftly by the French proteftant refugees ; the chief of thofe 

projectors was one Dupin, who was inftrumental in advancing the ma- 
nufactures of fine linen, thread, tapes, lace, &c. and of fine white writ- 
ing paper. Fle pretended, that the court of France was fo much alarm- 
ed at his firft fetting on foot the paper manufacture, that Barillon, the 
French ambaflador at London, obftru&ed it to his utmoft, and enticed: 
the chief of our workmen into France, from the paper mills in England. 
But with refpeé to the linen manufacture, more efpecially in the fouth 
parts of England, it is probable it will never prove very fuccefsful ; 
neither, perhaps, is it for England’s benefit that it fhould fucceed there, 
fince it might not a little interfere with our antient and noble woollen: 
manufactures, and alfo with the filk and fteel ones, by diverting our 
workmen therefrom ; fince, in the opinion of many, the fowing of much: ~ 
flax in England) and the neglect of the woollen manufa@ure, which. 
would inevitably follow, might probably lower the price of lands; as,. 
obfervers fay, it requires about twenty acres of land to breed wool for 
fetting on work the fame number of hands which one acre of flax would 
employ : and yet, in the end, the woollen manufacture will be found to 
employ by far the greateft number of hands, and yield the moft profit 
to the public, as well as to the manufacturers: That even in the linen: 
manufactures of Holland, the Dutch have only the eafieft and moft pro- 
fitable part thereof, viz, the weaving and whitening of it; for it is faid, 
that moft of the yarn is fpun in Germany, Pruffia, &c. where the 
people, being poor, can fpin cheaper than the people of Holland or 
England can do. But in countries where labour and lands are cheap, 
as in Scotland and Ireland, the linen manufacture has been found to þe 
profitable to the community. The farther planting of the new colonies. 
in America, with fuch projets at home as infurance offices, faltpetre 
works, copper-mines, penny-poft project, and many more, were now. 
much in vogue:. ‘ fo have I feen, fays the author of an Eflay on pro- 
jes, printed in the preceding year, ‘ fhares of joint-ftocks, and other 
‘ undertakings, blown up by the air of great words, and the name of 
+ fome man of credit concerned, to perhaps Lroo for one five hundredth 
* part or fhare, and yet at laft dwindle to nothing.’ Writers lous Pa 
time complain heavily, ‘ that the Royal exchange of London was = id- 
: ed with projects, wagers, fairy companies of new manufactures an in 
‘ ventions, ftock-jobbers, &c. fo that very foon after this time, ae 
& tranfadting of this airy trade of jobbing was juftly removed from ofti 
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‘ the Royal exchange into the place called Exchange-alley whee 
+ (till carried on *.’ ; ere it is 

This year the houfe of peers addrefled King William to dif 
the woollen manufactures of Ireland, the increafe of which hag ose 

umbrage to the people of England: and to encourage the linen Slven . 
faGure of that kingdom, purfuant to an act of parliament in 6 
ready mentioned ; which has fince been brought to great per sae 
that kingdom. The houfe of commons likewife addrefled the p> ™ 
induce the people of Ireland to cultivate the joint intereft of b 

‘doms; and that, as Ireland is dependent on, and protected þ nel 
the Irifh would be content to apply themfelves to the linen manfa 
whereby they would enrich themfelves and be beneficial to D 
the fame time; both which points have fince been effe&ted ina va 
meafure. 

The French now began a fettlement at the mouth of the river Mif- 
fippi in the Spanifh province of Florida; fince grown up to bea confi- 
derable French colony. Their main intention herein, as has fince 
plainly appeared, being to open a communicaticn from thence to their 
colony of Canada, thereby to hem in the Englifh colonies, {0 as to en- 
grofs the whole Indian trade to themfelves. 

Before we leave this year, it may not be amifs to take notice of what 
D’Avenant has remarked concerning the increafe of the people of Eng- 
land, in the fecond part of his Difcourfes on the public revenues and 
trade of England, (publithed in this year, p. 196, o€tavo) viz. ‘that there 
< are almoft undeniable reafons to be drawn from political arithmetic, 

that, fince the year 1600, we are increafed in number of inhabitants 
* about 900,000, which could not be, if the plantations were fuch a 
* drain of the people, as is injurious to the commonwealth.’ ; 

_ We cannot forget two good ftatutes of this feffion for the benefit of in- 
land commerce. The firft was for determining differences by arbitration, 
wher eby merchants, traders, and others, defiring to endany controverfy 
(for which there is no other remedy but by perfonal action oF fuit in 
equity) by arbitration, might agree the fubmiffion of their fuit to the 

Award of any perfon or perfons, which fhould be made a rule of any 

court of record ; by which agreement, fo made and inferted in nee 
fubmiffion, the parties thould be finally concluded by fuch arbitration. 
19, 10 Gul. II, c. 15. ; č a 

ae other, for the better payment of inland bills of exchange, © 3 


at all bills of exchange, drawn in England, for Lz, or u ard, to any 
z = > = pwe , 

other place in England. and payabl PSr a of days, Wee 5 

or months, after date, 2 payable at a certain number 


¢ 


-hich ac 
fhall, after prefentation and acceptance, whic 


* From Change-alley the trade į r b A dings erected by 4 
fulNeripti € in government funds has again removed to 4 buvame fo tranfaĉt- 
p alae apne ne flock-brokers, called the ftock-exchange: and a great part of it is al 
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ceptance fhall be by under-writing the fame under the party’s hand fo 
accepting. And after the expiration of three days after the bill hall 
become due, the party to whom the bill is made payable, his fervant, 
agent, or afligns, may, and fhall caufe the bill to be protefted by a notary 
public, or any other fubftantial perfon of the city, town, or place, in the 
prefence of two or more credible witneffes, refufal or neglect being firft 
made of due payment, which proteft fhall be made and written under 
a fair-written copy of the faid bill, fignifying, that I, A. B. on the 
day of , at the ufual place of abode of the faid C. D. have demand- 
ed payment of the bill of which this is a copy ; which the faid C. D. did: 
not pay : wherefor I the faid A. B. do hereby proteft the faid bill. Dated 
at this day of ——. Which proteft thall, within fourteen days after, 
be fent, or otherwife due notice fhall be given thereof, to the party from 
whom the bill was received, and who, upon producing fuch proteft, fhall 
repay the bill, together with intereft and charges: and, on default of 
fuch proteft, (for which 6d only thall be paid) or due notice, the perfon fo 
failing fhall be liable to all cofts, damages, and intereft, acruing there- 
by: provided, that if any fuch bill be loft or mifcarried within the time 
limited for payment, the drawer fhall be obliged to give another bill; 
the perfon to whom it is fent giving fecurity, if demanded, to the drawer, 
to indemnify him, in cafe the loft bill thall be found again. [9, 10 
Gul. LIT, c. 17.) £ 

Private and fallacious lotteries were at this time become general, not 
only in London, but in moft other great cities and towns of England, 
whereby the lower people, and the fervants and children of good families, 
were defrauded: an act of parliament was therefor paffed, for fupprefs- 
ing fuch lotteries; even though they might be fet up under colour of 
patents or grants under the great feal, fuch grants or patents, againft the 
common good, welfare, and peace, of the kingdom, being void, and 
again{t law: and a penalty of L5oo was laid on the proprietors of any 
fuch lotteries, and of L20 on every adventurer in them. [10, rı Gul. 
IIL, c. 17.] i 

1699.—During the unfettled times of the Eaft-India trade, the old 
Eaft-India company’s ftock, by the management of ftock-jobbers, had, 
in about nine or ten years paft, been fold on the exchange at from 300 
per cent down to .37 per cent. gg 

Captain Dampier, in the king’s fhip the Roebuck, having failed upon 
new difcoveries, after various adventures found that the eaftermoft part 
of New Guinea did not join to the continent, but was, in fact, an ifland, 
which he therefor called New-Britain. 

Complaints being ftill loud concerning the wool and woollen manu- 
fa@tures of Ireland exported into foreign parts; and that even thole of 
our North-American plantations began to be likewife exported to fo- 
reign markets, formerly fupplied by England; a law was thereupen 
Vor. I. 4U 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative ; 


ee 


706 A. D. 1699. 


made to prevent the exportation of wool out of the kingdom, of 


and England into foreign parts; and for the encourageme iel 
Englith woollen manufactures. Whereby, I) No wool, nor nt of the 
tures of wool, were to be exported from Ireland to any part o Nufag, 


2 on 
all, Kingfale 
> and alfo of 
who thoulg 


rica, by land or water, to any place out of the king’s domaa Ame: 
11 Gul. IIL, c. 10.] | We iE, 
Dr. Gemelli, who returned this year from his fix years travels 

the globe, treating of the Portuguefe conquefts in Eaft India chee 
that the remains of thofe conquefts are fo very inconfiderable as jes 
ly to defray their own expenfe. At Goa, they have that {mall aaa 
with three or four other inconfiderable ones near it. On the north 
coaft, the fortreffes of Daman, Bazaim, and Chaul. In the kingdom of 
Guzarat, they have Diu. Near China, the iflands of Timor, Solor, and 
the colony of Macao, fubje& to China. In Africa, they have Angola 

Sena, Sofala, Mozambique, and Mombaza; many in number, but of no 
great value. ~ 

The admiffion to the freedom of the Englith Ruffia company was 
made more eafy by an act [10, 11 Gul. III, c. 6] which directed, that af- 
ter lady-day 1699 every fubje&t defiring admiffion into that fellowship 
fhould pay no more than L 5 for the fame. The commiflioners of the 
cuftoms were alfo required to lay before both houfes of parliament an- 
nual accounts of all naval ftores, imported from Ruffia into England. 
Though no realon is afligned for this order, it is more than probable, 
that the legiflature had in their thoughts the encouragement of the im- 
portation. of naval ftores from our American plantations. 

By another ftatute, [ Jame feffion, c. 25] feveral regulations were made 
concerning the Newfoundland trade and fithery : fach as, its being made 
pane dy free for all fubje&s alike to trade thither, and to fih on 1s 
aa PN the firt fihing {hip arriving at any of the harbours or 

s of Newfoundland fhall be deemed admiral there for that feafon: . 
the fecond thip fo arriving {hall be vice-admiral; and the third iba 
be rear-admiral. _Thofe three admirals {hall have power to decide con- 
ets concerning places or ftations in harbours, ftages, cook-roni 
Gye fl oer, every bye-boat-keeper there fhall carry 2 voyabe 
and one that a fix, viz. one that hath made Bue avail em- 

as at fea before. And every inhabitant 


* This is oe : ies Æ 
This the firft mention in the flatute book of woollen manufactures in the American colonie 
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men for every boat kept by him. Alfo évery 
. p fhall carry with him one that never was at fea 
before, for every five men he fhall cart 


tien hg 797 
ploy two fuch frefh 
matter of a fithing fhi 
) i ty: And, for the prefervation of 
timber on the ifland of Newfoundland; no perfon fhall rind any of the 
trees, nor fhall fet on fire any of the woods, &c. ` 
Though the poft-office revenue of England be not accountable annu- 

ally to tl’ parliament, as other branches are, it being properly part of 
the private revenue of the crown ; yet (as has been elfewhere obferved) 
that revenue being a kind of politico-mercantile pulfe, whereby to judge 
of the increafe or decreafe of the nation’s general commerce, we fhall 
here therefor obferve, that in a printed letter to a member of parlia- 
ment, concerning the debts of the nation, (publifhed in 1701) the net 
revenue of the poft-office for the year 1699 is faid to have been 
Loo,504 : 10: 6 *, 

~ By D’Avenant’s reports to the commiffioners of accounts, [anno 
1712, part ii, p. 71] there was exported from England this year, to all 
parts, - = mane 16,788,166 


Whereof in our woollén manufactures to the value of 2,032,292 


This authentic view of the vaft importance of our woollen manufac- 
ture exported highly merits the corftant remembrance of the public, 
being confiderably above two fifth parts of our whole exports. 

The judicious Mr. Wood alfo, in his Survey of trade, [p. 46] tells us, 
that in the year 1662 the total exports from England were 12,022,812 


Ditto anno 1699, as për D’Avenant - 6,788,166 
Wait increafe of our exports fince 1662 - 4,765,334 
Several authorsthink that the value of all the wool fhorn annually in 
England may amount to - ae 12,000,000 
The manufacturing whereof is computed to°coft - _ 6,000,005 


And that, when manufactured, its total value is in- 


creafed to = - - 38,000,000 
= 


Of which many fince that time think we annually export near one 


_ * While the correfpondence of England pro- © bert, after deliberation, gave up the grant, as 
duced a confiderable revenue (which howeverishere < thinking it difadyantageous.’ The revenue 
over-rated) to the fovereign, that of Scotland ap- arifing to government from the poftages of Scot- 
pears to have been ùnable to fupport its own ex- land foon became confiderable. In our own times 
penfe. < In 1698, Sir Robert Sinclair of Steven- it has been very great ; and of late years it has in- 
‘fon had a grant from King William of the whole creafed prodigioufly. See Mr. Creech’s letter in 
€ revenue of the polt-office of Scotland, witha pen- zhe Statiftical account of Scotland, V. vi; p. 586. M. 
‘ fion of L300 a-year, to keep up the poft. Sir Ro- 


4U2 
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_ in every week, for treating of all commercial matters, 
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half; more efpecially fince the late increafed demand from 
American plantations *. Our own 


1700.—The king of France at this time erected a new co 
commerce, confifting of his principal minifters of ftate and finan Weil of 
of twelve of the principal merchants of his kingdom, viz. tom Ces, ang 
and ten from the cities of Rouen, Bourdeaux, Lyons, Marfeille 
Nantes, St. Malo, Lifle, Bayonne, and Dunkirk ; to meet ee elle 

> as wel] a 
as by fea, at home and beyond fea: to receive propofals, {chemes 
tions, &c. and to determine commercial controverfies : alfo to enc 
works, manufactures, &c. The twelve merchants to be 
by. the magiftrates of the cities. 

From the very firft erection of this famous new council, or board of 
commerce, we haye good ground to date the great and almoft furprif. 
ing increafe of the commerce, woollen manufacture, mercantile fhip-: 
ping, and foreign colonies, of France. 


and 
» peti- 
our 

annually la 


s The wear of Indian wrought filks, ftuffs, and calicoes, was become fo " 


univerfal in England at this time, and the complaints thereof fo loud 
that it was now thought high time to remedy fo great an evil. The 
preamble to the ftatute obferves, that the continuance of the trade to 
the Eaft-Indies, in the fame manner and proportions as it hath been for 
two years laft paft, muft inevitably be to the great detriment of the 
‘kingdom, by exhaufting the treafure thereof, melting down the coin, 
and taking away the labour of the people, whereby very many of the 
manufacturers of this nation are become exceffively burdenfome and 
chargeable to their refpective parifhes, and others are thereby compelled 
to feek for employment in foreign parts. This grievance was greatly 
heightened by the double importations by two Eaft-India companies, - 
which raifed a great clamour in Spitalfields, Norwich, Canterbury, Co- 
indi ry, &c. whereby alfo: a double quantity of filver was exported to 
ia. i 
_ A flatute was therefor paffed for more effeCtually employing the poor, 
by encouraging the manufactures of this kingdom, enacting, that from 
Piece 1701 all wrought filks, Bengals, and fiuffs, mixed with 
ilk or herba, of the manufacture of Perfia, China, or Eaft-India; au 
alfo all calicoes, printed, painted, dyed, or ftained, there, fhould be lock- 
edup in warehoufes appointed by the commiffioners of the cuftoms, o 


re-exported ; fo as none of the faid goods fhould be worn or ufed, 10 


i ; 5 > o 
either apparel or furniture, in England, on forfeiture thereof, and al 


* From a paper in the Pbileiphi ; ritte 
: X ical tranfađ. and, W 
w 3 aie #330] es midge veffel EN enetians f 
~ a arge ihip, was bùilt at Invernefs for h friendly terms- 
te Erze of Venice. The writer dces not fay, E 5 Teal “nobleman h eaa 
aie f Pl built; but the paper is dated 1699; built at Invernefs, which for her bulk was 
rom Fletcher of Saltoun’s. fecond difcaurfe wonderful. [M. Paris, p. 77% ed, 164°: 
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of L200 penalty on the perfon havi felli Cae pee 
12 Gul. IIT, c. 101] P aving, or felling, any of them. frr, 


This wholefome law greatly revived the drooping fpirits of our owm 
filk and ftuff mee fue : PEEPAR IT 

By another ftatute of this feffion [c. 11} for making the laws more 
effectual againft the importation of foreign bone-lace, needle-work, &e:. 
they were again to be re-admitted three months after the prohibition of 
the Englifh woollen manufa@ures in Flanders fhould be taken off The 
Prohibition of our woollen manufaGtures in Flanders, which was found: 
very detrimental to us, was occafioned by our prohibition of -their lace, 
&c. wherefor we were now obliged to repeal that law, in. order that our: 
woollen manufactures might be re-admitted into Flanders. 

The ftates of the United Netherlands, and the proteftant princes of 
Germany, now adopted the new ftile in all their deeds, acts, &c: 

An act was paffed [11, 12 Gul. IL, c. 20] whereby our own woollen: 
manufactures, corn, and grain, of all kinds, as alfo meal, malt, pulfe; 
and bread, were exempted from paying any duty on exportation. 

In the month of November 1700 King Charles II of Spain departed: 
this life. The French king had managed that weak prince’s will abfo- 
lutely in favour of his grandfon the duke of Anjou, and thereupon feiz- 
ed on the entire Spanifh monarchy, without regarding the laft partition: 
treaty. Hereby the greateft part of Europe was juftly alarmed, and: 
moft efpecially the emperor, England, and Holland. By Louis’s feiz- 
ing on Milan, and other imperial fiefs in Italy, the emperor and empire: 
were nearly concerned. By his feizing on the Spanifh Netherlands the 
Dutch were deprived of a barrier againft France. And by his pofle& 
fion of Spain itfelf, both England’s and Holland’s great commerce in: 
the Mediterranean lay much at his mercy, as did alfo their Weft-India 
commerce, by his difpatching fhips of war to take pofleffion of the 


Spanifh dominions in America. Yet both England and Holland found. . 


themfelves obliged fo far to temporize, as at firft to recognize his grand- 
fon for king of Spain, being as yet in no condition to oppofe his title, 
or openly to favour, what was more for their intereft, the claim of the- 
houfe of Auftria to the Spanifh monarchy. This grand event occafioned) 
much terror in England, and the prices of the national funds.and pub- 
lic ftocks were fo deeply affected thereby, as to fink fo low as 50 per: 
cent, whereby great diftrefs enfued to many; and, on the other hand, 
it afforded great advantages to the monied men. Thereby alfo the cre- 
dit of the bank of England was much fhaken for a time. ; 
This year King William concluded a defenfive treaty with: King: 
Charles XII of Sweden, for 18 years: ftipulating, in fubftance, not to 
fhelter the rebellious fubjeéts of each other: to affift each other, when: 
attacked, with 6000 auxiliary foot foldiers: and that, neverthelels,. 
either party might lawfully carry on commerce with the country witha 
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which the other might be at war, and againft whom the faig 

forces may have been fent. , i : auri] 
17o1—There were two particular points in the aĝ for fete); 

Eaft-India trade, which proved extremely embarrafling, viz, ME the 

The leave given to all corporations (the bank of England 
to fubfcribe in their corporate capacity ; whereby the old ag l 
company got into the new one in the manner already related - a lndia 
infertion of the words, ‘ or any’, after the word <. all’, in the als Fe 
ing the king a power to incorporate the contributors into a joie 
company, which left room for fome of the contributors of the ; ock 
fociety (as proved actually the cafe) to decline coming into g 
joint-ftock company, and inftead thereof, to go on as feparate mia 
India. 

Both thofe difficulties might eafily have been prevented, efpecialy 
the firft, feeing an equivalent might have been afligned to the old com- 
pany for their forts, privileges, &c. and the feparate traders Might alfo 
have been bought off, they amounting only to L7,200 Principal, with 
their annual fund of L576 at 8 per cent, who chofe, by virtue of that 
ad, to trade folely and {feparately : whereby the capital ftock of the 
new corporation was in fact but Lr,992,800, and their annual fund but 
L159,424. Thefe feparate traders afterwards gave much trouble to the 
new company, till by a law of the next reign an end was put to them, 
and both companies confolidated into the prefent united company of 
merchants of England trading to the Eaft-Indies. 

This year the conteft between the two Eaft-India companies became 
exceedingly hot, it being about the time that a new parliament was to 
take place; and both companies ftrove to gain the court, as well as the 
new members of the houfe of commons, The {pirit of this time may 
in fome meafure be feen, by many warm pamphlets then publithed; 
fuch as, ‘ the Freeholders plea againft {tock-jobbing of elections of ee 
nen, quarto, 1701 ? * the Villainy of ftock-jobbers dete l, 

C. quarto, 1701; and many more. And at the two coffeehoules 
“hear the Royal exchange, which ftill retain the names of Garraway’s and 
Jonathan’s, affairs were in thofe pamphlets made fo important, as to be 
faid then to prepare and direct the greateft bufinefs of the nation. T 
two companies were’at this time reckoned to have no fewer than i 
thips at fea ; and great was the emulation at their public fales- e 
E emade the government fee the abfolute pees oe aot 
plied with, thoug! SELB Eons bya Coalition, which was at te Be 
, gh not formally concluded in King William’s reign: 

We may now fee, how great a pr fs the French council of com 
merce had made, in abou: E they Bpaule 1{fhment, in the 
‘aS ES gi a out one year after their eftabli a fe al 
difplay their great į coe eee Interefts of France. £00. vement 

Judgement, zeal, and diligence for the 1mpro 
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of their commerce and colonies, it will, at the fame time, afford us very 


7E 


pear interefting hints and notices, for putting us on our guard 
Sanit the growing commerce of fo active and enterprifing a people. 

‘ They juftly remark, that the commerce to Guinea has fo clofe a re- 

; lation to that of their Weft-India ifles, that the later cannot fubfift 
without the former: 

t a by Sta Ss HN deprived de competitors in traffic, of the 

ofl ae b nile cw irom us™, And we may put ourfelves into a 

» by their example, to draw profit in our turn from them ; 

and efpecially from the Englith. i 
_* That we may increafe thofe trades confiderably, feeing that nation,’ 
G. es England) “in their iflands, with lefs advantage than we, and in 

territories of lefs extent, as well as in much lefs time, have found: 
means to employ annually above 500 fail of fhips, whilft we fearcely 
employ 100 in the fame trade. 

“ Every one is fenfible of the benefits of navigation; and that the 
happinefs and glory of a {tate very much depend on it. No one is ig- 
norant, that the navigation of France owes all its increafe and fplen- 
dour to the commerce of its iflands, and that it cannot be kept up 
nor enlarged otherwife than by this commerce, whichis more bene- 
ficial than all’ others of the long voyages which are driven by the 
French ; becaufe carried on without the exportation of money, as well 
< as without the aid of foreign goods and manufactures; fo as none 
but the fubjects of France reap the profits of it F> 

Next follows a brief reprefentation of the prefent ftate of the French. 
American iflands, viz. 

“1. The fmallifland, with the terra firma, of Cayenne’ (on the coaft 
of Guiana) ‘ comes firft in view. Its coaft is about 60 leagues in ex- 
‘ tent; though not above 12 are inhabited: its foil is very good, and 
“ its fugars near equal to the white fugars of Brafil: it has not above 
¢ 600 white people, and about 2000 negroes; fo that this large tract of 
‘ land is almoft uninhabited. And being fituated nearly in the parallel 
< of the Moluccos, where the fine {pices grow, it is believed it might be 
< eafy to cultivate them there, and thereby fave the purchafing of them 
< from the Dutch: the rather, in that the Portuguefe on this fide of 
‘ the river of Amazons, in a fituation more diftant from the equinoctial 
< line, have cinnamon {f> eet ; 

‘2. Granada is about 25 leagues im circuit. Its white inhabitants 
“about 200, and negroes 600: produces fugar, excellent indigo, cotton, 


4 


a 


a 


* Meani 1 ray, cotton, and ginger land'will (oon be fufficient to fupply the affortments 
Soe SS 2 ae of linen-drapery for our Weft-Tndia iflands. A 
+ The great linen manufacture of France en- $ That cinnamon is a baftard kind, and worth. 
abled them-to make this semark. It is to be verylittle. 4 : 
hoped that the manufaGtures of Britain and Tre- 
: I 
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€ &c. Its foil is good; andthe colony might be confiderably 
“ed? E “meng, 

< 3, Martinique is the principal colony : about 6o leagues in œ.. 
* has a good foil, abounding in fugar and cacao, with fome e 
‘ton, &c. It had formerly 3500 men bearing arms, and i Spi Cot. 
‘ groes. It has three good harbours, fundry good roads for 4 none 
‘ and two {mall unwalled towns, with a good fort at Cul-de-fac_, Pping, 

< 4. Guadaloupe has a pretty good foil, producing fine fugar a a 
‘and ginger. It is not peopled; though it had formerly ; TA ton, 
‘ bearing arms, and 8000 negroes.’ . men 

‘ 5. Marigalante has a pretty good foil, which produces fy 
* cotton, and ginger. It was taken in the laft war by the E 
‘ afterwards abandoned it ; though it has not been able to re 
having but three or four fugar plantations as yet.’ 

‘ 6. Santa-Cruz had formerly 600 men bearing arms, and many f- 
gar plantations. Jt was abandoned lait war, becaufe difficult to be 
kept ; and its inhabitants tranfported to St. Domingo. Yet this is 4 
very good ifland, producing fugar, indigo, and cotton; has a good 
and fafe harbour, and a very good bafon for careening fhips,’ 

_* 7. The laft colony of St. Domingo, or Hifpaniola; about soo 
* leagues in circuit. The one half of it is poffefled by France, from 
‘ Cape François to the ifle of Vaches, and the Spaniards have the other 
‘ half. At Cape François there is a good port, goo men bearing arms, 
‘ and 2000 negroes. The diftri& of Leogane is confiderable: it is the 
* feat of the French governor and fovereign courts: it has 2000 men 
‘ bearing arms, and 15,000 negroes. Petit-guaves has a good port; 
‘ has 600 whites, and 2000 negroes. There are fome other ifles, as Les 
* Saintes, St. Martin, and St. Bartholomew ; but of very little import- 
* ance, and almoft uninhabited.’ 

After refletions on thofe iflands being badly conduéted by a com- 
pany, and of the felfifhnefs, &c. of exclufive companies in gener al, they 
add, “it is not the Canada company’s fault too, that that colony 1s not 
; entirely ruined. It is’ (fay they) ‘ a moft certain maxim, that 70- | 
; thing but competition and liberty in trade can render commerce bela 4 
; cial to the flate; and that all monopolies or traffic, appropriated ae 
F parie exclufive of others, are inconceivably burdenfome and pang 
BOCOR Next they condemn the ‘ Guinea company, 4S U 
; the price of negroes. And that, in time of war, (like the dog (aves 
Pee would neither carry negroes from Guinea P ae 
ways oe others o to do, being pofleffed of exclufive po 
y prizes, taken in the laft war from the Englith, < they 
iro France how ch and ufeful that commerce is. Wherefor u- 
A advife the abolition of all companies. Alfo to lower the duty rata 

gar, and permit French fhips to carry that commodity t° forelg 

I 


Sat, indigo, 
Dglith, who 
Cover itfelf, 
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: ports directly. About forty years ago’ (i. e. about the year 1661) ‘the 
French were little verfed in commerce and navigation: it was there- 
‘ for then thought neceflary to form companies, to engage them to 


713 


se 


* ftrike out tracks of commerce for the 
4 


king’s fubjects, which then were 
unknown to them. Yet fuch exclufive grants ought only to be for a 
limited number of years *,’ They go on to inveigh againft fuch 
exclufive grants; as, ‘ Ift, that to the port of Marfeille, for the 
‘ fole trade to the Levant; adly, the Eaft-India company ; ‘gdly, 
* the prohibiting of foreign raw filk to be carried: to Nifmes, Tours, + 
* Paris, &c. till it had paffed through Lyons ; thereby tending only to 

“make it dearer; 4thly, divers farms of certain merchandize in trade, 

< &c. deftructive to the freedom of commerce.’ 

In treating of France’s trade to Spain, we learn the vaft quantity of 
merchandize of all kinds then carried thither. Concerning which coun- 
try, they truely remark, ‘ that the Spaniards, who have within them- 
‘ felves wool, filk; oil, wine, with an excellent foil, producing many 
things proper for the fuftenance of life, and for the eftablifhment of 
noble manufactures, and are in no want of good ports, both in the 
Ocean and Mediterranean, do, neverthelefs, neglect all thofe advan- 
tages; whence it follows, that they ftand in need of the affiftance of 
all other nations, who thereby exhauft them of their gold and filver, 
and fetch away their raw materials for their own manufactures, as the 
€ raw filk of Valencia, Granada, Murcia, &c. to France ; the wool of 
Caftile, Arragon, Navarre, Leon, &c. to England, Holland, France, 
* and Italy, for the very manufactures with which they afterward fup- 
ply Spain. That in return for the French manufactures, . &c. fhipped 
for Cadiz, and thence in the galleons to Peru and Mexico, they have 
cochineal, indigo, Vigonia wool, hides, &c. and, in peaceable times, 
over and above, before the laft wars, they received in money a ba- 
lance of eighteen or twenty millions of livres, and by the flotas feven 
‘ or eight millions more. But for fome years paft, fince the Englifh, 
‘ Dutch, Hamburghers, and others, have imitated fome of our manu- 
< factures, it is certain that our returns’ (i. e. the balance in France’s 
favour) ‘ are reduce to a {mall matter. They wifh his Catholic ma- 
‘ jefty would lay afide entirely the Spanifh garb, and introduce French ; 
‘ fafhions, and abolifh the ufe of Englifh bays, fo much worn in his do- 7 
‘ minions both in Europe and America, &c. for the benefit of France.’ E 

In fpeaking of the French Levant trade, they fay, * that the Englifh 
€ carry on that trade to much more advantage than the French, their \er2 
< woollen cloths being better and cheaper. The Englifh alfo carry to wea 
< the Levant, lead, pewter, copperas, and logwood, which are goods 
‘ they are mafters of, together with a great deal of pepper; and, that 


c 


a 


A 
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# Several fuch are, however, in force in France to this day. <£. 
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= they may not drain their country of its gold and filver, the 
‘in dry fifth of their own catching, fugar of their own colds, fo take 
other goods of their own product, which they fell on the aS and 
¢ Portugal, Spain, and Italy, for pieces of eight, which the Coatts of 
< the Levant, to make up a ftock fufficient for purchafins ey 3 
< ward cargoes. Upon this plan, it would be more advantage home. 
‘ France to permit her ports on the Ocean to carry on this ET for 
‘ ly to the Levant, without being obliged, ever fince the year 16 aE 3 
« unload at Marfeille on their return, on the pretence of nae »9, to 
‘ their bringing in the plague, which has obliged them to relinguifh aoe 
‘ trade entirely. And by the edict of 1685, 20 per cent was laiq that 
« Levant merchandize imported, for preventing the weftern ee all 
« being fupplied therewith, as they before had been, from En rom 


. : 3 s gland 
< Holland. Thus Marfeille alone thrives in this commerce, houli 
‘its being a free port, by its nearer fituation to the Levant, and by Í 


‘ fettled correfpondence there, it would always have adv 
‘ over the ports of the Ocean; without the diftafteful a 
t exclufive trade? . 

< To this the deputy from Marfeille replied, 1ft, ‘ the towns on the 
t Ocean can neither in themfelves, nor in their neighbourhood, find 
‘ confumption for divers grofs merchandize which the Marfeille thips 
‘ are obliged to take in for making up their lading.  2dly, the duty of 
‘t 20 per cent was laid for preventing the Englifh and Dutch Levant 
‘goods from being run into France by the ports of Dunkirk and Rouen. 
‘ 3dly, Marfeille has within itfelf and the neighbouring provinces all 
t kinds of manufactures and affortments proper for the Levant trade, 


antages enough 
nd impolitically 


t 


nying moft of the allegations of Marfeille.’ And fo the difpute end- 
ed for that time. We have too much ground to lament the great in- 
creafe of France’s Levant commerce, and the decreafe of our Turkey 
company’s commerce fince that council’s memorial. 

This new board farther reprefented to the king’s council, (after de- 
claring, that it was in no derogation from nobility (¢ nobleffe’) * to be 
a wholefale merchant, though not a retailer; and that: gentlemen who 
are merchants fhould for the future in All Aflemblies precede other 
merchants) i that the appellation of merchant being too general ge 
extenfive f, it is neceflary to fettle a diftinG@ion ; and that thofe W. z 
_ trade by wholefale by fea or land be named negociants, and ar 

tailers only be called Merchants ; and no retailer to take the name 0 


A 

ly thofe whom we call noblemen, but alfo the ge all dealers 

enfe be now narrowed by this new diftinétion, compre a A 
; z 

> ©- B- marchand negociant, a merchant ; marchand drapiery 


a higgler of eggs, 


from the higheft to the lo 


woollene: 
„draper; marchand d'oeufs, 
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* ftiling themfelves merchants.’ 
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negociant under a pecuniary penalty, and a like penalty on mechanics 


That board farther propofed, ‘ to take off the duty of 50 {ols per 
ton from the fhipping of the northern crowns, in order to allure them 
to trade with France, on as advantageous a footing as the Dutch do, 
who had that duty remitted by the peace of Ryfwick. That the prin- 
cipal end for laying on that duty, was to confine the coafting naviga- 
tion to French fhipping alone, which had before been wholely carried 
on by foreign bottoms, much to the prejudice of France. But as it 
alfo affected the voyages of the Englifh and Dutch to France, thofe 
two nations were obliged to lay a like duty on French fhips coming 
into their ports. 
< It was very provident in the Dutch to obtain the remiffion of that 
duty, feeing by the French cuftom-houfe books it appeared that the: 
Dutch had pofleffion of almoft all the commerce from France to 
thofe northern nations : that duty, before the Dutch were exempted, 
yielding 700,000 livres yearly, but now only 100,000. That the mo- 
derate duties in Holland give the Dutch confiderable advantages, as 
does alfo their good hufbandry in their navigation, fcarcely imitable 
by any other nation. -Thereby do they retain navigation and trade 
to themfelves, and get into their hands the effects of other nations 
felling them again to great profit. By fuch methods they have made 
their provinces the ftorehoufe of Europe, from whence other nations 
are obliged to furnifh themfelves. In brief, the Dutch having thus 


“made themfelves mafters of the inland trade of France, by the help 


of the refugees, and by commiffions from the new converts *, and 
the factors they have in all our ports, they there fell goods cheaper 
than even the wholefale merchants of France can do, and are enabled 
to fupply the French retailers as well as the northern nations, with af- 
fortments of goods. So that while this is the cafe, no wholefale bufi- 
nefs can be managed by the French, nor any great commerce car- 
ried on direétly between the French and the northern nations. 

‘ For all which reafons this board propofes to fupprefs the duty of 
50 fols per ton. _ E 

‘ Or elfe to prevent the entrance into France of all commodities of 
the north, which fhall have been before landed in any other country, 
and fhall not be brought hither direétly from the place of their growth 
or manufacture. To this the deputies from Nantes replied, that the 
Dutch trade to the Baltic was fo well fettled, that they will ever go- 
vern the prices of all merchandize going to, or coming from, the 
north. Becaufe, carrying thither their own manufactures and mer- 
chandize, and efpecially their fpices, of which the northern people 


ž The proteftants of France who profé/s the.catholic religion, 
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‘ are very fond, they can afford to take off the corn, ti 
< per, flax, hemp, &c. of the north at high rates, and 
< nerally cheaper at Amfterdam than in the places the Were h 
< from, becaufe of the great gains they (the Amfterdam £ rou 
‘ bythe affortments they carry to the north. And the D rs) m 
‘ merce to Portugal is likewife on the fame footing. For the 


s 


A 


É i -i er 
te < growth. and manufacture, without being firt landed 10 any oth 


ilance. 5 ities are) tha 7 
Jur les monoyes Francoifes. E See Le Blanc moftof the French commoditie ) arkete 4 


mber, iron 
yet they A 


ake 


utch com- 
: z : fe and fi 
reafons,’ faid the Nantois, ‘ we fear we cannot depend on bei uch 
gularly fupplied with every thing direétly from the north, The De a 
moreover, take off very great quantities of our wines and bra i 
which they brew, mix, and fit, to the tafte of the northern les, 
Thefe reflections apply not only to Holland, but alfo to Frais 
which city is likewife a ftaple or ftorehoufe for all the trade of me 
north, and is ufually very helpful to us in taking off our commodities 
and in fupplying us with what we want. Another powerful reafon 
is, the frequent alteration of our coin, which abfolutely prevents fo- 
reigners from fending us their fhips and merchandize *.’ 

The other deputies replied, ‘ that it was plain, thofe of Nantes own: 
ed the evils which the board complained of, particularly that the re: 
tailers in France carry-on a difadvantageous trade with the Dutch; 
and that it is certainly more fure and more profitable for us to fell 
our goods at home, than to carry them’to the northern people to fell. 
In the firft cafe, it is we who give the law ; in the other, we receive 
it. No merchant is ignorant of the effects of this difference, the one 
being ever profitable, the other very uncertain and often very perni- 
cious, and the common fource of bankruptcies.” They add a little 
further : ‘ we have heretofore feen 5000 foreign {hips come into the 
kingdom to take them off, but our being deprived of trade with the 
: Englifh, and our duty of 50 fols per ton, have interrupted this ore 
i commerce.’ In farther anfwer to thofe of Nantes, the council 3 
"allows, that corn and other commodities of the north are fold ee: 

m Holland than in the places from whence they are fetched. ‘ For,” . 
fay they, “ this never happens, but when the quantities import a 
> Helend are fo large that they exceed the confumption Or BE 
> toom ann this therefor,’ fay they, ‘ there is nothing extraorai a 
‘ being the cafe everywhere elfe. As they plead only for hae 
northern goods brought imlalone, and directly from the places of £ 


a 


_ country, they cannot believe that the Datch will, on France's mA E 
ing fuch -a regulation, fuffér above 4000 fhips, which hee 


j T f 
* The blind polic .* eek. Boana D 
> y of altering the’ national f fi ; f the carrying 5 apply 

currency has often b : 1 enfible of the value o : ments aP 

ee 7 a Bete ruinous to France, which mult be acknowleged that their argu? id fuch 


u to other-nations to 


A = g (an 
againtt it with the friGelt vi guard with greater force to perifhable goo n to thofe 


. 5 3 foram 
‘hi 2 3 wh 2 eafonable time 
t This new board of trade were not {ufficiently ER i ae 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


í 


< 


“6 


¢ 


* there is no avoiding the ufe of entreports,’ (i. €. middle-way or half- ‘ 
way ports) ‘ for the trade of Marfeille *.’ i 
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meafure to make Antwerp in former times the general magazine of Torona A. ; 
$ =- 
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“ merchandize diredtly 


urged, ‘ that the voyage from Dantzic 


# “a 
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e northern nations, to lie rotting in their ports: TY 
e employed, will let them fetch the northern i 
from thence into the ports of France, as now nss : 


between France and th 
but rather than not b 


propofed.’ r = 
Befides the faid objeGions of the deputy of Nantes, he of Marfeille 

_ that k, or even from Copenhagen, to 
Marfeille, is too long for a fhip to go and come with certainty in one 
feafon, confidering the ice and the long nights: and that therefor 7 


The deputy from Bayonne objected, &that their commerce with their 
neighbours of Spain could not be continued in competition with the 
Dutch, had they not the liberty of fupplying themfelves from entre- 
ports at feafonable times, as they have occafion, with wax, cacao. 
nuts, &c.’ rey j 
The deputy of Nantes, inter alia, farther replied, “ that it was to be 
feared this novelty may confirm the Englifh in their obftinacy of con- 
timuing their high exclufive duties on French goods; and that while 
that commerce fubfifted with England,’ (for at this time the near ap- 
roach of a war interrupted it), ‘ we conftantly furnifhed them with ae 
the merchandize of France, to the value of many millions more than 
we confumed of theirs. He alfo farther urged againft this propofed 
regulation the confideration, that the produétions of France are al- 
moft all perifhable, and that therefor we cannot be too circumfpeé in 
cultivating a good underftanding with foreign nations, which furely is 
not to be done by prefcribing laws to them.’ 
The board juftly inveigh againft the practice of their grand monarch, ; 
of granting monopolies or farms to particular perfons, to be the fole 
venders of certain commodities, as being moft ruinous to trade. . 
‘ As, I) lead from England, which fupplied their own wants, and. E 
with which France alfo fupplied Spain, Portugal, Italy, Switzerland, f 
the Levant, and the French Weft-Indies, granted folely, as to fhot, 
to one perfon. ae ae E 
‘ TI) The fole making, furnifhing, and diftributing, of faltpetre and = FA 
gunpowder. iy EE E. . 
‘ TIL) Other monopolifts for provifions, &c. ‘Thefe m 


ET waa 


& 


bd 7 
w 


that it is for the good of the ftate to: fupprefs them all: and to lay eae: Bega 


monopolies.’ E. 


* The dread of a Jong voyage from the north to the fouth parts of Europe cont te 


A 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiativ es 


e ; a. Ss Eod om £ a j 


“718 A Di mor 


Thus this otherwife-fagacious monarch, for the fake of ate 
fum advanced by the monopolifts and farmers, occafione Als 
hurt to many thoufands of families, and the real lofs of = deredible 
merce to his kingdom: which practice he neverthelefg continued 
end of his life. The remainder of the memorial relates to the to th 
tion of their coin, and reducing the proportion of filver to regul; 
‘the fame ftandard as in England and Holland : < whereas in 
‘ approaches too near to that in Spain; which country, bei 
of filver, does not trouble itfelf to ufe any arts to C 
thither ; befides that the Spaniards are always our debtors on is in 
< of the trade to the Weft-Indies.? ount 
The proportions are, 

‘T) In England and Holland, 1473 5 or near 15 marks of filyey bie 
‘ a mark of gold. 

‘ II) In Spain, 16% ditto. 

< Ii) In France, 15+45,, or very near 15+.” 

Againft raifing the nominal value of their filver coin higher than ig 
‘contained in its intrinfic quantity of pure bullion, this board’s reafon- 


€ 


gold to 


< 


draw. our 
c ou a 
y lr co 


~ ings correfponded exactly with thofe of our great Locke about feven 


years before. Upon the whole, their reprefentations to the royal cow- 
cil are {o full of hiftorical matter, not only for the commerce of France, 
but of England, Holland, Spain, Portugal, &c. that we could not ex- 
cufe ourfelves from giving a complete, though compendious, account of 
fo ufeful and entertaining a fubjećt. 

We hall here only farther remark, that, had the French afterwards 
ftrictly purfued all that is therein fo judicioufly laid down, they might 
have been much more confiderable in commerce than they are even 
now. But to this very day they have continued many monopolies and 
exclufive grants, which the other commercial countries of Europe have 
no reafon to find fault with; and their court has alfo frequently, and 
fometimes fhamefully, varied and enhanced the nominal value of their 
coin beyond its intrinfic value, to ferve temporary expedients, though. 
to the general prejudice of their people. 


On thex2th of June 1701 was pafied the ever-memorable aĉ of the 
Englith parliament {12 Gul. II, = 2] for the farther limitation of the 


‘crown, an tter fecuring the rights and liberties of the fubjets: p a 
by the proteftant fucceffion in the illuftrious houfe of Hanover, ROW 
the throne, w ; 


as moft happily eftablithed. ing 

On the 16th of e [N. S.] ve this fame year, 1701; on 
James II died at St. Germain in France; and thereupon the te 
king having declared his fon king of the Britifh realms, Lord Mano í 
ter, the Englifh ambaflador, was inftantly recalled from Francey * 
French ambaflador was ordered forthwith to depart the realm. 
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fides therefor prepared for war, tho idee aba 
King Wile eee l ugh not formally declared till after ; 

The great ele€tor of Brandenburgh and duke of Pruffia (Frederick 
William) for his fervices and attachment to the common i iterefts of 
the German empire, and of the grand alliance juft formed agaiMi France, 
the common enemy of the liberties of Europe, was, by the intereft of 
his kinfman King William of England, recognized by moft of the princes’ 
and ftates in Europe as king of Pruffia in this year 1701 ; his large do- 
minions and revenues very well fuiting the high dignity he now af — 
fumed. oe 

From a monthly Political ftate of Great Britain for November 1721, 
we have the value of all the merchandize imported from, and exported 
to, the following countries of the north, from michaelmas 1697, after 
the peace of Ry{wick, to chriftmas 1701, being yearly upon an average- 
as follows, viz. l 


Imported from Exported to Annual lofs. 


Denmark and Norway, 176,215 139,543 136,672 
Eaft country, 181,296 149,893 31,403 
Rufa, 112,252 58,884 53,308. 
Sweden, 212,094 57:555 154539 
Total annual lofs to England on an average, L275,982 #5 


On the 7th of September 1701, the grand alliance of the emperor 
Leopold, William king of Great Britain, and the ftates-general of the 
United Netherlands, was concluded againft France, for recovering the 
Spanifh monarchy to the houfe of Auftria, and for the fecurity of Eng- 
land and Holland, and of the Hanover fucceffion to the crown of Great 
Britain, as well as for a fafe barrier to the United Netherlands: and. 
thus all things were prepared for war prior to the death of King Wil- 
liam +. ae ad 

1702.—King William died on the 8th of March (new ftile) 1702, and: 


* This account will in fome meafure be con- Veffels. Tons. Men. 
firmed by comparing it with another from the fame Hull, - 115 71564 187 
author in the year 1716. Whitby, - rro 8,292 TE P 
+ From the returns to the circular letters of the Liverpool, - 102 Suen = DIOL Ai 
commiffioners of the cufloms it appears, that in Scarburgh, - 100 , 606. 


January 1701-2 there belonged to all the ports of 
England 3281 veffels, meafuring (or rather efti- 
mated at) 261,222, tons, and carrying 27,196 men 
and: 5660 guns. Of thefe there belonged to 

J 


None of the other ports had 100 veffels ; but 
Newcaftle had 63 velfels meafuring 11,000 tons, 
and Ipfwich had 39 meafuring 11,170, being on 
an average 271 tons, if, indeed, there be no mif- 


Veffels. Tons. Men. ‘take inthe number. Of the Hull veffels So were 
London, - 560 84,882 10,065, at this time laid up, which accounts for the {mall 
Briftol, - 165 17,338 2,359 number of men in that port. It is worth while to- 
Yarmouth, - 143 9,914 668 obferve that the //bing town of Yarmouth was the 
Exeter,  - 121 7107 978 third in England in the number of veffels- M. 
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was fucceeded by his fifter-in-law Anne, the daughter of Toa . 
king. dicateg 
D’Avenant [in his Efay on loans, 1700] obferves, that, < yw} 
‘ the revolution the parliament fell moft willingly into ne AEN y 
‘ thing the enemy, by efpoufing King James’s intereft, ma ah ae 
ly neceflary, the fir& branch of our expenfe was carried on lolute. 
common road of levying taxes, and the money required fo M the 
year’s expenfe was raifed and paid within the year. 
rich, trade prodigioufly great, paper-credit ran high 
fmiths in Lombard ftreet, &c. commanded immenfe fums. 
pations were indeed in practice ; they had been fo of old ; and bo. 
rowing claufes were added to the bills of aid; but thefe late J ey 
few months: the money came in of courfe, and they were paid offs, 
their turn. Land-taxes, polls, additional duties of cuftoms, Bly 
and the like, were the ways and means by which thefe things were 
done. ‘The year generally fupported its own demands. All the loans 
were fuppofed to be temporary, and to end with the colle@ion,’ 
Happy had it been for pofterity had minifters gone on to King Wil- 
liam’s death in the manner thus defcribed in the former part of his 
reign; or had Queen. Anne’s minifters refolutely determined that King 
William’s debt, which was above fourteen millions, fhould on no pre- 
tence be increafed, the nation could with great eafe have born fo mo- 
derate a burden. But the minifters of every fucceeding reign going on 
to accumulate the public burdens, is truely a very fad profpeét, and moft 
grievouily affects the commerce, manufactures, and navigation, of the 
nation, and alfo the landed intereft ; which melancholy. confideration 
wall, we hope, fufficiently juftify our prefent brief animadverfion there- 


. 3) s 
e his way to univerfal monarchy. That f0 ‘cae 
rve the treaty of Ry{wick, that Bee 


the 

e allies afl ‘ticularly to Tun 

commerce of the Dutch ; fince tha cep, and partı before 

7 began manifeftly to encroach on their trade, which is the 

of their ftate, by openly refufing the tarif promifed by that trea y t 
This year an attempt was made by the Englifh from Carolina 38 

St. Auguftine, 5 


l t00 
the capital of Spanith Florida; but though they t00: 


> 
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and held the town for a whole month, they were not able to take the 
caftle for want of mortars (which they ought to have duely confidered 
beforehand); they were therefor forced to withdraw on the arrival of 
two Spanifh men of war, and to abandon their fhips, ammunition, &c. 
to the enemy. r 

_ The land-proprietors of Eaft and Weft New-Jerfey in Englifh Ame- 
rica, who had purchafed of the firft proprietors, not readily finding pur- 
chafers of under-fhares thereof, and being likewife at variance amongit 
themfelves, they agreed to furrender into Queen Anne’s hands both the 
charters for thofe two governments, referving their particular rights and 
properties of the lands and fettlements therein ; whereupon the queen 
confolidated the two provinces into one, and appointed Lord Cornbury 
to be the firft royal governor. This colony of New-Jerfey has fince 
profpered very well, and has been extremely ufeful in fupplying our fu- 
gar colonies with provifions, lumber, &c. Its two beft towns are Bur- 
lington and Elizabeth-town ; but that of Perth-Amboy is reckoned to 
have the beft harbour, and to be moft commodious in point of fitua- 
tion. 

We have feen under the preceding year the indifpenfable neceflity 
there was for uniting the old and the new Englifh Eaft-India compa- 
nies, even if it had been for no other reafon but for the fake of the 
public tranquillity. This coalition was made on the 22d of July 1702, 
by an indenture tripartite between the queen and the two companies, 
in fubftance as follows, viz. ` 


Stock. 
The old company, being poffefled (in the late fubfcription) 
of 5 - - - - - 1L315,000 
And the new company of - - - 1,662,000 
And the feparate traders (now difcovered to amount to the 
fum) of - - - - - 23,000 
Making in all the fubfcription for - - L2,000,000 


T) It was now agreed by both companies, that the old company fhould 
purchafe of the new one at par L673,500 of their ftock, whereby their 


whole ftock will be - - - - 1L988,500 
Leaving the like fum for the new company, viz. - 983,500 
And the feparate traders, as above, have - - 23,000 
L2,000,000 


II) That the whole trade to India fhould be carried on for the faid 
two united ftocks for feven years, for the benefit of all the members of 
the new or Englifh company ; the faid old company to havea right and 

Vox. II. 4Y 
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power, equal to all the reft of the members, in the management of the 
trade during the faid feven years, but to keep their ftock in their poli. 
tic or corporate capacity for the faid term, without transferring jt ei 
their particular members. ; 

III) The old company’s dead ftock (viz. forts, factories, buildings, 
&c.) being valued at L330,000, and that of the new company but at 
L70,000, the new one {hall therefor pay L130,000 to the old one, to 
make up L200,000 for their moiety of the whole dead ftock, being 
now L400,000, intended to be a new additional ftock on the joint bot. 
tom. ; 

IV) But the old company, during the faid feven years, fhall have the 
ufe of their dead ftock at home, (i. e. their office and warehoufes in 
Leadenhall ftreet, &c.) which fhall then go to the united one, compre- 
hending the proprietors of both companies. ; 

V) During the faid feven years (from the date hereof) each com- 
pany fhall hold their diftiné courts * ; fhall have diftinét courts of di- 
rectors: may raife money two ways, viz. either for their refpedtive 
moieties of the united trade, or to tranfact their own feparate affairs, 
(fuch as paying their own feparate debts, &c.); but debts contracted 
for the joint trade fhall be difcharged out of the united company’s 
ftock. 

VI and WII) Both companies fhall forthwith bring home their fepa- 
rate eftate, dividing the fame amongft their refpective members ; after 
which, neither company fhall fend out any fhips, goods, &c. on their fe- 
parate account, but all {hall be on the joint account, by fuch orders as 
fhall be made by the general courts of both companies, in the name of 
the Englifh company trading to the Eaft-Indies, by direction of twelve 
directors out of each company, fubordinate to both the general courts. 

~ Will and IX) Both companies fhall bear an equal proportion of the 
united trade, and the members of each may transfer their nominal 
ftocks in the books of their refpective company, but fo as the old com- 
pany fhall keep their moiety of ftock entire in their corporate capacity 
for the faid feven years. 


X) Both companies covenant with her majefty that the joint account 
fhall export annually to India, of the growth, product, or manufadture, 
of England, “at leait one tenth part of the whole fam they fhall trade 


for ; an account whereof fhall be annually delivered to the privy coun- 
from all former covenants, falt- 


cil; hereby releafing both companies 
petre excepted: of which merchandize they fhall be obliged to deliver 
to the office of ordnance 494+ tons, at L45 per ton in time of peace, 


and at L53 in time of war ; the retraction thereof fettled at 15 pet 
cent. 


: XT) The queen agrees to take the company’s fealed bonds for all 


* The new company’s office was at Skinners hall on Dowgate hill. 4. ` 
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rchandize, the 15 per cent on 


723. 


muflins only 


é 


the cuftoms on their me 
excepted. 


‘ XMI, XIV, XV, a ; 
rade tR pe e) pa to be tranfaéted in the joint 
and free merchants, or other corporations Hema eae oy Soe 

ts, , the bank of En c- 
ne oe be licenced to trade for themfelves ae, 
‘X 
es saa des ae grants that the general courts of both compa- 
: iub-managers fhall have the fole government of thei 
orts: may coin foreign money in India; and the old c = 
Convey ito the new one Bombay and St. Helena. eee tw 

XVII, XIX, XX) The old company, at or near the expiration of 
the faid {even years, fhall transfer into the new company Te es 
of the joint ftock to their refpective members. And fhall alfo (ie 
time before the expiration, affign to her majefty all the debts he to 
them; which debts fhe engages to re-affign, in ten days after, to truf- 
hee oe the old company’s debts, and afterwards for the 

J ir members. And they alfo covenant to refign their 
charter, in two months after the expiration of the faid feven years 
Into the queen’s hands: whereupon the new company {hall thence- 
forward be called Lhe united company of merchants of England trad- 
ing to the Ea/f-Indies ; whofe affairs fhall thenceforth be conduéted 
‘< by their own fole directors, agreeable to their charter of the roth of 
King William. And laftly, the queen. promifes that this indenture 
fhall be conftrued in the moft favourable fenfe for the advantage of 
< both companies *. 

Thus a prudent {top was put to much contention. 

Upon advice received by General Coddrington, governor of the Lee- 


in. the company’s 


~ 


a 


a 


‘ward iflands, that war was declared by England againft France, he at- 


tacked the French part of the ifland of St. Chriftophers, and reduced it 
with=very little trouble ; ever fince which time that fine ifland has been 
folely poffefled by Great Britain. ; 
Poffibly the origin of the prefent great production of the fine rice of 
South-Carolina might have happened about this time. What the ano- 
nymous author of the Importanceiof the Britifh plantations in America 
(London 1701) has faid thereon is well worth recording, though he has _ 
not given us the exact year of its origin. Itisa feafonable leffon for 
men never to defpair of many more new productions in our colonies, 
and is therefor fubmitted to the honourable fociety tor the encourage- 
ment of arts, manufactures, and commerce. « A brigantine (lay 
author) ‘ from the ifle of Madagafcar happened to put 1n at Cang a 
« having a little feed-rice left, which the captain gave to a gentieman 


* The remaining articles are merely temporary- xo 
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«€ of the name of Woodward. From part of this he had a very goog 
© crop, but was ignorant for fome years how to clean it. It was foon 
© difperfed over the province, and by frequent experiments and obfer- 
vations they found out ways of producing and manufaduring it to fo 
« great perfection, that it is thought to exceed any other 1n value. The 
« writer of this hath feen the faid captain 1m Carolina, where he recejy- 
« ed a handfome gratuity from the gentlemen of that country, in ac- 
t knowlegement of the fervice he had done the province. It is like- 
‘ wife reported, that Mr. Dubois, then treafurer of the Eaft-India com- 
‘ pany, did fend to that country a {mall bag of feed-rice fome fhort 
< time after, from whence it is reafonable enough to fuppofe might 
© come thofe two forts of that commodity; the one called red rice, in. 
< contradiftin@ion to the white, from the rednefs of the inner hufk or 
« sind of this fort, although they both clean and become white alike,’ 
Before this important new production, Carolina was not a little 
puzzled to fupply the mother-country with merchandize fufficient to: 
pay for all the neceflaries conftantly wanted from England. That fine 
grain, we fhall fee, has fince been exported in immenfe quantities, as 
have alfo been the pitch, tar, turpentine, &c. of Carolina, in no incon- 
fiderable quantities and value. g 
_  1703.—The neceflity which all maritime trading nations lie under 
of being fupplied with naval ftores, and more efpecially. England’s very 
great need thereof, as well for the royal navy as for her numerous mer- 
cantile fhipping, has often put it in the power of the northern crowns. 


a 


to diftrefs fuch nations as had none of their own. This eminently ap- 


peared in the year 1703 from the tar company: of Sweden, who abfo- 
jutely refufed to let the Englifh nation have any pitch or tar, although 
ready money was always paid for it, unlefs England would permit it all 


to be brought in Swedifh fhipping, and at their own price, and likewife’ 


only in fuch quantities as that company fhould pleafe to permit. This. 
difappointment (as the late ingenious Mr. Gee likewife obferves in his 
Trade and navigation of Great Britain confidered, p. 82) “ put the govern- 
* ment and parliament on the method of allowing bounties for raifing 
; pitch, tar, hemp, flax, and fhip-timber, in our own North-American 

; colonies; as particularly in Carolina, (the fouthernmoft parts of which 
_* lying near the latitude of Lower Egypt, and the northernmoft nearly 

* in thofe of Ancona and Bologna in Italy, in which parts the beft hemp 


‘ and flax grow).’ The firft ftatute of this kind was the act for encou- — 


raging the importation of naval ftores from her majefty’s plantations in 
ene judicioufly fetting forth, ‘ that as, under God, the wealth, 
fafety, and ftrength, of the kingdom, fo much depend on the royal 
nay and navigation thereof, and that the ftores neceflary for the fame 
i being hitherto brought in chiefly from foreign parts and by foreign 
fhipping, at exorbitant and arbitrary rates, which might be provided 


`~ 
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in a more certain and beneficial manner from her maiefty’s olan 

tions in America, where the vaft traéts of land lying nee. the F 
on navigable rivers may commodioufly afford great quantities of all 
forts of naval ftores, by due encouragement, which may likewife tend 
to the farther employment and increafe of Englifh fhipping and fed- 
men, and alfo of the trade and vent of the woollen and other manu- 
factures and produét in éxchange for fuch naval ftores, now purchafed 
of foreign countries for ready money : it was therefor now enaGted, 
that whoever fhall (in fhips and with failors qualified as by the aéts of 
navigation) import from the Englifh plantations in America the un- 
der-named naval ftores, fhall be entitled to the following bounties, viz.- 


Nn aw 


a 


aona nan ageya aA 


For good and merchantable tar and pitch, per ton of 8 bar- 


“ rels, TR - - - - L4 o o 
; rofin or turpentine, per ton, BR Oo) 
s hemp, water-rotted, bright and clean, per ton of 20 
` © cw. - = z 5 a = 6 o o 
© For all mafts, yards, and bowfprits, per ton, of 4o feet each 

< ton, - =- = = = EA SIPOS o4 


< x, Provifo, that for the particular benefit of the royal navy, the pre- 
emption or refufal of the {faid naval ftores fhall be tendered to the com- 
© miffioners of her majefty’s navy upon landing the fame ; and if with- 
«jin twenty days the navy board fhall not bargain for the fame, then the 
< proprietors may difpofe of them to their beft advantage. 

¢ 2. That none within: the colonies of New-Hamphhire, Maflachufet’s 
“ bay, Rhode-ifland, and Providence-plantation,. the Narraganfet-coun~ 
“try or King’s-province,.and Connecticut in New-England ;.and in NEW: 
© York, and New-Jerfey, fhall prefume to cut, fell, or deftroy, any pity 
< pine trees, or tar trees, not being within any inclofure, under the 


© srowth of twelve inches diameter, at three feet from the earth, on for- 


ilfully fet fire to: 
feiture of Ls for each offence. Nor, 3dly, fhall wil oe ae 


$ : $ a 

any wood or foreft,. in which are any fuch me re 

« pitch or tar, without firft. oe to the ; 
i l : r of Lio. 

« magiftrate, under the penalty 0 7 p” 

: This to be in force for nine years, from the 14 of January, 1705; 


ile.’ , 4, Aun. c. 10.) 2 
gadne Pace of this feafonable law ae pona Te pr 
the colonies, at this time import into a a ai 
chantable pitch and tar, fit for moft ufesin the and wich ee 


fes, fo as to ren 
time be probably broughtto Torve fo ecole articles. Oflate al- 


: ton Sweden for tho i e immenfe 
z menio and flax are raifed in our colonies, Hee ee. OMT, 
quemuties of excellent lands proper for railing tho 


a 


a 
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Gee Sasot opinion, that Ruflia exported annually to Britain and other 
nations hemp and flax to the value of one million fterling. How noble, 
how rational, a profpedt is this, of faving great fums annually paid to fo- 
reign nations, who are frequently, too, in a very oppofite intereft to 
Great Britain. s ; 

Upon this occafion there were computations laid before the govern- 
ment of the following quantities of foreign pitch and tar, annually con- 
fumed in Europe, viz. 


By Britain and Ireland, annually about - - 1000 lafts 

By Holland, as well for their home ufe, as for what they ; 
export to Spain, Portugal, and up the Mediterranean, 4000 

By France, - - - - - z nya 500 

By Hamburgh, Lubeck, and other German ports, - 500 


3: In all, 6ooo lafts 
Of which four fifth parts confifted of tar, and one fifth of pitch *. 


: By the act 8 Ann, c. 13, §. 30, the queen was empowered to apply 
Lio 000, out of the fupplies granted in that feffion of parliament, for 
the fubfiftence and employment of a number of {kilful people, and for 
furnifhing fit utenfils and materials for effectually carrying on the good 
and profitable defigns of raifing fuch naval ftores from the growths and 
products of the faid plantations. i 

By another act, 9 dun, c. 17, a penalty of Lroo was infli&ted on any 
perfon cutting down white, or other, pine trees, (not private property) 
in thofe plantations, of twenty-four inches diameter, or upwards, twelve 
inches from the earth. And the queen’s furveyor-general of her woods 


in America was directed to mark all fuch trees as are fit for the navy 


royal with a broad arrow, for the ufe of the public.’ 


By another act, 12 Ann, c. 9, the above aét was renewed, and the like 
bounties are allowed for naval ftores brought.from Scotland, though to 
little or no benefit hitherto ; though it be true, as the ftatute remarks, 
that there is in feveral parts of Scotland great ftore of pine and fir trees, 
fit for matts, and for making pitch, tar, rofin, and other naval ftores. 
But the act itfelf affigns the true reafon, why they cannot be eafily or 
cheaply brought to England, viz. becaufe the lands and woods which 
may yield fuch naval ftores are moftly in parts mountainous and remote 
from navigable rivers. This the York-buildings company experienced 
to their coft fome years after this time, the.timber they felled in fome 
ef thofe woods at a great expenfe, being left to rae on the ground, the 


carriage of it to the neareft places of navigation being found imprac- 


* Tar and pitch are produced in Norw in Swi ity is brought; 
and alfo in Rufa, iene it is e ete , Whence the greateft quantity is brought; 


- CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


may 


. forthe Archangel market, their provifions at Peterfburgh would come 


ticable*; which will probab] 
withftanding the bounie: allo red by tha Ge oon 


be reafonably granted, wed by that aé, or any larger bount 


i a czar of Ruffia, Peter the Grea 
the fine province ivoni ja, å ; 
E a a of Livonia, Ingria, and C 
project tor opening a free communication b 
fea: his great genius had difcovered, that t 
the river Neva, at the head of the Findlan 
as to prove to Ruffia of equal benefit for 


not- 
1€s to 


A ; ined to erect anew metropolis and. 
€mporium at the mouth of the Neva, from whence he might awe his 


enemies of the north, and open a naval communication with the reft of 
Europe, by a much fhorter and fafer courfe than from Archangel. He 
confidered alfo, that by erecting a royal city and port there, though in 
the 6oth degree of latitude, he fhould acquire a greater influence, by 
means of his navy, both in the Baltic, and even in the Northern and 
German oceans. He therefor brought thither labourers and artificers 
from all parts of his vaft empire; many. thoufands of whom. are faid to 
have perifhed through cold, hunger, and diftempers, in that damp place, 
which gave him little concern. Yet, in the end, he furmounted all ob- 
ftacles; and having, by his defpotic fway, obliged his nobility, mer- 
chants, artizans, &c. to erect and inhabit houfes in this new city; and, 
encouraging many feafaring people and others from Livonia and other 
parts, to fettle in it, he gave it the name of St. Peterfburgh; and it 
very foon became a large and populous city. It was objected by tie 
people of Wologda, a city in 59 degrees of latitude, that, fhould their 
handicrafts be removed from that city, where three German merchants 
alone employed upwards of 25,000 perfons in dreffing hemp and flax 


much dearer, and fo they fhould lofe their trade; yet the czar over- 
ruled even this point. : 
Mr. De Dieu, the Dutch refident with the czar in the year 720 
quaints his principals, that Peterfburgh eer ee cont ae geen 
i ible to be effected im 
00,000 fouls; a thing fearcely credib z9 RA 
ne and much more refembling the power of ee ee re 
monarchs than any modern potentate. There he efta gee tee 
salty, his mathematical {chools, his royal SS a Cae 
His docks, powder-mills, paper-mills, &c. are a a Bea oro ae 
there is a good town built, and a h e ene bie A 
iths, id new city of St. Feter ; 
fmiths, &c. At the faid y 


i can walk ;.to fay; 
? Surely boards can be carried wherever a man c: 4 


it into boards , floods. AZ 
Scone ey cee a eet even by the fmalleft flreams when inset by 


nothing of the facility of floating them, 
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blifhed manufactories of woollen, linen, &c. and every ufeful art for the 


improvement of the trade and navigation, as well as the general know- 


3 hi le, obliging them alfo to fend their children thither 
lege, , of : cee aa confequence of thefe vaft {chemes, and of his pof- 


fefling the fine port of Revel in Livonia, we have, fince the building of 
y te] 


Peteríburgh, feen the new {pectacle of a Ruffian rae triumphant in the 
Baltic fea, obliging the fleets of their opponents there, to fhelter them- 
{elves under the cannon of their fortrefles. By en of this new 
city the port of Archangel in the White Ea Ne x ac Pee there 
aufually reforted yearly 100 or more fhips, Englifh, Dutch, ee Ham- 
burghers, &c. is confiderably declined in its commerce, its former cuf- 
toms having by fome been reckoned to amount to L100,000 fterling, 
annually : Riga alfo, and Narva, will probably be more and more im- 
paired in their commerce, if Peterfburgh continues to flourifh, as the 
later is {fo commodioully fituated for the tranfportation of Ruffian mer- 
chandize, by the river Neva, and the great lakes Ladoga and Onega, as 
well as by land carriage, to and from the interior parts of the Ruffian 
empire ; from whence, and from Livonia, &c. that city is well fupplied 
swith whatever it has need of. The watery fituation of Peterfburgh, and 
the overflowings of the Neva, are the principal inconveniencies attend- 
ing it. ; 

Peter alfo ordered acanal to be made between the river Woronitz 
and another fmall one falling into the great river Volga, whereby a com- 
munication was to be opened between the later and the river Don, the 
one falling into. the Cafpian, and ithe other into the Black fea, under the 
direétion of Captain John Perry, an Englifhman, who likewife, by that 
great prince’s order, had partly executed a much greater work, being a 
grand canal between the Volga and the Don, nearer the mouths of thofe 
two huge rivers; but the taking ef Afoph from him by the Turks put 
a {top to that vaft defign. 

The almoft unparalleled tempeft, which happened in November 1703, 
more efpecially round the fouthern coafts of Great Britain, was un- 
doubtedly a great calamity, by the lofs of many fine Englifh {hips of war, 
and a great number of merchant fhips with their valuable cargoes, as 
well as of many lives; and was doubtlefs fome obftruction to the in- 
creafe of the nation’s wealth: neverthelefs it appears by D’Avenant’s * 
report to the commiffioners of accounts in the year 1712, that the ex- 
ports of England in this fame year, to all parts of the world, amounted 


to Ló 644,103 of which there was exported to Holland alone L2,41 7:890; 
being above one third of the whole +. : 


* D’Avenant was then infpector-general of the 


cuiloms. 4. lion exported, ought not to be included in the ex- 


i 7 ports, to {well the total of a favourable balance by 
+ Sir Charles Whitworth, from the infpe&tor-ge- a fallacious ftatement, whereas it is in fact quite 
nerals accounts, ftates the exports to Holland in the contrary, the payment of an unfavourable ba- 
1703 at L2,405,599: and we muft remember that lance. AZ; 
the fum of 473,750, the amount of coin and bul- 
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Article I) ‘ The king of Portu 
and his fucceflors, to admit fo 
len cloths, and the reft of the 
was accuftomed til] they were 
upon this condition ; 

Il) ‘ That her royal ma 
* and that of her fucceffors 


€ 
; rever hereafter into Portugal the wool- 
woollen manufadtures of the Britons, as 


prohibited by the laws; neverthelefs, 


c 


7 ll be peace or war between the kingdoms of Britain . 
and France, any thing more fhall be demanded for thefe wines, by the 
` name of cuftom or duty, or by whatfoever other title, direGtly or indi- 

rectly, whether they fhall be imported into Great Britain, in pipes, or 
hogtheads, or other cafks, than what fhall be demanded for the like quan- 
tity or meafure of French wines, deducting or abating one third part 
of the cuftom or duty. But ifat any time this dedu@ion or abate- 
ment of cuftoms, which is to be made as aforefaid, fhall in any manner 
be attempted and prejudiced, it fhall be juft and lawful for his facred i 
majefty of Portugal again to prohibit the woollen cloths and the reft of 
the Britifh woollen manufactures *.’ [Dated at Lifbon, 27th Decems 
ber 1703.] 

By this treaty, fays Mr. King, the editor of the Britifh merchant, in r 
his dedication to Sir Paul Methven, the fon of the minifter who nego- 7 
tiated it, ‘ we gain a greater balance eth Portugal than from any 
‘ other country whatever. By it alfo we have increafed our exports 
thither, from about L300,000 yearly to near L1,500,000. 

It was by no means the intereft of Britain, during a war with France 

and Spain, to ufe the wines of thofe countries, which, doubtlefs, could N 
have been imported by neutral fhips: and as Portugal’s red wines were 

therefor become in fome fort the only kind we could then convenient- 

ly and reafonably come at, this treaty was beneficial to both countries, 

though perhaps fomewhat exaggerated by the above author, efpecially 

as Portugal has, in return for our taking fuch vaft quantities of their 

wines, conftantly taken off a greater quantity of our manufadiures, fo 

as to occafion a confiderable yearly balance in our favour. And our 

palates being long fince fo well reconciled to FOreUBe eee ps Ka 
tuguefe, for our fupply, have turned great quantities o 

ineyards. ate i : 
EE lion exported from ‘England to E EE fix ae 1 
from 1698 to 1703, both years included, was in filver L3,171,404 : 17:9, 


i it is publifhed from a copy in the 
retty ly the very words of this famous treaty, as it is pub 
e e by Me Chalmers in his Golleftion of trealizs, V. ii, p 303 ed. 1790 


Z 
Vor. Il. : 


€ 


‘ 


730 Ao; 1708. 
in gold L128,229, total 13,299,633 :17:83 being onan average, 
per annum L549:938 :19:75 2 Dt ial ue eer 

1704.—By a law, made about the beginning of this year, for the public 
regiftering of all deeds, conveyances, and wills, in any honours, manors 

ð a 2 ee Q i . > 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments, within the weft riding of the coun: 
ty of York, a memorial of all deeds and conveyances, and of all wills 
and devifes in writing, whereby any honours, manors, &c. in the faid 
weft riding, may be in any way affected in law or equity, may, at the 


election of the party or parties concerned, be regiftered, as is herein af. 


ter dire@ed. And that, after fuch regifter, every fubfequent deed or 
conveyance of the honours, manors, &c. fo regiftered, or any part there- 
of, hall be adjudged fraudulent and void, unlefs a memorial thereof 
fhall alfo be regiftered ; and the like of wills, &c. The regifter’s office 
to be kept at Wakefield. This act not to extend to copy-hold eftates, 
nor to leafes at rack-rent, nor to any leafe not exceeding 21 years. 

The very good reafons affigned for this law, in its preambie, were, 
that this weft riding is the principal place in the north for the cloth 
manufacture : and that moft of the traders therein are freeholders, and 
have frequent occafions to borrow money upon their eftates for manag- 
ing their trade ; but, for want of a regifter, find it difficult to give fe- 
curity to the fatisfaction of the lenders, although the fecurity they offer 
be really good, by means whereof their trade is very much obftruded, 
and many families ruined. [2, 3 Ann. c. 4.] 

What pity it is, that fuch a regifter could not be rendered practicable 
all over England, fince thereby undoubtedly many frauds might effec- 
tually be prevented, and this too, without expofing gentlemen’s cir- 
cumftances farther than the nature of fuch regifters abfolutely require. 

N. B. By an act [5 Ann. c. 18] for enrolment of bargains and fales 
in the weft riding, feveral additional provifions were made for enrolling 
all bargains, fales, &c. needlefs herein to be particularized. PF. 

The former part of the year 1704 feemed at firft to portend much 
hazard to the liberties and commerce of the greateft: part of Chriften- 
dom: France was in aual poffeflion of the whole Spanifh monarchy 5 
the German. empire powerfully invaded on the fide of Bavaria by the 
French, where, as well as in Italy, their fuperiority gave them great 


ž. Along with the account given by Mr. Ander- Total value at the prices of bullion rated by Da- 
fon, I here lay before the reader the following of- venant L1,366,730 : 520- 
ficial accounts. - Agrecable to the account made up by Dottor 

According to the account made up by the ac- Davenant, infpeétor-general of the cuftoms, alfo 
countant of the Eaft-India company for the houfe for the houfe of commons, the Eaft-India goods, 
of commons, the bullion carried to India (partly re-exported from England in the four years from 
from Cadiz) from 25th December 1698 to 25th Chriltmas 1698 to Chriftmas 1702, amounted to 
December 1703, being five years, was, - 12,538,933 : 11: 10%. If the re-exportation 03 

In filver, 5,160,225 ounces, : the year 1703 was in the fame proportion, 1t W? 

I at 5) Per ounce, - 1,290,056 5 © more than double the value of the bullion exportee 

n gold almoft 19,170 oun- by the company, and ftrongly fupports what 35 
ces at L4 per ounce, 76,680 o o urged by the advocates for the India trade- A. 
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advantages as did alf i 7 
5 oani r ; = Tei 
ances wer Mor recheno Hungary. Alll thefe appear- 


eee ae es a es ae found themfelves oblige pres 
d bills for a large fum, bearing i ft, in order to 
keep up their credit: and the Ez India cy were Sb ee 
a confiderable fum in theft are SDS tee "fo Reo REGIE 


me An a e rable them to fit out their thips. 
, uctuating ftate of things in time of war, two very 


great pieces of good fortune happened to the allies before this year end- 


ed, viz. t i 
, viz. the famous and moft complete victory of the confederate army, 


oa bine 13th of Auguft, at Blenheim or Hockftadt, over the French and 
pavarian army, on which, it may be truely faid, the fate and liberty of 
Europe, as well as more particularly of Germany, in a great meafure 
depended : and the taking of the moft important fortrefs and port of 
Gibraltar; both which gave a moft marvellous turn to public affairs 
all over Europe, and particularly to England’s hopes and public credit. 
Gibraltar, having been confirmed to Great Britain by the peace of 
Utrecht, has proved of very fignal advantage to us; as it is not only a 
bridle on moft of the chriftian ftates we may be at war with, a fure fta- 
tion for our fhips ‘Of war,-adafe»retreat in war for our merchant fhips, 


a refrefhing place for both, and a curb on the piratical ftates of sis 
e | 


pofite Barbary fhores; in every view, therefor, highly meriting all t 
expenfe we can beftow for preferving it in our pofleffion. It was alfo 
thought fo dangerous a thorn in the fide of Spain, that the French and 
Spaniards formally befieged it in Odtobet this fame year; but it was 
twice feafonably relieved: and the like happened again in the year 1727, 
fince which its fortifications have been much improved *. 

The ftatute [15 Car. IJ] for the encouragement of trade, ftiled by 
way of eminence the act of navigation, having enacted, that no mer- 
chandize of any part of Europe fhall be imported into any part of Afia, 


_ ` Africa or America, belonging to his majefty, but what fhall be carried ~ 


from England, except as is therein excepted ; an act of this year [3,4 
Ann. c. 8] fo far repeals the fame, as to permit the exportation of -Irin 
linen cloth to the Englifh plantations. Its preamble fers forth, that for 
as much as the proteftant intereft in Ireland ought to be poe 
giving the utmoft encouragement to the linen, manufadtires of that 


< honfe of Bourboun in a much flri@er and. more 
© permanent ‘alliance than the ties of blood could 
© ever have iinited them.’ [Jnguiry into the wealth 


* To Mr. Anderfon’s opinion of the immenfe 
benefit of Gibraltar, it may not be amifs to contratt 


that of Dr. Adam Smith, who, fpeaking of it and «ap, J. ii p 122, ed. 1793+] Whatever 
Minorca, fays, ‘ I would not, however, be under- of. mi Hee ee imi ie noliec oe 


y ` = ithe 2 expentive , 
< food to infinuate, that either of {ee a de vree, whieh I do not pretend to appretiate, there cannot 
© garvifons was ever, even in the me rl spr a bea fkadow of a doubt, that the retention of it 
neceflary for the purpofe for which tisy ve ut he hurtful to the trading: inter Great 
originally difmembered from the Spanifh mo- muy. otwithftanding the pretendu cret ad- 
narchy. That difmemberment, perhaps; never Biran G ea dtl in the fame manner, that a quar- 
A any other rcal purpofe than to alienate signage) a : r 4 cutomerighurttul toa thop- 
fi England her natural ally the king of Spain, rel with a very gaod. componere para “AL 
rom England h ; keeper, fi liccat magnis con 
5 


n 


and to unite the two principal branches of the A 
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kingdom, Trifh linen therefor might thenceforward be exported from 
any port of Ireland directly to any of the Englifh plantations, invEnee 
lith-built fhipping, navigated according to law. The linen manufacture 
of Ireland was then, and in a great meafure ftill is, principally carried 
on in the province of Ulfter and parts adjacent, where the proteftants 
are by far the majority of the people; but in moft other parts of that 
kingdom it is well known to be otherwife. 

For the encouragement of trade, a ftatute was made, [3, 4 Ann. c. 
whereby promiflory notes were enacted to be aflignable by indorfe- 
ment; and aGtions might be maintained thereon, in like fort as was 
enacted on inland bills of exchange in the year 1698. And whereas in 
the a& of 1698 no provifion was made for protefting inland bills of ex- 
change, in cafe the party on whom fuch inland bill fhall be drawn fhall 
refufe to accept the fame, it was now enacted, that if hereafter, upon. 
prefenting any fuch bill, the party on whom it fhall be drawn fhal] re- 
fufe to accept the fame by underwriting it under his hand, the perfon 
to whom the faid bill is made payable, or his fervant, agent, or affigns, 
may, and fhall, caufe the faid bill to be protefted for non-acceptance, as 
was by the faid law of 1698 to be done, when due, for non-payment, 
and as is the cafe of foreign bills of exchange. Yet no fuch proteft fhall 
be neceflary for non-payment of fuch inland bill of exchange, unlefs 
drawn for L20 or upwards; and alfo that the proteft for non-accept- 
ance fhall be made by fuch perfons as are appointed by the faid act of 
1698 (1. e. a notary-public, or &c. as already therein recited) to proteft 
inland bills for non-paymént. Alfo, that if any perfon doth accept 
G. e. receive and take) any fuch bill of exchange for, and in fatisfaction 
of, any former debt, the fame fhall be accounted and efteemed a full 
and complete payment of fuch debt, though the receiver of it doth nat 


~ take his due courfe to obtain payment thereof, by endeavouring to get 
the fame accepted and paid, or elfe by protefting, as aforefaid, either for. 


hon-acceptance or non-payment thereof. Laftly, nothing in this act 
thall difcharge any remedy which any perfon may have againft the 
drawer, accepter, or indorfer, of fuch bill. a 
_ It is fomewhat ftrange, that two fuch falutary and important regula- 
tions as this law has made in promiffory notes and inland bills of ex- 
change, were not fooner ena&ed in a country of fuch confiderable mer- 
cantile tranfactions as England has long been. But to fay the truth, 
what many have remarked of our national flownefs in reforming abufes 
und defects feems but too well grounded. 
This law was made perpetual by an a& 7 Ann. c. 25. 
_ Queen Anne this year granted a charter of incorporation to Thomas 
duke of Leeds, Pawlet earl of Bolingbroke, Francis lord Guildford, Sir 
Thomas and Sir Humphry Mackworths, and other gentlemen, ‘ for 
working and managing mines and minerals, and {melting, refining, 
and manufacturing, the fame; to be forever a body-politic, by the 


< 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


A. D. 1704, F 


& 
name of the governor an 


(d 


= 733 


d company of the mi ventur 5 
and ; the duke of Leeds to be aoe ft a nae of Eng- 


“ vernor and twelve directors, to be elected eae pa 
are alfo empowered to make bye laws, ee pe Sees? 


as cuftomary in other roya 
ee Woes in the fame year, Sir Humphry Made 
uham Waller, who had before purchafed fundry leafes, for terms 


of ieee: 
eee 2 san mines in different parts of Wales, conveyed them to: 
A poration, on certain conditions mentioned in that convey- 
A he company, principally, if not folely, under Sir Humph 
ackworth’s direction, (who was elected deputy-governor for life) went 
on 1n a pompous manner, adding fo many new fhares as made the whole 
number amount to 6012; purchafing frefh mines, and raifing vaft 
quantities of lead, copper, and litharge, from which they made a great 
deal of red lead; and from the lead they extracted confiderable quanti- 
ties of filver ; and they iffued cath notes, which they caufed for fome 
time to be circulated throughout a great part of Wales. They alfo 
erected themfelves into a money bank, and circulated their fealed bills 
and cafh notes for fome time in London, till reftrained by a claufe in 


an aĉ of parliament, of the year 1708, in favour of the bank of Eng—_ 


land. Sir Humphry Mackworth went on nels on the proprietors, 
for five years from the date of the charter, by falle and fham calcula- 
tions of their profits; by purchafing lead and litharge from other peo- 
ple’s mines, and declaring them to be digged from the company’s mines; 
buying alfo the filver extracted from other men’s lead, and getting it to 
be coined in the king’s mint, as coming from the company’s mines, 
while, at the fame time, he was not able to go on without frefh artifices 
and calls on the proprietors, nor to pay the vaft expenfe of workmen, 
&c. whofe wages were fuffered to run in arrear ; and his fchemes being 
too extenfive for the company’s abilities, he was obliged to ftop pay- 
ment of their fealed bills and cafh notes, being by fuch wild manage- 
“ment run greatly in debt, while, at the fame time, he was erecting cha- 


ee rity fchools. in Wales with the company’s money,. to draw in well- 


meaning people. si ~n aie 
170 ge E react ant and deftroyed many of the plantations in 
the ifland of St. Chriftophers, at this time folely poflefled by England, 


as alfo the neighbouring ifland of Nevis, yet they were-not able to 
The damage done to the 


take the forts of either of thofe iflands. Ihe S 
planters was afterward made good by debentures granted by parlia 


ment. : i 
Eneli ing pr . both by fea and land a 
The Englifh arms proving Hae ree Gc a ra 


France, the fupplies were raifed. with t  vanticulatly. betel Bes 

fervices of this and: /evela! eral ee: nen of 2+ millions for 
1 ad | i or principal, a 

af gg years at 6+ per cent, the capital, oF p sation of that term. 


‘+ year’s fupply, to bë funk at the exp m 
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many, (though refumed during the laft and prefent expenfive wars) ; 
yet contemporary writers were not of that opinion, and they alfo una- 
nimouily obferve very truely, that the national or public credit of Eng- 
land was never before at fo high a pitch, nor more facredly maintained, 
Nothing indeed feemed amifs, either with regard to our foreign com- 
mérce, or colonies, both which were in a profperoufly-increafing ftate, 
as well as our home manufactures. i 
_ 1706.—The parliament enacted, that, after midfummer 1706, any 
bankrupt who fhould not, within thirty days after public notice, fur- 
render himfelf, and difcover his effe&s, fhould fuffer as a felon, unlefs 
the lord-chancellor fhould enlarge the time. Five per cent was allowed 
to the bankrupt, unlefs his eftate fhould not produce 8/ per pound to 
his. creditors. Bankrupts who have, within one year preceding their 
bankruptcy, loft Lg at once at any kind of game, or Lroo in all, re- 
ceive no benefit by this act. And thofe not difcovering all their eftates 
were to fuffer as felons, without the benefit of clergy. [4 Ann. c. 14.] 
The moft important tranfaction that ever happened in Great Britain 
was finally and legally completed at the clofe of the year 1706, viz. a 
confolidating union of the two kingdoms of England and Scotland, 104 
years after their crowms had been-united in the perlon of King James I. 
This great and happy union had been feveral times before attempt- 
ed in different reigns, but had been as often obftru@ted by various ob- 
jechons flarted, and not ferioufly and fleadily combated. Nothing cer- 
tainly could be more obvious, than that it was the true intereft of two 


‘nations folely inhabiting and poflefling the fame ifland, perfedtly to 


unite for their common defence againft all attacks from the continent; 
for, by fuch a clofe union of hearts, as well as conftitution, a people fo 
fituated, and fo warlike, and fo numerous, as to amount to about nine 
millions of fouls, could be always able to defend themfelves againft any 
foreign attacks; but, remaining disjointed, they had their different, and 
often contrary, interefts to purftie, not only in matters of trade and 


commerce, product, and manufactures, but even in friendship and aftec-" 


tion, with regard to different nations on the continent. Religion, or 


rather the mere external mode of it, alfo contributed its fhare in keep- 
ing up the difference ; and what had; perhaps, the greateft influence of 
all, antient, iM\judged, national Prejudices on both fides {till remained 
too ftrong to be eafily conquered. Finally, the great hereditary officers 
,of the {maller kingdom, and the pofleflors of many other lucrative ftate 
offices there, which muft neceflarily be funk upon fuch an incorporat-. 
agen with England, had no fmali influence in obftructing it. But 
amable miniftry in both nations, more efpecially in England, joined to 
a more moderate wa 5 i 
` both parliaments, among the commiflioners for this folemn treaty, at 
length got the better of all obftruGtions. And, as preparatory laws 
were made in both kingdoms, the parlament of Scotland having firft 


at 
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agreed to the articles they were finally ratified by age 
1 eee - finally ratified by a moft i n act o; i 
E Englifh parliament, [5 Ann. c. 8] intitled, ee fie Se a 
€ two kingdomis of England and Scotland. The articles are - ae im 
number ; but, as it is foreign to our fubjec 
cite what is to be found in all our hiftories 
for our particular purpote briefly to note, t 
enacted, that all the fubjects of the united 


ja 
Br 


Dar ai ee N : ag 
As D. 1706, oe ee ae 


i 


and alfo fuperfluous, to re- a Saale 
at large, it will be fafficient = 2 22o 
hat by the 4th article it was 


7 kingdom of Great Britai 

; o itain is 
ae trom and after the union, have full freedom and intercourfe of = E 
trade and navigation to and from any port or place within the fid =- 
united kingdom, and the dominions and plantations thereunto belong- Pa * 


ae eae een fhould Be a eee se son of all other rights, pri- e et 

eher ka F Smee BES w ich do, or may, belong to the fubje@s of — Ei 

TE gaom, except where it is otherwife exprefsly agreed in thefe 
By the 15th article it was ftipulated, ‘ that whereas, by the terms of : 

“ this treaty, the fubjects of Scotland, for preferving an equality of trade = 

* throughout the united kingdom, will be liable to feveral cuftoms and 

excifes now payable in England, which will be applicable towards 

< payment of the debts of England contracted before the union, it is $ a 

“agreed; thatSceotland fhall have an equivalent for what the fubjeds e 

* thereof fhall be fo charged towards paymen of the faid'debts of Eng- $ 

* land ;’ which equivalent is herein ftipulated to be L398,085 : ro fter- 

ling, to be granted by the parliament of England, and to be applied, 

1ft, for indemnifying private perfons for any loffes they may fuftain 

by reducing the coin of Scotland to the flandard and value of the coin 

of England; 2dly, for indemnifying the fufferers in the late African. ‘ 

and Indian company of Scotland*; 3dly, for difcharging the public ee ee 

debts of Scotland; 4thly, for improving the manufacture of the coarfe Pern chy 

wool of Scotland; and, sthly, for encouraging and promoting the 

fifheries, and fuch other manufactures and improvements in Scotland : 

as may. be moft conducive to the general good of the united kingdom 5. + 

for which-ends commiffioners were to be appointed, &e. ; for whiclgend 

- alfo, the laws ofEngland, relating to coin, and weights and ne ares, 

as well as concerning the regulation of trade, cuftoms, and a 

by the three {ucceeding articles, to take place in rere, ae e 

fubftance of all the articles that immediately relate ste our 2 oy Sete 
But before we treat of the actual commencement o n i T hee 

was not till the fucceeding year, we muft, in order J for contol: 

that by an aét of the Englifh parliament, Ly, ot datak exche- 

the duties upon houfes, to fecure a yearly up 4 intendedko 

bill hereby afum not exceeding L1,500,000 was inten 
quet sneland’s fund and privileges, which had 
be raifed, &c. the bank of England’s tune * $ 


£ 


r a 


enraged at the deftru&ion of the Darien company, that nothing lefsa: 


SThejSieots were fe gm their capital, with interet, could bring them to agree to the union Eo 


l imburfement of 
than a complete rempburie 
A, 


ax mitoa - yO OF AO 
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een limited to one year’s notice after the 1ft of Auguft, 1705, were 
farther prolonged, upon their now undertaking to circulate the exche. 
quer bills at 14:10 per cent per annum. By this act, therefor, the 
bank was empowered to call in money from their members, to enable 
them to circulate the exchequer bills, in proportion to their refpe@ive 
ftocks in that company ; whence there arofe another temporary addition 
to their old capital, which had before been reduced to its original fum 
-of L1,200,0co by government gradually paying off the principal and 
intereft of L5,160,459 :14: 945 which had been fabfcribed into the 
bank in tallies, orders, &c. as has been fully related under the year 
1697. The temporary addition to bank ftock was Lt1,001,171 : 1o, 
which, with the Li1,200,000 original capital, made the whole now 
amount to L2,201,171: 10. And by this ad the bank was to remain 
a corporation till the redemption of all the L1,500,000 in exchequer 
pills. This was the firft time that the bank of England undertook the 
circulation of exchequer bills, whereby they rendered themfelves fa- 
vourites of the government ; and they have ever fince made agree- 
ments with the public for that purpofe annually, on eafy or moderate 
terms. This year the bank again illued fealed bills for enabling them 
to perform their contracts, at an intereft of 2d per cent per day, or 


about three per cent:per annum. 


1707.—T he moft important, wife,and happy, incorporating union of 
the kingdoms of England and Scotland took place on the rft day of 
May, 1707. And though the two rebellions fince that period were both 
originally propagated from Scotland, through the violence of party zeal, 
and of clanfhip and fuperiorities ; yet a peaceable, loyal, and induftrious 
{pirit having fince univerfally prevailed, the great benefits accruing to 
both nations by this union do now dayly appear more and more confpi- 
cuous. From that country England has her American plantations very 
much increafed in people: from Scotland likewife the navy and armies 
have been fupplied with many thoufands of {tout and well-affecied men, 
as has very lately and very effectually been experienced. By an union 
with Scotland fhe has the more abfolute ufe of many good ports, of a 
More extenfive fifhery, of a fupply of very good, though {mall, cattle, 
fi ce other benefits. Scotland, on the other hand, rece 
ineftimable advantages by her incorpôrating union with England, 1ft, 
by gradually ‘and OBIE che herfelf from a participation of 
commerce with England’s foreign plantations, factories, &c. 2dly, By 
her union with England, fhe gradually learns the melioration of her 

foil, which in many parts is now known to be much more capable of 
i Pon gement than was formerly imagined. gdly, By this union, 
: ~ Scotlar d’s coarfe woollen ftuffs and ftockings, and her. more valuable 

‘linen manufactures, now of many various, beautiful, and ingenious 
Kinds, have a prodigious vent, not only in England, but for the Ame- 
Trop plantations, as well as the confumption of fo many of her black 
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King Alexander TI, and of his grand-daughter filed ¢ bar ok 
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way; Scotland had voluntarily united itfelf to E im A 
years ago) how much more populous, powerful, and rich, would oie 
parts of the ifland have been at this time, freed from much of th 

cruel bloodfhed and devaftations occafi s 


ma j ? 
gr 


p 


C oned by their many w € . “a 
that period. ; Tr ae sith A 
aa á á ~ r 
; es the much fewer people and the greater poverty of Scot- n ai 
and, compared with England, it may not be improper to remark the i Pa 
quantity of gold and filver coin of all forts, which, in confequence of i? 


this union, , was brought into the mint at Edinburgh to be recoined in- 
to the pieces and denominations of fterling money, and of coin not 
; then brought.in. We have it from the accurate Ruddiman, in p. 84, of 
-his.mofizenpious:and lear ned preface to Anderfon’s Thefaurus diplomatum è 
et numjfmatum Scotia ; beng no le i TATI, 117 107g fterlingy ac- + 
‘tually then. brought to that mint: befides, ‘perhaps, as much mo 
hoarded up by the whimfical, difaffeced, and timorous, who were 
ftrongly prepoflefled againft the union, and were far from believing it 
could laft any long time: befides, alfo, what was then exported, and 
what was retained by filverfmiths for plate, &c. So that our author was 
of opinion, that there was then in gold and filver couasbout Lgo00,000 
fterling in Scotland *. Bie! ceed : 
The a& of parliament [13, 14 Car. II] prohibiting the importation. 


S CAT] 


# Tt will be.doubtlefs agreeable to the reader to fee the amount of the commercial interet by 
water carriage between England and Scotland, when they were feparate kingdoms. The following ts» 
a {tatement of it-from the commencement of the infpeétor-general’s accounts till the union. 

England receivéd-from Scotland Scotland received from England 7 


= $ 3 : F 
merchandize to the-value-of merchandize to the value o 


a L 91,302 16710: 174203 6 0 
165 g 1243835 5 a t,t 58,043 17 x # 
Ig S 867o 19. > Mirae ag | cee aS 
HER i 130097 oa RR: peas ers 
1701 - + 73,988 18 ng ee 
1702 | = 71429 18 T ae T 
1703 = 76,448 8 3 Bes § "m 
1704 2 - 54379 uo 8 z ie i 
1705 F 57:902 12 oe i 60,313: 3 7 E ; 
1706 - 50,309 O g ees 
1707 - 6,733 1 ee 

uld be no account. Though no cultom-hout 


d by land then, as now, there co 


f the amount of the trade between the two Britith kingdoms, it may be pre 


Of the goods carrie 


account is now kept o ; illing i fore the union. Mr. Knox (I know not upon Ta 
j ind for every fhilling it v eo er land from England in the : 
ee A has ftated the val goods recess pee scotlas ne 
“year 1773 at 2,000,000. [View of the Britifo empire, £: 93-1 5A $ y 
© Vou. IL. 3 - - 4 2a 
ge ie tt A K s 
>n p d 
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a T {effions of parliament, for preventing frauds frequently committed by 4 
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FA th, of King William} thatthe Eaft-India = ey ae 


a merchandize in any fhip from India to be 


of foreign bone-lace, cut-work, embroidery-fringes, band-fttings! pute 
to and needle-work, being found to obftrué the vent of Englith 
ollen manufađtures'in the Spanifh Netherlands, was now repealed, 
"as far as relates to that country. [5 Ann. c. 17-] +! 
By an act [5 Aan. c. 22] to explain and amend an ad of the latte, 


bankrupts, it was enacted, ‘ that bankrupts who fhould, after the 2 sth . 
< of April 1707, remove, carry away, or embezzle, any part of their 
< effeGs, fhould fuffer as felons. A bankrupt fhould not be difcharged: . 
< ynlefs his certificate were figned by four fifths in number and value 

© of his creditors. Commiffioners of bankrupts might appoint affig- 
< nees, whom a majority of the creditors might afterwards rerhove. `~ 
«No commiffion of bankruptcy fhould be iflued by the application of 

k any creditor, unlefs his fingle debt amounted to Lioo, or of two ere- 

< ditors, fo petitioning, to L150, or of three or more creditors to L2oo. 

< This act was to continue for two years, and from thence to the end of 

< the next feffion of parliament, and no longer.’ 

By an act [6 Ann. c. 2] for better fecuring the duty on Eaft-India: 
goods, the fecurity thereafter to be given, purfuant to the act of the ` 
‘caufe all the © 

E rought to {ome port of 
England, without previoufly breaking bulk, was directed’ to be after 
the rate of L2,500 for every 100 ton of each fhip fent to the Indies, 
(neceflary provifions, ftores, and merchandize, for the people and. gar-- 
rifon of St. Helena, for their own proper confumption only, excepted) 
and except alfo, where the breaking of bulk, or landing of goods, 
fhould happen by the danger of the feas, enemies, reftraints of princes, 
&c, under penalty of forfeiting fuch goods or their value, &c. 
For the advancement of our woollen manufacture, and for encourag- d 
ing the dreffing and dying of woollen cloths before exportation, 4 duty 
of 5/was laid on every white woollen cloth exported. And’ it was alfo 
enacted, that fuch white cloths, commonly called broad cloth, fhipped 
before the duty be paid, fhould be forfeited. [Q-4un. ¢ 8.] 
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efpecially fold se monftrous pri : es 
1trous prices, in confequencé of the very crowded 

ae of the towns, which had almoft no back oS gi pee ate oe 
ritifh government, to fupp! them. ry, eging the 


An efti 
a wes made, by order of the congrefs, of the numbers of 
eee the United ftates, in order to proportion the affeffments 
pon each ftate, which was as follows. 


New Hamphhir x ; 1 ; 
parts of ‘ee whole. 82,200 inhabitants, being 34 thobfandth 


Maffachufets ba - 
Rhode ifland 7, = Eea z i pai 
ConneGicut S 206,000 ; - = 36 
New York - - 200,000 - 206 84 
New Jerfey - - 130,000 - By oe 
Pennfylvania - - 320,000 - > ugy 
Delaware - - 35,000 - 2 I5 
Maryland = = 220,700 - d 92 
Virginia - = 400,000 - - 167 
North Carolina = 200,000 - = 84 
South: Carolina .7 170,000 = a A 
Georgia - žá = 25,000" - A RU 
Total of inhabitants of : 

all ages, colours, and ¢ 2,389,300 * = - 1,000 


conditions, ; 
` December 23'—The harveft having been dreadfully deficient this 
year, the parliament allowed the importation of all kinds of grain, upon 
payment of low duties, which was to continue till the 25* of Auguft ” 
1783 in England, and till the 25" of September 1783 in Scotland. 


[23 Geo. III, c. 1.] j 
“A view of the increafe of the Scottifh herring fifhery from the year 


1751 to the year 1776, has already been given ; and the decline of it 
after that year has alfo been noticed [pp. 395; 633.] The following 
view of its declining ftate during the war, and alfo of the exportation of 


* This eftimate was cenfured as too high by was rather under, than above; the truth: and 
Lord Sheffield, who obferves, that the belt y Mr. Jefferfon makes it exceedingly probable, te 
counts ftate the number of whites in the American the number in Virginia this year was 567,614; 0 
{lates as not exceeding 1,700,009 [Confiderations whom 270,762 were flaves. a Pauera 
on the commerce of America, p. 239» fixth ed.| He tions, more accurately, taken; pon t a pee 

“does not fay any thing of the number of negro bers have inereafed Te eae ed dae 
flaves: but if the Estimated arenas ee of go nei pe rha N sod Dia shee ae 

-11 whites be nearly true, it makes the pp-197 700-7 Jil s jl 143. 
P aia in ae imate eorrelpoud very well —Sce allo Fale Political economy of 
with that’ number of whites. Mr. Coxe fhows, navigation, p. 36-] - 


apparently upon good grounds, that the eftimate R a 
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herrings and cod from Scotland, is taken from the official accounts 
made up in the cuftom-houfe at Edinburgh by Mr. Boyd, examiner a 
falt and fifhery accounts. 


Years|Busses, |tunnage.|men. [Barrels of Exported Bounties paid 
5 : herrings Herrings Cod to busses, and 
taken. white, } total | cwt. |bar.| number, ||" exportation 
: bar.| bar. | barrels. undreds. |} Of fish. 
1777| 240) 11,727|2,000| 433131800] 41,2173] 42,0173) 12,302 441] 25,104 8 4 
1778 220| 10,877|2,504| 40,958]|843] 35,620 | 30,463 8,727 110] 22,475 1g 4 
1779| 206| 10,191/2,343] 29,367 |534/ 32,110 | 32,441 | 6,583 63} 20,600 17 o 
1780} 181| 8,963/2,061| 19,885 }}119] 25,122 | 25,241 | 13,703) 6 789| 19,058 19 14 
1781 13 6,449)1,494| 16,593 ||190| 14,0824) 14,2727} 14,485 : 16] 13,746 O 4 
1782] 147| 7,291|1,667| 13,457 12,5222) 12,5224) 14938|184% 144| 14,414 12 19 


Tt muft be obferved that the numbers of barrels taken, here fated, 
include only thofe taken in the firft voyage in each feafon, called the 
bounty voyage. But, as the bufles often made a fecond, and fometimes 
even a third, voyage, and as the herrings taken im thofe after voyages 
are believed to be, one year with another, equal to thofe taken in the 
bounty voyages, the real quantity of herrings caught and cured by the 
buffes may be fairly eftimated at double the quantity here ftated. The 
number of herrings taken by boats, and confumed frefh, or flightly 
falted, in the country, of which no account is taken, muft alfo be pro- 
digioufly great; efpecially when an extraordinary plenty, and confe- 
quently low price, encourages the cadgers (higglers) to carry them as 
far as poffible into the inland parts of the country. 

The precarious nature of the fifhery appears very ftrongly from the 
great inequality of the exportation from the fame port. Campbelltown, 
which in the year 1755 exported 24,436 barrels, and has been generally 
one of the chief ports of Scotland for the exportation of herrings, ex- 
ported this year only 396 barrels. Stranrawer in the year 1758 export- 
ed 13,121 barrels, and has in fome years exported none at all. Cod is 
chiefly exported from Shetland, next to which Campbelltown, and of later 
years fometimes Stornoway and Aberdeen, have been the chief fifhing 
places for the exportation of cod *, ; 

The exportation of falmon, which formerly ufed to be a very con- ~ 
fiderable branch of Scottith trade, is now almoft entirely annihilated by 
the demand for the confumption of London: and it is thought that the 
method of condu@ing the fifhery in the rivers is annually diminifhing 
the breed of falmon. s ; 


The following. view of the trade of England in herrings and cod, 


* Thefe comparative ri ; 
A 5 emarks are taken- from Mr. Boyd’ “ps ulky to. be 
in‘erted entire. Mr. Boyd’s account, which is too bulky 


2 
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during the fame 


years, is extracted from accounts laid before the houle 
of commons. Rie eae Š. 


Herrings 


Cod ‘otal of bounties 
exported,|ipaid on vessels, 
cwt. jand on exporta- 
tion of herrings 

and cod +. 
3,473| 4,024 O 
3,53 3,666 4 
495| 3,583 15 
4,13 3,925 10 
6,905) 4,493 12 
1,341] 3,970 10 


11,775%| 23,890% 
11,738 |24,441% 
13,829 |32,77)% 
7,607%| 31,781 
12,513 |31,899 
14,268%| 35,3594 


fo Ko Vo wowa~ io} 


The fithery of pilchards on the coaft of Cornwall is alfo a confider- - 
able object, affording employment to above 3,000 fifhermen befides the 
feamen employed in carrying the fifh to foreign markets, which are - 


chiefly the ports in the Mediterranean, and in importing falt, ftaves, and 
other materials for the fithery, and four or five thoufand people em- 
ployed in the bufinefles conneéted with it on fhore. - Pilchards are fo 
much in requeft in the Tralian fates, that the orders from them for 
lead, tin, copper, leather, &c. have been often conditional, that if fuch 
a quantity of pilchards could not be fent, the other articles could not 
be received: and the Venetian government allowed Britifh veffels im- 
porting a certain proportion of pilchards to take in currants at their 
iflands, though the carriage of that fruit was reftriéted to. their own 
veffels. ‘The annual export of this fifh on an average of ten years 
1747-17 56 was about 30,000 hogfheads; but it had now declined to 
O. 
rhe eae fifhery on the Yarmouth coaft has alfo declined very. 
much. At this time it employed only 94 veflels ; SHOTS in ce year 
1760 it employed 205 of from 30 to Loo tuns, ae oes emp ee 
to about 6,000 men, women, boys, and girls, befi 6 39, or 40 T 
from Folkftone, Haftings, &c. which have now ae erted Ue es ee 
For about twenty years preceding 1760 the annual capture of Aer gs 


+ the Norfolk coaft was above 47,000 barrels, of which about 38,000 
or É : 


rted. The fifhery, which the people of Yarmouth, with the 


al c t y in about two 
a { ınce of the Shetland fifher men, ufed to Ganr on, Wi 
ul 


here the cod moft faleable in the Spanifh and Italian markets are 
wher 


s ; 3 Be whether 
‘i bers here given are the totals of each whereas, sa r aT ae S Aaa 
* The number “heeaccount. made up. at the every individual, | ah in a year. Quere, if for 
year, TE 4 by order of the committee ee ee ae ingle cai 
falt ofice tf But they appear un- tkoujands e DOl hie column T am. indebted 
of the n TO eE independent of the bar- : to ee ‘ A ‘tule of the Hebrides 
accountabiy BY? Zand red herrings for every 10 : > 6 
far beyond a thoulane re 5 . (Weltern iflands) p- 446: 
reton young and old, in all England and Wales; ( 4 Y2. 
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caught, has been annihilated by the operation of the falt laws, Severa] 
gentlemen from Yarmouth informed the. committee of the houfe of 
commons that they would willingly revive that fifhery, if it fhould ihe 
relieved from the oppreflion of thofe laws. : 

In confequence of the liberal encouragement, given to the fifheries 
by the parliament of Ireland, [fee above, p. 405] the herring fifhery of 
that country was now confiderably advanced. The Irith, however, ftill 
continued to import herrings to anfwer the great demand for the Weft- 
Indies. The following is a view of the progrefs of their trade in that 
article, 


Imported. Exported. 


from Great] from the | Total. 
Britain. {East country. 


Annual average number of Bee 


from 1756 to 1764 i. e. before 23,201 1,847| 25,048 
the bounty : i 
D°. from 1764 to 1773 16,657 25,365] 42,022 


D°. from 25" March 1763 
to 25" March 1767 
D°. from 25% March 1297 
to 25® March 1783 
In the year ending 25% March 1773 
of which there were for the iea 
Indies 


32,824| 4,672 


12,277] 24,273 
4,3241 48,4812 
| 35,960 


Such have been the decreafe of the imports, and the increafe of the 
exports, fince the commencement of the public encouragement. 
The other articles of fith exported from Ireland to any amount, in the 
year ending 25‘ March 1783, were - cod 272 barrels, 
hake 1,367 cwt, 
and falmon 253 tuns, 
In the year 1780 the herring fifhery in Loch Swilly employed 
130 bounty veflels, which expended 1,708 tuns of falt, wherewith they 
cured, by computation - - - 51,240 maize *. 
In the fame feafon 71 veffels from Liverpool and Mann ` | 
purchafed in the fame loch = = 39,000 
for making red herrings, at rod per hundred 
amounting to £8,125, 
Th 1781 there were 147 bounty veffels in Loch Swilly 
ee mere tuns of falt, and cured 57,420 
els from Liverpool: | ; 
for which they paid £1 Wires. e RR EEBE, 491950 
The total taken in the two years l 


or 98,8 : pee 197,610 maize, 
z 2 Hoes herrings, befides what were ufed frefh in the adjacent 


* A maize contains çoo herrings, 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar. An eGangotri Initiative 


| 
i 
} 
i 


—_—— 


A. D. 1782. pis 


A great proportio ; sde ebd 
fumed in the LAE E niente si oe US: 
curing; the reft are repacked iT ae male 
tion. Thofe from the Eaft cote ace of 28 gallons for exporta- 
fo low as 14/ a barrel, are alfo eke ich ufed to be fold in Ireland 
Indies iat LEA A alfo repacked for exportation to the Weft- 

‘The Irifh have and ¢ : 
of the herrings, fg au He pee: See wee sey 
is certain on the north-weft coaft of Ireland ; Vie ee 
the hore. The fithery i oft Ireland; and sthey/ sina slags 
either fifh chemnielvel or pclae a Me ae 

Saas , , as 

convenient, whereby they are often enabled to eee ae ae 
in two or three days, and to make f i i E ie 
on E everal trips during one fifhing fea- 
ae Pe ae ee fix weeks, or two months. And thus they 
ee A prenet quantity of fih in the fame fpace of time, 
on E ir cargoes much earlier to a market, than the Britifh 

herman, who is tied down by reftri@ive laws to lofe a great deal 
of aS and fupport a very heavy expenfe, that he may be entitled to 

unty. ae 

The certainty, and great abundance, of herrings have induced many 
of the fifhermen of England and Scotland to prefer the Irith fifhing 
grounds to thofe of their own coafts. But there is an unneighbourly 
jealoufy upon the fubject of the fitheries between the Irifh and the Scots, 
greatly againft the true interefts of both. There are furely herrings 
enough in the fea for both: and, if the fifhery is wifely and har- 
monioufly conducted, markets may be found, notwithftanding the 
oak of popery, fufficient to employ the induftry of both to great 
advantage. 

Upon the whole, the Irith fifhery may be confidered now as but in 
its infancy. But if Nature and the legiflature fhall continue to favour 
it, as they have hitherto done, it muft undoubtedly in a few years fur- 


mount all rivalfhip, at le 
of fifhery laws fhall be adopted. i 

As the filh trade of Ireland was formerly fo much connected with 
that of Sweden, it may be proper here to give 
later. For above twenty years paft about 200,000 barrels had been 
annually cured on the Swedith coaft in the neighbourhood of Gotten- 
burgh. The exports from thence to Ireland; which ufed to be very 


confiderable, were now, as We have juftefeen, greatly reduced by the 
improved ftate of the Irifh fithery- Several cargoes of Swedifh hercoga 
were fent to S°. Euftathius in the years 1779 and 1780, a a ey 
found their way into the various fugar iflands. In the French Wett- 
eof herring barrels in Britain is 32 gallons; and i 
tion refpe&ting their meafure varies. - 


n- 
ccount of their fuperior 


t appears to be the fame in“ 


* The legal meafu: 
Sweden ; but the informa 
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Indies they were not admitted, and few went to France. The Principal 
markets were within the Baltic fea, as will appear by the following P 


Account of exports of herrings from Gottenburgh 


in the years - - (1775 | 1776 1779 | 1780 | 178) 
peta [2770 | 3700 iyaa 

To Cork and other ports in Ireland} 25,836] 56,400 7,313| 13,243 
Madeira, and the West-Indies i ae a 

(chiefly S'. Eustathius) } 6,278| 7,437 0,840] 7,281 2,700 
France and the Mediterranean 300} 4,267 8,369] 12,615] 24,225 
Different ports in the Baltic noo s i K 

subject to Sweden 41,552) 37,091) 64,463| 59,069| 44,747| 80,474 
Different ports of Sweden 20,627| 23,272| 37,075) 40,485) 28,778| 29,250 


em 
Totals of barrels measuring 32 | 
gallons*, and čonuaining about } 94,593] 128,467| 132,046| 135,085| 106,664 136,649 
900 herrings each - : 


So fuperabundant was the capture of herrings on the Swedith fhore 
that it exceeded every poflible demand for them; and they were ob- 
liged to boil many millions of them for oil, one barrel of which was 
obtained from eighteen barrels of herrings. In the year 178r they 
exported to the Baltic, Holland, and Spain, 14,542 barrels of herrin 
oil of about 42 gallons each; and from 1,000 to 1,500 barrels were ane 
nually confumed in the country. But the herring oil is greatly inferior 
to whale oil, or even liver oil, and is liable to congeal in cold-weather 
to a confiftence fomething like honey +. 

The herring fifhery of Holland, once fo pre-eminently great and 
flourifhing, employed now only 200 buffes of about 26 tuns burthen. 

_ The French for fome few years paft had caught fome herrings of an 
none quality upon their own coaft, part of which they dried for 
S So ae 7 ee but the greateft part was fhipped for their 
The. war was of fome fervice to the city of Dantzik in reviving its 
eee A a this year 549 veflels failed from that port, 
Poin tlie SAS AR a employed to great advantage in carrying timber 
e Britifh navy; and 502 arrived, not one of which was 


eS colours, though many of them were, probably, Dutch 


Se OS 


a 


| 


* So the fize of the barrel} i j 
thor of this information. Dies ee tion, was prohibited by an edict from the king. 


other authorities the Swed; The oil-makers remonftrated, and were- permitted 

ao goings cal By edifh barrels appear to to make fome experiments, Shieh, as ee alleged, 

+ The oil-makers proved, that the fifhery was improved by throwing 

ae foun ane Faure ee gue refufe of the refufe into the fed. EE Har it fhould 

thought prejudicial to che hth oa ice, being not occur to them, how valuable fo vaft a quantity 
ie ery and to naviga- of animal fubftance muft be as a manure ! 


e 
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The official value of the imports and exports of 
Chriftmas 1781 to Chriftmas 1782 was‘as follows. 


-Great Britain from 


Imported into Exported from 
Countries, &c. ENGLAND. SCOTLAND, |! ENGLAND. SCOTLAND, 
Africa z > £351,734 18 5 TERA 
Canaries 


Denmark and Norway 
East ċountry - 
East-India - 


104,732 2 4| 2€34,575 11 5 
130,524 7 9 
1,467,844 10 11). 


£31,640 10 7 


Flanders - 1,083,092 6 92,300 4 2| 2,069,983 7 1 65,559 8 2 
France - 4,783 13 8,153 11 2 : $ 
Germany - 524,882 14 13,636 15 &j| 1,549,745 11 8| 10,417 17 
Greenland - 39,536 1 1,420 16 gi 4 0 
Holland - 2,485 12 6,522 6 8 90,933 17 4 
celan - 37 10 O ie 5 
Ireland - 1,348,510 11 10, 149,889 19 4ļ| 1,715,889 O 7| 201,182 19 10 
Mann s 15,644 9 253, 4 28,059.12 8} 176 19 
nay = 177,698 8 Ae 10 4 975 O 0 
[adeira - 3,867 7 50,256 13 2 
Roland - eke 13 9 AiE 
russia - 14,863 51 5 332 
Portugal = 280,654 14 8,657 13 1) 687,324 11 10 2,800 15 10 
Russia = 1,185,844 14 203,804 14 196,577 9 10} 11,165 8 $ 
Spain - 144,541 12 
Gibraltar - IA 0) -4,046 19 4 
Straits - 344 3 9,451 10 OJ i 
Sweden 7 163,219 22,698 12 56,083 2 7 7,629 18 
‘Turkey i, 41,325 10 7). ‘AS 3 O 
Venice - ; 53,540 16 4 -z "42113 4 0} 
Guernsey, &c. 69,684 10. 9 7,171 1 1 87809 110 1,782 O 


110,637 10 5||7 


America in general 


3 - 6,801 18 § 8,188 8 11 
Hudsons bay > ton neeh GR 
Newfoundland - 68,825 4 10 ieee ig 
Quebec - 144,291 7 RIN yes 
Nova Scotia - 2,943 5 AERIS 7 4 
New York - 7,690 3 : > P ao 
Carolina - 14,182 4 9,742 a 
Georgia - 6,804 1 an siaa S 
Florida > 30,935 13 ro 3/07 931,762 17 1 
West Indies in general 132,79 Kon y T 
Anguilla - 48,239 18 br 9 2 
Antigua - 231,019 5 Be AnS 
Barbados - 176,999 2 Gero es 
Bermuda - 880 15 1 670,669 ne 
Jamaica -, 1,157,121 O 1 gine 14 10 
Montserrat - 47,695 14 4,387 2 5 
Nevis = 47,386 16 $5 

New Providence - 1,034 14 23,304 17 8 
St. Christophers 248,916 O fa O © 
St: Croix - - . 

St. Eustathius - - 7,637 18 139,853 6 9 
St. Lucia - - 258,141 16 442 7 5 
St. Martins - 40,580 16 222,632 10 7 
St. Thomas - 3,952 10 1,893 5 1 
Tobago - 4,109 7 1 92,720 12 2 
Tortola £ 161,388 1 

Demararay - 47,913, l 14,318 3 1 
New Orleans - 4,426 11 1 

Southern fishery g4 5 663,089 7 
„Prize goods - 521,007 3 - 


12,355,750 9 
653,708 13 1 


13,009,458 


32,606 19 § 

Imp. and exp. of England] 9,532,6 
tiene and an of Scotland g09,021 15 8 
: ——_—_—_$_ | 


Total, Great Britain 10,341,628 15 _ 4 


728 A. D. 1782. 


There belonged this year to all the ports 


ofEngland 6,495 veflels of the reputed burthen of 537,2 57 tuns ; 
and of Scotland 1,441 — = = oe 78,024 
Total 7,936 615,281 


There were entered this year in all the ports of Great Britain, from 
and to foreign countries, including repeated voyages, 


Britifh Foreign Total. 
Veffels. Tuns. Veffels. Tuns, Tye Tien 
Inward - 4,652| 496,907] 2»582| 280,346 raad 777:253 
Outward - | 6,973} 625,731) 2.324] 225,781] 9:287} 851,512 


The net amount of the cuftoms, including the Weft-India four-and-a- 
half-per-cent duty, paid into the exchequer in the courfe of the year, was 
from the cuftom-houfe in London £2,801,563 0 9g 
and from the cuftom-houfe in Edinburgh 60,000 o o 


Total net revenue of the cultoms of Great Britain £2,861,563 0 9 


There were coined at the mint in the courfe of the year 
14,940 pounds of gold, value £698,074 7 © 
and no filver. 


END OF THE THIRD VOLUME.. 
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